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STALINISM AND THX BETRAYAL OF THE SPANISH MASSES

* K ok ok Kk Kk *

Victory was possible for the Spanish workers and peasants before and even
after Franco launched the Fascist rebellion. The systam of semi-feudal imperi-
alism has been long obeolete, rotten-ripe for overthrow. The workers of Spain
have dcveloped a high degrec of class~conscicusross. They have been and are
cager to abolish the outworn social and economic fabric of the exploiters and
establish collectivized production under the revolutionary rule of the toilas
themselves. The pecasantry, too, in rccont years has becn ready to unite  with
the proletariat in the struggle against the capitalists and the landlerds. But
despite their overwhelming mumbers, their strategic position in Spanish society,
their sturdy revolutionary spirit of sclf-sacrifice, heroic doeds and  unshak-
able faith in their cause, thc toilers of Spain have met with tho bloodicst fate
in the history of the working class.

Why? What has been fatal in the situation that has sealed the fate of thie
Spanish revolution?

Lvery honest worker who 1s devoted to the cause of his class is duty-bound
to mako a searching inquiry into the wnderlying roasons for the apralling cata-
strovhe. He must examine in detail tiie policies that have becn laid dowm f or
the gpanish workers and peasants by tune organizatior he supports. Next, h e
must oxamine dispassionately, with an open mind, the policies other organiza-
tions have introduced or advocated for Spain. Ko who, sincerely wants to get to
the bottom of the great tragedy will not accept flimsy explanations or half-
truths but will seek to mako plain to himself and to other workers the b as ic
reasons that have made the victory of Fascism pogsible. Every worker must ask
himself "Has the policy of my organization been corroct for the workingclass?¥

What can serve the workers as a gulding light in their attempt to find
the precise answer to this all-important question?

The most eminent leaders and teachors of tho proletariat, Marx, Engels
and Lenin, through long and careful study of the experience of the proletariat
in its struggle against its enemies hammered out their mirmte analysis into a
scientifically correct policy which alone can insure victory for the toilers.
Along with laying down the strategy and tactice for the workingclass, these
great revolutionists found it necessary to warn the workers against certain
possible dangers, errors and snares. A false policy throws the advantage in
the strugsle to the vourgeoisie, inviting disaster; and a well-disguised trap
definitely dooms the revoluvtionary vanguard to physical destruction and sets
back the forces that struggle for the abolition of capitalisme.

When in April 1931 upon the flight of Alfongo XIII Spain became a bourg-
eois-parliamentary republic every worker sufficiently versed in politics knew
that such a rcpublic could not endurc inthe prosence of an advarced working-
class. The fire that tho Polshoviks kindled in October 1917 in the ast of
Europe would now flaro up in the West. A second Workers State was aovout to is-
sue out of the womb of the dying capitalist society.

0ddly =anough, those at tho heoad of the first Workers State, instead of
greeting this glorious perspective with an outburst of inspiring enthusiasta
that would echo throughout the entire world, showed evidence of coolness and
ever. discomfort as mirrored in the Soviet pross:

"The first Soviot comment on the events in Spain appears in
the leading editorial in the newspaper PRAVDA today, but the or-
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Diverting the oyes of tho masses from the Fascist dangor, the leador-
ship of tho Comintorn laid down the line of directing the main blow against
Social democracy, "Social Fascism":

"Therefore, 10 beat the enemy, the bourgeolsie, we pmust
direct the main blow aguinst its ehief social bulwark, agalnst the
chicf onomy of Corrmnism in tho working class, against Soclal Dom~
ocracy against Sccaal Fascism." (T. Gussev, The Communist Inter-
national, No. 19, October 15, 1932, p.674. Our emphasis.)

And tho official organ of the Comintern rocorded the order of the Exccu~
tive of the Corintorn t¢ the offect that tho Corrmunists rmust throw all the re-
gsourceg of the party into the struggle against Social Democracy:

"All tho rogources of the party rmst be thrown into the
fight against Social Democracy." (The Corrmnist Intornational,
July 1931, No. 25-26, p. 1154. Our emphasis,)

The rovolutioncry situation was dragsing on, growing more acute. Tho
landlords and capitalists weve ever less disposed to yield up their power and
priviloges. Tho govermment was introducing roactionary measures, suppressing
strikes and jailing wcrkerse. In October tho nasses rosc in insurrection, which
was crushed with rave forociiy by Goneral Franco and the professional cutthroats
of tho Foreign Legion. The workers failed primarily becauss of tho vacillation
and opportunism of their lcaders, Socialists and Anarcho-Syndicalists, and con-
fusion caused by tho Corrmnist Party'!s policy of directing the main blow ag-
ainst Social Dcrccracy.

Spanish Fascisw, Lowever, had not yot consolidated its strength to estab-
lish its dictatorship, while the workers had not suffered a decisive defeat.
Crucial strugrles were in the offing.

THE PEOPLE'S FRONT GOVERNMENT AND THE FINAL
PAEPARATIGHS _OF Tl FASCISTS

Some time after the risc »f Fas-zism in Germany the lzaders of the Comin-
tern changed their line. Ths Geymn Communist Party had pursued an ultra-Left-
ist line of putchisi. and "Social Fascism" - "we ought to direct our main offens-
ive against Social democracy "{Kwusinen, Prepares for Power, p. 105), and diverted
the attention of the German workers from the danger of Fascism: "It may seem that
in Germany, at the prosent time, for example, the chief social bulwark of tho
bourgeoisie is Fascism. and that, therefore, wo should deal the chief blows ag-
ainst Fascism. This ig not correct." (T. Gussev, The Communist International,
No. 19, October 15, 1932, p. 674. Our cmphasis)s The Comintern, at the Seventh
Congress, officially invugurated the ultra-Rightist lino, since the workors
showed bitter disappcintiment, even rasontment, over tlhic line that brought Hitler.
The policy during the ultre-Leftist swing was, No uanited front with the Social
Democratic leaders and exposare of the Socialist leacdars as betrayers of the ro-
volution: "Thu Socialist Party and the trado union lod dy it faithfully serve
tho bourgeovisie and betrar the revolusion-" (J. Dornicr, "The Revolutionary Wave
in Spain," INVBWCORR. Jomuary 12, 1€33, pn. 29-327). low the leadors of the Com-
intern were out for a united rony wabn ch2 "Sooial Woscuists"™ and warned the
Commvnis% Party rembers against @iy a*terpt t0 mamask te treacherous potty-
bourgoois Sncial Democracy s M. Wi mist roiec” slarply all attompts in our
ranks t¢ trsat che unitea fron’ as a formal arrangenont, as a rocruiting device
for the Communist Purty, as an cpportunity vowumask the Social-Democratic locad-
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erg." (W. Pieck, DAILY WORKER, Jantary 7, 19356. Our emphasis.)

Borrowing from the Mengheviks and SBocial Democrats the opportunist policy
of participation in a coalition government with the liberal bourgeoisie, the Se-
venth Congress of the Comintern laid down the line of People's Front. The Comm-
unist Party of Spain, now a considorable force, sponsored the formation of the
People's Front which won the election in February 1936 and established the Peop-
le's Front Government.

The supposed bulwark against reaction, the People's Front Government,main-
tained the entire reactionary apparatus of the preceding Republican government.
It maintained the old army with its landlord, monarchist and Fascist generals,in-
cluding the butcher of the Asturian miners, General Francisco Franco. It went
so far in its anti-workingclass policy as to mairitain the band of hired mirder-
ers, tne Spanish Foreign Legion.

The peasants and the workers, although under the corroding vinfluencc of
its opportunist leaders, soon began to feel that in so far as the problem of ag-
rarian revolution, of socialization of property, or indeopendence of Moracco,
this new Republican governmont basically was no different than its predeccssorse.
It brought no escapc from drabness, destitution and capitalist exploitation. The
only distinction, it seemed, was that the People's Front Government receiwed the
unreserved support of virtually all the parties of the Left, especially of the
Commmunist Party. This party now with a membership of over a hundred thousand,
and with influence, owing to the fact that it was backed by the leadership of
the Soviet Union, far outweighing its numerical strength. had cast overboard its
putchism, "Social Fascism" together with the correct slogan of Soviets and prol-
etarian revolution, It became the main driving force of People's Frontism and
the champion of bourgeois democracy.

Before the introduction of the ultra-Rightist People!s Frontism the lead~
ers of the Comintern to a markod degree exposed the fraud of bourgeois democracy.
Earl Browder, although interspersing his work with ultra-Leftist phrases about
“"Social Fascism", wrote quite corroctly that bourgeois democracy is not the dest-
royar but the mother of Fascism:

"What are the ideas, the misconceptions, with which the social-
fascists confuse and disarm the workers? First, is the idoa that
fascism is the opposite of capitalist der.ocracy, and this democracy
is thercforc the means of combating and defeating fascism. This
false idea serves a double purpose. By means of counterposing 'dem-
ocracy against dictatorship! it tries to hide the fact that the cap-
italist 'democracy' is only a form of the capitalist dictatorship; it
tries to identify in the worker's mind the fascist dictatorship with
the proletarian dictatorship in the Soviet Union; and thus cause the
worker to reject the road of revolutim. At thc same time, this slo-
gan is used to hide the fact that capitalist democracy is not the en-
emy, but tho mothor of fascism; that it is not the destroyer, but the
creator of fascism. It uses the truth that fascism destroys democra-
¢y, to propagate the falsohood that democracy will also destroy fas-
cism." (Earl Browdor, Ropori to the Eighth Convention, Commnism in
the United States, p. 28. Our emphasis.)

While the surging tide of the toiling masses continued in the direction
of scizure of bourgeois property, the People's Front Government served thc Fas-
cists as a convonient screen behind which they were feverishly making their fih-
al preparations. The well-lkmown publication of the Comintern, the International



-6 -
Press Correspondence, had this to report two weeks before the Fascist uprising:

"The big landlords, the industrlalists, the desperadoes of the
Phalanx and the 'japistic! gangs of Gil Robles would not bo so bteld,
perhaps, did they not sense the continued existonce of the monarch-
istic forces behind the power and order of the Republic.

"...During the two years rule of Lerroux and Gil Robles a fas-
cist burocracy was built up -~ and it is not dead yot. The Director
of the Treasury is none other than Primo de Rivora....the President
of the Committee for Culture is still the man who proposed a vote of
congratulation to the Civil Guard, after October, upon their ‘hero-
ism! in Asturias. The Republican Ministers are surrounded by their
old officialdom, whick paralyzes their efforts. Within the offices
of the administration lurk cotntless enemieSees..

"And the question of the Army: almost -every officer 1s either a
fascist or (more often) & monarchist." ("Sccrets of Spain," Inprecorr,
July 4, 1936, p. 831.) ‘

The Peoplel!s Front Government, throwing every advantage to reaction, al-
lowed the Fascists ta use churches as arssnals. It removed the liberal govern-
or of Oviedo for criticising the Fascists. It was informed that Franco in the
War Ministry conducted selective recruiting of Fascist elements into the army.
It was aware of the immonse and heightonod activity of tae Fascists fhroughout
the country, in Madrid, in tho Guadarama Motntains. "Thanks to previously con-
structed fortifications and entrenchments, 'the Fascists have been able to re-
tain strategic points in the Guadarrama Mountains." (Harry Gannes, Daily Worker,
August’ 4, 1936). "Before launching his rebellion, Franco and his fellow-offic-
ers took care to remove military medical stocks from Madrid on the pretext of
maneuvers in the north...." (Pierre Va:i Paassen, Daily Worker, October 7,1936).

The leader of the Spanish Communist Party, Diaz, edmitted that prepar-
ations had been complected before tiie People's Front parliamentary victory, and
were reinforced and intensified after the elections:

"Then came the putoch -of Juiy 18th which surprised no one.
Preparations had already been completed before the elections, part-
icularly dufing the time that Gil Robles was Minister of War., They
wero reinforced and intensified after tho electicnsg," (Le Populaire,
September 8, 1936. Our emphasis.)

When Frunco had concluded his preparatims he struck for power.

Fearing the proletariat mure than they fsared Fascism, the government
leadors in this hour of great emergency hesitated to take steps for the sup-
pression of the Fascist rebellion. It was the workers, in the face of the
sabotage of President Azana and other People!s Front government leaders, who
broke into arsehnals, seized arms and dashed upon the Fascists:

"The key to an understanding of events in Spain is the fact
that, in the four great cities uf Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and
Malaga, wherec the rebellion was suppressed, the suppression was acc-
omplished not by government troops or by the Civil Guards, but by
armed workers." (Wultor Duranty, The New York Times, Sept. 17, 1936.)

The workers capturod San Sabastian from the Fascists and occupied Toledo,
laying seige to its fortress Alcazar. Cordoba, Saragossa, Oviocdo and other
towns, keld by the Fascists, werc besieged. "Incredibly" enough in the face of
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the supreme importance of vigorous and sustained action against the Fasclsts,
thousands of Asturian miners, armed witk dynamite, were held back for some
time from attacking the Fascist stronghold in Oviedo (New York Timoes, August
17, 1937). It was the People's Front Government, through its dilatory tac-
tics and sheer sabotage, that saved the Fascists and made the situation run
progressively worse. Agana stubbornly resisted the arming of the workers and
poasants who actod independently and were in no mood to compromise with capit-
alism. "He is known to have boen strongly opposed to the arming of the popul-
ace" (The New York Times, Scptember 26, 1936).

The governmont air force was immense comgroed with Franco's, outnumbering
it twelve to one. The People's Front government would not sond the air fleet
to attack the Fascists under the protoxt that it could not trust its aviators:

"JADRID SAID PO DISTRUST MEN IKTHR AIR FORCE

FEAR OF DESERTIONS LIMITS ATTACKS BY PLANE
“ere it not for this lack of confidence, wmilitary tacticians point
out, whole squedrong of planes could bp thrown against enemy strong-
holds to end the xzevolt. YAt present,! one flior at Barajas airport,
horo, was quoted, 'there are three planes for every flier who would
be completely trustworthy.!
"Many Russians, Polish and Mexican fliers have offered their services,
it was said, but the governmont professes reluctance to employ them
because international complications might result." {The New York
Times, August 18, 1936.)

An outstanding Socialist lpador, Indalicio Prieto, an ardent backer of
the People's Front, approved Premier Giral's refusal to order the bombardment
of the Alcazar. Prieto admitted that after the rebellion had droken out the
People's Front Goverrnment did not employ its forces to the full extent:

"!The government forces,' he continued, 'have not been used up
to now to their full efficiency, as would have besn done in case of
a foreign invasion, I take as a typical example that of Toledo,
where a group of rebel officers is entrenched. It would have been
very easy for one of our bombing planes to blow up tho Alcagar, but
our enemics arc Spaniards, as we are, and this palace is one of our
most precious art treasures.'" (The New York Times, August 4, 1936.
Our emphasis.)

"Our enemies are Spaniards, as we are." This is how the Socialist Prieto
regarded the most rabld enemies of the workers, the bloodthirsty butcher Franco,
the Fascist cutthroats and bandits! Pristo at that time was Minister of Air in
Largo Caballero's Cabinet. What would Lenin and the Bolsneviks have done with
a "Commissar" who had the chance but refused to strike a death blow at the
White Guards and proclaimed that the savage enemies of the workers and peasants
"are Russians, as we are"? Without a shadow of a doubt such a treacherous ag-
ent of Russian imperialism would have been severcly dealt with by the Red Tri-
bunal. The Socialist, Indalicio Prieto, having revealed his true sentiment
was put in charge of conducting the war against Fascism. That in part accounts
for the grave consequences. :

Prior to Franco's robellion the People's Front Government had performed
one half .of its servico to Fascism. Now it was performing the other halfe. Be-
ing caught between two fires, the People's Front Government sought to stifle
the one it dreaded most, the fire from the Left. It checked the incredible in-
dependent energy of the workers, at the same time adopting a feeble and flabby
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attitude towards Fascism. This saved ¥ranco.

Utilizing the golden opportunity, Franco rusied up reinforcements from
Morocco. while a steadily swelling stream of war supplies was pouring into
his canm from Mussolini and Hitler. Thanks to the sabctage of the Feople's
Front Government, Francols rebellion gained a gigantic momentum.

In France, the head of the People's Front Goveranment, Socialist Blum,
togethor with the representatives of British impericlism, organmized a "on-
Intoervontion Committes", an reality a tramspar ut smcke screen behind which
Mussclini aad Hitler could rushk still more effuctive assistance to Franco.
Stalin!s representativiss, instead of exposing this "non-interventim" smoke
screan, joined in, and gave moral sanction to an official embargo upon ship-
ments of arms to Loyalist Spain:

"SOVIET BANS ARMS FOR SPAIN

"The Commissariat of Foreign Trade issucd tonight an order pro-
hibiting the shipment of muritions to Spain. The decreec forbade the
export, re-export or transit tc Spain of all kinds;of arms, munitions,
war materials, airplanes and werships. It was effectlve as of last
Friday." (The New York Mimes, August 31, 1936.)

In practice it meant that hencoforth war supplies shipped to the Spanish
"democracy," being bootleg goods, cormanded a higher price; the Repuplican Gov-
ernment being prevented from securing loans and credits abroad; was compelled,
thorefore, to part with its immense gold reserve.

Franco's Forcign Legionnaires and Moors- advanced rapidly and soon app-
roached the gates of Madrid. The People's Front Goverument, seeing death
threatening from the fire from the Right hastoned to organize: the defense.

It is this two-faced treacherous policy of the liberals, and Socialist
and "Communist" opportunists who were torn betweon tho desire of stopping Fas-
cism and the drecad of vanquishing Fascism that made the vltimate victory of
reaction a cortainty. Thare followed brief partial vietories over Franco al-
ternating with catastrophic deieats of the Loyalists, with.Franco conquering
one province of Spain after another.

The milltary defense of "democracy" and, presumably of the interosts of
the workers and peasants, was entrusted to bourgeois officors.

How "loyal"™ to the Republic and to the workers were tho Republican off-
icers, monarchists and Fascists most of them, and everyons an encmy of the
mroleteriat? "The governmentis most secret military plans rsach the rebels
almest as soon as thoy are issucd."{New York World Tolsgram, October 29, 1936.)
The Daily Worker admitted that the fall of Malaga was due 0 the sell-out by
tie Republican command. When Franco detailed a large section of his army
north, to the Basquée and Asturian fronts, one would expect logically, that
tae Luyalist armics in the East would launch a furioms attack to rolieve the
pressure. The Loyalist army was kept inactive. ‘(nly.shen Franco was in & po-
sition %o transfer his troops from the North,the Loyalist command, to allay
tie growing suspicions of the workers, ordered an offensive. Tho Loyalist gon-
erals were always t00 late. Even in the last monthis or the war the sabotagoe
went on. The dams noar Lerida, key to Barcsiona, were dynamited when the Fas-—
cists had already taken necessary precautions

"Had the dams been dynamited forty-eight hours earlier the

result might havo beon more costly to tho rebols." (World Telegram,
March 31, 1938.)
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The Comintern's "strange" policy was becoming "stranger". Lenin's warn-
ing against support of bourgeois democraecy was completely "forgotten™. Only
two or three years earlier the worgers were told, and quite correctly, that "the
defense of bourgeois democracy is advanced for the purpose of maintaining the
capitalist dictaporship as against the revolutionary dictatorship of ths prol-
etariat? (THE COMMUNIST, April 1933), that "democracy" under the capitalist
system "is a sct of forms to mask the dictatorship of the capitalist class..."
(Wz. Z. Fostor, THE WORKERS MONTILY, Nov. 1924, p. ©). Now the government of
Woll Street imperialism, the workers were told, is committed to democracy.
"The United States government is committed to democracy. Let it show that in
its stand on Spain." (Daily Worker, August 18, 1936.)

Plainly, the leuaders of the Comintern laid down a line for preserving
capitalist dictatorship in Spain. To forestail the rise of Soviets and make
certain that proletarian revolution is frustrated, the leaders raised the slog-
an of single autihority - the bourgeoigie:

"The Communist slogan of a single authority - the government -
has been put into practice by strict loyalty first to the bourgeois
democratic cabinct and now to the Largo Caballero government......"
(8. Marion, Daily Worker, December 10, 1936.)

All those who spoke of the need cf establishing Soviets and proletarian
power as the only means of defeating fascism, expressing the very things advo-
cated by the Stalinists for Spain only two years before, were rabidly denounced
and attacked as aiding Franco:

"The people of Spain are not fighting to establish Soviets; or-
the proletarian dictatorship. Only downright scoundrels, or misguided
self-styled 'Lefts' declare that they are - and both combine to help
the aim of the fascist rebels. The strugele in Spain is for the
maintonance of democracy and free constitution...." (Harry Pollitt,
Inprecorr, August 8, 1936. p. 959.)

And yet only a brief time ago an outstanding leader of the Comintern made the
following incontravertible statement:

"The Cormmunist worksrs who struggle against the bourgeois rep-
ublic and bourgeois democracy for proletarian democracy are doing
more to bar the patk to fascism than all the social-democratic party
with its daily declamations about 'democracy'.®™ (D. Z. Manuilsky,
Social Democracy - Stepping Stone to Fascism, p. 46.)

And the leaders of the Comintern showed thai{ the one who does nct decide for
proletarian power in Spain is consciously promoting the cause of Franco:

"Mr. Vandervelds thersby admits that the choice is between the
dictatorship of tho proletariat or fascisi reactic . It follows,
therefore that he who does not decide in favor of the dictatorship of
the proletariat .conscicusly promotes the cause of fascism.

"It is hardly necossary to say that the whole of Vanderveldels
article is doavoted to defending the Spanish social democracy, this
most bitter enemy of the dictatorship of the prolstariat, this stirrup-
holder of fascist reaction." (Inprocorr, December 15th, 1933, p. 1242.)

The cold and tragic fact is that the present leaders of the Soviet Union
and the Comintern are deliberately knifing the international proletarian rovo-




-.10 -

lution. The reasons for this are to be sought in the post-Leninist develop-
ments in the Soviet Uniont A conspiracy on the part of Stalin, Zinoviev,
Kamenev and othor léaders to segcure personal power; elimination of Workers!
Democracy and the transformation of Stalin thd revolutionist into a formid-
.able personal dictator whose power is based upon a huge ‘urocratic pyramid;
the meod of protecting the vital independent interests of the burocracy by
means 6f stifling every attempt on the part of the masses in capitalist coun-
tries to free thomselves and establish genuine proletarian democracy which
‘would csuse the Russian workers to remove irah tlieir backs the renegade Stal-
in and his burocracy. (See STALIN, TROTSKY or LENIN by George Marlex.)

Luxuriously covering ‘their well-calculatoed betrayals with Commnist-
sounding phrases, the Stalinists with deadly accuracy strangled the German
revolution in 1932, the Chinese revolution a few years earlier. In Spain,
where the Stalinists have boen working in close cooperation with Social Dem-

ocracy, their ghastly game has culminated in purest horror for the toiling
masses.

It is through their political ling that the Staliniets deprive the work-
ers of the opportunity to smash the bourgeoisie. The Stalinist burocrats can-
not plead ignoranse, mistakes. They are consciously betraying the toiling
nasses, since they know precigely what the workers must 4o to forestall Fascism?

"To be victorious, the revolution in all its forms, must be under

the le§dership of the proletariat." (Harry Gannes, SOVIETS IN SPAIN,
p. 27.

"Today the proletariat knows fram its own experisnce that only
under the flag of the Sovicug can it conquer."” (Ibid., p. -46.)

"It is impossible to fight Fascism without fighting against all
forms of bourgeois dictatorship, against all its reactionary measures
which pave the way to the Fascist dictatorship. All this means firstly
that the fight against Fascism calls for the systematic exposurc of the
deception of Social-democracy wnich c’ncsals the counter-revolutionary
character of the bourgeois dictatorship with phrases about 'democracy!
esene® (Do Z. Manuilsky, INPRECORR, June 10, 1931, pp. 548-549.)

A “"The only final guarantee against Fascism, the only final wiping
out of the cause of Fascism, is the victory of the proletarian dictator-
ship." (R. Palme Dutt, FASCISM AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION, p. X.)

Executing their carefully-conceived plan with machine-like precision,
these treacherous renegades and Judases blocked every avermue through which
independent workers! action might burst forth. For example. The Stalinist
burocrats realized that the Italian workers, pany of whom wsre sent by Mussol-
ini to fight in Franco's ranks, might assert themselves and attempt to resist
both Spanish and Italian Fascism. To disarm the Italian workers ideologically,

Stalin's crafty agents poured pernicioms pro-Faacist poison into the minds of
the Italian masses:

"Let us Treach our hands to each other, children of the Italian
nation, Fascists and Commnists, Catholics and Socialists, people of
all opinions, and let us march side by side to enforce the right of
existonce of the citizens of a civilized country, as ours is. We have
the same ambition - to make Italy strong, free and happy." (Reconcil-
iation of the Italian People for the Salvation of Italy," {INPRECORR,
Avugust 22, 1936, p. 1026.
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The Stalinist burocrats hawe deen in the forefront among the betrayers
of the Spanish masses. They were leading the campaign of persecution and as-
sagination of revolutionary workorgs. The P.O.U.M., which, though in words was
for proletarian revolution, in action was hardly a menaco to capitalism, was
viciously sot upon by the Stalinists who imprisoned and murdered its mombors.

To cover up thoir dastardly betrayal the Stalinist burocrats oxplain
that the defeat of the Spanish masses is due to the assistance Hitlor and Muss-
0lini have given to Franco. Nothing 1s more fraudulent than this explanation,
The criminal policy the Stalinists pursucd made the defeat of the Spanish mass-
os a foregone conclusion oven in the ovent Franco had not received a singls
cartridge fromHitler and Mussolini. It must be borne in mind that tho victory
of the poorly equipped, ragged and hungry Rod Army in Russia, dospite the fact
that the entire imperialist world, frantic in the face of the Bolshevik danger,
sent truly onormous stocks of war materials to the White armies of Kolchak,
Yudenich, Denikin and Wrangel, was secured primarily bocause the Red soldlers
carried on their bayonets the revolutionary program of Lehinism. It was this
program of freedomof oppressed nationalities, land to the peasantry, factories
to the workers that disintegrated the peasant armles of the White generals,
causing their soldiers almost en masse to go over to the Reds, that produced
mutinies among the British, French, American and other intervention troops and
smashed the tightost blockade in all modern history.

The Spanish workers and peasants were within the rcach of their histori-
cal goal. They fought as valiantly as had the Russian nasses. But unlike the
Russian masses who battled against capitalist dictatorship in all its forms,
the misled Spanish toilers fundamentally fought to maintain over their heads
capitalist dictatorship disguised by their betrayers with mendacious phrasos
about democracy; and for this "cause" they were forced to sacrifice over a
million of their best fighters.

The Russian workers and peasants attacking the evil at its roots, wore
led by Lenin who in the most ruthless fashion exposed "the hypocrisy of bourg-
eols democracy," stressing the profound truth that "the more democracy is de-
veloped, the moroe 4o t..c bourgeois parliaments fall under the control of the
Stock Exchange and the bankers" (KAUTSKY THE RENEGADE, p. 25). Lenin saved
the Russian toilers from the "democratic" trap which the Mensheviks and the
West European Socialists set up for the international proletariat. He and
those who then stood with him on the same platform - Trotsky, Stalin and oth-
ers, revolutionists at that time but opportunists and misleaders of tho prol-
etariat since Lonin was removed by illness and death - instilled in the Russ-
lan masses a fiery determination to destroy Keronsky's bourgeois-democratic
republic and the White Armies and the intervention of "great democracies," all
rcpresenting the dictatorship of the bourgeoisic, and establish tho Russian
Soviat Republic, the first Workers'! Stato.

Unlike tho Russian massos, the Spanish toilers were "lpd" (betrayed) by
nefarious, contemptibly shabby, wavering liberals, Socialists and Anarcho-syn-
dicalists, tho Azanas and Caballeros, also perhaps by a few naive and hopelcss-
ly confused petty-bourgeois idealists, but primarily by the Diazes and Hernan-
dezes, by the corrupt, treacherous, degenerate agents of rervegade Stalin, the
worst enemies in the camp of the workingclasse

Had there arisen in time - prior to or even in the early months of the
Fagcist rebellion - a Leninist Party, the veil that shrouds the mainspring of
the Stalinist policy of ultra-Left "Social Fascism", putchism and ultra-Right
Peoplo's Frontism and "organic unity", would have besn torn off. With the
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simidtaneous exposure of Social Democracy and other oprnortunist currents, the
t01.4“d millions, indomitable in their revolutionary zeal and enthusiasm,
wiuls Fave organized workers', peasants' and soldiers' Soviets, would have
crr, 54 the Fascist reptile in its infancy together with the hypocritical imp-
erla;LSt Urepublic of the workers of all classes" and would have established
ths Spanish Soviet Republic.

The rise of a second proletarian State would have been a harbinger of
new hope vo the exploited workers and pecasants in all capitalist countries, a
orightening horizon to the groaning Jews vrampled uypon by the military boot of

‘the vile Nazis and of other bandits to the oppressed Negrees, to the entire

downtrodden world of expleitation and misery. Thoe Russian workers, rovitalized,
would have shaken off their backe the Stalinist buyrocratic vampire and would
have established a Workers' Democracy as was Lenin's program (The Communist Par-
ty Program adopted in 1919, and the roesolution on Workars! Domocracy of the
Tenth Party Congress, Spring 1921). The flames of the Spanish prolctarian rev-
olution would have ignited Frapce, perhaps Germany wherc a workers! revolution
is perilously overdues, and possibly Italy. History would have sounded the long-
dolayed death-knell of the capitalist society.

X « % x %k %k

II
FROTSKYISM AND THE BETRAYAL OF THE SPANISH MASSES

At the time of the inauguration of the Republic the Trotskyite forces
wore greater than the Stalinist and, as is admitted even by so staunch a Stal~
inist as Harry Gannes in his SPAIN IN REVOLT, p. 214, Trotsky's influonce in
Spain for some time exceeded tiaat of the Comintern's.

What did Trotsky do with Liis forces and his influence in Spain? What
course did he pursue? Did Le follow the Leninist policy of uncompromising
struggle against all opportunism? Did he oxposc Stalinism in all its murder-
ous treachery and warn tlio Spanish workers to break wiih it on poril of dis-
aster? Did he constitute his own group as the rucleus for a new Communist
Party?

‘Trotsky's policies were rooted in his anti-Leninist position ke had
taken witi regards to Stalinism whon Lenin was struggling with death ("I am
against romoving Stalin" etc. Leos Trotsky, MY LIFE) Instead ot calling for
a clear break witlk tuie Stalinist burocrats Trotsky adopted a perfectly utopian
line of “corrocting" the usurver Stalin and his flunkoys, assigning to Lis foll-
owers the function of "Marxist" tutors of tho Comintern. With a naivote which
is almost incredibly, ten days after the overtiirow of Alfonso, Trotsky wrote a
letter to Stalin and cie clique of burocrats in Loseow, urging them to make an
"lhonest attempt" to form a united front - whon the truth ot the matter was that
crooked Stalin could not act honestly, and what more, united front or no united
front, Stalin had to betray the Spanisi revolution to sareguard his burocratic
rogime in the Soviet Union. Trotsky wrote in part:

"The profound differences on a serics of questions pertaining.
to the UseS.S.Re and tiie world labor movement, siiould not stand in the
way of making an honest atterpt at a united front in the arcna of tho
Spanish revolutiocn. It is not yet too late! The policy of artificial
splits must be stopped immediately in Spain." (L, Trotsky, The Spanish
Revolution in Dangoer, p. 39.) |
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This letter furnishes a perfect illustration of Trotsky's hopeless de—
lusion concerning Stalinism. He completely failed to grasp that Stalin had a
planned purpose in the systematic purging of the Party, tightening more and
more his control over it. Making appeals to Stalin to take the initiative in
bringing about "Communist unity" Trotsky helped Stalin's puppets to gain con-
fidence among the workers. Overloaded with self-deception, Trotsky tirclessly
contimied spreading fatal illusions. Ingtead of warning the proletariat ag-
ainst the shrewd, gifted and astute agonts of Stalin he depicted them as stup-
id, some of them controlled by no one. “The American Stalinists excel all the
others. It is difficult to imagine the Herculean pillars of wvulgarity and stu-
pidity which officials, who get paid.for it and whom nobody controls, are cap-
able of talking themsclves into." (Ibid., p. 6.) ‘

Stalin's criminal machinations, Trotsky informed the workers, werc "mis-
takes," from which HStalin's capable and intelligent burocrats were "incapable
of loarning." "The leaders of the Comintern havo learned nothing fromtheir own
mistakes." (Ibid., p. 6)

His followers imbibed his corifusion and adjudged Stalin's cunning ultre~
Loeftist line as stupidity. ®The official Spanish ¢ompunist Party is always
ready to commit stupidities without takihg into account the situation....The
Party leadership issues ompty slogans 'for the imisdiate insurrection,'! without
a party, without Soviets, without a workingclass prepared for the struggle."
(Militant, July 4, 1931, p. 2.)

Absorbed in a daydream, Trotsky stuffed the head of the outstanding leader
of the Spanish Trotskvites, Andres Nin, with childish notions regarding the Sta-
liniets. The Comintern and therefore its Spanish section was to be won over to
Trotsky's side;

] "....Ws have not renounced the idea of winning to our side,

the Comintern, and consequently eadh of its sections. It has always
appeared to me that many comrades have underestimated the possibil-
ity of the development of the official Communist party in Spaine"
(L. Protsky, Militant, November 14, 1931.)

. An independent revolutionary party fighting to unmask and drive out the
Stalinist impostors was out of tho question with Trotsky. The "correct" line
was "to avoid the danger of a second party." He suggested to Nin the following
method of working in the dirsction of achieving unity with Stalinism:

"A local organizatian of the Opposition mumbering 20 members
can assemble about iV 2 to 30 sympathizors. In this circle of sym-
pathizers, it will be necessary to6 clear up the difference between
Leninism and Centrism. After tho circle has reached a cdrtain level
under our direction, it can invite represcntatives of the official
party to present its views before it. On this basis a discussion
will arise betwoen our followers and the Stalinists. Only this will
bring about a serious reconciliation betwoon the Left Opposition and
the party." (Leon Trotsky, Militant, November 44, 1931.)

But all the strenuous efforts to "correct" Stalinism, to induce it to listen to
"roason," proved futile. Max Schachtman to his chagrin had to admit in the
Miiitent, Feb. 13, 1932, that "thc official party obduratoly refuses to adopt
the slogan and tactic advocated by tha Loft Opposition."

On the othor hand, many class-conscious workers of Spain, repclled by the
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ultre~Leftist antice of the Stalinists, tended in the direction of Trotsky's
Left Opposition. In a letter from Madrid, a Trotskyist, Lecroix, wrote:

"TPoday the Communist Loft Opposition is tho organization
toward which the most conscious proletariat of Spain turns its
eyes. A large current of working class opinion is making its
way toward us, putting its faith in the Communist Left Opposi-
tion of Spain. The responsibility of our organization in this
historical moment is the responsibility of the real Communist
party of Spain, of the gemuine vanguard of the Spanish prolet-
ariat.® (Militant, April 16, 1932.)

But Trotsky's authoritative finger pointed inexorably in the direction
of Stalin's machine of counter-revolution as the only ongine which, set upon
the Marxist rails by the Trotskyites, would bring the Spanish proletarian
masses to power,

There came the consummation of the Stalinist-Socialist betrayal of the
German prolstariat in Jamuary 1933, When tested by reality, Trotsky's line in
Germany, identical with that in Spain, proved completely and glaringly bank-
rupt. Trotsky beat a retreat. He covered up his political bankruptcy with
flimgy explanations which bore a strong resemblance to Stalinist tricks: "Ve
never promised anybody that we would cure the Comintern" (The Soviet Union and
the Fourth International, p. 8).

But Trotsky arriyed at the conclusion for the Fourth International in a
half-hearted fashion. He still clung to the Comintern, except for Germany:

"If other sections of the Comintern willlearn the Gorman les-
son, they muy rightfully desorve leniency of history. Othorwise
they are doomed. In this way, the march of history gives to the
other sections still some additional time to reconsider. We, the
Left Opposition, are only the historic interpreter of the march of
development. That is why we do not broak with the Third Internation-
al." (The Militant, May 6, 1933.)

But this absurd position of having one foot marching toward independence
and the other limping behind Stalin's Comintern could not contimue. The con-
tradiction had to be dissolved. Trotsky dropped the policy of uniting with
Stalin and came out for the Fourta International.

Stalinism was shelving its ultra~Left line and was zigzagging toward the
ultra-Right - the purpose being ome and the same, to prevent proletarian rev-
olution. "“Social fascism" was taken out of circulation, the fake of "organic
unity" with Social Democracy was introduced. The thought of "organic unity"
with the putrid and treacherocus Social Democracy which had been solling out
the workers for two decades was repugnant to many a Commnist worker. The need
for white-washing Social Democracy was keen but Stalinism was not brazon enough
to 4o so in an abrupt fashion. There suddenly came assistance to Stalin from a
quarter one could least expect -~ from Trotsky.

Trotsky's position on Social Democracy was correct when he dropped his
Left Centrist vacillations and accepted Lenin's full position. On numerous oc-
casions Trotsky and his followers made it plain that "Both Fascism and the soc~
ial domocracy are tools in the hands of the bourgeoisie" (L. Trotsky, WHAT NEXT,
P+ 59). In the appeal for the Fourth International printed in the Militant,
March 31, 1934, the Trotskyites spoke clear Leninist words on Social Democracy:
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®Is it possible to reform or renew the Second International, pervaded by crimes
and treacheries? The war and all post-war events angwer: 'Nol!'...Social Demo-
cracy is devoted in body and soul “o the bourgeois regime." And six-and-a-
half months earlier Max Shachtman, in the Militant, September 9, 1933, declar-
ed: "The day of miracles having passed, it is futile to look toward the Second
International for a genuine progressive movemont."

Suddenly, with ono siroke of his pen Trotsky in a most shameful ma::mer
revised Lenin's teachings on Social Democracy. He introduced the following
now thesis:

"The destiny of the proletariai depends, in
largs moasure, in our opoch, upon the resolute menner with which
the social -doemocracy will succeed in tho brief interval which is
vouchsafed it by the march of development, in breaking with the
bourgeois state, in trancforming itself and in preparing itself for
the decisive struggle against Fascism." (The New International, Sep-
tember-October, 1934. Our emphasis.) '

This aided the Stalinists to cover up their People's Fromtism and their
fraudulent twaddle about "organic unity"™ with Social Democracy. In Spain,where
Trotskyite literatute was widespread, this pro-Socialist poison of tho Trotsky-
ites attained a far-reaching application. It helped to draw the workers towards
the Social Democracy upon whom the destiny of tho proletariat now depended "in
large measure." The Trotskyites went a step furthor in their brazen adulter-
ation of Bolshovism and made the impudont assertion that the "Second Interna-
tional," “reformism," are abstractions, dividing Social democracy into two
sections: one section serving the bourgeoisie and the other participating in
the rovolution against the bourgeoisie:

"Po satisfy oneself with abstractims -~ 'reformism!, 'second
international! - is to ignore or blur the difforence betwecn a
social domocracy which constitutes the power ox the bourgeoisie,
and a social democracy which participates in a revolutign against
the bourgeoisie." (Resolution on the French Turn, approved by the
October Enlarged Plerum of the L.C.I. (B.L.) )e

The abandonment of Lenin's thesis on Sociall Democracy was not a minor er-
ror that would soon pass. Having substitutod subjoctivism for an objoctive an~
alysis, Trotsky bado his followers %0 join the Second International., Many of
them refused and broke with him, including Andres Nin. Those who accepted his
grossly misleading confusion and distortion abont Social Democracy began to
dish out the most revolting fakery which played directly into the hands of Sta-
lin, of his liboral and Socialist allies and Spanish capitalisms The Trotsky-
ites said: "If witk us in Spain, the unification whici is being ackieved pre-
dominantly around the socialist party, has a progressive valus, this is due to
the present attitude of the S.P., which is inspiring increasing confidence,"
(The New International, November 1934.) Thus the day of miracles is herc ag=
ain. Social democracy is furnishing the proletariat witl progressive values.
And a Trotskyist "expert" on Spain, Felix Morrow, wrote thé6 following

"Precisely becausé they had been so ideologically dependent
on the Kautskys and Bauers, the fall of their teachers enabled the
Spanish socialists to make an extraordinary gharp break with their
past.. With tho Socialist Party ready to struggle, the fight against
fascism was enormously facilitated, indeed it 1s not to0 much t0 say
that only the leftward turn of the Socialist Party made possible,
under the existing conditions, the victory ovor fascism...In their
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partial strugsle against the fascist menace however, the Social-
ists acquitted themselves magnificently." (Felix Morrow, The Civ-
i1 War in Spain, pp. 28, 29, 30. Our emphasis.)

This soothing opium was given the workers at tho time when thc Fasclsts
were sweoping towards Madrid. That s how tho Trotskyites covercd up the troa-
chorous Socialist betrayers who fought against the formation of Soviets and ag-
ainst the struggle for the ovorthrow of Spanislh capitalism - tho only possible
means of destroying Fascism.

Lenin constantly emphasized that Left Socialists arc fundamentally not
different from thoir brothers on the Rights What unites theso pseudo-Marxists
is their common rojection of the Marxian conception of the State and of Marx's
thesis expounded in his Critique of the Gotha Program that "Between Capitalist
anéd Communist society ‘there lies the period of the revolutionary trangformation
of the former into the latter. To this also corrosponds a political transi-
tion period, in which the state can be no other than the revolutionary dict-
atorship of the proletariat." In a sense the Left Socialists arc even more
dangerous to the workers, Lenin pointed out, becausc they cover their support
to the bbourgeois State with "revolutionary" phrasés. =Trousky and his follow-
crs at one time fully shared this Marxist view. Having distorted the true im-
age of Social Democracy, the Trotskyites engage in the filthy work of supply-
ing a "revolutionary" ocloak to the Left Soci.lists. Felix Morrow, adjusting
reality to Trotsky's adulterated "Leninism," denounced the former Trotskyist
group in the Pe0.U.M.:

*In order to Justify .its refusal to enter the Socialist Party,
as Trotsky proposed, and thoreby throw its forces - numbering only
a few thousand even according to ite own estimates - on the side of
the left wing, it refused to see the profound significahce of the
developmunt of the left winz: In fact, in La Batalla of May 22nd,
it denicd that there was any real difference between the left and
right wings." (Felix Morrow, The Civil War in Spain, p. 46.)

But if Trotsky slid to an opportunist position on the gquestion of Soc-
ial Democracy, it would be an error to assume that hs broke with his glaring
misconceptions regarding Stalinism. True, he abandonod his thosis "Phe Oppo-
sition needs no other soil than that of the Communist International. No one
will succeed in tearing us away from it" (The Strategy of the World Rovolu~
tion, p. 86). But he and his followers cannot oxpose Stalinism without expo-
sing Trotsky!s role as a direct participant in the demolition of Lenin's Par-
ty and in building up the Stalinist burocratic regime (See In Defense of Bol-
sheviem #3). Trotsky's entire courso of conscious (1922-1926) and unconscicus
support of Stalinism must be carefully hushod up. The costly lesson of Ger-
many where Stalin with Trotsky's objective support ("all eyes to the Communist

Party of Germuny"etc.) accomplished his ulterior aim mist not be taught to the
workerss

Trotsky does not explain the true meaning of Stalin's ultra-Left and
ultra~Right zigzags, which in reality form one line of policy and are directed
to a definite end, that of preventins revolution. To Trotsky the zigzaps are

He still, here and thero, pictures Stalin as wishing victory for the
workers: "In his burocratic limitedness he imarined that the 'commissars! by

themsilves could guarantee victory." (L. Trotsky, Socialist Appeal, January 15,
1938.




Stalin's Comintern broke with Leninism as far back as 1923. It gradually
became a hifhly efficient instrumont in tha hands of Stalinism ~ the system of
vurocratic contralism of the workeors' State - which employs it within the pro-
letariat for the one and only purpose of preventins the rige of another work-
ors! State. Stalinism must not be confused with Menshovism which is a Russian
section of the Sccond International. Stalin gives "support" to bourgeols demo-
cracy only outside tho Soviet Union in order to divert tho workers from the
path of prolotarian rovolution. But he does that only during his present ult-
ra~Ripghtist zigzag. The Trotskyltes see the whole thing upside down. "...The
Seventh Congress which threw Leninism overboard and adopted Menshevism as its
guiding philosophy." (Socialist Appeal, October 30, 1937.)

They can even picture Stalin considerins; the question of liquidating the
well-organized force which very efficiently operates within the international
proletariat to sustain him in powsr in the Soviet Union: "There wore two main
itemn on the agonda for discussion -~ or rather, for instructian from the Krem-
lin.... 2. The possible liquidation of the Comintern, and the necessity of
finding a substitute" (Ibid.), thus obscuring the real purpose for the exist-—
ence of Stalin's Comintern, makin;; it amply clear that the Trotskyites' line
stems from: ima;;ination and pure wishmaking rather than from a Loninist ostim-
ation of concrote reality.

Doin. violence to the basic principles of Bolshevism, the Trotskyites
have sproad fantastic confusion and sheoor decoption amon;; the Spanish workoers
and intcllectuals. The true nature of every political current within the pro-
lotariat, including their own, has becen distorted. Trotsky's works packed
witl. ponderous illusions about "correcting " the Stalinist burocrats, his two
pamphlets on Spain advocating the policy of unity with degenerated Stalinism,
one containin;; his ridiculous message to Stalin ontitled "For Cormmnist Unity
in Spain. A lotter to the Political Burocau of the Comrmnist Party of the Sov-
iet Union (Bols! eviks)" wore circilated among the masses without a single word
of repudiation of the perniciocus contents. As a matter of fact, and this ls
important, Trotsky's flunkeys in slowin; terms rocormended this pro-Stalinist
poison to the masses: "Trotsky himself wrote two great pamphlots...No one can
understand the dynamice of tho Spanish revolution without readins; Trotsky's
prophetic analysis. On every basic guastion events Lavec vindicated his wmrit-
inge." (Pelix Morrow, The Civil War in Spain. Emphasis ours.) The Trotskyites
spread Trotsky's othor works containin: tho most bowildering contradictions;
his pamphlets on Germany, in whicii Trotsky paints Stalin's henchmen not as bo-
trayers and counter-revolutionists, but as miglead revolutionists:

"The social democratic leadors reprasent the agencies of the
class enemy within the proletariat. The Conrmnist leadsers, thouch
confused, poor, and incapable, ars revolutionists or semi-revolu-
tionists that have been led from the risht track. That is not one
and the same thing. The Social dem:ocracy rust be destroyed. The
Corrmnist Parsy st be corrocted." (Leon Trotsky, What Next, p.113.)

The matually negating appraisals of Social Democracy, sirmltanecusly dispelling
and instilling confidence, were enough to daze the workers that hopefully turn-
ed to Trotskyism for advice and guidance.

While the Anarchists confused Stalinism with Bolshovism, the Trotskyites
declared tnat the Anarcl.ists understood who the Stalinists are: "I can adduce
page and chapter to demonstrate that thoy understood who their Stalinist con-
frerers wero." (Folix Morrow, The New Intornational. January, 1938.)



Of one ract one can be sure. The unholy opportunist alliance in Spain
led by Stalinism could only draw confort from tho daily parade of such irres-
ponsible drivel.

Stalin's policies in Spain drousht victory to him and strengthened Lis
dictatoriai regime in the Soviet Union. The liberals and the Socialist buro-
crats, both the Left and the Right suffered a defeat in that their master,
Spanish Imperialism, gave them the boot and installed in their place its othor
tool of power, Fascism. But Trotsky, in the New York Times, Docomber 7, 1937,
explainecd that both the Socialist leaders and Stalin suffored dofoat. "Tho ro-
sults are ovident. Franco did not gain a viectory, but Stalin-Negrin suffercd a
defeat." Which assortion doses not carry tho stamp of reality.

The agents of Stalin in Spain, having popped into prominence, very skil-
fully and methodically carried out his policy of disrupting the prolotarian re-
volution. But tho Trotskyites, clinging to their silly air of patronizing sup-
eriority towards tho Stalinistse, portray Stalin's carefully scloctod agents as
political milksops who do not know what they are about. Writos the “oxport" on
Spanish affairg, Morrow:

"But far from becoming mora realistic, about this questim,
this key to the Spanish situation, the Stalinists have lost their
heads completely. Tho falgo policy pursued by the Stalinists
these four months has left thom and tho Spanish masses more iso-
iated than ever. But the Staliniste bohave like men gonc mad with
dosperation and seize at non-existing straws." (Socialist Appeal,
December 1936. Our emphasis.)

To camouflage their trap the Stalinist spellbinders, aided by other
People's Frontors, raised tho demagogic cry "Help Spanish Democracyl® Without
this cloak the treachery of the Stalinist policy would havo been in full view.
Stalinism played safe. With the doublo-dealing Peoplo's Front in the saddle
no amount of material holp could have saved the Spanislh masses whose fatc has
been sealed by Stalin and by Lis opnortunist allies and world imperialism. It
is the political line that is docisive. AlthLougk the correct line is by no
means a guaranteo of victory - it only presonts the posgibility of victory - an
opportunist line makes defeat an absolute certaintye.

.Bolsheviks hold to the eleomentary Marxist axiom that the working class
must not support a capitalist government. They may form a united front against
Fascism with the petty bourgeoisie that supports the bourgeois-democratic gov-
ernment (Lenin's policy during the Kornilov uprising), but they will invariably,
while marching together with othor classes, preserve intact tho inderendont ro-
volutionary class lins of tho proletariate. It is incumbont upon rovolutionists
to exposc the hypocrisy of tho slogan of material aid as thoy gonerally do rog-
arding the hypocrisy of bourgeois charities, Red Cross, socictics for provention
of cruelties to children, and other "humane" masks of capitalist slavery.

Instead of exposing the fakery, the Trotskyites worked for Stalinism, put-
ting the workers on a false scent by londing support to the slogan of matorial
aid. Thoy did this, to bo sure, with "political criticism." That this “"polit~
ical criticism" was nothing less than another piece of anti-Leninist vandaliem
can be seen from their new position that in this era of decay of capitalism,
bourgeois democracy, buttressed by two poworful pillars of roaction within tho
workingclass, Stulinism and Social domocracy, can conduct a struggle of a
socially progressive charactoer:

"....The Government, thouzh carryin:; out its liquidation of
workers! power and its roeconsolidaticn of bourgeois power behind




the lines, was conducting a military struggle of a socially pro-
gressive character ggainst the Fascist armies of Franco." (soci-
alist Appeal, August 14, 1937, p. 3.)

The above citation must be taken apart to show that the Trotskyites from
time to time peddle the deceptione and poison about progressiveness of bourg-
eois democracy that Stalinism during its ultra-Rightist zigzag and Social Dem-
ocracy at all times employ to divert the workers from the path of struggle ag-
ainst capitalism. ILenin stressed the long-established fact that war is but
the continuation of policies pursued during peace but with different means.

The People's Front Govornment reshaped its roactionary policy to fit the chang-
ed circumstances. Mindful of the danger to bourgeois and landlord property
from thc "Red beast," the Peoplo's Front Governmont conducted the “struggle"
against the Fascist armics Ly systomatically yielding ground to them, paralyz-
ing the workers'resistance from the first day of the war. Advancing the slo-
gan "First win tho war then make the revolution," the troacherous Stalinists
and their partners in treason realized that an effective struggle against
Franco entailod the danger of mutinies in his camp on the part of Italians,
Moors and Spanish poasants, the danger of an internal collapse of Fascism. To
attempt to strangle tho workers' rovolution after Franco had faced a workers!
firing squad would have becn shecrost madness. The potentiality of the slogan
was a running nightmare to the Rupublican generals, Azana, his host of offic-
ials and to the burocrats in tho trade unions and political parties supporting
the bourgeois Republic. The Republican Government, which, above all, was vit-
ally concerned with saving Spanish capitalism, pursued the only logical policy.
In the midst of an unabating revolutionary situation, the Poople's Front Gov-
ernment organized a slaughter of the most courageous, most self-gsacrificing
workers and idealists, including the foreign volunteora. Such was the "Social-
ly progressive" struggle the Government conducted "against" Fascism while
"carrying out its liquidation of workers! power and its reconsdlidation of
bourgeois power behind the lines."

Is it an accident, is it a wonder that the Trotskyites gave support to
bourgeois democracy against the interests of Leoninism? In their internal
bulletin for October, 1937, on "The Spanish Question," Trotsky wrote: "In the
Spanish Civil War the gquestion involves deriocracy or fascism.™

Trotsky cast overboard Lenin's fundamontal thesis that the present per-
iod is tlat of imperiallist war and proletarian revolution. By shifting the his-
torical perspective from the question of class struggle - proletarian revolution
against capitalism ~ to tho question of the fight among the Spanisl capitalists
regarding the form of the bourgeois State,Protsky once again has givon aid and
comfort to the Jtalinist burocracy since the thesis "democracy versus Fascism"
is the very core of the ultra-Rightist line of the Seventh Congress of Stalin's
Comintern. To the extent of their influence the Trotskyites insurad an almost
unrestricted play of the Stalinist-Socialist-Azanist forces.

It is difficult to imagine a greater and morc hopecless politico-ideologi-
cal tangle than the one presented by the suicidal chaos which is post-Leninist
Trotskyism.

Tied to Stalinism with a thousand historical threads, and sincc 1934
also to Secial Democracy, the Trotskyito "Fourth Internationalists" have played
a reactionary part in the Spanish situation. Disorienting the workers, clog-
ging up their minds with lustrous "revolutiorary" phrases and cngagingly writ-
ten half-truths and falsifications, the Trotskyites have renderod an exccoding-
ly valuable service both to Stalinism and to capitalism, and thcrefore bear a
heavy share of responsibility for the far-reaching, appalling betrayal of the
toiling masses of Spairn.
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I1T
THE P,O.U.M., LOVESTONEISM AND THE SPANISH BETRAYAL

Bocause of Trotskyfs about-face on Sdcial Demdcracy the majority of his
followers in Spain, having refused to carry out his instruction to join the
Spanish Socialist Party, broke with him. Shortly after, these former Trotsky-
ites, led dy Andres Nin, fused with the Maurin group which had been some time
before expolled from the Stalinist party for “right deviations," and formed
the Workers Party of Marxist Unification (POUM). Though it professed to emb-
race Lenrinism, the POUM at every turn violated Leninist principles. It joined
the bourgsois-Stalinist-Socialist People's Front, later withdrew from it, but
continued giving it objoctive support. At the veory moment when the Loyalist
Government was taking concrete steps ‘to curb the masses, the POUM, ignoring the
Marxist principle of the impermissibility for reévolutionists to participate in
capitalist governments, entered the bourgeois coalition cabinwt of Catalonia.
Clothing its arguments in typical social democratic diction, the POUM intensi-
fied the petty-bourgeois delusion that the workers could untilize cortain posts
of the bourgeois State machinery in the ifitercsts of the toilers:

"The capitalist state power includes the legislative, executivs,
and judicia) branches. To hold two or three cabinet seats does not
destroy the capitalist power, and to0 think that it does would lead to
catastrophic results. This does not mean to abandon these seats and
governmental posts alroady held by the workers." (The Spanish Rovolu~
tion, January 6, 1937, p. 4.)

It can be stated with justice that politically the POUM mas a varicgated
Lreft mosaic composed of small pieces of Marxism-Leninism, considerable chunks
of Trotskyism,fragments of Anarcho-Syndicalism, crumbs of Stalinism and other
political shades within the prolcotariate.

Viewing history and class struggle through a multicolorous prism, the
POUM exhibited its inability to draw a sharp distinction between a successful
prole¢tarian overthrow of the bourgsois State with its econcmic foundation, rri-
vate ownership of land and industry, (Russia, 1917) and the beheading of the
proletarian revolution by boti bourgeois democracy and Fascism (Spain 1931 -
1933), Seven months after tho launching of Franco's rebellion, when two thirds
of Spain had already passod under the bloody domination of Fascism, and when
the Peopleis Front Government was strangling tlie independent class activity of
the proletariat, the POUM, without a grain of Marxian judgment, declared fool-
ishly: "Tais is the first revelution $0 succeéd sinee the Russian revolution."
(The Spanisk Revolution, February 17, 1937.)

Destitute of the faculty of Marxist discornment, the POUM acclaimed the
Anarchists, pcople who are irreconcilable encmieos of Bolshevism and the program
of proletarian revolution, implying that they became converts to Marxism.
"...two tondencies which were traditionally irreconcilable, the revolutionary
Marxists (of the POUM) and the Bakuninists (of tha FAI) now hold similar idcas
concerning tiae hopes and porspactives of tho revolution." (Tho Spanish Revolu-
tion, Marci: 31, 1937, p. 5.) In sharp contrast with overything Marx, Engels and
Lenin wrote concerning the pro-capitalist role fnarchism performs in modern ro-
volution, the POUM told the workers that in the Spanish revolution Anarchism
rlayed a leading part. "For the first time in the history of a great rovolu-
tion Anarchism is playing a leading rols." (Ibid.)

Significant was the POUM's absurd conception of the relation of the army
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to tho ruling class. A revolutionary army can be created only by the revolu-
tionary class, the proletariat, in power, following a thoroughgoing social
and political transformation of tle country. The POUM in all seriousness be-
lieved it possible to build a revolutionary army within the confines of the
counter-revolutionary State. Accordingly, the POUM advanced this utopian
idea: "The POUM are confident that in this fight to impose a Begular Revolu-
tionary Army they will not be alonc. At their side will be the other clearly
revolutionary orgenizations, that is to say, the CNT, the FAI and the Anarch-
ist Youth." (Spanish Revolution #5, March 17, 1937). Having imbibed Trotsky's
pompous assumption that the Stalinists are a narrow-minded lot, that Stalin's
policies aro "mistakes" caused by "burocratic stupidity" and “ignorance," and
forced to the conclusion that Stalinism is conscious of its destructive aims,
the leaders of the POUM combined both conceptions into a frightful moss.

They discounted the tiousht that Stalin's restraining hand to prevent work-
ars! revolution was put forth with cold-blooded doliberation, describing
Stalinist moves as mistakes, and at tho samo time they said that his basic
dosire is to prevent revolution. "The whole of tho political MISTAKRES of the
Comintern can be found in its basic DESIRE to maintain the status quo, that
is, in Spain, the bourgeoils democratic role of the capitalist class, and to
hold back the mighty upsurpe of the masses movinz toward a new social order."
(Spanish Revolution #4, p. 3, November 11, 1936).* The POUM of course was
vastly in error both regarding the nature and the prime motive of Stalin's pol-
icy. DNot merely to preserve tihc status quo but to enhance Stalin's personal
power in the Soviet Union was the hidden reason behind the countor-revolution-
ary line of Stalin. Living in clouds, tlie leading minds of the POUM failed to
grasp Stalin's profoundly realistic and uncommonly shrewd strategy. By perio-
dical "illegal" shipments of supplies to the Loyalist side. sufficient for the
prolongation of rosistarice but nowhere ncar enou:h to overwhelm and wipe out
Franco, Stalin and his Spanish partners in the People'!s Front Government were
dragsing out the war. Stalin, the principal planner of the betrayal, and the
Second. International, his partner in this infernal business, acted thus to
prevent a swift victory of Fascism. Had Fascism triumphed in a few wecks, the
workers in the capitalist countries and in the Sovicst Union would have been
selzed with the panicky impulse to freas themseclves from the Stalinist-Social-
ist paralyzing grip. Stalin's ‘ngenious pattern of events to come was to pung
ctuate Franco's continued progress with occasional victories for the Loyalist
side witlr the object of rivoting th: confidence of the masses to their opport-
unist leadership.

But to the naive PCUM the maneuver was incorprehensible. Its leaders
were led to interpret the cat-and-mouse tactic of Stalin as a sudden awakening
of "Russia," a decisive chanme of policy, an expression of revolutionary
faith. They worc among the first to pay a glowing tribute to the Soviet
Usurper, their future assussin, who wis now crowning the Lorror of his German
betrayal with the bloody nightmure in Spain. Here is a bundle of their tragi-
cally pitiful confusion:

“"A fascist victory in Spain would mean a fascist future for
Europe. Hitler und Mussolini realizod this lon ag0; thoy realized
it in time to foment the military risin bYefore thc 19th of July.
It has taken Stalin three montlis to understand this simple fact and
Leon Blum has not yet grasped it. In Spite of our criticism of the
mistaken policy of the Third International, and tlie dangers of the
.theory of socialism in one country for the cause of the internation-
al working class, we ..re the first to recognize the importunce of
the new decision t.ken by the Soviet Union to offer us its powerful
aild agoinst the criminal intontions of Germany, Italy and Portugal.
Russia has realized that the noutrulity pact consisted in practice

* Our capitals.
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of allowing the intorvontion of fascist countries. A fascist
Furope would menace the existence of the Soviet Union. Russia
cannot stand passively asido when her own fate is bound up in
the fate of the Spanish proletariat. Henceforth we will fight
with renewed courage and optimism, for help is at hand."
(Spanish Revolution, #4, November 11, 1936. Our emphasis.)

Criticising Stalinisn “dth the left hand and supporting it with the
right, hanging on to the skirts of the Anarcho-Syndicalist burocracy, cap-
itulating to the bourgeoisie, the POUM in the same breath talked grandious-
ly of its "Marxist-Leninist® line: "The phenomenal growth of the P.0.U.M.
onthe other hand can be traced to thce fact that they, unlike the Stalinists
are carrying out a line of Marxisn-Leninism for the attainmont of workers
power and socialism." (Ibid. p. 3). Indeed it is not too rmch to say that
tae wretched POUM, susceptible to the immoral influenco of virtually every
opportunist tendency within the workingclass, finding 1ts hope in mirages
only to lose it in the desert sands of reality, did tromendous dama;e to the

cause Of Murxisu-Leninisn.
] * %* & E * * * * *

The Lovestoneites profess to be Bolsheviks but ;ive their "Bolshovism"
80 enormous & cruisin;; range that it takes in such a miserable negation of
Leninisn gs the unfortunate POUM. They declared the POUM to be "the only
revolutionary Comrmnist organization in Spain," only after the opportunist
aspects of the POUM became clparly dlscernihle, and when, according to all
signs, the fundamental Bolshevik principles were consistently and quite tho-
roughly disregardod by that orgunization.

For some time thoir traditional policy of instilling in the workors!
rinds thc falsc belief that the grim ronegade Stalin with his host of pros-
titutin; burocrats and blood-bespattercd assassins could be induced to revert
to Bolshevism, was applied by the Lovestoneites in Spain. Stalin's ultra-
Rifhtist contrivance for ensnarin;~ the masses, as some years agmo his ultra-
Leftist one, the Lovestoneites labelcd an "error"™! - "The policy ef the
People's Front is a disastrous error on the part of the C.I." (Workers Aze,
February 8, 1936.)

The Lovestoneites!'! opportunist policy of "Bolshevisin=" opportunism
bore a stron: resemblance to that of the Trotskyites. Compsllod by their
political craft to give a concrste line on the task of organizing a revolu-
tionary party in Spdln the Levestoneites, whose progrum exciuwded the advo-
cacy of a Fourth {(Luninist) International, soived the problem by extending
their "Bolshevising® effort to Socialists, Anarchists ani Syndicalists. The
Stalinist orpunizuation for etifling the prolctarian revolutiorn, led by Diaz,
Hernandez and other Spanisl. Browders and Stachels, being the nuclear point
of the Lovestoncifes' endcavors, was advised to abandon the People's Front
"illusion"!

"The C.P. and the left win; of tlie S.P. nmst rid themselvos
of the Peorle's Front illusion.... Tho formation of a united Com-
mnigt mass party composed 21 the present Cormunist Party, the
ler't Social-Demaderasny es well as of those anarchisis and Syndical-
ists who are ready ¢ chrow overtoard iheir .;i% refernist; apport-
unist and anarcao-gyndicalist ideas and tu pursue correct Cormmnist
tactics, is absolutely essential." (Workers Age, March 28, 1936.
Our enphasis.)

This expertly handled policy of spreading with a certain degree of reg-
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ularity the fraud that the treacherous "predent Commmunist Party" together with
the organizations and tendencies of classical opportunism could be induced to
absorb Merxism and pursue genuine Leninist tactics, was grave in its consequen-
ces. Having gained wide credence amecap militant workers in Spain the fraud de-
torred them from the path of tho formetion, cut of tho most advanced, honest
elements, of an indspendent Leninist Party. Meanwhiile Stalinism broadenod the
range of its activities. Becominy more securely entrenched within the masses,
skilfully avoiding the mistake of applying at any moment a Leninist policy,
Stalinism has very effectively sidetiracked the workers from their class road of
the establishment of a proletarian State.

The Lovestoneites! "criticism" of Stalinism has been “#n reality a web of
confusion and a cover for Stalin end his Liome burocracy. On occasion the Love-
stoneites rnake a half adnission that in fact Stalin's iron supervision extends
to every inch of the Cumintarn in matters of policy. Yet they have sought to
deepen the illusion among many workers that the policy of Stalin's French pup~
pets who together with the Fascists supported Blum in tho Chamber of Deputies
on the question of banning volunteers to Spain (590 votes to 00, conflicted
with the policy of Stalin and his cligue in the Krerlin ("Soviets"):

"French C.P. Votes Ban on Volunteers for Spain

Soviets expose treachery of Blum's Action while

French Cormunist Party ﬁives him unanimous sup-

port to strdngle Spain." (Workers Age, January 23, 1937)

Lovestone and his collaborators lived in political discomfort because
Stalinisn, Anarchism, Syndicalism and Social Democracy failed to appreciate
Lovestorne!s "Bolshevizing" efforts and have remained what they werc before.
Suddenly his competent "Leninist" eye spotted the full-grown POUM.

Ah, her: was a party! a political hodge-podge par excellonce. The POUM
was just the thing the Lovestoneites had in mind. Conpletely ignorant of the
genesis of Stalinism, tending in every, the POUM did not pry into Lovestonels
secret of having boen a direct builder of Stalinisr (see In Defense of Bolshe-
vism Vol. 1, #4), and tharefore constituted no danger to the former "Marxist
Trunk® of the Workers (Cormmunist) Party of America (sweet and lingerin~ memo-
riesl). At last the Lovestoneites found their ideal and clasped it to their
"Red" bosorm:

WHeorc is the POUM, the best revolutionary party that the
Spanish working class has »nroduced - nay more, the best mass revo-
lutionary porty in the entire capitalist world...Only the Workers
Party of Marxist Unification (POUM) remained truc to corrmnist
principles and clearly placei the problom of proletarian power and
prograr" (B. D. Wolfe, Civil War in Spain, pp. 71, 46.)

The Lovestoneites, "staunch champions® of the Marxzist-Leninist principle
against participation in coalition zovernments with the bourgeoisie, were pain-
ed by the action of the Spanisii Sialinites who welcomed bourgeois groups into
the People's Front Government but excluded the POUM. Lovestone wrotos

"A painfully crude espression of what the Peojle!s Front
line leads %¢ is 10 Te Joand in the maneuvers of the Comintorn sec-
tion in Casalonna 10 oxclwae the Pe0.U.l. from the government in
order to insurc the conrinaation of bourgecis democracy and capit-
alism throwghout Spain. The all-inclusive or vxpansive policy of
the Peoyle's Front whizhi las room for bourgeois groups of every pol-
itical tint, at tie samo time finds it necessary, under the direction
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of the Comintern, t6 exclude a revolutienary group in Catalonia
such as the P.0.U.ie" (J. Lovostone, The People's Front Illusion,
Ppe 56. Our emphasis.)

But the Lovestona-Wolfe--Herberp political perfidy and dupllicity nevor
omitted their traditional pelicy. The dominant key-note of their line, after
all, has beon the "curing® of the Comintern. And so, to make matters more
confusing, the Lovestoneites told the PO and other workers that under the
calious tyranny of the brutal renegade Stalin the burocratically oppressed
Russian masses were constructing Scclalism and gherefore Stalin's "interna-
tional" éngine of countor-roevolution could be "restored" 40 Bolshevik prin-
ciples:

"For the very reason that the CPSU, which is a Commnist
Party building socialism, completely dominates the Comintern,
it would be wrong tc deny tac possibility of restoring the
Comrrmunist Internatioral to revolutionary principles.." (Work-

ers Age, May 15, 1937.)

Theso lying words, designed to fix pernicious illusions among workers
concorning the worst and most treachercus ensny in their midst, were published
at the timc when the counter-revcluticnary agents of Stalin were slashing the
thrcats of the best workers in Spain and making ready to assassinate Nin and
other PO'M leaders. Lovestona's pro-Stalinist paralysis of analytical think-
ing hoelped iraitor Stalin to sproad reaction in Catalonia and the west of
Spain anda drive the toilers to slaughtor for the causc of the Stalinist buro-
cracy and intornational capitalisri.

* % % & Kk x %X * ¥

The future of the Marxist cause is at stake. The frichtful lesson of
the betrayal of the Spanish toilers rmust be burned deep into the consciousness
of the workers as with a blood-red flame of fire. Illusions, if persisted in,
lead to tragic ends. It is slieer fantasy to think that the leaders of Stalin-
ism, Social Deriocracy, Trotskyism, Lovestonsism and of otler pseudo-Marxisy
currents will or can abandor their opportunism. People who participated in
the blackest treason unprecedented in the annals of history stand neither omn
Marxist principles nor on intellectual honesty. Opportunism is ingrained in
their brains. It is necessary to accomplish a decisive transformation by
whest ing the advunced workers from the paralyzing jaws of the opportunistse
Else the last chapter of the Stalinist scourge and its objective assistants
will bo written in the Fascist terror blanketing the ontire globe, tho Stalin-
ridden Soviet Union included. Only by means of ruthless unmasking and strugsle
against all opportunism can the workers build a Bolshevik Intornational. The
new revolutionary world party, armed with Leninist principles which stood the
test of history - principlos like steel - will arouse the masses to overthrow
both "democratic" and Fascist imperialism, to eliminate the Stalinist burocracy
from the soil of the first Workers' State, and establish an international re-
public of the toilers founded upon the Loninist program of Workers Democracy.

FOR A MERCILESS EXPOSURE OF ALL CHARLATANS AND TRAITORS WITHIN THE WORK-
INT CLASS!

AGAINST THE OPPORTUNIST POLICY OF "CURING"™ THE OPPORTUNISTS, AND FOR THE
FORMATION OF THE LENINIST FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
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ERRATA: Page 16, fourth line from bottem, full sentence should reads

To Trotsky the zig—zags are hslter—skelter moves born of ignorance.




