~FIGHTING
WOR

WORKERS 25 WORLD
UNITE!

Organ of the Revolutionary Workers League of the U. S.

VOL. 1. No. 8, WHOLE No.

9

NEW YORK, AUGUST 8, 1936

PRICE: 1 CENT

ARMED WORKING CLASS OF SPAIN
~ MUST SEIZE STATE POWER NOW

@

Oil for Il Duce’s

Ships;Nothing for
Spanish Workers

When !l;\].\' ravaged the Ethio-
pian people this year, the Stalinist
bureaucrats in the Soviet Union
seow nothing wrong in shipping
cil for the ships of Mussolini. Op-
pressed Kthiopia turned for assist-
ance, not to the Soviet Union, but

No Aid in War
for Soviet Spain
Says Blum Govt

The Peoples’ Front Governme
I

of France has voted down tl
proposal to assist the Popul:
Front Government of Spain.
T he national

tablished by the bourgeoisie are |
more important for the Socialists |

 Danger That Peoples Front Gov’t
~ Will Make Terms with Counter-

|
|

boundaries es- : : A .
‘ The situation in Spain now

tolerate it.

Revolution Against Workers

is revolutionary. The capitalist regime exists only because the workers

The working class is demonstrating by its heroic action that it is the real power. But it does

to the League of Nations Plunder- and Stalinists who support the |not rule. The Peoples Front holds it back from seizing state power from the impotent capitalist class,

1

bhund

Today the Spanish workers are
chedding their blood in a struggle
crainst reaction, The Soviet
U nion has declared that for diplo-
reasons it would remain
2ioof.  The Communist Party of
the Soviet Union has done nothing
to rouse the Russian working class
to support their Spanish brothers.
he  Communist International is
tollowing suit all over the world.

I'he reason is obvious. The
Stalinist bureaucrats are opposed
revolution. The policy
ol tryving to build a Communist
ociety in Russia independently of
the international proletariat and
the progress of the world revolu-
tion, leads again and again to the
Letrayal of the workers.

matic

to world

Blum government, than the
nd death struggle of
. ‘
workers, |

|
On the other hand the Blum |

life | rousing the workers of Europe and the oppressed of the

the Spanish | monarchist-clerical-Fascist counter-revolution.

.\4'!%\.\..»\\\' LY

world to come to their assistance against the

IR TN

The need to take power is urgent and cannot be delayed without risking a smashing defeat.

To fight the reaction the Azana government must depend entirely on the support of the workers,

rovernment -has taken no steps to | I® order to work, to eat, to live, the workers are being driven step by step to make bolder and bolder

xpel the Spanish generals in the | demands, to seize factories and force the confiscation of bank

outh of France who are (;]N-nl\" o overthrow capitalism.

directing the revolt.

Blum is for law and order. He |

s against a revolution in
or anywhere else.

World imperialism can count on
friend Blum to do everything
against revolution in France and
| n Spain, too, the German Social
1 sts did in 1918 and 1919 against

he German revo.ution.

Down with the Peoples’ Front!

'Long live the world revolution!

What Is the Peoples Front 7

[

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
taught us over eighty years ago
of the working
with ca-

that the interests
irreconciliable
society which it must re-
place with a Communist society;
that under all circumstances the
working class must act independ-
ontly in its qwn interests which co-
incide with the interests of the op-
pressed of the entire earth; that it

lass are

pitalist

needs its own party which can act |

in its interests.

L.enin showed us that independ-
cnt action by the workers was the
bhasic requirement for making a
proletarian revolution. He
howed us that this was dependent
independent

also
on building an poli-
tical party to lead the workers in
cuch action.

Lenin fought to split the revo-
tionists from the reformist
~eeond International in order to

build the revolutionary Third In
ternational.
Third In-

Now the Second and
ternationals have rigged up the

Peoples Front in France, Spain
and other countries. The idea of
a united nation negates the idea

of independent action by the work-
» class and the irreconciliability
f its interests with capitalist so
ciety. The result, as we have seen
France and Spain, is to prevent
and break strikes, shoot down pea-
support the oppression of
of colonial peoples, bolster
ip capitalism and pave the way
Fascisn National unity, the
Peoples Front is a treacherous trap
the working class.

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY

The Peoples Front supporters
they defend democracy
Democracy in a
class society can be only a class
democracy. Under capitalism dem-

Ih1ons

argue that

against Fascism,

for the capitalists against the work
workers
can be achieved only by the over-
throw of capitalism and the es-|
tablishment of a dictatorship over
the capitalists,

To defend

therefore, to

ers. Democracy for the

democracy means, |
defend capitalism.
m this line the Spanish workers |
an never take power but must,
n the end, be crushed like the Ger-
nan workers, by Fascism.

3ut the workers in Spain are]
howing far better than their mis- |
eaders that they understand the
1ecessity  of independent action.
What they need is a revolutionary
arty to organize the seizure of
ower and the proletarian dicta
orship. That party should it arise
10w would be the first and most
owerful section of the Commun

st Fourth International.

'Spanish Youth
Groups Merge

concrete case of or-
ranic unity between the reformist
force of Stalinism and
Jemocracy to occur in any
fusion of the
Spanish Youth and the
Young Communist Federation. The
fused organization adheres fra-
ernally to the Young Communist
‘International, although it still con-
siders itself the Youth section of
the Spanish Socialist Party. It i
engaged in an attempt to
create a “united youth league” in
which even the Catholic Youth are

The first

Social
coulr
ry, was the recent

Socialist

now

nvited to participate

After the fus
roung 18ts NOTs
The expelled included Fourth In-
ternationalist elements as well as
supporters of the right wing of

ion, a number of

Socla

ocracy can mean only democracythe Socialist Party.

!um- thing:

{ the inevitable

expelled. now
)

Like Kerensky, the Azana gov-
rnment is forced by the workers

l"l‘:ln«‘(" o fight against an uprising from
f I But the grow-

16 extreme right.
ing menace to capitalism will drive
|the Peoples Front Government in-
to the camp of the monarchists and
asci‘ts. Already there are rumors
that Azanrna has offered the mili
ary leadership of the uprising
[ erms for a “peaceful” settlement.
Such a settlement can mean only
a conspiracy against the
workers to drown them in blood.
Kerensky entered into such a con
spiracy with Kornilov

In the struggle against Korniloy
Lenin prepared the workers for
treachery of Ke-
rensky.

I'he Spanish
yeen preparéd for the present situ
ation. The Peoples Front has held
them back from struggle. There i
party.

workers have not

10 revolutionary

The international working class |

s not in motion against capitalism,
n Germany, Italy and
Fascism holds the
In the Soviet

holds them back.

worker down.

Union Stalinism

|'."l|p]4 l"l"»!l'n

Stalinists and Socialists block the |

‘oad to revolutionary action every-
where. It is more difficult, there
‘ore, to smash the Spanish Ko
nilovs.

Kornilov
Kornilov’
went over to the revolution,
Two months later the Bolsheviks
cized power., The protracted char
acter of the struggle in Spain and
danger of treachery

Front Government

The struggle against
was brief and decisive.

force

Lhe growing

A People
make it imperative that the work-
ers seize power NOW,

"
by the

The Spanish workers have arms.
They can
they

take power. ['or that
need revolutionary organiza
on and leadership. None
Soviets must be created. A revolu-
tionary party must be built

exist

The workers can come to power
without Soviets and a revolution
ary party. But they cannot hold
it. They can only go down to glo
rious defeat

Through Soviets and a revolu
party the
can extend the

tion of 1917 to Spain
which ha
acrifice and courage
ng class which has wrought mira
which will lead it to victory even
Let us hope so. For on that
depends above all else the success
ful establishment of the prole-
arian dictatorship and the Fourth
International.

Spanish workers
Jolshevik
"

The worl

tionary
revolu
wrough

ing cla mira-

(""~ 4v_( nerolce

Austria, |

Garrett, League’s
Candidate Jailed

DETROIT, July 24,
Workers Vote

| Garrett, Presiden

arrested at

tial candidate was
|Livernois and Six Mile Road at
noon Friday, July 24th while ad-
WPA

their lunch period.

dressing workers

LAY

1 'Y )
iz!t!a
ittt

N
il

The WPA Workers’ Union of
which comrade Garrett i¢ an active
organizer is engaged in a very im
portant campaign for a raise in
pay for unskilled WPA workers: a
2.00  per month 4
wage; 60c¢ per hour; and no lay
toffs.  Comrade Garrett ha

‘security

been

very active in thi campaign
peaking as often as four times a
day.

Now there are eight organizer

going oul to the worker on the
projects to talk to them in the
noon, and in the

to make

nornings, at

vening the union a force

or the raise in pay The workers

are not in a mood to take “no

Spirit of 1776
or October 1917

Of th edelegates to the consti
tutional convention of the United

State forty were large owners
of public securitie eleven, ma
nufacturers and shippers; twenty
four banker (money-lenders at
that time); and fourteen (among

them Washington)
western lands.

speculators in

'y one out of every 33
in .he “Democracy” of 177
allowed to Property and
rreligious qualifications were al-
most universal,

people
6 were
vote,

accounts to pay wages.

Samuel

during |

They threaten
\

U.S. Ready to

- Act Against a

N . L

| Soviet Spain
| According to the capitalist press
he only interest Uncle Sam has in
he civil war in Spain is in protect-
ing the lives of his citizens. It's
true enough that the State Depart-
ment what it can to protect
[the representatives of American
[imperialism in Spain and other
countries, Jut something more is
[involved,

The United States’ direct special
interests in Spain are as not a
great as its interests in Mexico,
Cuba and other countries. But
its has a vital stake in Spain. The
[U. S. is the greatest foe of the
' Jetober Revolution., American im-
[perialism will do everything it can
(to prevent the extension of the
|proletarian  dictatorship to
|[countries. A Soviet Spain would
[be a powerful impulse to revolu

|

(l(l.‘.\

other

. |tionary action all over the world.

[If the Spanish struggle develops
to a proletarian dictatorship the
United States will not fail to act
U. S. VERSUS ENGLAND
jut  England, United States’
great rival is vitally concerned
with what is going on in Spain.
England has supported the Popu
lar Front Government because it
wants a friendly government
north of Gibraltar and it does not
want a Fascist dictatorship whose
foreign policy would line it up
with Italy and Germany. England
wants a European bloe against the
United States. Its policy swings
around the possibility of holding
Spain in line or losing it to its
rivals,
~The United States is in a posi
tion to jump either way to sup
port the Government or the re-
bels according to the tide of bat
tie and the general European
situation.  But whatever it does
w"H be motivated by two consider-
ations in the main: undying
hostility to proletarian revolution
u‘nd the necessity of preventing
hnghuul from lining up Eurape
against the United States.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution and its bastard grand-
rong, the Stalinists can have their
spirit of 1776, We prefer the
spirit of the October Revolution
of 1917. Which established the

first proletarian dictatorshic
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_etter to Party
Leaders Showed

Road to Power

The following extracts from

Lenin’s letter contains refer-
ences to ‘“certain Bolsheviks”
whom he does not name. Lenin

was hitting Stalin, Zinoviev and
Kamenev who were opposed to |
his proposal to seize power by
armed insurrection. Lenin con-
ducted a sharp struggle against
them which he won.—Ed.

The Kornilov rising is a
ormidable and, one might say, a
eally unbelievable dramatic
troke.

Like every sudden and complete
hange in the political outlook it
emands a revision of our tactics.

And, as in every revision, we must
e more than careful, not to fail
war principles.

To admit the point of view of
hose who advocate national de-
ense or even (like certain Bolshe
‘iks) would go to the extent of
oalition with the Social-Revolu-
ionaries, in support of the pre-
isional Government, would be, I
m deeply convinced, to fall into
he grossest error and at the same
ime to prove an absolute lack of
wrinciple.  We shall not become
iartisans of national defense until
fter the seizure of power by the
woletariat Until  the
nent of the seizure of power by |
he prolotariat, we are for the pro-
etarian revolution, we are against |
he “defensists”. ‘

Even now, we must not support
he revolution of Kt'l‘q'll.\'k)’. Iy «
vould be a failure of principle. |
low then, it will be said, must |«
Lornilov not be fought? Certain-
vy yes. But between fighting Kor- | |
rilov and supporting Kerensky
here is a difference; there is a t
imit to all things, and that limit
8 passed by few Bolsheviks |«

mo- |

a

vhen they fall for reconciliation, we shall
the present with overthrowing Ke-

nd let themselves be carried away
'y the torrents of events, 1

We wage and shall continue to t

®

wage war on Xornilov, but we do
not support Kerensky; we unveil
his feebleness . . .

Spanish Working Class Can L

BULLETS OR BALLOTS

What the Spanish Civil War Teaches About Capitalist Democracy

By LOUIS ROBERTS
Vice- Presidential Candidate
WORKERS VOTE

The capitalists all over the world never fail
to talk about democracy and denounce the “‘reds”
as bloody dictators who don’t listen to the “voice
of the people”. Unfortunately most workers, es-
pecially in the United States, believe these lies.

The present civil war in Spain shows clearly
enough how capitalists really listen to the “voice
of the people” when their dearest interests are
involved. The e¢lections in the winter and spring
showed a clear swing to the left and a majority
for the Popular Front. The vote took place on the
basis of the laws worked out by the capitalists
themselves. Millions were disfranchised as in the
United States and other capitalist countries. More-
over the entire election was conducted on a non-
revolutionary The Socialist and Stalinist
parties combined elect a “liberal” capitalist
politician, Azana.

POPULAR FRONT BROKE STRIKES

The Popular Front Azana government broke
strikes and shot down peasant who got tired of
starving on the promises of capitalist reformers
and Socialist and Stalinist social reformers. These
latter parties did everything they could to hold
workers back from struggle,

But the workers and peasants could not be held

basis.
to

back. The workers’ demands grew, as they should,
in boldness. They became more and more aggres-
sive and came into greater and greater conflict
with capitalist property relations and the state.
The peasants also continued to fight for relief
from the misery which they have endured for cen-
tures. Capitalism itself was threatened.

The monarchists, the Fascists, the Catholic
Church saw that the Azana government could not
hold the workers down by democratic fol-de-rol.
They saw that the best services of the Socialists
and Stalinists were not sufficient. Here was a
working class which would not take it lying down
as the German workers did thanks to the German
Socialists and Stalinists. The reactionaries decided
to force the workers and peasants back into their
yokes by force. They opened up the civil war.

CIVIL WAR SETTLES CLASS CONFLICTS

This is not a new development in the history of
society. Every ruling class rules by force and
resists by force every attempt to overthrow it
whether the oppressed class proceeds by ‘“demo-
cratic’” means or by force. Every class struggle
leads eventually to armed struggle.

The great lesson which the workers must learn
is that class conflicts are settled by civil war. They
always have been and they always will be—until
classes are eliminated in a world Communist so-
ciety. It will be that way in the United States.
The workers must prepare for that situation.

gaged in
In what, then, does our change
f tacties . consist?
In this: that we modify the form
f our struggle against Kerensky.

rensky. That

Kornilov) the only to Kerensky that we should
put these claims; it is not so much
[to Kerensky as to the workers,

|soldiers and peasants . . .

already
now it

were
But

15

| It would be erroneous to believe

without

sideration

Without diminishing in the least

it in the world our hostility . . .
renouncing our intention
o beat him, we declare that con-
must be given to the
‘ircumstances of the moment, that
not concern ourselves at

‘ensky, that we shall now conduct
he struggle against him in another

of our plan of campaign, and

therein lies the change.
Another change: at this moment
we place equally in the forefront
the reinforcing of our agita-

tion for what might be called
“partial” demands: . . . we say to
Kerensky: legalize the hand-

ing over of the b.g estates to the
peasants: establish working class

that we are turnng away from our
principal objective: the conquest of
power by the proletariat. We have,
on the contrary, got considerably |
nearer to it, but indirectly, by a|
flanking movement . Only the
active development of that war
(against Kornilov—Ed.) can lead
us to power . . . End of August,
1917 (Our emphasw),

earn from Lenin’s Tactics

®

Defeat Counter-
Revolution! Set
Up Soviet Govt!

The present uprising of the
Spanish Kornilovs was made pos-
sible by the temporizing policies of
the Azana Peoples Front regime.
Azana adopted a still more spine-
less attitude toward the forces of
the counter-revolution than did
Kerensky in the corresponding pe-
riod of the Russian revolution.

Since the liberal burgeoisie rep-
resented by Azana, Carares-Quiro-
ga, Companys, Giral and company,
has been in power, the reactiona-
ries have been able, almost un-
molested, to prepare the counter-
revolution against the preletariat.

MENSHEVIK POLICY

Instead of demanding action
against the reactionaries, instead
of preparing the workers, instead
of exposing the cardboard Ke-
rensky, Azana, before the masses
[the Socialist and Stalinist parties
[in Spain followed the same policy
las did the Mensheviks in Russia.
'They supported the liberal bur-
”gcoisie and tie the hands of the
| working class in the interest of the
‘class enemy. While the masses
were engaged in a tremendous
|strike movement, from February
|to July, the whole line of the So-
|cialist and Communist parties was:
| “give the republic a chance to
solve its problems”. They claimed

|

|way by emphasizing to the people [control of cereals and manufac- | that to press the government with
(and it is the people who are en- |tured products, etc. And it is not revolutionary demands was to play
fighting
weakness and vacillations of Ke-
we
doing previously.
this which comes to the foreiron.

the game of reaction.
| A positive revolutionary situa-
tion exists in Spain today. The
;bouregois order cannot maintain
itself and its state apparatus is
only able to survive to the extent
that the workers tolerate it.

No support to the Peoples Front
government!

Defeat the counter revolution!

Build soviets of workers, pea-
sants and soldiers!

Land to the peasants!

Workers control of production!

Extend Lenin’s October
Spain.

to

Warning to the Communist

Party Against

Gangsterism

Yo the Central Committee, L
Jommunist Party, U.S.A. |

In the last few months members
f your party have broken up open d
ur meetings organized by to
wesent the views of revolutionary {
darxism to the working class on {
he issues of the day. This prac- .
ice has not been confined to New
‘ork but is general

On Friday, July 25, people who
wroclaimed themselves

us

members of

ack,

POLICE RAID US

After we were back in our head-|

juarters a squad of flatfeet and
v dick barged in together with a
‘ellow in eivilian clothes who was
old to pick out the one who had
‘slugged” him. He said he couldn’t

ind an attempted {frame up was
wmrrowly averted.
On the evening of July 28th

he Communist Party from their beat up comrades Mienov and
latform made a concerted at Shack who were selling the anti-
empt to disrupt our open air

neeting at the corner of 14th St.
ind University Place in Manhat
an,

| When there was no longer any
point in continuing, we concluded
wur meeting and began to return
0 our headquarters, We were fol
owed by members of your party
ind hundreds of workers. On the
vay we were attacked and fought !

THE FIGHTING WORKER

tice led, in the
very
wore

munist

war issue of the Fighting Worker
at a meeting called to protest the
terror in Nazi Germany.

TWO WORKERS KILLED

You that this prac-
summer of 1932 to
serious results, Two workers
killed Manhattan on the

will recall

m

corner of Seventh Street and Ave-

A.

of the
America

A meeting
League of

e Com-

was

broken up by vour members and

Published the 1st and 156th of |followers. A serious fight broke
every month by the out. Thousands of workers gath
fighting Worker Publis) ing Co, ered and blocked the street. After

28 East 14th Street, N.Y.C. t

Chicago Office:

2159 W. Division Street (

Jubscription rates United

States: $1.50 per year: 85c per

"ix months, Bundle rates l1le¢ a
opy.

Special six months subseription
ate of 60 cents each in bloes of
“our or more.

. Special three month subscrip-
cion rate of 25 cents in block of
our or more.

in the

munist

he League members left the Com-
Party unit in that area
‘pened up a meeting., Bricks were

thrown from a roof and two work
ors were ‘\Xl‘n‘l{

\ ou
League

promptry the

with

narged
n‘.lll'\l(‘!'. \‘nu were
challenged to pro
duce your evidence before a work

immediately

class

ng Jury. Caught like any
brass  check artist or Hearst
slanderer you ignored the chal
lenge. On the basis of vour foul

Vol. 1 August 8, 1936 No. 8 statements comrades Oehler and
. Whole No. 9 Stamm were summoned to the Dis
! (Labor Donated) trict Attorney's office for ques
:

DriveFicks UpSpeed

LAST ISSUE

Regular paid bundle orders.. 1475
Extra paid bundle orders.... 3000

DI B i i 0
| THIS ISSUE

Regular paid bundle orders.. 1670
Extra paid bundle orders 1110

members of the Communist Party

Paid subs.

81

By November 1st

Regular paid bundle orders.. 3000
Paid subs. ... A et 0 U 500

Send $1.00 for 4 prepaid subs;
each good for a 3 months' sub

seription, Sell them to friends an+
fellow-workers and get your money

back.

tioning, The stage was all net for
a murder frame-up. Foriunately
nothing came of it. Lator it was
revealed that the bricks had been
thrown by a disgruntied ex-mem-
ber of the Unemployed Councils
who is now in jail fos that act. You
carned the universul contempt and
condemnation of the labor
ment.

You cannot stop our meetings.

You cannot silence the voice of
Marxism. You have tried it be-
fore and failed. We will defend

our meetings and comrades against
all attacks. If vou do not stop
your members from attacking our
meetings  the responsibility for
whatever occurs, and no one can
foresee what will occur from such
practices, will on
you,

rest squarely
Central Committee,

Revolutionary Workers League,
Hugo Oehler, National Secretary

Read the Fourth International.

— ———

move-

iMillions— i(ept

from Voting

by Boss Election Laws

’ Landon, Roosevelt, Lemke,
"l" owdar and Thomas are busy ap-
'[N‘:lli!lg‘ for votes.

ILnere are eighty one million
people in the United States over
seventeen, according to the 1930
census. Forty eight million are
listed workers. How many of |
them are permitted to vote.

as

Five million foreign born work- !
ers, exploited to the point of
starvation, are not permitted to
vote,

Two million “floaters”
conservative estimate), forced to
travel from state to state and
citv to city to look for work, can
not vote.

(a very

Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, and other States, don't per-
mit paupers to vote.

Ten states disfranchise poor
workers and farmers who cannot
pay the poll tax.

Eight million youth between 17 |
and 21, old enough to be exploited |
in factories and shops can not vo%e.,

This is the democracy we have
in the United States, a democracy
of, by, and for the bosses, against
the working class.

To expose this sham the Revo-
lutionary Workers League is con-
ducting the Workers Vote cam-
paign. All those over seventeen

|are cligible to vote on the Work-

ers Vote lists. A vote on these
lists is a vote for a workers gov-
ernment in the United States, for
the overthrow of capitalist. These
lists are being circulated now.
They are open to those whom the
capitalists allow to vote in the
regular elections and those who
are disfranchised. Those who can
vote in the November elections
can register their sentimont- for
revolution by writing in the names
of the Revolutionary Workers
League candidates, Garrett and
Roberts, at that time.

Off the Press!
Boss Elections

— e

Oregon allows only those who | -4
own property to vote Pl'll".\‘)’l‘ The workers VOte
vania and South Caroline allow o :
= cents a copy

only those who pay taxes to vote.

Georgia, Mississippi, New Hamp-
shire, and Pennsylvania do not
rermit those who are in pay-
ng taxes to vote.

Poor people can't vote.

Four million Negroes in the |
South are deprived of their vote |
by “law™ and terror. Negro work- |
lers in the North are intimidated
and threatened to stop them from |
voting at least, to make them
“vote right”.

late

-0r,

——— —

The Black Legion

Union Busters
by

George Saul

2 cents a copy
Order from
East 14th Street, N.Y.C.

2159 W. Division,

28 1
or ("n]‘(:lg(\

o Support to Azana! Create Soviets! Take Power!

!




