and’ many bourge:ns writers hint

~what they are.

. attempt to gam 16 votes at a peace

coalition” of lesser p‘o'wers

. granting some democratic rights to
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Avord the Errors oi the
Parls Commune

March 18 1871 st111 stands ‘as a
glowmg tribute t9 the herom of
thé workers of Paris of that day.-
I was theh that they ‘drove their

treacherous ‘government out of the:
city, took over power and ‘estab-’

lished the Paris Commune. For’

70 days they ‘demoeratically ‘ad-]

ministered their 6wn affairs, main-’
taifred ‘a ‘government ‘of the work-
ing class, by the working class and
for the working class, but, be-
cause they confined themselves to

one city, had faith in the ‘lib-
erals” of that day, and failed to-

crush “their capitalist class ‘they:
theniselves were crushed.

The French capitalists made!
their immediate peace with Bis-
marck, the war between thé capi-

talists of two different natiohs was’
" called ‘off while they wunited to
smash their common enemy—the!
1them. The bayonets of the bosses.
In 1917 the errors of the Paris

working class in action.

Commune were carefully avoided
and the Russian Wworkers carried
their struggle through and estab-
lished a Workers’ State.

In 1944 the Russian Bureacracy

CIOSes its eyes to the bloody Jes-
sons learned by long years of
‘struggle. Tt advocates ‘“national
unity” in Europe, America, wher-

hand.
of betrayal by faith in the exploit—

gotten the Paris Commune.

They are prepared to do it again—
their own battle for markets can
wait when it is a question of the
profits for some of them versus a
question of profits for dny of
them.

The workers ‘are still learmng
the hard way, through death and
defeat and decimation. The next
révolution will hot stop at half-
way measures. The glowing words
of the ‘liberals” no longer blind

no longer frighten them. The ap-
paratus of the state as the weapon
of the ruling capitalist class is no
longer concealed from them. The

working class is learning the les-
sons of the Paris Commune!

FERMENT

The chiefs of ‘the Japanese army
and havy, Field Marshal Sugiyama
and Admiral Nagano, have been
removed from their posts by the
irmiperial ‘government.

: In the midst of war, where the
" Japanese victories of 1941 and
1942 have hardly been touched,

this is ‘a ‘surprising incident.
. Some people say the two men

S were removed because of the loss

of 200 planes and 20 ships at
Trik. That “explanation,” how-
ever, is ridiculous. After Pearl
Hairbor, whére America lost much
more—only the admiral and gen-
eril ‘on the 'spot were removed, not
Admaral ng ‘or General Marshall/
—the chiefs of staff, much more
importatit people.

It has also been suggested that
there is flow ‘a possibility of peace
bétween Japan and Chang-Kai-
Shek._ Conditions in China "are
miserable, There is inflation of
5,000 per cent. Madame Chiang
and her husband are being called
Fascist by none other than Mad-

- ame ‘CHigng’s sister, the wife of

the founder of the Chinese Repub-
" He, Sun Yat Sen.
. may not be a basis to the peace

There may or;

ru‘rﬁor Bt‘ﬂ: it hardly séems prob-]

able that Japan would remove its
highest military officials on the
eve of such a victory.

INTERNAL DISCONTENT
It must be remembered that in

important roles in the political
theater., The most logical expla-
nation for the removal of such im-
portant imperialist figures seems’
to lie in the internal policies of
Japan.

Can it be that mass discontent is’
forcing some changes in Japanese’
politics? Allied Labor News re-
ports giant strikes in 1941 and
1942. The same source, interview-
ing Japanese prisoners in ' China,
concludes that the peasantry is
highly critical of the regime and
the sacrifices imposed. After the
first war, in which Japan hardly
participated (it lost only 300 men
in the first World War) there
were giant struggles in the coun-
tryside.

We do not yet know the facts]
behind the change. But there is a
strong hint that important class
struggles® against "Japanese impe-
rialism are shaping up within Ja-
jan, as well as within all other

capitalist countries.

ever the capitalists have the upper
It preaches an ‘old sermon’
ers. But the rulers have not for-
They

united ‘to crush the revolutions
during and after the last war.]

| tative like Roosevelt.

Japan the Army and Navy play]

Beneath

. ‘Senator Barkley, in condemnmg
RooSevélt’s veto of ‘the feévenue
bill, has shocked the bourgeois
world. The President’s outstand-
ing support:er “in Congress has
roundly condemned the “blg boss”
himself. )

Naturally the pro-Admini’stz‘ation
press attempts to pass it all off as

a “matter of war -nerves” that will
heal quickly. The anti-Adminis-
tration papers, on the other hand
gleefully present the incident as a
sign that “Congress is waking up”
‘to the bureatcracy of the New
Deal.

Bt ‘there is more to ‘the out~
burst, and ‘the latter apologies by
both sides, thqn ‘meets the naked
eye. The isstie runs deep ‘into the

"api It isn’t’
just accidental or ln‘cldental., On’
the contrary, Barkley’s attack and
Roosevelt’s apology ‘are only symp-’
toms of a pernicious disease.

THE NEW BILL

What was ‘all the ‘shouting over?

Roosevelt wanted a revenue bill
that would tax 10 billion dollars’
more out of American pocketbooks
—partially from the rich, and
mostly (inevitably) from the poor.
Congress gave him only 2 billion
dollars in additional taxes.

That might not have been too
bad; but the new bill is too rank;
even for a Wall Street represen-
It saves the
exploiters a 1 per cent tax on their
total yearly payroll (a billion dol-
lars or more). It grants favors to
industries like lumber, gas pipe-

Bark ley’s

It opens up new loopholes for the
wealthy — about 150 billions’
worth. And it ‘protects the big
corporations from “re-negotlatlon”
after this year. (The swindles of
Big Business afe so great that even

off some of itin ¢ -negotlatxon ”)
SAVING THE SYSTEM

The Capitalist Administration is

naturally interested in gaining

Patterson ‘has pomted out that the
big moguls are putting away 40

Ibillion dollars in postwar funds,
WHICH ESCAPES TAXES.‘ But!
a far-sighted capitalist like Roose-

velt is worried not only about the
present meeds of Morgan, Rocke-
feller, Dupont .et al.,
their long-term needs.

‘Capitalism in the period of de-

can give, to whom it can sell, etec.

anarchy wouald cause defeat in the
present war and a reveélutionary
crisis. Roosevelt must save his
capitalist system from such a “ca-
tastrophe.”

vorites; it ‘does mnot siphon off
enough money from the biggest
national income in history. Mr.
Roosevelt feels that will lead to
greater inflation, will upset his
“compensatory economy,” to use

lines, airlines, and many others.

a term of Stuart Chase.

y The WAC recruiting drive, orig-
inally scheduled to enroll 150,000,
has succéeded in enrolling only
60,000 women after nearly two
years of effort. Col. Oveta Culp
Hobby, female head of the WAC,
explains that: “Nothing Ileads me
to believe that we are going to get
a volunteer army of 400,000 or
500,000 women. We’ve never been
able to get a volunteer army of
men that big.” (Time MagaZzine,
Dec. 27, 1943.) )

Col. Hobby thus reveals that not
only are men largely opposed to
voluntary service in the military
but that women are even more hos-
tile to the idea.

This situation is doubly bad—in
‘the-'eyes of the bourgeoise—be-
cause 'Col. Hobby’s statement re-

Tveals that the originally planned

Stahn’s 16 Republics

February 15 1944—-St_alinism
has granted “autonomy” in foreign
relatlons to 16 Soviet Republics,

that there are “dlsturbmg factors”
behind this move but don’t tell

Some are childish enough to be-
lieve that the present move is an,
table. But “peace” ‘treaties are
written in_ terms of military
rength, not numerical votes.
Otherwise the big imperalists
would .always be outvoted by any

No one can be naive enough to
thing that Stalinism is suddenly

some of the Soviet nationalities.|
The biggest Soviet Republic, under
he new arrangement, the Moscow,

‘Republic, is about two or three

times as large as all the others put
together, and within its confines
are literally dozens of non-Russian
peoples in Siberia and elsewhere.

No, the move is purely political,
And its guiding ‘motif is the basic
antagonism between the degene-
rated workers state and the im-
perialist powers.

CLASS UNITY

Let’s dig beneath the surface
and see what comes up. Germany
today is facing a war on two|
major fronts. She also faces the
threat of revolution within Europe
and within the Reich itself. Should
the revolution occur sopn, German
capitalism will be faced with the
choice of making a quick deal with
the three “allied” powers or with
one or two of them. To uncondi-
tionally surrender to all three

would mean‘a complete defeat. Tol

surrender to the Soviet Union
(nothwithstanding Stalinist de-
terioration) would mean giving;
material and political aid to the
revolution within Europe. The
most likely alternative, therefore,
would be a deal with Britain or
the United States, or probably
both, to have the Allied troops
come into Germany to keep “or-
der.” On such a basis the “Allies”
might even be willing to give
Geimany a free hand in the East,
or they might unite to help smash
the Soviet Union.

History is filled with such ex-
amples.
italists invited Bismarck and his
troops into Paris, rather than face
the Paris Commune.

In 1940 the French bourgeoisie

made ‘“peace” with Germany rath-
(Contmued on page 3) /

WAC DRIVE FLOPS

strength of the WAC at 150,000
has been tentatively at least, in-
creased to 400,000 or 500,000 and
in spite of this ruling class desire
the women won’t come in.

In fact when the WAAC was’

changed to the WAC and women
were permitted to resign about
one out of five resigned and went
home. Mrs. Hobby, herself a moth-
er of two children, now. states that
compulsory recruiting — conserip-
tion—would be necessary to meet
the quota.
REGIMENTATION NOT
GLAMOROUS

Col. Hobby’s excuse that even
-men do not volunteer in such num-
bers does not explain why WAC
récruiting has béen such a dismal
flop after all the high pressure
propaganda put into selling the
idea. Two Senators (bright chaps,
no doubt) explain it all by the

staternent that the WAC uniform
is not “snappy enough” and doesn’t

have “that certain touch — that
something which sets the WAVES.
and lady Marines apart.”

But the WAVES and lady Ma-
rines recruiting drives have also
come to a virtual standstill even
though their 'quotas- were much
lower than the WAC.

Directly contradicting the two
“clever” Senators is Dr. Donald A.
Laird, internationally known
psychologist, who was quoted in

a January 5th, 1944, United Press

item as follows: “. . . It is not
the uniform which is at fault—it
is the name. The name WAC is
much wackier than the uniform
. women dislike nicknames un-
less they are complimentary or
flattering ones.” Someone should
whisper to the good doctor that
military service, by any other
name, is still military service.

(Co’ntm led

In 1871 the French cap-|y...

THEIR government must sxphon anc

more proflts for the rich. For in-
starice, Under Secretary of War.

but a‘bout"

cay needs ORGANIZATION and
|DISCIPLINE from its own class.’
The state.tells each company how:
much steel it can get, iow many lass,
hammers it can make, what pay it

Without such DECREES capitalist

{its usefulness as a bourgeois
The revenue bill plays petty fa-|

1is definitely capitalist,

SECTIONAL COMPETT

Congress, ‘on the other
just doesnt gwe a damn. 1
election Year, i the ﬁrst P
The Repnbhcans are out. t

they don't care how they get-
They’re trying to play up to AL
section of the population. They
réacting to all sorts of pressure
The Southern Democrats a
motivated by other things.
war has brought gigantlc hew
tories and investments to |
South. The South has few uhi
it ‘Has low pay; and if left alomn
without government inte;
—it hopes to compete wi Nort
ern industry on a better than equa
basis. It wants “free compe
for 1ts OWn sectlonal alms

ciplining of the WHOLE ¢ A
class, and it wants much &te
measures against the

,,,,,,

‘ lNCREASiNG ,

Therein lies the - fundam
conflict betweén Congress 4nd ‘th
Administration—a conflict as ba
sic as the contradictions of capltal
isin itself. Congress has outlived

strument. Tt is unwieldy, too slow
too subject to pressure. It resists
the organization of capitalism (or:
ganization of anarchy and scar
city) just like the German Reich
stag resisted it in 1980-32 and th,
French Parliament resisted it in
1937-39.. The Roosevelt -govern-
ment, on the other hand, is.like
the Daladier government of 1937
in France, or the Von Papen
Bruening governments in  ‘Ge
many. It is a government that
rules increasingly by decrée—th
decree orders of a War Labo
Board on wages, or War Produe:
tion Board on production quotas
or OPA on prices, etc.

In all capitalist countriés tod
the trend is unmistakable—Parl
ments and judicial bodies are being
reduced to impotence. The trend
is toward greater and greater gov:
ernment centralization.

The Bonapartist regime of Roo:
velt is at a mild stage in.this pr
cess. Although the present regimse
it appear
to rest “above” classes. It dis
ciplines (or attempts to) its o
class, and it lashes and bleeds ¢
working class through higher tax

gam even a temporary _réspi

higher prices, - controlled ant
'frozen wages, freezing of jo
proposed labor draft, etc. The
hammer blows, of course, ar
against the working class—its «
rect enemy. It is only trying
organize its own class for its su
poséd historic role — imperialis
rulér of the universe. And that
role demands discipline, elimina
tion of “free” competition, govern
ment by decree, and an organize
economy of scarcity.
HISTORY DEMANDS COMMU-
NISM OR FASCISM
Congress cannot fight off th
real dangers—it is too phlegmati
and disorderly, too subject to lob:
bying and pressure.. But the Ad
ministration must TRY. Unf
tunately, Rdosevelt - Bonapartism
(or Willkie or Bricker or Dewey
Bonapartism, which may -repl
it) cannot achieve the task, eith
It suffers from the “handlcap
that a labor movement still exi
The plain truth is that capit
ism, must either be overthrown anc
replaced by Commuhnism,




This article is continued from
February F. W)

In our study of these figures,
e used the diet provided by the
etropolitan Life Insurance Com-
y in its advice to policy-holders
how to keep healthy on low in-
es. This booklet was published
uring the depression, and cut the
et to the minimum, assuming
it the father was unemployed,
working only part time. We

ason for not giving the best pos-
ble diet at the lowest cost, since
e health of its policy-holders di-
tly affects the profits of the
ompany; in addition, we have
1ecked this diet against authorita-
ve medical sources. However, in
ference to the longer working
ours -of the father, we increased
he amount of meat used material-

ent greater amounts,
provements in the types used.
t the risk of elevating bourgeois
yebrows, we have allowed our
orker’s family to have chicken
very other Sunday, and some sort
£ roast—of the cheaper cuts, of
oursel—on the alternating Sun-
ays. We also slightly increased
he amounts of cheese and eggs
' but made no other
in the insurance com-
any’s budget. But this brings
ur minimum diet up to $15 per
eek for a family of four, or $780
er year as opposed to the $668.25
ermitted by the Bureau. It looks
s 'if we may have to put our
rorker back on pig’s knuckles and
eckbones after all!

Delving just a little deeper into
ood price increases, we find again

the increases are greatest on those
items which make up the bulk of
the workingman’s diet. We note
such increased - percentages as
these: Eggs, 84.6; white potatoes,
87.5; spinach, 71.8; green beans,
90.3; onions, 119.4; dried beans,
77.6; apples, 156.8; sweet pota-
toes, 158.2; pork liver, 100.0; and
numerous others, all -of them sta-
ples in the food budget of the.low-
est income groups.

Bear in mind that these figures
are not made up out of our own
minds, or even compiled by our
own writers; they are the pub-
lished figures of the Bureau of
Statistics of the Department of
Labor. And they are published by
the same government that has the
temerity to hold us to the disgrace-
ful 15 per cent steal formula; and
that even draws the conclusion
from its own figures that the cost
of living for the worker’s family
has risen a bare 23.2 per cent!

We did not attempt to do the
same thing for clothing and other
items, partly because no details
are given in the Bureau’s report;
but also because admittedly food
is the largest item in the worker’s
budget, and it is food particularly
, that has gone up out of all propor-
tions, despite “ceiling” prices, sub-
sidies and other supposed pallia-
tives which are not felt in any
appreciable effect on the work-
er’s pocketbook; and we have used
Washington prices because that
city is taken as the base in the
Bureau’s report.  But we submit
that similar studies, with perhaps
even movre startling results could
be made with the costs in cities
where defense industry has swollen

the population and the prices out

larger wage increases of those cities.

What a steal! What blatant
and open-faced deception' of the
workers! When with the simplest
arithmetic, the figures can be
shown to the false, the government
yet presents them to us and asks
us to accept them! Insisting that
we must not strike, that we must
be “patriotic,” must  accept the
petty wages handed out to us,
barely enough to support a. mini-
mum standard of living (by their
own figures) and must pay the
enormous taxes—Ilevied by them,
not by the workers—and close the
“inflationary gap” by putting our
“surplus” into war bonds — for
them, to support THEIR war!

But more and more, the work-
ers are asking, “What gap are they
talking about?” and suggesting
that the gap be closed between the
wages they actually receive, and
the cost of living, plus taxes, com-
pulsory bond purchases, plus sav-
ings for the inevitable hangover
from this war, plus a little ordi-
nary decent, human style of living
for “themselves and ,their children.
That is the real “gap” that needs

to be closed, and it needs to bel|.

closed by smashing the “Little
Steel” formula and bringing wages
up to somewhere near a decent
standard of living.

Only under a government con-
trolled by and for the workers
will the cost of living approximate
a “living wage,” and will a living
wage mean real LIVING, and not
the bare subsistence, with a little
more over for the propagaflon of
more workers for the bosses to
exploit, that is handed out to us
under the capitalist system.

" (The following is' an eye-witness
stimate of class relations in Great

eturned.—Ed. note).

England is experiencing a tre-
mendous internal convulsion. Class
-elations are sharpening, with a
eep left shift among the masses.
The background for this devel-
pment is Britain’s international
position. The war has brought out

the United States.. The Empire
s in decline; it is felt everywhere.

States.

fter the war the situation will
¢ desperate.

e living standards of the masses.
rough the sea of revolution.

EFT SHIFT OF THE MASSES
The

d discontent.

- fact.
a thousand ways;

rown

-ushed ;
constant ferment.

ost. faith i

CLASS CLEAVAGE IN BRITAIN

a dissatisfaction with the defeats
in the first years, defeats that

ritain by o comrade who has just|brought out clearly, sharply and

suddenly, the declining position of
Britain’s ruling class. :

Bitter general criticism meets
every instance of inefficiency, in-
competence and inequality. The
trade unions claim eight million
members—the highest in Britain’s
history.

Strikes are increasing in num-

n sharp relief England’s losing|ber, scope and political level. In
ight, particularly in relation to|1942 there were more strikes than

in any year since 1926. But in
1943 the strikes became larger, in-

At the moment her position seems|volving more workers and taking
mproved in a military sense; but|on an increased political content
he victories are not her victories|of oppesition to government deci-
they belong to the Soviet Union|sions. The miners, shipyard work-
and to the enormous subsidies in|ers, transport workers and “engin-
food and munitions by the United|eering” (tool and machine shop,

lathe hands, drill press, assem-

Even now Britain can afford|blers, etc.) that is heavy indstry—
few " concessions to the masses. takes the lead.

It should be noted that in 1938

To retain even a|scme 65 per cent of Britain’s popu-
second rate position in the world|lation was the working class; in
market will require a deep cut in|1943 over 75 per cent.

The ruling class is compelled to

nd that assumes that Britain can|rest on labor, to depend on the
t only hold on to India, Austra-{labor “leaders” to carry out their
, Canada and other parts of the|measures.
mpire, but can also steer safely Labor Party coalition Churchill

If it were not for the

would fall tomorrow. This fact in
part explains the degree of demo-

JIn spite of the military victories| cratic rights, of freedom of speech,
ere is a growth of radicalization|still afforded the workers.

war has
anged the consciousness of the
orking class, and of all classes
Normal life is disrupted | Party in place of something better;
L men and|but criticism of the leaders is.wide-
ymen by the millions are torn|spread and-general. Among scme
om old, settled, routine life and|of the people the disillusionment
into the armed forces;|with the officialdom takes the
omes destroyed, bombed, nightly|form of rejection of all politics.
ackouts, family life disrupted,
omen in industry, rationing, scar-|tions of the youth. The official-
ty, inequality, the youth in the|dom is moving to the right, the
rmy, navy, ete.; the middle class|masses to the left.

the masses are respon-
to new ideas, mew solutions,|forts to create rifts between work-
.atisfied with the old; restive;|ers and soldiers by stories of high

POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS
RISING
The masses support the Labor

This is especially true of sec-

The bourgeoise makes gréat ef-

wages in industry, strikes, ete.

he old faith’ in the ruling class| This has some effect. But, on the
shattered; the ruling class itself | other hand, British -soldiers have
itself. There is'a high political level, far higher

than the Americans. They even go
so far as to have political discus-
sion groups in the army and open
discussions and debates on whether
the war is imperialist. The army
is very close to the people, consist-
ing practically of workers, and
living in, or close to, the cities and
towns.

POLITICAL GROUPINGS

The Labor Party has been in-
active as a political force. There
are a few meetings of branches,
very occasional public addresses,
ete. But no real life, despite the
fact that it has millions of mem-
bers. They are resentful of the
party leadership, but unclear with-
out a line, apathetic.

The Independent Labor Party
experienced a growth with the war
on the basis of a centrist line and
the Labor Party coalition truce.
But this growth is declining lately.
It seems probable that if the coali-
tion ends the I. L. P. tops will seek
entry into the Labor Party. .

The Stalinists are recruiting
members from raw working class
elements, mainly 'on the basis. of
the Soviet Union and the Red
Army gains. The more advanced
workers, and those who more di-
rectly experience its strike-break-
ing role, are leaving. There is a
large turnover.

There are two Trotsky groups.
The official Cannon group is small
and split into a number of fac-
tions—all of them WITHIN the
Labor Party. The Workers Inter-
national League—now in the pro-
cess of uniting with the other
groupiets—is considerably larger.
It came out of the Labor Party
Youth primarily. Its basic prin-
ciples are the same as Cannon’s in
the U. S. It considers entry into
the,Labor Party tactical and pro-
poses a Labor Party government,
ete. It rejects the program of
revolutionary defeatism and will
probably eventually return to the
Labor Party.

ist League of Great Britain are

of proportion to the  admittedly|

from taking them. There is one strike after another.

Our own comrades of the Lenin-|

NATIVE “RIGHTS” '
When Robert Chauke, a Negro from Transvaal, asked for a work
permit. at the Pass Office of Johannesburg, the two white clerks re-
fused it, trying to make him admit illegal entry from .Rhodesia.
Chauke insisted on his right to work in Johannesburg, so they took.
him into the next room and tried to hang him. The clerks were ar-
rested and fined $100, but are continuing to serve at the Pass Office.
British imperialism shields as best it can-those who do jits dirty work.
In British South Africa a native is not’even free to be ‘exploited,
is not free to slave for a starvation pay.. He has to come from the
same province and then he has to beg the British administration for
a work permit. - B ’ '

ITALY IN FERMENT ,
AMG and their puppet Badoglio are not the only ones having trou-
ble in Italy. The same is true for the “Government of the Italian
Social Republic,” Mussolini’s outfit for Northern Italy. Although the
Italian Revolution has been momentarily halted, the workers’ mili-
tancy is a constant threat. Factory councils, formed after Mussolini’s
downfall, havée been maintained and the government is taking over
essential factories and enterprises in an effort to prevent the workers
On December
18, for example, there was a large strike in several industries in
Milan. In Turin, Genoa, Milan, Novara and Alessandria, after con-
stant struggles between boss and workers, the Wehrmacht finally
ordered flat wage increases from 15 per cent to 30 per cent—all of
which solves absolutely nothing, prices have gone up from 200 per
cent to 700 per cent in this area.
Even though their immediate demands are mainly economic, the
Italian workers know that their fight is much vaster. Together with
the workers of America, of the world, they must fight to overthrow
their oppressors, be they aligned with the “Allies” or the “Axis.”

THE FRENCH RESISTANCE MOVEMENT
Resistance against the Germans in France is not one large, brotherly,
national movement. On the one hand there is the National Council
-of Resistance, which claims to be a “United Front,” or the “leftist”
side of the movement. It recognizes “with criticism” the authority
of the French Liberation Committee in Algiers. Those are the sup-
porters of the Allied imperialists against the Axis imperialists. Their
most active and largest elements are the Stalinists or ‘‘national Com-
munists,” as they call themselves and their following of misled workers.
Opposed to these are what the Chicago Daily News terms the “Trot-
skyites,” which term obviously stands for the conscious revolutionary
internationalist workers who are not taken in by nationalist illusions.
The term “Trotskyite’” is being used in the same sense as was “Com-
munism” before it put on respectable clothing and became acceptable
in high society, when it was still “a spectre haunting Europe, the
spectre of Communism.”
- FOOD FOR INDIA
Great Britain’s dominance of India is being threatened with a new
weapon. Economic dominance being the most successful way of con-
trolling colonies, American imperialism is trying to get India included
among the countries that UNRRA (United Nations Relief Rehabilita-
tion Association) is going to “help.” Despite the fact that the USA
officially has only one voice, it is financially the strongest and most
dominant power, and UNRRA in the last analysis is one of its weap-
ons. Having UNRRA go to India to help “rebuild” that country pre-
pares the way for American capital to take over the exploitation of
that oppressed colony. 4
FRATERNIZATION AT THE FRONT

On the Italian front, the German and Allied armies arranged a

wounded. This is the first news of such incidents in this war, although
this was frequent during the last war and became more and more so
toward the end. E
Such an incident shows what pressure by the workers in uniform
can accomplish and it is up to the soldiers on all fronts to follow this
example on an ever larger basis by fraternizing with their brothers in
the foxhole opposite. Starting with restricted aims, such as evacua-
tion of the wounded, letting food supplies pass, to swapping food and
cigarettes and finally realizing that the enemy is not the worker on:
the other side but the capitalists on both sides, will help put an end
to the war.
JAPAN HAS TWO CLASSES, TOO
Japan’s success is entirely due to U. S. materials, says Mme.
Chiang Kai-Shek, and she ought to know. ‘“What conclusion do you
hink we could draw from the knowledge that the great U. S. was
supplying Japan with all the gasoline, oil, and materials she needed

o enable her to continue to send airplanes and mechanized forces
about our land and to blast the lives out of our people and to raze
our homes to earth?”’—From “This Is Our China.”

" According to the CIO News there were sttikes in Japan in 1941
that encompassed as many ‘as 100,000 workers. In the city of Kobe
early that year, the resentment against long hours was s0 gre#t that
despite lack of leadership and strong unions, there was a general
strike which resulted in an appreciable lowering of hours. At one
stage the masses shouted slogans against imperialism and imperialist
war.

were additional strikes. The Japanese workers and peasants, like
the oppressed elsewhere, have stomachs and minds that react to hun-
ger, long hours and imperialist slaughter. Instead of the much pub-
licized hari-kari, the workers of Japan practice mass action.

zation although they have donejhighly political for a trade uniom
some important work in the Trade|group. It calls for “hands off
Unions recently and they carry|Italy” and for “a Soviet Italy.”
on political propaganda. It opposes the capitalist state as
CLYDE WORKERS COMMITTEE |such and represents a very hope

The Clyde Workers Committee is|ful development. - o
the nucleus of a new shop steward| The old Britain is disappearing.
movement in Britain. It was es-|Class stirrings are beginning “to
tablished in the early part of last|mount. Britain is not the ideal
year as the result of some strikes|picture that is represented in the
on the Clydeside. It has groups|American press as one of “Sweet
and scattered. support elsewhere|unity” and a “oneness of purpose.”

In that respect, oo, the British | Britain than in America and far
workers are ahead of the Amer-|more ominous at the moment—l—fof

few and in great need of organi-

icans. The Cls{de “committee is|the capitalists.

local truce for some hours to allow both sides to evacuate their '

The following year, after the war with the U. S. had started, there - :

and a good perspective for growth.| The class cleavage is greater in -

i
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Japanese Atrocities

“If the morality of America has sunk so low it requires
this kind of propaganda (the stories of atrocities in
Japanesg prisons) to sell war bonds, we wonder what the
boys -are fighting for.” This is the statement of Dr.
Spensley, president of a Bataan relief organization in
Albuquerque, and father of a soldier who died in a Japa-
nese prison camp.

Lieutenant-Governor Jones, of New Mexico, which has
more men captured in Bataan than any other state in
the Union proportionately, stated that he, too, could not
believe the atrocity stories.

On the heels of the atrocity reports, Secretary Morgen-
thau reported that bond sales skyrocketed. In Chicago

they doubled, in New York they doubled. Bond buying
~was “‘spirited” in Washington and other cities. '

Are the stories true?” Did Japanese guards beat, starve
and murder prisoners?

Atrocity stories are as old as war itself. Most of
them are highly exaggerated. The present stories may
or may not be true; probably only a portion of it has any
truth. But the important thing is that THE WHOLE
WAR IS AN ATROCITY—an immense history of brutal
murder, starvation, and imprisonment by the millions.

Is the starving of two million British Indians any less

_an atrocity? Are the stories published by the Australians

of American brutality to Japanese any sweeter? The
orders to American soldiers in the Pacific to ‘“Take no
prisoners” means deliberate 'murder. Is the shameful
bombing of the workers in Milan any less an atrocity?

It is inevitable in a war for imperialist aims that there
will be atrocities on all sides. Each side builds up the
stories and uses them for their own purposes. Revolu-
tionists condemn ALL the atrocities, and particularly the

fountainhead of them—IMPERIALIST WAR ITSELF.

One thing should be remembered: America is anxious
to reduce Japanese imperialism to a nonentity in the
capitalist world. To do that she must keep nurturing a
spirited hatred against the Japanese people, to make them
sub-human, monstrosities. But the Japanese, like the
rest of the human family, is also divided into two classes,
and the working class suffers, starve, strike and fight
back against the tyranny of its Mitsui and Misubishi
rulers the same as workers of other lands flght against
their oppressors. ;

Whenever glaring atrocity stories appear, a political
motivation will be found buried under the tons of propa-
ganda and hatred. But never will the capitalists publish
the biggest atrocity story of all—that the imperialist war,

for which all capitalist powers share the guilt—IS THE

BIGGEST ATROCITY.

F‘ebrua.ry 14, 1944. If peace rumors between Finland
and the Soviet Union develop into a living reality, work-
ers everywhere should watch closely the role of the United
States in the actual peace negotiations.

Finland is one of the doors into the Workers’ State,
the northern door. It'is just as important in this sector
as the Dardanelles are in the south. We should remember
that Germany tried to keep that door as far ajar as pos-
sible in 1939-40, when it insisted on a “peace” between
Russia and Finland which kept Finland almost intact, ex-
cept for a small stretch above Leningrad and some terri-
tory in Karelia. As a result of German (and American)
pressure then, the valuable nickel mines in the north and
other important areas were turned b8ck to Finland.

Only a few months later Germany attempted to utilize
Finland to open the door into Russia, via Leningrad. This

-effort failed—the small territorial gains were sufficient

to absorb the German and Finnish advance and check it.

But now American imperialism is striving for a “peace”
between Finland and the Soviet Union. Despite the fact
that the Finnish reactionary government fights side by
side with the Nazi legions, Secretary Hull has maintained
diplomatic relations with the government of the butcher
Mannerheim (well remembered by the workers for mur-
dering thousands after the .1918 Revolution). Besides
being a commentary on the sincerity of the struggle
“against Fascism” this step is significant because the
U. S. undoubtedly has ideas of her own relative to Fin-
land.

Will the farce of 1940 be repeated? Roosevelt will
certainly attempt to limit Russia’s territorial gains with

SOVIET FINNISH

7”&

cries o “four freedoms,” “self determmatxon,” “no ter-
ritorial aggrandizement,” the Atlantic Charter, etc.
hind smooth words, however, lurks the shadow of: i
vention, of plans for an attack against the future R
lution of Europe and the degenerated Workers’ State.
Workers should be on guard against the talk of I
Imperialism,” for behind this attack there exists -
REAL imperialism of the Soviet Union’s present allj

- just as behind the German maneuvers of yesterday

“peace” there existed the REAL war aims of Germ
imperialism.

The Finnish Social-Democrats who evoked such greal
sympathy from the American liberals, reformists and e;
the Schachtmanites, a few years ago, for their “her
fight against aggression,” have shown conclusively wha
they are made of. They united willingly and unas]
edly with Hitler and Naziism to fight the Soviet. Uni

World events must be looked at from a CLASS po
of view, not from momentary incidents like ‘“‘attack’”
“defense,” “attacker” or “defender.” In that light th
war is a striggle of the imperialists to re-divide and con
quer the world markets, and to smash the proletaria;
revolution and the Soviet Union (despite Stalinism.
Little countries play no role except to prop up one im
perialist clique or the other. The Finnish social-patri
are distinguished by the fact that in the course of thi
war they have supported BOTH groups of imperialist:
That is an historic achievement for which the Finni
working class will no doubt well reward them—by reti
ment and elimination as a pohtxcal force—under a Sov
Finland.

C. P. OF U. S. A. GOES WHOLE HOG

The “new’ program of the American Stalinists in open
support of capitalism, now and after the war, has deep
significance.

It shows, first ofall, that the social-patriots must go
the whole hog for capitalism. The crisis- of imperialism
is too great for support with “ifs” and “buts.” Support
of the war means support of strike-breaking, lowering the
standards of living, higher wages, dictatorship, elimination
of freedom of speech, no freedom of press, or assembly,
outlawing the right to strike, ete. .

More than that, however, it means that the social-
patriots must go along with the imperialist government,
promising ‘“‘pie-in-the-sky” after the war—peace, plenty,
‘higher standards of living, and other such lies. These
words have become stale in the mouth of Henry Wallace
and the other demagogues. They need reinforcement.
The Stalinists, with considerable strength in the top of
the trade union movement, come to the rescue.

They promise to give full and unconditional support to
the system of “free enterprise” (National Association of
Manufacturers’ pet theme) after the war; to liqudiate as
a political party and to give support to the two big polit-
ical parties of capitalism—the Democrats and the Repub-
licans.

All this is possible, they say, because of the Teheran
conference. The Soviet Union and the capitalist states
have worked out an agreement which makes for a better
world—with a higher standard of living! An alliance
with the Soviet Union guarantees a peaceful capitalism
without “civil war.” But what are those agreements at
Teheran? Why are the kept secret? Certainly no plan

for mcreasmg the standard of living need be a MILL
TARY SECRET! .

The truth is that the Teheran conference agreed
use FORCE against the oppressed masses of Europe, As
and America, if they fight for real peace and plenty. Th
agreements are kept secret and only vague and meanin
less generalities are disclosed. And Stalinism has su
denly discovered a ‘peaceful” capitalism, without wars
or revolutions, and with a higher standard of livin,
(Even the capitalists haven’t been able to find such
paradise for themselves!)

- Stalinism_ again is doing the dirty work for the imp
rialists. It is keeping alive their lies and garbing the
as a new truth.

Today, the Stalinists, in America and wherever the
are, try to lull the masses into subjection to imperialis
by words; tomorrow they will implement it with fore
counter-revolutionary tactics and behavior.

This new turn of the Stalinists must not be tossed ¢
lightly. It reveals an open and firm alliance betwee
Stalinism and capitalism against the proletariat. It mea:
the working class will have to defend itself not only
against the wordy lies but also against the deeds of this
alliance. Workers’ guards, clean unions, a national pr
gressive group, councils of workers’ delegates and soldler‘
delegates to fight the shutting down of the factories,
struggles for a higher standard of living and an increase
in real wages, struggles for a society with production for
use under a Workers’ Council Government—this is the
answer the working class will have to the latest plans of
imperialism and- their underlings skulking within the
workers’ ranks.

NEW ‘AUTONOMY’ DIVIDES STRENGTH OF SOVIET UNION

It is significant that Stalin re-|strengthening of these forces will| “democratic”

(Continued fr«)in page 1)

%
the idea of a separate peace is in

countries, where t

- proletarian revolutions.

er than submit to proletarian rev-
olution.

In Russia in 1917 the Cadets at-
tempted a similar strategy, and
were only thwarted by the vigil-
ance of the Bolsheviks.

STALIN’S WEAPONS

While a Stalin-Hitler pact was
possible in 1939, it is a far re-
moved possibility today. 1939 was
the end of a revolutionary wave—
the defeat of the Spanish revolu-
tion was a decisive set-back. 1944
is the beginning of a new wave of
And the
imperialists can not afford to give
the Soviet  Union a free hand, be-
cause despite Stalinism, the Red
Army will make important ges-
tures to aid the working class
wherever it contacts it in revo-
lution.

Stalinism therefore must attempt
to defend itself. Having long ago
given up faith in the proletarian
revolution (which would destroy

. Stalinism by its very dynamics)
and working merely on the basis of

bourgeois diplomacy, Stalinism res-
orts to:

1. Propaganda to subtly warn
the masses that the Allies may be-
tray the Soviet Union. In the
Pravda incident (the story of a
British separate peace deal with
Ribbentrop) Stalin is telling the

‘British and American people that

the minds of the Soviet “allies.”
He picks some damaging material
against Britain, and not against
America, only because Britain is
the lesser power and not as im-
portant in lend-lease. He can not
attack the “Allies” openly, so ru-
mors, which no doubt have some
basis in fact, are put out.

2. The preparation of buffer
states against the Allies, just as
annexations of parts of Finland,
Rumania, Poland and the whole
Baltic states in 1989-40 were buf-
fers to protect the Soviet Union
against the German invasion.

The Soviet Union is now divided
into “autonomous” Republics so
that other European states may
join with these Republics—such as
Bulgaria, Rumania, Czechoslovakia,
all of Poland, ete. Here is laid
down the political formula for
Stalinism to build a federation of
states to protect it from its cap-
italist “allies,” There is no doubt,
too, that the “autonomy” in “for-
eign affairs’”™ and “military af-
fairs” will extend — insofar as
countries such as Czechoslovakia
are concerned—to the sphere of
“internal economy.” In other
words by extending the so-called
autonomy Stalinism can make
room for capitalist states to be-
come part of a big Russian fede—
ration of states

fuses to make a deal with the
British controlled Polish govern-
ment-in-exile; that Dimitroff is
boiling the pot in Bulgaria and de-
manding. that Bulgaria secede
from the Axis—presumably to join
the Soviet Union fully and uncon-
ditionally; that the Polish group
in Moscow is getting more and
more recognition from Stalin and
is undoubtedly being groomed to
take over all of Poland.

It is also significant that Jan
Smuts, British leader next to,
Churchill in authority, is calling
for a British federation of states,
composed of the British Empire,
Holland, Belgium and other coun-
tries in Western Europe. The
Dutch have already signified a
willingness to join such a federa-
tion.

“AUTONOMY” ISN'T DEMO-

CRATIC CENTRALISM

The Stalinist manouvers have
one basic shortcoming. They. are
based on shallow premises. They
assume that Stalinism will be able
not only to hold the Revolution
in check in Europe and Asia, but
will also be able to keep internal
order in the Soviet Union itself.

But the granting of “autonomy”
in itself is a concession to national-
ist elements and open bourgeois
elements within the Soviet Union
—particularly in the Ukraine. The

make the counter-revolution within
Russia that much easier. At a
time when the workers republic
should be confronting the outside
capitalist world as a UNIFIED
WHOLE, Stalinism chooses to
grant this type of so-called auton-
omy, and confront the capitalists
as 16 different parts.

Marxists are in favor of auton-
omy in a workers state, but it is
a cultural and limited political
autonomy. We are always gpposed
to the federalist form of autonomy,
where every workers republic is
totally divorced in economy and
foreign affairs from every other.
We are FOR autonomy BASED
ON DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL-
ISM. The present “autonomy” is
a caricature. Underneath the sur-
face Stalinism will still try to con-
trol through the Party apparatus,
but it is giving enormous aid to
the federalist, nationalist and
capitalist elements. “Autonomy”
in foreign affairs presumes that
at the earliest opportunity there
will be autonomy in foreign trade,
that the monopoly of, foreign trade
will be broken, and that following
that there will be incursions into
the monopoly of state industry.

The “auvtonomy” move of Stalin-
ism continues to weaken the Soviet
Union. It is part and parcel of

the se]l-o/ut perpetrated in the|

Stalinists support their capitali
masters. It attempts at one a
the same time .to:

1. Strengthen its own weaken
base WITHIN the Soviet Un
by granting concessions to the n:
tionalist and bourgeois element
and

2. Strengthen its position inte
nationally by creating the politi
formula for adding new buff
states to Russia, against the in
vitable new intervention. /

Both aims, however, only serv
to undermine the real defense
the Soviet Union. Only the pr
tariat can defend the worke;
state; only proletarian revolutio
The new moves confirm what
have always stated—that STAI
INISM CANNOT DEFEND TH
SOVIET UNION. ‘It can win
ited military victories, but it eca
not win the big battle, the deci
vietory—which is social and pol
tical, as well as military. Sta
ism in fact, undermines the b
of the Soviet Union and ‘brings.
to the brink of capitalist restbr‘
tion.

The Soviet Unlon can be defe
ed only through the extension
the October Revolution. It m
be defended against world capi
ism, despite and against its Sta
ist and other agents; both in
and outside the U. 8. 8. R




-womnien dislike it;

‘women volunteer.

liting fdilure.

ntation.
ges

of a civilian.

d bitter experience:
NO NORMAL LIFE

rseas.

fted into service then additional’
ions of young able bodied males
ould be shipped overseas and thus
snude the country of men. The
men realize, in their own way,
£ such a sitilation would not be
d either for the men or them-

Women realize that the WAC,
the rest of the military, is an
rgamzatlon which upsets normal
ng by separating men and wom-
n and making sure that they stay
arated. WAC members are for-
idden motherhood while in ser-
i e.(Many hundreds have, how-
ver, resorted to pregnancy and
s been relieved from service.)
egro WACS are separated from
white members of the organi-

- Women Who join the WAC are
ainly, lonely, super-patriotic peo-
who are momentarily caught
_the hysteria of war. Their
ethearts, husbands and some-
es fathers or sons, usually are
i the service and they think they
helping their loved ones when
vy first joined the WACS but
lization. comes very soon.
n the WACS the women learn
or the first time what the army
eally means. First is the lack of
eedom of movement. Every move
f theirs is- surrounded by  the

: anthuated Prus

atmg a.round the bush and]
ing the real point. It is true
the name WAC is ‘wacky and
the uni-
s are drab and grow drab-
with each day of wear; grow
isome when worn day in and
rout; ‘even less than men will
But these
fiot thé basic reasons for the

& real fact is that women
ity don’t want any part of the
. They refuse to submit to
The pay is low;
few and meaningless
ipared to the pay and privi-
There is no
or in being in uniform as the
men have discovered from hard

he experiences of the women
the WAC, WAVES etc., re-
1 ever more clearly that these
anizations are designed prima-
7 to relieve men for combat duty
It is apparent that if
ugh women volunteered or were’

an system: of reg-
ulations. A pass is required to get
out of camp, ‘A furlough usually
means months of ‘waiting. Then
income takes a steep nose-dive—

partxcu]arly for those women who'

worked in industry before joining
the WACS. Their separation from
men, enforced by the rigid army
set -up, increases their 1solat10n
from the c1v111an community and
completes their break with past
expenences as c1v111ans The harsh
treatment by the army of personal
problems weighs heavily.
women. ,
Though the women do not shoul-
der guns they do have to drill and
learn many other things that the
men have to be taught. These
things are pounded into the women
in true drill-master style and this
does not operate to increase wom-
ens respect for the army.
'WOMEN ARE ANTI-WAR
The failure of the WACS rec-
ruiting drives shows women as
passively anti-war. Their reaction
is still negative. As yet they have
not found any positive way in
which to manifest their essential
opposition to the mass murder and
senseless slaughter of imperialist
war.
All the excuses about unatrac-
tive uniforms, a bad organization

name, etc., only hide the fact that|

women need only the knowledge of
ways to positively express their es-
sential opposition to this imperial-
ist carnage.

Needless to say that the gov-
ernment will not sit idly by and
permit the women to escape the
war. The government needs to
send ever more men overseas into
the slaughter and without women
in the services to replace men the
male overseas quotas will fall
short. This fact explains the re-
marks of Col. Hobby and the rest,
for a mnational draft of women.
The government may attempt to
institute it gradually to cushion
the shock of forcing women into
military service against their wills.
But no matter how such a step is
introduced or cushioned it now ap-
pears that drafting of women and
forced regimentation will be bitter-
ly opposed by the women them-
selves. In this opf)osition the wom-
en will transform their passive,
negative anti-war role of today
into a positive and effective mass
action and revolutionary role
which will place women in the
vanguard of the fighters against

imperialist war.

i;egro Troops

After a tour of ten Negro Army
mps, the Fraternal Council of
gro Churches has reached the
clusion that Nazi prisoners in
 United States get better con-
eration than regular Negro
ops of the U. S. Army.

What a startling commentary on
- “war for democracy”! The
yerican Negro is treated like a
w under Naziism. He is segre-
ed and treated like an “infe-
T’ race.

The hatred of the Negro for this
m is expressed in all of the
. Negro papers. Soldiers write
and ask: “What are we fight-
¥ for?”” They write'in and com-
in .of “useless training for Ne-
troops.” The horrible dis-
ination in Army camps is so
at and has seeped through to so
vy Negroes “back home” that
'quency and malingering is very
i amongst the Negro people.

t one draft board, for instance,
hicago, on a particular day 26
proximately 80 Negroes failed
how up for a pre-induction
. The attitude of many of
e is that there is little differ-
for them whether they go to
Army or jail.

re just is no sxgn for the

Worse Off

'han War Prisoners

Negro (and the white, too, for
that matter) of the “democracy,”
the “four freedoms® they’re sup-
posed to be fighting for. All they
can see is a CONSCRIPT army,
not a democratic one—and for the
Negroes conscription is doubly op—
pressive.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Theoretical Organ of the Inter-
national Contact Commission

JANUARY
: Wages and Inflation
Nationalism, Past and
Future
The Class Struggle in
Japan
Hungarian Revolution
of 1919
FEBRUARY
Civil War and Impe-
rialist War
Coming Unemployment .
Open Letter to C. P.
Members .
MARCH
Building a Workers’
Army
The “New” Stalinist
Program
Order from Demos Press
708 N. Clark St., Chicago
10c per copy—$1 a year.

|[Buick Election

upon’

Shows Need
Of Organized .
Activity in

| S‘hop and Union

In a hotly contested electxon at
the Bmck Melrose mark Plant on
March 1st, the Progressive Group
slate wasnosed out for the leader-
ship of Local 6, UAW—CIO by a
slate of job seekers and former of-
ficials.

Three run—off electlons still re-
main to be held for the offices of
pres;dent trustees and sergeant-
at-arms, but the results will not
change the outcome. Of the four
officers elected the Progressive
won two and the Petros office-
seeker slate won two. However,
for the executive board at large
and shop committee the Petros
slate won ten men to six for the
Progressives.

The Progressives’ program was:

1.—Rescind the no-strike pledge.

2. —Withdraw 1mmed1ately from
the War Labor Board.

3.—A militant struggle against
lay-offs and for some immediate
demands such as better and less
expensive cafeteria service, etc.

The Progressives were consider-
ably handicapped because of the
fact that their caucus lacked ef-
fective organization. The Progres-
sives failed to label the Petros
gioup for what it was—an un-
principled clique of office seekers,
close to the International officials
in town and not too hard on the

‘company. Worse than that, the

Progressives permitted a number
of unprincipled individuals on their
slate which hurt them.

A “maintain the no-strike” pledge

(The followmg is from “Man-|
euver in War,” by Lt. Col. Will-
oughby of the U. S. Army.)

“Great Britain, France, Russia
and Holland control enormous ter-
ritories, acquired in colonial, ex-
panswms’c wars of past centurlx 23,
while Japan, Italy and Germany
have entered this colonial race too
late; the resulting population den-
sities, exclusive of colonidl space,
range from 21 to 76 “inhabitants
pér square mile for the former,
and 137 to 460 for tha latter; the
figure for Japan is nearer 800 if
one considets thé
mountainous sections of the island.
In these apalling figures miay be
found a rational basis for the cur-
rently popular BUT WHOLLY
FICTITIOUS line of demarecation
between ‘gangster’ mnations and,
the ‘democracies™—the former ac-
cused of incurably imperialistic,
war-like tendencies, while the lat-
ter are credited with an enduring
peaceful disposition. The ‘Empire
Chart’ clearly reveals that the line
of demarcation in reality is be-
tween powers with ample colonial
space and those with limited ter-

grouping was com‘pletely snowed
under in the eIectlons, gaining only
a few hundred votes out of 3,197.

The defeat of the Progressive
group is not fatél, although the
members had confidently expected
a victory. The Petros group will
undoubtedly split up as issues are
brought before it. If the Progres-
sives remain firm and keep their
caucus alive and functioning better
they will certainly regain lost
ground.

Alert and organized leadership
is a MUST for every progressive

AI.L ABOUT

fion-arable,’

rxtorres, or, as it is popuia
phraséd,. & conflict between
‘have’ and the ‘have-not’ pow
It is 1mportant to note and eas
demonstrable that the ‘haves’ &
quired their present favorable po,
sition through , historical, unvar- -
nished conquests "and _that the

to follow suit at a belated hour, ;
to attempt to make a moral lssue :
out of this is sheer hypocrisy.

That makes the U. S. govern-.
ment, propaganda sheer hypocmsy

“Populatmn preSSure or ‘ratio
of population density to dvailable
space’ is only one of many factors
that drive nations on the warpath

“For the ancient world, it was
the quest for lind, for grazing
space, that drove the nomad hefdes
to congiiest; for our age, the pos-
session of basic raw materials es-
sential to a modern, industrialized
civilization becomes the dominat-
ing factor—a vicious cycle of con-
flicting interests, in which the-
pauper nations regard the others
with sullen envy.”

These words are astounding, all
the more so since they are written
by an' American Army offlcer,
whose book is requlred readmg for
all other American Army .« fficers.
Here they tell the truth about the
war and imperialism,

.. WE NEED AT ONCE

50 copies of the Septem-
ber 1943 International
News, containing the arti-
cle “The Class Struggle
and the Undergtound i
Movement.” |

. Please mail your copy |
back to us at 708 N. Clark

and honest trade unionist today.

Street, Chicago, lll

OPEN INVITATION TO ACTION
FOR FREEDOM OF 18 TROTSKYITES

One of the most important politi-
cal tasks of the American working
class today is to free the 18 Tros-
kyites, who are now serving terms
in Federal prisons, from their
frame-up convictions on charges of
“gsedition.” Freedom of speech
and of the press remains a mock-
ery so long as these workers re-
main in the penitentiary.

The task of freeing them, how-
ever, can ONLY be accomplished
by the working class with the aid
of workers’ allies and workers’
friends among the liberals and
other sections of the population.

In December, 1943, the RWL
wrote to the Socialist Workers
Party and suggested United Front
action on a national scale among
the various political parties that
opposed the frame-up and all the
other working class groups that
could be enlisted. We received in
reply an invitation from the Chi-
cago Branch of the Civil Rights
Defense Committee to speak at a
local meeting. We gladly accept-
éd and we think our participation
gained the respect of the local
members of the SWP and of all
others who attended the meeting.
We contributed all we could, un-
der the circumstances, in finances,
organization and publicity. But
that is all the activity we were in-
vited to—a mass meeting in one
city.

COURTS BELONG TO
CAPITALISTS

In Cleveland, Ohio, where no
such meeting as the above was or-
ganized or any other mass action
on the matter carried on, the
Cleveland Unit of the RWL took
the initiative and called together
various groups and proposed ac-
tion in defense of the Minneapolis
and other class war prisoners, The
first meeting was attended by the
RWL, the IWW, the Workers

Party (Schachtmanites), the La-

bor Defense Congress and the of-
ficial Trotskyites, the Socialist
Workers Party.

The SWP, from whosé rariks
most of the aneapohs defend-
ants were seizéd, bolted the con-
ference and refused to participate
in any action — DESPITE THE

FAILED TO° ORGANIZE ANY-
THING IN CLEVELAND The
SWP representatives stated that
all their activity was organlzed
and carried out through®the Civil
Rights Defense Committee and
they would handle the matter
ONLY through the courts and
ONLY deal with the Minneapolis

cases. They insisted on a purely
“legalistic” struggle.
The Schatchmanites and the

IWW went along for another con-
ference at which they, too, decided
on no activity other than that initi-
ated by the CRDC, which organi-
zation, in Cleveland, is merely a
name on paper. )

In Chicago the RWL was offi-
cially invited to participate in a
meeting with the CRDC. Our rep-
resentative was there confronted
with a proposal for a “petition
campaign.” ‘We stated that while
we had no objection to a petition
campaign we felt the main activ-
ity of the committee should be in
gaining wunion
mass meetings and in dlstmbutmg
literature to the working class. A
SWP representative countered our
proposal with the flat statement
that the petition campaign was
sufficient and that they were pri-
marily interested in getting names
of “prominent people, such as
clergymen and -lawyers.”  The
RWL was made to understand that
if it didn’t want to go along on
such a perspective it was not
wanted.

The Revolutlonary W or k ers’

League again repeats publicly our

FACT THAT THEY HAD)|

support, holding.

sincere desire to partlcxpate to the
fullest extent of our forces in the
campaign to free the 18 Trotsky»
ite victims of capltahst
Not onIy becatise they we
up but becdause we recogh
if this frame-up succeeds others
are planned and will be cafried
through against us and others.
WORKERS’ ACTION NEEDEBF o
But the caipaign must base it-
self on the working class and ‘must
be a united front of warkers’ or-
ganizations. To place the main re-~
liance on libérais and “blg names”
will not free the 18~ defendants
Such elements should be used only
as aux1hary “to demonstratmns,
meetings and other forms of
workers’ pressure. We already
have the lesson of Odell Waller,
who, was  electrocuted only. two
years ago because such limited and
weak support was not sufficient—
was in-fact detrimental because of

policies of the liberals.

There has been a tendéncy in
the last six years for the working
class groups to completely forge’c/
the necessﬂ:y of a class struggle
defenise policy. Instead there. ha.s,
developed a tendency to place the .
fate of workers in. the hands of,_
the “liberals”” The movement
must turn back to the old pohCles
apphed in the Sacco - Vanzettx,
Mooney and  Billings, Scottsboro
and other cases. Faith in the
; deliverance is

proposal -to the Trotskyltes—y
organize a united front of organ
zations to fight for the rel of
Cannon and the others - and in
every city where the RWL has
members we will do more than our
share of the %ork.. All we want
is an opportunity to EFFECTIVE-
LY fight for the freedom of the

18 Minneapolis class war pri

‘have-nots’ are merely attempting’

the false and non:working class‘ 2




