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Miner’s Strike Will Rise Again?

The 3 week strike of the 22,000
hard coal miners of Pennsylvania
comes in the midst of the war. As
the first militant strike struggle
of 1943, it sets the keynote for
the wave of strikes to come.

By striking before the expira-
tion of the contract, for higher
wages and against the 6 day week
and increased dues, the - miners
demonstrated in action their dis-
trust -and hatred of the mine
operators, the Lewis machine, and
the war government’s labor board.

The workers see big business and
the coal operators making millions
out of the war. They see the
operators combining to fix prices,
with war profiteering on such a
raw and open basis that a Federal
grand jury is forced to indict 29
anthracite corporations on charges
of fixing prices from 1939 to 1942,
and yet the OPA grants the
operators an increase of 50 cents
a ton on hard coal to “meet higher
costs’’!

On the other hand, every griev-
ance is given a run-around, wage
demands are pushed off till the
new contract, and the 15% limita-
tion practically cuts out any in-
crease; food price are rising, rents
‘ncreasng, and taxes are adding
new burdens.

With the present low wages,
time and a half for Saturdays is
a miserable sop-rightly rejected
by more than a 5 to 1 vote by
workers of the Lehigh Valley Coal
Co. To make things worse, Lewis’
agreement left a hundred loop-
holes for the operators to cheat
and cut on Saturday overtime pay
for piece-rate workers. Not all of
Lewis’  fanfare about a “victory”
can hide the sell-out nature of this
agreement.

The capitalist press attempted
to palm off the strike as merely
against the increase of fifty cents
a2’ month in dues. The economic
plight of the miners, the crushing
weight of the war on living stand-

Profits - War or Peace

their own war effort? How serious-
ly do they take the “war for de-

mocracy” ?

Here is a statement made last
September in a secret session of
the Resolutions Committee of the
National Association of Manufac-
turers, by Lammot DuPont, one
of the most powerful capitalists in
the world.

Says Mr. DuPont: “Let’s stop
ducking the issue. The issue is
shall we continue to lend our
rights to the Government because
of the so-called national emergency,
or shall we take those rights back.
Let’s be sensible. We hold the
aces. There isn’t a college pro-
fessor in Washington who can win
this war, there isn’t a labor leader
in this country who can win this
war, and the Russians and the
British can’t win this war unless
we produce. And I mean US HERE
IN THIS ROOM. I say war does
not eliminate the profit incentive
and war
HAVE OUR PROFIT. “War work
.. They want
whit ‘we've got. " Good. Make
them pay the RIGHT PRICE for
it. And if they don’t like the
price, let' them think it over.”

You see, to Mr. DuPont, (and

the rest of the capitalist class) |
it is only a “so-called” national]

emergency. The whole war is just
a business proposition, and with-
out profits the war is meaning-
less.

PRODUCTION PROGRESS
SHELVED UNLESS
PROFITABLE:

Sabotage against their own war
effort is the rule in capitalist cir-
cles, not the exception. For in-
stance Standard Oil, General Elec-
tric, DuPont and other large cor-
porations have been accused of
withholding patents and inventions
from the American war effort,
while permitting the Germans to
use the same patents.

Anaconda Copper—king of the
copper world—produced defective

or pedce 'WE MUST/

wire. -for-the U Armed-~forces;
which cost the American taxpayers
$6,000,000.00 (not including what
the Soviet Union paid in blood and
gold for this useless material).

b In the patent office in Wash-

of the big corporations, there are
inventions and discoveries that
would eliminate the use of gaso-
line in autemobiles and planes,
and that could be produced for

oline. An old inventor is being
pensioned in Chicago at $50,000
per year so that his substitute
product shall not put the oil com-
panies out of business.

Inventions for the making of
rubber out of alcohol have been
deliberately shelved because of the
fear of the rubber monopolists
that it would decentralize the in-
dustry and put them out of busi-
ness after the war.

All important new plants are
being put up at government ex-
Pense, so that after the war they
tan bé scrapped and will ‘offer no
competition to “private enter-
prise” ‘

The capitalist war is being im-
peded by the Wall Street finan-
ciers, themselves, because finance
capital is more interested in main-
tained the “status-quo” (or at least
a reasonable status- quo) than in
having the great * discoveries - of
capitalism brought out and replace
“old, stable” industries.

Together with all this, of course,
there undoubtedly remains con-
siderable trading with Germany
and Japan, even today. Shipments
to Spain are tremendously high.
Isn’t it reasonable to assume that
just as in the last war much of
these shipments are going to the
“enemy”? The Bank of Interna-
tional s Settlements in Switzerland
continues to function with Amer-
ican and British members sitting
on it alongside of German mem-
bers, and transacting business.
What “business” are they trans-

s % o

acting ?

ington, and in the secret archives.

less than 5% of the cost of gas-'

ards, was ignored or pushed into
the background. The strike was
used as a weapon by the Roosevelt
force against Lewis and by reac-
tionaries generally against the
union movement.

The right wing forces
out of Congress

in and
seized on the

strike as an excuse for a whole

series of‘anti-labor bills.

WORKERS STRUGGLE
-AGAINST BUROCRACY -

That the miners are fiercely op-
posed to Lewis and his machine
goes without saying. They know
that he wants the increased dues
to build up a war chest against
the AFL and CIO, for an inde-
pendent movement. And they know
also that Lewis will give any
se~h movement the same check-
off and gangsterism, the same
burocracy, the same despotic
cynical disregard of the workers
needs and rights as he has given
them.

Some 15 months ago, in Sep-
tember 1941, the rank and file
in this same area struck against
the check-off and the dues and
special assessments which were

|increased from $14 to $24. . They|. .
i obviously fearful of a victory. .

rveolted in spite of the UMW
having closed shop and check-off
agreement with the operators, in
spite of their. livelihood being en-
dangered.

That revolt, even though it was
encouraged by the Hillman-Roose-
velt forces, was a harbinger of
last month’s struggle.

Incidentally, it may be noted
that the Trotskyites at that time
supported Lewis and condemned
the rank and file revolt on the
grounds that the increases were
“voted by the international ex-
ecutive board and approved by a
referendum of the membership.”
(Militant, Sept. 27, 1941). Hitler
also has “referendums”!

The present dues increase was
approved by a convention (of
course, a Lewis convention, with
all that means). But this time
the Trotskyites oppose Lewis and
no longer speak about his “pro-
gressive union pelicies.” (Militant,
Sept. 20, 1941). ' The: reason for
their sw1tch is the . Lewis
with the CIO ended their hopes -of

tbecoming a tail to his kite.

“(Cont. on page 2—Col. 1) )

break’

January 26, 1943 — The Red
Army has retaken more than
three-quarters of the territory lost
in the German summer offensive.
Without question they will retake
the rest of the territory lost last
year, too. The present counter
stroke seems to have great mom-
entum.

The British 8h Army has com-
pleted the conquest of the Italian
empire in Africa, and it continues
to roll into Tunisia.

The victories of the United Na-
tions in recent months are al-
readly bringing forth visions of
Victory . in the near future to
gullible people.

But what is Victory?

The Allies have taken North
Africa, but in the present seat
of government sits Peyroutin, a
semi-Fascist reactionary of the
worst sort. Nogues, Giraud, De
Gaulle, and other Monarchists and
reactionaries complete the line-up.
In Yugoslavia, Mihailovitch and
the Partisans are fighting more
viciously than ever,,

The influential British magazine
“New Statesman and Nation”
points out that “reactions in this
country and not less in the Unit-
ed States to this succession of re-
sounding  Russian victories con-

tain elements of latent danger.”
The British and Americans are.’!

by their ALLY. A very strange
position indeed!

RED ARMY “EMBARRASSINGLY
SUCCESSFUL”

The magazine continues: “Con-
ceivably there is rush that the
less reactionary interests, alarmec
by popular enthusiasm for the
Russian armies” (why are they so
alarmed? is it perhaps the possi-
bility that the masses may .decide
to fight for Socialism in England
and America?) “and by the dis-
quieting (!) possibilities of Rus-
sia winning the war ‘on her own,’
may work covertly (!) for a re-
duction in the future rate of lend-
lease and British shipments to this
embarrassingly Q) successful
ally.” (Our emphasis.)

This editorial is an amazing
statement. In a few well placed
words- an organ of British Imper-
ialism admits that, despite Stalin-.
ism, the Red Army is so great a

‘danget. to the  capitalist _system

that its victories "aré’ “embarras-
ing,” that lend-lease must be re-

not be in a position to aid the
maturing revolution in Europe.
And the British Bourgeoisie fear
all this despite the fact that Stalin
has pledged, on his own reformist
account, to fight against the revo-
lution for 20 years (the Anglo-
Soviet pact) and to defend the
status-quo.

What then is Vietory? Will a
Red Army break through and. an
Allied invasion of the continent,
spell Victory? !

NO UNITY IN IMPERIALIST
CAMP

It must be obvious even to the
political blind that the camp of
the United Nations is rent asunder
by a dozen schisms and frictions.
The major friction, of course, is
with the Soviet Union—the Work-
ers State (degenerated though it
may be, under Stalinism). But
there are other sore spots—India,
the Chinese Peasant Armies, the
Partisans, the maturing revolu-
tion in Europe, and finally the
growing  friction within each
national boundary-—in the United
States between the New Deal, the
Right Wing anti New Dealers
and the growing resentment of the
working class, in Britain between
Labor and Churchill; in colenial
France between. the. t.wo - puppets,
Giraud and DeGaulle, ‘énd i’ alt
the “governments-in-exile.”

Military victory over Germany
does not and can not solve the
problem of the danger of Fascism.
On the contrary the forces of
Fascism are GROWING in the
very DEMOCRATIC countries that
are supposedly fighting it.

The vicious struggle between
American and British Imperial-
ism—today kept behind closed
doors, lest it demoralize the mas-
ses—neveitheless  continues to
grow and mature to a boiling
point. America must reduce Bri-
tain to a second rate power. Will
Britain submit? The choice does
not belong to her, and possibly the
die has already been cast. But
possibly too, this matter may be
settled by FORCE OF ARMS,
even dafter an Allied “Victory.”

Military victories in the impe-
rialist war solve nothing, as far
as the working masses are con-
cerned. Only the Revolution—pro-
letarlan xevolution. jn every coun-
try on earth and 2 pohtlcal revo-
lution in Russia—can bring real

| duced so that the Red Armies shall j Victory.

PE.P.(. Withers Minorities Waken

WASHINGTON D. C—Reper-
cussions of the McNutt order
muzzling the Fair "Employment
Practices Committee were felt here
in the fight to eliminate discrimi-
nation in the hiring of workers
in public utilities. The Capital
Transit Company, which has con-
sistently  discriminated against
Negroes, and has fought labor
unions which opposed such action,
was ordered some weeks ago to
cease such discrimination, and had
agreed (on paper)/ to do so. Ob-
servers interested in the matter
have been watching eagerly to see
whether Negroes would actually be

placed behind the steering wheels,in its attempt to prevent any sort
?

but to date none 'has been seen.
N6w that the FEPC has been
throttled by Mr. McNutt, it is
feared that the transit company
will make no effort to obey the
order. The National Committee
for the Use of Negroes in Public
Utilities, which has been conduct-
ing the fight, however, states that
it has no intention of surrender-
ing, but will continue to battle
along whatever lines may be made
niecessary by the new-situation.
WORKERS UNITED, DESPITE
COMPANY

The Capitalist Transit Company
has been particularly belligerent

of unity among its workers, carry-
ing its policy of “divide and rule”
to almost inhuman extremes, and
inflaming race prejudice by all
sorts of underhanded means. In
spite of this, many of its own
employes have sided with the fight
for racial equality in every res-
pect, and a sense of unity between
workers regardless of race is be-
ing strengthened in the fight.
FAR REACHING RAILROAD
HEARING..ALSO, STOPPED
One of the most far reaching
and vicious set-backs was given to
colored workers when MeNutt or-
dered the hearings on the dis-
(Cont. on page 2—Col. 1)
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Lewm Preaks Strike |

(Cont. from page 1)
GOV'T AGENCIES AID
STRIKE BREAK
Against the strikers were lined
up the forces of the coal operators,
the war government and its boards
and  agencies and armed forces,

and the Lewis machine.

The Dept. of Labor, through the
‘US Employment Service, issued a
ruling denying unemployment com-
pensation for 6 weeks to the
strikers. But this in itself was
not enough to deter the miners,
whose stamina and courage has
been tested and proven in years
¢f militant struggle. !

To break the strike, Lewis was
forced to use every possible means
of pressupe. His first heavy blow
was the brutal dissolution .of the

" Tri-District General Mine Board,
and the object capitulation of its
officials.. But the fact that not
even this was able to cow the
strikers shows how the iron grip
of the burocracy was weakening.

This _measure was rapidly fol-
lowed up by a threat of expulsion
from the union of any miner who
continued. on strike. Expulsion
meant being practically blacklisted
from the industry, deprived of the
right to a job.

The burocracy and its apparatus
were ‘mobilized in full force, “spe-
cial” meetings called, in which a
handful called off the strike in the
name of the entire local. Gunmen
and gorillas made sure the vote

“was “right.”

At the same time Roosevelt
threatened to call in the armed
forces.. '

The combined attack finally
broke the strike. Without inde-
vendent organized leadership the

qrank and file was unable to con-

tinue its struggles. But the strug-
gle is not ended; it is only forced
underground once again,

RANK AND FILE MUST
STRIKE AGAINST BOSS
AND BUROCRAT
The strike of the miners portends
the new -trend among the rank and
file in the labor movement. The
resistance of the working class to
shouldering the major burcden of
‘he war while capital reaps a
golden harvest, is bound to burst
forth in a wave of strikes. But
the new strikes will increasingly
take on this dual character
against the bosses and manage-
ment on the one hand, and against
the labor burocrats’ with their
no-strike dgreements and sell-out

policies on the other hand.

The struggle of the miners
points out the road to all the.
workers. Independent  working
class action, rank and file control
of the unions, and class struggle
policies in them, are indispensable
if the workers are to move for-
ward.

There must be local autonomy,
local control of funds, and no
check-off. The shop stewards in
the factories and plants form the
obvious organizational base for
this progressive development. The
shop stewards are workers them-
selves, close to the other workers
in the plants. Through the shop
stewards, organized and coordinated
in broad and democratic struec-
tures, the workers ecan express
themselves directly and clearly.
The building up of the shop ste-
ward movement is a primary task
of the progressive trade unionist

today.

F. E. P. C. Obeys

(Cont. from page 1)
criminatory practices of the south-
‘ern railroads to be canceled. After
much research, 'and pressure, this
heaing was scheduled for Jan, 26th.
It has been canceled by McNutt
"who claims he .is acting under
“instructions,” but from just who
‘has not been explained. Like pre-
vious hearings, which were getting
too close to the true powers be-
hind discrimination, the boys at
the top have stepped in and “in-

. structed” cancellation.

Reoosevelt, in a letter to Walter
‘White, had said the FEPC was
placed under the War Manpower
‘Commission to strengthen and re-
witalize it, giving the group its
own budget (which has since been
emaculated), so it could function
of its own free will, and that the
committee -had a free hand to do
its job effectively. What has act-
ually happened is that helpless as
the committee was before, now it
is even more so, and must obey
the biddings of the higher-ups
- whether they direct their orders
via the White House or in Con-
gress.

APOLOGISTS OFFER NO

SOLUTION

The March on Washington Com-
mittee, the NAACP and similar
organizations feel called upon -to
apologize for the FEPC liquida-
tion. They claim that Roosevelt
{that good capitalist) and McNutt
- (The Hoosier Hitler, so called for
his vicious anti labor regime as
‘Governor of Indiana) have had to
succumb to the pressure of the
powerful railroad and reactionary
block in Congress. The fact is,
" these gentlemen have not been
forced to surrender any ‘“virtue”;
they still are and always have
been the mistress of one section
or other of the 60 families that
control the United States.

The energy of the minority
groups in this country will be
wasted if they listen to the Rah-

dolphs and Whites who will un-
doubtedly try to revive this hollow
log called FEPC "which contains
such defeatists as Mark Etheridge,
who predicted that not even tanks
and guns would change the race
relations in the south,

The conservative ANP is be-
ginning to see the light as evid-

enced by this. quotation: “Who-
ever' is responsible (for FEPC
Cancellations) is as guilty of a

“stab” in the back as was Italy and
Japan, only this time, it was not
a stab by a foreign enemy.”

The day is coming closer and
closer‘ when the members of
rmnorlty groups must take the
blindfold from their eyes and see
who their oppressors are. The]
day of depending on “liberals” and
“go0d” bourgeois |politicians is
over. It is up to these groups to
organize with the working elass
for independent class action.

Courts Find Girls
“Guilty” of Jim

Crow Protest

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Two
young women, Miss Mildred Tur-
pin of New York, and Miss Caro-
line - Johnson, of Carlisle, Pa.,
were forcibly taken from a bus
in northern Virginia, and lodged
in a county jail in that State, on
a charge of ,violation of the segre-
gation act. The “crime” of which
the. two young' colored women
were the mnext morning found
“guilty” was that they had seat-
et themselves in the front portion
of the bus, instead of :the rear,]
as required by Virginia state law.

Will Appeal Guilty Verdict

They were taken to the Cla-
rendon - county jail, where they
spent the  night, 'and the next
morning were found guilty, given
suspended fines of $5.00 each and
the costs.

stances,

The young women have expres-

Wa‘aéeu Will ﬂaen;e Trnedca Murder ‘

Some 5000 persons attended the
memorial services for Carlo Tresca,
well known anti-fascist, anarchist,
syndicalist and libertarian, in New
York City on January 16. They
were mostly Italian workers, but
many others as well, who had
known and loved Tresca for his
long record of service in the
Labor movement.

The meeting for Tresca, who
had been shot and killed 6 days
before by an assassin’s bullets,
was organized by the Italian-
American Labor Council, the Il
Martello group, and others. It
was throughout a “support-the-im-
perialist-war meeting — betraying
everything Tresca’s lifework of
militant activity in the class strug-
gle stood for. Tresca, himself, how-
ever, by his support of the war in

‘the ‘last year or so, made possible

this outrage on his memory.

40 YEARS A MILITANT
FIGHTER FOR LABOR

Arriving in the U.S. shortly
after the turn of the century, Tre-
sca’s name was associated with
practically every major

played an active and militant role
in the 1912-13 textile strikes in
Lawrence, Mass., and in Patter-
son, New Jersey. He was one of
the leading figures in the Sacco-
Vanzetti case. He fought side by
s’de with the iron miners of the
Mesabi range in Minnesota.

His proud record of over 30 ar-
rests, for inciting" to riots, break-
ing injunctions, and all the rest,
will always remain as the real
and lasting testimonial to his life.

Tresca’s forty years of bold and
determined struggle against capi-
talism, and later, after the first
World War, against capitalism in
its fascist form, brought him many
enemies. Repeated attempts on
his life by fascist foreces only
strengthened his hatred and his
struggle against fascism.

strike
struggle in the past 40 years. He'

Despite his lack of a clear
vnderstanding and  his rejection
of Marxism, he saw early and
fought Dbitterly against Stalinism,
its burocracy and dictatorship, and
its GPU., He was only too well
acquainted with the political and

organizational methods of the
Stal'nist GPU. It was he who
rublicly accused the American

G. P. U. agent, George Mink, of
the assassination in Spain of his
close personal friend, the Italian
anarchict Berneri. ’

It was Tresca, too, who in
February 1938, made known the
abduction to the Soviet Union of

Poyntz was shifted in 1934 from
public CP activity to special GPU
work. In May 1937 she expressed
to Tresca in a personal conversa-
tion, her dissatisfaction and dis-
gust. Shortly afterward she disap-
peared. Tresca linked up this
disappearance with the arrest in
‘Moscow in the same period of the
Robinson-Rubens couple, who had
left the U.S. on a false passport.
His exposure of the new frame-up
trial that was in the making ef-
fectively put an end to the whole
dastardly plot.

He was a member of the Dewey

Juliet -Stuart Poyntz by the GPU.y

Commission that investigated Trot-
sky; and could always be counted
on for any labor defense activity.

Lately he was waging ap un-
compromising struggle to prevent
the Stalinists from penetrating.
into the Italian Mazzini Society,
and other Italian organizations.
He was engaged in discussions
with the Office of War Informa-\
tion to establish.an Italian-Amer-
ican Victory Committee, but was
0] 1nc1u51on of pro-fascist
melements and of Stalinists—Te
had succeeded in barring Stalin-
ists even from membership in the
Mazzini Society, and was organiz-
ing to have them shut out of the
OWI meeting that was’ to launch
the Victory Committee, a few days

before he was . shot.

EVIDENCE INDICATES
ASSASSINATION CRGANIZED

After his death, however, Alan
Granston and Lee Falk, of the
Office of War Information, as-
serted that Tresca had agreed to
drop his opposition to the Stalin-
ists. This brought charges of an
“unscrupulous  misrepresentation”
of the assassinated Tresca’s beliefs.

Luigi Antonini, head of the Ital-
ian Dress and Waist Makers Union
89, and president of the Italian-
American Labor Council, said:

..It is a shame to put in his
mouth that he was ready to ac-
cept the Communists. ... Natural-
ly, I cannot point my finger at
his assassin, but if I had to choose
between the Fascists and the Com-
munists, I will give the Commun-
ists 95% that they did it, and the
Fascist 5%....”

Dr. Humberto Gualtieri, editor
of Tresca’s 11 Martello, also denied
that Tresca had droﬁped his op-
position and said that ™““Tresca
planned with me to walk out of

.the OWI meeting with those who

might follow him if the OWI car-
ried out its insistence. There was
a large list or organizations in-
vited, but the OWI didn’t invite
the Mazzini Society, which had
already barred Communists.”
The 7police investigations into
the murder have thus far run into
a blind alley. While it is not im-
possible that it was an individual

and even personal act, all indica-

tions point to an organized political
assassination. The car that was

used was later found registered,

under a false name and address.
The whole thing, from spying on
Tresca’s habits, a man at either
exit from his building, the smooth-
ed an apparatus and plenty of
money, shows that it was or-
ganized and planned in great de-
tail. Y

Whoever the murderers, the
workingclass owes them a punish-
ment which time will never erase.

- How far the recentiy organized
“Confederated Unions of America”
goes will depend on many circum-

outset that the independent federa-
tion of Unions starts thh a false
perspectwe

There are many fine features to
the CUA. The dominant organi-
zation of the group, the Mechanics
Educational Society of America,
is a militant Union that has con-
sistently refused to follow the
lead of the AFL and CIO and giye
up the right to strike. The leader
of- the MESA, Matthew Smith,
refused to follow the lead of the
Trotsky wing of the MESA and
liquidate into the UAW-CIO, in
1936. He correctly estimated the
role of the CIO leadership, as
class collaborationist.

The new “Confederation’” also
has a sprinkling of “wobbly” or
former IWW elements. Its Con-
stitution is far more democratic
than that of the two big Federa-
tions. No officer may receive more
than $5,000 per year and all officers
are subject to a continual check
by the Executive Board. - In turn
the Executive Board is eomposed
of rank and file workers, .none

“of whom may-be a paid official

of any Union.
The CUA has a fairly clear posi-
tion on labor unity. Its December

sed their intention of suing both
the Virginia police and the com-
pany, and are  appealing the ver-
dict- of “guilty.”

but it is obvious from the

p:ipgr says that “unity is impe-
rative and every honest working
man and woman fights to achieve
it, but it will have to be done in
spite of the so-called leaders—and
possibly against them.” It de-
nounces not only Green and Mur-
ray but their former mentor, John
L. Lewis.

NO REAL BASIS FOR C.U.A.

. EXISTENCE ’

But the CUA also has many
serious drawbacks. The roster of
Unions originally attending the
first Conference runs all the way
from the MESA to some shady
sounding Unions with an “In-
corporated” attached to their
names. Some of these, of course,
were investigated at the Con-
ference and their credentials re-
moved, but there were really far
too many such organizations,
“Automotive Workers Industrial
Union, Ine. Chicago”; Western
Electric Employees Association,
Newark; “First Wisconsin Nation-
al Bank Employees Association,
Milwaukee”; Employees Associa-
tion, Inc., Bayonne”; and many
others. Some of these, at least,
are Company Unions ,although it
must be admitted the leaders of
the CUA made an effort to Te-
move sich outfits.

The resolutions and positions
of the first Conference were rather
weak. The delegation voted to
ask for “definite assurances that
these (labor) rights will be restor-
ed, undeleted AFTER THE CON-
CLUSION OF THE WAR.” But

nothing was  said about fighting

IC. U. A. Excess Baggage Now

for those rights NOW. The CUA
voted support to Roosevelt and
“the furtherance of our war effort
until final victory is achieved,”
thus placing itself on the same
political level as the AFL and
CIO, and giving it mo real basis
for an independent existence.
The new organization has no
clear-cut position
Unionism, or on trade Union pol-
icy. Within its ranks are some
notorious craft Unions, such as an’
independent Welders Union. The
CUA, despite many militant
elements in its ranks, has-failed

to emblazon on, its banner Indus-

trial Unionism with a Class Strug-
gle policy.
FALSE ORIENTATION

But all of this is really not the
major eriticism of the CUA. Even
if the policy of the “left-wingers”
would prevail, ‘the Confederated
Unions of America would still be
saddled with an absolutely false
orientation and perspective.

The main current of American
Labor is today within the AFL
and CIO, The major portion of
the work of liberating the labor
movement must be done WITHIN
(not outside of) these two orga-
nizations. (plus the Lewis UMWA
and the Railroad Brotherhoods).
What is needed today is not a
THIRD Federation of Labor, but
a National . Progressive Group,
based on shop stewards and rank
and file militants, regardless of
affiliation. Without such a group
to rescue the 11 million workers

(Cont. page 4, Col. 5)

on Industrial -
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The Casablanca Conference

The Casablanca meeting of Roosevelt and Churchill
revealed little in public commitments, other than to
reaffirm that which was already stated. It was also a
disappointment to many because Stalin did not attend,
nor was Chiang Kai Sheck invited. The conference did,
however, state that the United Nations were pledged
to an unconditional surrender of the Axis. This in order
. to block any attempt of Hitler to launch his usual
“peace’ ’offensive this winter.

Wie can be assured that though much more was taken
up at Casablanca than that which was told to the press,
the conference did not reveal unity in action of the lead-
ing united nations. On the contrary it revealed wide dif-
ference among the four leading nations as to how to con-
duct the war.

»

.

U.S., GREAT BRITAIN ANTAGONISM
MAIN POINT

The main point taken up at the Casablanca conference
was an attempt by Roosevelt and Churchill to iron out
their differences. This Copnference, if it was indicative
of anything, revealed the growing intensity of the an-
tagonism between Britain and America.

They did not make much headway in settling the knotty
problem of French north Africa. Each Country main-
tains its own Lieutenant; G1raud "American, De Gaulle,
for Britain.

o They at least came to an understandmg as to mllltary

Ieadershlp to drive the AXIS out of Tunisia, in order to

“release their forces as soon as possible and be prepared

for any move by Hitler against either Spain and Gibral-
" ter, and the Near East and a drive toward Asia.

They surely came to a preliminary understanding of
the divisions of the spoils in North Africa. United
States is primarily concerned wtih air and naval bases
on the west coast of Africa, especially Dakar.

_FEAR OF REVOLUTION ONLY COMMON GROUND
FOR ACTION

The conference no doubt planned steps to check the
maturing revolts in Europe and the growing influence
of the Red Army.

They can find basic agreement on joint action to hold
in check the revolution in India, China and other colonial
areas.

They at least found common grounds in their drive
to take Italy and Finland out of the war as soon as
- possible.

Roosevelt and Churchill did nothing to help the Arabs
get back their country from French'imperialism. They
"did nothing to smash the Anti-Semetic laws, or release
from imprisonment the many Jews. They did nothing to
help the real anti-Fascists' fighters of Spain who are
still in prison in North Africa. In short, they did nothing
to advance their “four freedoms.”

The so-called big mystery was the absence of Stalin
who was too busy to attend. Regardless of the excuses
given, it is true that the Soviet Union must be careful
in attending conference that take up war strategy against
Japan. Japan will attack Russian when the right time
arrives, but there is no need to give Tokyo advantages.
Stalinism has already committed itself to imperialism,

and for Stalin to attend would, most likely, enable Roose-

svelt and Churchill to wring even more concession out of
him for a little material aid.

Roosevelt made considerable political capital in the
United States toward rebuilding his torn fences by this
daring, showman visit to the front by air.

The story of the conference is yet to be told, but
when it is told just check it with these considerations.

Where s that Economic

Democracy at Home?

Speaking before the Congress of the United States,
Congressman Aimlee brought forth the following amaz-
ing picture of American “Democracy.”

“If we let $100 represent the total wealth and 100

people the total population, the wealth of the country

would be divided as follows, one man would own $59;

two men would each own $9; 22 men would each own

$1.22 and 75 men would each own less than 7 cents.”
This is within the United States.

-available, markets have been lost.

,Economic Democracy in

Porto Rico

What about the “Four Freedoms” in the American
colony of Porto Rico? '

The average income of the average native family is
less than $200 per year. The wage and hour act has
no meaning in this colony.

The main cry of the native population—LAND—has
been stifled for half a century. The land is owned lock

stock and barrel by the big sugar refining interests in -

United States. And this despite a native law which
prohibits anyone fropm owning more than 500 acres.

The present puny efforts of Rex Tugwell, New Deal
appointed Governor, to eliminate some of the abuses, is

“only an effort to quell the storm. But Wall Street,

through the press in the U.S., is eclamoring bloody murder
against the “socialist, experiment.”

The war has made things much worse. Shipping is not
More than half the
island population is unemployed and sgtarving.

If Vice-President Wallace meant what he said about
the “Five Democracies,” including “economic democracy,”
and if President Roosevelt was really sincere in his talk
about “security from the cradle to the grave,’ what are
these two gentlemen doing to bring such security to the
people of Porto Rico? While the nation is spending 109
billions for war, there can be no excuse for not spending
a few additional millions to grant the necessities of life
to the Porto Rican masses.

No excuse, of course—except jmperialism, and its
tenet of profits,—first, last and always. Y

Trotskyites Demand “Real"
Rationing

“We are FOR rationing—provided it is properly con-
trolled and handled!” “rationing (is) the only democratic
way of meeting the alarming food shortage,” but it must
be regulated by “committees of workers, farmers and
housewives—the only agencies that can make a go of
price control and rationing.”

These statements are culled from the Dec. 28 and Jan.
4 paper of Shachtman Trotskyites. The Cannon Trotsky-
ists echo the same sentiments in their January 2nd paper:
“Rationing and price fixing are absolutely necessary..
real rationing and price fixing can be realized only under
the control of democratic mass committees of unions,
airt farmers organizations,; small business men and
housewives.” o

It is hard to believe that these wprds come from the
pen of people who call themselves “M’arxists' ” who have

the effrontery in fact to say that they ‘are the “only -

organizations fighting the war.

Rationing under capitalism is purely a method of
spreading the scarcity. The anarchy of capitalist pro-
duction and the great costs of war make it necessary for
the ruling class to -curtail consumers goods production
and distribution. In the midst of the most gigantic
productive effort in all history, precisely when 100 billion
dollars of war materials will be produced, capitalism
finds it necessary to cut down the rations of sugar and
butter, meat and coffee, canned goods and dairy products.

CAPITALIST RATIONING IS ORGANIZED
SCARCITY

" Can this ev11 be eliminated by any PARTIAL measures?
Rationing is merely a by-product of capitalist decay, of
organized scarcity. Can a mere honest administration of
rationing solve anything? The very idea is ridiculous.

The question is can ANYBODY make a “go” of a ra-
tioning and price-fixing, not whether a committee of
housewives is preferable to a committee of Hendersons
or Browns. Can people who believe in the overthrow of
capitalism, seriously speak of “real” rationing, under
Capitalism in opposition to any other kind of rationing?

All rationing under the exploiters society is an evil,
just like unemployment, just like war amd is opposed by
Marxists for the same reason. The answer to rationing
does not lie in any minor palliative. It rests upon a
concerted struggle for WORKERS CONTROL OF PRO-
DUCTION FOR USE. Against the organized scarcity of
capitalism, we, the Marxists, counterpose workers con-
trol and workers Coundils not of just the minor bypro-
duct of the capitalist production process, -but of produc-
tion itself. / Anything else is just reformism. Anything
else is just a compromige with the bourgeois war effort.

To be “against” the war in words—as the Trotskyites

are—and FOR rationing, FOR selectlive service, and
FOR other such things in action is a cheap play on Words
a deception practiced by the modern conterparts of Karl
Kautsky.

Lenin, Liebknecht, Luxemburg,
Point the Way to Freedom

Jan. 25, 1942. This is the tihrd commemoration of the
death of Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxembourg since the
start of the imperialist war in 1939. In the course of
time we have seen the long flow. of working class youth
killed and maimed, the destruction of billions of dollars
of property, .hunger, sickness and pestilence sweeping

. the earth, Fascism triumphant over most of Europe and
" Asia; while the bourgeois democracies, rapidily paving

the way for the victory of the fascist forces in England
and the United :States, have increasingly lowered the
standard of living of the working class and are rapidly
destroying whatever civil liberties exist until the burden
of the war is becoming more and more intolerable, - It

“Social Security" or Socialism?

The gentlemen in the counting houses have learned
a little lesson from' the {dst war. When the Revolution
swept Europe after 1917, the exploiters attempted to
dam the tide by granting some long overdue reforms.
In Germany the Weimar Constitution and all sorts of
improved “social security” schemes were introduced. The
reforms of the Weimar Republic became a prototype for
the bourgeoisie of the rest of Europe. But the Revolu-
tions continued to break out in Germany, Austria,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Italy and a dozen other places; and
it was only through a combination of errors on the part

of the revolutionists, a lack of Marxian leadership, and

the skill and force of the exploiters that the Revolutlon
was finally set back.

That was World War L. .

This time, however, finance capital does not intend to
repeat the error. In England the Beveridge Plan for
“gocial security” is being put forth BEFORE the Revolu-
tion breaks out, in order to dull the blade. In America,
“liberals,” spokesmen for Wall Street, like Willkie and
Wallace, keep speaking of the “century of the Common
Man,” “people’s revolution,” “security,” a “quart of
milk a day for each person in the.world,”. “an end to
imperialism” and other such tidbits of demagogy. Mr."
Roosevelt had proposed to Congress that it pass laws
assuring each person with some measure of security from
“the cradle to the grave.” No more selling apples on
the streetcorner says Mr. Roosevelt.

" PROMISES ARE CHEAPEST METHOD

OF PACIFICATION

After the experiences of WPA, relief, CCC, NYA and
all the rest, few people will be misled by all these
phrases. That they are empty promises is quite evident
by the “social security” we have at present. Certainly
a nation which spends 109 BILLIONS for war purposes
in one short year, could afford a few extra billions to

lighten the plight of the 13 .million Negroes, to raise the

living standards of the very low paid agricultural work-
ers and millions of industrial workers. Certainly a
government which promises “four freedom” FOR THE
FUTURE could assure us of some of that freedom
today. But “freedom” is becoming as rare as snow in
summer.

The promises of “security” do have some meaning,
however. The increasing ery of the masses as to “what’
are we fighting this war for anyway,” must be answered.
And it is answered not with any concrete concessions
today, but with some deceptlve promises for tomorrow——
always tomorrow.

It is hoped—by Wall Street and its puppets—~that this
clever strategy will charm the multitudes, will quiet them
long enough for the inevitable armed hooligans (fascists)
of  tomorrow -to prepare. It has ever been so ‘with
capitalism: demagogy, lies, and empty promises go hand
in hand ‘with bourgeois force and violepce.

But the sands of demagogy are running low. Beveridge
plans and New Dealism are much too limited to check the
Revolution that is coming. Capitalism® is too decayed
to grant any real security; in fact it can continue to
exist only by making life infinitely more uncertain anc
infinitely more insecure for the working class and the
middle class.

The present puny efforts, although better organized
and better planned, will be even less effective than the
1920 Beveridge plans in checking the coming and in-
evitable Proletarian Revolution,.

is the darkest period the‘: toiling masses have faced since
the victory of Fascism in Germany and Spain. '

Yes, it is dark: But through the darkness of reaction
and over the roar of cannon and the drone of airplane
motors one hears the clear and unmistakable voices of
the revolutionary martyrs who today, more than ever *
before, answers the needs of the suffermg' and confused’
working class. -

“This is an imperialist war,” they say. “As long as
capitalism exists, wars for the redivision of the earth
amongst the great powers will be fought. It is a war’
in which the exp101ted working class have no interest.
The working and colonial masses must oppose this war.

They must fight for a society which will govern in
their own interests, a society of production for use, a
socialist society. Against ALL forms of capitalist rule,
whether fascist or democratic ,the rallying cry must be
TURN THE IMPERIALIST WAR INTO A CIVIL. WAR!”

Only the forces of the International Contact Commis-
sion stand on the program of Lenin, Liebknecht and
Luxembourg. The most important task of the day is to
transform the Commission, by ceaseless opposition to
the imperialist war, and by daily activity in the class
struggle thereby winning over wider and wider layers of
the oppressed, into the international instrument of
struggle.

THE FOURTH (COMMUNIST) INTERNATIONAL'

January issues of International News Theoretical
Organ of International Contact Commission con-
tains such timely and vital articles as:

LENIN ANSWERS SOME QUESTIONS
WHEN WILL THE WAR END?
THE UNITED STATES AT THE CROSS-
ROADS. -
Prige .10 each issue, subscription $1.00 a year.
Write to Demos Press for your copy.
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" . amounts of -canned ' goods.

Rton Rbs erers
To Insure More Profits

The
WAGE CEILING the Roosevelt
administration has placed on the
country has no fundamental effect
in stopping the rise in prices and
profits although it has had con-
siderable = effects wupon wages,
thanks to the labor agents of the
.C.I1.0. and the AF. of L. and the

_ Stal'nists.

Governnient figures reveal -that
since the war started wholesale
prices have advanced 35%.
~ Wholesale food prices have ad-
vanced over 50%.

! And they say the cost of liv-

ing has advanced over 20%. But
any worker knows that for the
unskilled and semi-skilled the cost
of living has’ ADVANCED OVER
50%. To make an average ot of
the rich, the middle class and the
few high paid and the millions
below this is the best kind of
fakery.

With all of the so called stop-
gaps in the present war, in 40
months the wholesale price of
food went up 37 points. In the
last war in the same period, with-
out this price fixing it went up
only 387 points in 33 months.

The working class must fight,
in strikes and in every way pos-
sible. to increase their wages to
meet the rising cost of living.
Dont let the exploiters hide Dbe-
hind “patriotism” (to their pocket-
book) to keep you down. The ele-
mentary right to live is the strug-
gle of the day. The first step is
within the Trade Unions.

o

Canned Goods Rationing
- Means Malnutrition
For Workers

We are informed by the govern-
“ment that it will be necessary to
ration canned goods in order that
ALL MAY HAVE THE NECES-

_SITIES OF LJFE and that the

-allies may obtain their needs to
wcarry son the struggle against the
+ Axis. At the same time the govern-
~~ment announces that in order to

w0 this-it is necessary to limit the

canned goods consumption per
year to 48 pounds per person.

A plan to see that ALL persons
in the country obtain the neces-
_sities of life is commendable. But
‘the PLAN proposed does just the
opposite. To place all sections of
the country, all classes, and all
divisions within . occupations .and
classes on the same level, is to
FAVOR THE RICH against the
poor. To favor the rich against
the worker, the urban poor and
the unskilled masses of America.

Anyone, even without horse-
sense, knows that rural areas and
urban areas consume
They
know that poor and low paid
workers must consume more can-
ned goods than any other group.
They know that the middle class
and the exploiters in general who
have private chefs use less canned
goods per person than the work-
ing class. So to place all on the
same level of canned goods con-
sumption is to DISCRIMINATE
AGAINST THE POORER SEC-
TION OF THE WORKING
CLASS.

The: AVERAGE unskilled poor
urban worker with a wife and one
child uses .over 700 pounds of
canned goods per year in order
to exist. If he is forced to pay
for fresh vegetables he cannot
exist. Restaurant prices are too
fancy for the worker and his
family, and where the woman of
the family is also working it be-
comes impossible to. have any
type of balanced diet without long
ours over the stove, even if they
could afford the fresh produce,

PRICE, PROFIT, ANIL?

different |

%

Profit System On
Merry-go-round

“We must make these sacrifices
because of the evils of ‘Versailles,
because we need room to live.”
—Hitler.

“We must make these sacrifices
because the evil men of Europe

Roosevelt.

The song is exactly the same;
the only difference is in the re-
frain. America follows now; in
the footsteps of Germany from
1931 on, of France in 1936, of Bri-
tain in 1939, of Italy in 1923. The
State is penetrating into every
nook and cranny of the individual’s
life.

Six hundred thousand workers
in Michigan may not quit their
job on penalty of being black-
listed. Sugar is rationed, gaso-
line is rationed, prices are frozen,
coffee is rationed, wages, are con-
trolled by government.

One little step leads to another.

If you ration gasoline more
people ride the trains and busses.
Eventually you must ration travel-
ling.

According to the United States
News price ceilings on butter
have tended to divert milk and
cheese. The butter shortage is
forcing diversion of butterfat
from ice cream to butter. A cut
of at least 20% is envisioned for
ice cream. )

The butter shortage creates fear
that all dairy products will soon
be short; hording of condensed
milk follows. The inevitable re-
sult is rationing.

The rationing of coffee will soon
result in the rationing of tea' and
cocod. ‘

force greater limitation on ship-
ments, when rolling stock can not
be replaced. That will create
shortage in ALL foods, and ration-
ing.

BUMPER CROPS BUT
GREATER “SCARCITY”

Argentina this year has a bum-
per crop of wheat, corn, and meat.
The United' States has had an

and growth of foodstuffs, but as
the year rolls out greater and
greater restrictions are being
placed on the consumer.

The shortages are not the re-
sult of shortages in nature and
on the production lines. The short-
ages are the result of capitalist
ANARCHY. The basic motif of
qapitalist economy is how to
divide a minimum of goods. Cap-
italism can no longer live unless
it lowers the standard of living.

To pay for the imperialist war
taxes must be raised. But taxes
can not be raised and living stand-
ards kept constant, unless capital-
ism were willing to do away with

unless capitalism were willing to
kill "itself, which ~ of course is
ridiculous. So, their only answer
is a tightened belt, greater scar-

The only other alternative is to
eat rice and potatoes, neck bones,
and pig tails.

This war for “freedom from
want” that is supposed to raise
the living standard-of the coolies
and oppressed peoples of Asia and
Africa and Europe is having  the
peculiar effect of lowering - the
standard of the American worker
to near coolie level, and to this
day we haven’t yet heard about
anyone who is Treceiving that
“quart of milk a day” or any
part of that “freedom from want”

cash to pay for it.

have attacked our freedom.” ——las

The prioritiés on steel will soon.

exceptional year in the production

' profits entirely—in other words |

excepting those who have the
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city.
But this is “war time,” the ar-
gument goes.

SOCIETY OF PRODUCTION FOR
USE CAN PLAN PLENTY
FOR ALL
Will peace bring changes? Think
back to the ‘thirties when millions
of acres were plowed under, when
thousands of tons of coffee were
dumped, when cattle was slaughter-
ed and kept from the market while
people starved. Since then Amer-
ican capitalism has gone throgh
some severe years; it has accumu-
lated a debt seven or eight times
. large; it -has obligated the
Americant people for decades to
come. Whatever changes there
will be after this war will be not
for the better but for the worse,

under capitalism.

Germany and France began their.

regimentation during peace time.
France is today out of the war
but more regimented than ever.
World capltahsm ‘today—even if

“peace” should come—will only
be an armed camp waiting and pre-
paring for the next war; and pre-
paring not only with guns and
tanks and planes, but with—above
all—shorfer Tations; lower wages,
and complete control over the lives
of the working masses.

There can be neither peace nor
plenty under capitalism. Only
anarchy, war and scarcity. Plenty
can be organized only under a So-
cialist Society, with workers con-
trol of production for use.

Supreme Court Denies

Human Rights In
Carwile Case

The United States Supreme
Court again shows its position in
relation to property rights versus
'human rights, in its court treat-
ment of the Carwile case.

Carwile had instituted a eivil
suit against the Blue Ridge Sana-
torium of Virginia, for abuse heap-
ed upon him while he was a charity
patient there. The Labor Defense
Congress has actively participated
in his campaign to force the State
of Virginia to rescind its laws

'| which permit the State to be sued

only on its contractual obligations,
and only by its consent. After the
Virginia courts refused to hear
the case it was taken to the U. S.
Supreme Court. This body, by its
refusal of the writ of certiorari
on January 11th, sustained the
position of the Virginia courts—
a position which implies the “King
(the State) can do no wrong.”
This decision, in substance means
that the highest tribunal in the
land ruled that indigent sick work-
ers in state hospitals have no con-
stitutional rights; that no worker
may contest the law of the state
or any of its agencies; that “the
states‘ lordly prerogative of wrong
doing” may continue unabated.:
OBJECTIVE OF CASE

The Carwile case had . two ob-
jectives: 1—to vurge state hnspx-
tals of ruthless machine politics
in order that the working class
can get decent punctual hospitali-
zation; 2—to repudiate the medie-
val relic: of “the king can do no
wrong” so that in cases of lynch-
ing, police brutality and the
abuses, persecution and discrimina-
tion of sick humanity in state in-
stitutions—the state and its sub-
sidiaries can -be sued. This case
was the first in history to make
such a frontal attack on state im-
munity—it put the doctrine direct-
ly at issue. And from the Circuit
Court of Richmond (in poll tax
state Virginia) to the Supreme
Court of the U.S. the doctrine of
State Immunity from Human
Rights suits has been upheld

The attorneys, for Carw11e and the
Labor Defense Congress, Mr. Stone
of Richmond, and Mr. Heisler of
Chicago are seeking new metbods

Chicago Election Exposes
Political Tyranny & Thievery

Chicago is now preparing for
its election of a Mayor. Sitting
in the seat of power now is a
100% New Deal machine, led by
Mayor Kelly and millionaire Pa-
trick Nash.. In opposition’ to
Kelly, the Republicans have nam-
ed a nonentity named Faherty
more for the sake of appearances
than for a mayoral fight.

But within the good Democratic
Party, Mayor Kelly 1is getting
opposition from other New Dealers
(not Republicans and not “isola-

tionist” Democrats). The candi-
date of this “Free Democratic”
opposition, Alderman John 8.

Boyle, has the following to say
of his fellow New Dealer, Mayor
Kelly:

“The present city administration
is tyrannical and dictatorial, as
bad as anything - ruling the oc-
cupied countries of Europe.”

Mr. Boyle is in some “slight”
contradictions here, Dbecause if
Kelly is as bad as Hitler and his
Quislings, then how come that Mr.
Roosevelt (Bolye’s big hero sup-
ports a “regime as bad as any-
thing ruling the occupied coun-
tries of FEurope,” while at the
same time supposedly “fighting
fasecism”? Furthermore, how come
the great liberal My. Boyle him-
self pays dues and allegiance to
the same party and even the
same New Deal wing of the same
party ?

Mr.
that the differences between fas-
cism and bourgeois democracy are
not all they are cracked up to be,
that we've got some excellent
Quislings here in the U.S.—not in
the sideshow, mind you, but in
the main tegt. .

THAT CHICAGO SUBWAY
A GOLD MINE FOR KELLY

Mr. Boyle continues his story.
The present administration pro-
mised Chicago it “would straight-
en out the traction muddle,” So
far it has spent 74 million dollars
on the problem and the muddle is
more muddled than ever. The Kelly
gang promised to build the great
Chicago subway for 45 million
dollars, but it revised the esti-
mates to 70 million and “before
the city is through paying: damages
and indemnities it will be up. to
300 million dollars!”

“The present Mayor,” says Mr.
Boyle, “has bankrupted every place
he’s been—the sanitary district,
the park board.”

Besides all this the Mayor is
guilty of playing bad politics with
the school system—*“The teachers
might just as well be living in
one of the occupied countries of
Europe.” He, the Mayor, is also
guilty of spending millions of dol-
lars on “new projects” and then
dropping them, and many other

vices, according to Alderman
Boyle. :
Of ~ourse, Alderman Boyle is

of bringing this case before the

_courts again.

BOURGEOIS COURTS PROTECT
PROPERTY ONLY

“Workers are asked to write their
protest to Chief Justice Stone of
the Supreme Court, for its adverse
decision; branches of the LDC have
held public protest meetmgs and
inaugurated a post card campaign.

All of this is useful but in the
long run, there will never be any
justice given to any member of
the workingclass except what is
obtained frem the pressure and
action of that class. The bour-
geois courts are pledged to uphold
the rights of private property.
Only a- workers court, under a
workers government will see to
it that justice for workers is ob-
tained.

Boyle admits by this talk .

not much different from the good
Mayor. His only redeeming qua-
lity probably is that he is much
more efficient as a servant of
the master class than Mr. Kelly.’

But the enlightening accept-
ance speech of Boyle should be an
eye-opener to the masses of Ameér-
ica who still have faith in the
bourgeois politicians.  Somebody
must make enormous profits when
a project that is to cost 45 mil-
lions runs up to 7 times  that
figure—300 millions. Somebody
in the traction set-up must have
“cleaned up” in -the disbursement
of 74 millions in the course of 10
short years. If the Mayor had
bankrupt every other job he ever
had somebody must have gamed
something of that too.

Certainly the workingman who
foots the bill get none of the
benefits of this corruption. The
Chicago straphanger fits into the
Chicago - busses, streetcars and
trains, like a sardine—only there’s -
no room left for olive oil. The
benefits that Chicago industry get
from the administration are enor-
mous. The benefits that the work-
ing class of Chicago gain are well
known—particularly in the Memor-
ial Day massacre of 1937 where
the Kelly police killed eleven
workers because they were peace-
fully picketing.

LABOR BUROCRATS CODDLE
CORRUPTION '

Labor so called “non-partisan”
politics in Chicago has been a
major reason for the maintenance
of people like Kelly in office. The

whole Chicago” CIO, the Stalinist

wing around Travis, March and
DiMao; the Hillman Murray wings,
around Sam Leyin and Doherty,
have all supported Kelly, despite
the massacre of 1937, despite the
corruption. And of course - the
AFL burocrats are locked arm in
arm with the Kelly-Nash ma-
chine. :

If ever there was testimony to
the fact that neither the old
bourgeeois parties, mor a “labor
party based on the trade unions”
(read trade union burocrats)—if
ever there was testimony that
neither of these movements can
achieve any beneficial results, Chi-
cago offers that testimony.

Only a Revolutionary Marxian
Party, basing itself on independent
working class action rather than

shysters manouvers with cheap
bourgeois politicians, can really
fill the bill.
Confederated

Unions
(Cont. from page 23

in the CIO and AFL from their
reactionary leadership, the efforts
of a small independent Union are
really in vain.

That is not to deny, of course,
the value of a central organiza--
tion for groups expelled from thé .
AFL and CIO, or groups which.
were refused admittante into these
big Federations. Nor is it to deny
the need of independents helping
to “organize the unorganized.” But
the concentration . point, at the
moment, for such an organization
as.the CUA must be in aiding the
militant progressives WITHIN the
AFL and CIO, not to split and join
with the small CUA, but to extend
the progressive movement inside
the AFL and CIO.

The CUA ,thus starts as a still-
born organization. To ~ breathe
life and vitality into it, it is first
necessary to purge it of the class- .
collaborationist elements within it,
and second to lay major emphasis
on aiding a left-wing movement
within the old Federations of

Labor.






