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«Labor Leaders» Kneel
To Steel Bosses

July 23, 1942.— The Little Steel
decision of the War Labor Board
throws light on two major aspects
of the present war:

1—Who PAYS for the war?

2—The role of the labor "lead-
ers”.

After 10 months of negotiations,
and almost 6 months of presenta-
tion before the War Labor Board,
the steel dispute finally was "“set-
tled”. Workers are to get a 5%
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cent an hour wage increase, or
44 cents a day. According to Lee
Pressman, CIO General Counsel,
"The Board's decision in effect
reduces the standards of the steel
workers below the 1937 level”,
After 5 years of militant strikes
and the growth of a powerful Un-
ion, the Little Steel workers are
worse off than in 1937, when the
movement first began on a large
scale.
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10 DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION, FIGHT-

[FYrEy

For A WORKERS’

‘Second’ Front!

July 22—The Soviet Union is
now paying a bitter price for the
recent "“20-year” Pact and aagree-
ment with the "“democratic’” im-
perialists. While the much-touted
aid remains merely some ship-
ments of war materials, and the
indefinite promises of a "western
front”, the U.S.S.R. is threatened
with the immediate loss of anoth-
er vital sector of her economy.
The new Nazi offensive of recent
weeks, now on after much delay,
threatens to cut off the vital Cau-
casus from the rest of the U.S.S.R.

by closing the northern land op-
proach, like the mouth of a sack.

The Nazi forces at this writing
are pounding at Voronezh, Ros-
tov and the approaches of Stalin-
grad, all of them vital transporta-
tion and communication points;
the latter two are important in-
dustrial centers. The fall of these
points to Nazi hands would: 1) de-
prive the rest of the S. U. of the
vital Caucasian oil; 2) break the

Allies supply line which comes
up the Volga River past Stalin-
grad, from Persia. Such an out-
come would constitute one of the
worst blows to date, to the Soviet
Union's defense.

NATIONALISM IS BETRAYAL

It cannot be too strongly em-
phasized that Stalinism's nation-
alism, utilizing merely military
methods of warfare must sooner
or later spell the doom of the S.
U., unless the Soviet workers raise
the banner of proletarian interna-
tionalism. Hitler undoubtedly us-
ed the Pacts to convince the Ger-
man soldiers that only by support-
ing his new offensive can the Ger-
man people avoid- a terrible fate
at the "United Nations” hands.
The failure of o SINGLE LARGE
SCALE UPHEAVAL to materialize
in Hitler's forces, after a year of
the most bloody fighting ON SO-
VIET, NOT GERMAN, SOIL, is a
bitter condemnation of Stalinism's
policy of “socialism-in-one-coun-
try”.

(Continued on page 4)

" the dispute,

“LABOR LEADERS” AT WORK

Oddly enough, by the way, Mr.
Pressman, like Mr. Phil Murray
and the various others advocated
acceptance of the rank proposal.
The committeemen of the Steel-
workers Locals, a handpicked
crew, also accepted the Beoard's
decision and steps are now under
way to resume contract negotia-
tions. Thus more months will be
spent ironing out the Little Steel
dispute and there is no guarantee
that even the low 44 cent propos-
al will be accepted by the com-
panies.

On July 2lst the Inland Steel
company, .one of the pnnmpals in
state that “Inland
has reached no decision on the
ruling of the War Labor Board”.
He flatly denied Murray’s inter-
pretation that the companies had
already agreed to accept the pro-
posal.

WORKERS' DISCONTENT
GROWS

Inlond’s workers, of course,
had some different views from
both their employers and their
“leaders”. After the Board deci-
sion, talk of immediate strike grew
like a tornado.

The steel workers have received
no increase in pay since April of
1941. Since that time the cost of
living has skyrocketed by more
than 13%, but the wage increase
amounts to only 5% of the work-
ers pay. The War Labor Board
has thus voted to cut the real pay
of the Steel men by at least 8%.
The argument given was that it
was necessary to “stabilize wages
and stop inflation”. The demand
for a $1 a day increase was dis-
carded even though the Board ad-
mitted the companies were well
able to pay.

(Continued on page 2)
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-’é?teelﬂ Workers Must
~ Fight Wage - Cut

(Continued from page 1)

But the giant profits of the large
corporations are being hit only
mildly in the “struggle against in-
flation’”. Talk of the $25,000 top
individual income remains just
that — talk. Even the arch-reac-
tionary Chicago Tribune has com-
mented on the fact that the new
tax bill will hardly affect the big
corporations,. that its main load
will fall upon the smaller pepple.

While the rich seize far them-
selves the enormous profits of the
present mass murder, the steel-
workers are being saddled with
the burdens. Ten percent for war
bonds; 5% deduction for income
taxes — a double income tax
load; contributions to all sorts of
things; a 13% rise in the cost of
living — these are only some of
the burdens.

Unfortunately, these are only
the beginnings. Much worse is
coming. The load will be increas-
ed steadily, even and particularly
AFTER the war, unless the labor
movement wakes up from its leth-
argy, repudiates its sellout lead-
ers and organizes a militant strug-
gle now to protect and extend its
rights. After all, the great demand
for labor today makes it possible
to finally get such things as the
30 hours base week, the closed
shop, a real living wage and
many others.

Only the treachery of labor's
misleaders has made possible
this new ATTACK against Labor,
just at the time when Labor should
be advancing firmly. Phil Mur-
ray, the Stalinists, and the Hill-
man crew are willing to give up
five years of gains, willing, in
fact, to give up almost anything,
so that capitalism can continue its
carnage and save itself.

The defeat ond capitulation in .

_ NOTICE
Readers should note that the
Demos Press has no connection
whatsoever with the Social Scien-
ce Institute, located at the same
address.

Little Steel leads to other defeats
and other capitulations. The right
to strike is already gone; double
time for Sundays is gone; the CIO
has given up its fight for a closed
shop — they have "compromis-
ed” (when no compromise was
necessary) on the “maintenance
of membership” clause. President
Roosevelt now threatens to freeze
wages entirely. Enforced savings
is the next big godal.

AGAINST BOSSES’ OFFENSIVE

The tentacles of the War Labor
Board, the 'labor-monagement
committees’’, the National Labor
Relations Board, the various other
mediation and orbitration schem-
es, the "labor advisory council”
(read: labor sell-out’ council) of
President Roosevelt, and many
other such devices, are tightening
inexorably around labor's neck.
This is the stuff of which fascism
is eventually forged. It is a stage
in the process, the disarming of
the working class, the undermin-
ing of their Unions, the demoraliz-
ation ond confusion .of their for-
ces. Tomorrow when the nation
is snowed under a 200 billion dol-
lar debt, when inflation sweeps
the land, when the middle class
is ruined and the working ciass
impoverished beyond our present
dreams — tomorrow (in the next
tew years) the copitalists will try
to complete the process aond
smash the labor movement en-
tirely.

The working class and its Un-
ions and its Revolutionary Marx-
ion organization must anticipate
that eventuality. They must de-
fend themselves NOW. And the
only defense is an offensive a-
gainst poverty, the low wage
rates, the laborfakers, and the
whole burocratic state machinery.
The watchword today must be an
offensive to get the 30 hour week,
to organize workers defense
corps, shop steward movements,
and workers councils, and to aim
at workers control of production
for use.

“PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION"
PROGRESS NOTES

Sierre Leone Bans

Workers' Press

Apparently the British governor
of Sierra Leone, west Africon col-
ony of the British Empire hasn't
heard of Vice President Wallace's
"People’s Revolution””, in which
all peoples are to be free to read,
write and think for themselves, if
some of the governor's recent ac-
tions are any indication.

We have recently been inform-
ed that the following publications
have been bcmned in Sierra Le-
one: the FIGHTING WORKER, or-
gan of the R.W.L, INTERNA-

TIONAL NEWS, bulletin of the In-
ternational Contact Commission;
The Militant and Fourth Interna-
tional, organs supported by the
Cannon Trotskyists; and Labor
Action and New International,
supported by the Shachtman
Trotskyists. Acting under the dic-
tatorial powers granted by the
“Undesirable (to whom?) Public-
ations Ordinance” of 1939, he
gave no reasons for this move.

This display of "democracy”
came along with the exile of Wal-
lace Johnson, leader of the West
African Youth League, which op-
poses British as well as Axis im-
perialism. With even Mr. Welles
of the U. S. State Department ap-
parently admitting that imperial-
ism “must go”, it would appear
that all who are honestly inter-
ested in the rights of toilers ev-
erywhere, are duty-bound to pro-
test these actions of the governor
of Sierra Leone.

The Fighting Worker

Central Organ of the
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS
LEAGUE, U. S.
(Afflliated to the Provisional
INTERNATIONAL CONTACT
COMMISSION
For a New Communist (4th)
International)
Subscription $1.00 per year
Published weekly by
DEMOS PRESS
Office

708 N. Clark St.
Chicago, Ill.
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LIBERALS «COMMEMORATE»

MURDERED

Washington. D. C. Under the
joint auspices of the Workers De-
fense League and the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, with the co-
operation of the Southern Elector-
al Reform League, there was held
in the Asbury, M. E. here on Sun-
day, July 12, a "memorial service"
to Odell Waller, which would
have mdde that victim of Virginia
"justice” turn in his grave had he
been able to hear it. The whole
tone of the meeting, which was
attended by about 150 Negroes
and half as many whites, was of
religion and super-patriotism. The
opening invocation by the pastor
of the church, mentioned particul-
arly "those many members of our
race who have shown a woeful
lack of partiotism” — a somewhat
interesting sign.

John Finerty, assistant counsel
for Waller, who, as our Tteaders
are aware, did not come into the

'"CROPPER

case until some months after the
original trial, when the case had
already been carried to the Sup-
reme Court of Appeals of Virginiq,
was introduced by the chairman
of the meeting as "chief counsel”
for the defendont. Much was
made of the last minute appeal
by telephone to Governer Darden
for a commutation of sentence, in
which it was stated that "he even
went down on his kness to the
Governor — an accomplishment
which, by telephone was some-
thing of a feat.

. SLANDER AGAIN!

Finerty's speech was an ob-
vious tissue of lies from begin-
ning to end, as might well have
been expected after such an in-
troduction. The highlight of the
address was the account of the
speaker’s conversation with Chief
Justice Stone on the night prior to
the execution, in which the chief
justice is alleged to have made

the astounding statement that “the
trial counsel made a technical er-
ror, and because he did so, the
defendent must die!” Even more
astonishing than this, was the
fact that the incredible statement
was accepted apparently without
question by Finerty’'s gullible au-
dience. (The answer to this slan-
der appeared in the July 13 issue.
of the FIGHTING WORKER.)
Other speakers were James
Carey, National Secretary of the
C.I.O., who talked for twenty min-
utes on the functions of the C.1.O,,
mentioning as an afterthought
that Waller had been unjustly
executed; and Miss Layle Lane,
member of the March-on-Wash-
ington Committee, who describ-
ed vividly the last minute attempts
to save Waller from the chair by
an appeal to the President. She
mentioned a letter alleged to have
been written by the President to
Governor Darden of Virginia, prior
to the hearing on commutation of
sentence, urging the governor "to.
do what is right” in the matter.
(Continued on page 4)
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A new bugaboo has overtaken
Leon Henderson, national price
administrator. It seems that if we
raise wages, we're going to have
inflation. In fact, if you believe
the jaunty professor, wage rises
.are probably the most important
reasons for inflation.

The whole bourgeois press has
seized this point as a club with
which to belabor the working
class, and force still more conces-
sions.

But do wages really

inflation?

Absolutely not! This is one of
the fairy tales capitalism has been
feeding the masses for a hundred
vears. But already in the 1860's
Marx gave the answer to this lie.
It is embodied in two excellent
pamphlets: "Value, Price and Pro-
fit’, and "Wage Labor and Cap-
ital”.

You work for a boss for $5 a
day. After the first 4 hours you
~have created enough additional
values for the boss to get back his
$5. The other 4 hours work is
"surplus labor”, “surplus value”.
It is the employer’s profit, rent and
interest.

cau s2

Do Wage Raises

WAGES VS. PROFITS

Now what happens if you get
$7.50 a day instead of $5? Merely
that the boss’ profit is cut in half.
If all the workers in America to-
day received a 509 raise in pay
it wouldn't increase the VALUE of
the commodity one penny: the
same amount of labor time would
be necessary to create those val-
ues as today. If the bosses were
willing to work say on a 10% pro-
fit instead of a 20% profit, the
price of all the commodities would
remain the same.

But that's where the rub comes
in. An increase in wages will in-
crease prices only so long as the
capitalists insist on getting the old
rate of swollen profits. Industrial
profits are today undoubtedly at
the highest level in history. Why
not, therefore, let wages go up
too?

The answer is child's play.
Wage rates and profits (rents and
interest) camn't go up together, if
the prices remain the same. To
increase one you must decrease

Cause Inflation 2

the other. We, the working class,,
are fighting to decrease profits
(eventually to abolish them) in
order to raise wages. Mr. Hen-
derson and his class are cnxious
to DECREASE wages in order to
INCREASE profits. There can be

‘no other course.

A rise in wages will not mean
inflation.

Workers must expose thé de-
ceptive and false economics of
Mr. Henderson. To meet the rising.
cost of living, wage increases
must continue to come in, thicker
and heavier. If the words of ""de-
fending democracy”’ mean any-
thing, they should mean a sharp
increase in wage standards so
that workers at least receive a
minimum wage in America. Gen-
eral Motors, for example, made
over $2,500 profit last year for
each employee on its payroll. It
can thus well afford to grant not
only $1 a day increase in pay,
but $4 and $5 a day — and still
make $1,000 profit on each em-
ployee.
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~ for A WORKERS'
‘9nd’ Front!

(Continued from. page 1)

The widescale poverty which
the: Germans saw -in the S. U.
with their own eyes, belying the
Stalinist bragging about "prosper-
ity”, "“socialism”, etc., has given
a-new shot.in the arm to German
nationalism. And Stalin’s cry of
- "death to. the. German invaders”,
.. appeals to-Pan-Slavism; promise
of 20 more years' of ‘collective
security” (imperialist dominated
Europe) which they understand to
medn a new and worse Versailles
"Peace”, further drives the Ger-
‘man soldiers to desperate contin-
uance of Hitler's offensive.

The only answer to this situa-
tion can be the rejection of the

Pacts, and of Stalinism. The So-
viet workers must work to set up
democratically-controlled Soviets,
build workers militias, bring the
Red Army under Workers con-
trol, and call for a Socialist United
States of Europe and the world.
This alone can break Hitler's grip
on the desperate German sol-
diers, rouse the masses behind

Hitler's lines in Europe to revolu-,

tionary action.

-

Not vague Stalinist promises of
“a just peace for the German
people”’, but revolutionary inter-
nationalist action, fraternization,
appeals on a WORKING-CLASS
basis as under Lenin, can arouse
the German soldiers from their na-
tionalist hysteria.

ONLY WORKERS ACTION CAN
SAVE THE U.S.S.R.!

Those who say that this is not
practical ignore the fact that
CLASS POLITICS (by the bosses)
have given Europe to Hitler, i. e.
the bosses’ fear of social revolu-
tion; and only CLASS POLITICS
— by the workers, can sooner or
later crush him.

There is no time to delay: in
all countries, class conscious
workers must do everything in
their power to aid the Soviet Un-
ion by an independent working-
class line. AGAINST THE PACTS!
FOR A REVOLUTIONARY- DE-
FENSE OF THE U.S.SR.! FOR A
NEW COMMUNIST PARTY IN
THE SOVIET UNION! FOR THE
ONLY SECOND FRONT THAT
WILL SAVE THE USSR — THE
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION!

—

BAN ON FIGHTING WORKER
NEW BLOW TO WORKERS RIGHTS

A letter from the U. S. Post Of-
fice to Demos Press, dated July
17, reads in part as follows: "You
are informed that the May 16 is-
sue of the 'Fighting Worker’ has
been held nonmailable under sec-
tion 600, PL & R 1910..."

The May 16th issue carried as
its main article "The New Deal
Plans Organized Scarcity’”’, and
contained an "Open Letter to F.
D. R, an analysis of May Day
1942, and The Need for a New
Communist International. What
particular interpretation of Sec-
tion 600, PL & R, is allegedly viol-
ated is not stated. Nor are there

any comments about subsequent
issues of the Fighting Worker, vet
the Post Office wants all future is-
sues submitted to their scrutiny.
Furthermore, although only the
May 16th issue of the FW is al-
leged to be unmailable, the let-
ter also states the International
News, and International News
Supplem_ent, should be submitted.

This is the second time that at-
tempts have been made to decide
on the FW contents. In the inter-
ests of defending labor's demo-
cratic rights, readers should re-
gister their own and their organ-
izations’ protest to Ernest Kruet-
gen, Chicago Postmaster.

WALLER
(Continued from page 3)

Even this innocuous epistle, how-
ever, the President refused to give
out for publication.

In writing the opinion refusing the
writ of habeas corpus, the chiet
justice makes no mention of the
astonishing interpretation of law
alleged by Finerty. The latter, re-
alizing that some of his hearers
may have been aware of this fact,
stated that he had specifically re-
quested that it be incorporated in
the document, but that the chief
justice refused to do so (sic.) How-
ever, in reply to Finerty's insist-
ence that this should be made a
matter of record for the public to
understand such an interpretation
of the law, the chief justice is sup-
posed to have said that he “would
not interfere with anything you
gentlemen see fit to make public’’!

The crowning touch of the meet-
ing was « fitting one, when a re-
solution was adopted endorsing
the Pepper-Geyer bill to abolish
the poll tax as a prerequisite to
voting, now pending in commit-
tee. :

FOR NEW LABOR DEFENSE

ORGANIZATION

Two redeeming features only
were there to the meeting. The
first was the reading of Waller's”
own statement, a human docu-
ment. of an intense poignancy
that contradicted the whole tone
of the meeting supposedly held
in his honor. The second was a
brief two or three minutes com-
ment made by a member of the
audience when the meeting was
thrown open for discussion, in
which he concisely presented a
true class-struggle line, at total

‘variance with the reformist char-

acter of the earlier part of the
meeting. As might be expected,
of course, the few words were re-
ceived without enthusiasm.

The real commemoration of
Odell Waller remains to be done,
by building a new labor defense
movement, militont trade unions,
and a new Marxion party.

For Social, Economic and Political
Equality of the Negro Masses.
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