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‘Soviet Union Holds
Key To War Moves

The Soviet Union holds the key
to the next step in the world im-
perialist war. While American
and Japanese Imperialism engage
each other in armed battle in the
Asiatic Pacific waters, and British
and German Imperialism battle
in Northern Africa, the Soviet Un-
ion's disposition of its armed, dip-
lomatic and political weight be-
comes the target of the eyes of
the world.

In Europe, for the first time since
1933, Hitler is suffering a major
- set back. From Leningrad in the
north to the Sea of Azov in the
south, his forces on the whole
thousand mile front are being hur-
led backwards. It is no wonder
that Hitler is reported to be ad-
vised by his doctor to take a "rest
cure.”

WONT STAY BEATEN

The "invincible" fnrces of Nazi
Germany, which overran the Bal-
tic area, the Low Countries,
France, and the Balkan area, now
meet a force they cannot under-
stand: it does not "recognize in-
ternational law’ (shades of Hit-
ler's promises!), it refuses to stay
"beaten."”

The terrible power of an arous-
ed, armed working-class (even
though only partially), factory
workers and peasants, carries on
war together with the regular Red
Army forces, and even without
them.

The bitter weather is doubtless
a serious element in the defeats
now suffered by the German ar-
my, with tank and machine parts
cracking, fuel freezing, and parts
replacements obtainable only
from great distonces behind the
lines, which requires time.
COLD NOT THE ONLY FACTOR

But it is not the decisive factor,
as can be seen by the German's
fate in Rostov, at the eastern end

of southern Ukraine, where the
weather is comparatively warmer
than in the Moscow - Leningrad
area of the north. There the com-
bined might of an aroused popul-
ace and the Red Army forces re.
captured Rostov from the Nazi ar-
my.

The Stalinist Government and
the army leadership, unfortunate-
ly, seem to be overestimating the

(Continued on page 3)

$200 Per Boo

An appetizer for the war hys-
teria that is being built up is the
case of the worker, a welder by
trade and Republican in politics,
who booed Roosevelt's picture
when it flashed onto the screen
in a Chicago news-reel theatre
last week.

He was set upon by 7 super-
patriots and given a good beat-
ing.  Then a U. S. marshall sitting
near-by arrested him for "disor-
derly conduct.”

The case came up in court Mon-
day, Dec. 15, the 150th anniver-
sary of the Bill of Rights. The sen-
tence: "$200 per boo."”

PEARL HARBOR

After 8 days censorship, Navy
Secretary Knox finally revealed
some of the details of the Pearl
Harbor affair. It is not our task
or intention to discuss the how
and why of the reasons for both
the army and navy being caught
napping. But Roosevelt's oppoint-
ment of a five man board of army
and navy officials -headed by Su-
preme Court Associate Justice
Roberts does call for comment.

The first attempt of the Admin-
istration to hush up the matter
proved impossible as the news of
the scope of the scandal seeped
through the censorship. Plons
for congressional investigation
were launched.

The administration announce-
ment of an investigation succeed-
ed in bringing a suspénsion of
these plans, which threatened too
much publicity.

It is obvious from the way the
board was selected, after consul-
tation with Secretary Knox, Ad- .
miral Stark, Secretary Stimson,
and Gen. Marshall, that its whole
inclination will lie in the direc-
tion of placing the blame some-
where below cabinet members
ond the top ranking army and
ravv officials. A whitewash is
in the making.

Far more valuable and reveal-

(Continued on page 3)

Waller

Wins

New Reprieve

A new stay of execution has
been granted Odell Waller, Vir-
ginia sharecropper, to March 20,
1942. Further legal action has
been taken by Thomas H. Stone,
senior defense counsel, who has
deposited a petition for habeas
corpus with the Supreme Court of
Appeals of Virginia, and will for-
mally file the petition on January
12.

It will probably be acted on
soon after. If the petition is gran-
ted, the case will be remanded
to Pittsylvania County for a new
trial. Otherwise, the case will be
taken to the U. S. Supremg Court.

The new stay is another victory
in the fight for Odell Waller's
freedom. Most important, it pres-
ents a new opportunity to organ--

(Continued on page 4)
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Japan's sudden attack on Peari
Harbor, despite the heavy military
losses it meant for the American
ruling class,) + nevertheless suc-
ceeded in déstrrring at one blow
the ~ entire isoiationist capitalist
argument. Isolationist vied with
isolationist in proclaiming  full
support to the war: Wheeler, Lind-
bergh, Hoover, General Wood,
Senator Nye, etc., etc.

Thus 'wds confirmed the state-
ment ‘i’ tHe Fighting Worker of
August 13, 1941:

“"Wheeler and his tribe deserve
the highest awards of Wall Street.
As_self appointed leaders of the
American masses’ opposition to
the war drive, they have served
as lightning rods to divert this op-
position from real expression.
They have corrupted the hedalthy
working class sentiment against
the war: and have made of this
sentiment a tool in the inter-cap-
italist fights for position and pro-
fit"

The “conversion” of the iscla-
tionists plays beautifully into ths
hands of the war jingoes. If evan
Wheeler and Lindbergh and the
Chicago -Tribune support the wzr,
it must be justified, and vou, th=
worker, should support it. So rnsz
the propaggnda. .

As a matter of fact, Wake, Mia-
way, Guam, the Philippines, ana
Hawaii,. are thousands of milas
out in the Pacific, gegcgraphically
a part ot the Asiatic continent. On-
ly the imperialist minded can
think of these island possessicns
as part of the 48 states. No work-
er has investments thera.

We can readily understand
and suppert the struggles of tha
natives there against domination
by Japanese imperialism; but in
the same way we con understand
and support their struggle for ths
right to determine their own das-
tiny, against domination by any
imperialism, including Wall St _
- The isolationists capitulated on
even tHeir own arguments. Not
even they had tried to conten
that these islands would not
attacked. But their denunciation:
of the war-mongers was not o rea
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cpposition to the imperialist war;inflation, etc.

they opposed the undeclared war
on Germany, but favored it on
Japan. Furthermore, their fight on
foreign policy (as well as internal
policy: laborpolicy, extent of gov-
ernment control, etc.) in reality re-
flected the giant rivalries within
the ruling class for supremacy.
SKIN DEEP

For this reason the newly heral-
ded “national unity” is only skin
deep. The conflict among the rul-
ers of America for the dominant
positions continues unabated. On-

Lenin On

Imperialism

There can be no other conceiv-
able basis, under capitalism, for
the partitioning of spheres of in-
fluence, of intsrast, =f colonies,
etc., than a calculation of the
strength of ths participants, their
generdl economic, financial, milit-
ary strength, eic. And strength
ameng them is constantly vary-
ing, for thers cannot be under cap-
italism, an equal development of
different  undertakings, trusts,
branches of indusiry or coun-
ries... Whan the alignment of for-
es are modified, where, under
capitalism, con the solution of
contradictions be found if not in
the resort to force? ,

— Lenin, "Imperialism, the Last

Stage of Capitalism” (1916).
L ]
ly- its forms have changed. The
struggle has been pushed under-
ground. It will break out in new
and unsxpected ways: in disputes
within the administration, in hid-
den battles over financial and ec-
cnomic policy, etc.

In some cases it is already tak-
ing shaope in the guise of criticisms
of the inefficiency and laxness of
the administration’'s war eftort,
{(which should not be confused
with working class criticism), and
attempts to make use for their own
ends of the resentment of the mas-
ses ogainst the rising prices,
prioritiss  unemployment, taxes,

a o

Who are the rulers of America,
the titans who determine its im-
perialist policy?

AMERICA’'S SIXTY FAMILIES

Such material as “Rulers of Am-
erica” by Anna Rochester, “Am-
erica’'s Sixty Families” by Fer-
dinand Lundberg, Gustavus My-
ers’ "History of Great American
Fortunes”, “The- Modern Corpora-
tion ond Private Property” by
Berle and Means, the voluminous
material of the Temporary Nationi-
al Economic Committee, anc
many others, all serve to throw
light on this question. We will
refer here to Lundberg’s work, not
yet successfully challenged or re-
futed after 5 years.

“The United States is owned
and deminated today by a hier-
archy of its 60 richest families,
buttressed by no more than 90
fomilies of lesser wealth. Outside
this plutocratic circle there are
perhaps 350 other families, less
defined in development of wealth,
but accounting for most of the in-
ccmes of one hundred thousand
dollars or more that do not accrue
to the members of the inner
circle.” ‘

A single family like the Du-
Ponts has several hundred mem-
bers by intermarriage, about a
dozen of whom receive extraordin-
ary revenues from General Mot-
ors, the U. S. Rubber Company,
E. I. duPont de Nemours and Co.

INTERMARRIAGE

21 Rockefellers in 1934 had a
total taxable income of 359 mil-
lion dollars. 5 Harknesses got out
of the Standard Qil Co., 450 mil-
lions. 3 Mellons got the same o-
mount out of the Aluminum Co.,
]. P. Morgan and Co. yielded 728
millions to 34 members of the Mor-
gan inner circle. :

Most of these families have in-
ter-married, and control these un-
believable fortunes through fom-
ily alliances which in almost all
cases guide the banks ond the
banking partnerships, who in turn
contrcl the corporations.

Certain families operate to a

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 1)
victory. While it is true that ser-
ious headway has been made in
lifting the donger of immediaie
capture of Moscow and Lenin-
grad, and of the strategic Caucas-
ian oilfiel¢s to which Rostov was
the western key, tremendous ter-
ritory remains to be recaptured.
The whole of Ukraine, for in-
stance, is yet in Nazi hands.

Nevertheless, the wide-scale re-
treat of the German army raises
the question of what would hap-
pen if revolts behind the Nazi lin-
es, and Red Army gains at ths
front should permit an offensive
into Germany itself. Such o dev-
elopment would shake Stalinism
to the core. It would raise
whole question of capitalist croz-
erty relations in the heart of .Ec-
rope. Stalinism would back down
rather than face the joint impar-
ialist threat that would develor.

MEAGER “AID”

In the meantime, howsaver, th
British ond American imperi
are perfectly willing tc 1=t the Ss.
viet Union wear down Gsrmar
imperialism in Russia, while thsv
send their forces to Nerth Afrizo
Near East and Far Eastern poin:

tha

attacks on their colenial
and the growing dangsr
ial revolution. Thay are zlss wil
ling to let these sters ba their an
swer to Stalinism's clamoer for o
a western front, Hitler's
front.”

And they will continue to "aid"”
the S. U. — with the same wretch-
ed number of tanks, airplanes,
etc., that they have been sending
so far (despite the excggercted
pretences and unlimited promisss
of the Moscow conferencse, ths bil-
lion-dollar 'lease-lend” cradits,
etc). Of course, they will ex-
plain that transporiaticn  difficu!-
ties, their -own military neads,
etc., etc., slow up the pacs cof shic-
ment.

U. S. WANTS BASES
- American impericlism  would
like to see Stalin declars war on
Japan so that the U. S. could g-
through the Soviet Union and gst
bases there (Vladivesteck, etcl),

interasts,
1

~f AR~ AL

e A
seccac

both for action against Japan now,
and for a stronger position against
Russia in the fututre! Neither Sta-
linism nor the Japanese capital-
ists are yet ready for the step, for
opposite reasons. Where Japan
hopes to clean up in Southern
Asia and consolidate its hold be-
fore a Russo-Japanese war breaks,
Stalin wants to avoid war with
Japan ot present so he can follow
up the initial advantages against
Hitler's forces. ‘

The situation throws both Japan
and the Soviet Union into contra.
dicticn with their promises to their
"allies.”"” Japan, a co-signer of the
recently renewed and broadened
"anti-comintern pact”’, in her own

interests refuses to attack the
TTSSR  when Hitler would most
wish it. And Stalinism, friend of

tha Anglo-American bloc, refuses
tn aghack Topan when the U. S.
could test use it

STALINISM AINS CAPITALISTS

Hewever, ovar and above the
role that the USSR and Stalinism
piay in relation to the struggles a-

could be today a decisive factor
cn a world scale to arouse the op-
pressed masses against the Nazi
invasion of the Workers State, a-

PEARL HARBO

(Continued from page 1)
‘ing would be an investigation by
the rank and file of the servi-
ces involved. Such an investiga-
ticn would go much further in es-
icblishing what was going on,
ond would be a step toward es-
tablishing a real workers demo-
cracy in the armed forces.

A REAL INVESTIGATION

But why limit the investigation
to Pearl Harbor? What we really
need is an investigation of the
secret diplomacy, the unpublish-
ed documents and deals that are
the background of the Pearl Har-
bor attack.

gainst the imperialist slaughter,
ond for extension of the October
Revolution throughout the world.
With S.U. under Stalinist contrcl,
however, the exploiters’ war is al-
lowed to spread over wider and
wider areas, and the unrest cf the

. masses is oriented into ncational-

chauvinist channels.

The support of the Roosevelt--
Churchill 8 points by Stalin helps
Wall Street and The City win the
support of the American and Brit-
ish masses. Simultaneously it
helps Hitler, Goebbels & Co. to re-
strain opposition of the German
masses by pointing to the 8 pointz
as a threat of a new and worse
Versailles Treaty. The revolu-
ticnary edge of the struggles of
the Balkon peoples, and even of
the SOVIET MASSES, is blunted
by shameful appeals to Slavic
nationalism. ,

A revolutionary workineclass
line demands mass fraternization,
based on an appeal for a real
Europe of peace, prosperitv and
fraternity of peoples, without Ger.
man, English, American or other
exploiters,— a SOCIALIST TTnited
States of Europe, part of a World
Union of Workers Republics.

NEED WORXRTNG CLASS
PROGRAM

Such a policy would immed-
iately make the Soviet Union a
revolutionary factor in world pol-
itics, not just -a tail to the imper-
ialists. But only Marxists, stand-
ing on a working class interna-
tionalist proaram can fight con-
sistently for this perspective. The
capitalists of the world "know
their man” in their dealings with
Stalinism; Wall Street can afford
to let Litvinoff return again to
Washington to be feted, dined
and wined. The Soviet masses
can lead the international prolet-
ariat in breaking thru the web of
imperialist politics only by a de-
cisive break with Stalinism._

—

Defend the Soviet Union by ex:
tending the Russiom Revolution.

FOR A NEW COMMIINIST PAR-
TY IN THE SOVIET UNION
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considerable extent without the
main  private banking partner-
ships. The Mellons work directly
through the big Pittsburgh com-
mercial banks which they control.
The DuPonts have a family hold-
ing company, the Christiana Cor-
poration, which according to John
]. Raskob, gives them the great-
est industrial participation of any
family in the country. The Rock-
efellers functioned through the
National City bank, later the
Equitable Trust, and in 1929 trans-
ferred to the Chase National, the
largest commercial bank in the
nation. Ford enters the money
market through National City and
Detroit banks.

BANKING PARTNERSHIPS

In the main, however, the dom-
inant families work through the
private banking  partnerships
such as: J. P. Morgan and Co.,
Kuhn Loeb and Co., Brown Broth-
ers Harriman aond Co., Lehman
Brothers, Dillon Reed and Co.,
. Bonbright and Co. (Morgan), Laz-
ard Freres, Hallgarten and Co.,
etc.

The Morgan firm and its affiliat-
ed commercial banks act for the

Vanderbilts, Goulds, Drexels,
Wideners, Berwinds, Phippses,
Hills, Dukes, Ryans, McCormicks,
DuPonts, Fields, etc. Principal

Morgan banks are the Guoranty
Trust Co. of N. Y., First National
Bank of N. Y., Bankers Trust Co.,
and the NY Trust Co. These four
Morgan banks together outweigh
both National City and Chase Na-
tional, in total assets, deposits and
resources.

WHAT THEY CONTROL

The Morgan power includes a-
bout 51 banks and 86 non-banking
corporations, with combined as-
sets of 43 billion dollars, plus an-
other 3 billion of foreign assets.
Perhaps another 34 billion is un-
der their influence, totalling in
1932, in the depression years ov-
er 72 billion dollars, or more than
one fourth the American corpor-
ate wealth.

About 36 nonbanking corpor-

ations with assets totalling about
26 billions have some direct con-

nection with the Rockefellers.

The Mellon group dominates a-
bout 35 banks and insurance com-
panies and about 40 non-banking
corporations, with total assets of
over 4 billion.

Part of the Rockefeller family
holds stock in the National City
Bank, altho the principal Rocke-
feller allegiance is with Chase
National. The Stillman's, Tayl-
ors, and Pynes are in National
City Bank. A. P. Gioninni, Calif-
ornia banker, is the leading stock-
holder.

The second largest stockholder
of National City is J. P. Morgan
and Co.

This bank has over 75 foreign
branches, no other
bank had even five. National
City consequently corralled im-
porting and exporting business
and became a powerful factor in
nctional policy.

All the financially dominant
families are held together in their
banking allegiance by a share in
some major type of enterprise or

.economic province. But their fin-

gers stray into many other profit-

able fields. Morgan dominates
steel, coal and railroads; the
Rockefellers control oil .through

Chase National; Lehman Brothers
are identified with huge retail
merchandising enterprises, and
are also the bankers for Allied
Chemical and Dye Corporation;
Mellon banks rest mainly on al-
uminum, with oil. steel, coal, and
railroads of subsidiarv interest.

PROFITS ARE KEYNOTE

These brief notes serve to suggest
some of major forces in American
economic life, forces that in the
last analysis determine the policy

The Fighting Worker

Central Organ of the
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS
LEAGUE, U. S.
(Afflliated to the Provisional
INTERNATIONAL CONTACT
..COMMISSION
For ‘'a New Communist (4th)
International)
Subscription $1.00 per year
Published weekly by
DEMOS PRESS
ffice
708 N. Clark St.
Chicago, Il

American.

WALLER

(Continued from page 1)

ize the forces who have expressed
willingness to aid Waller, an op-
portunity to widen the campaign.
With reaction growing on all sid-
es, increased efforts to defend the
Negro sharecropper against the
Southern Bourbon rulers, is an ef-
fective way of fighting for the de-
mocratic right of all workers, Ne-
gro and white. The fight for Wal-
ler's freedom is a blow against
reaction, one of whose strongest
bases is the South, from which
come the most violent race-hat-
ing, labor-baiting Governors, Con-
gressmen ond Senators.

Action is needed NOW to or-
ganize, unite and widen the sen-
timent in defense of Odell Waller.
In Chicago, the Waller Defense
Committee recently held an affair
to raise funds. Shortly after, on
Dec. 8, a meeting was held to
publicize the case. Many leaflets
and Waller defense bulletins, cal-
led "“For the Defense”, were issued
to the public, at performances of
the play "“Native Son”, and else-
where. A meeting is being plan-
ned for the near future, at which
it is hoped to have Attorney Stone
present the case.

and course of action of the gov-
ernment in office. These titans
that rule America are not con-
cerned with questions about “de-
mocracy’’, workers rights, self de-
termination, 14 points or 8 points.
Such formulas are only a cover
in the struggle of one group a-
gainst another for a bigger share
of the profits, for a deciding voice
in determining the policies whlch
affect profits.

The call for "national unity” is
a plea to the workers and farmers
to unite themselves with these in-
dustrial barons and financial ov-
erlords; that is, to subordinate
their own proletarian needs and
interests to the so-called “nation-
al” profitmaking interests of the
exploiters.

As in Japan and in Germany;
so also in America, finonce cap-
ital and imperialism dominate the
country.

(To be continued)



