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Lindbergh and Isolationists
Conceal Menace to Workers

How Not To Defend the U.S.S.R.

Question: Since the democra-
cies are aiding the Soviet Union
in its struggle with Fascism,
should we support the American
and British ccmament program?

Answer: A proper understan-
ing of this problem throws light on
our whole struggle against the im-
perialist war machine. The Sta-
linists are for giving such support
to the ""democracies.” But we op-
pose the "democracies” as well
as the fascism of Germany and
Italy.

WHICH ROAD?

Which is more to the interest of
the working class: support of the
Soviet*Union by support of the
American and British imperialists
or an unrelenting working class
struggle against British and Am-
erican imperialism?

In order to answer, we have
only to understand that there is
NO FUNDAMENTAL CLASS DIF-
FERENCE between capitalist de-
mocracy and capitalist fascism.
- Both have need for an imperialist
war machine, for the crushing of
the workers' militancy, for the low-
ering of the workers' standard of
living. One resorts to direct and
immediate terrorism; the other
combines bribery and corruption
of the labor "leaders” (the Bill
Greens, the Phil Murrays, the
Lewises and the Tobins) with the
method of terrorism. Under fas-
cism the working class is crush-
ed; under capitalist democracy
. the bosses still have this task be-
fore them.

But both have the same object-
ive results for the working class:
to regiment the wage wonrker into
support of the imperialist war

which makes him a slave.

Both have the same irreconcil-
able opposition to the Soviet Un-
ion — to the land where the work-
ers once took the means of pro-
ducion away from the bosses and
ob-lished production for. profit.
Sevanteen years of Stalinist dom-
incon hove not sufficed to oblit-
erate that basic trait of Soviet e-
conomy.

“¥wA*T, WE ACCEPT AID?

But can't we make use of the
"democracies” in the struagle to
save the Soviets? Certainlv we
con, but cn what basis? Not on
the ossurotion that the “demo-
cracies’ constitute a united front
acainst foscism.  Put it this way
for simplicity:

(Continued on page 3)

There is a lot of free advice
nowadays from reactionaries of
the stripe of Hearst, McCormick,
and Lindbergh, ‘and liberals like
Wheeler, about how to fight the
WOTI-mOongers. '

In redlity, these would-be cham-
pi~rs of the people against war
are pulling just as clever a swin-
dle on the American people as
the Roosevelt- Willkie doublecross
was. They are only against par-
ticipating at the moment in th»
present war as an "ally’ of Brit-
ain. They are all for national de-
fense and national unity, for
maintaining and perpetuating the
sstem of exolnitation.

Tomorrow we will see them
turning up as crusaders for a war
thot will suit their own special
capitolist interests: in fact, 9°.9
percent of them will become rab-
id flag-wavers as soon as the U.S.

(Continued on page 4)

Door on

We have noted before the pro-
gress the SWOC is making in thes
way of closed shop contrccts with
the steel industry. This develop-
ment is paralleled in the auto in-
dustry by the recent Ford agree-

,ment, and is being rapidly ex-

tended in other industries.

It is worth while to examine the
conversion of the Weirs and other
steel men to the closed shop. The
recognition of the SWOC as ex-
clusive bargaining agency for a
plant guarantees negotiations
with Phil Murray and his boys.
And the current drive for the
check-off as an attendant of the

| Closed Shop Closes

- check-off agreement

Militants

closzd shop reveals the becmty“ of
the system — for the bosses. The
which the
worker signs as an instruction to
the company authorizes deduc-
tion of dues and initiation fee from
his wages — to be sent to PITTS-
BURGH.
NO LOCAL AUTONOMY -

This means that the union local
is deprived of all aqutonomy. I
all local income is dependent on
the will of the SWOC office in
Pittsburgh, then Murray has ab-
solute control of all local policy.
No local can declare a strike with-

(Continued on page 3)
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FIGHTING WORKER

Taxes, Taxes, Taxes...

Food is taxed — by state sales
taxes and new federal taxes.

Movies are taxed.

Ciaarettes are taxed.

Clothing is toxed.

A bill was introduced into Con-
gress to tax earnings five percent
weekly. The object is to raise
this *¢x graduall: — as in Eng-
land where the income tax, now
amounting to 20 percent of week-
ly earnings, begon at five per-
cent.

Income taxes are now paid by
worrers earning as low as $15
weekly (3800 yearly).

SACRIFICE

To finance the War Program,
the Roosevelt administration is
res~rting to enormous taxation of
the entire mass of the population.

The Administration has figured
out that total exp=nditures of the
mc-ses on the necessities of life
must be cut at least 15 billion dol-
lars yearly — this is called sac-
rifice — so that this 15 billions
can be used for munitions and
other war materials.

We com therefore look forward
to inevitable struggle of the tax-
burdened masses against govern-
ment taxation.

BREVOLTS AGAINST TAXATION

NMass struggles are directly oc-
casioned by the breakdown of the
ecoromic system, by the in-~reas-
ed exploitation and oppression of
the masses. Taxation as a com-
mon burden un;.?oeed on wovkers,
farmers, tiddle classes, is a cen-
trclizing, immediate grievance.
The simple struggle against tax-
aticn sets off the whole smoulder-
ing inferno and becomes a lever
to social revolt.

The American revolution of
1776 began under the slogan of a
siruggle against taxation.  Re-
member: “Down with the stamp
tax!”

“"Down with the tea tax!” “No
taxation without representation!”

The Russian Revolution of 1917
arose from starvation of the mass-
es. Vastly increased taxation im-
posed by the Czar in the name
of national defense, helped bring

the struggle to a head.

Struggles against taxation col-
ored early revolts: the wuprising
in Naples, Italy, in 1767, was the
consequence of a tax imposed on
figs, then a chief item. In Milem
the revolt was against the huge
staomp tax. In Holland a revolt
broke out against the tax impost
on fish.

REVOLT IN ENGLAND

In England, every Revolution
has featured the, struggle against
taxation: Wat Tyler's movement
began as a struggle against the
poll tax. The revolt of Jack Cade
began as a protest against exces-
sive taxes on food. The revolu-
tion of 1649 was brought on by
the struggle against the tax col-
lectors.

Likewise in France in 1789.

But the ruling classes of all
countries continue to tax the pop-
ulaticn to pay for the war.

The rulers of America are no
exception. They are following in
the footsteps of Charles I of Eng-
land, of Louis XVI of France, of
Czar Nicholas Romanov of Rus-
sia, of oll the doomed exploiting
classes the world has ever seen.

Taxes, taxes, taxes,— today.

Revolution, revolution, revolu-
tion — tomorrow.
History repeats itself. Let the

workers learn from history.

N.Y.A. UNION

The orgonization of the young
workers of New York into the No-
tional Youth Administration Work-
er's Union shows the effect of the
boss’ preparations for entry into
the imperialist war.

The youth demand a minimum
of $12 a week, the expansion of
the N.Y.A. program, the establish-
ment of an N.Y.A. council to be
elected from the shops to discuss
their problems with the admin-
istrators,— and as a basis for
these demands they PLEDGE
FULL SUPPORT TO THE "NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE PROGRAM.”

The N.Y.A. youth do not see

_into us.

~

On Army Morale

(We publish below excerpts

from a letter just received.—Ed.)
Camp Grant, Il
Aug. 27, 1941.

Dear comrade Editor:

A few weeks ago I came from
a job as "production soldier in
America's first line of defense” in-
to training as a destruction sol-
dier in the first line of offense. The
more [ see of our post, the more
I feel that what we need is a
strong union of rank and file sol-
diers...

Here there is'no pretense of pre-
paring for peace. Everything
makes it plain that we are pre-
paring for war. One of the worst
things is the inefficiency of our
big shots. We have to make up
our own full field packs, but a
private is always detailed to
make up the officer's pack. And
its not only for his convenience.
They dont know how! But they
do know how to inspect our
packs ond give us a week's KP
for having a tent peg missing...

MORALE

We are having morale instilled
Now this morale is a
curious thing. One would expect
to be told about democracy, etc.
But the first thing the recruit learns
is that democracy means mob-
rule. What we really want is mil-
itary discipline. The soldier must
be made an absolutely brainless
machine: OBEY. The meoral com-
es in in making us like it. In no
other way can the worker in uni-
form be trained to shnot and to
bavonet his class-brothers on «a
vicket line.

that this program was created as
part of the war drive and as a
step to the army.

Capitalism in decay cannot
supply peace and plenty for
youth in development.

For a new YOUTH ORGAN-
IZATION to lead vyouth in its
struggles!

For a workers council govern-
ment that can supply youth with
a life of peace, plenty, and oppor-
tunity!
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CLOSED SHOP

(Continued from page 1)
out Murray’'s OK. The outlaw
strike will simply be starved to
death. .

Moreover the closed shop plus
check-off guarantees the company
against having to bargain with
rank-and-file revolt. The absolute
dictatorship of Murray, Bittner

and their allies will be consolidat- »

ed. Murray has made clear his
support of the Roosevelt war
machine. When the steel work-
ers eventually realize clearly that
Murray’s role is to make them loy-
al cannonfodder for imperialist
war, they will revolt. And then
the closed shop and the check-off
will serve the interests of the bos-
ses by leaving the militant work-
ers to the mercy of unemploy-
ment.

BANK AND FILE CONTROL

The workers in the SWOC must
understand  this clearly. They
‘must fight tooth and nail for local
cutonomy and for thei~ ~wm elec-
ted leadership. The SWOC lzad-
ership was imposed from on top.
Theoretically the Orgamizing
Committee gives way to a regul-
ar Union next year. It is agcinst
this threat that Murray is prepar-
ing. B

Every worker must fight against
the check-off. We are for a clos-
-ed shop, certainly — but o closed
shop under rank-and-file control.
We waont dues collected by our
stewards, elected from our rank-
and-file.  Only a progressive
group organized for action can
‘gain our demands.

JUST OFF THE PRESS

The Noazi Invasion of the Soviet
‘Union

5§ CENTS EACH

_ £OVIET UNION

(Continued from page 1)

Two rival corporations are cut-
ting each others’' throats in ruth-
less competition for a limited mar-
ket. Suddenly the workers in one
corporation go on strike. For a
time it serves the interests of the
other corporation to aid that strike.
But for how long? And at what
price? The workers take the aid
of the Tival corporation, but they
do not support that corporation. If
the bosses of the plant on strike
knuckle under to their competit-
ors then a joint front against the
workers of both plants is estab-
lished. And the strategy of the
strike is essentially the corract

.strategy for defense of the Soviets.

The main task is to get the sup-
port of the WORKERS in tha rivel
plant. If support by the rival bos-
ses becomes the kov
then the bosses gain control of the
union.
PR

Even The Children
Shall Sacrifice

Chicago, Sept. 2 — A big sur-
prise awaited some 438,610 school
children when 454 high and elem-
entary schools opened this fall.
The old 10-cent plate, for many
their only substantial daily meal,
has vanished from the lunchroom
counter.
price.

Frank O. Washam, director of
lunchrooms, tells us that this in-
crease is due to the higher cost
of foods that the school board will
have to pay this September.

Stfglq»—vv r

The children will be forced to
pay more for food inferior in qual-
ity — some of the better foods
will be entirely eliminated from
the school menu. They will be
forced, instead of having o half
decent meal, to bring along dry
sandwiches. .

Yes, in Hitler's Germany, too,
the ""National Defense” Program
sacrifices the health and well-be-
ing of future generations.

Milk, too, has risen in -

«DEFENCE» DAY )

The following is part of a lecd-
let issued by the Chicago City
Committee of the R.W.L.

In the heart of the midwest,
Chicago, Mayor Kelly has set
September 10th; as “'Chicago De-
fense Day”. Factory whistles are
to blow, "Paul Revere” squads
will distribute leaflets, women's
“telephone corps” ond caravans
are to march to the Coliseum,
where a mass meeting is to be
held, men in Uncle Sam costumes
are to read o proclamation
throughcut the city, and the army,
navy and air corps will have a
little parade.

Maycer Kelly is laying it on
thick for the "defense of demo-
cracy”. (Mayor Kelly is the same
demoncratic gentleman whose pol-
ice KILLED 11 steel workers in the
infamous Memorial Nay Mas-
sacre in 1937, by shooting them
in the back.

Mayor Kelly is the same demo-
cratic Moyer who permits the
most outrageous robbing of Neg-
roes on the South Side in the big-
cast rent swindle of our times; the
scme Mayor who permits the
Rockefellers (who control the Un-
iversity of Chicago) and others to
keep Negroes enclosed in « filthy,
vile, unsanitary ghetto; the same
Mayor who refuses to enforce the
Chicago scmitation laws when
they offect Negro workers for
peor whites).

W~rkers of Chicago: When
"Paul Revere” raps at your door,
telling you the Nazis are coming,
tall him you have your own Nazis
right here: your bnsses and their
politicians, the Kelly-Nash mach-
ine and its gangster alliance.

Fight the wave of brass bands
organized to drown out the moans
of tomorrow’s cannon fodder.

Rip the rask off this Chicago
aargoyle. Exvose Kelly and his
tieeup with Roosevelt, agents of
Wall Street imperialism.

CHICAGO MEETINGS

League Speckers everv Saturday
nicht at 8 P. M.
Plehian Forum:
34 South Peoria
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ISOLATIONISTS

(& caued from page 1)

enters the present war. They say
so themselves.

CAUSE OF WAR

Ask thess "amti-war” patriots
what is the cause of war? Are
they willing to fight capitalist war
at ite s~urce? That is the crux of
the problem. War is the result of
imperi~list ond commercial rival-
ry for markets, profits, spheres of
investment. The leading imperial-
ist powers are attempting to re-
divide the world to suit their own
intereats. The U. S. is just as
guilt of this as is Germany.

Urfortunately, capitalist  educ-
ation and propaganda have led
many sincere workers to believe
that war is something separate
from capitalism, caused by "evil”
But the truth is that as long
as we have wage exploitation
and vroduction for profits we will
be cursed with, unemployment
depressions, misery and war for
the masses.

To fight war, to keep out of the
imperialist slaughter, we must do
away with the cause of war —
capitalism.

One ccmnot fight fascism and
also defend capitelism which giv-
_es bivth to fascism.

Ore connot fight war and also
defend the system of exploitation.

Cre connot keep America out
of war by defending canitalist
propearty relations in America.

ISOLATIONISM A SNARE

The pacifist and isolafionist
road is a snare for the working
class. The workers' fight against
war is first and foremost a fight
agoinst  capitalism, for higher
waes, better working conditions,
more workers' rights. Not nation-
al unity with the boss class, but
working class unity against the
bosses. To really fight fascism

- United States there is a small but _

"portant, is a side issue.
‘peace, even if accomplished in
no way insures or points to a ne-

 Who Is For
Negotiated Peace ?

In his Labor Day speech, Roo-
sevelt once again rejected any
idea of a negotiated peace.

The Axis powers have tried on
more than one occasion to obtain
a negotiated peace that would
leave intact all they have won, es-
pecially domination over Europe,
even though the smaller countries

might be given "independence’.

This. would give Germany a
breathing spell for her next milit-
ary odventure toward Asia. Her
most spectacular “peace offer”
through Hess, against the Soviet
Union, which would leave the
crumbling British Empire a sem-
blance of its former self. was re-
jected, primarily due to the pres-
sure of American imoerialism.
NEW TRY

Now another propaganda cam-
paign is under way for a negotiat-
ed peace between the Axis and
the U.S.-British forces before win-
ter, especially due to the ditficul-
ties Hitler has encountered in the
invasion of the Soviet Union and
the prospects of a long winter
campaign. The question of a Fin-
land-Soviet Peace, although im-
Such a

gotiated peace before winter a-
mong the imperialists.

In England there is quite a
large crowd of reactionaries, of
whom Lord Hdalifax is one, who
would agree to a negotiated
peace. They fear American im-

‘perialism as well as the social-re-

volution and want to save some-
thing out of the Empire. In the

-‘growing force for a negotiated

peace. Lindbergh, Wheeler and

- others of the America First Com-

and war abroad we must first -

tight our own boss class and its
agents ot home.

For Democratic Rights — For the
Right to Organize, Strike
and Picket

mittee are among its proponents.
The reactionaries who have not
lined up with Roosevelt are for
it. It goes without saying that all
under cover fascist agents pull in
this direction.

SOCIALIST EXCUSES -

For different reasons, many

"left'" socialists and liberals (and
the Stalinites too before the Nazi
invasion changed their line), ad-
vocate a negotiated peace. Nor-
maon Thomas and the British In-
dependent Labor Party even have
"socialist” reasons for their posi-
tion.

To think that anything can be
settled by a negotiated peace be-
tween the Anglo-American and
the Axis imperialists is naive inno-
cence. To support "national de-
fense’’ against "invasion” as the
socialists and liberals do, and at
the same time talk against parti-

ipation in the war and for
"peace’ through socialism (how?),
is shear stuniditv if not wnrse.
CEPITALIST “PEACE” AGAINST

WORKERS

TInde* neesant consitimn=, Wall
Street ond Roosevelt will fight bit-
terly against any attempt at ne-
gotiated peace. Thev want the
war to continue, they want to see
Hitler ~defeated, and England,
Russia and Japaon exhausted. so
that the US can step in and take
over.

But if social revolution breaks
cut in Europe this winter a ne-
antiated veace will become far
more likely. All the imperialist
robbers fear the workers revolt
for more than they fear each
other.

The working class of Europe
and America want peace from the
imperialist slaughter. But “peace”

" negotiated by the exploiters is not

peace — it is a breathing spell
to a greater blood-bath of the pop-

ulation.
Peace can be won, but not so

long as we have imperialist rule.

A real lasting peace can be had

only by turning the imperialist

war into a civil war, by the social
revolution to eliminate the cause
of war — capitalism, and its ex-
ploitation of man by mamn.

For the Unification of all Trade
Unions on a Class Struggle Policy
with Industrial Structure



