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‘Lend-l,ease’ Bill Pushes U.S. Further
Irto Immerialist Blood Bath

All the political tricks and meth-
ods of propaganda, all the
strength and influence of the Roo-
sevelt regime are being used to
“convince” the American people
to support the *“lend-lease” bili
(H.R. 1776) for greater aid to
Britain.

The administration openly ad-
mits that this is “passive belliger-
ency’; it is “passive” only in the
sense that no troops are beine seni
ye*; but from the amount of
tual military steps and military
aid that has already been taken
and will be increased a hundred-
fold by the *“lend-lease’ bill
military activity which is

ac-

far

greater than any which America
took even 8 months after the de-
claration of war in 1917 — it is
really ACTIVE belligerency.

For
ready
ligerent :
makine
Britain”

American Imperialism is ai-
in the war as an active bei-

this new proposal for
the U. S. the “arsenal of
is designed to intensify
and: increase America’s narticina-
tion and activity in the war bui
in such a way that the
can still hypocritically
ll,.!\,.(,v"'

America IS in the war with
ervthing but a formal declaration,
and the use of its own troops. And
the “lend-lease’” bill which now

4
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TQ CONTINU

Behind the news from Europe is
the news of American imperialisi
POLITICAL maneuvers (not yei
military, but already advanced be-
yvond the economie stage) for the
continuance, intensification, and
deepening of the bloodbath in Fu-
rope, and.an attempt to avoid di-
rect military intervention long
as possible.

as

The pacifists and social-patriots

may babble endlessly about “Am-
erica’s mission of peace”, “Un-
cle Sam’s struggle against the

"

‘Dictators’ ', but the unvarnished

fact is that, more than any other
factor in all the world, it is AM-
ERICA’S needs to dominate com-
pletely the world market, AM-
ERICA’S imperialist aims to re-or-
ganize the world, AMERICA’S
desire for profit and booty, that

shape the course of the war, that
force its continuation, that create
famine. epidemic, misery and
death in Europe.

A MORE SUBTLE POLICY

America’s participation in the
war is more subtle than that of the
other five imperialist powers, but
it is more deadly — and what is
more important — MORE COM-
PREHENSIVE.

increases America’s participation,
will tomorrow FORCE the formal
declaration of war, and the use of
American troops. This will occur
because the Axis powers will in-
evitably find it necessary now
that the die is cast for America’s
to take military
the U.S. military
havine hamboozled a
of the American
support of “lend
the Administra
tion hopes to have an time
to show the necessity of
and a formal war declaration
when that time of Axis military
opnosition increases. War is inevit
able even though a formal war de-

steps a

activity.
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The fall of Bardia and Tobruk,
and the Greek successes in Alba-
ria are important but are not the
events of the las:

The important

outstanding
month in the war.

news is the SECRET diplomacy of
tha  United States behind the
scene:

1—The attemnt through a

promised 100 million dollar loan
and food to keep Spain out of the
war and to make it break with the
AXis;

2-—The
"l'()?l?;~l‘~ }l:](l (")'1('("\'”)!].\' (':.
Sam to Mussolini,
a separate peace with

3-—The continuing attempts’ of
Washington to break Russia away
from the Axis through increased
trade, etc., and thereby to create
a new battlefront in East Europe;

4—The increasing aid, amount-
ing to dozens of millions of dol-
lars, to Chiang-Kai-Shek so that
the Chinese Nationalists will con-
tinue to harass America’s great ri-
val for imperialist gains in Asia,
Japan, and aid other Asiatic coun-
tries threatened by Japan;

The various behind the scene
maneuvers to keep Russia’s large
Siberian army posted on the Man-
chukuoan frontier so that Japan

pressure and the various
Unecle
in order to force
Britain;

IS MAIN POWER FIGHTING
E THE WAR

shall not be free to divert any

large part of her troops for the n

m  of the Southern Asiatic

nd Dutch Indies, Singapore,
o1

AGAINST FRENCH ARMISTICE

6-—Maneuvers with the Petain
regime in Vichy in order to smash
f irmistice of last July and to
spread the war into the French
i in South Africa:

Pressure by Uncle Sam in
the Ba'kans to check further Axis
renetration.

f—~The continued pressure in
Foth Americas to drive out a!l

capital and to take it over
for Wall Street.

Behind every nook and
of world diplomacy stands an Am-
trving to push

ronean

cranny

erican diplomat

America’s WAR AIMS: to tie
what is left of the Empire to the
Dollar. to smash the rising Ger-

man Empire as well as to check
the imminent series of revolutions.

U. S. EVERYWHERE

Behind every nook and cranny of
the world stands an American
hanker and industrialist waxing
fat on the ruination of hundreds

(Continued on page 2)

|

claration may not result from the
“lend-lease™ bill; for the present,
American Imperialism would like
to postpone it as long as possible.

in effect, is playine the
that DBritain used to
Britain was willing
to ficht “for democracy” to the
last Frenchman, today Ameri-
can Imperialism is ready fiorht
for the same kind fake demo-
cracy to the last Britain. Just
Britain used France as her impeor
ialist bufler to control Europe, so
today Wall wants use lLon-
don as her buffer against German
Imberialism and the Axis.

America,
same role
play: Just as
S0
to
of
as

to

sult * namely,
subordinated
Sam,
man-power and the
the Empire, augmens
“aid” of America, is
‘cat the Axis 50 the
Imperialists

And for the same r
that Britain shall be
world-powerful U
British
resources of
ted by the
hl to def

American

to a wele

once

hope.
TWO-EDGED SWORD
America

In this way n Imperial-

i*m hopes to be able to postpone
its formal and complete entry in-
to the «laughter as long as possible
ir order that Britain and Germany
C exhaust themselves; thus “aid
te Britain” 15 a two-edged sword
which enables Britain to bear the
brunt of the drive to defeat Ger-
many, but also wears out the for-
ces of the British Empire. This
will “simplify” Ameriea’s iob of

cooping in the spoils of victory -~

[F the workers don't settle it de-
cicively.

But Britain still has some say in
these matters; she wants to .in-
vo've America as rapidly as pos-
sible, and also to get all the aid
as cheaply as shecan. Becanse'of
the parallel need to defeat Go-.
many, Britain is ahle to demand,
and receive “loans”. Moreenthan
and the financial "experts” whit-
tle down Britain's assets to de-

ceive the
and that we have to

people that John Bull is

broke, “give”

to her. This is a concession which
Unele Sam will make to .John
Bull: but tomorrow the day of re-

ckoninr will come, and the Uncle
Shylock will strip Britain of all
her collateral in the U.S., of her
investments in South America, of

(continued rage 2)
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Poll Tax
.~ New

ure for repeal of the poll

tax ifi'the south, which deprives
millions of their votes, is being in-
creased, especially by the forces
of “liberalism” and ‘“New Deal-
ism” jn the South.

What is the meaning of this
New Deal campaign?

For at least eight long years the
rotten southern system which de-
prives almost all the Negroes and
most of the whites of their vote,
has been tolerated by the New
Deal. The remaining Scottsboro
boys still sit in Alabama jails with-
out presidential pardon, despite
their crystal-clear frame-up. Neg-
roes in the army are still segreg-
ated in Jim-Crow units, and Neg-
roes in the navy are dishonorably
discharged for protesting against
being merely servants and ianit-
ors for the Admirals. Over half
of the Negro population of the
large American cities are unem-
ployed. At least two million whites
are roaming the country without
home or income because of Mr.
Roosevelt’s farm nolicies,

A POLITICAL MOVE

The move to abolish the poll tax
i« therefore not a “socialist’” or a
humanitarian measure. It is pure

and simple polities,

Under the present system only
5.2¢% of the people of South Car-
olina vote. In  Mississippi  only
R, Georgia only 10%. Alabama
10.4% . And so on. In Chatham
County, Virginia, where Odell
Waller was framed up for murder
only 200 out of 27,000 Neoroes
voted in the last election, and only
6,000 whites out of 36,000,

The poll tax, where every citi-
zen must pay sums up to $5.00 in
order to vote (sometimes much
more, where the tax is cumulat
ive) is a very effective measure by
which small cliques can dominate
the Democratic party primaries
and keep themselves in power.
The New Deal with all its strength
and jobs has been unable to com-
pletely win the battle against the
“old deal” section of its own party
in the South precisely because of
this factor. It has been unable to
purge the party of these elements

and the
Deal

This correct struggle against an
immediate demand, a struggle a-
gainst the poll tax for many years,
has been snatched from the work-
ing class and revolutionary ele-
ments by the bourgeois reformists.

GIVES F.D.R. NEW WEAPON

Repeal of the poll tax, would
give the New Deal its opportunity.
It would give many thousands the
right to vote, especially in the low-

er classes. Roosevelt hopes on the
basis of this new enfranchisement
to gain enough Southern votes to
throw the - Garner - Dies- Glass
Clark forces out of the Party and

of power.

THAT and that only is the signi-
ficance of the New Deal moves to
repeal the poll tax.

-

Those people who think this
step will really bring the vote to
most Negroes and poor whites,
however, are in for a sharp disap-
pointment.  The elimination of
the tax in Florida and North Car-
olina did not greatly increase the
number of voters. Only 23.3 voted
in N. Carolina and only 25.7% in
Florida. In Kentucky, on the oth-
er hand, 35.3% voted.

The capitalist class does not de-
pend on the poll tax alone to dis-
franchise voters. It is only one of
the many legal forms of diserim-
ination. It has its extra-legal
methods of intimidation. In Flor
ida. for instance, the Ku Klux
Klan is permitted to ride the
«treets daring any Negro to vote.
Ffligies of hanging Negroes were
pinned to ballot boxes wearing
the sign “this nigger voted”. In
addition the landowners find a
thousand different ways to intim-
idate their croppers and tenants.

The repeal of the poll tax may
open the way to vote by a small
number of New Deal sympathiz-
ers, but the right to vote by the
oppressed Negroes and poor \\"hit-
es of the South will be gained
GENERALLY only as a by-pro-
duct of the militancy of the labor
movement in the South, the
erowth of trade unions which
bury the color issue, and the strik-

“'h""h obstruct the New Deal o and demonstrations against the
sORd. present war plans,
L

Conscription of British
Labor Tcday - Planed
Fer U.S. Tomorrow

Conscription of labor in England
is now a fact.
social traitor)
troduced the details in parliament
recently. In
land no one can quit his job when
he wants to. He must take work
anywhere, anytime, AT ANY
FPAY.

England (and the U.S. at a slow-
er tempo) “fights"”
¢ nting its methods.

“Socialist” (read:

minister Bevin in-

“democratic” Eng

. o ol

fascism by a-

Steel — strike-break-
ing Tom Girdler's company-—had
the best last
vear. It made over 20 million dol-
lars profit, TWICE AS MUCH AS
THE BEST YEAR THEY EVER
HAD BEFORE THAT. The gains
were made on the basis primarily
of war orders.

Republic

vear in its history

These facts prove two things:
1—Profits are made directly in

proportion as wages are kept
down; ' '
2-—~The Washington govern-

ment s very partial to , strike-
breakers and subsidizes them lib-
eraliy, Note. Girdler, Ford, Weir
and many others.

‘Lend-Lease’

Bill

Pushes U.S. Into

Blood

( Continued from page 1)

sections of her colonies and spher-
es of influence.

The Axis, of course, is trying to
disrupt Roosevelt’s plans as much
as possible; but there is little at
the moment that Hitler can do, be-
cause he has his hands full with
the war against Britain, the de-
feats in Greece and Africa, unrest
and strife throughout Europe, com
plete chaos in Rumania, etc., but
the Axis is trying to push Japan
to further moves in Asia in order
to divert Uncle Sam’s attention;
the Nipponese however, show
their understanding of America’s
crim determination to fight for
world control by stepping warily,
and be very cautious with Uncle
Sam. Hitler, therefore, has an-
other problem on his hands. and.
since he cannot now commence
hostilities with the U.S., he is for-
ced to face a Britain that will be
eauipped by America.

WILLKIE REPRESENTS
MORGAN

The ‘“lend-lease” bill sharpens
the struggle between the opposing
hloes of American Imperialists. On
the other hand, it brings closer the
targe imperialist bloes, as is illust-
rated by Mr. Willkie (remember
him?) who goes down the line
with Roosevelt. The FIGHTING
WORKER pointed out during the
election campaion that there was
no essential difference in the for-
eign policy of the two candidates;

Bath

proof to our statement. He goes
to Britain as a personal represen-
tative of J.P. Morgan in order to
safeguard the political and finan-
cial interests of Wall St. — and
that “enemy” of the financial tor-
ies, Mr. Roosevelt, gives him his
blessing.

On the other hand, the isolation-
ist section of the capitalist class
is increasing its struggle. This is
indicated by the fury with which
they attack Willkie (as if they
didn’'t know he was Morgan’s
man) by the further speech of
L.indbergh, etec. These forces,
who are content to keep American
Imperialism confined to exploita-~
tion of the Western Hemisphere,
and do business with Germany,
are in a minority, and will lose the
foreign policy fight. For the de-
cisive section of the immnerialists
are determined on world contrnl,
and they are willino to spend hil-
lions of dollars end millions of liv-
es to try to eet it.

That is why the workine c¢l-ss
can have nothing in common with
the war aims of the bosses: be-
cause the war aims do NOT mean
“democracy” either at home or
asbroad. but means the crushing of
the democratic rights of the Am-
erican people, and the further en-
slavement and exploitation of mi'-
lions of colonial toilers that is
why the main enemy is at home,
our own boss class. That is why
we must ceaselessly work for the
end of the imperialist war by re-
volutionary working class means.

January 24, 1941.

now Mr. Willkie gives further

U.S. FIGHTING

TO CONTINUE THEZ WAR

(Continued from Page
of millions of people. America’s
favorable balance of trade last

vear rose by over 600 million dol-
lars. almost double the previous
vear: and American profits at
home rose by more than 50,

Behind and on top of all the bat-
tlefronts of Europe stand Ameri-
can tanks, planes, machine guns
and other implements of war. It
is only a question of time and ex-
pediency when American workers
will man these things.

American Imperialism is in all
spheres the MAIN driving force
for the present bloodbath. Not a
secondary power in the fourth re-
division of the Earth; but the
main. the outstanding, the most
subtle and most influential imper-
ialist power of all capita'ist his-
tory.

NO SUPPORT TO ISOLATION-
ISTS

In the light of all this it is hypo-
critical to speak of supporting
America's “aid to Britain”, or Am-
erica’s “peace’” armaments. It is
a policy just as fatal’'and harméful
to the working class as the sup-

port of the Hitler war aims by Sta-
linism or the support of the British
war aims by the British “social-
ists” (read: social-traitors).

The struggle for peace begins
here at home, IN OPPOSITION to
the glaring war policy of Ameri-
can Imperialism. IN OPPOSITION
to the blackouts on workers richts,
IN OPPOSITION to the growing
war dictatorship.

Peace is advanced every time an
American worker uses militant ac-
tion to fight the speed-up, low
wages and strike-breaking poli-
cies in war industries; every time
American worker — independent
of the fraudulent ‘“America First”
or “Keep America out of War”
committee (or even the Stalinist
Peace Mobilization Committee)
— every time American workers
demonstrate against these war
plans. Peace — real peace — rests
not on military venture by Am-
erican capitalism to defeat an im-
perialist opponent (both Britain
and Germany), but in every move-
ment that undermines the strength
of American Imperialism, that

paves the way for establishment
of a Workers Government in the
United States.
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Central Organ of the
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE, U. S.
> (Affiliated to the Provisional
For a New Communist (4th) International)

, ROLE OF LABOR FAKERS EXPRESS CLASS
Mr. Hillman of the defense board, representing FERMENTINBALKAN
&

“labor”, is there in order to STOP labor from exer-

Published twice a month by cising its own rights and needs against the war plans Civil .
The Fighting Worker Publishing Company of the bosses; Mr. Frey of the A. F. of L. who prom- _, CiVil War rages again in Ruma-
1904 Division St., Chicago, IIll. isses to stop strikes shows that he is a 100% "'#& a8 hwe , to press. }'Var bet-
Subsciptions: FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR patriot” who would rather agree with the Manu- Ween the “Iron Guards”, fascist
| facturers association than with workers who have °r&&nization, and. the govern-
ment. The bourgeois press reports

’ |l I . oI l |

to live by organization and strikes. . Ay
men killed, so many cities taken,
Not so long ago Roosevelt told the WPA work- etc. — without even giving an ink-
ers that “you can’t strike against the government’. ling of the BASIC factors behind
It will not be long, unless the labor lieutenants do a the bloodshed.

Democratic Rights

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has begun
a campaign of terrorism in Chicago and all other
cities. 4,000 people in Chicago alone are being
picked off the street, taken to FBI offices and ques-
tioned. In addition plain clothes men and FBI a-
gents are being sent to the offices of various organ-
izations and to those who work for the revelution-
ary and labor movement in an obvious effort of in-
timidation.

The purpose of the campaign is very easy to
understand. The government is preparing legisla-
tion of decrees to eliminate the 40 hour week and
the right to strike in the war industries. To facilit-
ate passage of these measures it attempts first of
all to scare off many sympathizers of the revolution-
ry movement and to keep the revolutionists so oc-
cupied that they will be unable (the FBI hones) to
give any leadership or guidance to the develoning
struggles of the working class against the reaction-
ary measures now being taken by the New Deal.

These tactics again reveals that the bourgeois
policé force does not hesitate to break even its own
laws when it serves their purpose. The whole effect
of the campaign is to keep meeting halls closed to
the revolutionists, to abridge their freedom of
speech, assembly, their right to publish their press
and their political views and other “fundamental”
rights that are supposedly guaranteed by the con-
stitution. They attempt to force the working class
movement underground not by direct, frontal at-
tacks but by subterfuge and intimidation.

Needless to say no sincere revolutionist will get
“cold feet” because of this campaign of fear; that
is just what the FBI is angling for at this stage. In-
stead of stopping our revolutionary activity it wili
merely increase it, bring out more sacrifice, more
loyvalty and devotion from the comrades. Instead of
driving people away from us it arouses their hostil-
ity, brings them closer. Instead of driving us fur-
ther away from the working class it can serve no
other purpose but to arouse new suspicions in the
mind of the average worker about the New Deal’s

“democracy”’.

Strikes and the
New Decal

Reports from Germany indicate that strikes
are brewing there, that workers are not interested
in war production, that factories mysteriously blow
up, ete. It is certain that Mssr. Roosevelt and Chur-
chill like this very much — so long as it happens
in Germany. But they don’t like and are trying to
stop, the British and American workers from exer-
cising their democratic rights to strike, to oppose
the profit-butchery, to fight in their own class in-
terests.

The wave of patriotism and war-hysteria which
is sweeping the country is sufficient to put a dam-
per on most of the strikes that have been brewing.
The boss press is yelling as loud as it can against
“strikes againt defense’” but it so happens that ac-
tual strikes are on the decrease, that of 27 threats
of strikes in war-production plants, only 7 were call-
ed, and these squelched very shortly. But the press-
ure of the class for strikes is still increasing.

Congress is considering legislation to outlaw
strikes: a draft officer has stated that those who
strike will lose draft deferment; the labor fakers

real job, that no strikes will be permitted; of course
such a military-dictatorship policy will be in the
interests of ‘“‘democracy” (just as it was in France
under Daladier when strikes were called treason,
when the 40 hour week was abolished, when labor
was squelched by the same ‘“‘democrats” who su:-
rendered to Hitler.)

The RIGHT TO STRIKE was won after years
of struggle AGAINST the bosses and their govern-
ment. Now this democratic right must be maintain-
ed and exercised. The profits of the big war-pro-
duction companies is enormous, and gettin even vas-
ter; prices are rising; wages are not. Labor has
to live. not die in the imperialist war; labor has to
ficht the war aims of American Imperialism. Labor
has to exercise its right to strike and win immediate
demands of an economic nature; labor has to unite
on a class struogle basis to throw off the labor lieut-
enants, to stop the witchhunt against unionism, to
ficht the MAIN ENFMY, the American boss class.

LE 1™ 1 {FAKNE CHT-
LUXEMEU™G

We pause during January to give tribute to
three of the most dilligent fichters for freedom the
workers of the world have yet produced. Their pol-
itical clarity, their unswerving personal courage,
their ceaseless activity for the cause of the working
class, strike terror into the hearts of the bosses of
the world even today, just as surely as these same
attributes inspire and enthuse the workers of the
world.

L.enin’s contribution to the emancipation of lab-
or still stands in the Soviet Union, despite Stalin’s
distortions. This work, the October Revolution of
which Lenin was the leading master, is the greatest
achievement in all history to date.

Liebknecht’s years of fighting, his courage in
alone voting against war credits in the German Par-
liament during the last war, will remain forever
to give hope and light the road for workers every-
where.

WE WILL FINISH WORK

Rosa Luxemburg, the organizing genius of the
Spartakusbund, who with Liebknecht led the strug-
gle against war in Germany during the last war,
is a beacon for the oppressed of the present
slaughter.

The working class will not very quickly forget
the gruesome slaughter of Liebknecht and Rosa by
the traitorous social democrats.

So long as Imperialism writes its profits with
the blood and sweat of the workingmen and women,
so long will the counterparts of Lenin, Liebknecht
and Luxemburg continue to rise and point the way
to freedom.

During the last war these three proletarian fight-
ers made giant strides — even though the world
revolution outside of Russia was setback — in un-
dermining world capitalism and liberating the pro-
letariat. During the present war the new forces
that are striving to build the Fourth Communist In-
ternational will finish this task.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

February, 1941
What Next in the European Im-
perialist Blood-Bath?

American Imperialism Preparecs
Entry Into the War

The war rages in Rumania bet-
ween two bourgeois cliques. The
working class attitude is “a plague
on both your houses’”. But at bot-
tom the battle is pushed hv the
starvation raging in little Ruma-
nia. by the misery caused to count-
less thousands who lost their hom-
es in the transfer of part of Tran-
sylvania to Hungary, by the hun-
rer raging amidst plenty as Nazi
Germany literally milks the coun-
try dry.

Various capitalist agents — of
Italy, Germany, Britain, the U.S.
— utilize the mass discontent for
their own imperialist purposes,
foment the struggles to gain their
own point, with pogroms acainst
the Jews. In addition Staliniem
moves in the background like a
specter playing boureeois politics
and a bourgeois military game,
The elements of the “June nuve~”
caused a deeper riff in the exploit-
ers camp.

REFLECTS CLASS STRUGGLE

Who is involved in the battles;
what are the issues; who are the
murderers and who the murdered
— that we do not know yet. But
what we can be most positive a-
bout is that the situation in Ruma-
nia is reaching the boiline point.
THAT THIS BATTLE RFT-
WEEN TWO SIDES OF THE
POURGEOIS CAMP 1S ONLY
THE INTRODUCTION. THE
PRELUDE TO BATTLES BFET-
WEEN THE TWO DECISIVE
CT ASSFS THEMSELVES.

What is happening in Rumania
will happen elsewhere in Europe
very soon. It has alreadv hannen-
en in a number of African colonies
— where M. De Gaulle was ahle
to canalyze mass discontent of the
natives into a channel favorahle
to the British. ITn Rumania the
crigie is much sharner. Next time,
in the next countrv, the erisis will
be still more acute.

The revolution in Furone and
here) can be temporarily sauelled,
temnorarily inverted: it CANNOT
be checked. The civil war in Ru-
mania is another living proof.

T NOTE:— Representatives of
the Federal Bureau of Investig-
ation have visited the printer
who has done linotype work for
us for three years. This small
printer, having no connection
with our League or any other
radical organization, has asked
us to change a few expressions
which under the circumstances
he considers offensive to the
authorities. We were forced to
acquiesce to this, although our
paper is still legal and it is car-
ried in the mails.




5

L TIA
~‘ s" . '

Rncbrqond Vl"énp s
Jantfary ‘25! 19471

The petition for a Writ of Error
in the case of Odell Waller, con-
demned. Pittsylvania County, Vir:
ginin, Negro wharv(mmwr L was
filed today with the Court of Ap-ﬂ
peals at Richmond. ’

The ;wutmu cited ten points of
e\wptmn made by defense coun-
sel dunng the trial of Waller last
September 26th and 27th on a first
degree murder indictment handed
down by a Pittaylvania County
grand jury September 6, 1940,

Waller's trial in September, be-
fore Judge Turner Clement, at
Chatham, Virginia, resulted in a
“guilty” verdict and a sentence of
death in the electrie chair on De-

FIGHTING WORKER

~cember 27, 1940 The tnal jury

"’“aq composed. of ten white . far-

mers who, themselves, had share-

croppers on their land or. ‘employ-.

ed farm labor, and two white busi-
nessmen. The entire trial jury
panel was drawn. from, the list. of
qualified
ginia law, voting guaht]catmn in-
cludes thv payment of the poll tax.

It is alleged in the petition for

awrit of error that this procedure

automatically denies a defendent
the right of trial by a jury of his
peers and thus is in conflict with
Article 14 of the Federal Constitu.
tion. Defense counsel points out
that the tenant farmer, .share-
cropper and laborer in the South
cannot earn enough to pay the
poll tax and hence does not vote
nor serve on either petit or grand

voters and under Vir.’

juries,
points out that while, in the Tast

. election, the national® avex‘ége of

the popufatlon which voted’ was
about 45% only 12% of t'he pop-
ulation -of Vlrgmla was pérmitted

tc vote gn aceount of the inability

of the lower income groups to pay
the poll tax.

Governor Price of anm
previously granted a stay of exec-
ution to Waller from the origimgl
date to. March 14tk Qﬂﬂm year'in
order that an appeal from the
conviction could be made.

Senior Defense Counsel for Wal-
ler. Attorney Thomas H. Stone of
Richmond, Virginia and Attorney
John F. Finerty of New York City,
ascociate counsel in the case. will
jointly present argument before

Defense Counsel 'further

Jhas.

February 1, 1941

“Rl'lf OF . ERROR PETITION FILED FOR WALLER

“the Vlrglma Cpurt of Appeals for
"a writ of error on the case.

Date
“for this ‘argument will be set by
the Cotirt within fifteen days from

“the time of fillng the petition.

. The Richmond: ‘Waller Defense
C‘ommittee and its national affil-
iates as well as the Workers De-
fense League of-eNew York, and
the 1t A«C iation for the
A(l‘”anc(‘hﬂ olored People
and the Qleomng Car Porters Un-
ion are ygaking -a national issue of
this case’and havé pleédeged'to car-
ry. the matter to the Sunreme
Court of the United States unless
Waller is freed of .the charge of
murder.

Edmund Campion, Chair.

Paula Subienne, See’y-Treas.

Are the Southern «Liberals» Planhing
A Sell-out for Odell Waller ?

«Literaliom ir the Scutlbw vor Syeiricceted m Crowism

Recent developments in the de
fense  of  Odell W aller, Negero
share-cropper under sentence of
death in Vireginia for the self-de.
fense shooting of his white land
lord, are very disturbing to those
who are sincerely aiding in the at-
tempt to liberate this man from
the clutches of  “Southern  Jus-
tice,”

Since  the joint action of the
Workers Defense League and the
Richmond Waller Defense Com
mittee and its national supporting
committees, haye won a reprieve

for Waller there
od .‘l“cl
part  of
coll

have beern, mews-
on the
Liberalism, in

with re

intesiied attempts
Southern

aboration presentatives

of the Workem Defense Loague
and the N LACP, to tll'i\" the
Richmond Waller Defense (Com
mittee and the Iu\ullnmr'n\

Workers lq ague out of the

Case,

“LIBERALISM" CURSES

WALLER
Part of this drive against those
individuals and organizations

which found and made the W aller
case and alone publicly and leweal
Iy defended Waller until after his
first trial is clearly shown in a re-
cent editorial appearing in the
Richmond (Virginia) Daily Times
l)hputch most important “liber-
al” paper in the South.

This lead editorial, written l»\
the new prophet of “Southern Lib-
eralism”, Mr. Virginius Dabney,
gives a certain amount of lip ser-
vice, to an abstract condemnation
of the poll tax system and the eyi]

practices of the Virginia courts jp.

TR

clecting juries only from the list
of those who have paid the poll
tax. But most of the editorial is
devoted to the villification of Od
ell Waller who is a vicetim of the
whole rotten situation in share-
cropping, as well as the usual situ-
ation in the poll tax and Jim Crow
institutions in the South.

This villification of Wallep
have no other meaning than
of attempting to secure a “nropoer-
Iy staged” new trial for Walley
and of trying to get a new verdict
of  guilty the man in a

¢an

one

aramst

court where the defense cannot
find legal grounds for appealine
the new conviction. In other
words, Mr. Dabney and his hench-
men are telling the Southern land-
lords that Waller hou'd be elee
trocuted but it chould be done in

a thoroush'v logal manner and not
in the callonsed and lax manner
peculiar to such cases.

TALK WITH WDL REP

When it
Representative  of
Defense Miszs Pauli Mur-
ray. comes into Virginia ostensibly
to act in the name of the Workers
DNefenseleague, the NAACP and
the Sleeping Car Porters Union on
behalf of Waller's defense, but
that Miss Murray does not see fit
to reorganize the local branch of

is known that the Field
the Workers
League,

the Workers Defense League in
Richmond but, instead. goes into
long consultation with Mr. Dab-

ney it becomes clear that there is
a very serious danger of an at-
tempted compromise of the Wal-
ler case after the manner of the
infamous Scottsborg sell-outs.

veW - ol

FOR UNITED EFFORTS — NOT
CONSTANT OBSTRUCTION

All sincere workers who are aid-
ine in the defense of Odell Waller
by
and shou'd o
to see to it that the fioht
against the Richmond Waller De-
fense Committee and its suporting

should be seriously alarmed

these developments

at once

organizations is stopped.

These workers and their organ-
izations who wish to see the fight
to free Waller result in the elimin-
ating of the vicious poll tax system
in various sta who wish to
strike a vital blow at the evils of
Southern share-croppine and .ten-
ant farming; who wish to correci
the inequalities of parity pay-
ments under the Federal Govern-
ment AAA proegram, and  who
wish to drive home another blow
at Old Jim Crow, should insist
that the Workers Defense League
cease its attacks against the organ
izations which have been in the
ficht to free Waller from the be-
einnine and that the WDL and the
NAACP shall use their energies to
publicize the issues of the Waller
and to enlist ever growing
rublie and private support to the
and shall move to take nart
in a national conference to unify
the Waller defense forces.

tes;

case

case,

Only in this way can Waller be
freed and the background of so-
cial, political and economic in-
equality which lie at the root of
the Waller case, be succesfully
fought against and corrected.

-

Minth Plerem M4,
Plene for Werk
Pushed

In the midst of war throuchout
the world the 9th Plenum of the
Central Committe of the RWL
on December 30-31 in Cleveland,
Ohio. Comrades coame from var-
ious parts of the United States to
participate in the discussions. In-
c'nded was a representative of a
eroup of German comrades in the
['mited States who are sympathet-
the International Contact
(‘ommission.

The question of the war,
ever increasine drive of the Am-
erican capitalists to plunee the
['nited States into this bloodbath,
and the objective conditions inter-
nationallv wera thoroughly dis-
cnssed, The Febhruarv issue of IN-
TERNATIONAL NEWS contains
narts of the two main political do-
cuments.

The devoted a major
part of its deliberations to plans
for organizational work™Mo get out
of our isoletian from the closs.
Steps were taken to shift lhading
comrades to different parts of the
country where they will lay the
base for further work in the class
struegle.

The campaign for the freedom
of Odell Waller, voung Negro who
is sentenced to die March, 14th for
the murder of his white Jandlord
was another major point on the
acvenda.

mes
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Starting with this issue of the
FIGHTING WORKER we resume
publication once, instead of twice
a month.

Because of the financial needs
of the Revolutionary Workers
League during the coming period
in other spheres of activity, the
9th Plenum of our Central Com-
mittee decided to make this re-
treat.




