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EDITORIAL
The Bunk
About Taxes

According to the Wall Street Journal, which is an|,

authoritative mouthpiece for American Capitalism, what’s |
wrong with this country is “spending and taxes.” The

how! about-taxeshias been-heard-from -Muineto Califor=rtatiomt Polley Cotrtted 6T A"

nia. Business can’t pick up so long as there are such high
taxes placed against it. Recovery is being trottled by high
taxes.

The gentlemen of the countinghouses, of course,
know better than all this. But its a good smokescreen,
nevertheless.

Under the Hoover regime the corporations paid 35 %
of all federal taxes. Today they pay only 20%. In the
same period taxes on consumers goods, that is the taxes
on bread, cigarettes and all the things that the poor must
buy to live on, have jumped from one billion to almost
three and a half billion.

When it comes to the question of “spending,” the
Bankers and Industrialists don’t seem to be very specific
about WHERE to stop spending. Shall the government
stop giving subsidies to help build the Merchant Marine
— subsidies amounting in many instances to half the
cost of building ships? Of course not, say the bigwigs,
that would hold back prosperity because we would have
to ship our.products in foreign bottoms.

STOP SPENDING — ON WHAT?

Shall the government stop giving subsidies to rail-
roads and airway companies in the form of mail con-
tracts? Heaven forbid — ruin the sick railroad industry?
Shall the government, then, stop spending about 2 billions
a year for war preparations? Obviously no patriotic
American could sleep nights with the threat of Bombing
Airships from Afghanistan invading the shores of Lake
Michigan.

Well then, possibly the government ought to call in
the twelve and a half billion dollars that are outstanding
in “loans” to big business. With that much money on
hand the government could really lower taxes, don’t you
think?... Yes, it no doubt would, but for our capitalist
slavemasters that is really the last straw. To withdraw
80 much money from business would ruin their whole eco-!
nomic structure. It would be like jumping out of the fry-
ing pan into the fire.

So you see the question of where to cut the spending
of the government resolves itself to cutting RELIEF AND
WPA. On that question there is no dispute. Mr. Roose-

velt is obligingly asking for an 800 million dollar cut on

(Continued on page 2)
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UNICN TO TAKE ACTION ON JULY 17

Danger That Econemic Demands May
Be Bartered Away As In Coal Strike

“0th to sign a national contract.

The mgat—packing industry, |The company has large differen-
which employs 110,000 workers, |:i2ls in wages, speed-up, seniority,
is on the verge of the largest |#¢, but refuses to sign with the
strike movement since 1921 national union — Packing House

Workers Organizing Committee,
d with CIO, which is a-
“Bethme-the United Pack™
ing House Workers of America.
Present preparations for a
strike against the “big four” of

On April 8th delegates to the |affliate

mours met in Chicago and decided
to give the company until May

the industry — Armours, Swifts,
Cudahy, and Wilson — follow the
failure to accede to these de-
mands.

IMPORT FINKS

Feverish efforts are being made
by the companies to check the
strike wave, and smash the union.
This is part of the general offen-~
sive of the capitalist class against
the trade union movement.

Pinkerton men and supplies of
the usal. tear gas, niachine guns,
etc., are being brought into the
possible strike centers by the “big
four.” All the company unions
— which the Wagner Act was
supposed to eliminate, by the way
— have been told to try to affil-
iate to the AFL so they can gain
the appearance of “real” unions.
Needless to say unscrupulous AFL
burocrats are helping the compa-
ny im their strike-breaking roles.
In Chicago the Amalgamated
Meat Cutters (AFL) is dickering
with the management.

In a strike at the Chicago
yards a few months back the AFL
tried to organize a “back to work”
movement but met with no suc-
cess. To check these steps by the

labor fakers and the professional
strike-breakers,

as well as the
police, workers in the plants must
take measures now to create de-
mocratically controlled Workers
Defense Corps.

Due to the intense speed-up
which resulted in a vast increase
in work handled last year, despite

(continued on page 3)

. .
New Boston Unit Japsl
A new unit of the Revolutio- a
nary Workers League was orga-
nized in Boston last month, fol- Iﬁes
lowing the trip of comrade Hugo
Oehler to that city. One of the

new comrades is John Hamilton,
a leading member of the Trotsky, The Japanese blockade of the

youth in that city. The May 2nd|British and French concessions at
Socialist Appeal carries a eulogy, Tientsin and Kulangsu indicates

f the comrade’s activity in the|,
gouth anti-war work thisyyear. In that a new stage of the struggle

his letter asking for application
for membership in the R. W. L.
Hamilton states that it is impos-
sible to carry on class struggle
activity on the line of the Trotsky-
ites.
KANSAS CITY

Continuing the organizational

gains made in the last few months

the Kansas City Unit of the R.W.
L. announces two new applications
for membership, both workers in
basic industries in the area.

for control of China is at hand.
The strategic areas of China are
in the hands of the Japanese army
but there is no sign of a surren-
der as yet. Furthermore all the
rival imperialists, especially Brit-
ain, have been able to sabotage
Japan’s economic program to such
an extent that consolidation of
these military victories is far off,
The British refuse to recognize
currency of the Japanese puppet
government in Shanghai and Nan-
king and are honoring currency

British fight for

e Loot

U.S. Interests Vitally Affected

of the Chiang Kai-Shek govern-
ment.

INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES

What started out as a minor is-
sue over the British refusal to
hand over four Chinese allegedly
guilty of murdering an official of
the Jap puppet regime, has now
taken on major proportions. The
intermal crisis in Japan itself must
have reached critical proportions
as a result of the war to force
such desperate measures. Fur-
thermore, Japan is taking advan-
tage of British difficulties in Eu-
rope.

(Continued on page 3)
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WPA. His cronies, Messrs LaGuardla, Kelly, et al are
finishing the relief cuts for him in the cities. (The aver-
age family on relief gets less than $6 a week, and on
WPA less than $13).

THE POOR RICH

Thirteen percent of the people own 90% of the wealth
in the United States For them Mr. Roosevelt and the
Wall Street Journal have nothing but compassion. They
are getting together now.to ¢ut taxes on the big corpora-
tions, and there is a strong possibility that the 75% sur-
tax on large incomes will be cut to 50%. But for the
22 million workers living of relief — about 17% of our
popuiation—they must suffer the burdens which will make
it pousihle”for the:parasites to pile up more billions for
whiclh they have no use, except to further perpetuate the
slave system of capitalism.

The Roosevelt 'and Wall Street Journal bunk about
weathering the storm together resolves itself to Henry
Ford suffering on a 5 million a year income, while the
average single man on relief must do the same suffering
on $2.50 a week or less. And old Henry and the rest
of his ilk pile up millions of dollars by the simple exped-
ient of keeping capitalist production down to about one-
third the producing power of the nation; while those who
are willing to produce more wealth so that more people
can live on a human standard of living — these people
are condemned to starvation. Most assuredly this is a
land of liberty and common sense — liberty to starve, and |
common sense to like it.

T'he working class oughtn’t to be in the least bashful

aboul helping the capitalists overcome the tax and spend- | |

U.S. ‘Democracy’
Shuts Out
Refugees

In the 17th century cargoes of Negroes were brought
to America chained one to the other. When a storm would
break all doors leading to the Negro bunks at the bottom
of the boat would be closed, and when air would finally
be permitted to enter the bunks again, dozens would be
dead of asphyxiation. When the ship rolled helpless Neg-
rres would be cut to the bone by the irons tightly clasped
a:ound their ankles.

Who would think that after 300 years of “civilized
iprogress’” we would find similar situations prevalent to-
day? Here is an item- from the New York Times,
June 2nd:

“Destitute refugees forced to leave their homes in
Central and Eastern Europe seek any haven they may
possibly enter. In desperation they board unseaworthy
cargo and cattle boats bound for Palestine... Irrespon-
isible ship captains, after extorting from these helpless

LAND OF
THE FREE

DECAY CAPITALISM: HOME-
WRECKERS.

Three babies, the oldest 214
years, are left alone each night
while their mother, Mrs. R.Gordon
of Chicago, works as a waitress to
support them. A neighbor com-
plained to police; babies are re-
moved to an orphanage, Mrs. Gor-
don to jail. Her salary of $9.00
a week was much more than the
relief budget allowed so she man-
aged as best she could. If she had
kept the job and was accepted on
the relief budget she would be jail
ed for fraud. If she tried to live
on the relief budget she and the
babies would starve; so she kept

the job and is jailed for neglect!..

How about jailing the relief ad-
ministration for wilful negligence,
home-wrecking, encouragement of
crime, murders and suicide???

._o—
THE ‘“POOR” RICH;
Maurice Rothschild, Chicago

' clothing...
i last March with 500... was stranded on the Island of Cretelan d...

| passengers all their possessions, evev their gold teeth,

ihave been known to take them stealthily to the unguarded
‘small islands strewn about the Mediterranean and leave
tthem on these barren rocks without food, water or extra!
424 survivors from a ship that left Danzig ), and live on the best in the

li1. utter destitution, starvatlon and sickness.”
HUMAN DRACULAS

Throughout Europe today human Draculas are ex-

ing problem. The simplest way and only effective way | torting thousands of dollars from unfortunate Jews, Cath-

we know of is to overthrow capitalism and EXPROP-:
RIATE the Capitalists. Nothing could solve the tax prob-

lem better.

and Zwmsm

~+their-promises: =

The White Paper of Great Britain, which restricts
immigration of Jews to Palestine and makes them a per-
manent minority there, seems to have taught the Jewish
leaders exactly nothing. At a conference of agricultural
lead¢~s in Tel Aviv May 31, only one delegate, a colonist
from Bethalpha, voiced his dissension with the anti-
Aral policy of the Conference. He demanded, against
gene.al opposition, that the Arabs be accepted as mem-
bers in the Jewish Labor Federation, instead of the pres-
ent policy of picketing Jewish plantations where Arabs
are employed.

V. Jabotinsky, leader of the Jewish Revisionists
semi-Fascist), called upon the Jews to postpone any ac-
tion against Great Britain because the Jews cannot fight
a nation around whom the ‘“Democracies’” are grouping
themselves for ‘“peace.”

ZIONISM LEARNS NOTHING
The myth of a “Jewish homeland” in Palestine,
protected by one or another section of imperialism,
is thus being perpetuated. The American Zionists have
been working for years to take that “protectorship” away
from Great Britain and put it in Uncle Sam’s hands.
But the Jewish masses, the world over, are paying
the penalty for this deliberate fraud. Palestine has a
popt lation of 1,500,000, of which only 460,000 are Jews
— or about 3% of the world Jewish population. The
country is exceedingly small and even poorer in its natur-
al resources. Its importance lies mainly in its strategic
military position for the British lifeline to India, and in
the oil pipe-lines from Iraq that end at Haifa.

To conceive that the millions of oppressed Jews
throughout Europé and elsewhere can make a home of
this little country is ridiculous. And to conceive as Zion-
ism does that the Jewish people can escape the havoc of
world capitalism, can find peace and security in this little
nook, is utterly fantastic — as the White Paper again
proves.

In this period of decay capitalism a small nation or

colonial country can serve the interest of only one impe-!
ialist power or another. It will be exploited until it loses

'olics, and working class militants, on promise of getting
‘the necessary papers that will permit them to find a haven
somewhere... Others promise to smuggle refugees from
one country to another. In most cases, however, the men

are unscrupulous and dlshonest They seldom carry out
oo

e

Merchant Prince gives this mes-
sage to the Youth of America
“Live on little... work hard and
keep the will to serve as his

ideal...” He forgets to add so the
proﬁteers won’t have to work at

Mrs Helen Swift (meat
packers) Neilson is fighting $117,-
424 income taxes due the govern-
ment... Carlos Garcia, President of
(Garcia Sugars, part owner of
Standard Sugars, Int’l Trading Co.
and Insular Terminal Co., was ar-
rested on charges of stealing 1
million 70 thousand dollars... Mrs
May H.Ayer, NY society multimil-
lionaire was indicted by grand
jury for smuggling clothing and
jewelry into this country... Tradi-
tion of wealth thru piracy still
exists! M _USes & -

Meanwhile in Fascist Germany, Jewish and other
workers are being told to leave the country immediately
or else go back to concentration camps. And in ‘“Demo-
cratic” France refugees from Spain are being visited by
the police and “drafted” into the labor army of the for-
eign legion.

For those naive people who still have illusions that
“it can’t happen here,” this is a taste of the utter barbar-
ism and degradation society will descend to unless the
working class, at the head of all the oppressed, can seize
power and establish a Workers Society.

As a step toward this in the United States the wor-
kers must organize Workers Defense Squads. Wherever
these enemies of Labor endeavour to organize in workers
areas the working class must smash them. Rely only
upon the workers’ might.

its usefullness to the big imperialist powers, or until im-
perialism itself is replaced by a world Workers Society.
The Jewish workers must give up and expose the farce
of a “Jewish National Home.” They must band together
with the Arab masses in a common struggle against the
common enemy, British Imperialism. Along that path
only lies the liberation of the millions of oppressed Jews |

land other minorities throughout the world.

Tmillion”dollar mansion as a ware-
house to store her extra furniture
and family heirlooms...

—o0

FOR SALE

Justice by U.S. Circuit Court
Judge Martin T Manton to the
tune of 1% million dollars in 11
months... Health! Oscar Middleton
failed to buy his way into the free
Chicago Municipal Sanatorium for
Tuberculosis by paying $50 to a
precinet captain. Tuberculosis is
most- prevalent- among- Negroes,
but it is just they who are dis-
criminated against to the great-
est degree...

—0

‘THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY’

Forty-nine people in the U.S
made incomes over one million
dollars, in 1937. One even made
more than 5 million... In the same
year, however, at least 6 million
children in the U.S. were under-
nourished, 4 million people over
21 were illiterate because there
were not enough funds for educa-
tion in the U.S., 1,750,000 persons
in New York City were living in
fire-traps from 60 years to 100
years old, about 509% of American
homes had no furnace or boiler,
24.59% had no tubs or showers,
17.839% had no private indoor toi-
let, and 9.839% had no electricity...

Demos Press has on hand copies
of a pamphlet by the ASSOCIA-
TION OF UNEMPLOYED ON
DIRECT AND WORK RELIEF of
Cleveland, Ohio, entitled:

For Workers
Control of .
Production

This little werk sells for only
five cents, with special reductions
for bundle orders. We recom-
mend it as a valuable analysis of
the present unemployed situation

,and a program for the unemploy-

ed — especially valuable for left
wmg unemployed organizations.



o Thre-Tioeals. must geek “to -form-

July 1, 1939

F ~hting Worker

Page 8

PACKINGHOUSE UNION TO
ACT ON JULY 17 |

Danger That Economic Demands May
Be Bartered Away As In Coal Strike

(:Continued from page 1)

a 10% percent decrease in man
hours worked, there was an in-|
crease of almost 20 percent ini
severity of accidents in the in-|
dustry. A good example of this
sort of thing can be seen at the
. Hygrade plant in Detroit, where
women just returned from long
illnesses are immediately set to
work handling 45 pound loads in
an atmosphere of steam, and are
driven by Bedeaux and even more
vicious “efficiency”  schemes.
When two women recently began
having nose bleeds as a result of
this killing labor they were dis-
charged by the management.

RANK AND FILE CONTROL

In the coming struggle what
will be decisive for the packing
house workers is the setting up
of national and local strike com-
mittes elected by the Locals. With
out rank and file control of this
nation-wide movement the work-
ers cannot have the confidence
necessary for effective action. Ev-
ery local should set up its strike
committee and should start NOW
to collect strike funds. So long
as the funds are handled solely
from the top, there can be no
talk of local autonomy.

A successful drive requires
clearly formulated demands for
the workers. We must learn from
the Little Steel Strike two years
ago. The demand for a closed
shop is an excellent one, but it
must be supplementary to the e-
conomic demands.of the workers.

i
I

ulate these demands on a nation-
wide scale throughout the indus-
try.

PUSH ECONOMIC DEMANDS

Armour Local 547 in Chicago
has put forth its demands calling
for ‘““increase in wages, continu-
ous seniority, 20% reduction in
speedup, 40 hour week with time
and a half for overtime, recogni-
tion of stewards and grievance
commitees, signed contracts,” ete.
The Local lists 18 demands, but
it is necessary to select the key
ones on a national scale and thus
give expression to the needs of
the workers concretely.

The workers should prepare a-
gainst the danger that their de-
mands will be bartered away in re-
turn for an agreement from the
bosses of a closed shop or exclus-

ive bargaining rights. In the re-!
cent coal settlement 27 of the 28
demands of the coal workers—for:
wages and working conditions — '
were given up by the leadership
in return for the “union” shop.

Despite the fact that the meat ;

packing industry grossed 502 mil-
lion dollars profit in 1937, it is
nevertheless part of the general
process of capitalist decay. Un-
der the profit system it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult for the!
capitalists to concede demands
for higher wages and better wor-
king conditions and still squeeze
out their large profits.

As a result we have seen labor
fakers in many instances give up
the economic demands of the wor-
kers and carry through policies to
check strikes and militant action
in return for agreements from
the bosses for closed shops. The
workers need a closed shop, but
they need it to conolidate their
forces, to strengthen their fight
for better conditions. Too often
labor burocrats use the eclosed

shop to get militant workers fired

from the job, and to check milit-i

ant action.

FOR A NEW COMMUNIST
(4th) INTERNATIONAL

THE SITDOWN TACTIC

At the April National Policy
meeting, delegates from three loc-
als called for a sitdown strike.
The union sprang up like a mush-
room a few years back as a result
of a wave of sitdowns, primarily
the militant strikes in the Kansas
City plant of Armour.

No matter what leaders_of the
PWOC may deny its effectiveness,
there is no industry in the country
where a sit-down can be so effec-
tive as in the slaughter houses and
packing plants. In the K. C.
strike a few years back $50,000
worth of meat was on the line!
when the strike broke. With the 1
men sitting in, the company was;

| forced to come to terms. The same| . "y, 1o gihedule which warran-

thing happened with Hormel, in
Austin, Minn,

KEY INDUSTRY

The meat packing industry is
one of the most completely over-l
capitalized and trustified in thet
world. Armour, the biggest oper-
ator, run by F. H. Prince, hasj
nacking-houses, transportation, |
%tock—yards, and many other syief
lines under its direct or indirect]
control. Prince is chairman of:
the board of directors of Ar-
mour’s, and at the same time
president of the Chicago Stock-|
which owns:

yards Corporation, 5
and operates, through holding
a vast Chicago

company control, C ‘
freight terminal system with 1431
miles of railroads, 842 acres .of:
estate, including the ~aemtiver
yards area and the “Central
Manufacturing District.” Two of
‘he Armour family are on the
boards of directors of the United
Stockyards Co. and all its subs_xd—
isries, which include all the major
stockyards outside of Chicago.
This far flung Armour domain
comprises packing houses all
through North and South Am-
erica, dairy and produce houses,
chemical plants for by-produets
conversion, transportation system,
fertilizer works, ete. Armour’s
total assets for the year of 1937
were about $330,000,000. Total
capital stock and surplus for that
year were almost $120,000,000.
Net profiit ran to 12% million
dollars, after all deductions.
Armour is the company holding‘
out most viciously in the drive
against unionism. But it is of the
utmost importance for the future
of the packing house workers to
realize that their struggle is in-
dustry wide. There must be no
attempt to play ball with one com-
pany in a hope of striking at
Armour.
The packing house workers are
a key factor in American industry.
Militant action by these workers'
ran turn the whole tide of set-;
backs in the trade union move-
ment this last year or two into]|
a new working class offensive.
For democratically e le c t e d
strike committees in all plants.
For a national sitdown strike
in Packing House.

For Workers Defense Squads.

For a Packing House Workers
Unicn with local autonomy.

Strengthen the stewards coun-
cils in each plant and demand real
autonomy,

THE FIGHTING WORKER

Remember the “TWO FOR
ONE” sub offer — a yearly sub
to both the FIGHTING WORKER
and THE MARXIST for the price
of one — $1.00. Get one for a
friend. Don’t fail to subscribe!
Fighting Worker Publishing Co.

1904 W. Division Street

L-Eainst J
the group will meet to vote on re-

‘ment workers were given leave.

' working at night.

route to the White House 6,000

AFL - C1O Jurisdic-
tion Strikes Aid
Bosses

Kansas City — Homer Martin,
red-baiting president of the AFL
faction of the United Auto Wor-
kers was here June 9th and 10th
to address Local 293 of the Chev-
rolet and Fisher Body Divisions
of General Motors.

The speech, replete with sophis-
try, was an attempt to inveigle the
workers into an ill-timed juirsdic-
tional strike “for the purpose of
showing the strength of the new
group” and “te give the plant
owners an excuse to recognize
the new organization without
bringing the labor board down on
them.”

The workers had contemplated
taking a strike vote earlier in the
week, not to “show their strength”
and further split their ranks, but
bacause the company had refused,
Jespite an unexpected increase in

ted it, to re-employ werkers who@
had been laid off Mayv 13th. The!
union was informed that in thei
event of a strike production would |
he transferred to St. Louis where:
+he union is affiliated to the CIO,;
and would prohably refuse

to
hack up the AFL fight. The bos-g

lses certainly know how to take:

advantage of the
faction fight.

VOTE AGAINST MARTIN

unprineipled }

Martin, however, relegated this!
issue to the backzround. His prim-!
ary interest is not the economic:
demands of the workers but to!
consolidate his own little pie-card
eang and get job control.
Fisher Body group voted 10 to 1-

inst-the-wtrikes—On June 13th.

affiliation with the CIQ. The t~c-
tics of Martin are throwing the
workers back into the lap of the
other faction, which seems to be
smoother in its class-collaboration
policies. ]

This set of developments a-
gain proves that the workers in;
auto face the danger of losing all!
they have struggled for so hitter-
ly in the past, unless they issue
a call to ALL automobile workers
for a rank and file convention to
build a unified auto workers union
free from the burocratic control
of the Martins’, Lewis’, Thomas-:
es’, etc., and based upon class
struggle policies.

!..eague Exposes
King's Visit

Washington, D. C. — The gov-'
ernment took every possible step
to make the visit of the British;
Xing and Queen here a success.
Schools were closed and govern-

Many private businesses followed
suit. WPA workers had to make
up for this enforced holiday by
Waiters, cooks,
etc. in public schools lost a full
day’s wages.

From every building, street car
and lampost the Union Jack
spouted over night. Along the

marines, sailors and soldiers stood:
with fixed bayonets.

At 11 o’clock a 21 gun salute
was fired. The cavalry escort
clashed by with a clatter of hoofs
followed by a car bearing the
President and King.

RWL GIVES OUT LEAFLETS

A leaflet distributed by the Re-
volutionary Workers League, es.
pecially in the Negro neighbor-
hoods pointed out the significance
of the meeting of the two formal
heads of the two largest imperial-
ist powers on earth.

{an enormous rise in prices in Jap-

running into millions

- lese war.

War Tactics Change
In Europe

With British prestige heighten-
ed by the favorable reception in;
the U. S. of their royal highnes-|
ses and the apparent community
of interest of the two great Hyp-
ocricies, the base is now laid for
a new Munich in which Britain
hopes to wield a stronger hand.

Confronted by the threat of
war, Hitler is resorting to more
indirect methods to gain Danzig.
Superior German weight will force
sharper and sharper interior fric-
tions and convulsions in Poland
and Danzig, until the situation be-
comes intolerable, and the pres-
sure from within creates a more
favorable situation for Germany
to step in.

A second factor complicating
the Hitler strategy is the series
of difficulties following the incor-
poration of Czechoslovakia. The
Czech masses are recovering from
the paralyzing blow, and in the
German protectorates of Bohemia
and Moravia sabotage, strikes and

i

opposition is growing. The ‘“Le-:

~gion” of General Prchala is only |

a first symptom. Nationalist as
this movement undoubtedly is, it
will nevertheless give spur to ris-
ing working class struggle. Only
if the proletariat takes the leader-
ship in a struggle against Naziism
and capitalism as a whole wili
this struggle achieve meaning.

But, as with Sudetenland and
Austria before, underlying the
Danzig question is the impelling
need for German capitalism to ex-
vand and broaden its economiec
base or perish. This is at the
same time her contradiction. Ger-

at the expense of other imperial-
ists powers. While Anglo-French
imperialism, especially Britain, to
avoid proletarian revolution can-
not help but continue the policy
of “appeasement” they hope to di-
rect German expansion toward
Soviet Union.

ENCIRCLEMENT

It is highly deubtful that the
British attempt at ‘“‘encirclement”
will succeed. Britain is aiming
rather at preventing any Stalin-
Hitler rapprochement. Stalinism,
dominating the Soviet Union, piv-
ot in any “encirclement”, contin-
ues to pose conditions which Brit-
ain is not ready to accept, and to
look to a possible agreement with
Nazi Germany.

The long time perspective of
Britain is not so much eastern
Europe as the Far East. How-
ever, the two are closely related.
Japan’s new restrictions and drive
against British interests in China
have served to divert attention to
this sphere. and by further invol-
ving Britain, have given Hitler
more time.

The game of power polities in
Europe will continue until the ex-
nlosive character of the contradic-
tions of a capitalist world in de-
cay forces a showdown. If the
fear of revolution has been a ma-
jor factor in averting war thus
far, the piling up of contradic-~
tions will end up in a desperate
gamble and the world thrown into
a raging inferno. Only the power
of the working class can sweep
this whole mad structure from off

The  Man capitalism can expand only the face of the earth.

LT st

Japs, Britis

-

h Fight for

Chinese Loot
U.S. Interests Vitally Affected

(Continued from Page 1

Reports in the press indicate
an and sabotage which is causing
accidents and deaths and losses
of yen.
Driven by such factors, Japan is
making this incident the pivot
point of the whole Chino-Japan-
If British and French
imperialism are forced to yield to
Japanese control of the economy
of the major sections of China it
will mean the biggest victory of
the war for Japan.

The blockade and the British!
threat to blockade Japan in the,
colonies and at home has an im-
pertant bearing on the Anglo-So-
viet talks for an alliance, as well
as the latest developments in East-
ern Hurope. The Japanese step
creates a favorable situation for
the other partners of the “anti-
Communist” axis to demand
greater concessions in Europe and
Africa, and vice versa.

Although the ““nuisance” value
of the Rome-Berlin axis in Eu-
rope is an important factor which
permits Japan to try a coup in
the foreign concessions in China,
the underlying factor still re-
mains the Anglo-American anta-
gonism.

“Why should we cheer for King
George and Queen Elizabeth,”
the leaflet stated in part, ‘“when
they stand for the British Empire,
where millions of Negroes, Arabs,
Hindus, and British workers are
oppressed and live in misery.”

In opposition to this ‘united
spectacle of two imperialist heads
the leaflet called for united ac-

ANGLO-AMERICAN ANTAGO-
NISM

Anglo-American unity against
Tanan in 1931 could have. ¥
Janan from Manchuria, or
brought Japan to terms when she
invaded China proper, but in both
cagses the two largest imperialist
powers refused each other’s bid
for joint action because thev have
far greater friction with each oth-
er than with Japan.

Although at present the inter-
est of U. S. and Britain against
Japan run parallel, the fact re-
mains that their economic inter-
ests in Asia are far from parallel
— they are diametrically opposed
to each other. The rubber, tin,
and oil resources of Malaya, Bur-
ma, and the other British posses-
sions in Asia and China are rich
plums that America has had her
eyes on for years. What little par-
allel talk against Japan these two
imperialists workup will not en-
able them to organize a prolonged
narallel struggle against Japanese
incursions in China. That is what
Japan is banking on more than on
her German allies in Europe.

The U. S. will fight “with” Eng-
land in the next war only on one
condition — that she can keep
her hands free as she did in the
last war to enable her to steal
all of the British and other im-
perialist markets before the end
of the war.

Subscribe to the

tion by British and American wor-
kers to smash imperialism.
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NOTES ON
THE NEWS

While King George and Queen

Elizabeth were here to sell Bri-exposes himself as the Pope of

tish “Democracy” to the American
people, in South Africa Britain
took measures to establish huge

concentration camps 15 miles
from the towns occupied by Euro-

peans and to segregate the “pure”
Negroes there.

* * *

The American masters, who own
Puerto Rico have invented some-
thing slightly new. Instead of
giving the unemployed - and the
country is just shock full of unem-
ployment - some relief, they are
herded onto the large farms of the
imperialist masters, forced to
break previously uncultivated
ground for the big landowners,
and if the land produces anything
they can plant a little garden and
see if they can exist on its pro-
duce. About 10,000 acres are thus
being ‘“lent” to the unemployed,
and 750,000 unfortunates are ex-
pected to slave away at them.

* *

*

It is no surprise that the ‘“eco-
nomy” group in the U.S. Senate
has come forward with a bill to
“retire” all Congressmen and Se-
nators on a pension of $5,000 a
year when the voters have “re-
tired” them from politics. This
procedure they say would “relieve
them from group pressure,” that
is from the pressure of the electo-
rate who put them in office.

Strange ‘“economy,” when 800,-
000 WPA workers are about to be
given 403’s!

SRS S

* * *

In a speech to the Italian sol-
diers w ho helped Franco in the
Spanish Civil War, Pope Puis told
them on June 11, that they had
brought a “victorious triumph of
the Christian ideal” in Spain.

What the “Christian ideal”
turns out to be is evidenced from

the following. A news story in

the capitalist press states that 100
workers a day are being killed in
Barcelona alone. As many as 300
have been killed in one day by the
Fascist butchers. Two priests in
a town in the province of Gerona
left the country when they were
asked to. bring up 40 more men
for the firing squad.

animation.

out that after 6 years of “New

employed.
American
that a 509% increase in business
would be necessary to
this ragged and hungry army, | them, the heads of the nation un-
which capitalism has thrown on'!animously felt safe in cutting one
the human scrap heap because it!third of the WPA workers off the
can no longer exploit it for profiit. rolls.

tired) has come forward with a
brand ‘““new” plan to “solve” the

relief problem in the country —
or as Major Dyer says, to relieve
the relief “burden.”

ple.
killing” of all old people over 70
who are without means of sup-
port.
clude the rich, since the profits
they have gouged from their vie-
tims makes them “self support-
ing.” The Major himself is living
off the bounty of a government
pension of $243.00 a month.

Once again the “Pope of Peace”

Capitalist Murder.
* * *

As we go to press 907 unfor-
tunate German Jewish refugees

are still on the high seas. Cuba

has refused to admit them. The
New Deal crocodile tears for the
poor Jews failed to develop into a
bit of humanitarian kindness. Am-
erica did not even consider accep-
ting these harrassed people. A-
hoard ship guards were posted to
see that none of the refugees at-
tempt to take their lives. Latest
reports are that the refugees will
receive temporary havens in Brit-
ain, France, and Belgium.

Stalinism has shut its door.

Bourgeois Democracy refuses to
give these refugees a place to
live and posts guards above them
to see that they do not die. Cap-
italist justice condemns them, ev-;
idently, to a state of suspended'

* * *

The Wall Street Journal points

Dealism” there are still approx-
imately the same number of un-

This mouthpiece of
capitalism  estimates

i
absorb |

Every year, according to the!

Journal, 600,000 young workers ;apois the 1O
reach maturity and are ready togtook the 1n1§1at1ve in organizing |
work, only to find that theheritage 2 demonstration of 5,000 agairst
'oT youth-is-te-stand in bread lpes+
or the futile and hopeless task
of tramping from place to place
looking for job that doesn’t exist.

* * *

Major Dyer, U. S. Army (re-

The Major’s plan is very sim-
It proposes the “mercy(!)

Naturally he doesn’t in-

July

4 th.

2

All men are created equal
That’s what the Declaration of In-
dependence of July4, 1776 stated.
But it was a fraud in the days
when capitalism was first being
established, just as today when it
has outlived its usefulness and is

When the first constitutional
government was organized in the
U.S. only one out of thirty-three
white males could vote. - Negroes
_couldn’t vote-at all:
couldn’t vote. Prisons were filled
with people who couldn’t pay their
small debts, sometimes as small as
Under Hamilton the
bankers bought up worthless mo-
ney — Continentals — for next to
nothing, and sold them to the go-
vernment at FULL value; but the
poor farmers who borrowed

worthless continentals had to pay
back good American dollars and
were bankrupted. |
followed by one of the biggest 000 in salary last year!

The war was

land steals in history in Ohio, with
almost every important man in
Washington’s government involved |
- including Washington himself.

Workers who tried to organize
unions at the turn of the century
were brutally beaten and mur-
dered. There were no schools for
the poor. Negroes were being
peddled like so much cotton. Even
white slavery existed in many lo-
calities. And when the frontiers-
men and poor farmers finally re-
volted in Virginia, Massachus-
setts, and Pennsylvania they were
brutally massacred - all in the
name of equality!

It took the workers a hundred
and fifty years of bitter struggle
to get even the democratic rights
we have today.

July 4th 1939 reveals the same
kind of “equality.” Twenty-two
million people on relief who re-
ceive an average of about $1.50 a

week per person, are just as free
to starve under our laws as Louis
B. Mayer, who received $1,296-

One Of Three On
WFA To Be Fired

FUNDS CU T 800 MILLIONS

While agreement between big
business and the government was
allegedly reached to reduce the
surtax on big incomes and change
the undistributed profits tax to a
flat 18 9% rate, so that it falls more
heavily on the smaller firms but
gives the larger firms a large
measure of “relief from taxes”’—
while this was going on the House
of Representatives in Washington
reported out a bill to give “re-
lief”” to the unemployed.

The new bill, which probably
will be passed, calls for a fur-
ther cut in WPA allotment of
$823,205,000 or about 359%. With
industry practically at a stand-
still that means at least one mil-
lion more families to be thrown
on relief (if the relief offices
don’t close down) next year.

Other features of the bill call

for cutting the sum asked for the

National Youth Administration
by more than 45 millions; the
laying off of all WPA workers
who have been employed 18
months; longer hours for skilled
workers on WPA and a lowering
of hourly wages for these wor-
kers; more investigation; and oth-
ers.

The figure alloted is only 45!

millions less than was asked for
by Roosevelt. With no mass pres-
sure worthy of the word against

In Minneapolis the trade unions

the  relief. g lutionists.  0ld A
he. Eelieh aut, mumﬁ?xuhar’éa fold.. The major issue.|

must try” to ‘emulate “this demon.
stration in every city on a class
struggle program.

RED AID

HELP THE VICTIMS OF
FASCISM

A special campaign for Red Aid
against Fascism, to run from June
1 to July 14, has been organized
by the Revolutionary Workers
League. Each new offensive of
Hitler every consolidation
move of Franco — makes more

desperate the need for Red Aid
for the victims of Fascism,

We must not fail these distress-
ed comrades. German, Austrian,
Czechoslovakian r e v olutionists,
struggling in deepest illegality...
Wives and children of those who
will not return from concentra-

tion camps... Dispossessed Jewish
refugees... Spanish refugees herd-
ed like animals in filthy camps...
Escaped revolutionists stranded in
foreign countries, and those still
in German areas — and in Spain
— who must be helped to escape
the nets of Fascist terror.

Send funds to:
ALDINE GUNN, TREASURER
1904 W. Division Street
Chicago, Ill.

- AGAINST EIMPERIALIST
WAR, FOR CLASS WAR

\

A new wave of strikes through-
out the country is being seriously
hampered by the factional disput-
es between the AFL and CIO
leaderships. In Flint, Detroit, in
the Maritime industry, rival un-
ions are fighting each other more
than the boss and placeing juris-
dictional demands above the eco-
nomic demands of the workers.

The abortive strike of a hand-
ful of UAW-AFL (Martin) men
in the General Motor plant$ in
Flint, Michigan, ended up in
street battles between the two au-
to worker unions in that city. In-
stead of uniting against the com-
mon enemy, General Motors,
which has been wiping out literal-
ly dozens of gains made in the
militant national GM strike of
1936-37 — instead of that the
CI0O men walked through the
picket lines.

In the Detroit Briggs strike it
was the AFL men who were wil-
ling to walk through the CIO
picket lines. Because of the re.
lative solidarity of the Briggs men

they won a number of concessions,
concessions which would have
been far greater if the strike had
been spread to Chrysler’s where
50,000 workers were locked out.

FORGET ECONOMIC NEEDS

Jurisdictional disputes, which
| played havoc with workers in the
1d_AFL_days, have multiplied a

in many strikes is merely which
section of the labor movement
the bosses shall be obligated to
deal with.

Meanwhile John L. Lewis, head
of the CIO in a statement June
14, indicated that these strikes
and disputes will become sharper.
After an executive board meeting
Lewis announced termination of
“‘peace” negotiations with the

in Local 212, under Emil Mazey, '

{

AFL-CIO Factional
Fights Aid

Shop Councils Must Fight
For United Action

interests which would be jeopar-
dized by unity.

Specifically he charged Mat-
thew Woll with earning a large
income from a life insurance com-
pany because of his AFL connec-
tions; Thomas Rickert with earn-
ing $20,000 a year from adver-
tisements in the ‘“Federationist;”
and others.

While there is little doubt that
the charges are true, it is strange
that Lewis reveals all these things
now. Why didn’t he expose these
parasites when they acted as his
own flunkeys while he was the
real top figure in the AFL. Sec-
ondly, many workers will remem-
ber the charges by Frank Far-
rington — himself no novice at
crooked dealings — and others,
against Lewis for accepting brib-
es from employers and investing
money in non-union coal mines in
the South.

STEWARDS COUNCILS

Both the AFL and CIO leader-
ships are more interested in their
own pie-cards than in the rank
and file, so that even though they
agree substantially on policy they
refuse to unite. Real trade un.
ion unity means a struggle against
both these leaderships. It means
primarily initiative by the plant
committees, the Stewards coun-
cils and other democratically elec-
ted instruments of the workers in
the lower rungs of the unions —
instead of the top burocracy —
to unite the forces of labor on
concrete economic “Issues against
the boss.

The key to labor unity — and
this must be stressed over and
over — lies not in peace negotia-
tions between Lewis and Green,
or jurisdictional fights, but in a
struggle for real autonomy for
the Stewards Councils in every
plant and the organization of
broader councils of workers in
related plants no matter to what

AFL. He charged that the lead- {union they belong, to fight for
ership was too reactionary and toolbetter wages and
consumed with personal financial!tions.

living condi-

CLARIDAD
PROLETARIA

The latest issue of CLARIDAD
PROLETARIA is just off the
press. It contains a special ar-
ticle on Soviet Economy and an
article exposing the centrist line
of Trotsky. In addition there are
other documents of interest.

If you have a Spanish speaking
friend write in and get a copy.
CLARIDAD PROLETARIA
for ten cents.

sells

POUM Left Wing

A Special document of the left
wing of the POUM and an analys-
is by the RWL will be published
in English and in Spanish very
soon. Write now and ask us to

mail you a copy when these are
) ready.

The MARXIST

the new. printed magazine of the
Revolutionary Workers League,U.S.
5 CENTS PER COPY

July Issue
The Ukraine Problem

Once Again — Lewis Betrays the

Miners

The White Paper — Twilight of

Zionism

Book Review, Poems, Editorials

R

Third Convention

Documents

A special document selling for
five cents containing some docu-
ments of the Third Convention
which have not yet been published
has just been issued. This series
also contains the Third Conven-
tion amendment to the DRAFT

PROGRAM,



