\, -

* WORKERS<5:WORLD
UNITEY!

Workers League of the U. S.

Organ of the Rcvolutionarv

Vol. 4 No. 1 Whole No. 32

January 1, 1938

Price: 1 Cent

January is the month of the
death of three outstanding heroes
of the working class — V. Lenin,
leader of the Bolshevik revolution,
who died in 1924, and Karl Lieb-

knecht and Rosa Luxemburg,
glorious leaders of the German
revolution who were brutally

murdered by the Social-Democrats
in January 1919.

Almost a whole generation has
passed since the death of these
revolutionary leaders. The opti-
mism of the young workers of
yesterday who fought to establish
a world Workers State and Work-
ers Democracy was hard hit by
the defeats of the working class
in more than 2 dozen revolutions,
following the victorious October
Revolution.

Instead of a Workers Society,

free from wars, starvation and
persecution, the present genera-
tion of youth — the new genera-
tion — is confronted with tke
Black Hand of Fascism sweeping

e e R e

LENIN, LIEBKNECHT, LUXEMBURG

across Europe. Instead of Peace
the most fervid re-armament in
all history! Instead of Democracy
the concentration camps, persecu-
tion of Jews and Catholics. murd-
ers of thousands of Haitians by

an American puppet government!:

Instead of a life of plenty, 16
millions unemployed in the U. S.,
back to the old 60 hour week in
Germany starvation every-
where!

FUTURE BFILONGS TO YOUTH

The Youth of today — the new
generation of proletarians — is
-without any perspective,
any hope, so long as they are
sati-fied to continue to live under

rapitalism. What makes the situa- |
tion even more trying is that the |
present leadership of the working |
class, the 2nd and 3rd Interna-:
out bag and;
haggage to world capitalism, are!
nreparing the new generation to!

tionals. are sold

be butchered and drowned in

blood, are preparing to smash

any new attempts at, proletarian

revolution, are prepari .
S L i

‘AGAIN3T WORKERS

Two months ago Messrs. Cham- |
berlain, Daladier, Hitler, and'
Mussolini sat down at Munich and
saved the world forever and ever
from the horrors of war.

Now II Duce and M. Daladier
are ready to go to war over the
question of giving Tunisia,
Corsica, Djibouti, Savoy and a
share of the Suez Canal to Italy.
The stretch of water between
Tunisia and Italian Sicily is so|
narrow that if Italy could fortify|
both banks she could dominate
the Mediterranean — the Anglo-
French lifeline.

In Central Europe Herr Hitler
is busy swallowing up little
Memel and preparing for the es-
tablishment of an autonomous
Ukraine, patched out of
Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union,
Roumania and Poland.

ARMAMENTS RACE

Instead of the longed—for
“peace’”, Munich has merely accel-
erated the preparations for war.
France is to have the biggest war
budget in history. So is Italy. So
is Great Britain. So is Germany.
So is the U. S.

Not only weren’t the contradic-
tions between the Rome-Berlin
axis and the Anglo-French bloc
solved, but e v en within the
Fascist axis the struggle has been
sharpened by the ‘“Peace” of
Munich. Germany has expelled
Italy from Austria. Her borders
stand today at the Brenner Pass,
a real menace to Italy. Italian
trade is being swallowed up by the

Nazis in central Europe. To offset |

the stampede of Herr Hitler,
Mussolini tried to get Hungary
and Poland to swallow up little

Ruthenia, thus creating a common

frontier and checking Hitler’s en-
croachments in the rest of Central

Europe.

Hitler was able to check these
plans. So far Mussolini has re-
ceived very little in return for his
support of the Austrian and
Czech grabs by Hitler. The fric-
tion between the- two Fascist
states is bound to increase. It can
only be relieved somewhat if the
Rome-Berlin Axis can force much
greater concessions from Britain
and France than were gained at
Munich. '

WHAT WILL S. U. DO?

On the Eastern Coast of
Europe the Soviet Union and
Poland seem to have formed a new
“friendly” relationship. Both un-
derstand that they are to be the
next victims together with
Roumania — of Nazi Germany.
Stalin has cheerfully liquidated
the Stalinist Party in Poland as a
token of friendship to the Polish
Dictatorship. As with France,
Stalinism is placing its faith in
the “good word” of the capitalists
of foreign nations. As with the
Franco-Soviet Pact, Poland will
wipe its hands of the Soviet Union
the minute it can come to some

agreement with Hitler.
More than 2 years ago Stalin
desperately tried to form an

alliance with Fascist Italy. There
is reason to believe that today he
is trying to form such an alliance
with Nazi Germany. Can the
Stalinist refusal to help evacuate
some of the German Jews be a
step in the direction of appeasing
the Nazis?

(Continued on page 3)

For Workers
Control of
Production

without | ¢

MUNICH «PEACE» AN OFFENSIVE |

repeat the murders of Liebknecht

and Luxemburg.

Nevertheless t h e objective
situation favors the working
class. Capitalism is bankrupt,

working class is assured. To the
famous phrase of Liebknecht,
“THE FUTURE BELONGS TO,
THE YOUTH”, we add the words'
of Lenin, “HAVE THE WILL TO
BUILD A PARTY AND ALL
THE OPPRESSED WILL COME
TO YOU.”

U.S. Britain Main

depaying, dying. Its doom is in- u A L.
st s Antagonists At Lima

THE LIMA CONFERENCE
Dec. 12 — The Eight Pan-
American Conference at Lima
Peru, now in session is of impor-
-~ce in that it throws light upon

.

N

Class Beferssé

Brings idegrete
Relzase Closer

A letter from comrade Russell
Negrete Blackwell, American rev-
olutionist and member of the
RWL, has been received. He
is no longer held incommunicado
but does not know about the out-
come of his case. Negrete may
face trial in the near future in
Loyalist Spain on the frame-up
charges of being a Fascist spy,
etc. Negrete’s name was const-
antly mentioned in the trial of the
POUM leaders a month or two
ago, some of whom were sentenc-
ed to 16 years for allegedly
having started the uprising of the
workers against the capitalist
government in May 1937 in
Barcelona.

The Negrete United Front
Sponsoring Committee is ex-
panding its work to include more
organizations into our united

front to free Negrete and his
fellow anti-capitalist victims now
held by the Loyalists. The last
organization to join the Com-
mittee was the Joerger Group.

The Committee is continuing
with its picketing and is in con-
stant touch w it h the Spanish
Consul General in N. Y. who
received its delegation and sub-
mits its protests to the Spanish
Government.

«=

On Saturday December
the Committee learning of the
presence of Indoliccio Prieto,
former Premier of Spain in N. Y.
sent a delegation to his hotel to
see him regarding Negrete. The
Committee found both Prieto and
De Los Rios, Spanish Ambassador
and interviewed both.

10th,

PROTEST TO PRIETO IN N. Y.

Prieto, on his way to Chile
would not undertake to do any-
thing, but De Los Rios stated he

had just sent a cable to his
government ‘“‘exclusively on the
case of Negrete.”” The delega-

tion, headed by the Committee’s
Secretary, J. Lorenz of the RWL,
protested against the Govern-
ment’s continued silence, and De
Los Rios promised to send another
cable to Valencia with the Com-
mittee’s demand for Negrete’s
immediate release.

The NUFSC is preparing
another public protest meeting.
T h e Trotskyite ‘Blackwell De-
fense Committee” turned down an
invitation to share auspices of the
meeting on the ground that... “we
must wait for some dramatic

i event.”

Picketing of the Spanish Consul
in Chicago by the R. W. L. is now
being resumed and similar plans
for a mass meeting and tag day
are being prepared.

O

Word has been received from
Sydn ey Australia that the
“Fourth” International comrades
have been active in behalf of
Rosalio Negrete and have sent
protests to Spain. They have con-

(Continued on page 3)

i Fascist nations:

the imperialist polecy of United
States and the class conflicts
maturing in Latin America. The
United States through Roosevelts’
New Deal and its representative,
Cordell Hull, intends to tighten
up the Monroe Doctrine and fur-
ther close the door of Latin Amer.
ica to England and the other im-
perialists.

The U. S.- talks against the
Germany, Italy

and Japan, and will work to keep

thkem out of the U. S. back
yard; but at the same time, and
with heavier bhlows, the TUnited

States aims the Lima conference
against British rivalry in Latin
America.

| _.The LS. hus clevexly used the
fear of the Getfman and TItahan

minorities and of Nazi expansion,
to drive the conference into line.
Argentina does not stand out as
the second most important
country in the conference merely
because it is one of the big coun-
tries of South America, but

2because British imperialism dom-
iinates it and utilizes its

spokes-

:man at Lima against the United

- States.

American
gives the chairmanship
““peaice” committee to De Mello
Franco of Brazil, because the
United States uses Brazil as
England does Argentina, and
Roosevelt wants this committee to
come in with suitable plans for
military defense and military
bases for the U. S. in the Western
Hemisphere against all imperialist

Imperialism
of the

" countries.

The United States, the ‘“‘democ-
racy’’, uses as its puppets in
Latin America many open dictator
countries, like Brazil.

EXTEND TRADE INFLUENCE

The United States will not
obtain at Lima all she would like,
but that is expected. However,
much of her gains will be made
outside of the glare of the spot-
light, behind closed doors where
the real business is handled.

The immediate objective of the
United States at Lima is to in-
crease her trade and export of
capital at the expense of England
and the Fascist nations, and to
take important military steps to
extend her fortifications south-
ward. This will be coupled with an
attempt to further sell this plan in
the name of the “good neighbor
policy.” Why not? Hitler marches
into Austria, Sudetenland and
Eastward in the name of “peace”.
American Imperialism has its own
method to cover its offensive
measures with ‘“‘peace” slogans.
The weakness of Germany eco-
nomically in spite of her highly
developed industries, and the
strength of American imperialism
accounts for the different methods
each uses to gain its objectives.
In Content, however, both are the
same,

(Continued on page 3)
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ORGANIZATION
NOTES

NEW UNIT IN THE SOUTH
A new unit of five members of
the Revolutionary Workers
League has been organized in am
important city in Virginia by one
of our active comrades of that

part of the country. The new unit
§hows good signs of gaining wide
influence in the whole - area and
takes as one of its special tasks
the question of the oppressed
Negro masses.

This is the 4th new unit of the
RWL in the last few months. The
others were in Detroit, Kansas
City and Philadelphia.

0

LLL Meetings

Lenin, Liebknecht, Luxemburg
Memorial Meetings are being held
by R. W. L. units throughout the
country. Friends and sympathizers
are asked to get ih touch with the
local comrades for dates and ad-
dresses.

. e— 0 ‘
Phila, Sunday Jan. 22 8 P. M.
329 Pine St.

Speakers J. Nemiroff and B.
Campbell

0
CHICAGO SUNDAY FORUM
Every Sunday at 8:30 P.M.

Workers Center
1904 W. Division Street

January 1st
American Imperialism a n d
the Lima Conference
Bill Streeter

January 8th
Germany’s March toward the
East
Sid Okun
danuar® 15 | et e
The Budget and WPA
Joe Hadley
(IR

January 20 Friday
L E NIN, LIEBKNECHT,

LUXEMBURG MEMORIAL
MEETING

MOTION PICTUR E: TEN
DAYS THAT SHOOK THE
WORLD and SPEAKING:

Hugo Oehler

AT

January 29th
China, Japan and the Soviet
Union

(]

(Continut;.d

SUPPORT OF THE DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS
PAVES THE WAY FOR FASCISM.

Since the democratic institutions are instruments of
the exploiting minority, of the capitalists, the support of
these political forms in present day decay capitalism is the
sppport ofan outworn system versus the proletarian solu-
tion — the socialist system.

Developing capitalism, with its expanding productive
forces under which it could afford to concede the working
clgss a few “reforms” in order better to ¢ ontrol it carried
with it a political counterpart known as bourgeois democ-
racy. But decay capitalism, with a contracting economy,
wracke.d by ever deeper and more prolonged crises, with
“orggmzed” scarcity and organized starvation, has as its
poljtical counterpart, Fascism, as the only effective means
to hold in check the working class and maintain the dying
system. ’

Jt_Jst as the “back to 1776” (free competition) move-
ment is hopeless against finance capitalism so the cry of
“back to democracy” (bourgeois democracy) is hopeless
against fascism. In both cases the only road is FORWARD
TO SOCIALISM, to planned economy on a higher plane,
forward to WORKERS DEMOCRACY under the Workers
Council Government.

WORKERS RIGHTS VERSUS “ROTTEN BOURGEOIS
DEMOCRACY”

Speaking on this question Trotsky says, “Everywhere
and always, where and when the revolutionary workers
are not .powerful enough immediately to overthrow the
bourgeO{s regime, they defend from Fascism even rotten
bourge01§ democracy, and especially do they defend their
own positions inside bourgeois democracy.” Under this

Workers Rights or Democracy ?

fascism. Where, as in Spain today, bourgeois democracy
attempts to take the ‘“leadership” in the ' struggle of the
working class against Fascism (capitalism), in order
better to betray the workers, the workers’ policy is to
‘“march separately and strike together.”” This does not in-
clude defense of capitalist democracy, but just the op-
posite, prepares the proletariat for the struggle for power,
against boss rule in all its forms.

~ Coupled with the above mentioned position of Trotsky
is his policy of “Fight imperialism to fight fascism.”
Under these formulas the Trotskyites become victims and
supporters of bourgeois democracy and cover up their
line of support to Cardenas in Mexico, material aid to
Loyalist Spain, support of ‘“left” bourgeois governments,
ete.

Fight Capitalism to Fight Fascism is the correct posl-
tion of Marxism. . b :

The Stalinists and Socialists, and the open bourgeois
reformers such as Green and Lewis of the AFL and CIO,
openly defend the ‘“democratic” capitalist institutions
against workers rights and Workers Councils. These op-
portunists, like the social reformists and trade union
burocrats in Germany, are preparing the road for fascism
and their own destruction, along with the labor movement
as a whole.

COMMUNISM VS. FASCISM.

The Stalinists and Socialists propose that the working
class fight for democracy against fascism. Trotsky speaks
also of the “very pressing problem of fascism and democ-
racy.” Those who defend or fall into the trap of support-
ing the democratic institutions (CAPITALIST DICTA-
TORSHIP) use this language. To fight for the workers
democratic rights against capitalism is possible only on the
basis of the working class versus capitalism (COMM-

centrist forrqula Trotsky leads his followers into support
of bourgeois democracy. Defending “rotten bourgeois
dem.ocracy”, and defending workers democratic rights,
against fascism are as oOpposite as. the two classes in

can be defended only by a struggle against the “bourgeol-
sie, against bourgeois democracy as well as against

UNISM AGAINST FASCISM), of independent working
class action. To fight fascism the working class must fight
capitalism in all its forms, from its “left” forms such as
the People’s Front and Labor Party Governments to its ex-

"Society The workeri demegcratic rights were obtained and jtreme rights forms of decree cabinets, military dictator-

ships and fascism. o - -}
(To be continued next issue)

The world wide protest against
the attempts of the Stalinists to
frame-up the POUM members as
Fascist spies has been successful,
but a conviction on the basis of
rebellion against capitalism with a

CLASSES

DETROIT, PHILADELPHIA,
NEW YORK, CLEVELAND

Information on these classes
can be had from the local com-
rades or by writing to the Na-
tional Office of the R. W. L.

O

Starting Friday, December 2nd
and every subsequent Friday at
8:30 P. M. the N. Y. Local of the
R. W. L. is conducting a series of
10 lecture classes covering a wide
range of topics. Each lecture is
complete. For more information
apply at the headquarters of the
N. Y. comrades, 66 E. 12th St.,
Room 3.

O

CHICAGO CLASSES

Starting Monday, December 5th
a new class is being organized on
“Tendencies in the Labor Move-
ment’’ with comrade Bill Streeter
as the Instructor. As a special
feature of the class, which will

vicious 16 year sentence for the
majority of the defendants is a
powerful blow delivered against
the Spanish revolutionists. The
conviction of those who fight for
Socialism in Loyalist Spain has
established the n ecessary preced-
ent to begin a class war against
the Marxists who stand for Corq-
munism and against the Syx}dx-
calists who stand for Anarchlsr}a‘
as soon as the necessary con.dl-‘
tions for sell out and compromise -
with the Fascists exist.

If the POUM leaders can be;
convicted for the May Insur-,
rection which they opposed, then
next the CNT-FAI can be convict-
ed for Rebellion, for the heroic
acts of the workers and peasants
in taking over the factories and
land and establishing of the Anti-
Fascist Committees against
Capitalism. Today the Anglo-
French imperialists through their
Loyalist stooges select the weak
POUM; tomorrow they will, with

run 8 weeks, speakers will be in-
vited each week from the various
tendencies.

0]

FREE ROSALIO
NEGRETE

the aid of the Stalinists, do the
same to the CNT-FAIL

The conviction of most of the
POUM defendants and the release

of two is done to leave an air of and groups

i » iel Rebull t | address
fairness.” Daniel Rebu v(s;zti‘s ?}(:e National Office,

in Barcelona at the time
‘May Uprising. Jose Escuder was

"out. Not divert it

possible to call the workers off the
barricadesito: stem the tide -of
workers revolt,

The Loyalist Government has
exposed itself for its true worth in
convicting those who are against
capitalism. The Loyalist Capitalist
Government is the agent of Anglo
French imperialism against the
workers and peasants, against the
proletarian revolution.

SELL OUT IMPENDING
The Trotskyites in dealing with

Lo alist s t gil't]lal}y : t;})lrison;r ffr&? the . ' helps pave the way for fascism.
y . s e'_‘ ence ri?iz;?mgu;qu:dsg (i)n thz uli)a; Cor'QCtlons ' Be{r? ir!: France the qu‘estion mulst
Anti-Fascists Batalla bulldine. The Editorial Board of the bettom the “womking 148 3

To 16 Years |vercui the Fariys Barceiona| FIGHTING WORKER wishes to| (Communion) ond S,
headquartes doing  everything|correct two formulations in the & vo'1qt period of armed con-

December issue.

The article entitled ‘Election
Results a Blow at Workers” is
open to the false impression by

 bal he defeat | v e rej :
z}%etiia%sgvrﬁ)g::fﬂi‘nth?ﬁet eeleitf(?n 'as Stalinism is the main danger,

; i is in danger, re-
was a blow to the workers. Fascism 1is the main
There is no fundamental class formism 1s the main enfm}c’y et(}:é
difference between the New Deal The working class must s rubggth
and the “Old Deal” in spite of the against capitalism, a}gal_nst 0
different METHODS used by the the left arm of c.apltal.lsm (“de-
left and right arms of the mocracy”’) and its right arm

itali (Fascism). Within ’this.frame-
capitalists to control the workers. work, in each country, with each

flict.

The RWL presents an 'anti-
capitalist pro-communist orienta-
tion. We reject such formulations

this question in the Socialist The blow at the working class| . 1
Appeal state that the Stalinist|consists of the fact that because 5;}’:;;0::;%5}12112;}‘:& Oi;hergf?jf
frame-up was defeated. T h ethe reformists and centrists were mism r;lay be the immediate

Trotskyites don’t understand thatable to canalize the

the victory against the Stalinist
frame-up was accompanied with a
defeat as dangerous because it is
a forunner to a big sell-out and a
drive against the workers. That

'is what revolutionists must point

to an anti-
Stalinist fight.

R.W.L. Addresses

Chicago
1904 W. Division Street

New York
66 E. 12th St. Room 3

Philadelphia
329 Pine Street

Cleveland

2071 E. 30th Street

For information on other units
of the R. W. L.
communications to the
1904 Division,
Chicago.

pressure of
the workers into parliamentarism,
into the Democrat and Labor
Parties, and were able to liquidate
much of its ,independent class
action, the underlying shift to the
left in American class relations
and the discontent of the masses

danger or the struggle may reach
the stage of one between Com-
munism and Fascism.

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
FEBRUARY ISSUE

Special Convention documents

found no expression in the elec-
tions. [

The article on the Trotskyite AnSIO-Ame"‘fa n
“Fourth International” states in .
opposition to the Trotsky “Tran- Antagonlsms

sition Program” which claims that
the main danger is Fascism, that
the main danger is reformism.

ANTI - CAPITALIST ORIENTA-
TION

This is a false formulation. In months
such countries as the U. S. and| N .
England, contrary to the Stali~’ Special three monthg sl:}lbsc."l’;
nists and now the Trotskyites, the 'tion rate of 25 cents in blocs o
main danger to day is not|four or more.

Fascism. The main enemyis; Vol.4 No.1 Whole No. 32
capitalism: within the framework Fighting Worker Publishing Co.

of an anti-capitalist approach the . hicago
immediate danger in the US is 1904 W. Division Street, Chicago,

the growth of reformism which VOLUNTARY LABOR

Anglo-American Trade Treaty

THE FIGHTING WORKER
Rates: $1.00 per year; 50c per six
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Class Defense
Brings Negrete

Release Closer
(Continued from Page 1

tacted the I. W. W., the S. L. P,
and the S. P., of Australia and are
working up us broad a protest as
possible.

from the
of the

Letter to M.
Jurodico-Social
CNT, Barcelona.

“Dear Comrade:

“We have the documents you
have sent us in your letter of the
4th., with regard to Russel Black-
well. .

“We are immediately sending
copy of your letter to the Sub-
National Committee in Valencia
so that it may work for the re-
lease of the above mentioned
comrade.

Olay
Section

“With fraternal greetings”, etc.

For the NATIONAL
COMMITTEE
R. Inigo,”
0O

The Phila. unit of the RWL,
together with the LRWP and tht.
Revolt group have formed a
Negrete United Front Defense
Committee along the lines qf the
committees formed in Chicago,
New York and other cities. On
Friday Dec. 16 they held a mass
protest meeting, at w‘h ic h
speakers of other organizations
including a representative of the
I. W. W. spoke.

Stalinists Attack
R.W.L.

Stalinists were
just bursting with ‘“democracy”
as they organized a demonstra-
tion to welcome the boys from
Spain, who faught so valiantly to
preserve Spanish capitalist ‘“de-
mocracy.” This new demoqracy, is
a very special one it .o'nly
works for capitalists and stalinists
but revolutionists must not make
use of it...

Organized Stalinist squads at-
tempted to beat up several of the
girl members of the RWL who
were distributing issues of the
Fighting Worker dealing with
Spain. Not successful in their at-
tempts to destroy the literature
and morale of the comrades, th(;y
appealed to the police to stop it,

The Chicago

‘there new strikes developed. The

on the grounds that the paper was
against ‘“‘democracy’”’. The police,
well satisfied to let the stalinists
do their dirty work for them
refused to budge. It is worth
commenting on that one comrade,
even though thrown to the stone
floor, and mobbed by at least 6
stalinist strong arm hooligans,
didn’t call the police to fight
against workers.

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
JANUARY ISSUE

0
Pre Revolutionary Crisis in
France

The Internal Crisis and Class!
Relations in the U. S.

Munich and the October

Revolution

Documents from Europe and

Australia

Claridad Proletaria

January Issue

0]

Thtoretical Organ of the
Revolutionary Workers League,

In Spanish

0

— Centrist Program of
Trotskyites

— Revolutionary Defeatism

- Communism or Fasc?s@k
in France

De spite the heroic response of
over a million workers in the one
day General Strike of the French
workng class against the Daladier
decrees increasing hours, inflating
the currency, etc., the strike was
viciously smashed by Daladier’s
Mobile Guard and Navy. After the
strike hundreds of thousands of
workers were dismissed from their
jobs for their militancy. Here and

Navy was called in, and it com-
pleted the strikebreaking job of
the Mobile Guard.

Again for the third or fourth
time since the working class rout-

ed the Fascists after February
6th, 1934, France faces a pre-
revolutionary situation. Only one
of two forces can be successful in
the present conflict, eith(_ar ’the
open dictatorship of capitalism-
Fascism, or the successful prole-
tarian revolution, Communism.

BONAPARTISM IN FRANCE

M. Daladier plays only a tran-

i still further.

sitorv role. a Bonapartist dictator
who by his open anti-working,
class measures prepares the way |
for Fascism. He is the French!
equivalent of Herr Bruening, Von |
Schleicher, and Von Papen, wl}oi
prepared the way for Hitler in’
1923. He delivers a dozen blows'
against the workine ~lass-emach-|
ing its strikes, lowering its wages.
threatening to suppress its Parties|
and later its Unions — and then;
delivers one meek blow or threat
at the extreme right in order to

The French Hitler — whether

it be De La Rocque, Doriot, or
some other butcher — finds it
difficult to gain power. The

French working class has fought
back with remarkable heroism.
Unfortunately its leaders have
betrayed it at every step.

The People’s Front has sapped
the energy of the French masses.
It helped liquidate the sit-down
strikes of 1936. It stopped the
workers from using the sit-down
tactic in the present strikes. It has
only one answer to the present
situation — Parliament, Instead
of really organizing the strike,
most of the CGT leaders
Stalinist, Socialist, and Jouhaux—

called on the workers to be peace-
ful, and called the strike off
almost before it had begun. In-

stead of developing the strike with
revolutionary perspectives against
capitalism, against the whole
capitalist state, the People’s Front
STILL tells the working class to
depend on the capitalist Parlia-
ment.

PEOPLES FRONT COLLAPSES

But despite all of the treache-
ries, of the People’s Front, the
Frnch capitalists at least for the
time being no longer have need of
it. The militancy of the workers
has been dissipated to the point
where a more open and brutal —
and more profitable — puppet can
be placed in power to pave the
way for Fascism.

The Stalinists and Socialists
who betrayed the working class,
who ordered them into the im-
perialist army, who raised the war
budgets, who helped the continued
oppression of the colonial masses,
in order to achieve a “Franco-
Soviet” Pact, have now seen that
Pact tossed into the discard. The
People’s Front itself has been
destroyed. Nevertheless t he s e
lackeys of the capitalists still tell
the working class to depend on

i bourgeois Parliament — which is

the capitalist state — Parliament.

In Austria in 1934, while

Dolfuss’ Heimwehr was already
shooting workers in the streets,
Otto Bauer, Austrian Socialist
leader was trying to negotiate
with Dolfuss, to make a deal. The
French reformists are playing the
same role. While Daladier was
calling out the Mobile Guard
againsts the strikers, Jouhaux
and the rest tried vainly to gain

some compromise w it h the
government.
COMMUNISM OR FASCISM
The economic situation in

France must continue to grow
worse. The capitulation of France
and ) England to Germany at
Mumch cuts deeply into French
Investments and trade in central

! Europe. By raising the armaments

budget the ecrisis is sharpened

The French workers are not
defeated vet by a long shot.
chtory is still within their reach
if only they strike out on an in-
dependent line, if only they can
build a new Communist Party in
France, a new Communist Fourth
Internationalist Party.

Thg immediate road ahead lies
not in placing any faith on

itself being discarded by the
bourgeoisie — but

out of the various strike actions
Committees of Action, in organiz-
ing in each factory Factory Com-
mittees democratically elected by
all the workers in the Factory,
Union and non-union alike. The
Committees of Action must be
composed of actual delegates
from the various factories, not
merely from the trade unions,
which are controlled by the
burocrats.

NEED PARTY AND SOVIETS

The present period is one in
which the Fascists are fighting
desperately for the support of the
middle classes. and the oppressed
colonial peoples. With a correct

program the Communists — or-
ganized in a new Communist
Party — can easily win the sup-

port of the small shopkeepers, the
peasants, the oppressed masses in
the colonies.

The working class must fight in
France today for the elimination
of the debt of the French farmers,
for government subsidies to the
farmers to help market their
goods, to be administered by
Farmers Committees. The work-
ing class must penetrate into the
farm areas and help organize

Workers and Farmers Committees
of Action (Soviets), to take over
the land from the large land-:

socialization of the land. :

The People’s Front shut its eye
completely to the oppressed
colonials. It permitted the most
disgraceful exploitation of - the
colonies. It offered them nothing,
The Revolutions extend to tht
colonial masses the right of self-
determination, and call on the
colonial proletariat to organize a
struggle for a Workers and
Peasants Government—a Dicata-
torship of the Proletariat — in
the colonies.

The urban lower middle class
can be won to the side of the
working class by a resolute
struggle against the system which
constantly pauperizes the middle
class, which bankrupts it and
crushes it to the wall

AGAIN A PARTY

With a Revolutionary Marx-
ian Party in France, victory can
be gained. The Key, the nub of
the problem, is the organization of
such a Party. Revolutionists in all
countries must aid in its establish-
meént — a section of the Com-
munist (4) International. Such a
Party in France will be able to
turn the tide in Spain and aid the
Marxian elements in the Soviet
Union in getting rid of Stalinism.
Such a Party IN FRANCE will
contribute enormously to the es-
tablishment of a Union of

in organizng nwners, to take steps towards the Socialist Republics of Europe.

U.S., Britain Use Nazi Pogroms To

Gain Support For War Plans

The vicious pogroms unleashed

by Fascism in Germany and cen-!

tral Europe is-a further. sign of
the decay of capitalism in general
and German economy under ‘“or-
ganized starvation” in particular.
The ‘“Peace” of Munich not only
aggravated the situation for the
Anglo-French imperialists, but
also accelerated the general pres-
sure of Fascism in its .vain at-
tempt to solve its contradictions.
At the expense of part of its
economy, the Jewish petty-
bourgeoisie, the Fascists hope to
release some of the unbearable
pressure within German economy.

The United States and the other
“democratic” imperialist nations
are utilizing the Fascist pogroms
against the Jews to line up their
own workers and middle class for
more armaments. At the same
time they give lip service to the
needs of the persecuted Jews. Yet,
not one of these powers will carry
out any practical solution for the
Jews in Central Europe. They
speak of allowing them to settle
in the colonies. They are attempt-
ing to organize another “Pales-
tine” and use the Jews for their
domination of the colonies.

ONLY RICH AIDED

Of the five hundred thousand
Jews in Germany the ‘‘democ-
ratic” imperialists will only take
those few who are fortunate
enough, in spite of the Hitler
decrees, to have some money left.
This condemns the majority of
the Jewish workers, as well as the
expropriated J e wish petty-
bourgeoisie, to a living hell under
Fascism.

The Stalinists try to cover up
their betrayal of the workers, and

their anti-Semitic policy by claim- |

ing that they cannot take the
German Jews into the Soviet
Union because they are ALL petty
bourgeois. This is a case where
the Stalinists take a lie of the
“democrats’ and build another
story on it. The Stalinist Anti-
Semitic policy is nothing new. In
the first Arabian landowner and
bourgeois pogroms against the
Jews in Palestine, instead of
fighting against British Imperi-

be
‘ States to organize

alism and Zionism, and against the
Arabian exploiters, and calling
for the unity of the Jewish and
Arabian workers and oppressed
masses against all exploiters, the
Stalinists capitula t e d to the
Arabian exploiters. In Biro Bidjan
they have made a mockery of
Lenin’s policy, and the Stalinists
now use the term Trotskyism to
cover their Anti-Semitic drive as
well as their drive against any and
all who oppose them.

REVOLUTION ONLY REAL
SOLUTION

The solution of the Jewish
question cannot be had wunder
capitalism. The decay of
capitalism will make conditions
far worse for the Jews and other
minorities, not to speak of the
workers, Liberals in developing
capitalism had hoped that the
Jews would be assimilated. The
decline of capitalism has closed
this door.

Only the proletarian revolution
and the path toward a classless
society holds a solution to the!
Jewish question. The main steps
necessary to help the oppressed
Jewish masses is for the Jewish
and non-Jewish workers to carry
on the day to day CLASS
STRUGGULZE against CA-
PITALISM.

We demand that the United
States Government be forced to
open the doors to the oppressed
Jewish masses and other minor-
ities of Germany and Central
Europe.

Above all practical steps must

taken here in the United
Workers De-
fense Squads that will act as
{lying squads to take up the de-
fense of the Working Class and
oppressed masses against any and
every meeting the Fascists at-
tempt to organize. Don’t look to
the police as the Social Democ-
rats did in Germany. Rely only
upon the organized might of the
working class.

FOR A WORKERS
COUNCIL GOVERNMENT

‘mittee

LIMA
CONFERENCE

{(Continued from Page 1

FIGHT ON EXPROPRIATIONS

Mexico is endeavoring to have
Lima legalize its expropriation
policy. Albert Cruchago of Chile
has presented a resolution which
if carried would legalize Mexico’s
latest actions, but the United
States delegates have already seen
to it that they have a majority on
the committee and in the con-
ference will put ' through some-
thing suitable for American im-
perialism.

The United States not only con-
trols the most important com-
and has its chairman
through the Brazilian represen-
tative, but also has placed
Diogenes Escalante, the Venezuel-
an minister to Washington, as
Chairman of the second most im-
portant committee, the com-
mittee on Economics.

After the conference is com-
pleted our press will give a detail-
ed analysis of the Lima con-
ference and its relation to the
needs of the workers and peasants
in Latin America.

MUNICH«PEACE »

(Continued from page 1)

The Imperialist ‘Peace” at
Munich is really the sharpening of
the class war against the working
class. To carry out his “barter”
trade plans, Hitler must raise the
hours of his workmen to 60, or
more per week. To carry out his
rearmament plans, Daladier must
not only raise prices, inflate the
currency, but raise hours as well.
The working class cannot answer
this sharpened class war with the
class peace advocated by its
Jouhaux, Cachins, Stalins, Brow-
ders, Vanderveldes and Blums.
Fight the imperialist war plans!
Fight against the French Decree
Rule! Fight the Roosevelt M Day
Plans! There lies the road to
Peace.

Send all contributions to the
THE NEGRETE DEFENSE
1904 W. Division Street
Chicago, Ill.
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Lewis CIO Control

Means more
Sell-outs

The Committee for Industrial
Organization is now the Congress
for Industrial Organization. The
change is more than one in name.
it has
outgrown its diaper stage, that
henceforth it will deal much more
‘sternly with sit-down strikers,
with militant workers everywhere.
Instead of a somewhat loose or-
ganizational form in which the
workers were able to- push
militant action such as the auto
strikes of 1937, the new set up is
dominated — literally controlled
— by three men, Lewis, Hillman,
and Murray, and of these three
Lewis is practically a law unte
himself.

Of the 42 men on the Executive
Committee which will meet only
twice a year to pass on Lewis’
acts, the votes of the above three
burocrats is sufficient to overrule
the votes of the other 39. Each
man casts a vote for the number
of members in his union. Thus
the combined membership of the
Mine. Steel, Textile and Garment
workers, which these three con-
trol, is enough to assure a major-
ity.

The new burocracy makes the
AFL burocrats look like pikers.
Lewis can “investigate’” any union

at will. His decision is binding on
all subsidiary wunions. He can
betray any strike, as he has

hundreds of times in the past.
SOLIDIFY BUROCRACY

The ‘“‘progressive” CIO refused
at this convention to guarantee

. memhbership to members of revo-

lutionary political organizations.
The one protest—by the Stalinist
Harry Bridges -— against this
“oversight”’ was met with some
powerful bulldozing by Chairman
Lewis.

The Constitution of the CIO
pledges to uphold the American
property system, doesn’t say a
word about strikes, stresse in-
stead collective bargaining and
dependence on government aid. It
thus puts the stamp of approval
on the class collaboration policy
by which Lewis, Martin, Hillman
(and Dubinsky in his time) sold
out and wore down every militant
struggle of the past two years.

Hanging over the Convention
was the request b y President
Roosevelt for “unity” with the A.
F. of L. Despite the fact that the
CIO was organized on a ‘‘perma-
ment’”’ basis at Pittsburgh pros-
pects for unity with the AFL are
by no means closed especially
with the Administration continu-
ing its pressure for such a unity.
The new burocracy of the CIO
merely means that Lewis has con-
solidated his position for a bid for
leadership of any such unified
organizaton.

One of the most important as-
pects of the CIO convention was
the open jingo spirit put forward
by Lewis and Hillman and the
other Roosevelt imperialist stoog-
es. Within the A. F. of L. and the
CIO the capitalists are preparing
the workers long in advance for
the coming imperialist war, a
struggle for the redivision of the
earth in which the United States
will play one of the major roles.

The RWL stands for the unifi-
catior. of the trade union move-
ment upon the basis of a class
struggle program and industrial
unions, against the capitalists and
their labor agents within the trade
unions.

Subscribe to the
Fightina Worker

in Chicago and other large in-
dustrial centers and the increased
wave of pogroms and anti-
Semitism in Europe has brought
forth a healthy counter action in
the workers ranks in spite of the
Stalinist attempts to
action against Fascism to
channels.

Four meetings organized by
Silver Shirt groups and the Nazi
Bund in workers neighborhoods in
Chicago have been broken up by
the spontaneous action of work-
ers. - There is no doubt that much

of the activity has been conducted
by Jewish workers who more than

The increased activity of the
Fascists and reactionary elements

confine
legal

Chicago Squads Smash Fascist Meetings

others realize the real danger of
Fascism. Groups of cab drivers,
other workers, students, social
club members, who brought with
them semi-hoodlums made quick
work of these meetings. The
Stalinists present tried to stop the
workers from breaking up these

Fascist meeting; but last summer|

the Stalinists tried to organize
pool hall boys to break up RWL;
SLP; and IWW meetings.

So far, when these cases have
been brought to court the judge
has dismissed the charges against
the anti-Fascists. But one Judge
has already warned those arrest-
ed, that if they are against un-
American activity, they should
also see that Communism does not
spread as well as Fascism.

Because the anti-Fascist forces
are not under the ideological in-

fluence of the Marxists,
because they already have

hoodlum elements with t h e m,
there is a danger, in their reaction
against the false Stalinist line, of
becoming prey to a few big shot
Jewish politicians in the
Nash machine, and their education
under this influence will make
some of them anti-working class
and later Fascists forces.

This healthy reaction in the
working class against Fascism and
against the pacifist policy of the
Stalinist must be developed out of
its present channel where
capitalist politicians and hoodlums
can use the movement. It must
be placed upon a working class
program, of WORKERS DE-
FENSE SQUARDS with the work-
ers organizations taking an active
part. Revolutionists must push
these committee of defense to be
used for all workers defense:
against Fascism, in strikes, and to
defend workers’ meetings, ete.

THE DEMOCRATIC

FRONT IS A CLOAK FOR SOCIAL PATRIOTISM

Stockyard Truce
Aids Companies

Chicago — The 14 day strike
of the 600 Union Stockyard work-
ers has resulted in a few gains for

the workers despite the sellout
policies of the C. I. O. leaders.

The strike demands were for the
40 hour week, 62%c minimum

wage, time and a half for over-
time, the closed shop and the
check-off system. The refusal of
the packing-house workers to
handle shipments thru the struck
stock yard put the strikers in a
strong position but the wunion
leaders settled for recognition as
the sole bargaining agency with
an agreement to negotiate wage
and hour demands and draw up a
written contract after the men
went back to work. At no time
was an attempt made to extend
the strike.

The inclusion of the demand
for the check-off system helped to
alienate the AF of I. workers in
the yards and weakened the
strike. It put the AF of L work-
ers in the position of either help-
ing the CIO collect from them

walking thru the picket line.
Despite this, the AF of L leaders
were able to muster only 40 men
who would report for work
although they claimed to have
half the stock yard workers in
their local.

The militancy of the strikers
| was indicated by the action taken
when the settlement was voted.

dues they did not want to pay or’

voted to reserve the right to strike
if a contract were not signed in
ten days and also voted not to
work with men who did not join
the union within ten days. How-
ever, the agreement to return to
work before negotiations has
weakened the workers. What must
be done now is to cement unity on
a class struggle basis between the
CIO workers and AF of L work-
ers and develop a leadership which
will fight consistently and boldly "
for the workers rights.

6th Plenum Extends
League Activity

|

The sixth plenum of the Central
Committee of the Revolutionary
Workers League was held inJ
Cleveland over the Thanksgiving
week-end. After a long a-genda
the Plenum made provisions for
the third national convention of
the League to be held in Chicago.
Following the Plenum the
Political Committee was given two
months to prepare and publish the
documents for the convention so
that there can be a period after

that of not less than two months
for discussion by the membership.

On the agenda were such points
as the general European war
situation; the U. S. role in the
world crisis; the crisis in France;
the crisis and class relations in the
United States; Spain and the
question of defense of comrade
Negrete held by the Loyalist

The meeting, attended by about

400 of the workers

involved,other questions.

government; and a number of
The documents

Ferrero

The Stay of Vincent Ferrero
was up on December 6th. On the
ninth a letter was received com-
manding him to report at two
o’clock on Dec. 13th to sail on the

and
some

Kelly-

LAND OF
THE FREE

PASS THE COLLECTION
PLATE PLEASE!

61 Americans reported incomes
over one million dollars last year..
Trinity Episcopal Church in N. Y.
is suing its rent collector for 7
millions that haven’t been -ae-
counted for... John D. Rockefeller
left 27,733 shares of worthless
silver mining stock. Wonder how

many he was able to sell?...
General Motors very humanely

restored the 309 pay cuts to men
getting more than $50,000.00 a
year salary... To keep them off
relief we suppose... Republican
senators and representatives-elect
celebrated their victory at the
polls with a $10.00 a plate dinner.
Jv7 fend prices still going upl...
IN THE GOOD OLD U. S. A.

Half the people of the South
have incomes of less than $300 a
vear, and the average income is
$314.00 a year. Just enough for
30 dinners Republican style...
Learners in the Valparaiso Ho-
< 'ery Mills. in Florida, receive no
pay while learning how to run the
m:chinery. . The company sees
that it takes 10 to 12 weeks to
learn... There’s profit in them
thar mills!.. The U. S. Treasury
debt is now $303.00 for every
man, woman and child in the
country...

JEFFERSON ESTABLISHED A
DEMOCRACY OH!

A school teacher in Indiana was
Jdismisscd te ause he Pead to the
class excerpts from a modern
history of the U. S. A. and quoted
sections of a Dbest sellenovel..
Nebraska boss rule has succeeded
in passing anti-picketing laws, and
‘arresting peaceful picketeers
wholesale; armed hooligans and
scabs are on the state vroll of
honor... C. C. Davis of the Federal
Reserve System says ‘“‘“We have
millions of unemployed; we have
the greatest endowment of natu-
ral and mechanical resources
known to the world, and we have
the monetary basis for an expan-
sion of productive activity far
greater than heretofore existed”.
Coming from him it is sound eco-
nomics. Coming from a Revolutio-
nary it becomes un American
subversive propaganda... Yoo,
Hoo, Dies Committee!

FACTS AND FINANCES OF

Rex next day. Since Ferrero was

‘not in New York then this was

not possible. The committee is
sending out letters and telegrams
to individuals and organizations

to protest once more against this
outrage against right of asylum.

The Committee must begin a
wide campaign of picketing and
protest meetings to protest this
outrage.

on these questions are being
published in the December,
January, and February issues of
the Fourth International, the-
oretical organ of the League.

FULL PRINCIPLED AGREE-
MENT

The Plenum noted that there
were no fundamental or princi-
pled differences before it. The
entire set of documents intro-
duced by the Political Committee
carried.

Organizationally
laid down for more systematic
penetration into mass organiza-
tions, for improving the press, and
for a number of campaigns in-
cluding the intensification of the
campaign to free Negrete.

This was the first Plenum of
the League in Cleveland. - The
Cleveland comrades did a com-
mendable job in handling all the
arrangements.

plans were

LIFE

There were 29,400,300 families
in the U. S. in 1935-1936. The
range of incomes are as follows:
149 of all families recieved less
than $500. a year, 87% less than
$2,600. 29 received between
$5,000 and $10,000 per yearly in-
come, and less than 19 had in-
comes of $10,000 and over... In
simple language, 5,387 individuals
received more than twice as much
money as the total for 21% million
families — or about 10 million
people Seven-eights of the
| families in the richest country in
the world live on a scale consider-
ed below the Federal authorities’
figures for a minimum standard of
living...

Figures available from the
recent Syphilis campaign show
that relief clients, who have the
lowest income, rate the highest
percentage of infection, while the
percentage progressively decreas-
es as the amount of income in-
creases... Relief clients showed
13.99% infected. College and
school pupils showed 0.6% infect-
ed. The industrial tabulations
show that those working in the in-
dustries requiring hard physical
labor with small wages, showed
the largest percentage of syphi-
litic infection.

For a new COMMUNIST (4th)
| INTERNATIONAL.
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