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THE-STRUGGLE OVER OIL IN-MEXICD -

ihe cxpropriation of the Anglo-American 0il properties by the Mex-
ican government reveals the deep ferment in the working class in
Latin amepica, Oil has always been one of the key sommodities of
dispute among the imperialists. Above all between the British
Dutch Shell and the smerican Standard 0il Company. These two pPow=
ers and their governments have fought battles all over the ecarth
for this Dblack gold. In the Mexican oil struggle the same cone
flict proceeds regardless of the surface manifestations, Oil is
one of the two basic¢ industries of Mexico.

)

THE CARDENAS GOVERNMENT

In essence there is no difference between the former Calles gove
ernment and the present Cardenas government. The difference is
due to the degree of CLASS PRESSURE and the need of a more "left"
government to hold in check the workers and oppressed masses. In
1925 Calles, as a "left" gesture, threutened to give the Light and
Tower works of usexico City to the workers. These were British
owned. In the same ycar, GCalles broke the railroad strikc, The
railroads were owned by the horgan interests,

Likewise in 1936, Cardenas made the Light and Fower interests
yield to the workers! demands, while he broke the reilrosd strike.
The snglo-american conflict in liexico in thesc cases was concealed
behind this "radical" action. It must be remembered that in 1937

Cardenas broke the Ponza Rica 0il strike ~ fields controlled by
Standard Qil,

Calles and his 1labor agent, Morones, now residing in the United
States, continue a8 representatives of a powerful group of amcrica-
an Imperialists; while Cardenas and his labor agent, Lombardo. Tol-
edano, represent another powerful United Statcs group, and as such
are in the main puppets of american Imperialism. The lexican
bourgeoisic, sccking to advance its own intercstis, can do so only
through serving the intcrests of its imperialist masters. 1In this
scnsce, (ardenas represents the rising "democratic! iexican bourge-
oisie. The deep crisis and class relations at the same time force
Cardenas to TDbroaden his base and rest upon layers of the workers
and pcasants while serving these masters. This is no different in
content from the methods of a Blum or a Caballuro.

THE OIL EXPROFRIATIONS

The expropriations developed out of the rofusal of the ANZLO ~alET =
ican companies to recognize the sexican government's decisions in
the disputes between the compunies and the workers, It was not
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primarily & question of "workers rights", even thoupgh Wils enteral
into the dispute; rather it was an impasse the cugn%ry freced with
the deepening crisis and pressure from the proletariat.

British interests have been constantly improving their holdings
and tapping oil, while American interests, facing an overoroduc-
tion at home, were to a large extent able to hold 1n reserve their
Mexican Qil. Washington is aatisfied with a promise to pay the o~
riginal investments, while London, for the first time since 1917,
sends in direct protests to hiexico, This fact reflecis thre econo-
mic difference Dbetween the two imperiaiisms, The threat to cut
off the silver purchase, which in reality is w subsidy to dexico
by the Roosevelt government, and then the Y"understanding' whereby
the Treasury ocontinues to purchase silver, point to the backe
stage dealings and indicate that Uncle Sum does not expect to lose
in the long rum - but, rather, to gain.

Tne sSilver subsidy of Uncle Sam's part must not be understood to
be an act of charity or love., On the contrary, it was an atteapt
to bolster up a tottering structure for feur of Communism or an
unfriendly dictatorship in ifexico. This wethod of fighting ag-
ainst a social revolution, Roosevelt's "good neighbor" policy, is
cheaper than the big stick policy. The latter can alwuys be used
as a last resord.

MAXICO AND THE YDEMOCRATICY" IMPERIALISTS

The expropriation of the oil wells by sexico from two of the "dem-
ocratic® imperialist countries was accompanied with a stutement
that wexico would not sell its oil to "fascist! capitalists. How-
ever, if the United States und England do not buy the mnjor purt, -
bexico, to survive, mugt sell to Germany, Italy uand Japoan. In u
round about way that is actually what is taking place. :

MBXICO AND THE JORKING CLASS ORGANIZATIONS

The conditions in Mexic o have for many years demanded extreme mea-
sures to keep the workers and peasunts in line if the exploiters
desired to tetain state control. This they d4id, especially
through the Cardenas government, by a very "libersl® lobor and
peasant policy. It did not represnet anythring thrown from the
Gods wbove to the exploited below; roather it reprerented ihe wost
effective method of holding in check and disorienting the rising
consciousness of the worxers and peasanis. To accomplish this, as
is the case in Zurpoe and the world over, they needed capable lab-
or agents in the ranks of the workers to do their bidding. The
Stalinists have done well in this respect. The majority of those
numbskull liberals who term themselves “harxists® have praised the
labor wnd peasunt policy of Cardenas. This policy is nothing less
than a social-reforuist position as o0ld as kuropean “laubor" polit-
ics, only dressed in proper aexican costume,
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John L. Lewis as a "left" bourgeois reformer is far to the right
of the needs in Mexico, just as Green is far to the right of the
exploiters! needs in the United States. Lewis sent a wire “cong-
ratulating" the trade unions of Mexico in their position on expro-
priation ~ a telegram that was out and out class collaboration be-
tween the explbiters' governmnent and the working class. The Sec-

ond International yellow trade unions wrote & much more clever tel
egram of Ysupporth,

THE POSITIONS OF THE POLITICAL ORGAJIZATIONS

The line of the Stalinists and Socialists to.support “democratic”
- exploiters' STATES was expressed again by their action in the uex-
ican o0il expropriations. The Trotskyites have gone far Ybeyond
their past capitulations. Their suppord of the Spanish exploiters
STATE through '"material aid ‘and political critisgism®, and th-
eir support of the Chinese exploiters!' STATE through “support of
Chiang Xai 3hek's fight against Japanése Imperialism", is cast a-
side for an open, brazen support of the Cardemas government- that
is, support of a puppet governuent of American Imperialism.

Jim Cannon and Max Shachtman, leaders of the U.S. Trotskyites, is-
sued a statement on the question which in part reads as follows:
(Socialist Appeal, april 2, 1938).

"Our brief visit as tourists to beautiful and hospitable mexico
has been made doubly pleasant by the announcemnt of this govern*
mental action taken in the interests of the toiling people.”
GOVERNMENTAL ACTION IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOILING PEOPLE # ? ? ? ¢

"e Thave no doubt that the decree issued in regard to the for-
eign o0il companies will engender a campaign of agitation and mis~
representation against the government.® AGAINST THE GOVERNUMENT? ? ?

“"That in our opinion is all the more reason for the workers of
the United States to come out in support of the Mexican Govern-
ment's action.® SUPPORT OF THE #4EXICAN GOVERNMENT'S ACTION? ? ? 2 °?

This is a complete capitulation to a puppet governuent of Ancrioan
imperialism, 1t is a revision eof Marxism on the state, on the co-
lonial question, and & false presentation of the FACTS. Cardenas
did not expropriate the oil wells in the INTERESTS OF THE TOILING
PEOPIE. The Mexigan government did not deliver any blows aguinst
American imperialism; rather the objective conditions and facts
Prove that these were blows against British Imperialism - and in
the end American Imperisalism will obtain the Lions share of the
spoils.
CARDENAS A PUPPET OF AMERICAN YuMPERIALISMK

The support of the Mexican government is the support of a puppet
of American imperialism. Bxpropriations are nothing new under ca-
pitalism. The <form of expropriatisn depends upon the stage of

class struggle. EBEveryone knows that in the United States wWhere &



... 7

TOURTH SR P IRTEENATI ONaAT,

social revolution is not on the order of the day, some of the more
farsighted and staunch defenders of the capitalist system advocate
the expropriation of rail-roads, of the coal mines, and of other
8ick industries: expropriation by the state with compensation,
not expropriation a la the proletarian revolution. These proposed
government ownership measures are TO SAVE THE CAPITALIST SYSTEW,
not to destroy it.

In lexicoy the c¢lass relations are far to the left- there is a
danger of a rapid development toward & show-down between Gommun;am
and Fascism « to a social revolution ~ if the silver subsidy is
.cut off, if Cardenas fails to guide the "capitalist ship of state"
- through the storms. There, it was not a matter of talk about a
few government ownership projects to save capitalism - action had
to be taken, signifying greater weakness.

.. SPECTIVE OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM

‘British imperialism, as well as others, has bseen pursuing a policy
of obtuining oil  from those wells far from her militury base in
tines of peace and conserving as much oil as possible near her milw
itary strongholds. Latin america is one such pluce., %When the
lmperislist war is deciated it will be difficult for England to
keep the Atlantic open and exploit the Latin american fields. If
Uncle Sam is on the other side of the struggle it way be entirely
out of the question.

On the other hand, today the "short range® needs of the ameriocan
0il interests; in order to KEEP UP FROFITS, leuads to curtailing
production in the home fields. This restriction of production
runs parallel to the long range policy aml needs of Americen impuw
rialiasm, The more oil they cuin conserve in america's buck yard -~
the whole of Latin Amerdca - the better it fits into the impcriale-
ist policy of the United States agninst Grect Britain und other

imperialists.:

For the sake of argument let us assume that the United Stutes, ine
stead of having surplus which demands curtailment, had an actuul
shortage of oil in the States = and then Mexico "expropriated” the
0il wells. The United States would have sung a different song and
the wells wouid be back in her posession in duec course. But

we may add that the American imperialists will still not only ret-
ain the upper hand in Mexican vil, but had a hand in the deuwl from

the very beginning. .

It is the thrent of the struggle between Communism and Fascism on

the one hand, ard the struggle of the anglo-Amerdcun o0il interests

on the other hand, that explains the oil struggle in Mexico. The

Stalinists, Socidists and Trotskyites have fallen into the tr.p

of supporting one group of imperialists ag.inst the other. They

do not explain this conflict t 'the workers nor org.nize the work-
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grg for IMDLFRNDINT ~CTICHN. Rather they tell the workers to sup-
port ¢ copitllist STaTw. Theve con be no taik of IWDAPEHNDENT WORe
KING CLaso aCTION, let wlone ths independence of the r evolution xy
surxion orgonization, when "leuders" tell the workers te support a
coplitlist 3TaThn, aANY epitalist stute.

In the coloniul .nd semi-coleni.l countrics, on the basis of the
politic.l and orgunizutional independence of the vungu.rd porty to
agsure the indepeudént action of the working cluss, it is correct
to curry on parallel, and uader specific conditions, joint action
with "allies" in these countries: peasont forces @8 well us
sections of the "democratic" n.tioncl bourgeoisie. But this ue
nited wetion, wihich never pusses beyond the stwge of "marchh separe
ately and strike together', at ne time is a2 policy of SUP.ORT OF
THE NaTILOHali CaPITLIST STATus. ‘

The expropriation of British ond americen o0il holdings cunbe used
by the workers nd pens.nts of mexico wg & step forward if they
work on the sbove independent line. Their independent ciuss Pres-
surc, under the lecdership of & marxicn org.unization which ex-
pleins  these moves to the workers of North ml Souta americ.:, cion
become o revolutionary centor of opposition to american imperinle
ism and «ll of its L.utin americun puppet govermments. The worxers
in the U.3., must give support to the dexicun and latin aauric.n
workers in .ccomplishing thesce t.sks.

s

FIGHTING WORKER

JUNE JS5UE
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REVIEIONIEM AND BUROCRACY

Since the ris¢ of Stulinism in the Sovicet Union the question of
buroeracy wnd its relution to revisionism his been un import.nt
debated question in the lubor movement, «nd 5 o result the i .rxe-
ist position toduy is being challengsd by confused pcople more
thun over before, The woscow Tri:.ls am executions, .nd the new
defeuts of the proletarict in no way help to cl.rify this issuc.

WHAT 13 THE CAUSE OF BURQCRACY?

First let us take up the guestion of buroeracy in general w8 « de-
finite materisl condition of soclety and leter desl with revision
ism and burocraecy in o ¥erxiun org:nizetion. Burocracy is .. prode
uct of « clzss society, historienlly evolved through chittel sl.v-
ery, feudalism wund copit.lism. Bur crucy must not be confused
with normal centralization. Burocrucy is mn 2buse of power. Burw
ocruwcy a8 i growth within the superstructure, resting on the rule-
ing c¢luss 1ideology of bribery, corruption, etce, finds its roots
in the modes of production, of the exploitaution of m.n by man. But
within the suporstructurc its resl buckbone exists within the
st te. From the stalte, burocricy spreads to «wll avenucs of the
social org.nization.

BUHOCRACY AND THE WORIERS 3TaTh

With the overthrow of the rule of the exploiters and the estabe-
lishment of the rule of the former exploited n chunge takes place,
but by no means the complete disappesurance of burocr.cy, just us
the political ideology of the bowrgeoisiec is ty no mcons done way
with, The <bolition of the cupitulist modec of production is . big
step ‘toward the eliminction of the condition of burcer.cy, but
classss continue to exist, amd with the classes u st.te continucs
to exist, even though it is & new type of st.te. Withih this
cluss society und this stute, burocricy still finds & pluce .nd
Giun be fought agrinst und eliminated only by an exp.nding producte
ive force, by steps toward socinlism, by Steps th.t m.<c for the
elimination of classes .nd with it the eliwin:tion of the st.te.

Since the revolutionury lurxion Furty finds & burocrm.cy . m.terizl
foctor wround it under capitalisn and will find it ~s o c.rry-over
tnto truansition economy .nd under the wrkers! rule, the L..rxists
must const.ntly struggle .g.inst burocr.cy :nd its deve lopment,
The party with its democrutic centr.list structure :nd the st.te
with its dictatorial meisures ag.inst the fomer exploiters .nd
its democracy for the toilers b.sed on workers councilyg, is the
best politic.l .nd orgunizationul mowms und forms for this fight.
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REVISICKI&: AND BUROCRACY

- Any md every p.rty th.t h.s « progr.mth .t doee not represent the
interests of the working cl.ss must resort to Yurocruocy to defend
its ' positions. To put through its non-wo rkingeluss positions, in
the nume of the working cluss in so-c.lled workers' org.nizutions,
the leuwdership must resort to these measures. Likewilse, since the
perty of the prolet.ric.t dees not live in . vocuum, its progr.m is
ulso Bubject to the bourgeois pressure und refomist congepts.
This can only be fought .g.inst on w scientific progrum for the
workers' cluss intercsts. 4 uarxiun progruam is not sowmething sep-
arate  and  opart from the orgu.nizational aspects of the struggle,
it is not theory divorced from ACTION. 4 Larxiun progr.m includes
orgeniz:tion und action. This is whut secturi.ns .nd petiy-bourg-
eois ruzdic.ls c.unnot understand. Burocricy grows oniy us & result
of hidden or open non-iuurxi.n positions or program in o korxion
org.niz tion., A erxion progrum m.kes it possibie to fight off
such revisionisa .nd burocrucy, dbut is no guer.ntee agoinst them.

Presenting 48 an exumple the recvisionist concept of sociulism in
one country and the rise of Stzlinism md its buroer.cy, let us
present the inner rel.tioms of these forces. Revisionism und bure
ocracy both raised their hends in the Soviet Society wnd likewise
in the Commmnist Furty. This will be true .8 long us we hive o
clzes society und a stote, but warxists distinguish themseclves by
o duy to duy struggle .g.inst msuch revisionism wnd burocruacy. &
ho:lthy party ond  proleteriun stute developing tov.rd socinlism
czn  cust out this foreign element just like the he .lthy org.nizm
disposus of waste in its owm body.

But adverse conditions, such as the defe..ts of 1923 in Germany,
the ebb in the rewolutionury w.ive, the tempor.ry stabiizition of
c.pit.lism with the .id of the americ.n dollar, ond the 3.ncre;;x.§;e§
difficulties in b .ckw.rd Soviet Lconomy surrounded by world c.pit-
zlism, 1:id the .aTERIAL Bask for REVISIONISM TC DEVBLOY und mike
he wdy .y . The revisionists could not defund their position in the
party cgoinst the aarxists on the tusis of democratic centrolism,
.nd of nccessity hod to utilize umd develop burocrucy, h.d 1o open
the flood g.tes of the l.utent force. Burocrucy vas the organlzi-
tionsl form of revisionism, the other side of thc coin, ‘

Revisionist theories huve their meterisl basis, even though non-
..rxist concepts often Beem 1o emen.te from the minds of pettys
bourgeo is le.sents who try to remould -the movement to their own
lixing. mevislonism utillzes not only buroor.cy to further its
ends; under different conditions revisionism utilizes 3 mxn_“bglt
system of |lbourgeois democy.cy. It is no ~ccident that Stul inlsm
h.s 1led to Ihe now consiitution .nd forms of bourgeois depocr.cy.
5¢t.1iniem h.8 led to r.pid strides towurd bourgiois democrucy in
the Soviet Union, wnd on o world sc.le its parties now supported
reformist Dbourgeois democr.tiic me.sBures und parties. Buroorucy
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leading to bourgeois democrucy? No, revisionism utilizing two as-
pects of the sume process.

It is 1likewise no accident thut petty-bourgeois individuuls in
Smull ilarxion orgunizations, in their struggle ugeinst klarxism and
demoerutic central imm combine, &t one and the sume time, burocricy
aguinst their opponents and o demund for unlimited individual
rights, “Yinalienuble® rights, for themselves.

sarxists ocan eusily defend thelr position, their progrum, through
the procedure of democrutic¢ centrulism. But when warxists strug-
gle ag.inst Dourgeois democretic concepts in the organizution,
they ure culled by these petty-bourgeois individuals, bure.ucrats,
Buroerucy is used by the non-iurxists to defend wrd extend their
revisionist concepts. A8 durocracy develops, based upon & revis
sionist progruu, the burocracy in turn is trunsformed into « cause
of greater deviation.

The dynamics of the process of revisionism and burocracy, from its
inception within a dorxian orgunization to the tramsformution of
thot  orge.nization into & non-larxi.n orgmization tukes on the
following development: 4 neg.tive chunge in the objective condite
ions, ineluding difficulties of muintuining a ecollectiveleandership
giving revisionism (which is dormunt in the org.nization) a favow
rable base for GRO/TH. Revisionists must fesort to non-democratic
centralist methods to further their ends. They utilize burccr.icy
und bourgeois demoeracy as 2 vehiicle to further their ends.,

DEMOQCRATIC CENTRALIEM
CONMCRETIZED -

CONSTITUTION

NN

OF THE
REVOLUTIOMARY WORKERS LG,
/ /0 y 4’,‘}0?’\/‘1 DIVISION
Cril. , LL,

-
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TYOUTr MUST B8E SERVED™

tYouth mist be served," says the old saw. And this is one old
saying that the U. S. exploiting clasg is taking very seriously.
They are today making plans to make sure that the youth are served
to the hungry God of War, and on the altar of capitalist profits.
Because the profits are getting smaller, the capitalists must sac-
rifice 8all the more to the coming worla war in both material and
human resources. The net profits of 280 leading industrial corpo-
rations for the first quarter in 1938 was $100, 364,000 as compared
to $308,877,000 in the first quarter for 1937, The fact that the
net worth of the capital and surplus of these corporatioms ine
creased by almost 3500,000,000 ana the rate of anmual return de-
glined from 12% to 3TZ indicates that under the present set-up,

the finance caplitalists cannot invest their large amount of idle
capital profitably,

As 8 result of the present depresion, many aew millions have

become wunemployed. Youth from sixteen to twentyveflwe years

old, oonservatively estimated;, today make up about onerthird
of the unemployed armys A decisiwe 3section eof these youth

have never heen employed and afe also fo@ other reasons, the most
helpless of the unemployeds J¢ f2 these youth who roam the count-
ry, haunt the salvation army, take to erime, or just brood around,
their youthful hopes shattexed, thelr youthful energy allowed no
socially useful outlets, but directed inward instead, causing all
kinds of neuroses and mental acars.

The developments which make for war force the bourgeoisie te
slash into the living conditiong of the working class. The young-
er members of the working class, in the bouxgeois gcheme of things
have been created by the all-wise, Bternal, to break the unity of
the proletariat. In this case, too, the spproach of the bourgeois
government 1is philanthropic consideration of specific youth prob-
lems., Can the bourgeoise help it if the conditions of youth under
capitalism fit in with their mission of exploitation?

Thus it is that the Roosevelt government has created federal de-
partments which have done much regsearch in "exposing" the condi-
tions of youth, They have made some serious analyses of the prob-
lem for their purposes, They are emphasizing the fact that youth
are suffering because they, as a rule, lack vocational training.
Arthur L. Brandon, staff member of the American Youth Commission,
tells us in the "Vociational Guidance ¥agazine'of January 1938:
“A recent inquiry in Conecticut reveals that more than 73 per
cent of the unemnloyed youth, who were high school graduates were
not trained for any skilled trade, while 40 percent of these were

. not ready for any vocation, Likewise, in Minnesots 40 per cent of

the exploring group being inv-etigated by the Employment Stabiliza-
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cent of the unemployed youth, who were high school graduates were
not trained for any skilled trade, while 40 per cent were not rea-
dy for 6 any vocation. Likewise, in Minnesota 40 per cent of the
bxploring group! Yeing investigated by the Employment Stabiliza-
tion Research Institute were without jobs because of inadeguate
preparation.™ \

In the Journal of Fducation Society of April 19.8, another repres-
entative of the Roosevelt adminsitration, Roswell Ward gf the Div-
ision of (Quidance and DPlacement, National Youth Administration,
bears out the Marxian contention of many years standing, that ¢ap-
italist education is disgracefully one-sided, and of little value
for life itself, Marxists have for yea s insisted that the acade-
mic traiming, to be of interest and of value, must be applied in
social practice as a part of the educational curriculum. But Mr.
Ward cannot see it in just that Light, He sees it from the need of
thé boutgecisie tp limit education, and to use this need to corral
the youth for the purpose of smashing labor solidarity and organiza-
tion. Thus twe birds are killed with onestone.

A few months ago, Mr, Johnson, Superintendent of the Chicago
schools, conceived the idea that teachers and princmpgls should

- give "advice" to working class students to forget academic courses
and to switech oaver to vocational trainirg courses. After tlke
course, which saves money because the pupils need not remain 1in
school 80 long, the achool would get employment for the pupils,
The plan was obvious even to Fitzpatrick, reactionmary leader of
the Chicaga Federation of Labor. The Chicago Board of Education
intended to use these youth under their control to smash the buil-
ding -trades and other unions, especially the AFL craft wunions,
The COFL objected but after some conferences agreed to a modified
form of the plan. The Young Workers League did not objeot
t0 the vocational gtraining bdut agitated gefor a combination of
atademic and vocatigkal training which alone 1ld fit the student
for social existence., The Chicago bourgeois agents were clumsy,
and pressure in which the Young Workers League was a strong factor
caused a retreat, ‘ ‘

But 1t 18 not alone the rotten Kelly-Nash machine of Chicago that
has such lovely plans to serve youth on the altar of profits. O~

thers, however, are cleverer about it, and have better chances of

success. Indealing with this subject, Ward of the I'VA, stated:

“Therefore, Jjust to arraign the schools and say they had been too
preoccupied with cultural objectives, and with expansion to
meet the tremendousg demands for more high-schooland college educ-
atbon 1s not enough. The leaders of education are slowly becoming
aware cf these things. [The oritics on the outside will do better
to Dback up their effoxts to reform themselves by preparing ybuth
and public opinion to agcept these reforms voluntarily and with
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Comp;e?e undergtanding rather than as an apparent coercive effort
to limit academic opportunity,” {Our emphasis) ,

We begin to see why Roosevelt befriended the youth with his NYA.

Further:

"Another governmental activity is the guidance program of the NYA
which is supervised by Dr, Mary H.3. Hayes, It 1s highly decent-
ralized, ™dut it 1is focussed on the need for more emphasis en
skllled and semi-skilled occupations, It has educated many youth
away from "white collar" delusions of their parents, their former
teachers, and the general publicCe.eed’t '

once agnrin: ,

"The proponents of a desperately needed program of enlarged voca-
tional training sometimes do not realize that in the hackground is
the financially necessary corollary of a limitation on entrance teo
academic high schools, Are they certain that our skills in indive
idual judgment of student achievements are adequate for us to face
the responsibility of assuming ap authoritative role, far beycnd
that yet exerted in our schools, and flatly tell many studentas
that their chances for succegs are bhetter in vecational schools,”

The liberal Roosevelt is planning & "Johnson Plan™ on a national
scale. The muche~=-lauded NYA, that pride and joy of the American
Youth Congress, who would improve it by the American Youth Act,
is an attempt to divide and »ule labor, The RWL and YWL have con~-
sistently opposed the FYA or any attempt to create separate you-
th relief and employment setups, These can only lead if successful
to a strugpgle between youth and adults for jobs, and for relief.
The NYA must be smashed. 3ut the proletariat must struggle for
the demands of youth, The progreassive class must lead a struggle
against the CCC and its militarization of youths The youth must
be given relief directly, as individuals, Reforestration, etc.
mist be done under trade union conditions, and youth must be orga-
nized into unions and unemployed organizations. Relief and em-
ployment must be handled by a single relief set-up, under control
of the workers, which can Yeal with the specific youth problems
through departments. The proletariab must struggle for an educa-
tional system to combine academic and vocational training under
the control of the trade union movement, 3RBut this, as experieénce
has showm, can be done only under revolutionary leadership.
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THE ROAD TO THE FOURTH INTER-
NATIOMAL

T» the members and delegates of the L.R.¥.P. Convention:

¥You have come together to dcliberate on program and policy to ma~
ke possible growth so you can be more effective in the struggleto
over throw capitalism. If you adopt a non-iarxian position on fu-
ndamental guestions whiech confront the movement and the class to-
day you will be unable to play this desired role. 'Je of the Reve
olutionary Workers League have read and considered your Conventio
documents, and have found differences on many points, some of se-
condary importance, others life and death matters of a revoluti-
onary organization. Ve want to call your attention especially to
a few of the most important of these questions.

HOW TC FIGHT STALINISW

In your documents dealing with the Road to the 4th International,
many correct assertions are made, but interwven with these corr-
ect positions are positions which negate the very essence of the
building of Marxian Farties und the 4th International.

The 4th International, like the 3rd International of the past can
be built only by a4 continual prooess of differentiation andi dumc-
reation of the arxists from the centrists and rcformists.It must
be established on a MaRXIAN progrem and by an imnlocuble siruggle
of the Merxists ageinst centrist wnd meformist organizaticns ond
forces. To compromise your program, in .order to lexvs o busisfor
unity with such forces, or to f2il to criticize and corrceily uve
gluate them is the opposite of Lenin's road to the Interncticncl,
(7e are discussing here the guestion of politicil content.ihish:s
nothing to do with the "approach" of such criticisms, whethncer she
ary or milid.

Considerable attention has been focused in your documents on the
guestion of Trotskyism., In the document by comrude Davis he st-
ates thut "We stund united with Trotsky in the fight :guinst St-
alinismm. If one does not renlize thuh wn effcective ikt ~pgoi-
nst Stulinism cannot be 2ccomplished without a Tigat sgainst To-
otskyisn {and other centrist forces) wt the seme time (even thow
ugh the issusvs .nd the tacties uscd are different) then one dous
not know how to fight Stclinism.
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The Trotskyites because of their centrist line serve to cover up
Staliniswm. Their unconditional support of Stulinism in case of
& wer; theilr non werxion polity for defense of Trotsky und other
frome-up victims,; their capitulotion to the left socialists, the
gir capitulation to the Peoplel's Front (Blum«Sachinm, Chdballero ~
CNT governments, FPeople's Front of action, etc.); their support
of the Cardenas! boumgeois government in the o0il expropri.tions,
their pledge of mauteriul wid to the Loyolists und Chiung XKoiShek
Their re jection of the Leninist concept of revolutionary defea-
tism und their pledge not to subotage French indusiry or waymo-
ves in case it is cllied with the Soviet Union in the next War
(see Trotsky's testimony before the Dewey Commission); their FR¥
EJENT RKEJECTION OF THE THWORY QF FRRUANENT REVOLUTION und false
position on the state - "we must defend even rotten ‘Yourgeois
democracy from fascism", the struggle in Spain is one between k-
ourgeois "democrucy and foseisa%; their liguidationist line on
the Lubor Party; their anti-stolinist instecd of anti-cupitalid
orientation; ~ «ll of these fundumontally false positions unfit
Trotskyism for aNY kind of struggle cgainst Stulinism. Their
¥lgftY% words, which in mu.ny instances hide the szme kind of rel-
ormist actions ws the Stwlinists, only strengthen revisionismkve
erywhere, including stulinist revisionism,

ONLY ORGANIZATIONAL D IFFERENCES

In the document "are we Trotskyites® by the smerican section it
is stuted "These ficts do not justify the use of the term (Tro-
tskyist - Bd.) to refer to the LRJIP in view of the differenccs
on CRGAMIZATICNAL PRINCIPLES bgtween the LR7P and the groups &-
round Trotsky (liguidation of revolutionary organizations, pos-
ition on centrist orgaenizations, etc.}¥. The document of  The
Cansdian section on this guestion states that "we still agree
with Trotsky on 10T principled gquestions... There still roma-
ins the possibility of collaborating with the TroiskyitesIN THL
"ICRY OR ORGANIZING THR FOURTH INTERNATIONsL. To speak of Trot-
skyism, therefore, as if it consisted of nothing more than the
French Turn, or to speak of ourselves as if we were out and out
anti-Troiskyites, would Bot osly be politically incorrect, Tut
would place obstacies in the way of UNIFYING the forces for the
4th International”. (Jur emphasis).

If you nave only OXRG-NILATIONAL principled differences with the
Trotskyites, and you still conceive of huving them as part of
the Fourth Coamunist {not centrist) Intermatiomal, then your po-
sition is hopeless. You correctly say that the Trotsiyites ha-
ve & non warxian position on centrist organizations. 3But doyou
presint a Warxian position in opposition to theirsy ‘lhere is
YOUK document that dewls with the fundamental question -~ can &
centrist orgunization be reformed? The Revolutionary ‘Workers.
League considers that a centrist organization, even though it
possible to win a majority of its members over to Marxism, can
not be reformed, can not be incorporated into a Marxist Intern-
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ational or Party except by a rejection of its whole past course,
a purging of its leadership, a re-education of its membership, a
‘radical reconstruction of ites structure and program, in other wo-
‘rds, a negation of its whole past history. The errors and weakne
€sses of a Marxist orgmnization can be corrscted and "reformed" -
8 Lenin did with the Bolsheviks in 4April 1917 - tut for the line,
character, structure, leadership, traditions of a gentrist organ-
ization an entirely diffcrent course is necessary., A4S & politic-
al tendency, centrism is a non-proletarian force, against which
the Larxists must conduct an intransigeant struggle. Does the
LRJP disagree with this position? Does it believe that the Trot-
skyites cam te reformsd from UITHIN, or does it adopt a karxian
line for a sharp, clear differentiation from this centrist Zorce
for struggle against it from without, supplemented by f{raction
work from within? : .

AYTENDENCY'TOR THE FOURTH INTERNATICNAL

In his documsnt on the Fourth International comrade Zreim Says,
speaking of the Trotskyites, "It can at best be considercd a te-
ndency for the 4th International shot through with centrist wea-
knesses but by no means having a patent or monopoly on the move-
ment for the 4th Internutional®. This is ambiguous and can mean
anything. By “centrist weaknesses" does comrade Krehm mean itis
a larxian orgunization with only 4 number of errors? Does he
mean that it can still be reformed, that it can still makeup pa-
rt of a WAEEIST International? At best the Trotskyist groups ean
only give split-offs to the new Communist 4th International.loes
by any chance the above sentence mean this??? On this basis one .
would not ¢ven talk of “their" monopoly for the 4th Internationd
because theirs is o possible monopoly oniy for @ new centrist ip
ternational , o 2% or 3% internationul; as a movement they  will
nevey have & monopoly or part in the new arxist International.

Your orgunization considers itself karxist. But you sre preScne-
ting in tuese documents the theory that a centrist orgunization
(the Trotskyites) can work with Marxists and together build the
Harxist Party and International. But in essence and what 1lirfe
will bring forth on this line will be & CENTRIST International.

WG ZIMIERALD"

This position is whot is termcd the "New Zimnerwald® position.

It means that on the line presented you could only be part of
those forces making toward & new centrist Zimmerwald. 48 longés
there is capitalism and as often as centrist set-ups expose thum
selves - the TaG, ete. - nevi set-ups will take their place.uarx-
iste 1o not take part in ¢stabiishing centrist set-ups. Lenin's
positirn in Limaerwald wus the opposite of this. narxists attempt
to btuild thelir ovm seteup wnd to blow up the centrist sct-ups.

If possibie they work on this perspective from the outside, sup-
plemented by froction work on the inside. Under certain unfavo=-
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rabls conditions, however, where it is impossible to establish o
dorist sev-up, it may be necessary to affiliate to the oentrist
- sut-up for o tiae in order to help .he process of separation, to
BLCw IT Uk FRCw JITHIN; but this process can tuke place only on
the line of noliticul amd organizationsl independence of the reve
olut;nuury ssarxiun orgunizution, understuuding thaet o centrist o-
rganization can not e reformmed. The kurxists present o line to
the cluss, o auss orientution aw priuwury. &8 an suxriliary  they
munouver with leftward moving centrist groups to brews them up and
win the best elements to warxisas. ZIne position of New Zimnerweld
is just the opposites, to work to UNIYL ali "left" forces {centrie
sts wund sarxists both), « process that cun be achieved only by &
walering down of progrun und principles. ,

Comr«de Frehm concludes his thesis on the Internationul question
with the idea thut since everything is chuotic in the lubor mov-
caent the line is to continue loose contacts, este. o karxist oe
rgenization muy be forced into such o negutiwe position but it
does not luy this down as o linc. It would stute the necessity
of striving to orgunize u centrulized international bur of the
karxist tendenciecs as guickly «s possible, even « smull one - uan
Inte muational Buro based on a larxiun progr.m and not o loose ¢~
entrist hodge-podge. This would be one of the most effective
means of turning the tide and revitulizing the movement.

EAST FORuS OF FEY LILERJALD

In the past your orgunizution expressed this New Zimuerwald con-
cept in different FORIS. Nowhere in your documents hove thepdst
forms been repudiated. First was the position to affiliate tothe
IaG, wien it would have been o fitaul tawdical error to affiliate,
Yon only state TCDAY th.t you are not going to affiliate NO/. Bud
wny is there no eévaluwtion of the pust decision to afiiliute 7La-
ter this concept took the form of support (with®eritieism®)  of
o centrist org.nization, the POUM. The Rl took the position «t
the beganning of ths Civil Jar of only supporting working class
organizwtions {trude unions, soviets, e¢tc.) in wstion against tk
gxpvloiters, «nd support on the politiczl ficld ONLY TC HaRXISTS .
That 19 the position our two reprusent.utives in Spzin worked on.
Tast is the rewson we supported the left wing elements in the
POTn in order to help them fora o facticn wguingt the ZO0Ul, agw
ainst its cupitul.tion policics to the peoprets front. You have
noet yut corrveted your position theorvticully; you fuil even to
mention it in your documents. Does this ween thet you still st-
aai theoretic.lly for support of the "best" orgenizoticr  during
4 revolution, the orgunizution “closest! to harxism? Will you
Weriticolly® support, on this line, whwn the revolution develons
ia ¥rince, the Trotskyite POI, or will you come out for a new 1l
srxiwn Saxty in Frunce? This is o burning question of the revos
luticen wedey. Unless you reuveluation your position of support
to ths f0UL nd the New Zimmerw:ld concupt that Liys behind it
you will ijn.ke the same crrors wg-in in other countrics «t other
timus,.
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PRESENT FORM CF NEW BIMWMIRWALD

Today your New Zimmerwald concept takes on a third FCRM, that of
leaving the door open to rejoin the Trotskyites. ¥irst the IAG
looked promising, then the POUM, and now, as bad as they are the
Trotskyite centrists have come to the front (since they were ex-
pelled from the 2nd International), But this movement can give
hope only to those who are not cleiar on larxism and those who am
in despair.

Unless this New Zimmerw.ld position is corrected your organizate
ion, in spite of its good positions on some of the important qu-~
estions, is doomed in the end. We want to discuss this with you
on a comradely basis.

This position of yours permeates everywhere. For instance on itk
Lubor Party. Why doesn't your docuemnt on thut gquestion clewrly
counterpose to the Lobor Party, which is &« third bourgeois party
the Revolutionary Merxiasn Party? Why does not your document po-
int cut the concrete errors of the Trotskyites on the LaborPariy
ot Le IR pooition on whether it is permissable to wi thdraw
your ciendiastes as a policy in fawvor of lubor Purty candidates -
g0 long as they are not members of the Democratic or Republican
Parties -~ the Trotsky position? What is your position on wheth-
er or not to support {with political criticismit) a "Mass" Lubor
Party, vased on the trade unions? What is your position on the
present di spute in the Trotskyist runks betwesen Trotsky-Cannon
and Schach tipen-Burnham, the former of which is even far to the
right of the above positions? By omitting to give an answer to
theez questions in your documents you leave the door open to
pro-Trotskyvist elemsnts to hang thelr hat on that position,

It is impnssible to correctly carry on a struggle agoinst capie
telisg and Tor the 4th Intematicnal without a correct evaluat-
icn =103t Lrot<shkyism and against other refomist ard centrist
tewd e ad,  Ctherwise the basis is 2znid for an orientation on
Trotokyiem, whather you as an individual or even group ever dr-
aw the crawuizatlonal conclusions or not; and for a watering of
your »peo o Lo meke 1t conformable to theirs. In order tc lay
& basis for working towards the ¥Fourth Communist International,
you must roject the concept of New Zinmerwald in all its forus
and parivisularly at present its Troiskyist-orientation form.You
must scy tuot this organization is centrist, cannot te reformed
and that the 4th International can be tuilt only in opposition
to it.

FEVOLUTIONARY ‘JORKERS LEAGUE U.S.
2159 ¥. DIVISION STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS



HOW DO YOU LIKE P

THE LAST- TWOISSUES

MORE NEVW FEATURES

INCOMING 155UES

——

emt—

TINTERNATIONMAL MEWS
—B0O0OK REVIEWS

ARr——

i

MAKE SURE YOU GET A COPY -

SUBSC RIBE

i

~ -pd { - -~
rOURTH IMTERXNMATIONAL
Ruth Grant, Businoss Managors

2159 Tost Division Strecot, Chice 0s

Corndo t

Enclosol find __ for subscription to the
FOURTE INTERN/TIONZL. (Subsoription ratos ~ $1.00 a yoax)

Qmm«—-».«wp.am-mmmw.—umwm»——ymmmwnma-s-.....



DIALECITICAL MATEBRIALLISN
 CHAPTER III |
MIND AND MATTER

The dialectic process in nature and.in sociéty can be found in the
thinking of man as a veflection of ohjective reality. "The great
basic question of all, and especially recent, philesophy is the
question .of the relaution hetwzen thought and exisience, between
spirit and nature., Jhich is prior to the other, spirit or naturel
Philosophers are oaivided into two great camps, according to the
way they answer.this cuestion. Those who declare spirit existed
before nrautre, and who in the last analysis, therefore, assume in
one way or the other that the werld was created--have formed the
ldealis* camp. The others, who regard nature as primary, belong
‘to the various schools of materialism ¥ (8) - ‘

*If we inquire what  thought and consciousness are, whence they
. come, we find that they . are products of tlie human brain, and that
- man himself 1s a product of nature develicping in and along with
1 his environment. Obviously, therefcre, *he product of the human
% brain, being in the last analyvis likewise a product of nature
' does not contradiot the rest of nature, but corresponds to it.“(QS

THE _RELATION OF BEING T® THOUSHT

To the schools of Idealism the mind is the center of the universe
and thereby, they explain the world through the Tgo, the self, the
subjective individual. The Materialists explain the self through,
and by, explaining the world, TFor the Idealist the faculty of
thought depends upon reasoning, The mechanical Materialist gays
that the faculty of thought depends upon sense perception, The
Dialectjcian states the question differently. "It is not thought
which determines being; but being which determines thought." Mate
erialism recognizes the unity of subject and object but not their
~identity. "By acting on nature outside himself and changing it,
man simaltanecusly changes his own nature." (10)

It is a fact well established by a great number of branches of sci-
ence that inorganic matter existed before organic matter, and that
~inorganic matier can exist without organic matter, but that organ-
ic matter cannot exist without inorganic matter. Likewise, nature
existed before man., MNan is merely a late product of nature, and
not such a good product that nature can brag about it yet, Of
course, man has bragged about what nature gave him. but nature
cannot eompliment man for the way he has used the resources up to
the present, : i

The mind of man itself is a slow evolutionary process. Matter ex=
ists without mind (mental process); bdut the mind cannot exist
without matter, any more than motion can exist without matter; be=




cause thie mental process of the mind is nothing more than a higher
form, and special phenomenon of the motion of matter.

Thinking is a process of the interaction of the eonscious mind and
of things outside of ug, Tliminate this two-fold relation and
there can be no thought process. (This has nothing to do with
picture images that are already stored up in the mind,) The res~
ult of this two-fold relation is that inside the mind there is a
reflection of outside reality. The exactnesgs or crudéness of the
reflection of outside reality in no way alters the above problem;
rather it i3 a question of methods of investigation to obtain a
more perfect image. : .

OBJECTIVE REATITY OUTSIDE OF MIND

The determining factor in the process,in the question of mind and
matter, and which 1is the key to the daifference Dbvetween the
schools of Idealism and Mfaterialism is -~ not the forms of matter
that exist, but does OBJECTIVE REALITY exist outside of our mind,
independent of the individualy The Materialists answer yes.

The Dialectician rejects the mechanical materialist approach to
the question of mind and matter, which relegates man to a mere au-
tomaton, blindly shifted about by material conditions which he is
bound to the same as are the wind, the hills, and the river. MNan
is net a mere automatén, man is a part of the process of nature,
and through social development has already reached a stage where
he helps remake history, but not out of the whole cloth. .Before
social organization, man, like the other animals, was subjeet to
nature to the fullest extent, With society and ite development,
man slewly gained in the struggle against nature. Now this has
been negated to a large extent by marh struggle against, and ex-
ploitation of man (Chattel, Feudal and Wage slavery). Man must
reorganize social conditions, that is, the economic mode of prod-
uction, to =again place the struggle on its proper plane of man's
united energies against nature. This is the dialectical approaeh
to mind and matter and the relation of man to society.

KATERIAL BOUNDARIES OF THE MIND

The faculty of thought which is determined by being is the materi-
al framework of the boundaries of the mind, The material boundar-
ies of the m.nd are twofold. First the material brain as the basg
and second, objective reality outside of us, This two-fold mater-
ial Yase of the faculty of thought gives rise to the dialectical
contradiction of the mind; the idealist revamping of this concept
results in a contradiction of reality.

”

It is a dialectical contradi¢tion for the faculty of thought to
have this two-fold material framework and yet have the mind store
ideas, assort them, and project images of material conditions,
miles away, and of the past, present and,tosnextent, the future,
But this 1is no mere spiritual, nor contradictory, than radio and -



its material base. Whereas radio represents a dialectic contrad-
iction of the special feorms of moticn andg matter ¢f a combination
of mechanical and buman meiterials, the mind a8 a higher product of
the organic has its own peculiar "laws’,

ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS

When a numbereof ideas are accumulated, the mental process carries
with it the association of ideas, that is, two or more ldeas are
united, thereby c¢reating the base for a new idea, a new concept,
This association of ideas is. the dialectic function of the mental
process and has nothing to do with ideas descending frem heaven or
super~-human menas, Purthermore, to the degree that man analyzes
correctly a given process or stage of history, it will be possible
to point ‘out the road ahead, This function of the mind, and its
ability to project accurate concepts of future trends, in turn are
merely xreflection of the accuracy of the analysis of the material
conditions under observation, DProfessor Mavlcv, studying condi-
tioned reflex, presents a whole series of experiments that reveal
the mental process of inhibitions, and inhibitions of the inhibi-
tion, Thig is another name for the dialectic process of negation
and the negation of the negation, o

"As individuals express their life, so they are, What they are,
therefore, coincides with their production - what they produce, as
‘well as how they produce. %hat individuals are, thexefore, de-
pends on the material conditions of their production. This prod-
uction first makes its appearance with the im rease of population,
it in turn itself presupposes intercourse of the individuals among
themselves., The <form of this intercourse is again determined by
production... .

*The faet is, therefore, that definite individuals who are produc-
tively active in a definite way, enter into these definite social
and political relations. In every single instance empirical ob-
servation must show the connection of the social and political
structure with production - empirically and without any mystifica=
tion and speculation. The social structure and the state always
arise from the life-process of definite individuals, not as they
may appear in their own or other people's ideas, but as they reals-
ly are, that is, as they act, produce in a materialiway; therefore
as they produce under definite limitations, presuppositions and
conditions which are material and indeperident of their will,

"The production of ideas, concepts, and consciousness,is at first
directly interwoven with the material activity and the material
intercourse of men, the language of actual life., Conception,
thought, the mental intercourse of men, then still appear s the
direct efflux of their material relations, The same is true of
laws, morality, religion and metaphysics of a people., Men are the
producers of their concepts, ideas, etc., -but real, producing nmen
as they are conditioned by a definite development of their produce




tive forces and the intercourse, up to its most far reaching forms
which corresponds to these., Consciousness can never be anything
elsec than conscious existence, and the existence of men their acta
ual life process, If in all ideology, men and their relations ap-
pear upside down, as in a camera obscura, this phenomendn arises
Just as much from their historical life process as the reversal of

objects on the retina does from their directly physical life-
process.” (11)

"Thus...ideas,,.categories, are as little eternal as the relations
they express. They are historieal and transitory preducts., There
is a continual movement of growth 4in productive forces, of de-
struction of aocial relations, of formation in ideas; the only
immutable thing 1is the abstraetion of movement - mors immors
talis," (12)



NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL

THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE, is planning to further coneretize the "
Tazory of Marxism . A National Training School will be held in Chicago the last two weeks in

June . It will be a full tirce ccurse to train functionaries-to take the line of the League and carry
it outin action .
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