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The armed stragsie 1o Snaly behween the loasses and awong the impar-—

R Add |t

Tallst opowsrs; and the milltary conguest of JThina by Japunese imper-
Lé ¥ togethar with Hitler's vioteries in ALustrin and the Balkans
)

represgent three dangerous situabions which can at any time result in
an onen armed conflict batween the dmperialist powers for the fearth
redivision of the earth, The Tirst world war wus also inauguraved
by similar armed struggles whieh acted as prekiuddsizifrrpoinhs ofadé-
vantage before the final calss set ofFf the whole powder ikeg of world
gapitalism. -

Although the danger points are in Asia and Turope, despite the fact
that many ILatin American eountries are temporarily asserting them-
selves against fLmerican Imperialism, the nation that is exerting the
greatest eoonomic pressure upon decay capitalism and the country
that is preparing for war with the greatest military budget 1s tho U~
nited States. At tho same time its economic and geographic .position
enables the United States to carry on its war prsparations under the
cloak of "peace," "scourity," and “protaeotion.™ ’

IX ~ CAUSE OF IMPERILLIST WiRS

Imporialist wars in the deoay stage of cspitvalism ars incvitanlo.
othing ecan w»prevent them =~ nothing undcr capibtalism - exoeept the
nrolctarian roveolution, The accumulation of cupital, finance capit-
1, mcans ol nroduction and commoditics, has rcached the point whord
rvcductive, forecs canaot Tind maviosts for furhicr ascunulavion and
ormal®  canitalist produstion snd distribution. Nomintany "solu-
tionz” for the individual capitalict nabticns, in ordey to save prive
at¢  propcrty within the country, uakzes noccssary their inercased

sirugsle against the oxploitation of the prolstariat and othor onp-

russcd masscs, thelr moves to swailow up bthe weaker puppct nations,
and thoir drive against the oolonial and scwui-colonial masscs,

II1 - FASCISH

This brings forward undor capitalism as its most acutc form of dacay
and coonomie weakness, whers the prolcturiat has not boon susccssiul
in solving the problems of socicty, Fasoism. This is the "organ-
izc@" rcostriotion of produstion and attompts to sawe capitalism by
~dictatorial statc intcrvention in tho coonomic laws of accumulation.

) IV ~ THI BASIC ANTAGONISMS

Tho eontradictions within capitalism orcatc its coonomio difficu%f~
ics and oarry with thom thc polibisal antagonisms ~ (1) of ¥i<
strugegle of cxploitcr and oxploitcd (thc antagonisms botwcen the prr
lotariat and the  bourgooisic), and (2) the strugglc among Hls X

-
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vivitors for a share of the shrinking markcts for thelr cxpanding
vecfuetive foress (the antagoniksm among the impcrialists).

V - THE IMPERIALIST RIVALRY
The sbruggle among the six leading imperialist nationa - Unitcd
Statecs and Great Britain; Gormany, Franet &nd Italy; :ang Japan w;th
tho Sovict Union as a spocial forcc - constitutes the most comnlioca~
ted political-military antagonism flowing from tig contradiction of

el

the espitalist mode of production so far confrontcd by the world,

The Unitcd Statcs is the only imperialist powcr loeatcd in the imer-
icas, and Japan thc 6nly impcrialist powcr locatéd in hsia, and
Gruat Britéin, Germany, Franoc and italy arc all at cach othir's cl-
bows in Buropc. This of itsclf contributcéd much toward tinc rilation:
“of the imporialists to caoh other in their strugglc for ncw con-
qucsts. Tho uniquc geographic position of tho United Statcs and Ja-
pan havc onablcd both to make rapid stridces forwurd ot tihw cxpensc
of the othor imperialists and the woaker nations.

Y1 - RECEBNT DEVELOPLEZNTS II° BUROPD

A1) of the imporialists, no matter wherc they arc locatdd glographi-
s2lly and no mattcry what their rclative cconomic status is, ore aim-
ing at thc conqucst of Asia - primarily China and the Sovict Union -
as their final goal, .

g e e e e

The Japancsc invasion today is a prcliminary stcp towurd the censol-

idation of hor position in Asia against the "outside white iaporicls

i3t invaders, and as o sbep toward war on the Soviet Union.

cimeriean Impcrialism's intcrnal  steps of ¢eonomice roorgnnizntion,
vor  preparations, and hoer naval and Pacific militury mensurcs or

~proliminary steps toward the conquest of 4dsia, ALYl of the wost in-
flucntial Amcrican statcsmen realizo thet the key to Jmericrn lDapur-
telism's nccds in the ond lics toward “the c¢uut, in Ausia,

Tikewisc the moves of thc moves of the Four Imperislist Tow.ry in
Turopc arc  attempts to get thoir housce (Buropce) in order s stips
toward Asia. Germany with hor Boalkan and Ukroine noods; dro-t Srit-
atn and TFronec with their loditerrancan nceds - in compotition with
Italy's necds both in the Balkans ond the mcditerrancon.  ©he Soviat
Unionts position botweon Japan and Germany fore:s hor to propor. on
these  two fronts ot the samc time to ths fullest dorroc.  Bub unaor
Stalinism this tekes the form of mere dcfensc.

<4

VII -~ THE IEAGUD AD THE ¥OUR POVIRS

L

=

<Atlerts march forward in Buropc ond the Bolinns forocs Znglond ‘
arector  oxtent  than  over before to plusc in the boghkovenr o
0gu6  of  Nations.ond bring forword an cbbtoeapt to Lot blivh '

“owcr Poet under hor hogemony. £ omove in this dirceticn Lo i, v
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cmpt to break Italy from the Rome~Boirlin axis. Not that she dusires
a reopudintion of the pact. Wo,~"sho dvsircs to usc, to cxtond the
Romw-Birlin axis to a London~Berlin-Puris«Rome axis undcr her domin-
ction.  The Rom¢-Borlin axis was uscd by tho "have~nots"™ to block-
mell the "haves", c¢spceially Englend; and was o reply to the Fronco-
Soviet Pnet and the Proples Front »polioy. At the stme time 1t must
be kopt in mind that the Franco-Sovict Pret, which wos o foeble sti-
¢mpt to kcev TFascism at bay, could sucecdd in obtoining a bleo of
impericlist nationa agoinst Gerpnny only if Franoc and the Sovict U-
nion could kucd Bngland in linc. In this respeet the Froneo-3ovict
Pact olso had, its cloments of blackmail rnguinst Zhglond,

VIII -~ THE SURQOPSAN STAGES SINC.s THE WORLD VAR

The strugglc of the four Turopean powers 1s t he most complicated,
In their, attcmpt, to obtain order in. Euronc, so thcey oan "orgrnize
the world" - ordcr at the cxpensc and subordination of the thres im-~
perialist vowers, in Buropc, sspeeially Franee and Itoly - the Four
Powcrs now facc & ncw rculignment of foress. This has boun causcd
by thc devclopment of Gormany to 2 now position in ths worlda crong
which has brought to naought thce Leoguc of Fotions, and Fraonco-Sovict
Pact, and the Peoples TFront poliay.,

To obtain o focus of this ncw situotion lot us bricfly list the sta-
ges  after the imperialist wrnr: 1) The period from the beginning of
the Yorld Vlar to the Russian Revolution and the Versailles Trerty.
2) From 1917 to thc dcfeat of the Gcrman Revolution of 1923 nnd thc
Daves Plan with, Amcrican Impericlism nnd its Dollers heoting back
the rovolubion rind smashing England's grine. 3) Froa the 1923 wneriod
to the dofent of tuc Chinese Rovolution (nlso bthe Brivish Gunerel
StritcY, +the 1929 world wide orisis, cnd the ~snbi-prol.trrisn poli-
cics  of  the Comintern. 4) TFrow the 1929 poriod to the 1985 ﬁu’gﬂt
o the  proletnriat in Girmany ond Hitler's scizure of powsr. 7:5)
From 1933 Yo the oroscnt poriod ~ which now shapes up o8 0 nuy ronl-
ignment - final prevyorations for the noew ilcpcrinlist war,

e will use as & sbarting voint for tho anclysis of the mmtagonisms,
the devolopments in Gormony.

IX -~ GORMLNY

The first nttompt of Germuny to organizce Zurops os o stcp townrd or-
ganizing .thce world was & dircet challengs: to British dominntion.
mgse  were the two londers of the imporinlist blocs in the first
woXld wor - ¢ven though tic impurislists in Amcrics -md thc imporia-
lists in asia were nble to doubleeross all of thom =nd grin tac most.

The scoond attompt of Gormeny to organize Turopc finds an enbircly
different intcrnational rclitionship, On the one .hand Amcrican Tmm -
¢rinlism =as the lcading powor, on the other hiand bthe Sovict Union
instcad of bockwnrd Czorist Russia, British world dominntion is de
ing woakoncd cvery day by tac prossurc of the Unitcd Stobtes, Jopon,
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formeny  oand  Italy. Thoss Tour coumbtrics with tine Ilatter Lhrad in
“he  Borlin~Rome-Tokyo oxis nrc making headw.yr Englcn&f&igchn§y‘
And ogain the giant of the west plays o long hond, utilizirns the
frictions on both sides for its own cnds,

In +the first world wor Gormany only faccd onc rool powor in thi
struggle for world domination - England, In The prﬁsa§t prgpmv“t;on
for %ho redivision of the carth, Germany foocs thrac imporioanit riv-
als who arc also preparing for world dominations U.W., Japtn ond
Bhgland, - o o s . .

Undcrlying all of thig there rcmein the foraecs that incvitudbly bring
to thoe surfacc the EXTENSION OF THE QCTCBIR REVOLUTION in spitc of
the role of Btalinism and thce Sovict Union in the world nrinc.

In  tho first stotc of Germany's strugglc to brenk out ol tac Virs-
ailles Trceaty whe was forecd to strugglc with onc of the threc mtin
contenders cgninst the othsrs. In this »criod she Jolncd witio the
needs of Amcriea in Buropc ogainst Znglond ond through the Dowes ond
Young plans madc mondwey agoinst the cxtension of October mnd og-
ainst the British~dominatcd Longuc of Nations,

Up to the Pascists' scizurc of wowcr, Gormony had beon dominated by
Amcrican TImpcrialism. At the samc timce she carricd on "storct® ro-
lations with +the Socict Union with the full knowlodgs "nd -y rovid
of Amcrican Impcrialism. But with the strensbh pourcd in by tuc Ame
crican Doller the Verscoillcs sinckles woerce smashed, nnd with it Gors
many libcratcd itsclf from the Young Plan slavery.

At this Jjuneturc Gormany changced its "allics" and roplaccd Ameriocs
with IEngland, England bcoame the silent portncr for Gorman oxpon-
glon after 1933, IEngland wi.g forced into this position by it own
Empirc's wcakness. Amorica by no mcans lct loose of its hold. Am-
¢rican Imperialism will sooner or latour again replnoe Englond, and
hos, while England playcd the now role, continuced to use Germony AG-
ATWST ENGLAND, But Gormany's ncw position cnnblcd her to bl more
indcpondcnt in rclation to Amcriocon Impcrialism.

ATtcr Germany had eonsolidntcd her new FPaseist rogime intornnlly sno
?rovu.out to woaken the TFrench hcgemony in the Bolkans, ond with tho
‘ngtrian  scizure has amade gront strides southward for iron, conl,
mebc?, cotton, and <above 21l oill and wheob, o8 well ns othor row
mrterials.  Hor steps now, to suecscd, must curry her furthor ints
the Balkans and toward the Ukainc,

England's attempt bo got a bloc of Turopcan powers, both agninst Am-
sricon Imperinlism and the Prolotarian Rovolution, to say nothing o~
bout saving thc Empirc, has forecd hor, against her “will®™ to allow
gcrmany and Japan to grow, Thc Tory is forccd to maokc conocssions
50 Germany, Japan oand Italy in its struggle cgainst the U,S. Bat ov
thc same timc the Unitcd States hes boon utilizing Gormany nd Itnly
ngainst Englond, thorcby giving thoesc eoumntrics (ineluding Japon!
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cdvengeges,  In other words, the sucocss of Gormany, Jopan and Italy
has  beon earricd’ out priuwnrily ob the sxymensce of the Anglo~imerienn
world -widc antagonisms, In turn, the gains of thisc ilmperinlists
intensify in the long run the inglo-imcricrnn anbtrgonism,.

British dImpcriclism hns ne oheiec now in the strugglc to vobtain hor
world position agninst o ncw rcdivisiown of the curth by the have-
nots ond ths pressure of Jmerica, It oon only ottempt to obtain o
balanes  of powcr, not only in the Four Powsr antogonisms of Turonon
Cimpericslism but also in the lerger Germon-Jdoepancsc-British rel ilons.

Thc most imporitnnt wsapon hceld by Amcricon Imdorialism o goinst the

othcr contendcers Tor dmpirc is ils rich finanoinl position, its ors-

dit oposition, 1its productive forecs and "isolation" by two occaons.

WJith this cconomie wceapon it hovors ower overy econforonec held, and

like and coglc takes its proy at the right moment, The day will soon
bc hore when imerica will acgoin usce the ameyican Dollar in Gorymany

28 1t did oncs boeiore, which mcans using the Dollnr against the Bur-

opcan impcrialists, ~

In the past, using Gormany ns the foot~hold, o struggle wns wrged in
Burops by the American Dolleor cgoinst Comaunism in England; but with
Hitlcr's scizurc of powcr {on the basis of the long work of the Amo-
rionn Dollaor and b he frlsc policics of Stolinism cnd Social’ Domocra-
oy} both Communism and the dmcrican Dollar lost, Today, Gormany cx-
ploite the Jnglo-amcrienn snbogonism, momontorily utilizing Englaond,
but tomorrow the United Stotes has the grontest possibility of zmin-
ing Germany's 2id agninst ZIngland, : '

X - ©HE OPERIALIST BLOCS

oy

We  are fomiliar with the immorialist bleoos in the first world woix &
the post-war pcriod. They wers riddlcd with contradictions just os
the ncw bloes arc - the TPrenco-Sovict Daet, the Boerlin-Romo-Tokyo
Pret, the attomptcd Tour Power Pact, cte. Within cach country, os
well ns between thoesc imporialist countrics thoerc is a struggls, not
only ovcr internal policics, but also over intornationsl policics
nd to dctcrminc which impcrialist shall be uscd as the most favor-
able allics (the oncs. thot oan do the loast harmd. They coannot
trust allics any morc than they ecn cnomics., The diffcrenecs bot-
ween £llics and cnemics of nn impericlist notion is 2 question ol ¢-
conomic ard militory ncecssity and hns nothing to do with the "mor-
al"™ guostion of good und bad,

ost opolitically-nmindcd poople are familiar with the diffcxonec in
Japancse  imporialism  {Army  versus Mfovy poliey) over Chipa, Russia
and England,  4nd the pro-Sovict group in. Germony nnd the pro-Gorman
group in Rua~nig, Likcwise tho Morgin-Rockercller elnsh in rolatilon
to British Impcrinlism, and Gormany, ctc. :

The most fLavorable variont of imporinlist bloes Tor Guracny Ol-
though on the surfrec it looks 1likc the most remotc, would bc o bloc
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of Gormony, Unitcd Statcs ond Russia., If on the other hand, Gormany
would agrec with Znglend against America and others, this would onr-
ry with it a wor agoinst tho Soviet Union. 4 Bloe with the Unitcd
Statcs ogainst Englond would most likely mean Russia as an ally of
Germthy and the Unitcd States.

Tt is not theorotieally oxeludcd thut Fascist countrics and the dow
goncratcd Soeict Stotc under Stalinism will be allics in the nsxt
imporialist wor. There is no prineiplc gulf botwceon Stalinism and
the Hitler Gorvornmant any morc than therc is 2 prineiplc gulf be-
twoan the Rogscovelt (or Landon) Gowcrnment =nd Hitlor. Thc most sui-
tablc, but not most Likoly, variont is the further dovclopment of
Rusaina to the right and a "now Gormony, somc form of non-Nazl Germ-
any  (momcentarily lcaving out thoe gquestion of o proletnrian rivolu-
tion), This would b¢ idcal for the nccds of .mcrican Impcrialism -
dominating +the Unitcd Stotes~Germany-Sovict Unlon bloc (with Russin
as thoe taill, The basic oantagonism botween ho prolcetarint ond
world capithlism will do moyc to prcvent the nocomplishmoent of this
variant than any other factor.

Noverthcless, the impoerialists arc comsidcring such 2o varisnt. The
United Statecs 1is forecd b6 ccoperctc with Germony, on the one hond
ngéinst Tngland, and on the othor hand with Russia sgoinst Jupan.
Sho  trics te push Russia to the right .nd Gormany to the loft, ond
at the samo timc she trics not to anbtogonizc these two "sllics™,

Before TFaseism camc to powcr, the United States, although working
with both Gormany and Russin, onrricd on morc sucesssiul moves
through Gormany. Bubt with the victory of Fasoism, Amcrics ond R =
sia  drow ncarer, ospooially aftcr the Japonesc coloninl cxpansion.
But s a.long rangs perspectivc, with the Soviet Union uddcr Stalin-
bem moving to the right, and Gormany strongthoned, bringing in the
possibllity of morc modaratc (demooratic) mcans of holding in chcok
tho olksses and earryiung out her policics, this voriant will booome
morc rcalistia, ,

XII - STALINISH AND THE BASIC ANT/GONISKS

4 workers Statc under the leadershop of Marxists, fis of the dovs of
Lenin, roproscmtcd the vonguard forec for tho proloeicrict ﬁnﬂkﬂﬁp”
rasscd mosscs in all the countries in thoir struggle sgninst aﬁpi%ﬂv
lism and for its overthrow. But with the dcgcnurﬁtiamﬂaf the Sovict
Union, with thc cdvent of the revisionist Stalinists, with ti  Sov-
ict Union oh the brink of capitalist restorntion, end the Sommunist
Intcrgatlonal nothing but a soolalwpatriotic, rcformint forey 1ikte
@hc wceond Intcrnpational, it no longer ropresunts this vonguned
forqc, On the contrary, thoe SEalinibcs through the Sowict forcig:
policy and through the Comintorn reprossnt ngents of the c“ﬁitxlimﬁg ‘
on a2 world soalg. {The conerctc nspeets of this Stalini%t nolicy
gggionbgen denlt with in other artielcs ~nd documcnts of the Crarni-
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XITI - W.RS ,ND RIVOLUTIONS IN THF PERIOD OF DECQY

Whor +the most violent coonomic oriscs of dapitclism brokc Qut in
1929 +the moechonieal meherialiste ond the wltra~lcfte prascntcd the

thésis ‘that. it was the "lost™ erisis of capitnlism, that the cutoma~
tie Dbrcakdowr of ccopitalism brought with it s eondition that would

"automatieally™ lcad to prolctarian vistory (Thceory of Spontoncity).
This anolysig did not takc into fesount 2ll of thoe factors and the
rclation -between the objcetive faeters which oercate 2 revolutionory
gituotion and t he rolu of the vanguard and thoe prolctariet in trons-
forming this situation into a susegcssiul rcvolubtion, JLbove all they
did not understand tho relation of the cyeliccol crisis to the »criod
of dcecay -ocopitalism - the obbs and flows within the PERIOCD OF DECLY
- which has altcored the fundeamentcl asncets of capitalist zceumuls-
tion and the produstive oyolc. | =

Now thc non-dinlcetisians hove transforrcd this ocrror from the coon-

omic rcalm to the politiecal roalm nnd confusc wars and rcvolutions -
with thc PERICD OF W.RS AND REVOLUTICNS., The period pf-dccay, ond ™

the period of wnrs and revolutions arc mercly the cdonomie and poli-

tieal torms, two sidcs of onc question, to dcfinc the last $tagerof -

Loopitnlism, the stoge of financc capital} of imporiclism. Somc of
the ultra-lcfts statc thot the imperianlist war hos alrcady brokon

out cmong the impcrialist powcrs ond thot we are in the imporislist
woer ot prascnt., Thisg is the semc kind of confusion they sprcad ab-~

out cconomic orisis. The ultra-lcfis prove they do not- undcrstand
thc bnsic rclation between the oyelicnl orisis aud the poriod of do-
cay ocopitalism; and wnrs and rcvolutions mmd the peried of wors and

rovrolutions.
_X;V - THR CONSTITUENTrASSEMBﬂY

Vhere Tascism confronts a rcevolutionary situction and is overthrowm,
the i1llusions of the masscs and the cxploitcrs' nceds will conaliazc
the rovolutionary cnecrgics in the framework of bourgeols dcmooraoy.
They will rally - undcr the slogan of demosracy versus Fascelsm, In
this strugglc tho iorxists will face 2 poeriod of bourgeois dcmocrasy
in the first stzge of the ovcrthrow, similar in form to tho stoge of
bourgcois dcmocrncy oconfrontcd in 2 backword country whon Czarism
wes overthrown beforce tho 6Betobor Rivolution.

To ndvoontc this bourgcois domoeracy in a bgokwa?d'countrg (provie-
sionnl government) in plmec of Ienin's policy of the Social Rovolu-

tion and the Dietaborshin of the Prolctariat would bo botroyal ~ not

only in bockward Russiz but above all in advanood Gormany after Hit-

ler.,  and to oonfusc the slogen for a Constitudnt isscmbly in back-
word countrics - 2s an auxiliory measurc within the fromowork of the

stphgglesforothsrsosinhcerevflabion #swithrsuch 2 slogan for advancod
capitnlist countrics wherc Faseism is overthrown, is te confusc ‘siid-

ilar PORMS with opposite CONTENTS. The coonomic conditions in book~

word gountrics, and the clngs rclations (majority of peasants md

opprossed nationalitics) oeorrics with it the nced of tramsitional

moasurcs ,to eoordinatc the ryle of the prolctnrian minority with the

?
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pcasant mejority, But in the deaay of oapitalism, in its highly do-
velopcd links, where all have lived through thesc *domoeratic forms
of thé cepitalist dietotorship, where the majority oxc workers, aond
where the  olass rcelations arc entircly qiffcercnt, the calling for
the Constitucnt .sscuwbly, the Woeimnr Constitution, c¢te aon only rcge
ult in lcading thoe prolctariat baek to the rc-cstnblishment of the
oxploitcrs?! rulc 4nd itm privatc proporty over another doefcated rove
olution. «

FOURTH

We r¢jcet the tronsitional slogon of Constitucnt hAsscmbly for sdvan-~
ccd copitalist countrics, whorc Faseism or somc othcr form of diota-
torship is ov¢rthrown, W prosant slogans for DEMOCRATIC DEMLEDS of
the prolctariat and othcr classcs on thoe cconomie ficld within the
fromework of the strugglc for the Dictotorship of the Prolcotorist
whigh will insurc WORKERS IEMOCR.CY = o groatcer democrasy than oopi-
talism vohd ovan begin to dispensce

XV - AUSTRIG, CZECHO-SLOV.KI., ~ND THE WORYIKG CL..SS

The Hitler scizurc of sustria, aftcr months and yeors of proparc-
tions, aftcr mobilizing tromendous LHRMED HIGHT, and then striking ot
2 oaritienl momcnt when the othcer imporialists could not move fost,
reveals agoein the bankruptey of the Scoond and Third Intcrnationals,
Their progrom os & wholc, and cspeoinlly the latest Pcoples Front
phasc  of this policy, which in rcality hclpced pave the wry for Hit-
lor, again brings to the forc what the workors should have donc und-
cr this condition. ‘
We rejeet the Stalinist-Socialist position of supporting the .austri-
tn  bourgcols forocs &against the Gormon Fascists (of subordinating
the proletariat to the bourgsoisic "fighting™ Hitloer). We domond at
21l timcs the indepcndont class aetion of the prolctarint, whieh is
only possiblc on tho basis of the political and orgonizational inde-
pendenco of the rovolutiomary llnrxian organization., Porcllel vetion
with o scotion of the cxploitcrs fighting Hitlcr, mad thc utiliza-
tion of thce <fLriotion in the cxploitcrs' comp has nothing in common
with the Pcoplcs Front policy - rather it is the onpositc in contont
~ if the class and party maintoin thoir complcotc indepcondcnes.

In thc fight to kccp out Hitlor Khtlwprkbrsimmstrpukunp thoipparnd
rcsistonec  and ostablish Socicts. Only the workcrs powcr, over tho
heads of -the Justrian bourgoois govornment, could have corrisd on oy
¢ffsetive fight, Only on this buosis enn thac fire be dirceted ng-
ainst the invading Fascists,

But if in +this struggle Francc nnd Englond or =nothor powcr would
"eome to the aid" of .Justria (or Czcoho~Slovekin), ond dcolore wad
on Gormany, the workcrs caught din this trop would have to ohange
their 1linc to mcct the now situntion. Under this conditior thej
would ~ oarry out the linc of rcvolutionary dcfcotism. . war of na
tional indepcndcnce agoinst imperinlism, ond a small country coughi
in an impcrialist wor, nrc diffcrent, out the comvliented relatiol
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of on¢. to the othecr, or the tronsformation of onc kind of strugglc
into tht othor musit bc analyscd and dlw“ys kopt within the notion of .
our clags indopendcnec o ‘

In both cascs, where Hitlor invodos Jusbriz, and noxt, whoen other
impcriclists dcoelarc war on Germany , the prolctorions 01 ~usteic DO
N0T SURPPORT THBIR BOUREBINIS ST.TL, DO WOT GIVE .ID TO IT. But in
the first casc of Fascism smashing @, weckor npition-dhtkcrarerexeeil-
¢nt ehonecs to oxploit the frmetlcn bbtWCuﬂ thg invading Fasclst cxXe-
ploiters, and carry on parcllcl cotion ogrinst Hitlcr. But ix the
scoond casc of Frenoc and Englond, or both, aoinlng'against Go rmany,
o now  situntion has dowcloped, ond 1mnur1 1igt wror whieh calls for

roevolutioncry @®cfcatism in uustrl a8 woll a8 in Gcrnﬁny and Francc, -
Gt 488ln  wo must stress the coordinating slogan for the complcx,
Europu wn strugglc - The Soviet Unitced St“tns of Duronu.

NOTE: L) oce FLGHTLING WORKER Tor TOTRCTS DOSLLIon On Ware
- 2) Thc position of Japan and Italy, and Froncc “nd'tho Sovict
Unlon will b dcolt with in othur ‘rﬁ1clus.
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'mg THEORY OF MARKISM

In this period of impending war and sharpening class conflict,

""F

the revisionists try to retain theif hold on theyworkingclass,by
ruvelutmcnqry«soundlng phrases. The wdrkingclaaq:needs an organ
devoted to the thaory of Marxism which. wlll point the way thru |
this confusion by its analysis of workingeclass problems,
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THE INTERNAL CREIS OF US. IMPERIALISM

1l - The c¢risis in American capitalism, like all crises undel capita-
lism, 1s the ~result of a clotting of the productiwve forces in the
7.3, 1in relatien to the world market., Having long ago outgrown its
nationalist boundaries the contradiction hetween an ever more ratio-
nalized production and an eyer decreasing market is putting American
industry and finance at a standstill, while s long process of read-
justment takes place within the economic structure in the U,3.

2 - The present readjustment, unlike those in most other ¢yclical
crises, especially in the last century, serves a two-fold purpose:

First, to 7reorganize production on a lower gear, eliminating
large sections of the bourgeoise and middle class, and shifting a
greater load of the burden - inflation, lewer wages, indirect tax-
es, unemployment, etc. - onto the working class.

Jecond, to prepare American economy for the inevitable Imperial-
ist War, in which the U.,S5. will make its bid to "conquer the world"
for AmeFican Imperialism,

WAR OR HEVOLUTION

3 - Floundering in decay, American Imperialism is faced with ‘the
prospect in the near future of chooging - like all capitalist powers
- between a war of conquest, or confrontation with social revolution.
The re-adjustment during the present crisis, therefore, behind the
smokescreens put forth by the Roosevelt administration, has =s ore
of its primary objectives the reshuffling of class relatiorships so
that the establishment of "civil peace' will be a comparatively sim-
ple matter,

4 « The present crisis is a crisis in decay capitalism. In the per-
{od of progressive capitalism, the forces of production were libera-
ted t» the point where each new crisis was overcome with a wnve of
inaustrial expansion larger than the one bYefore. In the present pe-
riod the poss3ibility for industrial expansion has besn alrwost on-
tirely eliminatwd. The artificially-stimulated prosperity of 19355-
37 was created without a single expansion of the forces of procuc-
tion.
Formexrly 3 factors contributed to raising capitalism from 4.~
pression to periods of prosperity: (1) the "big-fish-cat-little-
1 fish* fight among the bourgeoisie itself, a strugele in which gro-
- ater monopolies were estahlished anda greater concentration of capi-
tal developed: (2) the utilization of new productive forces te cre-
ate new industries; and (3) the exploitation of new colonial mark-
cte., The twe last factors are entirely absent in the present oreli-
cal crisis. There are no new industrics of importance {asuch as rade-
io, electric, auto, formerly), although the nev technical khow!adle
a3 in the past - is capable of giving riss to a dezen new indust-
;ries (television for example).
Unable to find a market for or profits in nev industries capital-

| -
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ism acts as a fetter to the productive forces. The amount of fac-
tory buildiny, during the '35-*3%7 prosperity period never cven reach-
ed the low poirt of the last business cycls, Depariment store sales
although ther consumed agreater percentape of the sales than previo-
usly still were full 2 less than in the last peak of prosperity.
The export of goods was much below - usually less then one-half the
amount of exports in the previous business cycle of capitalism, The
third factor 1listed above « the exploitation of new markets - was
completely absent in the "recovery" of 1935-37, and vanishes even
more today, with the conquest of Tthiopia, China, Austria, ete. by
other imperialist powers, and the increased penetration of other im-
perialists into American dominatad markets. ‘

U.S. CATITALISH IN DrGAY

5 - What has %becn happening in the 7,S, since 1929 is a phensmenon
which Amcrican Imperialism, hurtled by a favorable position in the
last war to the most powerful economic power in the world - has long
postycned, and finally confronts, just as RBuropean imperialism con-
frontsd 1t twenty and thirty years ago, Mot only has the relative
rate ¢f profit in relation fixed capital (machinery, buildings, etc)
fallen, but the absolute amount of profit - in dollars and cents has
likewise =~ for the first time - fallern below the level of the last
cycle of capitalism, The bourpgeoisic itself reflcects this phenomen-
on on the stock exchange. World monopolies like nickel and alumin-
um, stocks like U,3, Stucl, Ansconda Topper, cte,, sold at the peak
of '35-'37 prosperity at a pric. sometimes only ¢ or 1/5 or less
that of the 1929 period. In other words the profit potentialities
of the key industries and firms - firms which have grown compara-
tively stronger in the lnast decade - are rach smaller than previous-
ly. ®urthermore, the increased outlay for taxvs, the need for pump-
priming, relief, anrd armament expenditures - the cost of part of
which the bourgeoisic must pay for - has dug mueh deeper into the
bourgeois bank account than any time in American history. The reve-
nue c¢ollections in 1737 were almost twice asg large as in 1929 even
the 1935 and 1936 revenue collections were from + to 3/4 of a bill-
ion dellars more than 1929. The 1937 figures top any year since the
war. ~
"ORGANIZED CATITATISI!

6 - Faced with this situation American dmperialism must increasingly
resort to preater state intervention into all spheres of 1ife, and
primarily industry and finance, in order to save its huls, The
stage we are unturing is the stage cf "organized® capitaliam, the
final resmlt of which i1s the more complet=ly "organized" capitalism
of fascism, Unlike the planncd economy of a Workers 3tate, howevar,
the planncd cconomy of capitalism is an ccononmy of scarcity, of dis-
covering the mest suitable means to limit instead of increase prod-
uction in general, In agriculture the loosevelt plan is to limit
crop acreage hy AAA, ete,  In industry the "organized" production
consists of keeping prices up for the monopolies, and in one form or
another driving the lesser industrialists from the scene through
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this ‘“govermmental control®. In the sphere of banking there is an
increasing merger of government and private banks, a closer coordin-
ation - with the aim of centralizing crecit and investment. The lo-
gical and désired result of all this is the pinching of the nicdle
¢lass and weaker bourgeois elements and the reorganization of produ-
ction on =z lower level,

7 - With the increasec narrowing of the market the comgetitive stirug-
gle of the various capitalist and groups of czpitalist, both in the
economic and political fields, becomes sharper. Covernmeéntal inter-
vention in Dbusiness besides playing the major rele of shifting the
burden of the crisis onte the workers and midale class, also serves
the secondary purpose of consolidating the bourgeois group or {Iroups
clsoer to the administration as against those furthest away - prima-
rily the Rockefeller group as against the Morgan-Dupont group - and
finding for them the best method of getting ont from nnder the cri-
sis. The howl of certain bourgeois elements against the court pack‘
‘ing, the reorganisation bills of the capitalist-puppet Roosevelt, is
not a difference over principle (democracy versus buracracy, cte.) -
but a difference over who shall wiela the new powsr and in whose 1i-
hterests it shall be wielded, ‘

STRUGGLTES AMONGST THE CATITALISTS

8 - The squeezing of the bourgeoisie in the economic field manifusts
itself din the political field in all the ruptures and schiom firgt
between the two warring camps of cajitalism, the working cl=s s and
the capitalist class, second between the various capitalists thoene
selves, and third even within the ranks of cach caplitalist rrouping.
Inside the Democratic Marty the atruggle betwesn the New Dealers and
anti-New Dealers has Y%ecome sharpened. But even within the New Ben-
lers there have been seriour ruptures: buetweesn Lehman and Rooscvelt
over the court bill, taxes, etc. In the Repnblivan camp the saume
struggle 1is evident: Landon vs. Hocver: the Farm Republicans  vs,
the City Republicans (the MYew Hampshire governor, for instance,
threatens to move to a tthird" party if a "progressive" policy to-
ward the farmer and worker is not adopted), etec., XEven the Laber
Tarty camp of capitalism -« the Lewils camp - is not free from breaks
and ruptures, Dubinsky and Martin are definitely fighting Lewia and
others, and cementing support for their struggle with the AR of L
(Frey, Tobin, etc.). ~The dtalinist and Lovestoneites arce at logier-
heads within the Labor Tarty movement, etc. The Trotskyites offer a
different concept of the Labor Tarty from thu rest.

w WAR PRETARATIONS

9- The most prominent aphere of capitalist readjictment is in the
War Treparations. Behind the scenes the economic plans for war have
long been prepared with the individual capitalists. Blue prints for
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converting "peace" factories into war factories have long been dist-
ributed. Tlans for taking over ccrtain industries -~ railromds for
instance - arc perfegted, But the frenzied preparations &f U.3. ca-
pitalism for war today nre priamar:ly in the social sphere: the mov-
ement to conscript both physically and mentally the Amsrican working
clngs behind war. With the aid of the reformiast Workeis Allinance
the unemployed movement is bcing castrated and brought into support
of the Roosevelt re-organisation programs, hig war preparations,
The CIC and AFL, togetherewith the yveformist Labor Party and the
Stalinists, Jocialist and centrists, are deluding the working elass
into pipe-dreams  about "collective zecurity”, mnn-made depressions,
fights against the, 60 families, etc. Such delusions pave the way
for Iay Bills, etc. The Vouth is being marshalled into COT camps,
in preparntion for the army, into ROTC's, efc., With the aid of the
pro-Rooscvelt American Students Union, Jingoism and patriotism are
sweeping the most important section of the working class during war,

- the youth. The very propaganda of capitalism is becoming more open.
"We must arm for peace®, Sccretwry Hull states, The jingo referen-
ces to the "bad" nations of Rurope, the waralike fnscigts, cte., are
merely smokescreens hehind which Américan imperialism plans to build
its military force still stronger. The actual 'military cxpenditurcs
are the greatest in history,and the propaganda for a "Navy Sccond to
None" has given way to the propaganda for the "Biggest Navy in the
World. ! W

DEMOCRACY AND FASCISH

© 11 » The comnuction bhetween bourgeeis democreay nna fascism ns two,.

~ different forms of capitalist rule is especially visible on the eco-

~ nomic s3phere,where the pump-priming of Rocoseveltian democracy blends
into gevirnmental control and ownership of industry -nd finnnce an
into fassianm. gn the socinl gphure nlthough less visible the con-
seription hills, the arbitration measnres, the forced mediatien, the
irtrodnct.ion of CNC camps, cvte.are a chain of the same linke f wihich
fascism 1ig mnade. The attempts by the reformists and the cuntrists
(including auch "left" cuntrists as the Trotskyites) to show an in-
trinsic distinction between bourgeois democracy and fasclam arc merce
lies and fakery.

COMING!

WHY COMMUNISM ?

Topular in style, logical in appronch, convirging in cenclusion,
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PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNIST ORGAMIZATION

DEIOCRATIC C“NTRALI”M A POLITICAL PBINGIPLE

L. The Revolutionary Marxaan Organization lﬁ‘
a. Based on a Program of Marxism :
bs International in Character
* ' c. Politically ana Orgmhlzatlonally Indep»adant
v .de Demoeratic Centralist in Structure '
“ For Marxists, the above whole or any of its parts is a principled-
questiony each ig interrelated with the other, The Marxian program
is obvlously the WHOLE from which the othér PARTS flow and 'is conse-
quently the DTRCESIVE aspect of the nuestion of" the Revolutionary
Marxist Organization, .

2. Democratie Centralism is not an organizational aspect of the
gquestion, but a POLITICAL principle of the first water. Those who
make of it an organizational fetish, or attempt to utilize it as a
vehicle for unlimited debate don't understand the guestion as a live
ing instrument in the hands of the proletarian vanguard, Only a
Marxist leadership operating on 4 Marxist line can mabntain Democra=-
tic Centralism. For Marxists Democratic Centralism is essential in
order that petty-bourgeois, opportunist, and ultra~left influences
de not prevail both in the 1deologica1 and organizational spheres,

% FPor revisiorists, Demccratic Centralism becomes an obstacle in
theixr: histeric toak of tying the workers' organization to the bour-
geoisie, The way out of this ohstaele is. two-folds . the demand for
"frecdom? of criticism and unlimited discussion deébatesy -and  pub=
right’ baronracy. Usually rev;a;mniam Yeserts to a little of boﬁh
Democratic Ceptralism, in- "the. last analysis, is abrgogated gnly as
the result of rev:sxonism and: Talse programmatic positiens; in other
words, ° rcv131nn in the PARTS are the result:of revigions af: ~the
¥§onﬂ no matter”'whlah side of the revisiqn Qames 1o’ the surface
I‘St. Dol . R .

kHoif Dw:;gmzm g;g c?z

4 A sound Marxian organizatxon and‘ita luadcrship utiliz§a Demo o=
ratie Centralism, through a proper combinstion.and coordination of
its  two component aspects (democracy and centralization), to make

its program 'a living reality, A virile Communist organization mudt :

be built on the hasis of iron discipline. It must permit the great-

est posgsible - demoeracy in  the developmsnt of its political line.

Once, however, the majority decision is adﬁptcd then it is incumb-
ent upon every individual to carry sut in ACTION the will of the ma=-
Jorlty. An organization of revolutionists, ullike a debating socie-
ty, must insiat that all abide hy the decisions rcacthed, The indiv~
idual and the individual point of view become submer%bd and the uh-
- ited organization stands before the proletariat ang the class enemyi
Through the proper channels, and by discipliniry action if necessary
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the will of the magority must be enforced upon those who refuse to
abide by and carry out the decisions adopted. The powe# of convic-
tion is more desirable; discipline is invoked only as a last resort.

5, The democratic procedure flews from a centralized structure of
elected committecs in a graanated order, Retween meetings of the
body under vhich it serves, each committeu has the power to act, in
its rezpective  Jjurisdiction, on quustions of policy and tactics.
The whole structure of Democratic (entralism becomes a basis for
the training of profesazional revolutionists ana the development of
the rark and filce verkers,

UXITY AND EFFICIENCY IN THE CLASS STRUGGLE

6. Revolutionary discipline, a vital factor of the Marxian organiz-
aticr, flecwirg from the Democratic Centralist structurs and related

te the general pregram, provides for unity and efficicney in the

class strugeles and pstablishes a minimum of activity for the inaive
igual according tc his ability and the necd of the organization,
Proletariar resporsibility of the individual to the organizatich in
this wnyr, r.plac.s putty-bourgwois "anarchism", Thu relationship of
the lenders tc the rank and file and of both to the organization can
he genernlly summed up by the formulna: full democracy irn the cleo-
ticr. ¢f ccmmithees ard  the deliberations on political questions,
plus ircn ‘“barracks® discipline in action, Internally, members of
higher bedius are responsibic before thelr respective higheat bedy
ard to the crganization in gencral, always defending the positions
¢f the higher bedies in the lower bedies,
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MAY DAY MAMIFESTO -

This yesr the "official" lay Day parades and demonstrations

are for war and fcr capitalism. The labor fakers have succeeded

in grgarizing the workers for the boss-cluss,
Ter the message of class struggle, class golidarity, class

frig

iraepenaence, read the special MAY DAY ISIUE of the

FICHTING WORKER {
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THE DIALECTIC IN SQCIRTY

We have shown in the studvy of nature that the process by which all
of its material combinations develop proceeds dialecticallv. Is
this also true in social development? Although materials under con-
sideration are of a more complex nature in social development than
in inorganic and organic evolution the same dialectical process can
be founa, As Marx and Engels correctly stated in the QDmmunlsp lian-
ifesto, "The history of all hitherto existing soclety 1s the history
of class struggles." (5) This class struggle under social systems
of the exploitation of man by man is merely the expression cf the
contradictions and antagonistic forces making up this society.

 The dialectical process in social development has been anaylized and
its "laws! defined, as Historical Materialism. Or one could say
that Historical Materialism is the appiication of the dialectical
materinlist method of reasoning to social developpent. The Iatter
is merely the reflection of the former, the process of social devel-
opment.
MATERIALIST CONCEPT OF HISTORY

"The materialist conception of history stajpts from the proposition
that production of the means to support humah life, and next to pro-
duction, the exchange of things produced, is the hasis of 21l aocinl
structure; that in every society that has appeared in history, tho
manner in which wealth is distributed and society divided into
clagses or orders is dependent on what is produced, how it 1ux pro-
duced and how the products are exchanged. From this point o2 viow
the final causes of all social ehanges and political revolutions nrc
to be sought not in the philosophy, but in the economics of enlli
particular epoch, The growing perception that existing gncinl inst-
itutions are unreasonable and unjust,that reason has become unreascn
and right wrong, is only proof that in the modes of production ana
exchange changes have silently taken place, with which the sccial
order, adapted to earlier economic conditions, is no longer 1n koep~
ing. From this it also follows that the means of getting rid of te
incongruities th at have heen /brolght to light,mist also bu present,
in a more or less developed condition, within the changea modes of
production themselves, These means are not to he invented by de-
duction from fundamental principles, but are to be discoverea in the
stubborn facts of the existing system of production.” ()

- BCONOMIC DETEIIINIGK

Historical Materialism must not be confused with the theory prescnt-
ed under the name of RBconomic Determinism. The warped concept of
historical materialism presents economic factors as tne cnly fact-
ors, ignoring other factors and in no way presents the proper inner-
relation of the economic base and its super~structure in analysis.
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Historical Materialism presents the mode of production as the deter-
mining factor of the development and decay of that social system,
But Historical Materialism, unlike economic determinism takes into
proper consideration the other inner-dependent fogcea such ans envir-
orment, super-structure and the role of mn, the human factor.

Whereas the Tconomic Determinist position is in reality mechanical
materinlism, the Historical Materialist concept is dinlectical mate
erialism, ¥or example, in the decay stage of capitalism, who can
deny the importance of the capitalist state (a part of the super-
structure)in relation to the capitalist mode of production,when con-
gidering the question of the transformation of capitdism to soeial -
ism?  Who does not understand the role of a revolutionary political
party, its program and its leadership in relation the question of
overthrow?  Historical katerialism presents all of these factors in
their proper relationship, while the ultra-lefts, the anarehists,
and the reformists ete,, who in one form or the other reject Histor-
ical Materialiam (E%alectical liaterialism) are unable to present a
scientific program and carry through correct action.

A rough 1line of demarcation can be drawn between these material
factors and the mode of production presented in its true light as
the determining factor by the following: That the mode of production
in relation to the social development and decay, in its historieal
aspects 1s the determining fnetor for the super-structure and the
acts of man. The most important aspects of the super-structure are
the State, Fducation, Law Ideology, Art, Science, Philosophy, Custom,
Tolitical Tarties, etc, But =&t each given moment, or at certain
stages of the process the inter-play of other material frctors and
forces play momentarily the most important role, within that given
FRAI'EWORK already defined by the mode of production., This alters
such important factors ns the time clement, forms, making patterns
of uneven nnd combined development, bringing porsperity on the onc
hond and social revolution on the other hand at the most peculiar
Junctures and parts of the world capitaliat chain, etc.

ROLE OF MAN

The Great Man Theory that great men arrive and remould soclety to
their own liking, thnat great men are the determining factor in soc~
inl development, that great men make history, ete, 1s the ideénlist
concept applied to the sphere of social develepment. Man plays an
important role in social development. Marxists have said more than
once, that man does not moke history out of the whole cloth, that
Yorxists not only explain the world, they REMAKE THE YORLD, But
this role of man and great men,Historicnl Materinlism does not deny;
on the contrary it places in its proper historical sctting in relae
ticn to the other factors and above all to the mode of production.

Historicnl Materialism deals with the entire span of socinl develop-
ment of mankind even though in the main it has been applied far more
extensively to the system of capitalism, Here too, if there is such
a thing as a dialectical process we must present the sontradictory
foices, the process of development and the main outlines of the soc-
ial cycle, as have been presentcd in the field of nature. To begin
with, let us present the entire cycle of social development and with
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in this frame-work and background explore in greatdetail ore of its
systems -~ capitalism.

PRIVITIVE COMMUNISHM

In the evolutionary development of the animal "kingdom", and espsc-
ially the animal known aswmn, we can find the first forms of socle-
ty in the gens and clans, whers primitive man banded vogether and
started the strugele against nature on an entirely new nlene of ac-
tion. ° This dividing line began the separation of man voum he Test
of the animals and was marked by mans! actions to produce iz own
means of subsistence. It was the first struggle of man to conquer
vature, rather than to allow nature to set thepace for maw as 1t
does with the other specics.

This early period, which lasted for a period of tens of thousands qf
vears with its peculiar economic and social development, recorded 1in
cansiderable research material, ean be presented as a pericd of PRI~
MITIVE COMI'UNISM. ‘ ‘

Through ~social development of mans' slow victory over nature the
first stage gave way to what is called the lower stage of barbarism
and then to the higher gtnge of barbarism,

CIVILIZATION

This gave way to the monopoly of land and the useof man b man as
slaves., A new stage of social development gad bevn reached. Tt re-
presented the systems of Chattel Slavery, Peudualism and Gapit~liam,
These were the threc systems that are now known as Civilization and
can he presented as the period of mans' develogment of the exploita-~
tion of man %y man.

Today we have reached the first stage of transition to anothur soc-
ial svstem, it will be represented hy the three main stages of Tran-
sition Xconomy, Socialism and Scientific Communism, ana will again
replace the main struggle of the exploitation of man by man with the
struggle of man against nature, This will be the negntion of the
negation and a "return to the first stage®, on a higher plane,

THE SO0GIAL CYCIED

The social cycle, as a dialectical process of the Jeed,Plant, Seed;
or the Fgg, Fish, Egg+ etc,, represents the following:

Primitive Communism  Man vs. nature Conditicn
Civilization Van vs, man (include former) MNegnation
Scientific Communism Man vs, nature Negation of the

negation,
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DIALBCTIO TDOCEST OF CATITALIOM

e birth, growth and decay of capitalism presents this dialectic
)rocess: -

"fhe capltalist method of production and method of appropriation,
that is to say capitslistic private progerty, 1s the first negation
of the indiviaual private property founded on labor of individu=nls:
the negaticns of the ecapitalisitic preoductiorn will be self-prodno-
ed with the necessity of a natural process.,” (7) The negation cftie
negation tages oslace when the exnropriators are expropriated, The
findividual private property’ i3 restored on a higher scale as so-
cial prozeriv,vhich lays the base for the elimination of the explol-
tation of ran by man.

The three stapes of capitalism can be clasgifiea as the stage of
mamfacturing, of Industrial Napitalism and Financial Ca,italism or
Imperizlism., The manufacturing stage was at the same time the hirth
stage of canitalism, T™his was the perisd that the cpitalist mode
cf production was replacing the handicraft praduction of the inaivi-
dgunl wcrkshcp ard whern the bourgecis revolutions were laying low the
Feudal Tharcns. Likewise, the stage of Imperialism is at the same
time the stage »f decay capitalism, and is represented primarily by
the strmeele bhetween oapitalism nand the proletarian revsylution, by
the strugele which will lead te the victorious preletarian revolute
ions in the decinsive sections of the earth, nnd then the gradual
transfermaticn  of the whele under a sccialist mede of producticn,

4

ator, we will present this dialectical process of capitalism with
all of itg corntradictiocns and negations of development,
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INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISY

GROVTIH OF U,.S5: IPERIALISM

The world imperialist reaflgnmenfs. an Ihe basis of the defeats and
quiescense of the working class, are rapidly snaplng up to the sec-
ond world war, upon which american Imperialism is counting to prod-
uce the solution to her needs. The last war crushed Germany and
pushed to the top the young giant of the west, to challenge in his
turn the mighty British eupire. The intervening 20 years have seen
the United states comsolidate its position and reach out to a colos~
sal e&tent.

The great size of the U.S., her wealth of resources, her giant prod-
ctive plants, enormous capital reserves, trained working c¢lass, and
or. top of all this her geographical "isolation" with an cecean bet-
wsen her and any serious riwval, all combined to produce the most
pewerful single country economically and finacially of the whole
world. '

This period has seen the U.3, driving forward to dominate world fin-

ance. Iwo-thirds of her exportis consist of manufactured goods, her
exportes have increased by 50% since the pre-war period, and her in-
qutmerts and holdings huve risen from 2% to 124 biliions of dollars.
Well Witreet has become the world's banker. Trade connections nave
r&witrw*ed to almost every point on the globe. it can be truly said
thie sderican empire is a world empire. »

Frecisely for this reason, the developments, contradictions, week-
nesces in any important country inevitably find their reflection upw
on aAmcrican lmperialism. Similarly, america finds herself directly
interested in  suppressing and crushing the uprisings and struggles
of the cppressed masses for liberation and frecdom.

But while america has achieved this mlglty gconomic supremacy, she
confronts as an ever-presesnt threat the empire of her great rival,
Grest DBritain, whose long years of world supremacy have given her a
dominant »hlitical position on the world arena.

DRIVING FORCE FOR WAR

in order to maintain her position, that is, in order to consolidate

herself and extend her holdings, because under capitalism there is

22208
orly either expansion or decline, America's imperious need is to a-
chleve a political supremacy coumensurate with her economiec superio-
115. This is dictated to her by her very economic mlght. Just as
Lpun faces the need of "org4n121ng“ Asia, as Germany 1is striviang to
‘o“:dnlze" Hurope, so to the U.3. must "organize" her vase, But her
base is the world}! Despite all her talk of “peace™, of "“isolation',
aworica must have more colonies, more posseysions, more bases from
which to operate and to assert her commanding position. But with

.
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such a perspective American Imperialism must run into a head-on col~

lision with the other imperialists of the globe, and especially with
Great Britain. \

It is these factors which make the U.S. the‘greatest single driving
force for war, in actual fact and in spite of her official propagan=

da.
THE STRUGGLE FOR ASIs

Viewed from the situation which America has already achieved, her-
most urgent need is a deeper penetration into aAsia. asis presents
to the devouring maw of world imperialism an enormous field for cap-
ital investuents and development, an almost untapped source of rawv
muterials, of staples such as rubber, tin, sulphur, manganese, cw®l,
iron, oil, etc., a potenttial market of wust possibilities, and a
source of cheup labor power that can be exploited to the utmost.
But the opportunity to exploit these possihilities demands that the
U.S5. Becure o base on this continent - colonies. This must mean a
struggle for China, for India, for the Dutch East Indies, etc. Jap-

an's invasion of China is thus a dircct blow to the aims of american
Imperialism.

The struggle for China can be taken as representative of the strugzle
for ssia as a whole, Hconomic aspects are very revealing. In the
years from 1913 to 1933 Japun increased her investments in  China
from 4 Billion dollars to 2 billions, Brituin from %+ Billion to 1
billion, und the U.3. from 50 million to ¢ billion. But this in not
the wholec story. In approximutely the same period Japun who in 1913
supplied 20% of China'’s imports, remined almost spotionary and even
declined slightly, Britain dropped from 56 % to supplying only 20 %,
while the U.3. jumped from 6% to supplying 20%! another inatance of
Americun advunce is the rapid growth of the sales of uairplane equip-
ment to China, increasming from 40 % in 1929 of all of China's aire
craft  to supplying a full 70 % in 1937. again, Wall Strect's ereds
it fund to exchange Chinese silver for gold,and enable China to purch-
asc Wl equipment represcnts a powerful argument in Americats hunds.

Fot Englund but the United States with her tremendous econmic
Strength 1s Jopun's greatest potenticl competitor. Thut America re-
&lizes this no lus fully thuan Japan is shown by her undercover
ueves %o tuarow ald to China, her playing up of Chinese propagunda as
aguiast  Jupansse, RooSevelt: drive for o 1 million dollur fund for
ei wiaihote Hed  Cross, ond unlile opain, his complute shelving of
“he neutrality lows which, if invoked in this case, would operate to

e bunefit of Japans
JAPAN, U.8., ENGLaND

In the three~cornered struggle between the U.8,, Great Britain and
fipan, Japanese Imperiulism being the weakest, and driven on by her
own exploasive internal contradiction, has been foroced to make the o~
nen moveg and resort to actual military invasion to achieve her ends.
But these moves have been cleverly calculated on the world rivalry




FOIRIE -ry —INTERNATIONAL

e

"

bf Britaine and America, and the inability of these 2 to present a u-.
nited front even to so dangerous a common enemy as Japan. Japan has
struck at the interests first of one and then of the other, In 1931
her Hanchurian expedition called forth the immediate and loud prot-
ests of the U, S, whose interests were most directly involved, while
Britain sat back and winked an eye. In the present war, when Japon

. vccupied Shanghai, it was Britain who sought action, and the U, 5.
wiro did not moves

An important aspect of the present war in China 1s the fact that the
mere occupation of territory will force Japsn into a new and gre.ter
contradiction, To exploit this new field tremendous sums of capital
will be required. Italy is confronting this problem today in Hthio-
ria. It is a factor that figures largely in 3Britain's calculations
regarding Franco. Japan too, will be f orced to come to Wall Street
snd London for funds and thus give thsse powers a Leverage over the
destinies of China. '

The conflict of the powers over Asia is exprossed politiecally in the
policy of Japan of ‘"Asia for the Asiatics® vs. the old Yopen door!
policy of the U.8, whe a3 a relatively new though powerful competit-
or on the field demunus for hevself equal rights for the penetration
of Asia, in efrect deminant rights, because of U.3. economic superi-
ority. :

e

WRIRST  LINS  (F DEFENSE® IN PACIFIC

Bound up with the strugzie for 4sia, and in the long run a key to
the question of dominance, is the sirugsgic For the Pacific Ocean.
American Imperislism las laid down for herself the perspective of
making the Caribbean en "american sediterrancan®. In this, the few
islandds and bases america alrcady hae, serve only to accentuate her
need far more. ‘ : :

The *tiny islands of uJidwav and Wake, Canton, ete., hitherto seecming-
ly valueless, have ayuired extreme importance as air bases connect-
ing the UG.o. anu Souih  America with Asia. Recent inspired state-
ments in ths proge are raising the guestion of postponing Pniiippine
Indenaendense. These trial ballocns by the adainistration, coverecd
as stutemeate by Ihilippiae "leaders', have thus far met an unfavore
able respiase. Tn oany casc, it is agsured that the FPhilippines with
thelr cirategls pogivion and tiaeir conscript army buili up by ameri-
cun luperialism will ke the front line of American operations in
e Pasifin. : :

The military-political strategy of the U,S5. lays down as the 9“first
“ine of defense" of the U. 8, in the Pacifica a line from alaska %o
the sleutian Islands to the Philippines on the one side, back from
the Philippines to Guam to Bamoa to the southernmost tip of South wam
evica on ths other side. The base of the triangle thus formed is the
coast line weaching from alaska straight down to the tip end of 5.
a1 ina. Mu apex of this erormouvs  iriangle embodying most of ko Pu-
n1fice g poanted directly at Japun and Asia. American naval aaeuv.
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ers, ’?ffzalally being helid around the Hawaiians, are reported now
tg @@fc reached as far as the Truk group of Isiands under Japanese
mendate, aluost to the Philippines themselves, despite official den-
lals of this rumor, the Navy Department announces the scene of 1938

?%iezggrs will be extended to include the Samoan, Wake and wmidway
B.La, *

4 line of'dgfepse so far out in the racifie, its spearhead actually
in the Phlllpplpcs, can have only one aim~ offense, The billion

anu Ciac quarier veing spent for re~armements, the maval race of the

world bowers in which the U.3., i taking the lead - all indicate Ame
crice's 1line of march., The gemeral policy of American Imperialism
in reilntlon 1o the Far East was well stated by Secretary Hull in his
supecn recently. He made 4 points: the U.S, is "arming for pcace’;

foerica will defend its  Far Eastern rights: it will make no alli-
arncus;  but it will conduct parallel action.

LATIN ALERICA

Not only dous the U.s. have her problems and difficulties in asia,

omt_ also at' home, on her own back doorstep, she has found hersclf

coming up agaeinst a stiffer and stiffer competition. Sinece the war,

ﬁmurlaa.haa undoubtedly made giant advances and holds the most domi~

pugt smgle position in lutin america. In 1937 the U, S, supplied
9% of w@ll the world imports to Latin America, as compared to 24% in

191%. Brituin in the sume period dropped from 26 % in 1913 to 16% in
1937, Egt the 1929 crisis brought in its train a negative effect up~

on american fortunes. In wue muin the U.S. has made little headway

in the lest few yeurs in Lining up the Latin American courntrics for
the coning war, The nompetition of Britain, Bermany and Japan has

been keen., ' :

Germany through her trade agreuments with Bruzil and purchuses of
Brozilian coffec and cotton was exerting a more definite influence
upon Braziliun financizl coonomic and political life. To wedge Gare

many out, Jall st. made Brazil a 60 million dollar loan end signed a

iriga pact with her., Thus the National City Bank reconsolidated its
O v L ]

On the other hand, Roosevelt's Latin Amarieén trip last fall aiming
to consumate a Pan - American military bloe fell short of its mark
with the bulking of argentina at the instigution of Great Britain.

The expropriation of the British and aAmerican oil companies by the
Cordecnas  rupime in Mexico presents a complicated pattern, with many
of the facis und detiails not yet known. The expropriation affects
Sineclair 0il, Standar 0il, and the British Royal Dutch Shell. Bee
hind thies act of Cardenas is the unrest and ferment of the masses.
Cardenas has succecded for the time at least, in heading off indepw-
endent working class aciion by the Mexican masses aguinst their imp-
erialist oppressors. But this wuas not the only fuctor determining
‘thia move. There is alsa tha struggle Petween Candenas and Celles,
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Cbeliind whom stend the Roeckefeller and sorgan groups of amcrican imp=-
erialists. 4and of course, there is the standing struggle between a-
merica and Britain in iexico.

The Roosevelt admiristration in retaliation against the expropria-
tion has cut off its purchase of some 5 million dollars of_si%ve?
per moath from Mexice, thus throwing off balance the whole of Mexice
20 curseacy with a disatrous effect upon living standards. etc.,
which in turn will react heavily against the Cardenas reglie. fall
Street's monthly payment of 5 miliion dolaars amounting almo§t to &
shsidy, has served to avert a possible revolutionary situuation from
developing, as well as giving the U.3. a virtuul strangleiold on
liexico,.

It is not at all excluded that the expropriation which seemingly is

directed against British and american companiss alike, Will.eﬁd up

to the advantage of the U,5« This sort of scheme has been witnessed
before in the Latin american countries. In this eventuality, some
arrangement will be found in regurd to the silver purchase.

The expropriation gives to the working class of uexico an excgllent
opportuniiy, to adv.nce further on its own independent class lines,
and begin to fight for nationalizution of industries under workers
control of production as a trunsition step in the struggle for power.
To take advantage of Cardena's act, and turn it to the interests of
the working ¢iass is a necessary and a correct step. But to support
Cardena's capitulist government because of this expropriction would
result in a political suicide tomorrow when this puppet of ameriean
Imperialism reveals his hund, and the working class realizes it hae
been led into a trap. '
‘ THE U.S. AND EUROQOPE

The desperute and audacious moves by Germany have aguin altered the
map of Burope. Germany was built up and financed by Uncle Sam after
the war and the revolutionary upsurge, partly with the aim of creat-
ing in the middle of Europe a counterbalance to the weight of PBreat
Britein, and partly because without the funds and aid poured in by
the Dawes and Young plans German economy could not have withstood
the impact of the proletarian offensive. Hitler's coming to power
saw Germuny turn from the U.S. to o more independent policy, direct-
ed at utilizing the friction and antagonism between Brituin wnd the
V.8, German heudway, just like the Itzlian, hus been made at Brit-
ains expensge in the main. : '

/merica's intervention and pepetrution in Europe has been muini;
through the dollar. By means 6f louns and trade agreeiaents the U.3.
has sought to draw into her orbit Germany, Italy, Russia, ete. whu
would 1n turn drug along the lesser middle-BurQpean countries, thus
forming an overpowering bloc direoted at Great Brituin., Repecutedly,

the U.3. hoas winked an eye and even extended aid (supplying oil to
“Italy during the mthiopiun invasion, for exumple} whenever she could
indirectly utilize these countries to deliver & blow «i Inglond.

i

P
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Thus far the U.3. has menaged successfully to disrupt every attempt
by Greut Brituin to form a European bloe against her, but on the o=
ther side, has been unable to achieve her own aims either., The U+,
did not join the Non-Intervention Committee on Spain, preferring to

work from %he outside; but anxiously sent Davis and played a promine
ent role in the Brussell's conference under Japun's threat to her A-
siatic interests. America accomplished nothing positive at the Bruss
ells confersnce, but she was able to prevent the formation of & pos=-
ible %bloc wunder England's hegemony which micght later be used ag-
ainst her, :

Hitler's absorbtion of Austria will probably intensify the right
shift throughout Burope, and also in France. If France can be prev-
alled upon to drop completely the already practically defunct France-
o-Joviet Pact, this will faciliitate further the British efforts to w
incorporate +the Rome~ Berlin axis into & 4 « power bloc of Britain,
France, Italy, «nd Germany.  The huge U.3, naval building program,
and her extended naval manuevers, are a silent dewonstiration of
.strength on the part of the colossus of the west, serving as a detw
errcnt and threat agaxnst the formation of sueh a bloc. Undoubtedly
americun Imperialism is busy behind the scenes mancuvering to fore-
stall such a bloc.
: THE SOVIET UNION

As the moet powerful imperiuiist country in the world, one of Americ-
a's basic aims has always beecn the destruction of the Soviet Union
(Dictatorship of the Proletariat), The most capitulatory policies
and action of Stalinism will never succeed in setting at easc the
justified fears of the world bourgeoisie, so long as even one pillar
of the Workers State remains standing. Nevertheless, the T.3. has
not bhalked and has even undoubtedly calculated upon a possible al-
ignment &and utilization of Stuitinism in another war. The conces-
sions which the U.3. would exact from Stalinism in such an alignment
~p0831bly the abolition of the monopoly of foreign trade, the flbod=
ing of the Soviet Countryside and cities with cheap american goods,
etc. - could undermine completely the alrcady tottering structure of
the proletarian dictatorship. If such an alliance were formed, we
would witness a tremendous wave of chauvinism and sociul~patriotism
in the U,d.8.,8¢t into motion by oStalinism. It will be the task of
the revolutionary elements to stund firm against this treachery, and
to continue the struggle for the suf eguurding and extension of the
interests of the proletariatend of tine Soviet Union, by a policy of
revolutionery defeatism in the U.s. und conditional defense to the
Soviet Union., o

UNITED STATES-~GREAT BRITAIN STRUGGLE

Thut the struggle between England end asmericu, the two rival titans ou
the imperiulist world, is deep~-rooted und world-wide and leading to
another world slaughter, does not exclude temporiry and even more
extended  joint action and working together in various fields where
their interests run parallel. Their recent trade agreement, their
parallel wuneuvers at axngapore, are ou wWes in points It is such ac-
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tions as these which have given rise to the twlk of a "London-Jashe
ington axis". Butl such superficiul analyscs fail completely to t.uke
into account the deep-rooted underlying antagonisms between the two
powrers. Oftimes, thelr joint wction ussumes the character of 2 encm-
ics, ewch afruid to step forward alone lest he be knifed in the back
by his ally. Nevertheless, 1t is not excluded thuot world develop=-
ments mey tuke the form of o woxy of extermination aguinst the Soviet
Union, with the U.s. utilizing the str uggle and stepping in 2t the
mopent most advantigeous to her on the side of the "allies"

- In either cusc, whether the wur tukes the form of & direct open
clash betwecen Britain und U.s. Impericiism, or u different form as
suggested above, it will still be the scene of the struggle between
V.3, und Greut Britain, in which ong will gain at the expense of the
other. We wre, of course, oaitting for the purpose of discussion
the question of a proletariun insurrection, which can tear to shreds
the entire pattern.

CONTEADICTIONS LEAD TO OVERTHROY

The official propagundc of the government on the "peaceful! aims of
the U.8, cunnot conce.l tie fict that willy-nilly the NREDS AND INT~
ERESTS of americun Impericlism are driving her towards war. The
lnck of colonies must be satisfied. The penetration of Asia must b
accomplished. The cconomic supremacy of america must have its corr-
esponding world politicul hegemony. Neverthblcss,i"democrwtlc“ Ame-
grica is ecconomicully powerful enough to sit back and pull the
strings, and have the lessSer notions make the first moves and do the
"small" fighting. But these "pollcemen" could not act without the
tacit consent of the U.3.A.

We have only presented part of the problem and ‘have arbitrarily om-
itted in the main the relation of Amesrican Impericlism to the prolet-
ariat and the oppressed musses under its domination. But this fuct-
or, of the most decisive churucter, runs through the entire pattern
of the empire of americun Imperiulism. The further it extends its
hase and its holdings, the more it encompasses, the gre.ter and deep-
¢r become the contradictions interwoven into its structure. americ-
an Imyzrl lism is sitting on a volcain. 4 struggle of the oppressed
masses in fur off asia has its repetoussions over the world. A
clash in Latin America may spread with a lightning-like rapidity
throughout the whole continent. Just where the spark will be struck
no-orne can 8ay. But the revelat.onary movement must build its forc
es, prepare 1ts cadres, curry on its activities in the class, lay
the besis for the moment when the spurk is struck, in order to be a-
ble to fan it into a mighty flame that will destroy the very found-
ations of Impericlism, and liberute mankind from its shackles.
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