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MILITARISM AS A MODERN DEVELOPMENT IN THE UNITED STATEo

Militarism, the full-grown armed force of the capitalist state,
developed and blossomed in Europe where the contradictions of theé
productive forces and national boundaries rceached anacute form long:
before they did in the United States. The U.S. was held up as an ex-

» ception to this rule, as a country where Militarism could not take
root. But historical development has thrown this theory in the waste
basket as it has thrown the theory that there were ‘no classes in USA.

. Militarism has slowly developed, until now it looms up as & pow
erful factor in the American state structure, yet this development
has taken place without full recognition because it has taken on spe-

‘ glal forms, unlike those developed in the classical Militarism’ of
urope. :
" American Imperialism is-unable to extend its: posltlun and carry
cut its policy of "organizing the World"‘W1thout the extenslon of i~
litarism to giant proportlons.

SPECTAL ASPECTS OF THE MILITARY FORCES OoF THE UNITED bTATWSv

The military forces 01 the Unlted Sta*es have a spec1al organ-
izational structure to fit the needs of the peculiar development of
the United States. Besides: the Army, Navy, end air-Corp, the governm
ment nas the Marines as a sea army, especially censtructed for coloni
ial and overseas wars. Besides this regular force they have a bpec1al

bourgeois militia, formerly the home guavd, organlzed by the states,

© now organized as a national guard, which gives the states a sufficie

nt latitulie for self gxpression, but at the’ same time keéeps 1t under
the control of the national governmenty

The national guard has been the main force usad for strike-bresak
ing activity, and although a hatred. >f and oppdsition to the bourg@x
ois militia has uevaluped in the working ciass and the trade union
movement, the same grcups are supporters of the regular armed forces

of American imperialism. This division between the use of the. rdtlon-
al guards for opeC¢wl purposes and t he regular srmy has served as a
“flre door" and has choked the fires of WOPKlngﬂblaSS hatred from.
spreading to a general oppcsition to militarism as & whole.,

A whole series of other military forms, ooncealed and open, are
used as fecders for the program of the mllltarlzatlon of the Americ-
an workers. The Bgy Scouts, R.0.T.C. symmer training camps, CCC.cam
ps, and other forms are used, and are slowly penctratlng gvery avenue

of publio life with the spirit of militarism. '

Where formerly the lumpen-proletariat made up the main reserve
of the regular armed force, today on the heels of the crisis and mass
. unemployment, the armed forces are selecting recrults from only tnose,

~who have had a high-schocl aducation.

“MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS GND THE MILITARY'FORGES

: ALY fovms of ailltary apnropr¢atlons cf the capitalist ctate
ust be exposed and fought against as part of the general struggle
galnst Milltarxsm..The open as well as the masked forms of Allltdry



A revoluticnary organizution that does not toxe this phose of
the mntl -war work sarlously will not be wortny of its nume.

THE FPICHAT ACAL\TST A.L.L Fom& OF MII.ITAPIWI

The w01k1ng cluss must espose: wnd glght wgclnat all forms of mi

itarism. In bricf this me.ns:

l.Educxte. the messes to the re.l role of m1¢1t>xlsm Jnd the st.te.

2+.Create opposition to cll forms of bourgeOJs militorism.

S.Prescnt these slogwns thuat lewd to aection for the demor;ilzgtlon
of the military force und the exploiters' stotes

In order to carry this out the revolutionury’ vwngagrd nust i

l.8truggle aguinst the use of the educational system for militariwm
This call for oppositon to conpulwarj m¢lltarv train 1ng aond for the
«bolition of the R.0.T.C.

2.Fight against the. use of unemployed aprropriatlops For m1¢1tary
purposes.
- d.Expose and Oppose 411 forma of military appropriations. .

4,Fight against 211 forms of the bourgeois militurgzation. of the p
youth, boy scouts, QQCY cumps, R.Q.T.C.,etc. etc,

5, We ure oppesed to the joining of military forces.. The oues+30n
of working in the army, .nd c.lling for the joining of the mllltxry
force, or tuking o "neutral“ position on this questxon are two diff-
erent aspectso of the problem, :

6.:We ure opposed to the draft for wur peoriods. Je flght &gainst the
‘draft up to the period of conscription, pointing out thut, even if we
Go not prevent it, we will greatly weaken the drive to militurize the
workers for the wur and help the anti-military forces. after the druf
tokes place, we are opposed to Conscious Objection (CO's) and to ind-
ividual and anarchist actions against it. This is a petty-bourgeois
liveralism, after the druft tukes pluce, we change our tactics. We do
not hurry to join the colors; but if it c.rmot be avoided, we work
within the army for our cluss position. This merely means that we ex-
tend our cluss struggle activity to the war front.

7.We are opposed to the slogan of,"Draft waor wnd Capltdl“ This &
the best me.uns of orgunizing the wur on o resl efficient basis for
the c.pitulist class as o whole. Capitul w111 continue under this slo
gon as private property ond the relations will ,111 remedn’ far thi ere
uuiiﬂ'éfiuurplus value for the CAPITALIST.
: In our opposition to Militarism, it is false to - take the positlor
that the soldier .is a person to shun and hate. We must consider sold-
dlers as misguided workers. The tactics to be used against those detacl
ents that are used as strike~breakers will vary nccording to local
onditions.
3 Above all, the question of mlllt*r sm affects’ the youth of the pc¢
ulwtlon, and must e mude a epecicl fighting issue of the revolutior
Y youth organization. This by no means implies’ that the revolution-
¥y party turns this work over to the youth. The purty must lead tihe
ruggle ag.sinst militurism. The adult workers, «nd empeci.lly the wu-
n,cun be dr.wn into a genuine struggle ag.inst militorisi wnd there
involve every force wvallable in thls struggle against -imperi. Jlst
rs and for fhe class war.
- The bourgeocis sport éstructure of the U.8. hes reuched the highest
rm within the capitulist 'system us an instrument for idealogicul pro
nda to control the working ciuss. In this r¢spect, it hus its val-
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ue as a preliminary structure and idealogical factor for the milita
ization of the American youth.

VORK IN THE sRuY

The struggle against Militarism and the capitalist system must
be carried on in the army. A fight must be made for the democratic
rights of the armed .forces:- the rights to be & full citizen, to vde
to belong to unions, to fight for better conditions, wages, reading
matter, etc. The democratization of the army as a means to demoral-
ize the armed force, election of officers, etc. is not anly a tactic
to be employed in the period of revolution: but must also be employed
at all times according to the conditions prevailing. This has nothing
in comnon with the Stalinist slogan of asking the French Government
to drive the Fascists out of the army.

Work In The Army In Periods Of War. ' .

The work in the army during the war is carried on within the
framewurk of turning the imperialist war into a civil war by wo@klng
for the defeat of our imperialist power. In this stage the t actics to
democratize the army becomes more than of propaganda value. all tact-
ics for the demoralizatiaon of the armed f orces of the imperialst gov-
ermment must be co-ordinated for our general alus -

Class division will inecrease as the wuar proceeds. The revolutilon
ists, in organizing their cells in the armed forces, will co-ordinate
this activity with the revolutionary party's struggle for the over-
throw of the capitalist class, Decluration of wur carries with i@ the
active illegal work of the purty, which should be¢ prepared long in
advance., .

CARRYING THL CLASS STRUGGLE INTO THE ARJMY

The special structure of the americen militaxry fordes enable the
to keep down to the minimum the .class antagonisms in society from bre
.oking out in the aray. In times of peace, even though the tosk is dif
ficult, the revolutionists must do all possible to obtuin x foothold
and curry the ¢luass struggle within the wrmy, '

In times of wur, the skeleton army of the cupitilists, which is
trained -dnd mechunized, tuke® on the meut of the working-cl.ss youth
for gun fodder and thereby opens the door to an increase in cluss div
ision and ctass struggle in the urmed force, Bl

‘THE POLICE ¥ORCE -
The distinction’ betiween the militury and the police force of the
 hation is essential to enuble us to curry our propug:nda. To win the
Lrmy is ‘essentiul for successful revolution, on the other h.nd, the
police force, in the min, will be o bulwurk of re.ction. The selectiv
of the police urm i¢ curidied on upon a.different busis thun recruitiy
of the .rmyy.especi lly in the war period, ‘ ' , :
- The police arm is divided into the city police, County Sheriffs

division, St.te police, Dep.riment of Justice, priv..te police forces
of the cupit.ilists, etec. .nd now they plun to exp.nd the n.tion.l mit
it.ry force under the & men. - : ‘ ‘ -

~In period of revolutionury struggles,the prop.g nda to neutr.li-
ze lorge sections of the police, to disintegr.te the forces of the
exploiters must be carried on. ' SIS L



THz USE OF THE MILITIA IN STRIKES

‘ The Nat}onal Guards has been used as a regular strikebreakingil
ingtrument throughout the United States by the capitalists and theil
state. Our fight against this must be curried on to rouse the whole
population ageinst this form of militarism, but «t the same time,
éhe gorkers must carry on ac¢tivity wit hin the ranks of th e National
warde. : : : . o ;
appeals from the strikes and the trade unionists, led by the
revolutionary purty, to refuse to fight against.the strikes, to ref
use to be strikebreskers must be made. The struggle against the Nat
ional Guerd in strikes can only ve led by the revolutionary party.
To tvurn the leadership of this struggle over to.auxilary organizats®
lons will lead to ‘defeat, ° ‘ e ' h

The attempt to use the Wilitia {Qleen,Minneapolis; LaFol.ette,
iis,.etc.) by the Purmer-Laoor Paties, etc., for the strikers and &
ainst the bosses is un iliusion of first magnitude. Such a line on-
%y means the use of the Miilitia in the name of the workers for the

0B83EEe - . ' . : - .

The workers must counterpose to this demawnd their demand in st
rikes for the rignt to dsscmble, speak, distribute their press, pie
ket, and the right to organize their own defence squads agasinst the

bosses' thugs. At no time cen the strikers call for the Militia ag
ainst the bossuvs, This is capitulation to the bosses.

PACIFISY

Pacifism, which claims to lead the fight against war and mile
S itarism, is the surest road in prepuring the -way for militarism and
war. Revolutionists are against all imperiulist wars and for the
class wmar. Revolutlionists are for wars of c¢olonial liberation, for
civil wer, and for the overthrow of capitalism.

Pocifismd smends class peace within the framework of the capit
alist system, where the exploiting minority ave on top of the ex«
F§Oit&d majority. against class peuce, the revolutionists call for
cliss war, : : . , : ’

. Wilitarism cannot be fought unless the fight against pacifism
is carried on at the suame tims, < . :

THE 2nd and 3rd INTERNATIONAL PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES

A position of revisioniam in the state makes it impossible to
fight for & revolutionury position ug.ingt militurism and war. How-
ever. o yYormully correct position on the stute and a fulse position

con militeriem ond war wili likewise lend to defeat.

: A prover strugole ugeinst militurism is impossible if the por~
ties position un the question of war is fulse. Jith a sociul-patriot
- dc porition the puarties of the second und third Internationud s are
incapuble of currying on en effuctive struggle ageuinst wur, oguwinst
militorism, .nd for the winning of the .rmy to the working-cluss,
. The 3tulin-Lav.l Communique, which luys down a completely false
position; on this question, is wlBo supported by the sociulists. The
position of the sociclists und the st.linists in Fronce to disarm ik
Foscists und workers: the complete luck of struggle in beholf of the
colonisl peoples, exploited by their ovn imperillists, the support
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of the Leugue of Nations und sanctions-- the social-patriotic posit-
ions, to say nothing of the other false positions onwur, means th.t
the struggle ag.inst war and fascism will habe to be carried on with
out and ..guinst the parties of the second and thlrd.lnFerna?lonals.
The position of the Milit.uns and so called left Socialists in no bet
ter, even though it is covered up with Znm's Centrists formulas.

THE USSR AND THE USA AS ALLIES IN THE NEXT WAR
The position of the Marxists on the question of war and defeat-

ism is not changed one iota if the USA fights in a war on the sidg of
or against the Soviet Union, Our main task and line of march remains

the same: to turn the imperialist war into a civil war---the workers

must work for the defeat of its own imperialist power. The seizure of
power by the workers in the U3 will establish a REAL ally. The diff-
erence is in,l-tactics 2-our position after wetake power. If the Us i:
fighting on the same side as the Soviet Union and the United Stateg i
shipping supplies to the Soviet Union, and we are sure of the destin-
ation of such shipments, we would not call a strike and prevent this
aid; but this in no way signifies that we consider america's role and
the war progressive.

Wnen the workers defeat their imperialists in the United Stutes,
and a war is raging agoinst the Soviet Union, the victorious worke;s
republic would continue the war, not as an ally of the other imperiul
ists;  but as one worker's republic coming to the defence of another.
The war would be continued to defend the Soviet Union and for the fur-

ther cxtension of the Qctober Revolution. '

THE US ARAY AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

If the United States uses its armed forces against any of the
colonial or semi-colonisl countries, the workers of the United States
must do all possible to assist the colonial peoples against American
Imperiulism. We must demand the immediate withdrawal of the armed for-

ces, We must dewand the right of separation of these countries from
Americun Imperi.lism and of their self-determinction.

In the colonies, the army must be propagandized to refuse to fi-
ght; and when the situation develops, the mutiny of the troops.and the
their aid to the colonial peoples will stimulate the workers' and peo-
sants? struggle ageainst Imperiglism.

COMPULSOKY MILITARY TRAINING

Compulsory militaury training in times of war is the naturul out-
growth of the development of militarismond the extension of economic

- war to the military sphere. In times of peuce, the cupitalists .org.n’

ize and troin these farces and offic er divisions thut can become the
skeleton structure of a mass marmy of millions,; The officers rorps,
the National Guards, the state police, etc., all constitute part of
this general structure for & rapid mobilization wnd training of rooki
At present, o new phnase of the mili tarization is taking vioce
Thet is the compuiscry wiiitory training which is inveding tus odu
cationial structure of America. The use of the educational system £or
compulsory training is proceeding rapidly. Now American Imperi.lism
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has established compulsory trainiﬁg in the Philippine Islagnds,where
& conscript army will be the first line trench-amd-first outpost of
~American Imperialism againat Japanese Impericslism, This was carried
through under the cloak of Philipyine " Independence" in ten years,
with full military rights reserved for Americen Imperialism, The
"Independent" government of the island put through compulsory mil-
itary training and imported Mearthur of the USA Army to take charge
This steady invasion of militarism in special American forms wi th
“fire doors" betweun the military divisions will steadily continue.

FOR THE INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS MILITARY TRAINING

The ¥arxists are against the bourgeois militarism; but are for
the military training of the working class for their own c¢laas inter
ests, This does not mean that wse advooate the joining of the army to
obtain military traeining., The party selects those whom it desires toj
Join. In the first stage, the militory training of the workers will
toke on the ferm of sport organizations, of committees of defence, of
workers guard groups, of fighting detachments, .nd of teaching and
training for the military aspects of strikes. The INDEPENDENCE of the
working olages military training is in essentiul part of the gsneral
progrum of the workers' struggle aguinst militarism as o speaial con-
aition in developed and decnying capitalism. V v

We fight for Pooples' Army as a meuns of demoralizing the dbour-
geo%s armed farces., We fight for independent working-closs military
troining with amms as an embryo structure for our Red Army. To try
to combine the two structures in fact or name in so~culled Workers'
Militia i to \,,rp both phases of this work «fainstImperialism. The
slogan of a Peoples! Army muy be used im our gemeral propaganda: but
the agitation for the Peoples' Army will find reaponse in the work-
ing-olass only in times of & Pre~revelutionary situation.

THE STATE

The state is an instrument of supression used by the ruling ex-
ploiting class to subject and exploit the contending class in socicty
~Yvery state is a dictatorship, no matter what form it may take, from

bourgeois democracy to fascism. In thie stage of history, it must
elther be a dictatorship of the capitalists, or a dictatorship of the
proletariat. At the same time, every state has its elements and de-.
gree of democracy.

Capitalism is a dictatorship over the workers and oppressed aol.
onlal masses aund is a democracy for the c.pitalists. The workers dic.
tatorships will be o dictatorship over the exploiters and will be 2
~democracy for the workers and sxploitad masses.
2y That group and c¢lass which controls the means of production,whi

¢ontrols the meuns by which labor must produce and obtain its living.
~is the force thut hus the sconomic power to control the state, The
- Btate becomes the instrument of suppression in the hands of the rul-
ing class that controls the mems of production. 1In this relctionw
ship, the armed Might of the stute is the decisive factor, by which
& smtll handful of cxploiters control and subject the overwhelning
majority of workers ond cppresscd rurcl musses.

The armed forces of the stute become a decisive guestion 2t ev-
ery stage of the class struggle between the workers and capitalists..
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~gry training will become &he skeleton struoture around which a Red

FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE <RUY: FOR THE ~FiIFG OF THE PECPLE

We are against militarism and we are for the abe%ltzwn of the
armed forces of the exploiters, forces thal are recruited from work-
ers azd farmers, controlled by officers of the exploiters, elevaled
abore the working class as an instrument of supression, and used ag-
ainst contending exploiters and the exploited. In place of the army,
ws call for the arming of the psople, both men and WOmeEN. %anxn said
tdake every soldier a citizen and every citizen a soldier.

The calling for the arming of the people is not only a slogan to
use in these countries where the courgeois democratic phuse of ihe res
volutions has not taken place, but also in the leadigg 1mpe:1&lists
powers o8 o meuns of demoralization of the state und its armed force.,
The fact that you cannot realize this slogan under cagit&%ism,in.th?
struggle aguoinst militarism, isnot grounds for its rejection. This is
a slogan of action im & period of revolution. '

It is well known thzat the exnloiters, even down to the small mid

‘dle class, a8 well as the scum tnut defends the capitulist robbers,

can obtain grms at all times, and the passing out of arms @a this glw
ement depends upon the state of Yinsurreotion" in the sections orx in
the countyy as o whole. - .

On this basis it is foolish to say that to call for the arming
of the people means to arm the reactionaries and fasciets us well o3
the workers. Under capitalism they can obtain arms whenever they nged
them. Only the workers and other layers of the exploited are errxlv-
ed of this condition, training with arms,., Te call for the arming of
the people is to give the exploited, who are in the majority, an equ-
al opportunity to defend themselves agoinst any und all invoders of
their "human right" to live as humans. .

The Peoples' Army would be organized on the broadest democratlc
basis, including & period of military training, leave from work with
pay for all, elected officers, etc. This army would tuke the plzce of
both the standing army and the police force. The struggle for the
Peoples' army is a struggle against the cupitalist armed force, This
struggle in no way conflicts with the organizuation of o Red aymy &8
organized by Lenin and Trotsky and now usurped by Stalinism. in lic
tronsition period, the Red army will adapt itself to the necds of the
worXers a8 the army. of the world proletariat, regardless of the nailo
that it represents. Only when the soviets become the world state con
the broad principles of the slogonMevery soldier a citizen,every cit-
izen a soldier" be fully realized,

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE ARMY

‘The struggle to win the army is a Key question in the struggle
for power. In colonipl countries, the struggle for the .rmy to a gr-

~eat extent depends upon a corxrrect position by the revalutiaﬁary)?arﬁ

on the agrarien and Notionol questions. |
The winning of the army to the proletariah cause presuppos es th
abilitie of the proletariat to lead and fight for power. j
The arming of the proletariat by any and every means is & nec-
esary prerequisite for the strugile for power. The proleiurint must
disarm the reactionury bunds and toke these weopons for tiiomielvess
In the revolutionury period the independent working-cluss milit



Army can be bullt up: and its development through the revolution to
the siezure of power and the establishment of a worksrs' governuen’
will enable ihe Red Army to truly become the army of the world pro-
itetariat.

* * *
This document is a peprint of the position of the P.C. of the Revol-
utionary Workers League of U.S., adopted Jan.léth, 1936,

* * *







YOUTH AND MILITARISM

1. Throughout the world gjhe mmperinlist nations are busily
preparing feor the next 1mner13L,st way, At the same time the
beurgeoisie are everywhere prepuring for tne suppression of pro-
letarian uprisings. ¥or both reasons, most nasions have put
millions of mea, mainly youbth, urder arms, have raised the con-
seription time, have bullt tremendous military air forces.

2. The U.8. imperialists have, howsever, made a pretense of not
being imperialistie. TUnlike the imperialists of continental
Eurong, they have not put over universsl consceription. The
standing army will be, according to war depariment reports, only
14,000 officers ond 165,000 enlistsd men. Furthermore, the mid-
itary air forece is smaller than that of Italy or Frgnce. Does
this not prove that the U.S. government has no aggressive inten-
tions and its army is a nominal ong for defense purposes only9

4. This problem is sélved by American bourgeois theoretlclans-by
labeliling the American government as non~imperialist. _Thae true
Qoiuu¢oA, however, lies elsewhere. The imperialést nations of
centininial Furope ave all directly bounded by powerfel rival im- -
perialists. In the event cf war, which may begin without being
Geclared, these nations will 1mmed1ately be cailed upon to throw
largs ssandlngd“rmleq into the fisld of battle. The U.S. on the
other hand is separated from its powerful rivals by thousands of
riles of ocean water, The U.S. is bLounded on the north by Canada,
which is under the domination of American bank capital ard in any
event is no military threat. On the south is Mexico, which is in
all reubaoiw a semi-colony of Arerican Lﬁyéfl&llsm. For these

-xeasms, the U.S, can aff “ord to manosuver in a mainer INQOSolble

to oiher imperialist naticns. At the same timg, this lack of &b T~
ect cclonial empire which on the one hand eliminates the need for.
armies of colonial occupation, is also a grave defect in U.Se im=-
rerialisnm, which it uust eventually remebGy. The countriess of
South and Gentral America are almost all virtual GQLOﬂ“Gu, hub
hhre again the U.S. imperialists have an advantage over their ri-
vals, The colonial powers of Europe must have large armies of
occupation in their colonies. The U.S3. can depend more on the
power of the dollar and its agents in the colcnial countries. .

4. TFar from adopting a non-imperiaslist policy, therefore, the
tmerican boukgeoisie are following a very wise imperialist poliey.
If it is not necesseary %o keep a large standing army, then (a) it
is unwise to assume the responsibility and exrense of feeding and
caring for miliians of young men under arms ; i{b} the bluff of
“wLa“e~pm¢10v" can he A apt up longer; (¢} Why put millicms of
young worxers haveing intimate rQLatlons with striking workers
under arms unnecessarily?

5, In form, therefore, the American bourgeoisie has the smallest
military 1aroe among the imperialist nations. Essentially, how-
ever, the U.Z. has the largust military apparatus in the world.
Technical iy the U.S. military mashine is hy no mzans pehind the
rest of the world, neither in bype nor in degres. Its navy is
second to none. He crmy has achleved the degree of mechanization

*
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prevalent in the U,S. army. The powerful auto industry has made
possible a motorized army, more mibile than any other. In add-
ition, the technical muperiority of American industry insures a’
spredy productiocn of the latesy develonments in military tesh-~
nique. No nation has basic large-scale industry as convertible
has adaptable to changing needs as UiS. industry. During the .ang -
‘auto stikike, National Cash Registwr Company begen to producs L
eutos. During war, it can produce munitions Jjust as fast. Stew-
art-Warners'! radio concern and other firms are prepared to manu~
facture munitions at a twelve-hour notice. &Auto manufacturers -
and agricultural machinery firms can ohange their dies overnight
and produwoe fmunks, armored cars, etec., The U.S. has a smaller
military air force than other imperialist nations but has the
largest number of commeriial aircraft in the world. The U.S.
rules the airways of the world - its airplancs are of a betler
meke. . These commercial airceraft can easily be turned into fights
ers, Aireraft production @ apacity is greater in the U.S. than
anywkgere else, The large areas in the U.S. meke possible more
alr flelds. As a result, the W.S. is the dominant force in the
~air. The U.S. has the equipment, sctually and potentially, for
an army the largest in the world. That is to say nothing of the
navy, which , as indicated above, is secord So nons, &nd which,
if the dlans of U,S. imperialism are carrigd out, will be soon
the largest in the world. For a large continental nation, a
large navy is not by any streteh of the imagination for defense
purposes. The U.S. navy with its marine corps as a supplement
is used to police the colonial domains of the U.S. and even is
.guartered in Chinese waters., The next war will probably have’ the
east as its main battle-field, 'If, as General MacArthur -says, - -
the Philippines will be our first line of "defense", & powerful
navy from this base will be of great, service to attack the Bri-
tish and Japanese colonial domains and strategic positions,

6. But military equipmmnt needs man-power to handle it. The key
to this apparent contradiction is indicated in the statement in
the report of the Secrstary of War to the President of the United
Suates for 1935: "Scldiers without offigers are more uselsss than
officers without scldiers, for trained officers san btuxo men off
the street and make soldiers of them, while soldiers without off-
igers are little better than & mob. The success of an crmy de-
pénds upon having an adeguate number of ftrained officers™, The
-standing army has at present 13,068 ofgigers to 145,826 eniisted
men, This makes it one officer bo every .12 emlisbed men. This
set~up is tremendously bop~heavy with officers. The U.S5. arumy |
is a skeleton army of imperialst aggression, When ths tima comes
these nfficers will take the workers from fasbory and street and
mage soldiers of them cwernight, Thus, the p%oblem of the UnStV
militarists is not to hold = large standing army, but to opgualze
a large corps of officers, : |

7. The extremely large amount of officers at present in tho sband:
ing army is not all., The U.S, imperialists look to tho yeuth o 7
angment hat force to full capacity, Militsry schools fie veing
encouraged., The War Depurtment plans to inarense the outlay for
CVTE which new provides &nnual training for 30,000 youvh %o pro-
vide for 50,000 youth. West Point will increase its anrual en-
roliment Feow 1,274 Lo 1 G50, Tng priwvotes of the shonding army
themselves aré so trained- sy to become non~coms in case of war _
nergssity., _ / ’ﬁg
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8. But that is not all, Student youth are looked to as the major
source for the war-time officers' corps. The report of the War
Department states: "In addition to the officers of the regular
army and the Hational Guarad, any ma&jor moblilizgtion will require
the employment of large numbers of reserve officers. At the zlose
?f the World War many emergency officers accepted commissions in
the reserve corps and constituted an invalunable asset to mabional
defense. With the passing of time many of these officers for many
reasons became less available -and and in the future we will have
to place a greater reliance on yough officers without combat ex-
perience, Our prinecipal scurce of these nfficers if the Reserve
Officers Training Corps in our schools and colleges." Therefore
the R.C.T.C. cannot be considered as a mere appendage to the army.
the ROZC; CMTG, CCC, etc. are essential parts of the armed forces,
The Gourzeoisie hase their plan for an officers! corps mainly on
the students. Students, mainly from the peity hoargeoicic are
mosS suscepbible to nationalist and anti-labor prepaganda. The
beurgeoisie fills them with this propaganda and teaches them the
rudiments of officering and draws a number of them in the officers’
reserves. On June 30, 1936, there were 115,169 in the ofilcers’
reservescorfs, 15,519 active 20,00 of these are put on active duty
for two weeks every year in the regular army.

9. But sogme provision has to be made %o lay the base for anyarmy
runx and file, to which can be added in case of emergency the raw
and untrained buld of privates. The "best"elements Lor such &
base come from demoralizable unemployed youth, susceptible to be-
coming revolutionary on bhe one hand, and to throwing away all in-
dividuality and becoming the unthinking tools of reazction on the
octher. This can best be done under the present circumstances be-
hind a "Liberal""smokescreen, in order to hide the real prupose.
Are there thousands of vcouth, homeless, unemployed, unable to
finish schooi, needy? Then ay &1l means the U.S. governments must
provide reiief for them, must undertake a project to save these
youth, That ostensibly is the purpose of the CCC which in 1935
provided for 300,000 youth. The secretary of war reports that
"practicslly it (the war department™ has charge of all the activ-
ities in ccnneetion with the project wexcept the selection of thg
men and the supervision of the work". £ the 95,6@8 active re-
serve officers 7,079 in 1937 were in charge of cfficering the CCC,
Ire U.S. government plans on the one hand to give the JCC yeouth
military training and on the cther hand to crush any independénce
among the youth by conditioning them to the discipline of army
officers. Just as privates in the army are not supposed to thinks,
for themselves so with youth in the CCC. The importance of the )
8CC tuv Lthe war fepsriment is indicated by the fact that whereas
relief exyenditure is eonsidered emergency, the CLC is considered
ag & permznent expenditure. At &ll relief coffices the buroccrats
apply Lhelr pressure to getting unemployed youth to et "relief"
thry the 202, / :

13. The decentralized state apparatus ~ 48 states ~ a major pro-
blem of ¥.3, imperialism, reflects itself in the military fcr&gil
The ¥ational Guard, under the discipline of the states, is an eX~
arple of this. Hence the U.S. government must prgviﬁe a base for



a, e

-2
war o nawRen t B rglthooT.theguead
TRUR DA 000 AP AT s, St Gk

7 (L
860e shHutaddihibhe American bourgeoisie as is the syst

n

48 states. In the last two years of so, National Guard divisions

. o e s W
‘have held mameeuvers bogether with the reggular army. The War

. ™ 5 5 Vem
department mentions this gleefully. As ancther move in thés dir

ection, the CCC is being developed into a federal base to.grﬁw
the National Cuardsmen into & centralized feddral army. Tue b
plan is to tie the National Guard ofpsed to the army So that its
troops can be more quickly mobiiized into the regular ?xmyv%n.
‘ease of war, big inferstate strikes or insmrrection, withou in'
terference from the federated form of government. This a%ﬁﬁi -
most been aceomplished. Not for the purpose of regular military

training, but for psychologizing the youth to patriotism and mil-

itary discipline, the bourgsoisie uses such set-ups as the Boy
Seouts., To round ocut the plens of the bourgeoisle, there are
such outfits as the Junior Naval Reserve, Not for the puwwpose
of regular military trainigpmgs but for psychologlxlpg_ﬁhs yguth N
to patriotism and military discipline, the bourgeolsie uses §uc
set~ups as the Boy Scouts and Naval Bcouts. <

11, The creation of & special strike-breasking ahti~labor corps

is about the most important internal military problem facing the
American bourgeoisie., Private strike-breaking agencles were in-
adeguate to ahdnle-the giant strike struggles of recent years ¥

which in the event of another industrial upswing like 1933 to
1937, will become even meoré difficult to handle. Tge Struggl?S

of the unemployed threaten to reach emen greater heights of mil-
itancy and desperation requiring a special agencey to handle.

In addition to being inadequate, local vigilante and terrorist

groups like the Black Legion can too easily become tocls of thoso
- imperialists struggling against the dominant group. For this ruf
son these groups have been kounded by agents #F the‘domlnapt_g?Ok
At the present time the most used anti-labor force inthe mlleiXYH
set-up is the National Guard. In most countries, France, Belgim,

—Spain, etc., special strike-Breaking forces (Civil Guard, Mobile
Guard, ebte.) are recruited from the scum of the populatlop aqd
from specially-trained petty bourgeois elements. These elemex

ts
are shut up #nto special police barracks and kept almost comp%étgf

1y out of contact with the masses. Not only is the National

Guard recruited mainly from youms workers but these youhg workers

live the "nmormal" workingelass life interrupted by weekly train-

ing and annual vacation training. Such a force 1s very imperfget
for the purpose. This displays a weakness of American imperial-

ism, It must crcate = more dependable, national speciel anti-
labor force. In the meantime it must depend even more upon its
agents in the workers' ranks, the C¥0, etec., to hold the prolet-
ariat in eheck by means ¢f soft soap.

The only thing in the U.S. which approaches the European models

are the state police forces. These are recruitéd from the proper

elemdnts and are securely barracked in. Bubt the ridiculous div-
isicn into 48 states makes it impossible to use these elements
effectively. DNot all states have sufficient state Hroopers. It

{
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is impossible to build 48 such anti«lobor forees, kept within

the boundaries of 48 states. The expense woulld be enormous, the
recruits insuffiecient. What is needed is 2 mnbile set uy &bls

to concentrete its forces where neeessary any any given time.
This muet be a natiounal affeir, The natlonal governisent has hob
been napying but is in analogcas fashion to the CCT-Tational ;
Guard, creating a ndbicnal cadre to drew in elements now scatter-
&4 thru the stabtes in the slate wolice forees. This cadre 1s the
Tederal Buresu of Investigotion corps. The U.3. government is
putting this outfit over pehind the "liberal" smoke-screen (mo=
vies showing G-men crushing the Black Legion, ste.) cnd a lew-
enforcement drive. .In Washington IC the TBI school enrolls

stat8 troopers from all states to ecducaté them to become G-men.
When the proder moment comes, the bourgeoisie phan to expand

the #BI with its »resent cadre as annolficers' corns.

12. On the colonial field, the special force of opnression had
been the Marines, Perhaps an even more imporbtant function of
the MABrines is their service to the bourgeoisie in the role of
Shore Military Police against the sailors, who are potentially
the most revolutionary force in the military set-un. The Mar-
ines are an aristocracy in the "Service"™. Recently the bourgeo-
isie have changed thé&ir tactics and depend on agents in the col~
onial and semi-colonial courtries, and on the zmxxx native
troops to hold down the colonial masses. The young workers and
peasants in the American colonies and wirtual colonles will also
be used to fight the battles of U.S. imperialism. In addition
to the regular army, the Phillipines, Hawaii and other opeén cole
onies have ROTC and CLITC units. The most important unit in this
field is the Phillipine Island conseript army. Military train-
ing for a minimum of 5% months is compulsory for all adult Fil-
ippinos. This regular army of 10,000 is thus supplenentsd Dby
a reserve of the entires male population, commandeered by_ﬁmcr»
ican officers and also by graduates of the Philippine "Wost
Point”. Thc bourseoisie use this sonscrint ar.y not orly to sui-
press internal uprisings but as the Tirst line of offdnsc when
the U.S. takes the incvitable steps toward open asiatle conquest
and invasion. ‘ !

13, The answer to the military machine of the bourgeolsic is the
military machine of the proletariat, succcssively the workers
defense group, the workers militia and the Red srmy. The prolet-
arist uscs its military fowrce to dcsbroy the military forcc of
the bourgsoisia. In the U.S. just as thc revolutionary situa-
tion may mature from a strikc wave, so can the military force

of the proletariat grow out hf the Amcrican habit of armed vick-
~eting. Bocause of the supsriority of fmerican btechniqus ovVer
that of the other nations, the Amcricun vroletarict can by cor-
rcet application of the sit-down tactic arm itself botter than
any other prolctariat. Ailready we have ®cen the ingenuity of

the class in the usc of acids. ith the imerican chemical in-
dustry what it is, an occupation of the plant can makc possible

a prolctariat amscd with the most modern of weapons in additlon
to guns and clubs., With the armcd workers as a basc Natlonal
Guard troops can bc won over With compordtive case in & rowol -
utionary situation., W¢ must study this pccullarly Amc:icanfstra~
tegy for the perfection detaill,



14. The YOUNG WORKERS IEAGUS under the leadorship of the Rev-
olutionary Wowkers Ieaguc must continuously strive for the

smashing of the RORC, CMTC, as well as thc regular army. We

must ralse the slogan of abolition of the CCC, Herc sirugales

at the relief buros ars 8.nccussary part of bhe struggles a-

gainst the plan to militarigze ncedy youth. With the workers

guard as a base during great strike sbtruggles, the National

Guard can be demoralized - the young workers won oveI. The

abttempt to ercate a speeial anti-labor corps thru the FBI must

b exposed and comhatted, Bocause of the populerity of the

G-men engendcred by movied, press, ctew, hiS take on addcd
tmportance. In connection with this, Local YWLs must fight .
the state police forces - for its smashi.ng where it exists
anc magainst its oreation where it does not. The Y.W L, must
¢ontinuously aid and supplencrt the RWL drive toward:the pro-

lctarian military machine -~ starting with workers dcfensc

&-0ups, doveloping workers' militiae nd finally the Red Army,

The Sﬁru8§1§ against U.S., militarism rosts in the Tlanvs, 1n

Uhe hoavy industries, thé chemical and armaments factoris, .

Eggéé £s a supnloment tho YW, mast carrv on work among the armed
recs, : : ’
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