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SABOTAGE # OR - DECAY

With all the messiahs of the New Deal racking thelr brains for a
Egmpmr&yy E%lliative for moribund American capitalism, the present ‘
Peceseion™"in industry grows sharper and sharper. The honeyed talk
of the bourgemiies presa about the fact that "411 we need is confi- '
dencz, optimism, etc.""ls in sharp contradiction to the action of

the pourgaoisie itself. The reports of the Securities Exchange
Commiseion reveal in detail that the blg capitalists are getting
out from under. Lehman Bros., Dupont, and dozens of others are 1
reported- as having unloaded hundreds of thousands of shares of stock
Just like in 1929 the paid financial "&xperts" of the press, speak
~about the prospects for ending the recession,-etc,, while all the
while the blg bourgeoisie 1s passing the ‘buck over to the middle
class and working class. Despite the experience of this past de-
cade its lessons seem to be completsly lost; the idea that cap-
italiom will not recover to its 1929 level, unemployment lifted,
etc., can not seem to penetrate the mind of the middle clagas,

But the facts speak with convincing clarity. General Motors hasg
already begun a$l0,000,000 reduction in the wages of its white
collar workers. DMore than half of the auto workers are unemployed..
In the last three months of 1937 millions were thrown out of work,-
and at a rate TWICE AS RAPID as in any period from 1929 to the
present, a period of the worst depression in American history.
Steel production fell from 90% of capacity in April to about 20%
by the end of the year, and still hangs. on in the twenties, Stoeck
values went down over 30 billions of dollars. The index of ind-
ustrial production (government figures) fell from 117 in August

to 79 in February, without a single break upwards. ‘

Like the proverbial ostrick the various experts of capitalism,
including Franklin Roosevelt and the stalinists, fall to see in
these facts a proof of the Marxian lawg of the development -F
capitalism. Instead they ascribe the present recession to "Hab-
otage" by Wall Street. The bourgeois:elements on the other.side -
the antl-newdealers = agcribe the present recession to the wasts-
© Tul program of Rcoosevelt, the high taxes on industry, the AAA,
the lack of a balanced budget, the CIO and other such points.

N

Both these "theories"'have a certain #nfinitisemal grain of tyuta
in them, but they don't even scratch the surface, they don't w -

cover the real reasons. k .

THE PROCESS OF CAPITALIBM L
Caplitalism was an improvement over feudalism in that it broucht with
it a certain amount of centralization in production, o division
of labor, and was able to llberate the forces of production as oo
system previous to that had done, In its wake came the sitsan
~engine, the cotton gin, electric and other labor saving macioiue: ;.
But with this factor came another aspect of capitaliem, 1ts nner-
chy - sharper and snarper ccmpsultlon, noetlonailsy, iue and: J.y .

-
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+he market, etc. Periodically therefore capitalism outstrips the
development of the means of production, a huge surplus accumnulates
(accumulation of capital), and a short or long process = according
0 the pseriod - ensues in which capitalism must readjust itsgelfl to
the new level of the means of producthion.

Stated in another way, capitalism ig subject to contradictory fac-
tors. Production outstrips ite markets. Ascumulated capital (means
of production and liquid capitai) cannot be nrofitably invested, re-~
sulting in an overproductlion of capital, means of production and 8asg
consumable commodities. This contradiction 1s the rasis of all &n-
called business cycles. After a cortain- pericd of Herosperity', ove:
production sets in, and all capitalisa then comes to a standstill. -
orisis and depression - while the blg fist eat up the little fisdy,
big capitalists push out smaller ones, the overstock is eaben up, wml

the process can begin anew. ' . .
This then is the general law of the motion of capitalism. The pre--
sent recession, together with the period of Myrosperity" "from 1935 i«
1937, however, is dlstingulshed by one factoxr which makes it 4iff-
erent from all other business cycles. As capltalism develope the
fixed capital that 1t has invested in machinery, buildings, gtc.,
due to the constant rationalizatiom and expansion of the means of
production - this fixed capltel becomes greater-and greater. S0 tha
the ratio of surplus value = profit - to fixed capital becomes re-

. latively less in each successlve period. But the absolute surplus
velus nvoduced, despite this fact, becomes more. In other words,
even though in relation to the fixed canital invesited the profits

__of capitalism are less and less (icH, ofh, 8%, etc.).in actual dollar
and cents ths amount congtanwbly increaces, :

- PRESENT CYCLE_DIFFERS FROM THE OTHERS:
Im the present business cycle this has been chang:d entirely. Not
only is the relative surplus value less, but ths absolute surpius
value extracted - actual dollars and cents - hag beconz lesa, The
proflt potentiallities of capitalism becone spaller gni sraller. In
1037, dsspits the fact that the steel ouiput was only a gl Trge-
ciion balow its test year as far ag producilon was concernei. the
price of steel stock on the excikimge was only 1/4 cor lfﬁ of what 1tt
was in 17%8-28. Uollon's Aluminum co. which is a rmonopriy eri whick
in the past 10 years has found many, many more uses for aluninum, 18
st1ll only 15% of its 1928 price on the stock exchange. The2 oxme of
be sal for world mgnopoeliss illke Irteradtional NICHC oy Sipa.uad
corporaticns like Ananconda Gopper and Kennecott Corphizr end %11 the
rest. Their profit potentialitles are refiectet by their low warket
price, ;

The "prosperify” period of 1935, 1936, 1937 was itself based only o
hypodermic injectlons by the New Deal; ircreaced axrenditures for

army and navy, the billicn in loauna of the Aseconstrunticn Finance

Corporation, deflation of the dcllar, etc. Unlike all other recove
ries of American cepitalism Hhis "resovery! preocezded with ne indi-
ustrial expansion, no new lndusiries couing to the forsz (1ize 200,
radio, electrie in the past). How sound 1t really was can be gauge
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from a number of facts. Even at its peak department store sales were
fully 20% lower than at the peak 1n 1929; farm commodities were still

- much lower than in 1928 - the high for wheat in that year was $2,15
as agalnst $1.44 last year; the factory building volume never reached
even 60% of the 192D periocd ~ in 1935 it was little more than 1/7," -
of 1929, in 1936 only 1/3, etc. The "Pecovery in other words was . .
the recovery of CAPITALISM IN DECAY, a false, artificial and temp>
orary recovery, which would inevitably lead to a more severs crisis
and depression in the future. Above all American imperialism had

an overproduction of liquid capital,, billions in fimancial capital
and no place to invest it, ‘

One of the signs of deecay of capltalism is its import export situa=-
“1;3.01&}.| First of‘%ll exnerts fell by more from 1929 to the peak of

the "prosperity"'period, than did imports. In the second place ex=
ports never reached more than about 75% of the 1930 level. In a
country which has gons through the great rationalization that Amer-
lcan lndustry has gone through, and with the consequent need of gr-
eater and grester marketsf this fall in exports is positively cata- -
strophic. If the "unemen” part of the ledger, that is interest on
imperiallet financial investments were increasing it would more than
compensate for the fall in export of commodities and correctly re-~
flect a ecredltor nation, but in decay world capitalism the U.S. can
not obtain this seat of advantage.:

S0 what we are witnessing is not any mere temporary recession, but
capltalism in decay, falling deeper and deeper into the pit; the 1 8.
as a creditor natlon is striving degperately to adjust itself to
world conditions. THAT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL FACT!

It is reflected by many thinge on a world scale. Germany, Italy and
to an extent Britain and Japan, have been making small inroads into
American trade. American investments in Czechoslovakis and the
Balkane are threatened by the new Hitler moves against the Balkans;
Japan has made great inroads into Asigzand Italy into Africa, thus
cutting off America's proapects of greater markets for trade and
Investment. : :

BOURGEOIS ANTAGONISNS SHARFER '
Looked at from this point of view the question of whether Wall Sireet
is or is not "eabotaging" the Wew Deal pelicies by closing its fac- |
tories, eitc.,-takes on-an entirely different light. -Assuming that
some sectlons of the bourgeiosie are sabotaging the political pro-
gram of other sections of their class, doea thiss prove that the sab-
otage ls the CAUSE of the present recession, or on the contrary that
it is merely an EFFECT of 1it7? :

In our opinion, there is no doubt that the latter is the case. In

the prosperity periods of capltalism, when it was in its so~called
U8#olden era"' the antagonisms and differences, the struggles and con-
‘elicts between the various sectlons of the bourgeiosie could bekept

in the background and modified. But as the crisis grows sharper and
the need for new markets grows more desperate,; the competition between
the capitalists increases and consequently the struggle becomes ‘
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sharper and the divisions amongst themselves much deeper. Just as
in the 1929-33% depression certain large capltalisgts §re tpggy in a
1life and death strugglo, and cthers are in a desperate batile to de-
Tend thelr economic domain. The struggle between the various con-
tending forces comes down to, therefore, a strugzle as io tug BEﬁT L
METHCD OF GETTING OUT FROM UNDER, OF COMING OUT OF THIS DEPRnSSIogﬁﬂ
which they all recognize as a much more than temporary on§ ~ AS THE

STRONGEST CAPITALIST FORCE, INSTEAD OF GOING IWIER ENTIRELY.

The bourgeioisie supporting Roosevelt and the bourgeoiﬁle behind
‘Morgan and Dupont, each have different paddliatives to get out from
under"'. One recognizes the need for continued bones te tne unempl-
oyed (although much smaller every year, thanks to the class collab-

. orationigt aid of the Workers Alliance of America) the need of

"Pump priming", the need of a reduced farm production in order to
attract farm products from abroad in payment for -industrial commo~
dities exported from the U:S., greater Government control of indus-
try as a means of putting pressure,and weakening t%ﬁ non~adninig--
tration capltalists, etg. The so-called"81d guard""of the capitalist
class favor a different program, one that will protect their domain,
which on the ecnomic sphere is the most powerful in the Un%ted Qtates

When Rocsevelt speaks of "sabotage" therefore and the need to curb
CERTAIN monopolists, it is merely mud in the eye of the working
class. It is mérely the usual bla~bla of supposedly left agents of
capitalism; the usual attempt to gain popular support for reaction-
ary capitalist policieg. Underneath, however, there is no fundg -
mental disagreements. ‘Both sections of the bourgeolsie agree on the
need of a larger Army and Navy, both agree on the Latin-America po-
licy of American imperialism, the conscript army being organized in
the Phillipines by American generals.

Both even agree on the general need for inflation - even though

there is a slight difference on the method to ram it down the pop-
ular throat. The Roosevelt denlals of inflation are as sure a pre- :
lude to inflation as hig denials of the deflation of the dollar when
he first came to power. The American debt is too great, and grow- !
ing greater, for any prolonged prospect of no inflation.

Both agree on the need for suppressing labor. Roosevelt has been
able to lull the working class to skeep for a moment with the zid
of the CIO. Otheres want more stringent measures, with a greater
legalistic cover.' But even here the lines aren't sharp. One of
Roosevelt's outstanding Anmbassadors is the prize advocate of one of
Senator Copeland's usual Bills on how to enslave the seamen, & bill
prohiblting and fizming great penalties for strike on the high ceas.

STALINISM « ARDENT DEFENDiR OF CAPITALISK
Simultaneous with the increased isclation of the Soviet Unieon and
the present orders from Moscow to the American varty to belfriend :
Amarican imperialism at any cost, the Communist Farty ha s cast asl-
de any pretensions to an independent policy and has come out openly
~and solidly behind Roosevelt. It echocs every one of hia phrages -

it goes even further than its sister reformist party, the Socialls?t
- Party dares to go.




The bourgeoidie can be "forgiven" 1f they try to befuddle the masses
with talk about a Wall Sireet "clique" which 18 threatening rscovery.
After all tney must defend thelr own gyetem. DBut the stalinists, who
claim to be a working class party, show their true rensgacy and thelir
impending counter-revolutionary action in the United States by giving
the very same analysis of the recession as CAPITALISM ITSELP GIVES!

The concept that the recession is due to sabotage, is the fig-leaf in
. the sphere of ecommblice: for their treachersus politiecal acts., The
 theory atiempts to bulld the i1llusion in the mind of the working clasas
~ that capitalism is not dead or dying, but on the contrary there are me-
. thods of dinding "peace, nrosperity, ete. by supporting Rocsevelt

. capiialisl, azeinst 014 Guara capitalism. It attempts to deceive the
working class on 1ts comparative gtrength, on the comparative weakness
. of the bourgeoisie. It deliberately inflates caplialism into a much

~ stronger monster than it really is, in order to push itss class colla-
. boration policies down the throat of the working class. "Capitalism

- 1s 8111l so powerful, fascism is a monster - we can't prepare for

~ the revolution today, may®e tomorrow". That 19 the-logic of thiédr
argunent . ~ - -

But the recession is changing many things in the United Btates. New
- problems and tasks face the working class, Wlthout & clear nerspec--
. tive of what ls coming, nothing can be accomplished at present.

3 PERSPECTIVE FOR WORKING CLASS

 Ascin all depressions the economic struggles (strike strugeles) of

~ the working class grow less (this does not include, of course, pol=-

o ltlcul struggles in countries where the working cless is more con-

~ Belous of itself as a class than in the U.S., such ag France). The
battlefron against American Imperialism will momantariiy in all jesgocy

~ babillty ehift to the unemployed - providing, of course, the necsdsary
- leadership can be built up in 1t.

The unemployed can have no perspective under capitalism. At leasst:

9 million of them ~-according to government figures - will neyer be
reakiorbed into industry, even if a new period of "pProsperity" sudd-
enly nits the country. Thelr only perspective: can.be for the-abolitiom
of the wages gsystem, the ovedrthrow of capitalism, the demand for wor-

kers contrel of production, etc.

But in the past few years, under stalinist guldance, the Workers All-
lance ~ which by the way the Trotskyists helped immeasurably to con=-
Sclidate by the liquidation of the class struggle Unemployed Leagues
into 1t ~ the Workers Alliance Bas become merely a tail to tho Roogg=-
velt kite. Here and there minor flunkeys of the adninistratlon are
lambagsted; all sorts of demands for all sorts of bourgeois bills are

- made. But there 1s no blast against the "good father" in the ":ite

- House and his defense of capitalism. There is no class struggle

- polieys It 18 all lickspittling and bellycrawling.

The CIO,.follows the same polley in the organization of the unemployed
in 1ts unions. Many of the labor fakers in 1ts ranks, like Franken-
steen, do the administration a grand favor by becoming FhemseLvea part
of the government relief system, part of the gevernmenti's attempt to
swindle the unemployed. : , -
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Fortudately, here and there class struggle groups are springing up
within the Workers Alliance ad outside, which, if prorerly co=ordinated
will be the force that will consolidate a real class struzcle movement
in the United States.

Ofher changing factors in the American scene which the working class_
can expect In the near future, as a result of the present recession,
area rapldly lncreasing war expenditure - increasing much more raplidly
than even hitherto; more urgent attempts by the New Deal to estatlish
compulsory arbitration or mediation, or some method that will more
adeguately keep the working clase in check.

-

Despite the recent expulsion of 3 CIO unions from the AFL, the efforte
of the adminletration to bring about unity can be expected to increase.
To push through ite war program e unified Labor movement is essential
for the New Deal. Jurisdictional squabbles and strikes between the
two movements, and the various political bickerings of the two groups
caused Roosevelt's "Pecovery" plans no end of worry. It is weakening
his popular base.greatly. - ' ‘

It 18 not yet excluded that the administmmtion efforts will fail. Many
CIO and AFL leaders (Dubinsky, Tobin, etc.) favor the course proposed
by Roosevelt., There will yet be amother regroupment (outside, of cours:
of & class struggle regroupment).,

In the ranks of the bourreoisie and the labor fakers many cther regr--
oupments gre taking place. A three corner struggle goes on in the
Republican Party between Howver, Landon, and the so-called progressives
The Governor of Vermont threatens in a radio speech that & new party
will have to supersede the Republican Pdrty unless a more "Liberal™”
program ig adopted. The Democratic Party is rent in two warring camps,
pro and anti-New Deal. “

It is possible that as a restult of these schisms the Labor Party
movement of capitalism will make some hegdway. Certainly the rewo-
lutionary movement, the Marxian vanguard, faces much more favorable
objective clrecumstances than practically at any time in history.

Even a small force with the program of the 44th Communist International
~ani the need of the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism can make
progress in this period.

%




AUTO WORKERS EACE A NEV CRIEBIS

The key question confronting the United Automobile Workers today is that
of unemployment. According to its own census, taken with the coopere

ation of the employers, there are 200,000 out of 250,000 auto workers

unemployed in the Detroit area alone., This unemployment occurs in

what usually is the height of the busy seasen, It is threatening the
existence of a part of. the newly created burocracy in the U.A.W.A.

Trom reliable sources it is reported that the financial status of the
ikternational organization is seriously menaces. At the present time
locgl 212, Briggs Body, has more money in its treasury than the In-
terrational. This is true not only because of the #arp droy in :
dues, but because of the lavish and exiravagent spending of the Int-

ernational officers: airplain travel, big hotel bills, top heavy
salaries, etc. XFor example, the union moves its headquarters inte
the exclusive Griswold building and spent 20,000 on new furniture.
ALl of the officers have had their salaries raised, For a new bur-
ocracy in & new union they have bsen quick to adopt the ways of the
shop worn AFL skates. . =

To solve the financial problem the Martin-Lovestbne. machine has re-
gerted to wholesake firing of organizers. This hss become part of he
unprincipled olique fight with the Stalinist-Socialist Unity Caucus,
who have reoeived the worst end in these layoffs. The ¥ord staff

has been decimasted in this process, leaving threadbare any notion of

a genuine drive to organize this section of the industry.

CLASB COLLABORATION UNITY

To save their influence amongst the masses the burocrals announced
that it waa unnecsssary for unemployed to seek assistance from any
organization outside the UAW - that the union would fight for their
interests while they &are unemployed. On the face of it this apyears
to bs a class struggle position. The militants and revolutionis ts
have long fought for the unity of the unemployed and employed workers
in a common Struggle against the class enemy. In reslity the plan .
of the UAW,and other CIO unions are using it too, is to register the
unemployed and investigate them for the City Welfare Burssau. The
Union had a. agreemsnt with the buresu on this investigating business.
The @cvermor appointed Frankensteen, TUAY vice-president, on his
relief board. The state and municipal authorities were so delighted
at thism class collaboration that they publicly announced that the -
investigation arrangement with the UAW had prevented “chaos". Only
recently~after over 40,000 families had been registered and the
suthspties had no further use for their friend they started an *in-
vyestigation® which ended with severance of these relations., The:

. UAW leaders let out a hue and ery for the retum of these pesaceful
relations claiming that they were rendering a public service in save
irg the govermnment money. In pleading for the return of this sys-
tem legmard, Yead of the UAW-CIO committee, said he would put all
"chiselers® behind bars. SR :
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—~—3ame qf‘theklocals try to gake the unemployment.situation seriously,

The Chrysler Local organized flying squads to stop egictions. This
work is carried on without coordination on a city or state scale,
The District Council, which is controlled by stalinists, contented
itself with passing resoclutions about the "man made depression'.,
The pressure felt in this body as e result of mads layoffs was ine
strumental in driving for the Cadillac Square demonstration.

At the demonstration over 100,000 workers were gathered for a mi-
litant protest against unemployment., The CIO and stalinis ts lack=
eyes succeeded in setting the tone of a Father G pon affadr on it,
Martin publicly announced the end of the sit dowﬁ Btrike "because
the workers are organized™ - he forgot Ford for the moment. Germer
. Praiged the workers for their passivity and Frankensteen's brave
contribution was a personal ples for boycott of the "Free Press" -
a Detroit daily. It was left to a representative of the Hotel
Workers Union, AFL, to give a left cover to-the demonstration with
ambiguous talk about mass action. All were unanimous on these points:
condemnation of the mayor, endorsement of Roosevelt and Murphyés
rolicies, the crisis was & lock-out of the capitalists and the
CIO was fighting reactionaries. None of them was able to deal with
the real root of the crisis. This would bring them in violent
opposition to the interests amongst the boss class they represent.
The furthest they went was the endorsement of the peuper Schwell-
enbach~Allen resolution. '

t

EMPLOYFRS CRASHING IN

The employers are making good use of the pregsent slump to the detri-
ment of the union. Because of the stupid propaganda of the stal-
inists and CIO about the "™man made depression? and the lack of a -
revolutionsry party, many workers are turning against the Union.
The émployers are utilizing the confusion and the weakened condition
of the union to destory the gains made during the sit-down strikes.
There has been a rebirth of company unionism. Griffiths, who runs
an "association®™ in the tool and dye industry has organized a nat-
ional center of "independent unions" and is beginning to function
quite openly. Among the important affiliates is the Chrysler Co-
mpany union. Also Promising support is a Ford Brotherhood. Both
the AFL and CIO merely poo-pcod the new set up. Nevertheless it is
quite a meanace, especially with the present reactionary leader-
ship in control of the Labor Unions. Many of the smaller shops on
the periphery of the industry have already gone over to company

- unioniem. Employer's are using them as a starting point. For exam-
Ple a false strike was called in the Fitzimmons Co., & body parts
manufacturer, over the issuk of one worker refusing to join the
union. There were no.economic demands and nogrievances -~ the
International sanctioned the strike and did nothing to support it.
The workers in disgust after being promised mass support on the
picket line went back to work and tore up their union cards. The
employer used the former shop stewards to organize a company union.,
The ruling class would rather have the CIO than & class gtruggle
leadership if necessary. But they would like to destroy any un-
ionism if they could dispense with it,

&
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In the current elections in the Local Unions the fight between the
‘gtalinists and the Martin machine flares pp., Red baiting is an
jssue that both unprinipled cligues are using. The workers are gro-
wing tired of this continuous bickering over jobs. =Some unfortu~
nately are voting with their feet. 1In some of the loculs, where
the disgust of the workers is made articulate by militants, it is
receiving a warm response from the membership. The workers are

"~ generally more receptive to progressive union policies and revolu-
tionary discussions. The only political force thut has yet pre-
sented a class strugsle policy is the Rgvolutionary Workers League.
The Trotskyists have adepted a policy o% purity since their break
from the Stalinist unity Caucus: they refuse to unite with the
Marxists and militants on a minimum program against the burocrats;
their progressivism is empty talk. In spite of the fact that they
have infiltrated Detroit with many of their colonizers they are
generally conscbicuous by their absence when issues are raised.

BUREAUCRATIC OVERRULE OF MEMBERSHIP

In the current ©hrysler negotiations, after a rank and file comm-
ittee had worked out proposals and had voted down arbitration,
Thomas, UaW vice president in charge of Chrysler, decimated: the
committee and reversed the decision on arbitration. The whole st-
ruzgle is to be shifted to the Labour Board and arbitration is to
be the main aim.. In spite of industry wide wage ocuts the leader-
ship has made no economic demands. The stalinists have supplied
them with a formmla that this is no time to strike.

The workers have just had a taste of arbitration. In the arbitra~
tion over the Pontiac Pisher Strike where six workers were fired,
arbitrator Hotchkiss announced the decision, reinstating 3 workers
and firing 3 =~ the latter being the leading militantsin the recent
wild cat strike. Homer Martin announced this as a greut victery foer
the Union, one of the worst sell~outs. This 18 to be a precedent

in the industry for employers to follows

In the tool and dye industry the crisis is expecially intensified.
Employers have been shipping millions of dollars of work to the euast
and neighboring cities in the miwest where the wages are lower. The
union leadership has done nothing to organize the industry in centers
like Chicago, Phillédelphia, Salem, and other towns where the hourly
rate is 30c¢ and 40c below Detroit wages. Hundreds of little job :
snops that dot Detroit have been left unorganized. They were not or-
ganized in the peak of the strike wavel Some of the bigger shops

5t the expiration of their union contracts have stated that they
were cutting wages and would not sign up agzain. No action has been
tuken against them. The WESa still exists independently and no real
efforts have been made to unite with it or to force it out of the
field, Together with the Tool and Dye Makers Society (Griffiths)

it acts as & stumbling block for growth of unionism in ihis section
sf the industry heeause in maintsnin axistence it has to wake rotien
bargeins with the employers OVeEr WugelS. This is the oldest section
of the industry organized, most highly skilled and paid. Because
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of the mess brought on especially by the stalinists who control the
Tool and Dye locals of the UAW. there is talk of return to craft se-
paratism. Griffiths has been first to use this. It is well known
that the Maghinist Union, AFL, has been looking for & long time for
an opportunity to step in and further muddy up the situation.

In the course of all this decay vigilante groupe are organizing all
over the state of Michigan. The capitalist press carried on a gen-
eral and united campaign against unionism. It is quick to rush to

the defense of the CI0 leaders when their position ismenace& by the
workers. It was particularly praiseworthy of Mafiin when be broke

the Pontiac strike. The leadership contents itself with dependence
~on the justice of Murphy amd Roosevelt against the vigilantes,

It is commonly dccepted amonst the workers who see the lots jammed
~ With cars and factories being retooled with more efficient labor

Baving devices and spepedup being heightened, that thousands of them
- will not go back to work when things "pick up®. The Marxists must
emphasize the slogan of Workers Control of Production.

WORKERS RECEPTIVE TO CLASS STRUGGLE

~ 2
~Martin is cougterposing contentious objection for the stalinist
~"Japenese boycott". The only departments that are functioning any-

where near normal. are the export divisions. The workers are able to
witness huge shipments to Chinese, Japanese and other foreign counte
ries of trucks and autos for military use. The only orders of:any
size that are being worked are these military orders and that in-
cludes work for “our" own government. The workers are giving ear
to revolutionary solutions on this question., The union can become

& gnod arena for the revolutionists to bring this message to the
workers.

The leadership « Martin as well as the Reuther unity cligue - are \

nct interested in organizing the unorganized. They merely want to \

heve a base for clase collaboration in the industry. They want to '

meintain this base so that when they cannot quell strikes, they will

head the revolt of the masses in order to decapitate it. This is

- not confined to the economi® sphere. Especially in this key indu-

- 8try it is combined with polities ~-the QIO capitalist reform poli~

tics. The Marxists must tear the mask off the face of these new

line labor lieutenants of the capitalists and forge an instrument .

of class struggle, & national class struggle group inside and oute

side the AFL and CIO. | | .
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DIALECTICAL MATERIALISHK
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CHAPTER ONE

THE PROCESS OF NWATURE

Our introduction to the study of Diuwlectical Materialism begins with
an examination of ‘the process of nature. In nature we must look

for the fundamental factors that will enable us to obtain some kind
of order out of the seeming chaos. This search for order in no way
implies mere dynamic regularity or statistical regularity. It is

a search for the INTERNAL CONTRaDICTORY UNITY OF JfATTER IN MOTION,
CF ITS CONTLNT AND ITs FORM.

If we endeavor to construct a rigid unchangeable law of nature out of
our infestigution, us the philosophers of all ages have attempted and
failed to accomplish, we too would arrive st the sume impasse. Even
though it is not possible to construct a stutic permanent luw of na-
ture it is 2 fact th.t nature hus ONE CONSTANT FaCTOR which ex-
presses itself in V.RIOUS FORMS -~ that is CH.NGEABLENESS. Change-
a2bleness und its vurious forms of exPression IS THE ONLY CONSTANT
FaCTOR OF NaTURE. Th.t is one of the fundumental aspects of an
understunding of nature, of society, wnd the thinking of mankind,

and is one of the most important factors in the dislectic process
of nuture.

This constant factor of nature is matter in motion. "Motion is a
form of the existence of matter. Never and nowhere has thgre peen
or can there be matter without motion. Matter wiﬁhout motion is
just as unthinkable as motion without matter™,

OPPOSITES

Matter in motion presents as its most fundamental aspect the per-
meation of opposites, a process of contradictions, of @utu;;;x
Tr-ilusive ye- harmonious parts. Tnese mutually exclusive, vet
LaTmonious parts represent the roots of the antagonism of each and
every process in nature. The antagonistic gactors mus@ be consi-
dered in their: 1- contradictory relationship, and 2- in their
development as & process, of beginning, development, and disninte=-
gration; of birth growth and decay s

In the light of the foregoing, dialectical materialism repregen?s
the specific mode of the mniion [dialectic) of matter (mater§allsmm

Let us consider a few of the outstanding examples of the permeation
of opposi tes, Matter and motion of itself is the summary of this
condition. There is positive and naga?ive electricity, their mutu~
ally exclusive and yet harmonious action, Mole and female, an@
countless other such opposi tes, that build up and teor down the
countless expressions of nature's phenomena s
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To speak of opposi tes, of contradictions within a given process and
to fail to explain its sNTAGONISTIC DEVuLOPUENT is only to give

part of the problem of nature's process. The development of matter
in motion through the contradiction of its opposi tes is a PROCESS

OF BIRTH, GROWTH, sND DECAY. All processes in nature procecd throug'
this triad development.

Unity does not imply identity any more than difference implies
separation of a given process, any more than development in nature
implies progress.

When we speak of the development of a process we do not speak of
man made notions of grogreas;“Objecticer;speaking development im-~
plies ek ther a negative or positi ve process, and ,can only imply
‘either progress or retrogression if man cares to inject his needs
‘and desires in relation to the condition or thing observed. But
the latter concept is used must be an auxiliary to the former. The
birth, growth, and decay of ones offspring, that is, living a
lifespan, can be presented as a positive development, but like-
 wise the test of diseases within the human orgunigm cun be and is
presented as & positive test. - The concept of positive and negative
development, which has nothing in  common with ptogressive and
‘retrogressive, is the unalysis of the direction of the cyode of
the given process and not min's desires., . ; ’

"Let‘us continue with. the éycle of birth,'gfowth. end decay of the
" content of eath.process of nature. Let us consider the negotion
of the negation, ‘ e Lo ,

ENGEES ON NEGATION OF THE NBGATION

We present a few of the examples -of dialectics in nature as presen-
ted by EngaEs: "let us take a grain of barley, let such a grain of
barley fall on suitable soil under normal conditions; a complete
individual change &t onceé takes place in it under the influence of
heat and moisture, it germinates. The grain as such disappears, is
negated. In its placearises the plant, the negation of the ne-
gation. -~ But what is. the normal course of the lifc of the plant.

It grows, blossoms, bears fruit and finally produces other grains
of barley &and .as soon as these gre ripe the stalk dies, and becomes
negated in its turn. As the result of this negation of the nega-
tion, we have the original grains of barley again; not singly,
however, but ten, twenty or thirty fold. Forms of grain change
very slowly and &0 the grain of barley .remains practically the same
as a hundred years ago. } ‘

But let us take a cultimated ornamental plant, like the danlia or
orchid. - Tiet us consider the seed and the plontts:development from
it by the skil of the gardner, and we have in testimony of this
negation of the negation, no longer the same seed but a qualitative.
improved seed which produces more beautifud flowers, and every

rgpetit;on‘of this process, every new negation increases the tenden-
oy'to_perfection. ' .
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%A similar process is gone through by most insects, butterflies, ctec.
They come out of the c¢gyz by & negetion of the egg, they go through a
certuin transformation till they reuch sex maturity, they copulute
and are wgain negoted, since they die as soon as the process of
copulation is completed, and the female has laid her innumerable eggs.
That the matter is not soc obvious in the case of other plants and
animals nct once but oftener, does not affect us in this case, we
are now only concerned in showing that the negation of the negation
actualliy does occur in both kingdoms of the vegenic world. ™

Besides, all geology is a series of negated negations, one layer
after another following the destruction of the old and the estab-
lizhment of new rock formation."

QUANTITY-QUALITY CHANGES

When we speak of guant ty~-zualify changes in nuture we really
mean thit at certuin stoges of development of each given process a
quantitutive chang takes on gqualitative differences.

"The transformation of the form of water which at O' C. changes
frowm a liquid to o solid and at 100' C. from a ligquid to a gas, where
thus 2t both these points of departure o mere quantitative ghuonge in
temperature produces produses qualitutive changes in the water.

"So .lso the mere cooperation of lurge numbers, the melting of
several fiverse crofts into o united craft, to use Marx's expression,
produces < new “industrial power® which is subatantially different
from the sum of the individuul crafts.

"Herc we have, for ¢xample, o homologous series of compounds of
carbon of which muny are known and each has its own algebraic for-
mule Cn H2n plus 2 -~ Scries of normal parafiin

Cn H2n plus 20 ~ Series of primary ulcohol
Cn Hén 02 ~- Series of monobasic nleic ucids"

This cun be repeated in all of the chumicol sexries and each exwumple
reveals a guelituative difference produced by o single quantidative
addition of the elements, or in the more complex combination sev-
erel nev. additions which crecate qunalitative differences.

If we suy that quantity-yuality changes are = . the result of ev~
olution, it is a2 mechanical maoterialist fiew of nature. It is true
that evolution is an imporfant part. But to leave out the other
aspect of the question is to ignore the mosi fundamental aspect of
evolution. That is ~ revolution. Quuontity-quality chonge 1S the
result of the process of EVCLUTICN AND REVOLUTION. There con e
no evolution without ruvolution. Revolution is the stage o§ the
process when the evolutionoary development {quantity ahangﬁs;.takes
on quality differences. The boiling of water is the revolutionury
stoge of the procuss. The birth of u species is a revolutionury
stage of o process. The trunsformation of qu:ntity chonges of
chemic.ls into = new chemical combination (yuality digfercnces) is
the revolutionary st.ge. The sume process can be

witneased in socicty.
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MAN MADE~CONTRADICTIONS

One cannot 'speak of the dialectic process of m ture without speaking.

of i k="the permeation of opposites and the 2-development in contra-

diction, the negation ¢f the negation. But to really undersiand

1- Contradiction and 2- development in contradiction we musi know th: -

main aspects of two fundamentally opposite contradictions.  One ‘

contradiction which is real, which exists outside of our mind in’ -

nature; and the other kind of“a contradiction which 'deés not exist = -,

in naturé, and only éxists in the mind and - fancy of man. ' The first

1s a‘'dialectical contradiction; the latter a men made contradiction,

a fietiomoe - = T J S S S S
"Motion iw itself a comiradiction Bimce simple mechanical movement

from place to place .can be accemplished itself by a body being at -

once and the same moment in one place and simul&anedusdly in ancther -

place, by being in one pisce amd yel not there. And motion is just &
centinuous emtablishment arid dissolving of Gontradictions®

"Life itself then is likewise a contradiction sontained in things
and events, alvways establishing ahdfdissolvihg*ipself,_and-as'SOOn-'*T
&8 theuccntradiétion,éeaS§S“1ife”$1ﬁo;cea3es;«death comes on the scene",

PositVeAand-negativenelectricity is & real dialectical contradietion
existing in neture just, Like 'male apd femalk, or chattel m%ster and *
slave,’ or capitalist 4énd broletayian.,’ But man made contradictions
such as God‘anﬁgnevil;~Godiaﬂdjnaiure;”a stong wall betwecn man

and the;res%:of;ths;animals;fheayenAand5ajf¥atjearth; in fact the -
struggle of every sphiere’ of ‘Sciehce agdinst the dark age of mankind
Bt1ill exists in maay fields of ‘reaearch. These are all artifieial,
man made, non-dialectical andmecahnical contradictions which have
nothing in common with objective reality and dizlectic contradic- -
The dialectic proégsé of nature 18 found' in all sphered of inore
ganik  and .organiq, devélopment. = In short, dialectic materialism is
THE PROCESS OF NATURE. It is ihe process of matter in motion, in
change,. throﬁgh,cpntradippigns.of,opposﬁté forces, that develep
ﬁhroughfquant;tyéqaalg@y‘dhaﬁgeﬂpfﬁbi:thj‘grbmfh“ana desay, of *
establﬁghing‘equil;hxiums¢'nbw'déSto:y;hg‘equilibriums;(only to
reestablish a new equilibrium of,a proceSs on a new gnd ®higher®
Jbasse  Thilh ehéugz‘in“fdﬁm‘aﬁﬂ”cmhténﬁ‘prbcééﬂs'thrbﬁgh a rrocess of
evelution and revolution. Lo 1

*
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THE STRUGGLE WITHIN THE LEAGUE QVER
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The hefightening class pressure due to the ppproachihg impere
ialist war, the long series of defeats of the working class capped
by the serious setbacks which t e Spanish workers have suffered,
cwuse in the ranks of every working clas ' organization a certain
‘amound of demeralization. This may express itself in & numberaf
forms but in every casc its objective aim is retreat from action
on & Marxist line in the class struggle . - ’

7 In a Marxist organization, this denmoralizgtion takes the form
of revising Mar»xist positions. : ~ ‘ '

Democratic centralism as a rart of the guestion of ths reveltte
ionsry Liarxian organization is a prineipls cpegtion. It is a pol-
izal question that must nect be confiised wi th the -oxrganizational
aspects of denoceratic centralis#a The former includes the lotter
tut tke latdéer considered of and by itself, isolated from politis~
~ca: 1spects. of democratic centralimm is only 8 tactical aspeet of
tns question. More importan’, howsver, than:the question of the
relation cf the tastioal organizational aspects of dsmccratic .
ceatraliam to its political aspectsiias the relation of the wholae
guestion of demosratic cemtrelisn to the entire volitieal pROgram
of the organizution. Without a Merx.an political program or with
treaches in this program, democwatic centralisn cernnot remain in-
tact. Demceratic eentrgliam is the living politieal and orgemi-
zationalexpression of svund Marxian progras and -leaderenipe.

0t #3 np% Birocraoy thut causes revisionism in program; wather
the dynamic 19, regariless of which the obsarver first dissovers,
that a xevision of Marxiem in the theoreticul sphere CAUGRS buro-
cracy. Mariists can defend their political positions through de-
peratie veatralism; revirionists cannot apnd must resdrt ts buro-
Cracys ,

n oxganjzation must guide closely the two aspacts of the question,
e democyatic gnd the centralist aspect. Theze two eides of the
guertion cannot bo separaisd, Tie damocratic sade of th» guestion
takes up ALL of those rights of the members to ietermine -~ thcough

the proceas rrom une lower to the higher badies - tae policics
214 leadersinip, and arrive at democratic majority decisiona of

s queetions beiore its The centralist aspects of the question
tdke up all of thoge rights of the higher bodies in relation to
the lower Dbodies and individual members to oarry out and see that
the majority decisions are oarried out. Hither the hiyher comn.
ittees or any individual in the organization has the right to
initiate, thrcugh the proper channels ofddemocratic oentralisa
rew lemues,end Larning questions of the cinse s%rugsle.

Tu #3y that ths democratic aspsc "is reducitle in the final su-
alysis to the exercise of turee bssic righis: the right to wote,
the right to present views, end the right to be electcd to a hie
her body",and to forget ths tasic rignt (to say notiirng of other
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such rights) of discipline and expulsmion only through trials con-
ducted by the proper committees, is to reveal utter bankruptcy on

- the question of democratic centralism, -
One cannot speak of the rights of the members and lower bodies on
the democratic side without at the same time pointing out that equd
rights of a different nature exists for the majority pegition smd
the committees that execute this position 1m the organization, the
cemtralist side of the question. :

- STALINISM AND DEMOCRATIC CENTRALIGM

The 4 emorslization caused;by the objection conditions and the stali-
nist positions today are the cause of a great amount of confusion

" and false positions on the question of democratic centralism,., The

reaction to parliamentarism, in the absence of a Marxian lesader-
ship, at the turn of the centmwy in the U,8., resulted in sgyndica~
lism; and the reacgtion to stalinist burocracy, to say nothing of
its revisonist political positions, results in a shift to rejec-
tion of demoeratic centralism and the adoption of bourgeios dem-
ocratic concepts which inevitably carry with them as their oppo-

9iia other forma of burocracy.

¥
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The Trotskyites have fallen into that swamp on the inci i

of dgmec;atic_cgntralism and other principfe organiEgiggigiqugggfééf?
llqu;datlon, exlstence of many parties after the selzure of powsr .
~etc, The'ult?a lefts have likewise swung over 180 degrees. In oﬁr
own organization we see these developments in Atkins, Giganti, =tex
and others we expelled. Today this false position on democra%ic

centralism has its leader in Starm, w i k
p _ ; +» Who combines error -
¢ois democracy with burocracy. : 8 of bourg

 ABIDE BY DECISIONS

In a Marxian organization the members abide b ecisi

hlgher bolies, gxcépt when a Marxist considerg éﬁg gegifiggSaOf
principle question which means the lifse and death of the organi-
zation (one must be able to tell when errors develop® to the 1ife
and death stage). On the latter basis it is a tactical questiom

vhen to refuse to abide - which means the bezinni
, _ o ¢
steps toward a split, A ginning of the new
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To compel a cowmrade te change his opinion on =& decision rendered
and to abidc by the decision is two differsut thinges. A comrsde
has a different trads uaion poaition, etc.; %o complel him to change
his position is wrong, but ts compel him -toe abide by its deciw~
sicng is correct, After preconvention diseyssion, when & majority
-psotion is taken on PRINCIPLE questiomg, on split ieswes, it is a
diffexent story. Comradgs who cannot te convine#fd to chamge their
position, and who refuse to abide by its dseisions are expelled.
At the RW] Conventioh eéveryone votéd for the motion stating that
the RWL and- its e¢onwemtion are Yarxist, * v oo S

Violate and Appeal

Stam has counterposed to the Marxian powsition of abide and appeml
the petty-beurgeios oonsept of violate and appeal in a jHorxipa
organisation, on questions whick he dogs not pregent 2% pplit
issudes. This is taking the fight back 4o WHhe level of the fight
in 1908 with Martov, S ‘ e

To spe 8k of & Marxign cenvention gpd in the saxme breath, as Stamm
does, 10 demand the right to violate one of its decisicnay tec

refuse to abide by ene of its decisions, ard to call for an imm-
ediate new eonvention besause “you" do not reeognize tha way it
gseated delegates I5 TO REJECT THE GONVENTION AND ITS PQLITICGAL
JECISIONS., In other words they have déveloped the thesry that

it is "Margist® to split from & MNarxist organimstion. Beeauae
refuse to abide, san only lead to a split in a Marxian orxrganization.

When Lewin praised Leibknechts violation of diseipline on war
eredite; when Lenin wrote his letters on the armed inwurrection

* against some leaders, te lower units; when Lenin was ready to
split with Zinoviev-Lunacharsky, ete, over the‘*guestion of & homo-
genous Bolshevik government" or & scalition with the Mensheviks;
when Lenin went over the heads of "leadsrs* he was fighting on

a guestion of ths life and death of the party, of the revolution
and of state power - on prinsiple questionsg. - Formal diseiplfine

is subordinated to prinsiple-questions which are split iszues.

% the other hand, Trotsky apd the foxmer left oppogition baosnme -
fompalists to democratie centrgliesm and the guestion ol ewide.

To sonsider that abide means to vote for & pomition you &vs 23ainst
or to eease all ®wtruggle for your pesition is a gegnkion of ohide
and appeal, from the standpoint of demoeratic eéntraliem., TFou

vyote for your position. = If you loss you ghide, fight for your po~-
gition through demooratic centralist cliannels end appenl. Ti you
harve exhausted possibilities, if it i®s a split iswue, you proceed
to the other -form of -struggle. R

Mt Trotsky not only sgreed to' abides e LO ceare to fight pro--
perly organization; when the LO material was myppiciizd Js 0% edfun
convéntion d.soussion peried they sheould not have egread toaubhidae. .
They should have proceedsd-without &biding, preparirg fle Zround -
work for the inevitabdble split. This was & life and dsath guestioc
ﬂnﬁwinmmhﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁ@‘w&$ﬁ*ﬂk¥“ﬁ9ﬂ@t@iéﬁﬂlnﬂﬁxﬁiﬂﬂup&ﬂi&iﬂmw%w;ﬁbmgﬁliﬁu
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To confuse the guestion of abide and appeal with the question that
you abide until the orgenization is docmed, until the process is
complete MATERIALLY, 'is false. . The unit of these contradictions
is defeatism., We reject them. When we speak of abiding by dew
cigions and appealing, without endorsing those positions, wi thout
withdrawing our own position, without giving up the fight through
the propeér channels, we speak of a Marxian organizatiom and a Mar-~
Xlan convention; and & Marxian oonvention includes the election

of a Marxian central eommittee. If a eonvention elects a centrist
ceniral committee it is not a Marxian convention. .Marxists
making & centrist ewroxr on a basic question, a key question of the
dey, cease to be Marxist.

For example, if & Marxian organization and leadership make wiet we

consider a . centrist error, a principle erroxr, a principle error

our approach in fighting this error (our tactics) which WX will

never cease fighting, will be determined by the theoretical amly-

8ls of the material outcome of the struggle we are ready to start:

in the LINR still Marxist, cam organization be corrected, ete. If

we oconclude that if we doti't take it to the class the very same day
-~ we_are doomed, we will proceed at once; but if we conclude that the

relation of forces are such that we can mave and correct tke org-

anization by a more modified form of struggle, whiah will even

- imelude abide and mppeal, etc.; we shall do s0., Qur oriteria for

abide is not a memtal concept of an abstrastion - a Uari &n org-

anization, but the liging process of Marxism in theory and practiee.

That is, to repeat: can we save. the organization, the insurrection,

the Dictatorship, etc., by abiding and organizing our struggle

aad our faetion, or can we save it by immedimte violation of one

or the other aspects of discipline,

In Stemm's srticle "the Logic of Ideas" we amoused him of not under-
standing the dialeetieal process and the dialectical method of
reasoning, We stated the.t ohe of the meny aspects of this question
- he did not understand was the relation of the thought, the theory,
or the beginning of & material process to the comclusion -~ on ths
one hand theory and practice, on the other hand the beginning of
revionis of Marxism in the party and the stage in the material
process when the Party ceases to be Marxisn, eto., TLikewire in the
- question of viplate and appeal versus abide, struggle ana appeal,
‘Stamm reveals that he does not understand the above relation be-
tween the beginning of the process and its end; or, one may say,
when a #isease starts in the organism and whan it is too late to
cure the disease, One knows that to start the eure when the i~
scase is not curable is futal, is defeatism; but one alsc knows
~—"""that treatment of a disease differs at different stages of its
development, The Zealot polttical doctor who treats the patient
with the same medicines and major operation at the beginning of an
ailment that san be cured, as he does for advanced cases of the
wafilment, can only ba elassified.-&s & butcher.
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A contrast of the principle fight we carried on against Cannon and
Muste in the WP and the Stamm ®principle fight" clearly reveals tihe
Gifference of the two. We presented the political issues, we issued
many political documents {10 issues of International News), end only
arrived at the guestion of "abide" on this political basis. Otzmm
on the eontrary stafts a fight after the conventiom,refusing to
abide and weaves &ll of his documents on this point. It reveals
_political bankruptcy.

In the WP we demanded a political homogenous caucus, expelling from
the csucus those #ho didn't toe the line. But Btamm considers that
we are "capitulating to Trotskyism® and has in his caucus the father
of the Convnetion document which is the teapitulation", comrade

BESky M



Stamn and others suspended from the Orgenization,

The Central Committee has suspended from the organization two leading wembers of
its committee,comrades Stamm and Basky and two slternates,comrades Cowl and Lewis;
end w3 MY, comrades of the New York unit for refusing to abide by converbion

 decisions snd for carrying ocub disruptive,slandercus splitting tacties.

The article in this issue on Democratic Gentralism presents the political axis
of the dispube over this question in the leagucs This poliﬁical,vorganizational
qestion in turn flews from Stomms felse ovsluation of Marxisme Theme politicel
documents de. ing with the roots of this questilon are Second Convention documents
* which were published in the preconvention d scussion and in our theoretieal
orgen aftor the eonventions bore retorial dealing with the politicsl aspects will
be publishods . . ‘

The dispute,and refusal to ebide revolves around the DECISIONS OF THE SECOND
CONVENTION, Not over issued developed after the convention. Stams has stated,that
if the Third Convention ndopts the seme positions he will ag gin refuse Lo abide.
My conrade who carries oubt the same eots of Stamm will meet the same action
from the organizations '

These comrades first storted to refuse to abide on ONE orgonizatiomal point of the
conventions 2-Then they refused to recognize the Politicnl Committes. 3«Next they
rofusefl to recognize the aubhority of the Central Gormittess 4+Now their followers
rofuse to recognize the decisions of the Second Conveytione 5= At pressnt they
rofuse o recognize the duly electod organs amd the msjor ity of the membership,and
with & hondful,and wncosbtitutionn 11y they am ealling e Ysonvention" in New York.
*6.Their followers in Chicogo have exbonded this refusal to tbide,and in the face
of the elass enemy ot the Chicago unemployed demon stration,whore William Strester :
was arrested for selling the FIGHTING WORKER ,th oy refused to carry out tho instruct-
ions of the sterring committee snd refusad to sell FLGHTING WORKERS.

Thoso whe revise Marxism ond refuse o shide by decisions of & Marxian orgonizat-
jon have mo place in the RWL. At the convention Sbtamm and others suppovbing him
votad for two different motions agreeing to abide by all convention decisions ;and
voted from & mobion which stabed that the sonvention and its members were Marxist s,
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