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“l«hﬁ‘ﬁi thlﬂlrgt .om in corlition ~overmments ds to negate Ierxism
Fme e to secent the reformist nesition on porlismentary a“ﬁﬂx1TY.
‘.
;'ﬁantuve” of the ﬁemOC”?th' bour?ecisfstﬁte nd the nepceill tran-
svb“m~TlJn trom cernitdlism to socislism, As 2 eten in this direct~
in the reformists merti¢ipate in ccalition sovermments, in the
hTFPOlq ministry. Fistory, however, hnas rroved time and’ agoin -
t%at.as a minority or the ruling party the workers' utilization of
the Ludrgeols state *cd the ﬁwﬂﬁual evolutmon to mog1a¢1sm is &

i

{Irwke upon the maturing troletrrian revolution.

r:v

3. Fut there are thoge who marticimate in coalition povermments, ‘in
the hLourgeois cabinet, for other reasons. At least they say 20. ...
Thew eiart vith the nrerise thot thev sre Tor the overthrow ol ceb-
itelism snA that the bourpecis stete 1# a hindrance that mist te
rercved, Tut in view of their wes rent weakness, their minarity po-
sition, it ie necessary to yo along With the coslition ‘“V?f?ﬂeni
an® enter the cabinet in order to exmosc’ the moves oF the cneny,
to fguerd! the tforkers interests, to keen "contect't wit th the maspes.
They Fo into the povermment in crder to 'toke advantage” or thein
porition vrithin the ‘rovernment For "revolutionary” ends. This 1eft
cever is more fféﬂchercus» then the cnen reformist position,

4, The BOUH ¢f Snaln ﬂﬂnaantn the ahove »es itian, This mosition is..
centrist in vords snd red aormiet in sction. : :

The Teners 11tv with 211 of its 'workers® garh, 1g:-:z hourgeoia SUV—
errment, is gove“nwcnt deminated by the Anplomﬂreugr mePF islists,
Tre Lﬂve”sﬂllatﬂ utilize the petty bourgeois Zsquerrn, the Stalinists,

 tke Sccislists and the inerchists t¢ serve their immerialist ends,
The POUUM was the t2il to thie atruuture~ | -
5, The inarchist lesders of the (T develop their Tundamentsl error

’)

of entry to the Feoples Tront povermment o dits logieal co amrelusion.

As Avnrchists they are "onmosedt to Parlisment and while iz the 4w
ermment of the hourgecisie, vhich rulad by emeryency deoree Tn the
war afainst Vesclem, .steted thet the Constituent Assembly was ouiill
ed and es fead, Put new thet the T’wﬁ}'p reoinie i stronger ':1‘}.*' fe;"‘«»_
GGWPb%ithﬁ of the rre~July elected wﬂ*&lmw@nt ie to the right oz
the Tsbinet of the Genevrnlity that came into 1life azler the July Jeys
(alt?ourh ngTpeﬁ aeyeral tlmes), the +oroes fighting For bourgeols
normality csll fb” the meeting of the oli elected ravrliament. The n



archist leaders who knew nothing and learnef less avaut the Hunte
aince the July and Mav uprising cells for the rule by decree 27 the
Council.of the Generality as sumerior 10 the ™ile o the Uninlon Pap
1isment, The 3decrees of the Council of the Nenepplity sre U "asTec
ment! of the parties of the coalitien roverrment, Ty an agivemant o
the Generality Cabinet, by the bourgeols ministersy while the Totak
Parliament is "nothing tut a talking shop of r&aatzxunriﬂﬁﬁ elouted
vefore the July Days. The Anarchists confuse the wourpenia Tixecutl
rommittee before the uprising anf after the worieing - with the el
and flows ¢ the civil wer, ennfuse the vressure ¢f the maspes wner
the nourgecis state with the atete itself, therevy, liue e ather
refurmists, helving hold in check the "arkers.

6. Tevolutionists participate in Paprliamentory aciivity -o o1 2B
iary activity, as oppesiticn to the touriecis gtﬂﬁﬁi'x;zfdfé“¢2mﬁif*
twe, while participation 1n conliticn SQVE?ﬁﬂQnE%i*%ﬁ*;;m:ih;;§?;éu
inets is a positicn of charing the ruling gﬁf@f éﬁg:‘ixﬁ‘gleQQ;mip
state mxecutive Committee. The intevgﬁt c? *hf.'*”ﬁﬁ {Q:MEQW:LQ 1?
repest of the struprle to owerthrow itne aﬁﬁitpfia: %iﬁwéy AWL%gmgﬁgiu
articipation in onalition povermments. _Such 18 ag}rq%::a*%émg Tk
rs have no fatnerland, The representatives can Tule TR, o reie
+eriat only under the T4 otatorship of the Proletarinty =2 .0 . less

a transition structure
society.
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s muxil-
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(¥ote: trief sumnlement on th h o £ the | pedo o
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1, Under the rule of the Dictatorshin of the Cerdtnllistis a nar
thgt.is, the revoluticnary Merxian owpnnizati&n,“iﬂli£gséﬁgguﬂﬁ% é%é
embryo which through a geries of transformations in the c¢loss gtrug~

gle and the civil war teccmes the dictatorship of the proletariet, |
3 false position on the marty will inevitably lead to a “8lse posit-
ifon on the question of the state and the Alctrtorship of the orole-
taria®, But the party like the state is not only an objective fact
in the clase strugele; it is also a subjective factor, ¢1 humen e
;ggs, of “roletarian revolutionists to bring to the class cocialls:

8010LY «

2, More complicated that revolutionary changes in {ncrgenic and of
onmic development is the social system which carries vith 2t no7
Iy tre seed of its destruction in its nmew tirth, tut also ine dev?
oped furm of the seed in new relatiom, in new acptnt, e e v
case of the revolutionary I"arxilan party and the N angtettAp ol
proletariat,

The party becomes the guiding, directing farce of ilue ?igwﬂ%?ﬁ»ﬂfj“j
the Proletarist. This was the vmosition presented by Lenlt, tha U3
+the Marxlan concept,




8.‘But ??d&sky, vho has Tevised I"arxism on many fundamental ouesiiors
also revises this important question, -Trotsky, in the Revolutinn Bo- .
irayed, on page 268 says: "The vrohibition of opnositich pArties was
2 timpo?arJ,measure.ﬂletated‘by,anﬂitions of civil war, blockade, ine
tervention, and famine.,.The wrohibition of other parties, from beine
a temngzary evil, hae been erected.intc a wrinciple (by'%%blihism).“u
The PCUM states this same principle deviation of Trotsky in cruder
form. "hey state that the Dictatorship of the Proletariat can be ox-
ercired by the POUM (ceéntrists), CNT (anarchists), and the PSUO (&Tal~
intsts and Socialigts), &+ 0 o R ,

Whereas- the PCUM position on this one question is reformist, the  Trot-
sky position is centrist. Trotsky's formulation leaves two doors op-
en in the one formulation, I.~ That. there can' be more than one party
under the DNictatorship cf the Prcletariat, .2 - That there will Lé& '
only one party directing the Nictatorship, but-at the same time the:
communists will allow orposition parties in the early transition pe-
riod vecause of the "strength' of the Nictatorship of the Proletarilat
ir advanced econemig countries, Even though the Trotsky formulation
is w0 the 1eft of the POUM, and leaves the doer open for a left inte
pretation, it remgins outside the bounds of a Marxian concept,
4, In the decav stdte of cepitalism there can be no progressive can-
italist or capitalist marty. The only progressive class is the pro-
letariat and the only progressive vartv is the revolutionary Marxian
Party. Under cenitalism there Can be cnly one proleterian party -
the revelutionary Marxian Party, All other varties, thourh working
clags in form, are hourgeois in content, To conclude, that the ppo.e-
tarian party and the hourpeois parties can exercise the Dictatorship
ns the POUI does or as Troteky implies by his formulation 1s 1o ne-
gate the avove concent of the party under cepitalism, )

5, Under capitalism the pfoletarian varty (the revolutionary Marxiall
organization) must carry on united front activity with the other work-
ing class parties (working clssa in form and bourgeois in content) in
order to separate in action the workers from these centrist and Pﬁf},.
ormist varties. In the period of Civil “ar, in the period.of Tuax POw
., *he united front with other "working class" parties is continued.
Tnier Tual Pewer it is expressed in the Scvietsy as the hlghesg,ﬁggih
of the Umited “ront, . But the centrists like the PUUMites4§ndff§%u;8:
ists alse deny this, that is, they "go ?eﬁonﬁ thig! by thelr ‘%éﬁ 4
tions; they in reality stete: That the highest fbrm’oiiﬁhefugle Prola-
front of the ™wrkihe class" parties Is +the Dictatorship of tae 7

tariat,

€, But to confiise the peplod of dual power 8“ﬁ¢f°Vii§§'b§f§§§ g?et .
gra shing of the Tourgecis state with Sovie te a.teri n ﬁgrehip % the
S sare of power - with the estaplistment of the WICTART IS S i
troletariat - 1g false, TUnder Tual Power the un%le,the Trwists to
morking class" parties in the Soviets is to_emable the M re ot
win the maiorlty of the proletariat and oppresse =
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<7, In the fire of the revolution and in the fire of the insurrection,

" pevolutionists under their leadership and the non-Marxists will Dbe re-

. —— Y, N
. \'
- .

-

1

the clear line of demsrcation between the Marxists and the proleterian |

vealed in ACTION for or against the smashing of the bourgeois state
and the seizure of power. A bloc of parties, if such would be the
casey, in the struggle for power through the Soviets would result in a
fusion in gne party with the seizure of power, Fundamental agreement
on the principle questions of the seizure of power and the establish-
ment qﬁ the rtile of the proletariat equals agreement on REVOLUTIONARY
MARXTISM, ‘ ' '

If on agreement ic obtained with two or more parties for the seizure
of power (for the smashing of the bourgeois state snd the establishme:-
of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat), the unification of these par-
ties into one Marxian pariy masy be accomplished only after workers'
power is estsblished, This transition is not excluded and once comply”
#d the forces fighting against the Dictatofship of the Proletarist anc
for the return to Bourgeois "democracy™ will be suppressed,

2. Trotsky sttributes to Stelinism the concept of the sne porty guid-

ing the Dictotor8hip of-the Proletrriat, But this fs frlse., Stciinism
has zls0 revised this Marxian concept, Trotsky confuses the Striinist
nen-Merxian position on this question with Lenin's, with Marxism.
Stalinism also rejects the Merxian position of the party as the H1id~
ing orgnnization of the state through the transition p&%iod. Stelirism
gtrugeles conglstently to replece the party with the bureatcracy iich
warps the Soviet state and is leading to its defest.

9, Not only is the concept of the Didtstorship of the bureaucracy (of
Pgi%;?ism) wrong, tat Iikewise the concept ofpﬁhe,Dictatarship o% the
¢ .
10, The Dictetorship of the Proletsriat is not the A1 ctatorship of the
Party, The Dictatorship of the Proletariat is » structure of garkers*
democracy with the party only as the guiding organization, with the So-
viets 5ad the trade unions and the other workers organizations carrying
out an indispensable part of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat AGAINS
the remnante of the former exploiters and FOR workers interest through
workers democracy, The living, active participrtion of the perty, the
SOVlét?,’Fhe trad§ unions, ard the other workers organizat ons have a
part within the Dictstorship of the Proletsriat (in check and beslence)
that can only be eliminated in the transition period to the detriment

of the proletarian interest,

Likewlse, the elimination of democratic ceniralism in the party, like
the elimination of workers democracy in the Soviets and the trede unic
by Stslinist burocracy. can-only lead to defeat, The eliminaticn of fa ..
tions in a commurdst organization, factions as » fundamental sspect of
democratic centralism, and yet factions regulated by democratic central-
ism, can only lead *o further steps to the right, The tempcrory prohib-

ition of factions by the party under Lenin wag carried over to e permalr
ent prohibition of Tactions by Stalinism, ¥rctions within the tounds of
democratic centralism shall not be prohibited, On this question we are



o ?'P the 53‘?3:?:72..0?1 th~t nrahibitien AT Factions in Hhe haunds e A-er
eratic cenirslism wos an epror an Lenin!a nert,

12, The Aictrforchin apeinet the exnloiters oon te exercised v the
proletorict only throueh Aemacracy in the Sovie ta ~nd in the thirre une
doney, N under the Jenderchinp of the revolutions =y Farxiszn pertv in
(the mevint of treneition from espitelism to Corrmnisms only such a
structure 'A1l inemn'e the development toward the ClﬂﬁéleSﬂMQOCietv and?
the “lesnmervrire of the stote, - 3 £ X

FOR TED AR AD 7173 ROUCLUTION

mp k .;n‘. - . * 3 a
Lr he orking clase o netiv=hourpeois organizations in Sp-in reveal

+h?1ﬂpﬂ3ﬂ%f10h for or aprinst the proletarian revolution b§¥ the way
thev formul=te »nd execute the sloFan, "Wor the Jar and the Tevolubiont,

The gsnuerrs, ﬁheﬂstalinists snA the right ané le ft wing Socislicts is-
sue :‘I‘-ﬁ:,’S;Og ey ~’5:;;‘91:_~1ihe ¥ar snd the Revolution”, Their nosition is

te win the wak-af-inst Pesciam todnv and - the revolution ageinet canital-
iom tomorrow, In life the slopan of the ce orerniz 2tions has resulted
in firecting more enersy srningt the mvoleterian revnlution then a-
painst the wor acpinst Taseiem, Confronted in July 1936 with a matur-

lng social revelution, “ith'a strupele of Fescism attermting to head = ~—-
$TY ommundsr, the “democmnatic! bourgecieie and the supnorters of the
eciles Wront exillfuilly frmulates thie position aseinst toth the
rclegmrlﬁn_r?vclgtion, and the Fascigts, but ~t the eame time with the
alm ¢ Uhordinmating the orkers snd peasants to the Tecples ront,

hey fllled the abstract slogan: "for: the War and the Revolution” with
sonerete action of subordirating ALL to the "wor against Fascism™,

[n 1ife itself this meant 2 class war agminst the proletariat and an in-
1er canitalist war againgt the Fascists, By the formmla of the war a~
rwinst Yasclsm and the revclution tomorrow they were able to turn up~
:ide dewn the questlon of Fascism and Cépitalism, of the war against
Faaciom and the revolution ageingt capitalism, That is, thev fought
ILTED apalnst the nroletaridn revolutienists snd in a secondary way a-
r=inel the Fascists, while the workers »nd pergants who accented this
g elal matrictic formula fought enly apainst Teeciem, “hile the work-
ers who were sublected fn the bhaureeois Peoples Pront fought Fescigm
2t The fromt, the Peoples "ront fousht the preletarian revolution in
the rear and 2%t the front,

. Trhe 4m=rchists, FAT and the CNT, as well as the centrist PCUY, for-
lated the questicn of war and reveluticn as follows: "The wer and the
evoluticn cornct Te sepsr~ted,” Put both the anerchist and certrist
fFanizaficns in sctior nleend +hn wer spnimat focnfem afarg. the Teue -

-
e

L idon aEnin + oppitelicm, “hev mechanically separat.d these tw ques—
i id Tenind 1 reformict formula, Tre Jeruary fa Ratalla
g and tralked Lehind the rerormisl TOM {a Bataila



st Fomila preseniing two positions, CCRPR

o defeat the proletarist in its struerle agninat eopitalicm wrnd W oo
and not as the POUM cleaims, "to win the war (?) at a greater price", ihe
ACTION of the CNT and the POUM zXxkx since July 19th uprising clerrly
proves that the abstract slogen was filled with the content of tie war
first and the revolution leter, -

3, The revolutionary Marxists present the question of war =nd revolution
on 2 different basis., The war egeinst fascism rnd the rewolution against
cenitalism are not TWO questions, They nre two aspects of ONE question,
The decisive part of the two-fold aspect is revolution, The rwoletarint
must carry on the war apainst Fescimm ~t the front and in the rear. The
"faschst® bourgeoisie are the right arm of the defense of CAPITALISH us-
ed when the left arm, the "democratiec" hourgeoisie is no longer able to
hold in %heck thetpgggetarian revolution, The proletariat can carry on

2 struggle ageing NP o B
: faglist" bourgeoisie onl A3 fa
strugsle ag=inet CAPITALISM, g y on the RASIS of a

-

This calls for the prolitieally and orgenizz(oRATLy “indepencent aetic
of the Tmski® proletsariat end its verty, against bothe the "democratic
and "fasclst” capitslists, ,

IR R RISTRRTRIRI 2R AN RINT S
LI LU U L LT

' AR R R AT
Notices ' . '

The Third Plenum of *the League held in New York City Oct.,2-6,
opened the preconvention dlscussion period of the Second Conventlog
of the organization,thr ¥4 held in Chicago,starting Saturday Dec,.29.
Now that the preconve’:iion discussion period is cpen the Political
cormittee presents its position and all other position to the memgep—
ship and to the working class, After the P;enum material is 1ssusd, |
the Gocuments and articles of the membership will be issued, ARTLCles
for the Internal bulletin ghall be Iimited to 1000 words. Articles o
for the press shall be limited to 500 words, . .

Desails on convention arrangments will be sent to all units 1n a

special letter.
T
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;ﬁfge outcoue of the historie struggle between proletarial and bourgesiss=
e depends upon whether the forwmer cdoues to realime its hilstoric :

Pﬁien and on this basis carricsg on its struggle in complete independs
‘ﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘wh§le policy of ‘the bourgeoisie congists in tryiung to prevent tihiue
{Tne-only force thut can give the proletarist the correct—wision of s
thistoric.mission and independence in its struggle.is its comuunist van-
uard, whose growth in turn is conditioned by the wmaturity of the cluss
pituation nationully wnd internationalive = .- o ‘

Eince the hourgroiziels 'attermphs to prevent the prolekariat from erriv-
ng at a clear understanding of its higtorie missign ond to fight in
mplete independence TuK3 BVUR 1V JORIS,the decisive tusk of the comw
nist venguard coueists in analysing corveectly these continuous ch o ng=
8« Only on condition of understendiug coryectly aud in bime the new
nsuvres of our enemy class can the vaaguard lzad the. class into cor-
rept action. ’ t ‘

A . , S

- The highest stage of the independence snd comaunist consciousness of the
Proletariat is being reoched in the proletarian revolutiony l.e. in bthe
" frontal attack aguinst the bourgeois states. Its lowest stuge is reachec
.10 imperi.list war, i.e. when one section of the proletariat fights for
the preservetion of ¥its" stute aguinst other sections of the class, ,
which in turn defend"theiry stutes. I the décay mtuge of capitalisu so
cicty, i. es above all the proleturiut, is countinously woving towards
-€lther the ‘one or the other,.as indicated by the formula Vwar OR.revol-
gution“. . . E :
The bourgeoisie's struggle aguiust the prolebturiun revolution v ukes,
therefors, the Torm of mobilizing the wmasses for. inperielist war bydri
ving thewn off their closs line; i.e. by wwking bthea support one sectou
of the exploiters. This mobilization for imperialist war, and imperic
igt wer itself; t.ke ever newr forms, il.6¢ appear in ever unew disguises
To uncever these m.neuvres of the bourgeoisie and to put the proletar-
1ot on puwrd against ther 1s the key tousk of the communist vanguard,
whose Tuliillient wlon gives it the right to thet titles Only the un-




masking of -these mwneuvres «llows the vuuguard to uintain its fut.
independence, every timé it is eudangered by some historical turm, «-
to reguin it when it has been destroyed tewporwrily. Ouly  tius can
the course towards imperialist war be changed into the oppogite CO1.
se toward the proleturiwn revolution, and only thus can an iupcrial.
igt war, once broken out, be trauunsforued into class war and become Li:
prelude to the triuwph of the proletariates

In the decline stage of capitalism imperialist war becomcs ever uore

a method of destroying products «und forces of production, iucluding
the force of labor, which in the form of the modern proletariat con-
stitutes the living negation of the capitalist systewm. ihile the stru-
ggle between groups and individuals, among the exploiters necessarily
continues as long as the capitulist system with all its contracdictions
exists, their struggle against each other becomes ever wore a joint st-
ruzgle againsgt the proletariat ond the peasantrya (/e do unot speak herc
of those cases where the contending bourgeois groups openly fight to-
gether ag.inst the wasses, but of wars which combine both aspects,
the struggle among various tapitalist groups on_the one hand, and the.
Joint struggle aguinst the masses on the other.

The struggle between vurious capitalist groups becomes ever wore THE
method of fightiug the proletariut and peasantry, by uwking the muss-
es kill off each-other under the lewdership of contening capitalist
- groups. The more the capitalist system decuys, and the more helples.
the Ysolution" of redividing the eurth becomes, the more imperiulist
wer becowes A VAR O EXTWR: TNATION 04 UHE PROLIUTARIAT AllD ILaBL.TRY.
TH:E PRWGHAIT /AR IN S8FAIN IS GUCH A wAR OF EXTURTHATION,waG.D LY THu
‘ gEuE%SH ATD /ORLD BOURGEOISIZ AGAL ST THE PROLETARIL.T AND LSASAITTRY
B SEAIN] ’ o

While the world bourgeoise endeavors to loculise this aliost scient-
ifically "orgunized® mass slaughter in order te be e&ble te control I
(an atteupt which hag thus fur been crowned with success), it utilise
it at the same time to wobilize the workers and peaseonts O THHE WHOLE
VORLD for bigger future tmperialist wars, an attempt which hus also
been successful, as the tremendouely acceleruted decomposition of the
world labor movement during the l4months since the outbreak of the war
in Spain and the world-wide triumph of social-patriotism prove.

This time the bourgeoisic has been able to accorplish whut in the past
it would not even have dreamed of; ITS IMIBRILLIST viR IS BLIUG IR0~
CLATIIMD BY PRACTICALLY ALL “JORKIRS ORG.NIZATIONS THS “JORLD OVAR A8
PART OF THZ PROLATARIAN RAVOLUTION! And not only do all of them vie
with each other to gznd as many workers into the shuwbles as possible
but the farther to the left these groups stund, the more they insist
thet "the war and the revolution are inseparablel.

To understund the causes and the historicul significane of this cen-
tral phenomenon of to-~duy ig the first duty of Marxists. Only those
whe fulfill this duty will be ablé to participate in & leading role
in the revolutionury revival of bo-worrows

The formula that to-day does the trick for the bourgeoisie is in iis ;
egsence not & new ones It is the Ystruggle" of Yleft" against Pright




bourgeoisie, ofPProgress! und Ydemocrucy" against Yregcetiont. Bat iy
. day, in correspondance with the adv.nced stage of decompesition of &lu
capitelist system it has tuken of a new form; the new formula of Vant.
fascist! aguinst ®fascist? bourgeoisie ip being supworted Wfrom the ~
by the out-and out revisionist foruula foommunism ageinst fascism™, i
which "comwunisn! Las become purt and parcel of ".utifascisw”, und iz
s opposed to fascism,. not capitalisme :

Antifoscism and fascism Tfulfill the same function of mobilizing the ma-
~s for imperialist war by temporarily establishing class peace, althou
they do it by-opposite methodsy They mutually strengthen each other {a
170 the Pright" and "left¥ methods of the bourgeoisie generally) and de~-
«yond sach in their effectiveness on the existence of the other. This 17
yuerpecially true of antifascism, vhose very developmnent depends on the ex
G 4isnce of fascism: without the "fascist danger" the antifuscist muneuvy:
* Hringid Y ' {ous trork y i - E a2t Tou.:
§F Pringive,fbg, repellions, vorkers back 1ok, Lhe TS I By
poa, because it gets the nasses Yyolunturily" to the trencles, as opposcé
o the obviously terrorist methed of fascisi. a

here is no fundameuntwl difference between an Yanti~fascist® war within
we nation and one between peveral of them,BiCAUSE IUT ZACH CALS THG S ALBE
CORIGHT UTHOR TN DIRECTION OF [HAIR CLASS ey, AND OBJACTIVIALY FOR

Fela

fond
e GLASS TILURIGES, in spice of their belief to the contrurys I GITILER
VO SOTH ATHTHG9the fascist and the ant-fusclist one)AR:d BOURGI0IS ARITIL,

I THD TASGIG OF BOTI SIDESS AW 1WRB CALFON FODDUR.' AN INTORWAL ANDTTHEAL

ST AR NAG 40 B CHARACTARIZED AY AN TiZURLALIST VAR JUST A8 AN BXTORIFS
L 0%

he interncl antifascist war conceals its imperialist charvctexr better ar

nd serves therefore in the additionul function of nobilizing the wmasses

n a nationcl and internationul scule for future imperialist wars in

hich the bourgecisie may not be able to use the pume kind of mneuvre

8 to-day, to make the masges fight for its caugee Once driven off its

lass line by an internal antifasgcist war, the proletariat is ripe fox

he wore o.en kinds of iwmperialigt war bto which the bourgeoisie may hav-
return to in the future,preferably in the form of a war or wars bet~

en fascist and antifascist couniriess ‘

e transfori.tion of wars under the leadership of the bourgeoisie, i.c

" the imperiacloit stuge of cupitalismyimperialist warg, into eclass wia~

quires A COJZLOTH .2iD ABRUPT BREAK WITH TH: FORIBR BY THE COMUNIST

FANGUARD, 2 I8 TICSSIDLE TO WYL THD LIADIRSHIDY OF AN ATIRASCIST

JAR OR AY OTILAR VAR UNDJSR THU IADLROHIY 0# THE BOURGSOILIW, AND TO

IANGE TITIRLIDY TTS CLASS OHARACTUR, Such attempts result inevitably i

e ever deeper objcective and subjective subordination of the proletas.
its class enedys becwuse & falpe hope(the ore dangerous and lasting

e "lefter! the argunments on which it is based) prevents the workers fi-

ing the complete break with the enenyts war which alone allows the re-

tablish.uent of class fronts, The lbrxist formula for this compiete braal
REVOLUPTONARY DRASATIO!. ‘

'rejectign of the policy of revolutionary defeatisn as agplicab}e'uw
n tg@ be Marxin®

war in Spein by aluost all orgauizations thut clal




and their scceptance of » ‘socisl-patriotic position mark the final

stage of the long period of disintegration of the communist movement
vhich began with the defeats of the Central Ruropean proletarist ar-
ter the world war. This last stage is characterized by the ummasizing
of all those who in the pest had féiled to tuild a solid theoreti.
foundafion on the basis of 2 Marxist amalysis of the lessons of t.3e

postwar EXFA XBEX strugrles (Comintern and “orkers' State in Ruesialg
of the new forms of the class strugsle which have ar®sen in the mosi-
war vears (especially fascism and anti-fascism), and of the underiy-
ing changes in the structure of canitalism (above all the establlbr?
ment of a wer economy in times of peace). . The historical process o
salecting the cadres that are to lead the future rev1va;.of'the Cu i
munist movement, a process which is essentially one of §1ft1ng%_op
the basis of the contiruous confrontation of programmatlic positlons,

nas entered.its final stage.

o

- The events in Spain have nut every orgsnization to the test, e
have to admit that we have not stood it., Seeing this, our first and
foremost duty is to study the roots of our failure, Our second futy
1s to admit our failure in all frankness before the national end in-
ternational proletariat, Only thus can we hope to rehabilitate our-

" gelves as a Merxist vanguard organization, If the organization pulds
~hrough this crisis, i.e. analyses to the tottom its failure to meetT
a historic.test, and corrects it completely, it will be essentially
new organizetion, having outgrown the weaknesses of its childheod
days. It will then be ome of the very few organizations on an intev

__smtional scale that have weathered the Spanish storm., In fact It wi

-~ ye stronger than before, as asre those who capable of correcting the:s

gelves even when that correction touches the very essentlals of thel
position, : ;

By its failure to recognize the imperialist cherscter of the war in
‘Spaln and by its rejection of the policy of revolutionary defeatlsm
the Political Committee has demonstrated its inability to react to
new events as Marxists ard to give leadership to the class, while
the acqulescence of the majority of the.Central Committee and of the
- membershio to the resultant social-patriotic policy of the Political
vCOmgittee has revealed a fundsmental weaknegs OF THT "HCLT ONCGANIZA~
TION, ‘ .

In conjunction with its failure to recognize the imperialist charac-
ter of the war. in Spain the Political Committee has in the ccurse of
the 14 months since the outbreak of the war abandoned the two funda-
mental prXMykyiwx positions that separate Mrrxists from reformists:
1, THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF UTILIZING OR COODVRATING "/ITH OR DNIINDING
ANY PANT CF THE CAPITALIST STATT APPARATUS, INCLUDNING ITS IOST IM"U-
CRATIC INSTITTUTIONS AS A XXXXEWM STEP  TOVARDS TH @ WMANCIPATION OF

~ TET PPOLNTARIAT, 8, TFR DMMISPERSIBILITY OF THE TXISIRNCE 07 A COF-
MUNIST VANGUARD WOR THD TISTNCT OF A "UVOLUTIONARY SITUAITCN,

The Marxist thesis of the indispensibility of the EXISTINCE of a com-~
manist vanguard has been replaced by the Political Committee Ly the
opposite theeis of the indispensibility of a LINE for its creation,



Aaving that "line', it is mow considered to be correct to call or the
~workers to fight in the avmv of the enemvy clagsse (i.e, to sunnmort the
very bDackbone of the canitrlist atate), -~ of course on the line or

"o eunport to Azanail and of "Ng summort to the Feonles Tront ermyi
The most coneise formulation of this new noeition i= contained in the
following nrragraph in a document on Spain which. the Political Commit-
tee accepted on July 20th, 1937: "Vhat is decislive is not whewher
there are actually functioning indemendent workers militias, or soviet:
or partyv, but whether the masseg are in revolutionary motion agalnst
the class enemy, even though the instruments cf the masses are in the
hands of the hosses! agents, snd@ whether there is a LINE for the créa-
Lon of these infispensable orgens, especially the party"(Point 11;,

Un the basie of this sbandonment of the Merxist position regerdinge the
Indiepensabilitv of the existence of a cormunist vanguard for the ex-
istence of a revolutionary situation, ~nd of its evaluation of the war
in Spain as escentially a civil war, the Political Committee has char-
acterized the situation in Spain as RTVOLUTICOUARY and has alfirued

the possibllity of creating the clege party of the 3panish vproletariat
ON TF ® BASIS OF TH IS SITUATION, i,e, on the basis of the supwort
wnich the Spanish nroleteriat and a1l its orgerizetions give to the
war under the Airection of the bourgeoisie, It is plzin that the on-
1y kind of partv that can be crented on this breis 1s net the cless
narty of the proletariat, bhut JUST ANMOTHTR SCOLAL PATRIOTIC PRTY of
the Trotakylst-POUN-SAP tyne,

The class party of the 8panish wroletariat can not be created in the
present situation of immerialist war, as the experience of the vorld
war has demonstrated comclusively, Tut it can and must be DYRIRATID
todav, as it was vrepared during the world war in those countries
whare no venguard had heen orgsnized before the war, THIS PYIARA~
TIQN TIAS 0G COMSIST IN THT RTRST PLACT IF THT OFTN CHARACTIRIZATION &
TETOTAT AS AT IMITIRTALIST AR AT IN OUR RIWUSAL TO SUPPORT IT IN AN
YIRY AMD INIER AFY PRI,

By its refusal to wroclaim this the Political Committee has demonsir
ed that its work is directed not towards the creation of a nroletsr:

clase party, BUT ACATINET IT AMD TOWARDS THI CITATION OF JUST AFQITHT

SUCIAL PATHIOTIC PARTY, Its affirmation of the possibility of crea..
ing a CLA3SS party of the Svanish nroletariat in the PR7ISHWT HITUATIL.
cerves the ssme end ss the underlving characterization of that situa-
tion o8 revolutionary and se the denial of the imperialist cheracter
of the ware: it serves the “olitical Committee to Aarcnatrste that.ﬂhe
tranaformation of that wmr into claee war and the resultant crestion
of A eitmntion of mroletsrisn offensive, s the inAignensable conri-
tion €or the creation of ~ nroletorian class orriy, I3 G%KJ*J?&%gi‘
Tr other words, the affirmetion of the possiblliiy qf$02eﬁg}J&”tW§wm

! - A bt srTTEIGTT A COPTRLOAT OTTAYY T L TR G-
clmse varty of the proletardiet WITROUT A COIPLAIS (2 Ao L0 i L
e oTTUATION serves the Politicel Committee to JusTIvy THD SUFTORT
1T eTms 16 TS DPTRIALIST AR,



With thés revision of two fundamental positions of Iarxism (state and
perty) the Political Committee has negated our whole past struggle a-
paingt Trotsky's policy of entering the party of the agents of our
2lese enemy, while retaining "the line™ of building an indenendent
slass party of the proletariat, and has rejoined the ranks of Trotsky-
iem, today the left flank covering the bourgeoisie against the prole-
tarian revolution, The eliminstion of those responsible for the aban-
domment of the positions on which the Revolutionary Werkers League had
oririnelly been built, frow &1l leading posts is necessary as a first
orsenizational measure to safeguard the future of the organization, The
next s?e? hzs to be an ¢pen discussion of the two diamet}ically oppos-
23 positions that have arisen within the organization, BEFOTE THE NA-
TTONAL AND INTERIMATIQITAL FRCLETARTAT, in preparation for the second Na~
tional Convention of our organization.

b Minority position of P. Eiffel

Read-—
Voiume 2 No,14  Fourth International Supplement
: On the Revecluticnary Workere League Reply tc the
\ Open Letter of the Bordiguist group on "revolutionary

~Jefeatism! :

Ancther P.C, document on

"revolutionary defestism”
will appear in a fortheceming
issue,

,>Send in contritutions to help us print the list of Plenum
documente listed on the first page of this issue,
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