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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE COMRADES OFTHE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE.
New York September 1937
Dear comradest

It is almost nine years since we together broke definetly with the counter=
revolutiomnry wing that once led the Commnist Party. Our split was supposed %o
represent a Marxian renction to the oppertunist line thaft broupht the world proletoriatb
from one defeat to anothers Although we broke together from the Stalinist~Bucharin
line ideologically and orrenizationally,we stood apart from you for the reason that

- ideologically we were part of the left faction of the Italian Communist Party which
fundamental documents are to be fournd in the Roma thesiss These documents were a
contrast o all the political past of Cannon and Shachtman who at thot bime only

~ borrowed from the Russian oppositions Under the leadership of Leon Trotsky‘the Inter-

- natlonal Left Opposition from the beginning stood for the reform of the Communist

 Internationsl misjudging therefore,the fundamental reason that brought the oppertunist

. to the head of the Culs Thet fundamental reason was represented by the many defeats

ofthe proletariat,upon which defeats the counter~revolution found strengbthe While the

. oprosition was swimming in this illusion the ideological ground to dissolve itself

into the rotten second internationnl was laid downs You will agree with us that
rotsky did to' ddetroy the Communist movement what Stalin was not able to dos

While the Internstional Bureau was splitting groups,and liguidating the rest
by sending them into the Socialist Party;from that time on they disappeared from the
i'proletarian horizon. On the German situation Trotsky build up n theory that it was
_possible to have o proletarian Revolution with a centrist patriotic leadershipe This
negative cancepbtion of the nabture of burocracy and oppertunism,and the anti-ILenin
coneept of the historical significance and necessity of a Communist Party--~all this
brought o lob of confusion into the ranks of the Left Opposition,which consist of
many sincere communistse Our faction fought all lines of Trotsky,politically as well
c o8 ormnizationally,andit cannot be otherwise bem use the organizational guestion is
. bound up with the politicals

We will not mention the whole history of the Left Oppoeition which 'you all well

" knowe We will merely call to your attention a few facts which characterize the entire
 Trotsky movement and lines The Leninist emthed of interpretation of the revolutionary
- movement ofthe proletariat and the role of its hisborical guide is the opposite of the
methods of Trotsky ever since 1903. When we communist state that without the histore
~leal orgen the proleberiat cannot be vietorious,we mean exactly what we asserts The
‘whole post war experience and particularly the Speanish conflict shows that this liorxd
1lan concept still holdse

% When you comrades split with the Workers Party in order not to Joiln the Socialist
erty it was a healthy reaction agninst the line of Traotsky ond you were on the road
£ Marxism on the conception of the independence of the Commnist vangusrd. Whek you
roke off with Cannon and Shachbtman outfit this brought us neerers As o foct we had
~long discussion on principle ymestions that concercned the proletariat movement as
wholeo We all know the results of that discussion periode It was too mechanical

%0 be of any help toward the esteblsihment of a real Ameriecan Left Faction of Com~
nism,which is a preliminery necessity to build up,in the course of the class struggle
| the revolutionary events, o real Communist Party. Anyway we believe thut the idens
p programs could show their ability when they were tested by eventse¢ The Spanish
flict offers the oppertuniby to ench and every group the test for their theories
inciples and to learn the strength and weakness of their linej who ever lost

lism is not a Myrxistse ‘ SRR

sectariamn,not from the political point of view,but the way the groups were proceedin

chance to learn from the Spanish events,the tactics and technle of a well develr: - .

S



far Froction did not take anything from the Permement Revolubion and ennlys:d criticale
ly the history of the labor movenment;the groat work of Lenin with » mighty expericnce
of the Oetober Revolution was the only one that sesn from the berinning what wes Ghe
situation in Spaina. Our faction did not try to copy the historical movement that
rppeared fromarch to October in the Russian Revolubione T cennot apply anything
but critically analyze ench evasts To apply to Spain what was good for the QOctober
Revolution it means not to unde rstend the difference of & historieal situation and-
the rule of the coawmter revolutionist that nre dealing in the proleteriat fronts 4
Inmedintely aftor the Spanish proelntrait gave up their weapon (Gemeral Strike) the
only wenpon to lead and destroy the enpitelist state,they became vietims of the
capitalist stotes , . :

~

When you start a insurrection et her you strike herd and po forwnrd and este=
ablish the dictatorship ¢ the proletarint,as the only weapon to destroy your enemy,
or olse you go backs In the Spanish sibuntion when the proletariab insbend of extend~
ing o gereral strike directed ngninst the copitalist state gives up their wesapon
to turn in the territorial front that wes o big blow to themselvesswhich can hardl:
be repaired on the immediante fubures It is e fact that right after the fourth amd
fif‘_ch day of the genersl strile the capitalist class went on and on consolidating
their powere Our fraction were the only ones under the slander and calumny of all
parties and groups, o;nd even at the cost of a split in the organization,stcod for
the class line. '

| For our frection the counter-rewlutionary situstion in Spain oome right after |
the proletariat gave up the gearnl strike nnd not nfber the anti=fascists were dic .-
or when the independent wemy =¥ ukfNde<d undor the Valediria Govormmnbe °

The fact that the entiw=foscishs committees as well as the independent militis _
those were controlled by the sams political organirations which has shown the coumbe.-
revolutionary rules The slogan that our fraction gave at thet time was the following:
Hiway from the front,turn the imperialist wer into a civil war" and all that goea

with ite What is your position comrades of the ReW.L. Now,not in July 1936,

B

. &b the mecting at Irving Plaze when your Secretary,Hugo Oehler exposed the political
line & the League,made us understand,thet the officisl line is purely & left tail

of the Popular Fronte At thet meeting we clearly sew thé position of all the Anericm
groups,the Trotskyites.the Weisbordites,the Fieldits and your position,which in our
opinion,makes an Am rican POUM,that is from the class point of wview,the political line
thet comrade Ochler defended stamls on the & her sid. o the proletariat interest,

Bugo Oehler,in his speech tried to avoid assuming sny political position,but as we have
expected,in the discussion period he did btake s positiones First of all he did not
arswor any questions that our comrades presented;he took plenty of time t0 amswer all
the obher groups although in a sarcastic menners In answering sane otk r questions
indirectly he geve an enswer to our question and especially when he oriteciszed the
Trotskyites for giving material aid to Valencia Govarnment. In this gquestion ke ssid
the followingt We d not support the Valencis Gowermment,but we do not sabatoge those
liberal® ondothers that send their aid to the Valaecia governm nte"™ That means he ~
Cramains neubtral on this vitel question,although he recognizes that this maberial aid

- 1s used ageinst those who fight the reactionary govermnment of Valenciaas ‘

This position ls just the same es the one held by the Ibtalian Boacinlist Parby
on the world war,™ Neit ler support not sababoge.™ This line is a little to the righ:
of the centrist Bnlabenoff lire and Zimmerwalds On the question of insurrection
870 our firiend Oehler made some very important statementse ;




THe sald.we do not skand for defeatian of the loyalist armys Then do you suppr.
the copitalist army? Or you sty inbetween? What is your conce:ption o the
rovolution anyway? Can the proletaist B succe ssful wibhout destroying all those

T8 ns thai? maikes the onpitalist stobe of which the army is the ossentlal factor?
¥o Jf‘ejrolutlonary phraseology,no historicsal pernllels will save you from a wrong
position that you are holdnge Objectively your line help to keep the war lkrs
=1 illusions and therefore you help tho capitalist aspinst the proletaiate
-f your orpanization justifics itself on the basis of the Permanent Revolution
“n fighting the redotion in Spein side by side with the demoeracy then you male
& class differontation between fascism amd democmoy and that means that if
tomorrew Nazl Germany attacks democrahic Fpamce or CechoSoleki then the duty
of the proletw iat is to figlh to save democrsey, That will bring us brck te 1914,

Comrades,we know thot all of your members of the RWL do not agrec with what
Oenlor and the Political Commibtee say on the Spanish situabions We do not believe
ite You may think that this is a matter that comcerns only the RWL but we belleve
that this fundamental question concerns the pro letariat in general amd that you
will not solve the problem through o internsl discussions Wren it comes a matber that
concerns the ¢ lass you must eme out snd fight openly Just as our Paction has
done a year gge’ when the opposition appeareds

_ We are writin: to you this letbter Tor tle reason that we telieve it is our
duty to say openly what we think § the political live of the R.W.L.,md hope the
~we together will be able to farm =n American section of the Internabional Fracti
of Communi ane '

Comradely p urs,

The New York Group of the Italian Sedt ion of the
Internetional Left Fraction of Gommunism




THE ULTRA LEFT POSITION OF THE IEFT FAGTION OF COMMUNISM

The open lztter of the Wew York group of the Left Faction of Communism,
(Bordiguist Group) to *he Revoluticnary Worlers League of the United States,on the
question of the Spanish CGivil Wer presents a position in the neme of Marxism,which
if followed would l=ad the proletariat to defeats It is the opposite position of the
Trotsky centristse Wherews, the position of, "political eriticism and material aid to
the Peoples Front." aids the Peoples Front in its struggle egainst the prolebariat
ard passants,the Left Factlon of Communism position of hrevolutionery defeatism"
for Spsin at present gives objective aid to the Fescists bourgeoise The Revolution-
ery Workerg Leagus of the United States rejects both the Trotsky centrist position
ard the berdigulst ultra-left positione

Bofora we desl with the gquestion regarding the confliet in Spain we desire to
take up some of the other points raised in the letter.
i=The very name of the group has nothing in common with Marxisme To call the
rour the Internstional Left Faction of Communism,elevating "Left Faction of Com~

e f

nism into s permansent tendency reveals ultramleftisme A communist must be e Marz~
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ist, In the Communist Party or group disputed questions finds the Marxists today a
Mot ~td M faction apzinst ultra-laft deviations,and tomorrow & "left" faction against
Cry % deviabions,snd the next day a "center™ faction when both deviations must
be st onces

letter shates,Our faction did ne® fske-anything from the Permanent
Revo fon znd enelyze criticelly the history of .bthe Labor movements" At this point
ve desire bo desl with only one espect of this sentence, The Revolutiomary Workers

Longus stands on the theory of the Permanent Revolution,the position which is ddent:
with Lenin's ypositions The left faction in rejecting this position rejects another
tusic tunet of Narxisme

3-The open letter stabes,"Immedistely after the Spanish Proletarist gave up the:
pon {Guoneral Strike) the only weapon to lead and destroy the capitali§t state,
Ehwy becowe victims of the cepibalist staie,” To present the general strike as the
denisive weapon for the overthrww of capitalism is to fall ipbo the swamp of all @
ralf beked syrdicalists. The general strike as a shep within the framework of the
road to power is correcs,but to elevate it Yo this primary position is %o insure
dafusts If the gersral strike is not carried over Iinmbo the -insurrection with all o
the trosdest polibticel implicstions flowing from this the struggle is sure to end
&8s sn &tortions

iuThe lather stsbes that Oshler tried to aveid taking a posibion on the questilon

of revelutiorary defestism, The comredes present ab this meetigg mgst have bheen S
sslesrs A considerzble part of Oehlers speech was davoted to the tn?oretmcai qusstion
of revelutionary defeatism end the slogan of march separste end strlye togeble r, .
The cther points raised by the letter are answersd by the PC documents thgt vnwF{vsenb
terss 411 ofthis meberial was precented at the Wew York meeﬁing‘tgp letter Spcéks
ofs The oiher ultra=left srrors of the "Left Faction of Commnism® can net be delt
with in this latiers

feile w1l now present the Political Committec position of the quesﬁigg ?ft»q
the open lebter,presenting our position cguinst the Trotskyites,the PQbm;ung G%u '
1 The P.0. position was adopted in August and merely represented & ESUMTAYY
of cur position since the July 1936 uprisinge

MARCH SKEPAKAT B AWD STRIKE TOGETHER

; : 5 ‘ MMer ch sapﬁrately and
I* The centrist Trotskyites have filled the correct slogan of ey =
Bty gO?ﬁthﬁr“ with tig following content in the Spanish Civil Wari UFor political .
erits. em snd material aid to the Peoples Fronb." '




el r;zd ©o the Puoples Front is a negation of the coneept of

e L0 mEran senarataly means the political and organizational
o onevendy aguinst the snemy,the fascists beurgeoisie,but also
semueretic bowrgecisies To march separately ard strike to_ ether means
rontosvrategy to fight ons enepy on two fronmtse To give material
forhe mwe wings of the capitalist enemy is to repudiate the two-lold
whrening seperately and strijing together end is capitulation to the

?;—-Ec;mr.s sr#ze that becsause there are no Soviets,there is no other recourse open
7w meterial eld to the Peoples Fronte But the same peoplas say that ip

wieng,material aid should not be given to the Peoples Front which

+ 23d To the Peoples Front if there are Sovists would be crmine. -

, S ®n never be builb., Material aid to the Peoples Front is th

e rravent the creation of Sovietsa

_ ;n:' “.:thriﬁge Bhis gar by the argument tlat material aid to the Peoples
Fromt § - ¢rcuid be under ragld working class control is cover up with words
the anpl-ulesion 4o the Pacples Front States There can be no such thing as rigid
or rny ovner kind of workers control of a bourgeois statos

<0 corfuse the slogan of Mworkers control of production " with " rigid worke.
c?rﬁ:rgl of retarial 2id to = bourgeois state " is to negate Marxist teaching and
Cin3C actlion spainst the capitalistse

Likewise,Zo argue that bicause there is no Marxian Party in Spain we must
‘3l &id to the centrist POUM,and at the same time to imply that if there
n Ferty, it woild ba eriminal to support the POUM is to carry out
n ©o the party what the Trotskyites present in relation to the
o Shebee Politieal "eriticism" of the POUM and its leadership and

tie POUNM 1s the best way to prevent the creation of a revolutionary

To onfuse metearisl sid to workers organizations in struggle,in action,with
mterial eid to the Peoples Fromb bourgeols STATE as the Trotskyites do,is to
viee Morxlsm on & Busie questions

4=z pive material aid only to the Revolutiomary Marxian organization,or that
greuy or foree fhat is working far the crestion of the Revolutionary Marxian Partye
Win & voriters rass crganizations,trade unions,;soviets,efeq,are in action against the
capisnlict we give them full material aid, To the latter condition the Marxists
gpz%y tha clogen, "pelitical criteism and meverial aid",and not to the Bourgeois
Tote, .

ot

Whet shall the revolutionists do if they can intervens in the sending of
materisl aid by reformists to the Peoples Fromt? Above all the revolutionists must
peint to the futility of such aid faor the worlers interests,endeavor to convince w
8rs under reformist and centrist ideology that material aid must be given only
%o the Merxists,only to revolutionists in ection sgainst the capitalistse

S5-But there ks mors to this question than mere propagandas Shall the revolutio.

“1f they ars strong enough, prevent the shipment of aid to the Peoples Fror;c Gom

ernmunt?This purt of the question is the tectical aspect ofthe former priacinia
questlions Let us recspitulete to thw aspectis of this gyestions The revolutiona b s
Al WD TiMko glves materisl aid to the Peoples Front Governmente The revolutionigh .
- 4T ALL TINES gives material aid only to the revolutionery Marxists and the worke:
orgenizations in action against capitalism to bulld the party,to build Scviets.
This is the principle aspect of the guestiond

But ifthe reformists and centrists,etcs,are sending material aid to the People
Front Government or to those whom the revolutionist are carrying on a policy of
marching separately and strike together,after political eritieism fails to direet
this aid to the revolutionists,what shall the Marxists do? :




To give metericl oid %o the Peoples Front is s negation of the conecept of
marehing separstelys To merch seperately means bhe political and organisatinonel
independ-nt eevnen not only apeinst the enemy,the fascists bourgeoisie,but also
against the 1“.! demoerntic bourgroisie, To march separately ard strike toether means
to apply a different svrategy to fight one énepty on two frombss To give material
aid to one of the two wings of the capitalist enemy is to repudiate the two=rold

strategy of marching seperately and strijing together and is capibulation to the
Pecrles Fronte

2~3ome argus that because there are no Soviebts,there is no other recourse open
but to give meterial aid to the Peoples Fronte But the same peoples say that if
thers were Zoviets,materianl atd should not he given to the Peoples Froni which
me rs. Trat to give aid to the Peoples Front if there are Soviets would be erminal -
On tr's lusis Scviets mn never be built, Material aid to the Peoples Front is the
. *& Lo rravent the creation of Soviets,

idge this garp by the argument that material aid to the Peoples
uld be under régid working class control is cover up with words

Se the Pecples Front States There can be no such thing as rigid
nd of workers control of a bourgeois statoee

To ronfuse the slogan of ™workers control of production " with " rigid worke..
sontrol of materisl 2id to bourgeois state ™ is to negate Marxist teaching and
c¢lass asetion sgainst the capitalists,

3~ Likewise,to argue that biceuse there is no Marxian Party in Spain we must
o glve material sid to the ecantrist POUM,and at the same time to imply that if there
L Were w Merxian Perty, it woild ba criminal to surport the POUM is to carry out

~ in the reletion %o the party what the Trotskyites present in relation to the

L queshion of the Shubec Politlesl Yeriticisn®™ of the POUM and its leadership and
~material nid to the POUM is the best way to prevent the creation of a revolutionary
 Marxisn orpenigetions _ ‘

To onfuse moterisl sid to workers organizations in struggle,in actiop,with
- meterial nid to the Peoples Front bourgeols STATE as the Trotskyites do,is to
vevise Marxiosm on & Husic gquastione

4o piva materinl aid only to the Revolutionary Marxian organization,or that

| group or forea that is werking for the creation of the Revolutionary Marxian Partye
- Wnx xoricrs rass organizetions,trade unions,soviets,eycq,are in action against the
coapitnlies we gpive them full materiel aide To the latter condition the Marxists -
~apply the clogen, "pelitical cribeism and material aidM,and not to the Bourgeois

i Stn't&r )

What shall the revolutionists do if they can intervens in the senc}.ing of
~materisl aid by reformists to the Peoples Fromb? Above all the 1-evolutlonlst§ mast
“Point to the futility of such aid foo the worlers inberests,endeavor to convinee w
ers under reformist and centrist ideology that maberial aid mus’t? be_glven only
%o the Merxiste,only to revolutionists in ection age inst the capitelists

5 S-Bat there ks more to this qusstion then mere propagandas Shall the revolutio.
(if they are strong enough,prevent the shipment of aid to the Peoples Frox}g (,o*r«
cernment?inlis purt of the questicn is the teetical aspect ofthe former prigciple
Qestion, Lub us recepitulate to thw aspects of this gyestions The revommf:fli:tf s
AT o Tiles gives materisl aid to the Paoples Front Goverrunmi;f. The revglu.;oj.'; g
AT ALL TIMXS glves matorial aid only to the revolutionery Narxists and the worke
organizations in action against capitalism to bulld the party,to build Scviets.
This is the prineiple aspect of the questions

- But ifthe reformists and centrists,eto.,are sending meterial aid to the People
ront Government or to those whom the revolutionist are carrying on & policy of
ching separately and strike together,sfter politicel criticism fails to direct

18 aid to the revolutionists,whst shall the Marxists dof




; Firstyendsavor to redirect this meterial aid to the revolutionistss For example,

. when the mebryo dual powsr of the Anti=-Fascisbts Committees existed in Catalonis
 material aid sent to the badly crippled Peoples Front Generality was confiscated

- by the workers aml their organizabtions,the same as the Bolshiviks and their Soviets
took over equipment for their needs from the Provisional Governmente Second,when
the workers organizations are not strong enough to tske over this materiel aid,
when the anti=fascists committees have been dissolved,the tactic of sabotage and stc
shipments depends upon. each given situation and juncture of the concealed or open
clvil war between the proleteriat and the bourgeoisies Prew nbing shipments or alle
ing shipments of aid from the reformis ts etes, to the Peoples Front forces will be
determined by the stages of preparation for ermed insurrection,andthe conidition of
struggle ageinst Fascisma :

BwThe slogen pf "march separstely and strike together™ is the proletariat strate
aimed to avoid support of either snemy( materisl aidto the Peoples Front Governmenty,
and to avid the ultra=left error (Revolutionary defeatism) This strategy makes it
possible to exploit the basic anbagonism between fascism ard the trade unions and
other workers crgenizations,which are under the control of the reformists,but which
must fight Pascism or be smashed the same as the Marxists and the proletarian reve
olutionistss '

To give material aid to the Peoples Front is to aidthe "democratic bourgeois
vs the proletariat;similerly not to see the antagonism between Fascism and the workers
and peasants and thelir organizations,andto call for revolutionary defeabism is to
play into the hands of the fascistse

The present situation in Spain is characterized by a civil war of classes and an
imperialist conflixt,with the imperialist wonflict having the upper hand,but the

and the Bordiguists and similar ultra=lefts revise Marxism,not only on the above
question,but above all on the question of the two-fold antefonism of cepitelism in
the decay sbage,and the disctinction between Fascism and Reformism (Spain* Socialist
Stalinists,Anarchis ts,POUM, eteswho support the Peoples Frouts)

REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM

1= The thesis of those who support the position'of revolutionary defeatism in Spaln
begin with the correct analysis that the July uprising of the Fascisbs brought to the
surface the fundamental struggle between Fascism and Communism,but this position
- procseds to conclude that the proletarisn revolubtionists have been decisively defeate
and only an imperialist war remainss The Bordiguist and o hers sbabed this before th-
Barceloma uprisings They called for their followers to leave the country,sta:ﬁir}g Tha
conditions were hoplesss The Barcelona uprising proved the fallacy of this position
o proved that although the imperialist conflict is the main surface phenomena,the civ:
o wer remainaed within Spanish Society as the decisive aspect of this two-fold antagon:
" The civil wer aspect of the two-fold antagonism was not only decisive from the
historical and potential point of view but also as a concrete condition of Spanish
soclal forceses :

Not even the defeat of the May uprising hes placed the prolebtariat and their o
in a position of decisive defezts A third insurrection is in the making within thic
- revelutionery pericds Its defest would end this revolutionary upsurge,but thiurs ar.
possibilities in spite of the negative factors to use the next upsurge as & susp b
dgal power ,by establishing all of the necessary prerequsites for a successful rev-
© olutione

2 The second important srror of the ultra-left thesls 1s tle ix‘_compl'ete lack
of the understanding of Fascism and Reformism in its peculiar Spanish formse

Since 21l forms of Spanish reformism will be smashed by the vietory 91? fcv.sm:.-sm,’ _
to sey nothing of the prolstariet ard peasontry,the masses under refo“:mﬁt d:m:q.m‘ajm.on :
must Dignt So bhe death against Fascisme this contradiction ”betwec:m isusc?:sm an? the
sses ugler reformism is not negated by the fact that the reformish leadew: £ud
genirations are the agents and instruments thet pave the way for raseismeand e
rveats of capltelism and imperialism to the same extent that the fascistg

antagonism between Communism and Capitalism decisives The Trotskyites and other centrists




- The c_rverwhelming majority of the proletariat are in the two trade unions
gianize}tlons ythe CNT and the UGT,and the peasant organizations are under the
minabtion of the Peoplss Fronte Their reformist leaders have tied them to the
glo=French imperialist blocs These forces mist be won over th the proletariat
volutione These forces caunot be won over to the proletariat revolution on the
.81ls of supporting the Peoples Fronte These forces can be won over by fighling
i _People§ Front suseing correct strategys But these forces cannot be won over
¢ the basis of the slogan of revolutionary defeatism,which means to place the
o warring groups on the same level and mike no distictions The two imperialists
‘oups are placed on the same level and BOTH must be foghts But different tactics
» fight these two groups must be applied beémise of the basic contradiction
vtween the AngloeFeench imperialists st the TOP and the workers and peasants and
1eir organizations under reformist control at the bottome ‘

B This ¢alls for the policy of Mfarch separtely and strike togethers" To
march separately and strike together™ g to FIGHT BOTH groups of capitalists,the
ame 88 the policy of revolutionary defeatism vainly hopes to doe

Because ghe two capitalist groups are not equal quantities,bscause within the
democratic” bourgeoisie there exists a basic eintradiction ¥n relation to Pascism,
he ultra~-left position plays into the hax s of the Fascists, just like the reformist
gd centrists position plays into the hands of the Peoples Front. :

. 4= The proletarian revolutionists work to win the masses to overthrow the
eoples Front Government as quickly as possible in order to loy the only basis
ossible to defest copitalism end fascism, But sueh does not mean nor imply the
logan of revolutionary defeatism,that is working for the defeab of the Peoples

rmy et the fronte On the contrary,the seizure of power by the soviets releases

undred-fold sooial force that will be used at the front against fascismp that

1 strengthen the front against fascism as the last arm of capitalist defenses

1s the peoples front thet sabotages the wer ogeinst faseism at the front and

N the rear,not the proletarian revolubioni stse

FIGHT THE OAPITALISTS ON TWO FRONTS

The Revolutionery Workers Lesgue of the United States calls for a fight
inst capitalism in Spain on two fronts,against the Fascists bourgeois and the
oples Front bourgeoise Since the Peoples Fromt has hegemony over the majority
> the workers through the reformists,and since the fascists will destroy all
rkers organizations,different tactics must be utilized in fighting these two
8 of capltalism,to utilize the contradiction between Fascism and reformisms -

At the front this calls for a fight only under the independent workers control:
are opposed to sending men to the Peoples Front army,to this fronts Those who
drafted,in one form or the other must fight to talke over the front,must fight
r their soliders committees,and to rebild the workers militiase But since more

3 involved than merely an imperiolist conflicy,than imperialists useing Spanards
die for imperinlists ends, since there is also a struggle bebween fascism ard
working class,the struggle for the front is part € the struggle to make

3sible the declsive defeat of fascisms

Those fighting under Franco must be won over where possible,his lines must
disrupted.His forces where possible must be won for revolutione Behind Francos
nes,where revolutionists are working this calls for fraternization slog=ns.the

1ls for the struggle to defeat Francos armys

To call for peace at the fronmb,as part of the strategy of revolutionary
eatiam between the Fascists forces and the workers trapped in the Peorles
through reformism 1s to ald fascism against the woarkers and peasmnis ovrgan-

onss Fuscism will smash these organizations if it takes power.  { 3w g R




To cleim that the policy of "

’ either wictory nor defeat™ is our policy is to
muddy the water. The Peoples Front

cannot decisive ly defeat Fascism even though reformism
mist fight fasbism to save its owm lifes Only the Dictatorship ofthe Proletariat can
decilsvely defeat fascisme This means that before the decisive battles ageinst fascism
can be won we mush overthrow the Peoples Front Government,th means the DEFEAT of

the Peoples Frout Government. The Spenish worlers tried twice,in July and in May

to overthrow the Peoples Front while fighting Fascism,while marching separtely and
striking together with the Peoples Fronmt slainst fascisme

* * 5% e 24 3 3K o ke o s ok e ke
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