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THE. WORKERS VOTE

P The 1936 Presidential election campaign in the United States

will again constitute a test of how revolutionistg should utilize
parliamentary activity. .Once more the elections find the reformists

performing their ususl role of treachery and betrayal. The Socialists
and the Stalinists have igsued, as one of their main slogans for the
election campaign, the building of a Farmer-Labor Party. The Stal-
inists andé their Lovestonelte supporters, and the Socialists and
@heir Trotskyite supporters, confront the working class with reform-
ist election programs.. These parties and groups are still sowing
parliamentary 1llusions and syndicalist prejudice among the masses.

On the other hand, only the Revolutionary Workers League is
presenting a eleoar-cut Leninist concept on how revolutionists should
utilize bourgeois parliamentarism. Unfortunately we are few in
numbers. This will prevent our organization from conducting a large-
seale campaign. Howcver, the hevolutlonary Workers League will pre-
sent a revolutionary posltion on how to participate in the elections;
a Marxian enalysis and criticism of the programs and issues before
the working class; and 1Us own program, and to the degree of its
crgenizaticnal resources will partieipate in the coming election,

In conjunction with the modest election campaign to be con-
ducted by the Revolutionary Workers League and the Young Workers
League, the tactic of the Workers Vote will be utilized. The alm
of the Workers Vote is to obtain the votes of all workers over 17
years of age for a revolutionary pregram representing the interests
of the working c¢lass. : ‘

The disfranchising of large sections of the exploited popula-
tion; the 48 different -election laws, together with the whole
structure of sham'democracy, brings to the fore the need of the
Workers Vote. '

_ The Workers Vote is cenvassed by Workers Vote solicltors,
{reprecsenting the R.W.L.) in .working class gatherings, house to house
canvassing; in between the nomination convention of the R.W.L. and
Election Day. The workers sign a Workers Vote list, casting their
vote for our program and candidates .. The same program and candi-~
dates will be listed on the official pallot (or write-in campaign
where we are not listed on the ballot) for which the workers regis-
ter their votes on Election Day. '

Those who vote on the Workers Vote and who are qualified to
vote on Election Day (according to the capitalist laws) will regis-
ter their vote on election day by a write-in or sticker campaign.

Due to our inability to obtain an official place on the ballot in
the 1926 electicns, the Workers Vote will constitute the major part
of our activity.

The fact that the Workers Vote is carried on outslde the
framework of the capitalistelections, mzkes it an important con-
necting link between the main work within the sphere of extra-
parliamentafy’activity and the auxiliary work of parliamentary
activity. While the election activity is under the control of the



ties, the Workers
loiters thalr state and their political par s ]
gﬁiw 1sbunéer the control of the workers and their peolitical organi
zations.

lemented by
" In this olltical sense the Workers Vote is supp
official partgcipatlon in olectlons, even though the organizational

aspects of tne Workera Vote is a preparation for the election cam-
palgn. -

rs T ham democracy of
- The Workers Vote proposes: to expose the s f
. the capitalists, to enable the youth to vote for their c%gss 2; alen
f“terests, to enaﬁle all workers to take a direct part in efcthg g
- for a revolutionary program, to instill the embryo phases o

the workers
. concept of the workers laws vs. the capitalist laws in
. ranks? The Workers Vote will help us to bring out in clear relief

the Leninist concept that it 1s impossible to transfer State Power

from the C?pltalists to the Worklng Class through parliamentary
- means, .
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LLEEELS ON THE _LABOR AND memma PLRTY

Reforms and reformism in developing Capitalism.

In its utare of develonwent, capltalisam was able to make comno-
mic and uclit¢cal coniceéssions %o une proletarist, but it actuslly
mad® them only where the proleteriat fousht for them. This militent
atrwgglu for rcfo”m&, and’ the reforms actrails Ly galned as the regult

of the struggle, were gvogr egive. The huurgegisie, however, mord
S0 mors guceceded in prost ntina thrse reforns pot as gainod tﬁrnugh
the stru:gle of tha workers, wot as either granted by the hourgeci-~
eie of Lt“ own vili, or as gainecd through thege leaders of the p?@~
letariat, vho had become the agfnts of 4‘m bourgeninie in the ros&s

of the morkers, i.e. the reformist leaders, Réformism, the przctice
and theory of ggnn&ng reforms .as an end in ituelf, not as prepargs
tion for the overiw n‘a, the cepltalist syelse as o whole, grow iM
the labor movoment on %o cocial pasis of ik per layers’of ohé
wovking-clasa, espucially in those countrieg whers the bourgesisie
factened on suver-profits from colonisl ®Buploitetion allowing it to
make considerablc corcessions to thellsbsy-aristocracy™, Thiy 3 cett-
ing onc section of the proletarict ageinst tng-other: international-
ly, the proletoriat of one country «apcinst all others (gspecially
tne colnnirls)' nation the workers of ome n?tlmﬂ&l;ﬁj. TACT,
rellgious er=zed esgainst ”ll t hofS"ﬂnr, chove all, skiiled agsinst-
unsikilled workers, reforaicm fu filled 1tz tAﬁa_of splitting the
vorking-class., The Mrinving of the upper leyors of the"workingwclans
Yecame the mecns of, 19?:ing the clazs as a whole from. the path. of
class struggle to th.t of class collaboration. ‘

Roforme and reformisn in decay Canitalism.

In its preqent period of decay, capitallsm eannot grant these
reforms, The economic bacis of reformism has béen Wiped out. . The
Unitpd States is no exceviion, This situatlon leaves the door open
Tor hollow political reforms without real zconomic content. In the
past, Buropean workers got not only economic veforms, but also their

political countcroart.

This goes not mean that cconomic r'aine cannot be. made hers anﬂ‘},

therc, even tho thec economic becis of reformism has been wiped out.:‘
Concecsicnv made today, hovever, are made fto the class marching to-
word power, thre@tanﬂnc the rule of capitalism. A small gzer lrloe ‘
today in order to behs 'i the aovement tennrrow, that is. the wula,y”,

: Reformism can 1lives and goow even w1+ﬁout gedming re,olms. In
the decay stage, whan the working clase is ready to seizs power, )
reformism as & poll ticsl movencnt is used by the capitalist class to
stem the tide, to dircet these struggles into safe chsrmels. Once
voven into the social structure, reformism dots not. fie the. moment .
its economic bazis ic de%trcyed. The polivicol mcvamemt OL reform-
ism and its 1dcology cen still rely on the cepitalist system of wbich
it is a part. But revormism tadey is reformism of tho dezay °ta;e.

In those countriec thst nsve gone through the expericnes of
this refnrmism of the degay stage(to be referred to hereatier’ morely
as relormism), vithovt a olass parcy of the proletariat co dirzct the
rcpulting disillusionment into IechuLionary channels, the petty-
bourzeolsle developes a ncw type of movemont, - fascmsm.



Reformism and oo oo

Both reformism and fascism are created by the petty bourg60151e

as instruments of struggle against the big bourgeoisie, within the
framework of capitalist society, that is,” for its reform. By means
of reformism, the petiy bourgeoisie tries to lead the proletariat
vehind it, to utilize it against the big capitalists; by means of
fascism, it tries to destroy it as an organized force, so that it
(the petty bourgeoisie) and not the proletariat will get the benefit
of the reforms which the fascist pstiy bourgeoisie hopes to force
the big capitalists to grant. Both reformism and fascism are move-
ments having as a goal the reform of capitalism. They necessarily
become instruments of the bourgeoisie used primarily against the
proletariat, and secondarily against the'petiyy bourgeoisie itself.
Sections of the big capitalists participate from the very outset in
the building of both reformist and fascist movements by the petyy
bourgeoisie, ‘ -

Reformism and fascism sre two stages in the attempt of the pety
bourgecisle to play an indcpendent rolec in the struggle between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Where the proletariat fails to
direct mass disillusionment with reformism into revolutionary chan-
nels, fascism is the answer of the petty bourgecisie. In other
words, where reformism on the cne hand or the revolutionary prole-
tariat on the other, have not yet been put to the test, there is no
broad base for f{ascism te grow upon. In the United States, there-
fore, the approaching encmy is reformiem, not fascism. Reformism
%s dangerous precisely because history shows it prepares the road to

ascism, - ‘
: Base of reformism in the decay stage.

Capitalism as a world system 1s in its decay stage. It can no
longer grant economic concessinng that could serve as a basis for
reformism, But this fact is not true to the same extent in all
capitalist countries. The strougest imperislist countries are able
to bribe important sections of the working class even under dewsy
‘capitalism by meens of econcmic concesgions. This is especially
true of the United Stetes, the stroagest capitalist country in the
worlkd. In spite of the marked leveling out process, the division
btetween the priveleged workers on the one hand and the mass of un-
-skilled workers and unemployed on the other will continue until the |
world hegemony of U.S. will be broken. There ic therefore, more of |
an economic basis for reformism in the U.S. than in other strong ]
links of the capitalist chain,-Englend, for example. The reletive |
economic condition of the American workers as a whole today compared
with their standards of yesterday is lower and continues on a #own- |
ward curve. As for the weaker links (Germany,Japan,ltaly) this ;
basis for reformism has been almost completely wiped out. ‘

Basis of reformism in the United Statesé needs of the bourgéois

Todny the bourgeoisie need more effective weapons to hold down
the proletariat than those it employed in the developing stage. As
the ecenomic basis of reformism is wiped out in BEurnpean countries,
the bourgeolsie is forcey more and morre to reolace (class-rollaho- i
ration by corruption) by fascism (2lass-collaboration by terror).
The situation is very different in the U.S. Here, reformism 2as
never developed beyond a limited embryoric extent. The bourgeoisie |
has granted economic concessions openly thru their labor lieuten- |

P



ants and not thru Ysocialistic! reformist leaders who se or
th@ masses as fighters against the bourgeolisie. éonsidggfngbggeyg
still grant certain ecenomic reforms, the American bourgcoisie can.
utilize the varlant of broadening the basis of class collaboration
by ¢orruptlon. ' ,

This road is especially necessar for the bourgeolsie the
proletariat becomes “Europegnized“ ?s%cially and ec%nomicalgg ﬁg-
strigted and politically active and class-conscious), and an ever-
srowing section of the workers enters the ranks of the permanently“
unemployed. But only 2 snction of the bourgeoisie is capable of
understanding this necessity and of taking the necessary measures
of overhauling 0.5, ca italism. The "New Dealers", struggling for
their own sec jonal interests as well as for their cicss as a whole,
must win the support of the working masses, both proietarien and
petty bourgeois against othdr sgetions of the bourgeoisie. This
twofold task (finding effeetive weapons against the proletarial and
at the same time agsinst the other seftions of the bourgeoisie
forces the "New Deal to broaden its base for class collaboration
with the proletariat, which carries with it the cocllaboration of!
the petty bourgecisie. o : ‘

It is therefore clear why sections of the New Deal bourgeoisle
support the movement for industrial class collaborationist unions
on the one hand, and the movement for a Farmer-Labor Party on the
other. This is not to say that the older methods of class collab-
oration are dropped. However, the craft type of class collabora-
tionist union, though utilized by the 01d Deal bourgeoisie, 1s ‘
forced to support the New Dealers, in order not to be swept eside
by the tide of industrial class collaboration unionism which that
gection of the bourgeoilsie support. On the politicel field,however,

the new tyge of politicians the class relations is bringing to the
surface, the Roosevelt and LaGuardia tyge of New Dealer are for the
time still strong enough to utilize, an at the seme time force into -

capitulation, the LaFollettes and Olsons, and with them, the whole
string of Third Party advocates: the Thomases, Browders, ehc. :
Sections of the New Dealers, nevertheless, are preparing the ground
for and even help build, a more radical and "independent! opposition,
with a more definitely anti~capitallst, "gocialisth tyre of dema- '
gogy: A Farmer-Labor Party. 1t is then that the smaller regional
capitalist interests, represented by the LaFollette, Olson, Huey
Long type, themselves threatened by ever-growing concentration of
capital, will play the decisive role In harnessing the opposition

of the worker and farmers. . :

Basis of reformism in the U.S5. - The petty bourgeolsie

As s result of the agrarian crisis, class reletions in the U.S.
can be characterized by a large radicalizing rural population of
petty proprietors, at & time when the proletariat has rnot yet cre-
ated its own class party. In such a situation, the petty pourgeoisle
always attempts to areate a broad "party of the peop.s". Their
purpose is to harness the surerior orgenized fighting,strength of
the proletariat to thedrp struggle against the DLE capitalists. The
objective situaticn “oday favers the creation of such a party.
Subjectively also the Turai and urban small owners are looking for
a "way out! through a tpzonles Poriy". The majority of Noszo pelbty
bourgeoisie, oricnted zg 4 result of their speecial situation to
follow a proletarian par iV if 1% existed, new, on the contrary
constitute one of the woat jmpowtent contingents for the furmaﬁigﬁ
of a petty bourgeels party. Osections of the urban middle class,



the small shop Xeepers pressed by the chain stores, pro-

?gggiggals driven by overcrowding of thelr field, small manufactur-
ers, traders, middle class students, ete., all give impetus to the
reformist movements. SR v . v

UThe lower middle class, the small menufacturer, the shop
keeper, the artisen, the farmer, all these fight agalnst the bour-
gecisié to savs from extincilon thsil evistence as fraftions of the
middle élass. thev are therefore npt revolutlionary, Nay mcre, they
ore Teactionary, for whey try to roll becs the wheel of history."
~~~~~ Communist Mapifesto.

Bssis of Reformism in the United States - in 'the proletarie’

The working class of the 0.S. has not yet created its class
party to guide and warn it sgainst the trap of reformism. It has

even gone thru the school of independent political action in
gg§ fcgm %hatsoever. Neither in the perlod,o? develeoping capital-
s nor since the decay stage has 1t experienced a period of social-
%g%;tinged-reformiSm, While the Furopean proletariat went through
“the mill of reformism, the.Amer;can‘workeys were.largely,isglated.
Today the American proletariat is undergolng a process of "Burcpean-
ization®, It is being drawm invo the world labor movement at ‘a
time when the worid proletariat is defeated, demoralized, leaderless.
The lessons the Americen workers are learning on this phase of the
struggle therefore ars negative: unity at all costs, between all
workers,. advanced and baciward; unity of workers w1tﬁ.tne petty
bourgeoisie,_and tdemocratic! sections of tne blg capitalists, The
great legsons of the pasy, including the October Revolution, were
Jargely lost on the workers of this country. Their first "lesson"
of the "Europeanization® process is - the People's Front. The
Soviet burocracy, anxious to £ind a mass base in this country to be
ysed as gressgre>fot an alliance between the U.3. and the USSR, has
thrown its Welﬁht pehind the creation of % broad class-collavoration-
ist VWreformisth movcemenc. The danger that the awalkening American
- proletariat will first trail behind the petty bourgeoisie, cannot
be overemphasised. ‘ '

Perspective of Reformism in the United States.

A reformist_party and movement in thisg country is not an econo-
mic or historical necessity. The more rapid tempo of American de-
velopment did not bottle up the developing working class. On this
basis the reformist movement was prevented from sinking roots in
American soil. The mest likely variant for the U.S. in the present
decay stage is a peried of reformism, short in duration, a carica-
tgre of the Buropean movement, yet just as deadly to the working
cLasSs8. . o i : ’

Whether the bourgecisie will be able to drive the awakening
proletariat into the channels of reformism depends on the internal
developments of American capitalism in relation to world capitalism
and its effects on the world class struggle and on the economy and
class relggiops;in this country. All of this in furn wilkd cé&ndlc
~tion the;rolé‘the*proletarian’vanguard.Will'be able to play. A
~ favorable situation in this country for the class and its party can
- rapldly transform ‘the period of refommism into a period of revolu-

tionary activity provided the revolutionary Marxist organization is
_nga; tC7thQ‘ta$k:'"Tﬁe Workers! snd Peasants! Party can only be a
‘basis, a cover, a springbord for the bourgeoisie."(Trotsky in 1928)

;‘ C v . . f



A Farmer-Labor Party is a reformist bourgeois party. It cannot
be an instrument of the proletariat, but is an instrument of the
bourgeoisie against the proletariat, and secondly an instrument of
the petty bourgeolsie, utilizing the.workers for thelr purposes
against the big bourgeoisie. The ailm of & Farmer-Labor Party can -
only be.the (i.e. support) of capitalism. -~ . . o

refor: % L R

Farmer~L€%or Party as a form of the;Peoples”Front.. =

t

The propaganda and actual organization of Farmer-Labor Parties
has become the main instrument of the Socialist Militaht and Stalin-
ist agents of the bourgeoisige-in the renks of the workers, with

which to gag the workers and: hand them over to the "liberal! New

Deal section of the bourgeoisie. The Farmer-Labor Party represents

in the D.S. the ceunterpart of the "Pecple's Front! in gther coun-

‘tries; with -this differencer .In Eurcpe, due to a higher state of

the class struggle, it is not a question of‘dumping,sqgllupﬂopaganda
roups like the SP.and the CP in the U.S. into a "Peoplefs Party®:
read Farmer-Labor Party). There it is a question of maintaining -

the existing refermist mass parsies (possibly fused into.afi’Organic

Unity" party) within a "front" of the petly bourgecisie and the Iib-
eral sectien of the big bourgeolsie. The Farmer-Lzbor Pariy means
a still more abject subordination of the proletariat-than achieved

by the People's Front. The Farmer-Labor Party is an attempt %0
stifle a backward, awakening, but.net yet tosted  or defeated prole-

- _tariat, while-the People's Front in Burope has the- task'of: control-
_ing an advanced but already defeated working-clasg., il o=vo ¢
.«.. Among the historiaal examples snd. experiences: of. the world pro-

1'etariat can be listed the Populist movement of the U.S. in the 19th

Century, The Non-Partisab League of the Northwest, the Kuomintang of
China.’ >These were all forrunners of which, the Farmer-Labor Party of

Mimmesota is the latest .example. It is false. to speak of the gains
gotten from the Farmer-Labor Party. Rather. how much greater would
the class gains have been if these energles had not been misdirect-
«d into petty bourgeois .charmels. There can be no doubt that Olson
in the strike of Local 574 in Minneapolis, .and his rele in general,
has atunted revolutionary development. o

One class reformist partiés.

In Europe, the awakening of the proletariat to independent po-
1itical action (separate from the petty bourgeoisie) took place in
the earlier, developing period of capitalism. The growth of reform-
ism largely nullified this achievement. The mass parties of the pro-
letariat (social-democratic or Labor) were not yet class parties-of
the proletariat. They did not represent the full interests of the
class as g whole. The separation of the revolutionists from the- re-
formists fachieved only in Russia in the developing pericd of capi-
talism) marked the. beginning of truly independent political action oi
the proletariat, i.e. complete separation from the ‘petty bourgeoisie.

Reformist parties serve the interests of the bourgeoisie. When

the bourgeoisie cah make concessions, this. fact. is hidden; but when
they can no longer make them, it becomes obwious. in, all i s hakedness
The role of the Sociel Depocracy in 1914 and ‘sincé the war has final-
1y established this fact beyond dispute. Experience. has confirmed
the Marxist analysis that any movement aiming at _ihe reforn.of. .cap~-
italism, must serve the capitalists. .In the earlier phasgs, the
Socizl-Democratic and Labor partieﬁ,;tdwthe“extenﬁgthqtéﬁhey carried
on olass struggle activity and spread socialist -ideqlogy ..played a
progressive role. . .They were a definite step on;the;gogdf£awérd3'in~
depcndence, ) ’



With}the establishment of definite proletarisn class parties ,

through complete separstion from the petty bourgeoisie, the pro- .
gressive role of reformist perties came to an end. If this is true
under developing cepltalism, it is a hundred times more so uncer
deceying capitalism. After the erperiences of the war, of the Oct-
ober Revolution, of the reformist parties in the post-war period --
to repeat now the stage alrezdy outdated at the beginning of this
century, would be criminal stupidity. What wag progressive vhen the
proletariat was still groping for the correct political forms to ex-
press and orgenize its asplrations, has become reactionary as soon

n

as these forms were found and tested in struggle.

Affiliation to a Labor Party would mean subjectively to most
workers in the U.S. a step forward to independent political actlon.
But to the class Interests of these vorkers it would be a step back-
ward, By building up a philosophy of gradualism, legality, parlia-
mentarism, the Labor Party prevents them from teking the next step
toverds independent political action. Objectively, therefore, the
creation of a Labor party would not be a preparation for the form-

ation of a revoluticnary clsss party, but the most effective way of
blocking it. It would be a trap to hold back the workers from the
road to revolution. It would not be, as some advocates of the Labor
Party argue, a school for the creation of 2 class party. The rbdlé
of the British Labor Party as & brake on the -development of the Eng-

1ish proletariat should be sufficient warning against building this
formidable obstacle to :the road to power.. To build 2 Labor Party
is not to "help & baby walk today in ordecr that it may run tomorrov..
T6 a class a party Is an instrument of “state:power. There is only
ONE road to power, and only ONE kind of party that.can lead to this
goal:  the rgvolutionary;MaTXian party. It is beyond the power of
the class to use the Stalinist and Socialist parties as instruments
of revolution, or to reform these parties, and it 1s equally as . '
fut%le to endeavor to transform the ‘Labor Party into. such-an instru-
ment, = - . S N T T - .

- "Revolirtionary" Labor or Farmer Labor Party.

There can be no such thing »s a REVOLUTIONARY Lebor Perty. All

such parties are reformist. The concept of a revolutionary Lator
Party denies the role of the Marxian Party. It i1s a substitute that
cannot fulfill the role assigned to it. "Only a2 revolutionary class
party can lead the struggle against WAR AND FASCISM. A Labor Party,
since it is reformist, can only pave the way to war and fascism,
just as the reformist Socizl~Democracy« did in 1914, in 1923 in

Italy and in-1933 in Germany.

‘Role ‘of Labor and Farmer Labor Party. N

, A Farmer-Labor Party openly cleims to defend the interests of
‘two.classes.  In reelity, this leads to the subordination of "the
workers interests to those of the petty bourgeoisie and thereby to
those of the big bourgeoisie. - A Lzbor Party, on the other hand,
claims to reprosent the intcrests of one class. It is reformist,
nevertheless, and expresses only the fears, protests, and aspirations
gf workers ¢losest to the petty-bourgeoisie,;and;subordinates the
interests of the pro;etariatstO'those'of the bourgeoisie.In the
flnaL‘analysis,_thgrefo?e, both the Labor Party and the Farmer-Labor
Party arc nationallst in outlook. Their foreign policy would be as



nationalict as that of the British Lezbor Party, supporting "its"
imnerialism in its oppression of the colonial peoplesg &nd its

war proparasicns. B , :

Taey aczomplish their purpose by difforent methods based on spacific
noticnal conditions. In Bngland, for example, ¥with a numerically
streng proletarist end a_wesk farm population, a Farmer-Labor party
coulc never taiie root. In the Unlted Scates, on tha contrary, vhere
the lesding industrizl stotes have at the same time the lewding
sgriculturel arcas, it 'is the tvo~cless party which finis ravorakle
soil. . Tanis is, of course, not true in all areas, T the Jndustrial
cities, class relatiocnships are more favorable for tue growth of.a .
Labor Party. The cheracter of the Naztional party, however, would L
be based on the country as a whole, vhere the two class'poiicies e
v:ould be decisive for the locel and state parties. Local and state
"Labor Partles" within the nationel Fermer-Labor Party would play
the role of drawing the more sdvsnced: sections of the workers into
the latter. e o . : :

Due to the fact thet there sre 48 different sets of eleqﬁiqn

laws, no matter vhat the name of the party will be nationally, in
cach state it will be compelled to employ different names in order

to gct on the ballot. Ve will find Labor, Fermer-Labhor, Socialist,
Communist, Progressive, Commonweelth, etCe, as nemes: employed in
the various states. Furthermore, it makes no difference i the

party is based on individual or collective membership. ‘Fhe party, . :
at bottom, will be a reformist organization. L e

1.

The movement for a Labor and Farmcr~Labor;Party.

The lezdership in the FLP movement today beltngs to Governor
.Olson, Senator Nye and other representatives of smaeller reglonal: ...
canitelism. The farmers, the city middle class, the-intellectuals,
the ‘trade-union leaders, the "Socialist" and” "Communist? leaders,
.all trsil behind them, in the order named, . each trying to "bring

prcossure on the force above them, but eech capitulating vheni they
capitulate., Olson czpitalates to Roosevelt;jso-ThomasECapitﬁlates
to Qlson, ané Browder to Thomas, that is to say, they all cepitulate
to Roosevclt in succession 1ike a house of cerds. It is obviocus =
thzt conditions are not yet ripc for the lsunching of 2 matlonal
Fermer-Labor Porty, sinec the New Dezl bourgcoisie is so indisputa-~
bly mester of the situztion. The FLP as a mass movencnt depends on
the development of the economic situstion in the 0.E. and through-
cut the world. There can be no doubt, hovever, that larger masses
of vorkers and petty bourgeoisie are turning tovards this nsolution”
of their problems. The SP Hilitznts ond the Stelinists conceive of
their parties precticelly as propegands groups for the FLP, in vhich
they hope to be more or less findependent® parts. Of the smaller
groups, the Trotskylte Socislist Party group, opposad in words to
the FLﬁ, in action works for it. At the &asﬁington Unemploycd Con-
ference, they actually voted for it. The Lovestonite CPO, on the
other hand, counterposes a Labor Party to a Fsrmer-LaboT ﬁarty, vhich
as shovn above, i1s a snare for the two class party.




The propaganﬁa for a Labor Perty is far more dangerous to the ’
future development of the proletariat than for a Farmer-Labor Party,
since it helps confuse advanced workers vho alreedy see the treach-
ery of.a two-class. party. lorkers ¥ho lesrn to reject a reformist

one-class party vwill not fall prey to the propaganda for a two-class
pariy. :

Our Road

The Revolutionary VWorkers Lezguc counterposes to the opportun-
ist non-revolutionary Labor Party and Farmer-Labor Party, the- line
of INDEPENDERT ACTION OF THE #ORKING CLASS THROUGH THE POLITICAL

AND OﬁGANIAATIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF THR BEVOLUTIONARY MARYIAN ORGANI-
ZALTION. ‘ ‘ '

The proletariat cen- achieve its ovmn - emancipation only by eman-

c Eating all the oppressed. It can overthrow capltalism.only in .
llience with all the oppressed, - But alliance 2ith other. oppressed
clnsses presupposes sepe rate organizaticn of thu proletariat.

Fractions: in Labor end Fcrmer—Laoor Parties.

%here members of the RWL as members of unions and other workers!
organizations affiliated to a Labor or Farmer-Labor Party_ asutomatic-
ally become members of these parties they must openly organize ad a
RUL fraction, vorking under imstructions from the Central Committee.

If the historical conditicns leuuing to Lenin's proposal for
the C.P.G.B.'s entry into the British Labor-Party could be repeated,
then, but only then the .same tactic could be considered.

"Revdiu%iépéry*ﬁorkers;Laagu@
28 East 14 Street .
¥eW.Ycrk CGity '



Joint statement of the Italiaﬁ Left Fraction of Communism and the
Revolutionary Workers League. ' '

The physical assaults which teook place at the headquarters éf ~

the League for a Revolutionary Workers Party Yesterday,May 29,both °
the initial assault by the Field minority group against Demby and -
Stanley and the retaliatory assault by the Demby group against mem- . -
bers of the Field group later in the evening,over differences be- -
tween them, and the disintegration of the entire group make it im-"""
possible to continue negetiations with the League for a Revolution-
ary Party looking toward fusion with it. '

The use of physical violence to settle differences in the la-
bor movement is a deeply reactionary practice which must be burned
out of the labor movement and all those who resort to it,except in
self-defence,or against fascist ans police hoodlums, must be ex-
posed._ The history and traditions of the labor movement are cate-
gerical in their condemnatica of such a practice. Our own exper-
ience at the hands of the Stalinists and the use of gangster tac-
tics by the Cannon-Shachimsn group in Philadelphia, in %ne summer
of 1935 aggainst its opponents have taught us a lesson too dearly
bought to be forgotten.

To tolerate such practices or to condone them would be to
lower ourselves to the level of the Stalinists and Cannon and Co.

It weuld be unworthy of revolutionists.

The statement of Demby and his associates leaves unanswered
the cardinel question of the political dirferences between his
group and the group around Fisid, For his part Field also fails
to present a political analysis of the differences. These physi-
cal nssaults are therefore conclusive evidence of the decomposition
of the entire group. We can draw the only conclusion possible
under the circumstances: that the line of the LRWP, before its
formal change during the course cf the negotiatlions between it and
the Ttalien Left Fraction of Communism and the Revolutionary Workers
League, the New Zimmerwald line, or the London~Amsterdsm Buro line
as 1t may be called, was unable to consolidate the membership on a
clear principled basis to withstend the impact on it of the demoral-
-ization in the world labor movement and the shock of -the internal
struggle which broke out, with the result that at the first serious

conflict it flew apart. The violence which accompaniéd;this con~
" flict testifies to the fact that the differences were. degp seated,

were unable to find a democratically centrolled outlét'terUgthis~

cussion and political struggle, but were beaurocratically suppressd

The failure to define political differences and to indicate
the Toad ahead leaves the question formally open as between the op-
portunist point of crystalization in the labor movement, the Social-
ist Party, or the revolutionary point of crystalization, the genuine
movement for the Fourth International. But the failure to make a
definite declaration does not favor the adoption of the revolution-
ary point eof crystalization. Quite the revorse.

Particularly is this true of the comrades around Demby who con-
demn the line of Field as bankrupt but counterpose no line of their
own. In the period of the rapid disintegration of the revolutionary
movement on a world scale, only the firmest, clearest and boldest
people will be able to withstand the impact of the right drift and




1ts impact on the Morxists. A1l the comrades who have nod dis-

graced themselves DY the resort to violence can serve the revolu-
tionary movement now only by an immediate political declaration
for the revolutionary road to the Fourth International.

‘The ILFC and the RVL will continue the negotiations on the
same basis as that on which they bave Dbeen conducted up to this
point. At the request of the comrades of the ILFC, made by them
on May 18th, the negotiations have been suspended for two months
to permit the comrades to conclude a discussion in their ranks in
the U.8. and internationally over the class character of the Soviet
Union,

INTRODUCTION

The French Turn {rosses the Frontier.

Like the article on Organic Unity, which has been published as a
supplement to the Pourth International, the French Turn Crosses the
Frontier, was written in the symaer of 1935 for publication in the
internal bulletin of the Workers Party. The Cannon-Shachtman-Muste
leadership suppressed it. It is published now because it is & pro-
grammatic document which gives a part of the fundemental position
gf the Revolutionary Workers League. Moreover, much of the mater-
ial in it has never been published anywhere and 1s totally .unknovn.

The new orientation has not stood still since this article»was

written. On the contrary it has 1ed the Trotskyists on 2 world
scale into capitulation after capitulation to centrism and reform-
1sm. “Fron time to time we have published,reports of this degener-
atlon. And we will continue to do so. After this article has been
published in full we can set about bringing the record of capitula-
and degeneration up to date in a comprehensive survey. ~



INTRODUCTION

The appearance of this artiecle has been delayed several
times. News of some important development in tho movemecnt for the
Fourth Internsationel, which arrived just as we were about to
write finis, made it mnecessary to withhold publicetion, Inasmuch
as these developmoents had a diroct bearing on the question of the
new orientotion and almost all of them, in greator or less de-
gree, fell within tho scopoe of this 81%1010, thoro was no choice,
thorefore, despitc an understondabdle irksomeness, to withhold
publication in order to include the now matorial.

We wore motivated in this délsy, moreover, by another
congidoration: 411 of this material, and more which is available,
irrespective of the posltlon vhich 1t supports, must be madle
available to the ontire Party membership, snd mnqh of it should
he made public to the working class. The policy of the Cennon-
Shachtman faction, which controls the Party press and a goodly
nunber of the sources of informaticn by virtue of their former
official positions in the CIA and their prosent posts as edi-
tors (Connon is editor of the NEY MILITANT, Shechtman and Wost
cditors of thoe NEW INTERNATIONAL; Cannon 13 also the editor of
the INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION INTERNAL BULLETIN), bas boen to
present only materisl which supports the naw orlent&tlcn of the
International Comrmunisat Loaguc. Inasmuch as the bulk of the ma-
terial toIls heavily ageinst the orientation, Cannon, Shachtmen
and thoir faction hove not only no interost in prosanting it to
the Party and the class, but in supproessing it. In pursuing this
policy they aro loyal to their international faction. But they
do the rnovament a great injury; thoy are warping the inter-
nationalism of our Porty an& arrestlng the developmont of the
nembership,

We are intermotionslists. Ve want the Party to be 1nter~
nationnlist. The first conditiom of internetionalism, as Trotsky
hes so often romaorked, is timoly, dccumented information. He who
1ifts ovon a fingor ﬁa interfere with this vital procoss comits
2 crime against the movoenment. Against the cordon.sanitaire of '
Cannon-Shachtman we declare wor. What is suppressed nust reach
the Party membérship. It is our highest duty to inform the Party
systematicallya

Wo ean do it now. Information resnches us. e wlll trans~
nit it to tho Party mombership ~ in detail. When the Party acts
to smash the factionsl noncpoly of Canncn-Shachtmon and estab-
lish the nomel flow of intormational moterisl, what services we
can contritute to intermationelism smd the press of the Party
will, of course, flow through the ordinary channels of the Partye.
Until thed we are forcod to have recoursc to thesc exﬁrqordlnary
oansS »

Infomation continues to srrive. The capitulator, Fersen,
was rofused admission to the Socialist Party in Spsin. Fusion was
achievod in Moxico. But o halt rmusgt bo collod spmowhere. Whot
gannot bo included in this articla will bo publighod subsequont-

Ve

: o, S‘t&mm R
Septombor 6, 1935, _ . For Eha Lnft WVing.



THE "FRENCH TURN" CROSSES THE
__FRONTIER ‘ ) ‘

THY INTERNATIONAL EFFECTS OF THE LIQUIDATION OF THE
FRENCE COMMUNIST LEBAGUE INTO THE SFIO - THE NEJ
: , , __CRIENTATION .

Then it was proposed, in the sumer of 1934, to liquidate
the Fronch Cormunist Ieague into the Socialist Party of France
(SF10), & mumber of us said immediately that it was the firsk
stop in a chain of idontical stops that would follow in other
couatries; and thet, conscquéntly, tho "Fronch tum" was not and
could not be, as wes claimed, a tactical quoestion for Franto a-
lone, tut the boginning of & new 4dnternstional orientation,
anti~larxist in tendency, which involved the liquidation of the
independence of the only existing world revoluticmary force -
the Intemnational Corzmunist League, We based our onalysis on
the character of the move itself, the motivations givon for it
end the arsumonts advanced to support it. In another article, we
will tako up those aspects of the question. In this one wo con=~
tinue the onolysis of the results of the "turn' bogun in the ar-
%iclo "1087 Vetos,. What Je Geve, What Ve Got". In that article
we studied the results in the French labor novenent; in this one
we will study the. results in the intormational labor movenents
But this.is so larse a subject that we arc forced to leave soma
of these results for separate articles; chiefly tho effects in
the United Statcs on tho Workers Party. a ‘

© mhe first striking result is the fact that our conten-
tion, unfortunately, has been proved; the "turn™y .which’'was ad~
vanced as a tactical; exceptionsl experiment for France, has
been applied now to five sections and-a number. of groups:.
. Prenco, Inglend, Belgium, Italy and Switzerland. According to
“he minubes of the Internafional Sscretariat of the ICL.of June
10th, the Polish section is considering thoe question of entry
into the Polish Socialist Perty end the Polishk Bund. In Aus-
tria and Czocho-Slovakia thore were mno regularly constituted
sections - only small groups, Entry into the Sccond Intor-
nationa 1 has boen indiceted to thom. Attompts have beon made to
apply the oriemtation in a variecty of foims in Spain, Mexico,
Cuba, Chile and the United Statos, What began as z matiomnl,
excoptional, experimental tactic for France, has been oxtonded .
over a wide srea and to many countrics, - ‘ . .

~Crux Introduces The New Orientation

. T.et us see how this cams about. The first ettompt to ex-
tend thoe "turn" was made by Trotsky, using the. pseudonym Crux,
in o lotter sont by him to "The Intornstional Scerctariat 2nd
the Isadership of tho Belgisn section", dated Novembor 1lst,
1934, Copioes wore sent to the various soctions of the ICL. The
leasdorship of the Communist Leegue of Americs mimeogrephed it

~and distributed.copioes to the momborship orn the eve of tho '
Leagus's convention at the end of November. This letter should
be mnde available to the members of otr Party so that every
Party momber can gtudy it forihimself. - '



FRENCH TURN CROSSES THE FRONTIER ~2-

In that lotter Crux first oxtended the "Fronch turn" in
rgtrosl)oct!.ln spoaking of tho defoat of the Austrian proleta~
riat he said: "Tho most formidable of crisos camo and passed cn-
tively over the heads of thoso grouplets" (Loft Opposition group-
ings) ™despite tho fact that there had alweys béen broad sympa-
thics for our ideas in Viemnna, It is a very sad, but nevertho-
less invaluablo losson. It must be said now openly: Zvor sincao
tl}o boginning of the crisis in the Aust rien party" (the Socin~
list Party) Wit was & suprome duty of our friends to entor the
Austro-Marxist Party, to preparc within it the revolutionaory
curremt™s - o :

_ - In the next peregraph, Crux arguos ‘that .tho as yet
brigf oxperiocnco of our French scction zlroady onables us to ad-
“duce & positive confimation of the negative.lessons of tho Aus-
trien experionce". What is good for France.would have been good
“Pér Austrial The coriclusion for Austria is ineScapable: to entor
tho Socizlist Portys Thon it i not o national tactical question

for France; it is an intornntional questioms = ‘

In tho following paragraph the "Fronch tury' is aextonded
to Spainli "I have not o8 yot recsived any 4 occuments on the ro-
cent evomts in Spain" (the Getobér insurrection) "gonorally, and

- on the role ployed by our.8éction. But the gencral line of do~
volopment suffices to drew tho conelusion that our Spanish com-
“rades should have joinod tho Socialist Party thoro at tho vory
outset of the intornal difforentiation which bogan to propore
that party for the armed struggle~ - - ~". Still in' rotrospectl
Moroover, and this is the decisive point ~ - - = for -Spain too,
the conclusion isg unmistakable: ontry into the Socialist Party.

. But tho noxt paragraph extonds the'Mturn" to Bolgium in -
the prosent, "One of our Bélgian comrades, who plays quito a
part in the youbth movement, has sont mo sxo documonts which do-
Scribe the rolationship oxisting omong Jeimes Gardes Socialis-
tos" (tho Bolgian oquivalent of the YESL), "the Stalinists and
ourselvos, And also, a little of the intemmal 1lifo of the JGS.
The conclus ion that I have drawn from thoso documonts is that
our young comrades should immodiagbely join tho JGS.T (Baphasis
in tho originegl). And furtBer: "L hove bocome definitely con-
vineed of the nocessity of entering thors, over sindo I heard
that the JGS, with whon our conrades are ‘tricontget, insisted
that wo corio in and join them in their organizationd"

_* * 'Here it is & quostion of thoe youth, not df the adult secc~
tion, the.Belgian Communist League. The qestion of tho organi-
zational independonce of the youth soction of the Yarxist van-
guard does not rost.on tho Ssme plane as tho indepondonco of the
vénguard; the part is not equal to tho whole. But Crux does not
mel:c o distinctione In a lotter written by Crux %o the Inter-
notiongl Sceretariat in Fobruatry of this- year, he romarks, in
polomicsning ageinst Voroockon, opponont of the mew oriontation

" amné. Tornor morbor of the IS: "Vercecken's trouble is that he
woh s complately the quostion of the Belglan youth and the
iem of tho Froneh entry and the exporionce of the French
Loapun’s First Frenco, tha austris and Spain and tho Belgion
yordp, With Crux thesc are stops in sn intornationnl oriento-
%i01. ¥ut from tho youth soetion to the adult it is only o step
in thic procussSe and 80-it has cono $0 pasSse




FRENCH TURN CROSSES THE FRONTIER B~ ’

1n the pessages on Austria and 3pain Crux speaks of "our
new orisntation” in comnection with the entry into the Secon
International. It is obviously impossible to use tho words
"prench turn” to doseribe this international orientation. An-
other mame - needod, Crux himself supplics it - tho new orien~
tation, and thereby gives testimony in “behalf of our contentlon
" fhat from the first the sp-calicd "French tum" was in roslity
only tho first step in an intornationdl’ oricentatione.

Crux Sows Confusion .

. - Tho uge of the words "now orientation" to denote the po-
licy of lioumideting tho sections ¢f the ICL into the Sccond ,
Intornational, by Crux, has confused meny’ comradcsSs Bofore {rux
wsed them in this comngotion tho "how 0 rioritation" meont and Was
tndorstood to moan the now eriontation. of the International Com-
munigst League - &dopﬁeﬁ]aftorﬁi‘bler;‘s,vivi‘ctbry. in Germony - for
tho Fourth Intormational and -infependsrt parties outside of the

‘Second snd Third Internationals, 28 distinet from its old orien~

tation for tho rofoxm end regonsration of the Third Ixter-
nationsl through its activity 05 Trotions of the porties of the
Third Intornationsl. - - . .
-The ligquidation of the Freneh - Communist League into the -
Second International was, accoriing to.its proponents and de-
fenders, & tactical meany of realizing this orienmtetion in
France. The extension of pnis liquidationist prpcess. to other
countries procesds, sceording to its defenders, on the same .
goneral promise, It is therefore, asccording to them, no more
than a quostion oI the organizationsl road to. the Fourth Inter-
nationnl, However, tho exiry into the '-_Sozconrl'}:ntamational is .
more then’a mere organizational guestion. I% involves, as we
shsll see, peolitical and . theorstical considerations advanced by
orux and othors, which contradict somo fundamentals of M&rxXisme.
It is therefore & now political line. But Crux initiasted and
developed this now political:lina undsr cover of & now, tacti-
_cal, orgenizotional lines Tae use of the words "ew orienta~
tien", to describe both the political (for tho Fourth Inter-
nntional) and orgsnizatiocnal lines:, facilitatod the jntroduc-
ticn of, the new political lino without ¢clearly and gpenly stat-
ing it for what it is. 30 that, strange as it may scem, there
are some, even at this late dste, who obstinately deny the
existence of o new jptermstionnl orvientatiom. o
"At any rate, it isd convonient term which mccurately

applios to the policy of the ICL in extending the "French
turn” on an intornational scale. .And that is how we use it and
what wo mean whon we speak of the new . orientation of the ICL.

© We have spont so much timé on this point because it is
necossary. to establish the fnet that it was the losdership of
the ICL itsolf which took tho jnitiative soon after the French
Communis t League wos riguidated, in applying the same *tactic™
to othor comntries, A number of comrades, who defoended tho
ontry in France, did so in tho ginesrc bolief that it was an
exporimental tactic in Fronco end would net bo repeated in
other countrics. Thoy wore docoivod, Some comrades think that
thore was and is no inbention on the part of the ICL leadoer-
ship to extond tho "pranch tirm™ intc a new orientation. Like -
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comrade Weber, they argue that thosc who apply the "turn" out~
side of Pronce do it on theirs owm rosponsibility bocausc they
3n net understand tie "French turn" and that, consequenily (1),
it 1s not an inbermstional orientaticn. That is false, The ICL
loacCership itself Mws taken the initiative and thosc who are
appiying the srientation ore given clearly to undorstand that
1% 48 tha line of tho ICL. .

nte ICTL leadsrsiip may be opposed to 118 extension in
+thig or that country, or to'the form of its application ox the
manmer in which it was done, a8 in Belgium. But that does nodb
vrove Weber's point. On the sontrarsy it proves the opposite,

7t is {true that a corrcct line may be epplied incor-
rectly. But tuet i¥ not what is involved here any more than it
was involved when 3%alin ihundered ugainst dizzinass from suc-
coss. The Russian Opvositicn argued then thet it was not at all
& guostion of overdwiug o good thing dut the. logical devolop~
mont of o linz *hrough its application in praectice, The
"Wyonch Surn" ie boirg applied in practice intemsationally.
That ig o fecte Bubt there is auothér aspoct o our problenis The
"Rpronch trrmers', of whom we spotk, do not argno that the ap~
plication of the "Fronch turn” t6 othor countries doos not i
prove taat tae lins is laecrroct, but tant thero is no intor-
nationsl line! As'wo have shown, on Gho basis of the ICL -
Teodorship iteeif, this 1o falso. To orgus s these comades
d0 serves & bad puryosc, It enables the IGL loalorship to
avoil rosponsibility for the dizastrous resulds of tho now
oriontation which it initiated snd dovelopels It Serves o bad
purpose Ho intredvcs into our movesent tho distinetly Stalin=
ist idea: that the line is corrset, bub its application poore

In our strugglo against the Stalin-Bukhorin theory cf
the possibility of huildl iug sociuliam in oue country, and in
Russia at tbat, wo strove fo demonstrote (1) 1%s falsoness on
thooretical grommds; (2) its ruinous ccunsSoquoncos in Russis;
ond (3) its tronchorous and fatol confequancos ou the inter-
national working claos and the irtermotionnl working clasSs
movoment . &1l wore vitsl, we saié, but the third was dccisive
for the USSR end tho world mevement, The fingl accounting has
not boon rondered, but with the help of events, nll of them,
wnfortunatoly, disastrous for tne working class, the Bolshovik~
Leninists proved their cosc agninst Staliniem and the Third
Intarnational, o

How we nre engaged in the attempb to build the Fourth
Internationsl to carry to victory and completion the great
work begun by the Russiah Bolshoviks in the revolutiom cf 1917
ond the oroation of the Third Inbternational. Already, when we
tave practically just set about this gigantic labor, & digin-
tegrating and liquidatory tendency haS gppeared in the move-
ment Tor the Fourth Internabional in the shape of the "French
turn" and its development on an intemational Scale, 4nd, al-
though we weuld prefer s happler form of proof, ilike Hthe for-
mor Loit Opposition, wo are foreed 1o demonstrate through its
almost exelusivoly negetive foatures, the fact thet this new
orisnbotion exists and thet its consoquencos are ruinous for
ouz -nevemonbs
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To thoso vho obstinately close their oyos to tho intor-
nationnl character of tho oriontation and consequently to its
gignificanceo, we 8&Y: the Marxzist methodology you uUsc in ths
struggle ageinst Stalinism you mast apply to this problem; you
nust proceed from Marxist premises, that 1s to say, premises of
internationalism. You cannob 1imit your evaluation of the entry
in France to the results in the Trench lsbor movement. Bven 1f
you think you can discorn therc corbain stccessos you cannot
oxcludo from your halance shoot tho prico you paid for those
mauccossos™ on tho seale of tho interational movement. You
can strike a ronl balancc.only whon you consider the thing in
its totality. The indubitable advances of Seviet industry ond
fachniquo in the years of Stalin's roigi erc only o part of the
bolounes sheet of that reign. %o bo suro, these have been
nohiovad on the backe of tho workors. But tho degeneration of
the CI, the dcfoats of tho class thoe world over - these oxe
the hoavy prico paid on ¥ho pasis of the Stalinist policye.
A Marxist must apply intomsationalist criteria to the
quostion of tho "French turn" too. THo pled +that the entry "in
itsoelf"™, in Franco, was corroct ond is poying dividends, and
thot others who do0. not understand it are applying 1%t incorrect-
ly elsewhers is the spocilous roasoning of poople Who want to
wich away unploasant facts. Wo have shown that this is not -
trues Put evon if thexo wore Some tyutn in this ides it would
not obviate tho nocessity of oxamining tho "turn" in its
intornational aspects and including thoso rosults in o balance
shact, For tnese are not confined to the ICL.
: Let us congider first the rosulte of the now orienta-
tion om tho labor movement oubsidae of the ICL itself, Just &8
the "Pronch furn” disorionts tho t ondoncies moving to the left
in tee Fropch labor movement, 80 tho new orientation dis-
orients contrist currents on an inteornationsd-swcale, Let us
congider two cnses in point. ‘ .
To bae con't.

R

Browder, the reformist, speaks On Armed Insurrection.
"T,et me briefly repudiate some of the most serious charges made
against us., Some say we ngdvocate violence", that we are gon-
spirators and terrorists, that we are -against democracy. That is
not true. It is far -from-correct as 1 those charges were made
against Washington and Lincoln.. We kmnow too well how the toilers
guffer from reactionary‘violence.'When, however, we say that ve are
not pacifists, not  non-resisters, we are in the best traditions of
Apericenism. Since when have Americans been pacifists? We support
and fight for democratic rights of fhe masses, Wwe would subscribe

to such a declaration against violence which would not be a paci~
fist repudiation of America's birth as an independent nation or of

he great Lincoln." . . ‘
the grea : May %0 Speech, Morrison Hotel-Chicago.



THE SOCIALIST PARTY MOVES TO THE RIGHT.

The Socialist Party as a caricature of the European Socialist
Parties, has just.concluded its nineteenth convention in Cleve-
land with 200 delegates present, representing approximately 14,500
nemhers. he developments in the Socialist party of the U. S.have
treiied behind the developuents in Burope. As the outcome of tne
seizure of power by Hitler and his hordes, several important So-
cialist parties in Europe moved to the left. Following this the
Socialist Party of the U.S. adopted the Detroit Declaration of
Prinziples in 1934 .and thereby gave new hope to Cannon and Shacht-
man, who stated at the Plenum of June,1835 of the Workers Party
that it was theoretically possible to reform the Socialist Party.
This was merely the continunation of the line laid down by Tretsk
in the New Orientation of the International Communist League.lson
Troteky presented a new evaluatien of the Socialist Parties, while
our t:iudsacy stated that this development to the left in the So-
cialish parties was a cenjunctural one, and in no way fundament-
ally eltered the.position and role of Soclal Democracy. '

Since then important Socialist Parties of Europe have followed the
footsteps of the Socialist Parties in the smaller countries and
hane moved to the right. In Belgium, France and .Spain they have.
beceme the main force in these bourgecis democratic countries -to
save capitalism from communism and fascism. In reality they are
K&Ving the way for Fascism, &s they dic¢ in Germany and Austria.
gain on the heels of this develepment in Europe the Socialist
Party convention in Cleveland moved far to the right. ‘

0ld Guard on the Offensive.

In comparing the 1936 struggle to the 1919 struggle, the outstand- ™
ing political factor, which the majority has ignored in the fight -
between the 0ld Guard and the Militants, .is the #1little differencel
that in 1919 the left wing tcok the offensive:- . it. fought on pro- - :
gran and principles. In 1936 the 0ld Guard took the offensive and, .
fcught on program and principles, while the Militants retreated

and capitulated on program. and moved -far.to the right.

- "We Want Our Right Wi'.n.g‘.’;

The Militant-01ld Guard dispute resulted-in the New York sectien of ..
the 01d Guard balting the party and laying:the.basis for-a new e
Social Democratic Federation. However, the belly-crawling and shameé-:
ful action of the Militants and the silence of-the. so-called: o
UMarxists" in the party have laid. the basis' for.unity to.bs restor- -
ed aven further to the right of the Cleveland positioni Thomas:: 2"
anzwered the 0ld Guard threat of split by stating at the convention
that, "We want our right wing". "We. want:the.right wing ‘in the -
party." UWe are for an all inclusive party.! "I don't want to see
them go." Zam goes this .one better, when in- thé Feéb. 8,80cialist
Call, he says, "If real unity is ever to.be achieved, it can caly

be on the basis of the mutual toleration of majority and minority."

-




Marxists understand that the ABC of unity depends upon programmatic
a » . ttpytual toleration! - this concept will never
agiggganéEzgdugg%y"Tuthat is, revolutionary gnity. The different
grpupsfof‘Trotskyites who have liquidated thg;r o?ganlzatlpns and

.. - capitulated to the Socialist Party, also believe 1n Tmutual tolera-
. tion®.  In the:whole period in which they have officially been

. members '6f the-Socialist Party, not to speak of the faction they
were infiltrating inté,the‘party;loni_before-@helr entry, not a
single ONE of them has-raised h;svyo-certo_dnlye,the‘3001a1-patr1_
ots out of the party. Some .of thé social-patriots are in the .ranks
of the MILITANTS. Only the members: of the. Socialist Party who were

collaboraging with the Revolutionary Workers League raised this de-
mand. For this action comrade Abe Krueger was expelled from the
Militant caucus immediately after the Philadelphia meeting of the
N: B. C. : o a :

' ~ ‘The Militant Draft Program ,
The most important factor of the convention, although not the most
exciting was the position adopted on programmatic and tactical
questions. The Detroit Declaration had been the subject of a heated
discuseion in the party. In November, 1935, the Militants issued

.. a Draft Program for the-Sobialist Party,-to the left of the Detroit

..ing élassy. indeed,

Declaration, which is not saying much for it, considering its weak
. points. Besides a series of omissions’ on important issues of the
- .day, the :Draft. Program has impoptant errors of commission.

 The“program advocates.a Farmer-Labor Party, has a class collabora-
tion trade union line; advocates the reform of the - Second Inter-
‘national; acdvocates Organicvﬂnity;?presents”a-centrist position on
War; reveals an inability to understand the question of Soviets;

. and, above all, has a revisionist position on ‘the basic Question
of the read:to power. On this question the draft says,"The work-
should: prefer tg come into power peacefully,

.. and demeératically;. bt that :is an alternative which at the best

::is»unli331y.%y.En;AmeriCa; SUchyaImajority-(parliamentary'majority

~t- _H30,) i's ‘A possible development in the -event: that a mass Labor

‘Papty is formed.and .has a -rapid growth. . These; possibilities must
betutilized to the fullest degneewﬁecauSe;quﬁﬁé‘obviousfadvantages
of the legal right to control .thé governmental apparatus. This
legal right will mean nothing, however, if the workers do not ex-

. .ercise their formal power, and build up, . long before they take

, office5-their'extra—parliamentary machinery of defense against the

. inevitable .counter-revolution.! - This means the workers will take

. POWER PEACEFULLY through the ballot and the present system of

parliament,.-and thé armed clasb will ¢ome afterwards when counter-
revolution will try to drive the workers out. This is the classic-

formila of revisionism.

The programmatic offensive of the right wingers, particularly its
0ld Guard section, were so powerful that the Miiigants did not even
“present their Draft Program to the convention for consideration.
They had already passed far to thé_right;of'this draft. In this
way the Militants and "Marxists'" hoped to avoid the discussion of
programmatic and tactical questions. But -under the pressure of
the Right Wing the convention was forced.to deal with these ques-
ticns. The issues were buried by the leaders wherever possible,’



but the pressure of the 01d Guard and the sphinx-like silence of

the Teotskyites, Lovestoneites and Stalinists, to say nothing of

- the other "Marxists", threw the issues openly on the table. There
the pounding of the right and  the "living death" of the ieft ,adter

much juggling, sleight-of-hand asnd pussy-footing, enabled the

A rights to score one gain after the other on programmatic questions.

The Socialist Call announces that the convention-"accepted a
CLARIFIED draft of the Declaration of Principles." Marxists have
~argued that many formulations of the draft needed recasting to the
- LEFT, but now that the Militant majority convention without a word
. from”the M"left" recasted- -the draft to the RIGHT, it is now "cluri-

o fded"t o e T L . S
B o . .

The clarified draft and the election .program enables us-to see
clearly -the reformist-line addpted at Cleveland. On.a number of
. important tactical guestions such -as trade union and unemployed.
‘work, they adopted a positiow of class collaboration. On the po-
litical arena they are .working for the Farmer-Labor Party, for ‘a.
whole series .of reformist bills presented by liberal bourgeois.
candidates: they: advocate the nationalization of industry,banks;
@tc., undgr. capitalism and .the ammernding of the US Constitution.
- The New York Times editorial-of May 28 ‘says, "In no other way
could ‘they peacefully and lawfully proceed to socialize and nation-
‘atize all :production and business. But the process of ammending
is recessarily slow. . The Socialists could not hope to elect a
majority, not to say two thirds of both houses of Congress.until
after a long succession of electoral -viectories. Even then would
follow the necessity of persuading three fourths 6f the states.All
- this leaves the outlook disappointing and dreary . for those whqo go
into this year's Presidential campaign under.a.banner emblazoned
'Socialism: in our time!." The New York .Timés Knows more about the
Socialist -Party and the Militant Program than the "left wingers".”
who have entered this party of "revolution". . Lo S :

On the question of war the convention improved upon the analysis
of imperialism in the Detreit Declaration but made no change to -
the left in the reformist concluvsions for dction of- the Detreit
Declaration. In analysis- centrist; conclusions- reformistj con-
sequently reformist as a.whole. Moreover,even ware this section. :
better than it is,-it would still not mark a’step to the left in
view.of the decision of the convention-condemning the revolution-.
ary overthrow of cdpitalism in the face,of which all "left resolu-
tions are 5o mycH hypocritical cover for reformism. ° e '

The text of-the eléction program does not speak of the need of
overthrowing capitalism. To place this-phrase in a resolution of .
the: convention that is buried the day the conventions adjourns and
to leave it out-of the text of the election platform is to capm-
paign on a reformist program. e S

The reseolution. on a¥med insutrection,.introduced: by the Cannoh-
Shachtman darling, Gus Tyler, is a decisive step to the right and
. formally closes the door to membership of all who advocate the
Marxian position on this vital question,




But the resolution on armed insurrection contains a double dose

of poison, or rather it is a double barrelled shotgun against the
.working .class. ' Besides 1ts reformist position on armed insurrec-
tion it says the .following, "The Socialist Party, therefore, firm-
ly .believes in the -strengthening and maintenance of existing demo-
cratic institutions through which the Socialist: will of the masse
es may be cultivated and expressed.” S o

" The axis of this formulation is not revolutionary Marxism, which
includes the fight for democratic rights, but is the axis of bour-
. geois democracy. vs fascism -- it is the theoretical formula of a
dozen brands of reformism including Stalinism. Any and every
defender of bourgeois democracy against the PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
can agree fully with the formula on Tstrengthening and maintenance
of demooratic institutions" and "opposition to armed insurrection."

- Again. the editcfial bf the NewAYofk Times comes to the rescue of

the Socialist Party, In the May 26th issue it says "The Social-
st ﬁgg%? ﬁggcogsigtently disav%wed{plans or Inpotid to overthrow

the'GoVernment~by'force".'vThe\Zams.f'Gbl@mans,‘Cannons and Mustes
~are going to "reform"‘this‘“leftward‘ moving party.

. The minority resolution against thé"EarmereLabor,Party Which ob-
© tained 44 014 Guard votes and two.others is hailed as a victory by

" the Cannor'forces. It is'no accident that the 0ld Guard could
"~ vote fo;#?his;fesolutian.»“It,is'not a revolutionary Marxian po-

sition sgainst the.Farmér-Labor Party. Theoretically it is:;worse.
than the former position of the Workers Party. The line of -the

resoliution, ‘which the.01d Gﬁapdfhai;éd,;isltﬁe-denterposing of

s,

the Socid ist Party to the Farmer-Labor Party, rather than -counter-

'-iﬁdsingjanrévqlutionaryvpartyAagainst the .5.P. ,Farmer-Labor Party,

or any other party. . ALl n0n~revolnt’onary‘parties;afe:agenﬁs of
. khe bosses and seek to tie the . workers to capitalism. - =~

" Many important issues were not even considered.at the .convention.
For example,rthe'Colonial question in its important principle
theoretical aspects was ignored. Dnder .the pressure of the 0ld
Guard an ammendment was adopted giving the local autonomist state
. rights vs. centralization. This is .not:a step toward revolution-
ary consolidation, rather it is another step toward disintegration
‘arid bourgeois democracy. . o SR

“Be‘f éiﬁiism, Won et piefrelénd. «

 Right Wingers. who were not at the convention had more influence
than leaders of the Militants on the convention floor. Maurer

. from Reading sent.a letter to- the convention attacking the Mili-
-tants and called for the scrapping of the. Detroit Dec%araticm.The
‘convention "clarified" the ndisputed" issues, by adopting-the
proposals .of .the.0ld Guard. Of course the 0ld Guard, aggressive
and constantly on the offensive, are not easily satisfied.  They
informed the convention it was not enough. and are out to fight for
their complete position. The New Leader of May 23rd -had an edit-
orial on the "Issues Confronting the Socialist Convention." ‘They

presented ig?this;article a nine point program of :thelr poligy.
The two outstanding political points mentioned aﬁé;""against the
theory and practice of the dictatorship", and "for democracy in
theory agd’pragticg"; and, "we are against advocacy of violence

[——— o .
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and armed insurrection by party members inside and outside the party!

On both of these major issues the Militants adopted the-New Leader
line presneted to the convention. . T - :

Waldman and Hoan addressed the Amalgamated Convention while in Cleve-
~land, Politically there was no difference between their line and

" the line of the convention. They both stressed the same political

- points. But when you compare the political line presented by Waid-
man and the political line of the election program on which Thomas

. is running, you will have to split hairs to find a difference.

.. Factioms 'at-the Convention.

- "pYe“donvention was graced with about a-dozen groups and groupings.
ﬁTheddﬁtstanding,factionsﬁwere:-thé 01d Cuard, the Hoan-McLevy Muni-
“eipal ‘Socialists, the Thomas right—centristsg‘the»Zam~Qitlow forces,
the Lovestoneites, the Stalinists, and the three groupings of the
;Trptskyites:&ﬁhe;Cannbn—Muste—Gbldman'forCes. The Hoan,Thomas,Hoopes
bloe that wasggonsumatedfbehinafthe=séené'threw the convention- into
Hoan'!s lap. -. R ST
The convention was dominated’ by a’Refo?misfeﬁight—centrist,bloc of
Hoan and Thomas. The Hoan group held the balance. of power and were
decisive in shifting. the programmatic base to the right, carrying
with them the muddleheaded Militants. e T

Waldman for the 0ld Guard refused to yield an inch, took the offen-
sive, denied a bloc with La Guardia and accused Hoan of a bloc with
LaFollette. He denied friendship with Roosevelt and quoted the New
Leader of April 19.1933, where Thomas called the New Deal revolutlon-
ary, and gave "a tribute to the astute leadership of the President."
The 0ld Guard controls the states of Conn.,Mass.,Mont;,New‘Hampshire,
Maryland, hald of Pennsylvania, Vermont and Washington, with a power-
ful bloc in New York and other states. ' ‘ ‘ -

Hoan was amply paid for his excellent work on program and for. keep-
ing the split down to the New York section, and at the same time
gaining .a political victory for the right wing which will enable
regroupments to the right. Hoan obtained the Vice-President nomina-
tion for Nelson of‘Wisconsin.mfThis'representative‘of‘the‘farmers

is to make up for the inability of the socialists- to launch a Farmer-
Labor Party this. year. N B ~

The tail of the Militant caucus consists of the Trotskyites, the
Lovestoneites,ithe,Stalinistsiand other‘"Unity Groups?. The Cannon-
 Muste-Goldman Trotskyite %rbups'g;aYed a miserable role. They were
 completely passive amd ‘silent and did not raise their voice To. pre-
sent minority positians-on‘important‘questidns;'The“Tratskyites are
rapidly sinking into.this quagmire of reformism and opportunism.

But Thomas is- well paid. If it were not for Trotsky's cable for

entry and the Workers Party entry into the Socialist Party of the
0.8, the Cleveland, conventicn would have witnéssed a split to the
 Jeft on principle grounds. instead of = shift to the right.



-~ stepvt. A conventlon

Let the Trotskyites gay that they did not have a chance to present
thelr position on the floor. Vhy not a statement to the convention
by your faction? Why not a spllt when the convention adopted a
BE?ORMIST position on the decisive questlon of the day?

The Cannon—Muste Goldman. ‘Trotskyites have adopted the revisionist
pesition on the fol]owing‘p01nts sinee the New Turn of the ICL:
They have presented a revisionist and new evaluation of Social-Dem~
ocracy. They have a centrist position on Organic Unity.Throughout
the world these groups -have capitulated to the Socialist -parties,

and have liquidated the independent Marxian. organization. They have
2 centrlst posltion on war and on the Peoples | ront.

The group in the Uﬁtced States has a false posltion on Amerlcan

Imperialism, They are silent on the Negro guestion. They are

‘carrying on a teilenhdist golicv ‘to the Farmer-~Labor Part¥ and on -
several occasions have voted for it. They trail behind. the Lewig

Trade Union factien in the A.F.of L. They have a clﬂss collabora-
t¢on unemploybd pasition.‘ , o »

Thﬁy exis+ pmacefully gide: by side in the 8001 1jst Party with ‘
Social Patriots. ~(Documéntséry evidence and detail proof will be
furnished to all on these points for: the. asking. Time and again we
have - aSkﬁd the C@nnon forges to, aebate us publlcly on- these questldnﬁ

iThe false pochy of "the RPPA- left it A nonentity ‘at the conven-
':tion. Hensen said he would int“oduce the Militant Draft.lf no one

. eglgé Would but. the convention closed without a’. word on “this . "famous"
‘,documont and he left tha conventlon 2 days befdre it- adaourned..

The Z&ms and “the Goldmans joinNd the: band wagan ‘when Thomas was

elected as their 1938 candidate; - Geldman through Erber presented
& minority. election program.\ No. one spoke for this program: and -

although printed conles were ‘on hand none. were" presnnted to the
delegdtes. It wes just a; faker’s face~saver for Goldman.gd;___.

The: underdover Lovestonelte and: Stalinmst caucgs played ‘their: uSual
miserable role. The editorial-of the Moy, 29 dssue "ol the'Daily
Worker said, "The positive achievementy .of tnis convention ‘arecon-"
siderable, It overwhelmingly defeated the reacﬁionary H01d-Guard®
group, who:-have tried: to. convert the Socialist ‘Party into:a-tail of
the New Deal kite and an agency for.-Hearst, Red Baiting and anti-
~Soviet propaganda. -The convention adopted a" platform whichjdespite
shortcomings and

Sonv °°“f%ﬁ%%’“m§§e§ Suﬁ’fgﬁt"ét‘*“ei‘éigﬁ edai“égi%iﬁgr‘é’%ﬁd
forward by the. Stalinists. This: must be Earl Browder's editorial.
This is understandable when the Stalinists c&n address a letter to
the 8001alist convention asking them to “explore“ the p0531bilities
of a joint Socialist-Communist presidential campaign, .and in the
“same lettor: they say, !We are ¢onvingced that suok censultation and
the resulting agreement. for joint struggle will result in. strength~
ing of the Socislist Party es well as the Communist. Party "’
(my emphasis H.0.)
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The Militants were on the run politically from the moment the
convention opened. The Militant confidential memorandum passed out
only to the top clearly revealed in advance their sell-out and their
reformist policy., On the decisive igsues confronting the convention
the memorandum in part said, "I do not believe that the suggested
revisions would be seriously opposed by either side. They are de-
clded IMPROVEMENTS over the existing Declaration of Principles from
the OLD GUARD POINT OF VIEW in the following'respects."

(My emphasis- Editor)

"1l.-Hefercnce to mass action 1s left out. M

"2.-Reference to bogus democracy is left out.M

"%.-The proposed revisions pledge the Socialists to try to get the
Unions to use a genersl strike against the attempt at & Fasgéist
ceup and against a threat of declaration of war." This is, in the
first place a false evaluation of the use of the general strike,
sewing illusions as to how to stop war, and second, "if correct
from the Sccialist standpoint! it would be false to leave such a
Weapon in the hands of trade unicns. The political organization -
and not the Trade Unlons must take the lead in the struggle sgainst
fascism and war.

"4.-The advocacy of armed insurrection as a method of bringing about
Socialism in the United States shall be declared contrary to the
Principles of the Socizlist party, and grounds for expulsion or
suspension., There is no reason for making such a provision re-
troactive, howsver." This CLARIFIES Gus Tyler’s ammendment on armed
insurrection and leaves no deubt that the "lefts" who. join the
Socialist Party are capitulating to Reformism,

On the Communist-Socialist United Front activity the Militant mem~
crandum saye, "The Militant strategy, in other words, actually pre-
vented any Stalinist from speaking at either parade or Polo Grounds
demonstration, while the 0ld Guard strategy allowed a genuine (1)
Communist, although not a Stalinite, to speak to theipr people.t

The Cleveland Conventicn was a battle groﬁnd of three large factions:
The 01d Guard, the Hoan-Mclevy Municipal Socialists and the Thomas
group, The other groupd trailed 2long behind Thomas. The bloc of

Thomas and Hoan was the decisive factor in enabling the convention
to adopt the reformist program.

Only the Revolutionary Workers League?%ﬁriggependent activity,
Only. the Revolutionary Workers League in its own name presented a

osition of class struggle and revolutionary Marxism at the Clevel

and cenvention, .
. Aok o ok ok A A oK ok K A 4k o e oK ok 3 o
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"o desire a peaceful ch'angé ‘brought gbout by constitubional means«
In this coun$ry'We‘Want‘no}dictatorship,‘We want no revol ution.
There are ample constitutional Weyasof bringing about the changs

in a peaceful and legal manner® .
P , ¢ ) Norman Thomas-N,Y,Times 6/6/36,
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