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THD ARARIAN AND JOWISH QU”‘SQIOI IIi PALLSTINE

Palestine which belonged to Turkey for mény centuries, was cap=
tured by Great Britain in 1917 thru an engineered revolt aﬁﬂ a prc?,
mise to the Arabian landowmers end bourg901m1e to eozﬁblmsh an Arab
National State supported directly by I British imperialism. "By ob-"
taining. Pdlestlne Great Britain obtained-a 0081t10n off capital im-
portance, Thru Palestine British 1mmer1allsm¢has a gateway 1o the
Suez Canal. The great route to India and Chine,” lioreover and par-
txnularly, the pipe line for Mosul oil termlnates at the beayort of
Haifa and with it,. the railroad to Mesopotemia, " Great Britain was
thus placed in a p0€1tlon of holding a Strateglc comertial and mil-
itery position over.the lend route to India, Haifa has Lecome one’
of the most poweTTUl naval bases of ‘the British Empire,.

‘The promise of Great Britain to’ help ‘the young Arabian bourgeol~
sie to astabllﬁh an’ Arab National State, unlsashed a torrent of na«~
tional sentiment througliout the Islamic territories, Syria, Meso-
pﬁtamla, etc., which threetened to upset Sngland's equilibrium in
Bgypt and the Mediterranesn, . To. stlfle these a@piratlons becume~
-England'u chief problem thereon,

.Britisgh 1mperlallst policy with respect to Pslestlne 15 & ert :
of the general colonial ROTiCY OF iuperis 1ism "of bribing certain gtra-:
ta of the -colonial ponulatlon,ta win its SUDDOT L for its work of su=
per-oppression and exploltatlon of the CO¢on1al Mas5€8,

It was chiefly tecnuse of these fears that Great Britain began
to make overtures to the Jews, Largely for the purpose of introduc-
ing enother force to play against the growing denger of the Arabian
movement for 1naependenue. It was with this sim thAat Lord Balfour
made his declaration in 1917 to help the Jews establish their na+
tional home in. Palestine .2 a solution to the world Jewish problem
naturally under Zionist domlna tion and harmless to British 1mper1ai~
ism. British imperialism now straddles between the two Torces, one
time favoring one, another time favoring. the other, ’

: Thé international Zionist movement seized upon this opportunlty
seeing a possible realization-of their hopeless Utopian dream, and
began calling upon the Jews:to leave their homes and settle in Pal-’
estine, thus serving two purposes; disrupting the movement for rév- -
olution in- their native countries and creating a solid support Tor - ‘
British impgrialism by acting as & buffer between the Arablan move-
ment for independence and British imperialism, . We are opposed to
the immigretion to Palestine as a solution to the Jewish oroblem;
Tmmigration of oppressed natlonal and racisl mlnorltles is no sol~
ution of their problems, On the.other hand we are opposed to reg-
triction on 1mm1grat40n of political refugees.and - persecuted
‘racial minorities generally, and of resti@ittion on tne immigration
of Jews to Palestine as a solution of the conflict engendered there
by Britisl infperialism by their Arabian and Zionist agents. The
Second International is lending its support to Ziohism, and thru i
it to. British imperialism, . L

Lured on by the rosy dreams. of the Zlonmsts on’ the one hand,-
“and greatly aided by the waves of anti~-Semitism on the other, tens:
~f thousends of Jewish workers and small business people emigrated
to Palestine to colonize it. To provide for the means of coloniza-
tion, millions of dollars were lnvestea it Palestine by Jewish (and
“Gentlle} capitalists., In addition many Jewigh.capitalists findlng
- a new field for exploitatiomn, settled there 100,

It was from then on that a Imlghtful eyproprlatlon of the Arab~ o




Paloatine w

ian peasants took place, Thadr land was bought at an incredibly lew
price, ex seized eutright, leaving the Arablan peasants practically
without means +f exiatanre, Pushed off his land the Arabian psasant
would turn to the fastery, where he would be paid far 1ower than the
atandard wage paid to the Jewish worker. (r in many cases the Jewish
auploysr would refuse to employ him altogether. In this respeet hig
ralation to the Jewish worker would be not unlike that of.the AtePe
irAan Negro t¢ the white worker, The extreme nationalist wing »f the
Zionist movement, the Zionist revisionists (Pascists) wish te drive
the Arab out of Palestina altogether, :

All this natural resentment of the Arabilan Workers and peasants
against the Jewish smploeyers behind which stands British imperial .
iam, is canalized, smasculated by the Arabian landowners and incip~
iont bourgeousie, and directed againgt the Jews as such. The Jewish
bourgsousie in its turm, aided by the Zionlstb wovement, directs the
Jewish workers natural class-eonscious hatred of British imperialism
against the Arabs asg such, in both cases away from British imperial..
ilsm, upon which 1t depends for support., It is ag a result ef this
raclal hatred purpnsely engsundered by the twe national beurgeoisies
that resurrent pogroms and flareups take place, Which is in reality
a reflectisn of the class struggle finding expression in other
forme, One important sitep to overcome $his racial antagoniem and
procesd to congolidate on a class basis is to propagate and organi?s
one trads union centre for Jewish and Arablan workers, Build trade
unions to be composed ef Arabian and Jewish workers,

The workers who migrated to Palestine constitute a majority »f
the %ailig% population in industry, but however, & minority of the
totel population, They are in the main from Russia, Poland; Germany
where the Trevolutionary movement existed for long periods, and are
in the main class conscious, Buf, chiefly because of the Zionist
toeachings. that in order to establish the "National home®™ 1%t is neecw
Basary to eeek the support of British imperialism, that warped the
militanvy of the workers and consequently took on a reformist form, .
thus preventing them from finding their solution in revolution., As
a result it gave rise %o a powsfful reformist trade union movement
dominated by the Zionigts (not uniike the §P Old Guard in the AFok \
in the US) known as the Histadruth, This movement pales all other .. |
movements into insignifieance, particularly the Communist Party v
which totals 300 members, mostly Jewish intelleotusls, The OP man-
agos to make itmelf heard oocasionally, however, thru ite extreme
pro-Arabian anti-Jowish nationaligm, which by the very naturs of
its struggle against the Jows as immigrants and ag a whole, plays
diveotly into the handg of the Arabian bourgeousis and congoquontm
1y fails to struggle against British imperialism,
\ The Btaliniet slogan of "Arabia for the Arabs", and the aslogan; '
Fedoration of all Arab Pooplen",”is a further extension 3f the Com- |
intern poliey of revising Marxism: it ie a nationmalist slogan, antl-
Marxien, it lays the basis for pogrom action against the Jews in |
Palestine, On the other hand, the natiomalist Jewish policy of
Zionism must be fought with the same vigor, T

The Stalinist role in Paleatine is to play againat the Zionist
pawn of British imperialism, The CP gerves Stal in ap a card in thedir
gawe of barggining with the internationsl bourgeousie,

The solution of the Jewish and Arabian Workers and the poasants
of Palestine lies in their united gtruggle, under the leadership ef
the proletariat, against British imperfaliam and their Jewish and |

i
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Pal agtine -

Arabian capitalists and landowner agents. Unity of the Jewigh and
Arebian workers is a prerequisite for the unity with the peasants,
An allianes with the peasants 1s lumpossible ag long as the prol eted
ariay are disunited,

o solution of the workers and peasants cannot be ful filled
in the framewerk of the Stalinist or Zionist slogans, cr Arsbian
nationalist movements. The sclution can only be had by caruying
the revolution for national and social emancipation, for ayrarian
and democratic demands over to the dictatoship of the prolshariat,
This cannot be limited to Palestine as a special Jewish problem,

- The need for the exploited Jewish and Arabian psoples of tho whole
Near East calls for their united joint actisn against imperialisnm
and their local agents, : : »

The proletariat of the Near East, especially the Jewish’/work- -
ers of Palestine, with their peasant allies, must eall for:"THE
NEAR EAST UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS! (Egypt.Palestine, the Arabian
Statves, fyria Irag), A solution of. the provlems of the JewWwish min-
ority is posmible only within a unit larger than the artificially
created Palestine within this Federation.

The “NEAR EAST", embracing Egypt, Palegtine, Syrie and Iraq,
constitutes a definite entity, recoznlzed as‘such by those both
within 1t and without. Its unity is based cne :

(1) A basically similar econcmic¢ and sociel structure throughout
the area - prepsnderance of agriculture and the contrast between

foudallendlord and the Felahesn. .

(2) A common tradition and history =~ that of the Arab pooples under
the Turkish yoke.

(3) The fact that today the whole area plays ong role in world
politics — that of a corridor between the Buropoan imperialist
powers and their Asgiatic and East Africen enpires. -

Practieally all gocial movemernts withinaany of these countries
have had the fendency of spreading out over the wheole area or at
least have found a strong scho there - the only important excep—
-tion being, of course, Zionism.

The Arab states of the Arabian peninsula proper are still in a
far more backward stage of development, but are linked to the other
countries by bonds of languege and tradition, common aspirations fo
fer a unification of all Arsb-speaking peoples, and by the fact thé
they form part of the same area as far as their key position in .

- world politics is concernsd. |

This Federation will have %o give to the Jewish and cther \
national minorities full political, economic and social squal ity
with the Arabs, The high political level and class consciousness
¢f the Jewish proletariet aseigns to it & leading role in the
struggle of the Near East peoples for national & sooial liberation,

The Arab national revolutionists, including the Arabd proletari-
at, do not recognize a special YPalestine", They will fight togeih-
or With the Jewish Proletarian revolutionist only an either of the
following bases:

L. A national Arabian program, the Stalinist position, «

2. A common goal for the Jewish and Arab workers and the whole Arab

natlional revolutionary movement within Palestine and without, fer a
Noaxr Easgt Soviet Republic, :

.. -A decisive defeat of Italian Fascism in the Ethiopian conflict
can unl eash the coloniel mamses asainst world imperislism, ospeci-
ally effecting Great Britain., The exploitsd Jewish and Arabien peo—
ples must have the full suppert of the werld prnletariat, esperially
the workers on England to overthrow The imparialists, ALl fthis pro-—
supposes ag a prarequisits the rreatinn of a new revolutionary par¥y
as & ssctinn of the PCURTH IVTERVWATIONAL, E Ll
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LETTRR_OF THE R.W.L._TQ THE BO
| § January 28, 19286.

- mg the National Pre-Comfercnce of the -
Bolshevik Leninist Party, |
Habena, Cuba. , ‘

Dear Comrades: N

For the‘SUCCGSSfﬁl solution of the problem facing the inter-

national revolutionary movement, international discussion betiween

organizations and mutual criticism 1is invaluable and essential. Only

on the basis of such comradely interchange of opinion, can the basis |
for the Fourth International be laid down. Especilally is this true i
in the esse of your country and ours, for the problems of our move- |
ments cannot be considered individuaily, the successful struggles of
either being to a great extent dependent on the other. {la have one
enemy and a single struggie for which the elosest collaboretion is
necessary. It is our fervent desire that you analyze and exXpress
your opinions of our origrammatic documents with the same frankness
and sincerity in criticism that we do with yours.

; Unfortunately your Political Thegis with t cgue at w
express our gpinioﬁg regarding it, only reaghedhgsr;%geg%l§?3§ndewe‘
are lacking in specific informetion on a number of important points
of fact§. Therefore we shall only onalyze the generdl line end the
conclusions.arrived in your documents. : f

IT.

enfnrxguz POliticil ?hesis is pot an internationalist document. You
te nto an analysis of the local situation prevailing in Cuba, |
giéggut coq31dering it, as is necessery, in itg full in%ernationél;
Ogg_gng..digg outline the tasks of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party witl

-roOlcggl ering thert in relation to the tasks of the international |
Ty Wgtﬁoniry movem:nt. You discuss the struggles of the Cuban workl
persiy ou taking up, by even so much &8 a reference, the strugglel

;oleg masse:n of th2 other Latin American .countries and of the U, §

'révolu%?lat"W1thouj whose cqllaboration a complete and sucecssful
thaot ion in Cuba Is impossible. This notional limitation of your

Lrents is ref..ected throughout. There is no line of struggle agais

an impeiz-ialisia; no analysis of the forces of imperia%ist domd

iration in Cula; no ref '
ol C a; no reference to the dangers of interv !
;2 fgéa%ists dagainst the Cuban Revolution; no provisiozgt%g? ?gigf
i ogether witk the toilers of Latin America and the U S ;
b = - * ’

- 2galnst interwsention and for revolutionary vietory.

1 While rec:mmizing the presen%liéakness ofv '
S}il :giggnig%gégi g;; &g?cgoiﬁénéa%ass y C%Iéi t% thgoggpgggsgiﬁz’tggf
o i fech of whit as_made possible the ;
in yogfwga%lgig.tgh¢nd petty-bourgeols revolu%iongs%gro§§oa§%igit§

, ‘ binior , to tackle this problem from the coréect angle.

i Ina' Stead t 4w ;

inldependg;tPOSiMﬂg prim.ary and most important tasks the forging o

Dyl vang juard pesrty, and the stre eni >
Z a . o ] A S ren t "

R tions, in whilch the 301SheVik~Leninistnggﬁép%agflggg ??S§to§

'
s
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correct policy of its own, you give first place in your considera-
tion to the search for alliance with other parties. IYour vhole
approach to the petty~bourgeois groggs and the C.P. 1is tailend%st
and constitutes essentially a repetition of the "external road

theory and policy on a new plane,

You are correct in condemning the adventurism of those who de-
clare in favor of the "immediate insurrection"; but you counterpose
to this, a program of reformist demands as a bagsis for a Tynited A
front" which you hope to establish with them. You seem to gand1§ion
your own party's activities on the success or fallure of this unltedn
front; on the acceptance or non-acceptance of the "Program of Action
and the "Program of Democratic Demands" which you propose.

. As regards these two "programs" we have the following general
observatiohs to make. It is of course correct to attempt to make
use of the contradictions in the camp of the class enemy. Our infor-
mation on the democratic current in the army is limitéd to the
scanty data contained in your thesis and we should like to receive
further material on this subject. It would however, be incorrect to
base one's whole revolutionary strategy on the hopes of winning a
section of the army in advance of the actual decisive struggles.
Purthermore, these contradictions among the bourgeols, petty bour-
geois and army forces cannot be utilized in the interests of the
revolution on the basis of your present line as laid down in the doc-
ument. The masses cannot be won for the revolution by a program of
reforms. While the army and the peasantry might be led into an in-

surrectionary movement, this movement cannot play a truly revolution-
ary role, nor can it be directed in the correct direction unless the
proletariat of the gities and plantations has been organized and set

into motion., In this respect we can point to the examples of the

Chinese peasant armies and the recent abortive military revolt in
Brazil. ‘ v
- Iiv.

"Your document neither contains nor mentions any program of
action or program of democratic demands for which the Bolshevik-
Leninist Party as such, will struggle. The "programs” which you do
propose are clearly for the United front, if and when formed.

The acceptance of the united front by the other parties on the
basis which you propese can only result in the strengthening of the
petty~bourgecis parties of Graw and Young Cuba. S uch a program of
proposed reforms cannot widen the breach in the Young Cuba organi-
zation between the right and left wings, driving the latter towards

Marxism; it is a program which any-or all of them could accept with-
out abandoning the ground of petiy-bourgeois liberalism; it is a

program that can only compromise the Bolshevik-Leninist Party and the
banner of the Fourth International in Cuba. :

V.

-This proposed "United Front" has many features in common with
the Left Bloc policy of the Chilean Communist Left, which we have
several times criticized in documents which are familiar to you. In
both cases - Cuba and Chile - the proletariat 1s given illusions re-
garding the possible extent of the progressive tendencies within the
petty-bourgeois parties; the revolutionary foreces are loaned as a



leftist mask for the petty-bourgecis liberals. This wgole tendency

gtimulated by the new orientation of the ICL., gn'.in a sense
?iiwgd ?row it. yIt is one of the varlants of the.llquldationist
line initiated in France when the Bolshevik-Leninists entered the
SFI0. By the entry, they accepted the Q.P. - .3.P. united front set-
up which orients towards the organic unity of these two social pap~
riotic parties and by the entry they also gave cpjective support to
Whe opportunists for the block with the French liberal bourgeoilsie

he Peoples Front.

et %n Mggico a group of comrades, members of‘the ICL section, hav-
ing accepted in essence the entry in France and the need of "reaching
the Masses" have finished by declaring their support of the Stelindst
inspired "Anti-Imperialist Peoples Front", an attitude which can only
lead to a capitulation to Stalinism. , .

The revised and enlarged edition of the "external roed" eviden-
ced in your Political Thesis, is also a policy of liquidation and
will wash out the basis of your organization, for which no independert
policy 1s proposed. BEgsentially it too, contains the beginning of
the "Peoples Front" and its dangers cannot be overestimated. It
appears to us that this tendeney on your part, reflects a failure to
fully understand the réle of the proletariast end its class vanguard
in the democratic phase of the Cuban Revolution. No mechanical di-
viding line -can, in the present period, be made between the Democrat-
ic revolution and the Bocialist revolution. The ong grows into the
other and it is only under the leadership of -the proletariet and 1ts
class vangusrd that the democratic struggles themselves can be carried
to a successful conclusion. ' '

' VI.

: On a previous occagsion your Political Committee repudiated the
"external road" theory as an "opportunist application of the French
turn”; but you refused to declare your disagreement with the theo-
retical precmise on which the "French turn" is based, which left the
door open to a repetition of the same error, and did nothing to
correct it in those countries where it hed ﬁeen applied nor prevent
its extension. A number of months have passed by since that time,
the disastrous effects of the turn have been conclusively demonstrated
on an internationsl scale; esnd the new orientation still continues
to tear the heart out of the Fourth Internationzlist movement (the

Workers Party of the U.8. has just been directly encouraged by Trotsky
to complete arrangements for entering the Socialist party. There sre
indications that the Duteh Party will follow suit. The European sec-
"tions of the ICL flounder about, torn by factional strife and splits,
‘making no headway in the direction of independent activity, and now
the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of Cuba repeats the mistzke of a year
ago. This was the inevitable result of your tactic acceptance of the
international line of liquidation. VII -
: Ldow

The Bolshevik-Leninist Party must rectify its position, and
- strike out courageously. on the road of a politically and organization-

'  ally independent Marxist Party. The first step on such a course

should be the adoption of the Leninist concept of the road to the
masses and the Fourth International. This involves the rejecction of
- the YFrench. Turn"™, and its thcoretical motivations. The sefbnd step
-1s the building of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party as an indepchdont
force and the establishment of a regularly published papcr vith




international assistance if necessary for this purpose. Only when

you have a solid independent organization, even though it be numeri-
Ca%ly weak, will it be possible to seriousl{ take the third step,
which is the fortifying of the position of the working class general-
ly through the creation and strengthening of the mass organizations,
trade unions, workers defense corps, etc. After these necessary pre-
liminary steps have been taken, then for the purposes of the struggle
against imperialism, other parties and even forces of other classes,
should be approached for pacts and alliances. The seeking of allian-
ces with other parties 1is to us,the fourth step whereas you place it
in the forefront,as the first step. Naturally these "steps" are not
to be understood in a mechanical sense as four distinct stages in the
development of your activities. It is simply a rough scheme,for the
various stages will in reality, merge into each other adapting them-
selves to the actual development of the party and the objective con-

ditions. | VIII.

] ‘The Bolshevik-Leninist Party should draw up a brief series of
democratic demands to be supported by the party. In our opinion,this
"program" should revolve around the following demands:

{a) ANTI-IMPERIALIST DEMANDS: Confiscation and nationalization of
imperialist properties under workers controljcancellation of the U.S.
Government lease to the Guantanamo Naval Base;Repudiation of foreign
?eyts ahd treaties,imgosed by the imperislists. ‘ .

b) GENERAL DEMOCRATIC DEMANDS: For a democratically elected consti-
tuent Assembly, with electoral committees controlled by the masses,
%ow age limit for suffrage, etc.

c) SPECIAL WORKERS DEMANDS: Full freedom for trade union organiza-
tion rights of collective bargaining and strikej;minimum wage and min-
imum Bours; social and accident insurancej;no discrimination because
of nationality, race, sex, etc., etc.

(¢) CONCRETE DEMANDS FOR PEASANTS AND SOLDIKRS: These should be of a
revolutionary nature and concretized according to the conditions and
aspirations of those concerned. In the case of the peasants working
on non-industrialized farms,either as laborers or tenants, the demand
should obviously be "the land for those who till it",whereas on the

highly industrialized sugar plantations, the demand for nationaliza~
tioén and workers control applies. In thd case of the army,the demand
for full citizenship rights for the soldiers should be raised and
utilized to the utmost. X

We regret that circumstances makes it impossible for us to send
a representative of our organization to participate in your National
pre-Conference. We trust,however,that our criticism of your position
and our categoric rejection of your present political thesis,will be
received in the same fraternal spirit with which we make it. A4
s tated at the beginning of this letter,we hope you will Ffavor us
with ag frank a criticism of our political documents. With the com-
plete liguidation of the Workers Party through its entry into the
- Socielist Parth of the US, we hope to be able to give to our fellow
4th Internationalists of Latin America that fraternal co-operation
and assistance in which the Workers Party, after a good beginning, so

~ miserably failed.

We take advantage of this opportunity to reiterate our invitatbn

~ to your party to send a fraternmal recpresentative to the First Natl.
. Convention of the R.W.L. to be held in the City of Chicago, begin-
ning Feb. 29, 1956. Please communicete your decision in this regard

LTV SE-TSSEEES UESERSoonSosEeEemE o Fratcrnelly,
Pol.Comm.-Hugo Oehler,Nat. Seey.~ For the Fourth Internatiopal,



Communism, The Struggle For The Dictatorship Of The
Proletariat, And The Utilizatibn of the Bourgeois Parliament.
1. Parlismenterism as & state system, has become & “democratic® fora
§ S
of the rule of the bourgeoiéie which, at certain stageus of de ve lopmant
- npeeds the fiétion of national representation, which outwardly would be
aﬁ crganization of & “natioﬁal wju].l‘u standing outside of clagses, but
in reaii{y is;an 1nstruﬁent of oppression and suppressiocn in the hands
of the ruliné‘ca?itaiist.
%« Parliamentarism is a definite form of state order. Thersfore it cen
in no way bhe a form,0f¢ccmmugist sccicty, which recognizes neither
classes, nor class sﬁrﬁggle, nor any form of Htate authority.
3. ?arliamentafﬁsm cannot be_d‘form of proleiarian government during
the transition period butween the dictatorsnip of the:bourgcoisié and
that of the proletariai. At the aowment whoen the aceentuated class
struggle‘turns into civil war, the proletariat must inevitainly Torm its
ptate organization as a fignting organiﬁatign, wnich cannct contain
any of the ruprosentatives of the former ruling classes; zll fictions
of “natioﬁal will% are harmful to the proletariat at that time, and
a pariiamentary‘division‘of authority is necedless and injurious to 1it;
-the only form of proletarian dictatorship is a Republic of Soviets,
4uirhé bourgeois~?arliaments, which constitute one of tht most import-
anp'instrumenté‘of the State machinery of the bourgeoisic, cannot e

won over by the proletariat any more thah can the bourgeois order in

general. The task of the proletariat consist in blewing up the whole
machinery of the bourgeoisie, in destroging it, and all the parliam-
entary ingtitutions with if,whether they be rupubldcans or constition—

al monarchical,

5. The same relates to the local gowernment insitutions of the bourg-

eoisie, which theoretically it is not correct to differentiate from

State ocrganizations. In reality they are tert of the same apparatus




of the state machine
hinery of the igde whi
?Y't?e revolutionary %roletarigzugggoifai which must be destroyed
kers!'Deputies. nd replaced by local Soviets of Wor~
6. Qonseque 1= O . . R ‘
of the future; it vemednecs i aiates parilamentarism as the form
= 25 ap a f he
%ﬁlo of the prolctariat; it repudintesoth\ orm of the Clas? ddctator-
e parlisments; its aim is to q % ¢ _possiblity of winning over
iS Ol}lsr DOSSibl’.} PRI Gs I"()y' &I‘liam(‘)ntarlsm. T irTe
T Yo speak of utilizi LS hercfore 1t
with the object of destroying the Zing the bhourgeols state organizatione
%nd i?glaiivelyton anoh a&plgne?um. The question can be discussed only
" class struggle is a political st ole ‘ i i
& struggle for power. Any strike &when 'iugPlbf Segnuse 1t 1s [inally
country, is a menace to the bouFieola 1% spreads through the whole
tical character. To strive to ovfizi? ?tite’ o tngs.acqaires R
0{ its State, means to oarry on olltgﬁnlhe bourgeoigie, and to destr—
class appara{us~for the bridlingpand sﬁ§pr§§§§§§66fT§h§r§§§% gpe'sbown
geoisle, whatcw uch & ] . T ch el
 bower. H vor such an apparatus may be—-means to gein political
8., Consequently, the gque 3 ,
: juestion i ol i
the question of éne‘s attituge gim? polfﬁical strugglc does not end in
a genergl condition of the classogiiiigige gaiéiamenzary e ova
as the struggle grows from ugg o ¢ proletariat, insofar
: _ g } a small and personal cne t 4
- uggle for the overthrow of the pitalis p ; o general str-
9. The elementary means of tneczfigiiifto§rgﬁg i; ? ﬁho%e. i
rule of the bourgeoisie is, first ofogll the n%ho ° arlat Rgainat the
tions. Such mass demonstra%iops are pfenéregeaga aggrgfdmasi %emfﬁgtra~
organlized m S the roletapd p ; searout by %
di%ci linedasseb 9{ bée proletariat, under the direciion of a united
discip ned, centralized” Communist Party. GIVIL WAR IS WAR. In this &
e ¢ proletariat must have its effice molitica eneTal
to co%duct operaticns during ailstégfésgg?s&gélgigilf?;gzral Sterts
- 10. he mass struggle mea s ' rste e ing
. 8 g ns a whole systex ] ing de at—
iong growing ever more acute in form,ggid Toggc§§X§l§§§§§ndb?2n§§r“§~
rising against the capitalist order of government. In tnisgwarfareuP
of the masses developing into a civil war, the guiding party of the
prolctariat must, as a general rule, scoure evsry and all lg ful i
iong, making them its auxiliaries in the rﬂvolatio K an popat-
~ordinating such positiong to the plans of the geneggiycggggirgndtggg~
g{ th% nasas strug§lg. o
Lonent, Againet participabion i poditiest canpeign one shouad met oe
€ & 1 in po ical campai ' se
the argument that parliament ig apbourgeois OSe;EEeg?a'Shziid nOt e
The G?mm%?ist Party enters such institutionsgnot for théngurpggéo§§
organization work, but in order to blow up the’ eoi ' j
ery and the parliément it seclf from withig(fgz ?§Q%angur%5§l§o?ieg%nq
glebknecgt—zn Germany, of the Bolsheviks in the Imperiai Dumd, in the
emoiratlc-uonference“, in the®*Parliament® of Kerensky, and lastly, in
the *Constituent Asscmbly*, and also in the Municipal Dumas, and the
activitdes of the Bulgarian Communist.) ’
%8. This Work w1§h1n the parliaments, which consist chiefly in making
revolutionary propaganda from the parliamentary platform, the denoun—
cing of enemies, the ideological unification of the magses, who are S
still looking up to the parliamentary platform, captivated,bv democratic
illusions, especially in backward territorics, etc, must be %ully
;u?iigégiied to the objects and tasks of the mass strugzle outside the
& 2 S ‘
D The participation in the elective campaign and the revolytionary
B gggpz%ggga fro? thg pgriiamegtary tr}bune has a special importance for
- %he wip ng ?vur 0 tnogg elements of the workerg,who—as perhaps the
?g;gilzﬁﬁwggiiﬁgciiSi??;nave stoqd far away from the rewvelutionary mov—




13, If the Communist have the majority in the local government inst-
itutions, they must: a) carry on a yevolutionary oppositdon against
the bourgeois central authority; b) do all for the aid of the poor
population(economic measures, esta blishment or attempt to establish an
armed worker's militda; ¢) point out on cwry oscaision the barriers
which the bourgeois State power pPuts against really great changes; 4,
develope on this basis the sharpest revolptionary propaganda without
fearing a conflict with the 3State authorities; e) under certain conditio
substitute local Workers' Counclls for the municipal administration.
The wholec activity of the Comminists in the communal administration the~-
refore mnuast be a part of the general work of destruction of the capita-
ligtic system. . -
14. The elective campaigh must be carricd on not in the sense of ob-
tainihg a-maximum of votes, but in that of a revolutionary mobilization
of the magses around the mottoes of the proletarian revolution,. The
The election campaign must be conducted by the entire mass of party me-
mbers, .not by the leadsrs alone; it is necessary to make use of and be
in complete touch with all the manifcstations of the masses (strikes,
demonstrations, movements among the soldicrs and sallors etce.) gEOmg
on at the moment; ot is necessary to summon all the masses of the prol~
etarian organizations to actiw: work, :
15, In complying with all these conditions, as well as with thogs in
~ dicatcd in a special instruction, the parliamentary work must prescnit
" a dircet condrast to the dirty" politics® which has been dratised by
the Social Demooratic parties of all countriess that enter parliament w
with the object of supporting that ®democratic® institution or, at best,
to Ywin it over®. The Communist Party can only recommend a revolutliona-
ry use of the parliament as sxempl ified by Karl Lieblknecht, Haeglund
and the Bolsheviks. ' : :

16, "Anti-parlismentarism,% in principle, in the sense of an absolute
and categorical repudiation of participation in the clections and the
parliamentary revolutionary work, cannot, thercforz bear :criticisim,
~and is naive, childish doctrine, which is founded somctimes on a heal-
thy disgust of politicians, but which dics not understand the possibi-
lities of revolutionary Parliamentarism. Begides, very often this doc—
trine is connected wiﬂg a guite erroneous idea of the’role of the party
which in this case og considered not as a [ighting, centraldzed, advan—
ce guard of the workerg, but as a decentralized sgstem of badly Joined
revolutionary nuclei, , :

17, On the other hand, an acknowlcdgement of the value of parliament-
ary work im no wise leads to an absclute, In-all-and-any case azknowl-
edgement of the necessity of concre tc elections and a concrete parti-
cipation in parliamentary sessions. The matter depends upon a series

of specific conditions. Under certa in cilrcumstances it may become no-
cegsary to leave the parliament. The Bolsheviks did so when they left
the pre-parliament in order to brsak it up, to weaken it, and to set up
against it the Petrograd Sovietg which was then prepared to head the
uprising; they aected in the same way in fthe Gonstituent Asgembly on

the day of its dissoclution, convert in;% the Third Congress of Soviets
into the centre of political events. In other circumstances a hoycott-
ing of the elections mey be necessary, and a ddrect, violent storming
of both the gréeat bourgeois Atatc apparatus and the parliamentary hour-
%eo'is clique, or a participation in the clections with a boycott of

he parliament itself,etc, , , o
‘18, In this way, while recognizing as a guleral rule the necessity of
- participating in the election to the centrel jparliament, and the ins—

. titutions of local self-government, &as well as in the work in such
“institutions, the Communist Party must decide the question concrctely,
according to the specific conditions of the given moment. Boycotting




dbe elections or the parliament, or leavine th ' '
perulssible, ohiefly whon %hure "is ) %;f‘;«?%i;ﬁvpiﬁiéamim: zst-& 1
gltion to an armed Fight for power. ¢ an immediate tran-
éiim‘u tha s‘amdt:‘xm op2 must constantly b.ar im mind tho relative
atr Efitancci of ihis guestlon, If the center of gravity lies in the
uugﬂ e for the pow.r outside of th. parliament, theh naturelly the

=1 ushlon of~a proletarian diétatorship end a mass fight for ituis
%%mﬁasurably’great'&”?ﬂ"“‘mﬂ the secondary onu of using the parliament.
?“.c ’I‘hgre'fpr?. tne_'G?mi}mnist Inturnational insistk categorically that
Saptoopiders any division or attempt at a division within the Comeunist
martics along this line a crime against the labor movement. The Congre 8¢
,«Ealls upon all the slements which are in favor of the mass strugple fo@
4ho pro]:e.tarlan dicatatorship, and of being under the dircction of a
Jentralized perty of the reévolutionary proletariat for gaining influence
2Ver all the mass organigzations of ti. working olass, to strive for a
souplete unity betweon the Communist elements, nothuth standing any
Possible disagrecment on the question of utilizing the bourieois
;parliaments. ‘ : i 48
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The following is a synopsis of Chapter Four gf the ??ogrammatiiuiiaft
statemernt the outline of which is published in an gd%oﬁzfgg gith tﬁe
Chapter Four 1s entltet Mioday in Lo e e to development since
situation in th : ; : N St the Bdi-
the world war ¢f 1914-18, The synopsis has been approved gﬂ'bl

i . Joint Sub Committee. As soon ac possibie the
ggg;iitgoﬁg;gtzﬁ'%gighzndoﬁther chapters will be publ%shed fgr ozﬁ
membership and the working elass in line with the decision ol ou
convention,

This synopsis established the fact that principled ag;eememt has been

eached on the vitol question of the attitude of the rQVOlutionists
iuward reformism and g@ntrism and the rosd to the Fourth’Intl. On
the question of the London-Amsterdam Bureau there is a differcence be-
tween the Revelutionary Workers League end the Itallan Left Fracgion
of Communism on the one hand and the League for a Re?olutionary York-
ers Party on the other. The latter is for affiliatloq to the Burean
as it states, as a means of carrying out the line embodies in the
synopsis. We are opposed to affiliation for reasons piﬁiisheg in.the
‘ Fighting Worker. The discussion on thils polnt i1s
%igtcigggg.Ongbgt stanﬁ%gngw the difference is a tacticel one which

need not in itself constitute an cbstacle to the fusion of the three
groups and can be settled inside of one organization.

| A Wirshod, Tadv, Tirvement :

The liopld War of 1914 crystallized the tendencies in the labor move-
ment into three basic ones: reformism; centrism; revolutionnry
Marxism. The classic representative of reformism is the Scecond Intl.
the basic policy of which is class collaboration in peace and war,

It executes the policies of the Bourgeoisie in the labor movement and
is an agency of betrayal. Revolutionary Marxism was represented by
the Bolshevik party and the Third Intl under Lenin's leadership. Its
policy was uncompromising struggle, in peace and war against the class
enemy, and its representatives in the working class, in the first
instance the Secend Intl. and the corrupt trade union buresucrocy.

It represented the historic interests of the world proletarizt. Cen-
trism is that tendency which moves between raformism and Marxism
either frem the former to the latter or vice verse, under the pres-
sure of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The Third Intl. after
Lenin's death is the classic representative of centrism of the latter
type; while those forces which broke with the Second Intl, and found
their way into the ranks of the Third in Lenin's day arc the historice
examples of the former type. The Third Intl. today in the capitalist
countries has swung over to support of and collaboration with the
liberal bourgeolsie and the open service of imperislism. Other
centrist tendencies are the Trotskyist tendency represented by the
International Communist League; the London-Ametetdam Bureau (IAG);

- The Socialist Workers Party of Germany; the Independent Lebor Party

 of Englend; and many others,

_ , Need Fourth International
The demeneration of the Third International to the level of the

- Becond, which is itself a tremendous manifestation of the demornli-
zation which is sweeping through the world labor movement follewing




&

the defeats of the world proletsriat on a world scale since the
victorious October revolution, poscs before the world working class
the creation of a new Communist internﬂtlonal to carry on the work
begun by Lenin's world party. This is signified by the slogan: For
the Fourth International! Work for its creation is the immediate
task of the Marxists Its creation as an organization with objective
influence in the class struggle will be posgible only on the basis of
a revolutionary upsurge.

The organic unity of the social patriotic, national defensist Stalin-
ists and social democrats cannot create a revolutionsry international.
Organic unity 1s an integral part of the peoplets front policy of
subozdinatlng the proletariat to the liberal bourgeoisie and tieing
it to the capitalist state and is a weapon in the hands of the bureau-
crats agalnst the Marxists. :
Only One Road

There is only one road to the Fourth International-- Lenin's line in
building the Third International, of uniting the revolutionists-by
their complete political and O”guﬂlzatloﬂal separation from oppor~
tunism and centrism, from the Sccond and Third Internationals, from
the Intl. Communist League, from the London Amsterdam Bureau, etc.etc.

Trotsky who issued the slogan for the Fourth Internstional fell wics’
tim to the demoralizction in the world ldbor movement and the contra-

dictions piled up in the Internationsl Communist League by its sec-
tarian course and is now liquidating the Orgdﬂldgthﬂq of his follow-

ers into the Sec¢ond International.
‘ I1AG ‘

A Loose federation of a centrist character like the London Burcau,
composad of a hcterogeneous group of organizations which have in
common only the fact that they have broken with the Second and Third

Inturn“tlonals, but are in their mwjorlty nct willing to work for,
and in many cases, not even to recognize the necessity for a new
Communist international, cannot become the propagandist and organi-
zational center for the Fourth International. The task of the in-

- dependent movement for the Fourth International is to .carry out a
policy which will clerify, differentiate and separate the revolution-
ary elements in the Bureau from the centrists and reformists with the
aim of uniting them with the Communists outside in the crestion of
Marxist parties and o Marxist world cent@r.

The immediate tasks which confront the Marxist: tendﬁncy is the poli-
tical and organizationzl consolidotion through an international con-

ference and following that the creation of an 1ndenepdent propaganda
center for the Fourth Internatlonai :




CANNON~SHACTuA N VERSUS CANNON-SHACTWAN

; ro bl idered the Socialist
five years ago Canron %nd Shdc?Mdg ;%?2h‘2ha iiarxists must waigs

Party as the camp of reformism, égalns io0,  Pive yoiIs ago or-

a frontal attack. DToday they think otherwls rinciple question; to-

ientation towards the S5.P. wai 23niigersd ap ’

day they consider it a correct tactlic. :

: 7 Ehg very arguments which Shuctman qseghfztéfﬁoigoggviztggg ﬁ??_
expose(Shdctmanlgndlgg??onaLosg;iozz‘ghéﬁiéntatign towards the S.P.

itunt {January , : S o > | .

did not begin yesterduy. Nox did our opgosizloggggylg;nﬁgg ggzrgime
{Politicel Committes Winutes of C.P., Dec. e stio" 1o Do £2186 and

.duced a motion of principle deolar;pg thlsth Jg B. 311 ulong the line
calling for . policy of frontal attack On”lled aléfts". ns ohe aon
with particular suphiasis against the so-cu g Loi and the W.P. can

.quainted with the fucticnal struggle in the h' éa.s R the Firet time
reallize how true the Wo§ds of %a;geaﬁa when ns J
as ¢ agedy, the sscond us a fa . ] ‘
as a §§J%§ey3ame issue of the MilitanF ShGOﬁmiﬂ S;lg, ZEEF 2 %ifg
time the issues were muddled and falsified. foxr 3 togc tﬁgmselzes
Communist workers were confused an@ unublg,to orienta ghe Smoanbere -
upon 4 marxist course. Lovestone is helping to cleai [ $Emodphete
in a nsgutive sense - by his natural evolgtxon towards unity
fromism."  Isn't this also what happened in the #.P. whare cdﬁn;p _
and Shactman accused us of being party splitters, w;eckers, o ‘av;ng
S.P. horrors, etec.? ©Now, however, the lssue 1sncle&r: membe?s of the
W.P. have entered the S.P. under orders of the uannon-Shactm4n o%uo%s.

. Those who enter the 8.P. are not called strlkebraakexs a8 was Al er .
Godlwan when he drew the logical conclusions from the French turn an

entered the S.P. o ‘ '

This is what Shactman said of the Gold@ans in the Lovestone

camp: "Miller and Benjamin and others were impatient tg redach the com-

fort of port; these renegades from Communism change ships in mid*se%

and are salling home to where they always belonged‘ugder the refqrmlst

- flag of kuste. Comforted by the thought that they will wmeset ugain r

thelr more cautious shipmates of yesterduy." How true are these words!

Did not Goldman (and the Oshler group 48 well) forescast that Cannon

would wind up in the S.P.7T » SN _ .
~ Why didn't Cannon-and Shactman go. with Goldmun, or with Gitlow

(whom they accused of having joined the S.P. by way of the Hollind

Tunnel)® To answer that question the Shactwman of 1931 eagerly res-

ponds., This is what he swaid: "But Lovestons (now CannonTShactman &

Co. ) who wunts to arrive on his own ship continues to 8&}1 under a
false flag, or rather, one to which he is false. and like other cap-
tains before him, he must constantly assure t@e crow thuat the prow-
ised land is not only in the offing but thut it is filled with faovu-

lous wealth, like the riches of the Indies with which Columbus fuas-

- ocinated his men. The Social Democracy is Lovestons’'s (now Cunnon-
Shactmun's) logical objective after departing from Communism.” Surely

Shactman would not have been so vitriolic hud he ‘known that ths very

arguments thot he presented would turn out tc be u boomerang against

his present liquidationist line. ‘Where Shactmun uttucked Lovestone

~ und Zow for bringing buck glowing reports of the lund where milk and
~ honey was in abundance {Social Demwoerucy), tcduy we hear the Same ar-

guments of these get rick quucks who have tuken the opgortunist road
~to the masses. Just as thesse argumsnts aguinst the Lovestons liquid-
ators were 100% correct than, so thay are today.



In an articls called "Lenin or DsLeon", writtsn by Zam, we 8ge,

"It was not the revolutionary S.L.P. but the reformist S.P., that gave

birth to the Cowmunist mcvement. The looseness and lack of disci-
Pline in the S.P. made it possible for o revolutionury wing to deval-
op within and secure leudership over the muss of its msubers, which

. led to the estubliskuent of various Left Wing groupings and papers,

and finally to the original Left W ing which became ths C.P. But
the strictly disciplined and centralized 5.L.P. made iwpossible such
a development. On the: contrary every new tendency in the S.LiP, was

i'‘crushed with o ruthless hand, and expulsion becawme & by-word." Is

there any differesnce between this and the present apologetics for
entering the S.P.7Y The only difference being that Zum in reality

~almed at the C.P. while Cannon and Co. have brushed aside this pretenss

No one denies the possibility of doing rsvolutionary work in the
S5.P. But the Leninist concspt of doing such work lies in faction
work, which is carried on under the Girection of the indespendsuat ox-

cgunization from the outside, frses from the pressura of raformists

and centrists and with the bsnefit of a full and unadulterated crit-
icisw from the outside. Correct faction work can only be maintained
when one's lins is correct. When ong’s line is false one can only
expect fruit that is rotten, just as one cannct expsct clean water
from a rusty fauncet. , o - ' :

The Cannonites will break their necks, as did holinisre & Co.

{the PFrenhch Cannonites) who led the Prench Bolshevik Leninists into
the French S.P. but have now parted with Trotsky because their line
that ths destiny of the world proletariat depends on social democracy
is false to the core. If our destiny depends on Social Dewocracy,
why bulld the Fourth Interpaetional? We maintain that the destiny

of the world prolsturiat depends dn how well the forces of the Fourth
Internationul are able to underwine the influsnce of both the 2nd
and 3rd Intern.tionuls, : ‘

In attucking the line of Lovestone in 1931 Shactuun said, "Love-
st one going back to the S.P.TY Isn't that a bit strong? Doesn't he
cluim to be a fraction of the Communist Party® . Doesn't he even go
so far us to demund that the pirty return to Leninisw? But preten~
tion and intention ars two different things. Whuat Lovestone prstends.
to aim towards we find out frow his "holiday" pronouncewents. Wha
he intends to do we find out by examining the various meusures of
"preparation™ to lead the Comnunist warkers off the revolutionary
path." Trunslate that in regard to the #.P. In the declaration of.
Principles we See, on page 10, "At 41l times and under all conditions
the Worksrs Party muintains its orgunizational and political inde-
pendence.” Together with the denials by Cannon & Co. that they would
enter the S.P.; that the W.P. was the first paxty for the 4th Inter-
nitional,; that both the S.P. and C.P. in this country had all the
viecs and nona of the virtues of their Zuropean sistsr partiss, ate.,
we now see thut wembers of the #.P. have entered the S.P. in Phila-
delphia, Minnsapolis, New York, etc. which are preludes 0 the com~
plete liguidution of the W.P. into the S.P., thus carrying out ths '
dacision of the Political Comwittee to enter the 5.P. {Jan. 22, 1236).
Again pretention und intention are two diffsrent things; actions
gpaak louder than words. S _

To enter the S.P. gives up 411 possibility of winning the rovolu-
tionists who will and are breaking from Stalinism. Now in particular
when the Stalinist line has unfolded itself and it is no longsr o
question of "halr-splitting”, now when it is eusisst to win over the
revolutionists in the C.P., now when the possibility of resalizing

i
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41l our pust offorts is at hand the Cannonites can think of nothing
batter to do than join the S.P.! History will reward then.n as wer g
the liguidators rowarded in Russia wftor the 1905 revolution had
been defeated, The revolutionists in ths C.P. will not brauk with
ong social putriotic swauup in order to enter snother cesspool, )
Ihey want a clean bunnsy, the banner of the 4th Internationul, in-
dependent und against both Soecial Demoeracy 4nd Stuilinisa,

. To cowpare ths left wing in the S.P. of 1920 with that of toaday
is false to the cora, DPhe crystalizing pole in 1920 wus ths ,
Russian October, the snthusiasm of which attructed not only ravolu-
tionists but centrists of 11 kinds such as Cachin, Olgin, Zngdahnl,
- eta. Today the process is in the roverse. Dus to the defeats o
~ the world proletariat (Germany, Austria, ste.) the 2nd Internation-
21, the Stilinists and their apologists the Lovestonites, havs gone
to the right. This has also affeoted the I.C.L. which has also
gons to tha right, thus holding back the revolutionists in the C.P.
and S.P. frow reaching 4 kMorxiaun position. Instoud of fucilitating
ths break with thaese patriotic orgunizations the liquidation of tha
forces of the I.C.L. into the Socialist purtiss, togethir with the
“thaeory of organic unity, have disorientuted these leftward wmoving
workers to such an extaat thet both the 2nd and 3rd Internationui s
are abla to speak of dsfending the dewocratic countriss agiinst the
Fasgists, thus repeuting the formula of 1914 of defending dsmooruacy
agiainst the terrible Run, with the sexceptién that now it is not done
as cautiously as in 1"9’1\4'bec..msé ‘there is no center. towirds which
the discontented workers can gravit.te. ‘ -

 The. liquidationist formuls of Trotsky and his Awerican repre-
sentutives Cannon and Shuctwan, offers the wsmbers of the J.P. omly
- the perspective of cntering either - the S.P. or C.P. (Johnscn, Hal let,
etec.) It is our duty to aguin rdise high the bannsr of Lonin, u—
round which the leftward moving workars can rally. Je realize that
toduy we wre in the Same ‘situation:is was Lenin uftexr the 1905 rev-
olution when reaction in Russiu caused thse cupitulation of wany.
But Jjust os Lenin's line and not that of the liguidutors triunaphed
in the end, so will we, for history is on our side. :

’ ! r .

s O o

L. Robsrts,

SULPLEMEND. 10 ARTICLE ON CaNNON-SHACIWAN.

The steudy stream of capitulations frow the Workers Party to
Stalinism which began soon after the Workers Party was founded iS
explained by Cannon and company on the ground that this was a right
wing tail of the Muste a4.#.P. force recoiling from dolshevismp, pexr-
sonffied by Carnon, Shactman and Wast! This is a distortion of the
~ essence of the question and is made by Cannon to cover up his anti-
Bolshevik liguidationist line. )

-+ Bapitulations to Stalinisw from the Internat ional ©onnunist
League -were not unknown before the naw orientation. ihe adoppion
~af the new orientation gave an ilmpétus to tendencics inelining in
that direction. There were desertions to ‘Stalinism from the Gorman
- Comunist League and the Polish Ssction.
.. lore important, ths new orisntation (liquidationism) removad . ..
.the principle base of the fight against Stalinism by abandoning the
principle of the political and organizational indepondence of the
Marxists, thereby making it impossible to fight Stalinisw and maXxing
capitulations to it inevitabls. Thus not only wero Csnnon and ¢ -
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RESCL UTION ON NEGOTIATIONS AND FUSION FITH THE

- LEAGUE FCR A REVOL UTIONARY Wop.xgﬁgs PARTY AND
THE ITALIAN LEFT FRACTION OF COMITUNISM.

1.

ng with the League for a Revol utionary Workszzs Party and
thénil‘gglggzgxaﬁ? F%ggtion of Communisu the'Rev?l utionaxry Yorkers League
must be guided by the following considerations: L oa 5 b
1¢ The principled 1inefd4§hthe Regol:t;ngzra%riﬁgrkers eague must be
matic basisg o o fused or 0N, - .
thg,%ﬁ?%ﬁgt&g;ﬁ; Workers League %pproached the probl ems invélve;d
from the standpeint of its line for building a Marxict Party in the U-
nited 'States to which these negofiiations and fusion are an auxiliary
Line. - . o 4 .
3. The situation invialved in the fusion of the RWL, LRWP and ILFG is
different frem that of the fusion of the (LA and AWP in fthe foll®ing
respacts: - v o ‘
°F a: The (LA, the Uarxist force, Was in decline and committed to a
% -liquidationist internationel 1lins,
b: The AWP was an activist, centrist organization moving to the
"~ . left even before the negotiations with it were beguun. ‘
6: The /(LA and AVP forces wers prectically equal organizationally,
in these negotiations ‘ .
8y The Marxist force, the Revolutionary.Workers Leagus, has &
-~ Marxist line nationally and internaetionally and is a groting
force with a pérspective of growth and activity either through
. ’ghe fus%on or without 1% should it fall through, through no
ault of ours, = L . ,
bt The League for a Revol utionary Workers Party is a sectarian.
- group with a centrist international and national 1ine, now mov-
* ing to the left thru our pressure in the negotiations,
.01 THe New York Group of the Italian Left Fraction of Communism,
‘ an ultra-ieft sectarian group, began to move tcward a Marxist
* position even before the negotiations . «opened. |
ds The relation of forces is overwhelmingly in favor of the Marx-
. iset force theoretically, politically and organizationally,
4. The problem inveolved in the’ negotiations and fusion are: .
8¢ The establishiment of‘a Marxzist programmatic basis for fusion.
bt The ubilization of the fusion, or negotiations aloge if fusion
is not possible, to advance on the basis of our line to the
fol ’fl‘céeon of the talskg confronting the organization in the next
© period,- ' R TR -

o3 The peliticel and organizational comsclidation of the Marxists.
f | | CoIr S |

.~ se

The'National Convention endorses the line of *‘bhe Political Committes
as ladid down in (L - the PC Resclution on ¥egotiations; (2 - The Me—
~ Tlons of the same date on that subject; 3 — The structural outline



~ for the Programmatic Draft, (4) The line of the first three sections

-og ghapter 1 and of the text of Chapter 4 - "The World Labor Move-
ment,
III. |

. The Convention instructs the Polcom (1) To continue the -
- tions to determine whether complete princ§pied agreement ggn %ggotia
reached, (2) To complete the Draft, (3) To submit it together with
geglpéte giganlzaﬁ%onal‘proposals for fusion to the N.C. which shall

onsiter the report and proposals of the Polcom and submit the -
gethgr with its recommengatgons.to the National Membersgig %ogmdgg-
cussion and its opinion. ' V
. iollowlng this referendum, the Political Committee shall proceed
- to a two month period of political and organizational collsboration
with the LRWP and ILFC. Final action shgll be taken by a Plenum of
the National Comm.ttee. : :
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Resolution on Stalinism.

The evolution of S talinism (which originated in the camp of
Marxism) from bureaucratic centrism, - expressing the pressure of
both the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, - to reformism, i.e. the
- instrument of the bourgeoisie, is procecding at a rapid, though un-
eéven pace. The basic factor determining the direction of this evolu-
tion has been the ever-increasing isolation of the Soviet Union.Upon
the basis of a series of defeats culminating in the Fascist victory
in Italy and the German defeat of 1923, and of the consequent tem-
porary consolidation of world capitalism and the exhaustion of the
Soviet Bopulat%on, nationalist moods arose in the Boviet masses out
of which arosef;t 1indsw and on the basis of which Stalinism came to
power. The theoretical expression of this tendency was the theory
of Socialism in one country which has spawned a vast progeny of re-
visionism in every sphere of Marxism, in theory and in practice.
Upon this non-Marxian basis Stalinism became the leader of revolution-
ary defeats throughout the world, resulting in an even more accentu-
ated isolation of the Soviet Union. :

Stalinist golicies are being shaped bg %he pressure of world
economy on the Soviet Union on the oneé han exerted both through
the non-proletarian forces in the Soviet Union, and directly by the

- world bourgeoisie), and by the pressure of the Russian proletarist

on the other, This proletarian pressure from within the Soviet Union
will continue to influence Stalinist policy (though to an ever-de-
creasing degree) as long as the dictatorship of the proletariat and

the workers' and peassnts' state based on it exist. As_a result
Stalinist policies within the Soviet Union formally fall within the

category of centrist (though more and more definitely right centrist)
while in the capitalist ccuntries they have already become reformist,
_ The Stalinist bureaucracy has been driven to rely more and more
on the support of certain capitalist states, through an alliance
w?th, and a complete subordination of the Communist Parties to, the
liberal bourgeosie in these countries, through the policies of the
People's Front and organic unity. This reformist policy of subor-
dination of the proletariat to the bourgeoisie has at the Seventh
World Congress been made the general policy of the Comintern, i.e.



not only fdr countries whose state support the Stalinist bureaucracy -
elther enjoys today or hopes to win tomorrow, but for all countries.

Through this adoption of a reformist policy for capltslist’
countries the Stalinist bureaucracy has become an 2lly snd instrument
of the bourgeolsie in the working-class camp and a rival of the old
established agency of the bourgeoisie, the Social Democracy. In the
capitalist countries the evolution of Stolinism from centrism to re-

formism has been completed. ,
Stalinism as a whole must still be characterized as centrist,

but its 'centrism is a transitory stage to reformism. It is caught

in between the steadily decreasing pressure of the material conquests
of' the October Revolution and the steadily increasing pressure of .
world economy. The direction of the evolution of . Stalinist policies -
within the Boviet Union unmistakeably follows that of their evolution
in the capitalist countriocs, i.e., from centrism to reformism, and
has already so greatly undermined the dictatorship and the economic
bases on which it rests that a social crisis of the greatest magni-
tude impends. But their final transformation 1s possible only on

the basls of the overthrow of the dictatorship of the proletariat

and the re-establishment of the rule of the bourgeoisie.. The only
force capable of preventing this and of restoring the full heritage
of the October Revolution and defending it against world imperialism
is a new communist party in the Soviet Union and the forces working
for a new communist international in the capitalist countries.

Cepies of the following documents Will ke gent
g ‘ upon request,

1~Hepdrt of the Washington Unempl oyed Conference.

=z~Repo;t 4f the New York fay Dﬁy-Demonstration.,

SwAn‘Open,Letter‘to Vincent Dunns on ths
Farmer4babqr Partj.

Thegs reports dlearly reveal ,by documentary

proof,the class gtruggle position of the

Revol utionary Workeras Leagus vs, the

class collaboration position of the

Stel inists,Social ists,and American Trotskyites
Who have entered the Socialist Party, ‘



- CONSTITUTION OF THE_REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS'! LEAGHE OF THE 0.S.

Article 1 - Name and Purpose

fection 1 - The name of this organization shall be the Revo-
lutionary Workers League of the U.S. Its purpose shall be to or-
ganlize a revolutionery Marxian l.e. a Communist, party based upon
the Leninist concept of democratic centralism, the education and
organization of the working ciass for the establishment of the Die~
tatorship of the Proletariat, fthe abolition of the capitalist
system and the establishment of the Communist society.

Article 2 ~ Membership

Section 1 - Any person who accepts the principles and tactics,
and submits to the disclpline, of the Revolutionary Workers League,
and agrees to engage actively in the work of the League shall be
eligible to membership. It 1s the aim of this organizaticn to have

in its ranks only those who participate actively in its work.

Section 2 - Applicants for membership shall sign an application
card reading as follows:

¥The undersigned, after having read the constitution and
program of the Revolutionary Workers League, declares
his adherence to the principles of the League, agrees
to submit to the discipline of the League, as stated in
its constitution, and pledges himself to engage active-
ly in its work."

Section 3 - Hvery member must join a duly constituted unit of
the League, There shall be nc members-at-large in cities where
there are established units. But in cities where there are no units
workers may Join the Revolutionary Workers League by application teo
the Political Committee which shall pass upon each applicatien., When
a member moves to a different city the Branch nust notify the P.C.
at once. .

Section 4 - All application cards must be endorsed by two per-
sons who have been members for not less than three months.

geptfén 5 ~ Applications for membership shall not be finally
acted upon until 3 months after presentation to the unit (branch),
and in the meantime applicant shall pay initiation fee and dues and
shall attend meetings and c¢lasses. He shall have = voice but no
vote. Proviso: thic rule shall not apply to the charter menmbers of
new units .nd to verwsre lofnihg thw-ReweléoAtoryT ariovr b
during the sixty duys following the fiBst nation: 1l convontion.

Section 6 - All members of the League must submit periodic
written reports on their =zchtivities.



Constitution -2

Article & - Onitz _of Organization

Section 1 - The establishment of the Shop Unit form of orgsni-

zation is the basic organizetional aim of the League. In the present
period the territorial branch shall be thp transitionsl form of
organization. When % or more comrades of one shep, mine, mill,

fac*ory etc., are alsc membars of the League o shop unlt shall be
td,bliuh";q.

Section 2 - The basic unit of the League shall consist of not

Lcss than B comrades nor more than 20 comrades,

Section ¥ - Languege branches and language lederations are pro-
nibited. Languawe fractions shall be organized of & or more compades
to ecarry on Lesgus achtivity in the language organizstions of the
difforent nationalitiss. These f'ractione shall be controlled by the
1 ; d
nrlts. Trangitionsl branches of comrades not speaking the
Erglish langusgs. can br organdzed (1) vhere no rcgular branch of the
P“IuV existss; (u) and until eithor a rbgular branch is constitutod
or a snfficient number join the trensition branch who speak the Eng-
lish language, thereby cnabling the tramsition branch to be inte-
grated into tha Party struciure. It shsall be compulsory for such
transitional branches to conduct a clags in Work:rs'! English.

Article 4 - Administration

Section 1 ~ "A1ll officers end committces of the League shall be
clected and removed by the membership in. accordsnce with the pro-
visions of the Congtitution. DBut the PolitiOal Committae shall de-
signate the Lesgue's eandidates for parliamentary campaigns and shall
be guided by the Leninist concept of selecting chiefly workers,

Scection £ - The supreme administrative body of the League shall
‘be Lhe Convention of the Lengue. :

Seetion 3 - Between the mectings of the convintion the suprome
body shall be the Central Comnittec elected by the convention. The
- Central Committee shall consist of 15 members. The convention ghall
‘9lso.elect alternates who shall take their placss as membors of the
Central Committee in casc of vocancieg in the order of their vote

ueczion Thb C.C, shasll elect from its membsrs a sub-com-

mittee of B mombars, who shall be known as the Political Ccmmittee.
The members of the Political Committzce shall live in the city in
which the Netional Committee shall carry on the work of thu League
under the supervision of the Central Committez. Two C.C. members
shall be elcected as nlternetes to the P.C. Cﬂﬂﬁ;aqto for the C.C.
at the time of election must heve been in tho rovolutionary move-

ment ‘for, at least, threc years of which onc yror must have boen in
R Lhu Rcvolutio rwiry Workers Losguc. (the second provision doks not
‘apply at the first nstional convention.)
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Section 5 - Roll-Call vote .... Any member of the NC can demand
a2 roll-csll vote of the NC bectween Plenums on any disputed motion of

~the Political Committee. The position of the PC stands and must be
executed, until and, if it is overruled. -

Section 6 - The Political Committee shall organize Plenums

évpry three months. ' When 50% or more members of the CC demand,the
PC shall organize s special Plenum.

Section 7 - City committees shall be organized whenever two ob
more branches are formed. ‘ ‘

Section 8 - District orgonizations shall be formed in those
industrial areas where the C.C. considers that we have a sufficient
base in units. When District Committees are set up in cities in:
which City Committees have previously been crented the City Comm.
shall be abolished and their functions taken over and discharged by
. the District Committees.

Article 5 - Press

Section 1 - The press of the League shall print the League
position.

Section 2 - Minority positions shzll appear in the press in
pre~convention discussions, and when the P.C. shall decide in between
convention discucsion periods te initiate a discussion on certain
questions. In such discussions the PC shnll start the discussion
with its positiaen.

Section 3 - When a member or membhers of the CC present a docu-
ment on questions upon which the Leoague does not have a position, or
docs not take a position, the CC members have the right to present
their position in the Leugue press.

Article 6 ~ Dues

Section 1 - No members arec exenpted from the payment of at

least the minimum dues. In special cases, however, local branches
are et liberty to provide payment for individual unecmployed unit

members from the unit treasury, upon vote of the unit. The CC is,
however, empowered to exempt a unit and its members Trom this re-

quirement, and to issue special unemployed stamps. Initiation 50¢.
Dues 504. Unemployed 104, '

Section 2 - Housewives, not employed, who are members of the
League, may on request be granted unemployed exempt staups.

Section 3 ~ Dues paying members of the youth organization, vwho
are simultaneously League members, shall on request be exempted
from the payment of dues in the League unit.



Constitution - 4

Section 4 - Members who are three months in arrears in payment
of dues shall cease te be memburs ian good standing and shall be so
notified by thc unit executive. Members six months in arrears shall .
be stricken from the rells of the League. ‘

Article 7 - Discipline

Section 1 ~ When necessary control commisgions shall be set up
by the Central, Pglitical, District or City Committees to deal with
- extraordinary violatioms of discipline or to luvestigate extra-
ordinary charges, or to lnquire into the distribution of time and
activity of the membership for the purpose of study and of facili-
tating a more efficient distribution by thée responsible bodies.

. Section 2 - The decisions of thé higher bodies of the League
shall be binding vpon all members of the League,

Bection 3 -~ A member or group of members may discent from the
decislong of the leading bodies but must subordinate his opinion

to that of the majority and carry out its decisions.

Section 4 - e e | . .
Any member or group of members violating the de-~
cisions of the governing bodies of the organization shall be subject
to disciplinary measures. ' '

Section 5 - Digcipiinary measures shall consist of censure,
removal from office, suspension and expulsion,

Section 6 - Grounds for disciplinary action shall include
violations of decisions, inactivity, carrying information to the
qlassmenemy and/or oppohent organizatiohs,,pOWﬁrdice in action,
scabbing, employment by the police and other actions and practices
whieh indicate attachement to or reconcilistion with bourgeois

. society. .

Section 7 - A member or group of members having twice been sus-

- pended, shall upon a third violation of discipline, be expelled from
the League, -

- Section 8 - A member or group of members upon being charged
with an offense, shall be prescnted with a written copy of the char-
ges against him in sufficien® “ime to prepare for his?or har)defense,

Section 8 - All charges shell be tried by a specially elected
trial committee, The trial committee can mske 1ts decision binding

only upon its acceptance by the body of which the accused is a
» member._ ' ,

o ’: SQCtiOn 10 ~ A member shall have the right to bring charges
- against any member of a higher unit, but the accused can only be

. tried by the body he (or she) is a member of, i.e.:unit, district

~ committee, national committee.

TE  meer
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Section 11 - Any member of the N.C. or P.C. may be expelled
only by a convention, but may be suspended by vote of the C.C.

Section 12 - Higher unlts,may review the disciplinary actions
of lower units or the failure of thege units to act after the prao-
cedure described above shall have been complied with.

Section 13 -~ Any member sunjected to disciplinary action shall
have the right to appeal to the next higher body, up to and includ~
ing the National Convontlon

Section 14 - Pending action on the appeal, the deélslon of the
organxzatlon having jurisdiction remains in fuli force and effect.

Article 8 -~ Natignal Conventlons.

Section 1 - The National Convention of the League shall be
held once a year. Special conventions shall te cslled by the N.C.
upon the demand of units or 1oca* executive ccmmlttees representing -
51% of the membership.

Section 2 - The call for the Convention, together with an
~agenda and the proposals of the Nstional Committee shall be issued
at least 60 days before the date of the Convention for discussion
in the local orgeriization and in the official publications.Special

conventions must be convened within two months of the demand.

Section 3 - When the Central Committee shal fail or refuse to
convene a special convention within the time specified above, the
units of the League, demanding the convention shall have the right
of setting up a Convention Organization Committee which shall have
all the rights of the Central Committee in connection with the call
ing of the Convention.

1

Section 4 - Representation at the Convention shall be propot-
tionally based upon the membersn¢p in good stdnﬁing au the time of
the Convention call, 1 Sotn, k :
Delegates to the conventions when ulsputed issued arlse shall be

elected on the basis of the votes Lor the peclitical resclutions

Section 5 - The Convention shall elect an Auditing Commission
which shall sudit the bocks of the League from time to time and re-
port to the following convention.

Article 9 - Fractions

Section 1 - Membore of the League in trade unions and other
mass organizations shall orgenize themselves into fractions for
common work within such orgirldltions. The work of a fraction
‘within a glven mass organization shall be under the direction and



Constitution - &

control of the League unit having jurisdiction over the League mem-
bers constituting the fraction. The membérs of a fraction must
work as a unit under sll circumstances. Violations of fraction
discipline shall be reparted to the proper organization of the
League for action,

Article 10 - Internal gﬁl;etig

Section 1 -~ The League shall publish an Internal Bulletin
under the jurisdiatlun of the P.C. at regular intervals, which
shall present important internal and international information for
the members. Disputed issues in the organization can be presented.
in the Internal in between Convention discussion periods only bg
declsicn of the Pplitiecal Committee.

Arficle 11 - Internstional Relations

Section 1 - The Revolutionary Workers League shall strive to
consolidate an Tinternational body of all groups and parties stand-
ing upon the same international principles as the prellminary struc-
ture for the Drg“nlzatzon of the Fourth International.

Article 12 - Amendments

Section 1 - ™ - Amendments shall be made to this Constitution
by majority vote of the National Convention.
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