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ISSUED BY REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE
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Vay 20, 1946

US COVand UNION LEADERS
UNITE ACAINST RAIL STRIKE

20,000 Chieago terminus railroad workers,
part of the 275,000 who stand ready to
defy the biggest strikebresking machine
in history, the ‘merican government, have
moved just one step short of demonstrat-

sverage wege increase demanded by the un-
ion should really be 16 cents. The 337
rail companies promptly agpeed-’..

o

This became their take=it-or-leave=-it

ing the ftrewendous pcwer of the working- offer to the workerss The rail -bosses

classs Only at the last moment under were safes If the workers tried to

combined pressure  of ; — gtrike the government

thoir own union "lead- | ‘ N ! would seize the roads

grs", A+Fe Whitney and C;_)me ic ‘fhe D‘Je‘ | and  declaring, "You

il. Johnston, and the ) , ; can't strike fgainst the.
government, did  they E&;T {i)()n 1 E%fﬂ\{} e government!" bresk- the

yicld to a five day Pl strike "in the name of

truce. EQ)LH SSVVCN(’ pd public welfars."

Once wagain, a small 1 t Federal 'seizure, "
group of workers (They , SEIZURE | reports the Chicago
are only about 275 thoue ’ f“'AKES THIS WEAPON | Daily News, "is no more
sard out of 50 million | X - fROM THE WORKERS H.NDS | than 'tokon government
gainfully employed  in ] : gDHEN Tﬁ@ER THE SAME WAGES | possession's " Indeed §
the Ue 5,3 has the oppor- | .ND WORKIKG CONDITIONS, THE | The same management
‘tuplty -t0 demonstrate l WORKER MUST FIGHT THE BOSS IN in control, the same
its.pewer. Their strike:| THE ARENA OF ARBITRLTION. owners collect the pro-
“an tie up most of Amers } THE JORKER HiS COME TO THE | fits. -
ican industry; | ARDNA JITHOUT HIS SWORD.

Trucks can

. handle only 16 percent of
the freight and

girplanes and Dbuses an

" even smaller part of the passenger ser-
vices Mail will be stopped. Food 2and
fuel will stand unmoved. The bosses of
industry will lose untold millions in
prefitse - :

Only by this action can the “railrosd
men gain their demands, r=21d =2t every step
the reilroad bosses have used the governs
mont to block this action.

Flrst the workers were made to wait a
month whllo the governnecnt Mt efotm f inding"
board passed- judgment that tha 22:4 cents
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BN crark st cit

Under the government seizure ordery
Charles Hs Buford,  executive vice-presi-
dent of the Milwaukee Road has been ap=
pointed federal manager of 337 railroads
end the rest of the ‘officials ars merely
deputized into the govornment- _ Nothing
c¢lsc has changed. ’

Nothing. ZExcept +that now a railroad
worker cen be put in jeil for simply says

ing out loud thst other railroad mén
ought to go out:on strike. He can stay’
out himself but  he ies forbiddon from

telling others td follow him. He is fore
bidden “to. urge, to publicize, to in-
struct, to -piekot--in short, to take eny

organlzcd strlkr actlon- He is fcrbldgaa
to strike. 4

Should the railroad workers strike a-
gainst the g\overnmont? ~Government ‘sotz= -
ure of the roils'merely thangos them from °
the lcft hand to - theo right: hsnd of tho
samo bossess Reilroad workers, if they -

(t paaa,Z) :

is ..



7 ﬂ"‘@re S hHﬂ way ﬂm s

Tho BLlck plant shut down on

broucht some - mechinery and personncl from Milwaukeo snd bcvan its
Tho former Buick workers Wwho =re-hero in tho plent find that th
Wages ostablished when Ge M¢ wng hero aro only thln"s ofthe peste
no longor , recognized by the neow owrerships The Farn Equipmont
who represent the Harvester mpn in other
for control at the Labor Board election. Meentime, we arc subject’
sult, abuse, and the lowest wages peid in any mass production plant.
Since the Stalinist dontrblled FEWA union has obtained one of
tracts in the other Hervester, plants, for a mads pnoductién industry
by reteining the UAW we will E
irol &and to improve our conditions. here.
“Your Frlehd, i.
EDITORIAL NOTE: Fowier McCormick, cheirman of Thternationsl Harves
sonference this-week that aftEr the settlement of the throé month stri
"The men went right to works.+and schsdules were exceeded." He rpg
counting new additions to the| plants thdy are producing "about $400,
year compared with a 1941 rate of $361,000,000."
That Harvesters can now wring nearly 10 per cent more production
is clear evidence of -the kind of contract FEWA has gotten its worker:
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:hcurly F Wege. rose
poriod.

cnlyAl
The - miners' re

On Wednecday, three days aﬁter John Le Byt how hes Lewis Tg
Lewis had declarcd a truce in the c¢oal facts?! By timing .the
strikc, 128,000 mincrs had sill refused spring when cosl Uussage

WorF
plants, has moved in end is
t

t

‘facts is--strikoe actlon.v.

rs of America,
now contending

i speed up, in-
o .worst céon=

\I belisve that

ave better Opportuhltj to flght for reh@ and file con-

Ler told @ press

ike,
paled that not
D00,000 a fiscal

|

Erbm its workers
B e

531% in the .seme
epcnse to *these

sponded to these
strike call in

to go back to worke Thus almost a third:
of the striking mincrs demonstrated that
it is they who arc on strike, not John L.
Lowis, as the newspapors and radio would
have us think. - - “and living.

Lewis is merely a talklng p01nt to While Lewis and the mi
raige a hysteria against the mine workers’ shout at each other,
in particular and against the working- between the industrialist
class in general.: Lewis has g notorious themselves.

by keoplng the strike dd
of the miners® basic nee
not only a heglth fund; t
change in the entire lev

Yo rere fund

Here both th

is decl1n1ng»and
ds far short

-3

Miners ne® """

ey need a bagic -

1 of their work
can do thig.
nel barons merely

and the miners
o' bosses and the

thp resl . flght is

record in the.use of goons to shoo} down. Lewis burocreecy-sro -cbetaples toovercomey
militant  workers and in s&lllng' out’ From this strugglc we|workers in Cpi- |
strikes. Remembering his 1919, '22, and ¢azo cen sce this importg ideat That
'27 coel strikes, thousends deeplan hims. vunless werkers establiisi progressive

The récent coal strile ig re$pcnse
not to Lewis, but to very Brlm faegts from
which employers would like toﬁdxvert our
minds: (1) Ths Buresu bf Minos r@ports
that in the last 15 years 17,?72 ‘
ware killed and - 790,991, 1n3ured
Miners occupational diseases
asthma and T B-

condztlons,

ths Lowis's,
"lgaders"

‘are townn, hgve ro chowce
geinst both the boss\and

Gbicngo workers on the
-local unions shéu
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abled miners in Kentucky dra

woek)s (4) No basic pay raipe

grhnted since 1941 (for soft ¢ Z
180, rasultiag fron 1ncre‘

i meshanyggiigngl pine quners' r

up 582 between '38 ‘end 45 yhile bBasi

groups in their own wunio
rank-and-filo contrel an

of their str1p~ wi
ou&;energ1es while vt win|y
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