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JOBS, NOT GUNS!

Drive For Twice-Monthly
CHALLENGE in Final Lap

The drive to secure a $500 re-
serve fund and 350 special sub-
scriptions in order to insure the
publication of the CHALLENGE
OF YOUTH as a twice monthly
paper instead of the present
monthly is enterng its final
stage.

The energies of the YPSL have

been concentrated on realizing
the organizational basis of what
the last National Council meet-
ing of the YPSL called a politi-
cal necessity—the doubling of
the frequency of the appearance
of the CHALLENGE. The Na-
tional Council declared that the
imminence of the next imperial-
ist war and the necessity of pro-
pelling the youth to fight for its
right to live demanded that the
CHALLENGE double its fre-
quency of appearance.

The remaining several weeks
must see a successful termina-
tion of the $500 fund campaign.
With the next issue, which will
be the first twice-a-month CHAL-
LENGE, the YPSL expects to
have raised every penny of the

fund, and to publish a list of
greetings and ads in the special
gala issue being planned for the
inauguration of the twice
monthly.

This expectation is based upon

the support which branches of
the Socialist Workers Party,
units of the YPSL, and friends
of the revolutionary youth move-
ment are expected to give tothe
drive. Members of the YPSL
are visiting SWP branches with
ad blanks and personal greeting
lists. Fifteen hundred copies of
the present issue of the CHAL-
LENGE OF YOUTH are being
mailed to a select list of SO-
CIALIST APPEAL subscribers
with a covering letter asking for
contributions and subscriptions.
With the present issue, the
CHALLENGE OF YOUTH
reaches a new high in circula-
tion. Beginning last August,
with a new format and use of
two colors, the circulation has
steadily mounted from a paid
circulation of less than 2,000 to
over 5,200 for the May issue.

I Almost Expected a Raise!

Ngrhen T first came to work

for the Amalgamated Shoe Co.
my boss called me to one side.

“1f I pay you the $15 a week
that I offered,’”’ he said, ‘“I'll on-
‘ly be able to keep you for a
short time. If you’'ll accept $12
though, I can promise you a per-
manent job. And if you make
good and if things get better you
can be sure that I ‘‘take care of
you.n

I must have looked the way I
|« felt. After all, the job had been
advertised for $15. . . So he con-
tinued, “I’'m & mean of my word
and I'll pay the $15 if you insist.
But,.believe me, that would be
a very short sighted view."

WHAT TO DO?
said

-

! wanted the 15 bucks I
he'd keep me a few
then let me go. I

- sell
household gadge
b. So I took the $12. What
yuld I do? ‘
‘When I had work&dn for :
Amalgamated three years
was making $18 a week: And

My Kind-Hearted Boss

By J. LAWRENCE

when I say worked, I mean just
that. We put in 8 hours a day,
six days a week and that’s not
counting the nights we worked
overtime up to ten and eleven
o’clock for a lousy 50c worth of
supper money, or the Sundays
we came in to get stuff ready for
early Monday shipment for
which he'd give us an extra
buck. But Mr. Ross—that’s my
boss—was forever telling us how
good-hgareed he was.
I GET SORE

‘“Look, Jay,” he’d say to me,
“what other employer in these
times would have raised your
pay 50% in three years?’” (He
always talked in percentages, it
sounded better). Once he got me
really sore and I pointed out
that actually he’d only given me

times. He didn't have any come-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Graduates Must Fighf

For Right to Live

Within the next month, from high schools and colleges all |

~over the country this year’s graduates will pour into the world.
Still ringing in their ears they will hear the florid phrases of the
commencement addresses—*“Young men and young women, go
forth! You possess those peerless prizes, youth, strength, ability.
Make a place for yourself in the world!” Still fresh in their
minds is the knowledge and training they have gained. All they
need now are jobs at which to put their abilities to work. They
still hope “to make their way in the world”.

How cruel is the disillusionment which awaits them. The
greatest majority of these graduates are condemned in advance
to enter into and further swell the ranks of America's now

7,000,000 unemployed youth.

This is not to imply that these new graduates are blind, that
they are not aware of the widespread unemployment which
exists. They know it—but hope springs eternal. . . They are
young, they have special talents, they have received the most
modern training. Each feels—"even if only a few of us get jobs,

”

surely I will be one. . .

But like those who graduated last year and the year before,
like those who will never be able to go to school long enough to
graduate, they will soon learn differently. They will know the
gnawing demoralization that sets in with continued unemploff—
ment. They will feel their knowledge fading from their brains,
their talents shrivelling within them. They will know the horror
of feeling useless, scraps of humanity consigned to the dust heap

before they have even started.

(Continued on Page 3)

Condition

of Youth

Revealed by Reports

‘NoP!ace for Youth’
Says Dr. Zachry

There is no room for youth in
the United States under capital-
ism according to Dr. Caroline B.

Zachry of the Progressive Edu-
cation Association.

‘““There is no place for youth
in industry, In the professions,
or in other areas,” Dr. Zachry
stated in a speech revealing the
results of five years of study.
‘““As a result we now ask young
people to go back and remain
children until we are ready for
them.”

A significant finding of the
study was that few youth were
free of worry. Above everything
else youth is worried about its
éventual place in society.

As a result, a grave situation
has arisen, youth are afraid that
they cannot be used in society in
a constructive capacity. They
are just shuffling along, without
any sort of philosophy, without
any hope for the future, accord-
ing to the study.

Youth Want Own Homes

The personal problems that
entered the lives of the youth
studied were all more or less
connected with making a living.
They are worried about getting
jobs so that they can get mar-
ried and set up their own homes.

(Continued on Page 3)

Crisis Bars Youth's
Chance of Marriage

According to Homer P. Rainey
of the American Youth Commis-

sion, the prospect of marriage,
home and family is becoming in-
creasingly impossible for thou-
sands of youth. In a discussion
of this question at the University
of North Carolina, Dr. Rainey
called it a ‘““major depression
problem.” He said that every
year about 2,250,000 young peo-
ple reach the age of ‘“marriage-
ability.”” In the last five years,
750,000 young people who wanted
to get married, were unable to,
because they didn’t have jobs or
the money for setting up a home.

Swell Way to Start!

The time when Joe Jones went
through school, walked into a
job, and then naturally got mar-
ried, is long past. Today when
Joe Jones leaves school he’s got
to be ready to wait around for
a few years for a job. As,a re-
sult, he has to adk the girl to
wait for a couple of years. Very
often when the girl has waited
for two or three years, there's
still no chance of starting a
home of their own. So Joe and
his girl take a long chance on
getting married and living with
the in-laws. A swell way to start
married life!

* (Continued on Page 38)

3-POINT PROGRAM FOR
JOBS

1. Youth WPA Projects in-
stead of NYA handouts; a 20
billion dollar housing pro-

gram.
2. $40 per month to needy
college students; $20 per

month to needy high school
students WITHOUT RELIEF
BUREAU CERTIFICATION.

3. Transfer the two-billion
dolar war budget to provide
youth with jobs and a chance
to live, instead of guns and
death.

JOB CAMPAIGN
BULLETINS

ST. PAUL, Minn.—The !ocal
branch of the Urban League.
Negro civic organization, has
gone on record endorsinzg the
‘““‘Jobs-for-Youth’’ campaign ini-
tiated by the Young People’s So-
cialist League.

NEWARK, N. J.—The ‘“‘Jobs-
for-Youth''c ampaign spurted
ahead on the local front in the
last weeks with endorsements by
the Workmen’s Circle branch
107, the Liberal Club of the Uni-
versity of Newark and the Work-
ers Relief and WPA Union.

The latter organization is cir-
culating the ‘‘Jobs-for-Youth”
petition. Its organ, THE HUN-
GER FIGHTER, calls upon job-
less youth to throw their support
behind the campaign.

CHICAGO—With endorsements
from Locals 1, 16. and 35 of the
Illinois Workers Alliance and
from the Jane Adams Club of
the Young Circle League, the
‘“‘Jobs-for-Youth’ campaign lo-
cally has become a serious fac-
tor in the jobless and youth
movements.

MINNEAPOLIS — Acting upon
therecomm endation of the Job
Stewards’ Committee, the Youth
Section of the Federal Workers
of Truck Drivers Local 544 went
on record supporting the three-
point ‘“‘Jobs-for-Youth’’ program
of the Young People’s Socialist
League.

New Deal General
For Conscripfion

“It might not be a bad thing
to imitate one thing in the totali-
tarian states, and to force every
youth whether rich or poor; to
give six months to a year of his
life to the state, either in labor
service or in military service or
a combination of both.” Thus
spoke General Robert E. Wood
in a speech to the Young Men’s
Supper Club of Boston.

And who is this General Wood
who is for tossing six months to
a year of the lives of the youth
to the defense and slave labor of
a rotten capitalist system, which
cannot feed nor supply jobs for
the millions of jobless youth?
Perhaps a dyed- in -the - wool
Tory? No! He is adviser to Sec-
retary of Commerce Harry Hop-
kins, first New Dealer in the
land. :

When it comes to defending
their system, all capitalists,

whether they voted for Roosevelt
or Landon, sing the same song.

|
l

FAKE CONTEST
NYA REPLY T0
JOB DEMANDS

CHICAGO—The National Youth
Administration of Illinois, under
the supervision of William J.
Campbell, has begun its own
“Jobs for Youth’’ campaign. The
action followed close on the heels
of the uproar created at the re-
cent West Side NYA conference
held in this city, at which the
three-point program of the
Young People’s Socialist League
to provide jobs for youth was en-
thusiastically greeted and at-
tempts to gag the discussion of
it led to an uproar.

Known as the ‘‘Job-Creation
Contest,”” the NYA campaign is
an obvious fake and fraud. It
cannot solve —or even slightly
improve—the condition of unem-
ployed youth.

That the scheme offers nothing
for youth has been secretly ad-
mitted by the leading figures
who supervise the Illinois NYA.
Among .themselves, these NYA
heads quite frankly admit that
they are up a tree as far as
doing anything for jobless youth
is concerned. The only reason
they have begun such a cam-
paign is to further befuddle the
youth and to advertise the NYA
to prevent its liquidation, which
would include the jobs of the
bureaucrats.

Although those NYA heads
who know of the YPSL ‘‘Jobs
for Youth' program have pub-
licly denounced it as ‘‘impos-
sible” at the NYA meeting at
which it was presented, they

THE ROOSEVELT SMILE

BUT WE CAN'T LIVE ON IT

have admitted in private conver-
sations that ‘‘these boys (the
YPSL) have something there’'!
The ““Job-Creation Contest’ is
open to any person under the age
of 25 years who is a resident of
the state. All one has to do is
to submit some new idea on how
to make a living for yourself.
This, according to Mr. Campbell,
will make ‘“hundreds of unem-
ployed youth think their way to

test’”’ will attempt to solve the
unemployment problem by of-




CHALLENGE

Or  YOUTH

Convention a Pairiotic Gab-Fest

: NEW YORK—A typical example of the devotion of the Young
- Communist League to the democratic principles it so loudly

. preaches was seen here when
pounced upon and severely beat
Socialist
delegates

- The , responding alertly
to the issues facing the Stalinist
youth convention and its New
York division was present at the
Madison Square Garden mass
meeting which opened the con-
vention wlt.h.a printed leaflet ex-
posing the reactionary and jingo
nature of the speech which Earl
Browder was to make. The leai-
let predicted Browder’'s speech
to a T. At this distribution one
member of the YPSL was sepa-
rated from his comrades and at-
tacked by a Stalinist goon squad
and slashed across the forehead.
He required hospital treatment.

Reject Browder’s Invitation
At the final session of the YCL
convention, several members of

the YPSL: were present distrib-
uting a statement of two former
YCLers, Ruth Powell and Lil-
lian Brown, who declared that
they ‘‘reject Earl Browder's in-
vitation to collective suicide in
the coming imperialist war’’ and
announced their adherence to
the YPSL (4th Int.) One of the
distributors was . so severely
pummeled by a score of ‘“demo-
cratic’”” YCLers that he was
prostrate - on the sidewalk for
several minutes, dazed from the
blows*he had received.

The convention itself, in which
lectures on ‘‘democracy’’ by the
Stalinist leaders were inter-
spersed with hot swing sessions,
was characterized by the typi-
cal Stalinist unanimity in ‘‘ac-
cepting’’ the pro-war and pro-
capitalist line which was handed
down by the leadership. There
was absolutely no free or critical
discussion at any of the sessions.
At those sessions where impor-
tant political issues were taken
up, the CP and YCL leaders laid
down the line. The rank and file
delegates were allowed to par-
ticipate vocally only in those ses-
sions where routine organization-
al matters were discussed.

Keynote Speech

The keynote speech to the
convention was made by Ear!
Browder, in which he called for
a third term for Roosevelt. It
is significant that in the very
same speech he was forced to
admit that it was precisely the
same Roosevelt who was re-
sponsible for the ‘‘shameful’
embargo on Loyalist Spain.
Browder also issued what re-
signing YCLers were later to call
his invitation to collective sui-
cide in the coming imperialist
war of Morgan and Rockefeller.

The report of the YCL Nation-
al Secretary, Carl Ross, was an-
other masterpiece of flag-wav-
ing. Ross declared that ‘“‘we
(the YCL) are patriotic Ameri-
cans guided by a desire to de-
fend our country.”

Three months after the YPSL
had initiated its Jobs for Youth
Campaign, Ross suddenly woke
and raised the slogan of the
outh’s Right to Work. But he
did not suggest the far-reaching
and comprehensive points em-
in the 3-point program of

8

Enter Foster

s By the time the third day of
the convention rolled around, the

‘the YCL repre-
old days ‘‘when

a group of Stalinist hoodlums
members of the Young People’s

League (4th Int.) who were distributing leaflets to the
the 9th national convention of the YCL.

itself up as a respectable bour-
geois organization.

It passed a by-law providing
for the expulsion of any YCLer
“‘guilty of association with Trot-
skyites.”” And it also passed a
by-law declaring that ‘“‘any YCL
member who advocates the over-
throw of the American govern-
ment by force' (Daily Worker)
would be expelled. With these
by-laws it served public notice
to any YCL members who still
believe in such ideas as revolu-
tion that they had better go
elsewhere.

Negroes' Chances
Slim, Report Says

By MAE SHERMAN

Are you a Negro trying to get
an education? And are so mis-
guided as to want to necome a
doctor, dentist, or mechanical
engineer? Do you have the chil-
dish illusion that you could make
a good chemist, if given half a
chance?

Well, if there is any basis for
‘the annual report of the New
York Urban League you might
as well forget it. It points out
that the educators say in effect,
“since the door of opwvortunity
is closed to you, there is no jus-
tifiable reason why you should
prepare yourself for that which
aoes not exist.”

Negroes Earn 50% Less

That this policy of discrimina-
tion, this policy that says the
Negro doesn’'t need an educa-
tion, doesn’'t deserve a white-
collar job, is effective, is shown
in the Urban League’s report
that ‘‘the average annual earn-
ings of the poorer half of the
Negro families of New York City
is less than 50% of the average
annual earnings of the poorer
half of white families.”” When
the Negro is given a jobh, he is
paid half the starvation wages
which they pay their white work-
ers.

The Urban League found fur-
ther that among the Negroes as
among the white workers, it is
the youth who are the hardest
hit. ““Of the more than fifteen
thousand who registered at the
Urban League for guidance or
employment, more than half
were under 25 years of age.
Many of them had to drop out of
school in the fourth ana fifth
grades, without any technical
training, and for the most part
were unprepared for placement,
even if jobs were available.”

Begging Brings Nothing

It is in itself noteworthy that
the Urban League, conservative
to the hilt, supported by ‘““upper’’
class charity, is forced to make
these damning admissions. Their
understatement and half-apolo-
getic tone cannot weaken 'the
power of the facts their experi-
ence has disclosed. The Negro
youth together with young peo-

ple everywhere have learned
that begging and bending the
knee will get them nothing. The
report itself indicates what they
are headed for:

- “The despair and tragedy of
Harlem today is its vast army
of young men and young wo-
men, unemployed, adrift, loll-
ing about street corners, no
place to go, nothing to do.
Perhaps never at any time or
any place has there existed a
more fertile soil for breeding
delinquency, crime, and total-
itarianism.”

Crime and fascism, this is the
path onto which American cap-
italism is pushing the negro and
white youth alike. .
~ But this is not the only alter-
native. For it is not true that the
Negro youth have ‘“no place to
go, nothing to do.” Their place

| is with the revolutionary Social-
.mwvement,tndtheirjobis

 join the Young Peoples Social-

L|ist League in its fight for

right to live. ,

What of the youth who have
been lucky and have found a
,0b_in this era of the ‘‘Locked-
Out Generation’ ? How lucky are

shey? Are they much better off
hen the 7,000,000 jobless youth?
Let’s see what's happening to
some of these lucky working
south.

One of the largest industries
'mploying mostly youth is radio;
he age of the overwhelming ma-
ority of the workers being from
.8 to 25. Fifty-eight percent of
hese workers are young girls.
Jf the 50,000 or so radio work-
:'rs employed in the non-union
hops throughout the country,
bout 15,000 of them work in the
center of the open-shop industry
—Chicago.

Today there exists in the non-
union radio parts field an unbe-
lievable amount of brutality and
exploitation at the lowest pos-
sible wages. In these plants
young girls, threatened with the
loss of their jobs in case they
protest, are forced into working
outside of their regular hours
and submit to the slightest
whims and desires of the bosses
and their henchmen.

Forced to be ‘‘Hostesses’

Frequently during Radio As-
sociation conventions and exhi-
bitions the girls are forced to
work at these conventions as
hostesses until all hours of the
night. The companies also run
private parties for the buyers at
which the plant girls are used
as nothing less than unpaid pros-
titutes! Salesmen are conducted
through these plants by the su-
perintendants and pick out the
girls they want to spend the
night with! If one girl refuses to
submit to this legal rape there
are always thousands of other
desperate young girls in the
army of unemployed youth ready
to step in and take her job.

Wages in these shops are very
low. Eight to twelve dollars a
week is the average wage of the
young radio worker. For this
unliveable wage the girls and
boys of the radio industry under-
go the most severe conditions.
The tiring and nerve-straining
speed-up system plus the worst
of health standards are a part of
the open-shop plants.

One of the operations along
the line in producing a radio is
the coil dipping process. Here
the workers have to dip coils
into a certain chemical which
has an injurious odor that burns
the lungs, nroduces fainting
spells in the, hot summer
months, spoils the digestive sys-
tem and produces other such “‘in-
dustrial diseases.”” These condi-
tions can very easily be reme-
died by the installation of ven-
tilation fans. But workers are
cheap and fans cosi money.

Many Injuries

Safety devices are rarely at-
tached to the punch-press and
riveting machines. As a result
of this it is an everyday occur-

IGIRLS FORCED TO WORK AS
'HOSTESSES' BY RADIO FIRMS

rance for the workers who opei-

! ate these machines to mest with

some sort of injury. In innu-

erable cases fingers are
smashed by the machines or am-
putated outright.

Some of the worst plants,
where all of the above conditions
exist, are in Chicago where a
vigorous campaign is being con-
ducted to unionize these plants
by the United Electrical Machin-
ists Radio Workers TUnion
(C10.).

One of these plants, which em-
ploys from 300 to 500 youth, has
been nicknamed the ‘‘whore-
house of the radio industry’ by
the radio workers of Chicago.
Radio workers claim that it is
guilty of all of the above evils—
speed-up, bad working condi-
tions, long hours and the previ-
ously described ‘‘legal’ rape.
Similar conditions existed at the
Climax Radio Corp., until they
were stamped out by the militant
union that won the plant.

The Belmont Radio Corp., em-
ploying 500 youth, uses what is
known in the Chicago radio in-
dustry as the ‘‘bell system.”
That is, between a two second
interval (after which a bell
rings) each worker is suposed
to finish the particular process of
his. If a worker is slow and he
or she slows up the line a num-
ber of times the worker is fired
outright. Bad health conditions
along with a terrific speed-up
leaves the worker too exhausted
for any type of recreation after
work.

Use Stool-Pigeons

One of the most infamous Chi-
cago plants is the Zenith Radio
Corp., which is known as the
“Ford of radio.’”” Here in this
enormous plant employing 3,000
young workers there exists a
nerve-wracking speed-up, a large
and well trained force of stool-
pigeons, and employment quali-
fications which includes an anti-
union blacklist. It is next to im-
possible for Jews to get a job
in this plant. Workers are afraid
to talk and are distrustful of one
another. Union organizers at-
tempting to distribute leaflets at
the plant are beaten up by hired
thugs. An example of the cruel
efficiency employed by this plant
is the following:

In the summer of 1938 a girl
worker wrote in chalk on one of
the loading trucks: “Don’t Be a
Sucker! Join the C.I.O.!”" The
stool pigeons unable to find the
culprit fired 90 of the girls work-
ing in the vicinity of the loading
truck.

These are but a few examples
of what the “‘lucky’ job-holding
youth in the non-union radio in-
dustry have to contend with., Un-
til these young workers organize
into a powerful and militant un-
ion and force the bosses to give
in and abolish all of the above
conditions there remains noth-
ing left for them but continual
employment as slaves to their

unscrupulous, profit-mad bosses.

(Continued from Page 1)
back to that, he just gave me a
dirty look and walked away. It
didn’t stop him any though be-
cause when I asked him for a
raise a couple of months later
he started giving me the busi-
Tiess about being the only em-
ployer in the world who: had
raised his employee’s wages
50% in such a short period.

So you can understand how I
felt about what happened only a
‘ew weeks agor It was slack in
the shipping room and he hnad
brought me upstairs to work on
some records in his office. While
we were sitting there, him puff-
ing his cigar and me checking
lists of figures, he suddenly
asked me, ‘‘Jay, what sort of an
income does your family have?”

I figured it up. There’s the $15

I give in to the house and the:

jour ability to

My Kind-Hearted Boss

$7 that my sister Anne who
works in the 5 & 10 gives in.
Counting what my father was
able to pick up in odd jobs. . .
‘‘About $25 to $28 a week for the
six of us,” I said. And you can
bet that I emphasized that word
“‘six’’. I thought maybe he was
figuring on giving me that raise
and I wanted him to know that
I needed it bad.

“What!’”’, he said.

‘““Maybe a dollar more or a
dollar less,” I said.

He just looked at me. ‘“‘Unbe-
lievable,””,” he said, ‘“‘How do
you do it? God knows I'm not an
extravagant man but I don’t see
how anyone can get along on
less than $100 a week.””

That’s all he said. No mention
of a raise. Just admiration for
get along on 28
bucks a8 week. i

| IN THE LEAGUE

By IRVING BERN
National Organizational Secretary

JOBS FOR YOUTH CAM-
PAIGN—Chicago is doing the
best job on this gampaign, as
one can see from the many ar-
ticles in this and previous is-
sues of the CHALLENGE. New-
ark is also doing a bang up job.
They have returned more filled
out petition blanks than any
other section. The return of pe-
titions from other sections is
comparatively slow thus far. An
immediate check up should be
made because from all reports
there are many completed peti-
tions in the local offices of the
League.

TWICE - A - MONTH CHAL-
LENGE—The comrades seem to
take for granted the Twice-a-
month CHALLENGE by July.
We all know that this step will
tremendously aid our work and
that all our readers desire such
a step. But unless we raise $500
it will be impossible to get it out.
So—to work all you laggards
and stragglers.

DUES—BYy checking the finan-
cial reports we note a growing

laxity in dues payments. Any
loss of revenue to the National
Office cripples our efficiency.
And since our main income is
dues, we have been severely
handicapped several times dur-
ing the past month. It is also
important for every comrade to
remember that if you are three
months behind in dues you lose
all privileges of membership.
» ., 0%

UNIFORMS—Due to the many
other financial demands that our
organization has made on the
membership, we haven’'t been
stressing payment on the uni-
form. But we will soon turn on
the steam to put the League in
uniform in time for summer ac-
tivities.

HERE AND THERE IN THE
LEAGUE—Only 2,000 ‘“Youth
Want Jobs” pamphlets left. . . .
Are all the comrades wearing
the official YPSL button? . . .
A very successful convention
was held by the Chicago Division
sevral weeks ago. . . . We are
informed that A. Leibeck, at
last, made his first speech and
it was pretty good.

Ti;e Challenge Brigade

By RUTH WILNER

The bank balance in our check
book shows that we are ap-
proaching the $200 mark in the
Drive for the Twice a Month
CHALLENGE OF YOUTH. This
is a good starter, but the next
three weeks will have to see
some real whirlwind activity on
the part of every comrade in the
League to raise the rest of the
$500 revolving fund.

Many sections have set them-
selves quotas to be achieved by
June 1. The New York Division
pledges $175 by that time, Los
Angeles intends to make up for
its delinquency in the Fund
Drive by raising $50 for the
Twice-A-Month. Philadelphia, a
comparatively small section,
puts places like Boston to shame
by pledging $25 for the CHAL-
LENGE, and puts Newark's
pledge of $15 in the shade. Max
Weinrib writes from Chicago
that his division will raise a min-
imum of $50. And in a letter
from Frisco we find $10 in cash
and a total pledge of $35 for the
Twice-A-Month. Other sections
have written that they will do
everything they can to raise
money, but haven't made defi-
nite pledges.

A comrade in N. Y. who
doesn’'t make much more than
$20 a week, personally contrib-
uted $25. . . . A seaman comrade
walked off his ship and into the
N.O. and left with $15 less in
his jeans. . . . The Downtown
Branch of the Party in N. Y. C.
is the first Party branch to send
greetings to the Twice-A-Month,
to the tune of $5. Other amounts
have been contributed by various
individuals.

If, during the next weeks,
division, unit and individual
comrade make the Campaign
for. the Twice-A-Month the ma-
jor activity of the League, we’ll
g0 over the top with a bang.
“ontact every friend and sympa-
nizer for greetings, donations

'nd special offer subs, plan af-

fairs for the CHALLENGE,

shake your collection cans under

everybody’s nose. . . . Get be-

hind the Drive!
L

- *

We haven’'t had many reports
of sales of the May issue. But
we were sure that Sammy
PORTNEY wouldn’t let us down.
And sure enough, Sammy re-
ports that he sold 150 copies this
month—50 better than last time,
and, so Sammy says, 50 less
than next time. We’'re rooting
for you, Sammy! (Anyone who
wishes to challenge Sammy'’s
title of Star Salesman of the
League can do so by writing to
the Business Manager.)

Flash from the Anti-Fascist
Front!—On Friday, May 12, the
Joe Hill Unit of the New York
Y.P.S.L.. met the challenge of
the brazen Coughlinites in the
neighborhood by conducting a
militant counter-demonstration.
Three Coughlinites were selling
the anti-semitic, anti-labor rag,
‘‘Social Justice’ at 181st St. and
St. Nichglas Ave. when several
members of the Joe Hill Unit
came upon them. Fortified with
a supply of CHALLENGES they
swung into action. 33 of the pa-
pers were sold to the tune of
anti-fascist slogans. A fist fight
would have broken out if the
large crowd which gathered had
not scared away the Fascists by
its evident hostility. o

L . -

Fifty Stalinists or Stalinist
sympathizers have been wonder-
ing how come the ‘Trotskyo-
Fascists” are conducting a mili-
tant campaign for Jobs for
Youth. At the leaflet distribu-
tion and CHALLENGE sale con-
ducted by the New York Divi-
sion at the Madison Square Gar-
den rally of the Young Commu-
nist League, which preceded the
opening of their National Con-
vention, more than 50 papers

were sold to the Stalinists enter-
ing the meeting.
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FIVE TINTYPES

Graduation Day Interviews

ON HIS WAY UP

My name is John I am grad-
uating from high ool with a
949% average. I h my future
all planned out, I going to go

.to college, of course, even if I
have to work my mother to her
last bone for it. (She really
doesn’'t mind.) I will, of course,
get brilliant marks. After grad-
uation from college I will then
proceed to go to law school.

By this time I expect to have
found a millionaire who will
adopt me as his protege, even if
I have to marry his daughter to
- get him to do it. I will not go to
any ordinary law school but to
an exclusive one as befits a per-

son of my talents and upbring-

W.P.A., HERE | COME!

My name is Bill S. To tell you
the truth, I really don't know

what I'm going to do after I
graduate. I was a pretty good
student but I won't be able to g0
to college. You see, Dad’'s been

out of work now for several
months since he lost his job as
a ‘bookkeeper ( he’d had it for
onwards of 17 years now) and I
guess I won't be able to go to
college.

., But there really isn't much a
‘. fellow like me can do. Dad sort
of hoped I'd be able to become
an educated fellow or some sort
of professional, so he made me

take the general course and as a

HOLLYWOOD-BOUND

My name is Mary J. I hope you
don’'t think I'm boasting if I say
I'm considered sort of pretty I
was voted ‘‘loveliest girl in the
class’’ as well as ‘‘best actress.”
That was a real thrill. I felt just
the way a famous actress must

feel when she sees her name in
lights on Broadway. I know it's
sort of silly but I think this
proves that some day I'm going
to be an actress too. I really do
have talent.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if [
were to go out to Hollywood and

maybe I wouldn't always have

ing. (It will not be generally
known that my mother washed

dishes and my father stopped
smoking to send me to school,
for even I will have forgotten
about it.)

I will then become a corpora-
tion lawyer and will positively
be making $75,000 in a few
vears. If I feel so inclined, I shall
perhaps become a U.S. Senator

and I will vote to cut relief. I
shall make a patriotic speech
each Fourth of July. If you want
to, you can work your way up in
the world, if you have the right
connections. And I'm going to
have them. Now really, don’t you
think I have a bright future?

result I don’'t even know any
typing or steno with which to get
that kind of a job. And I'm not
too strong, so it would be sort of
tough to get a job as a truck
driver or something like that, es-
pecially when there are so many
really husky fellows waiting for
it.

I guess there really isn't much
ahead of me. Some times you
feel like running away into the

country and lying down near a
little river and forgetting all
about your troubles—but I guess
you just can’t do that. Say, you
woudn’t happen to know where
a fellow can get a W.P.A. appli-
cation?

to be an extra — although that
wouldn’'t be so bad—and I might
some day be a star. You know,
there’s nothing quite as thrilling
as the idea of my being in a
movie and being the star too.
Of course, mother says that I
should stop dreaming and that I
should go to a beauticians’
school so that I can learn to earn
my keep and be able to buy my
own stockings. She says I ought
to keep my eyes open for a nice
fellow. But I'm not interested in
the local yokels. I want to go to
Hollywood and be a star. If I
could only bump into the right
director I'd take care of the rest.

# SCIENTIST’S PIPE-DREAMS

)?y name is Sam T. I got fair
marks in everything except my
science courses. I got straight
95’s or 100's in those. Did you
ever read Arrowsmith by Sin-
clair Lewis? He describes the
quest of a disinterested, pure
scientist who works solely for
the love of science. That’s the

kind of person I want to be. I
want to study chemistry and find
out everything there is to know
about it.

I want to go to a college—may-

THE ONLY WAY OUT

My name 1s Arty L. I've been
a member of the Y.P.S.L. for a
-year und a half. I've found out
what makes our life so rotten
and empty — it’s this cockeyed
economic system. I'm out to
fight it together with everyone
else who's willing to join in with
me. It’s the only chance we’'ve
got.

I know that these four other
kids aren’t going to get what
they want. Sam won't get a
‘chance to solve the relief prob-
lem because he'll have to work
as a shipping clerk. Mary will
never see Hollywood except in a

ent movie. Bill won’'t even

be I’'ll get a scholarship—where
they have a good science depart-
ment. And then I want to work
in a laboratory where I can get
the technique of lab work down
pat. I want to do research work.
I want to find out things. I want
to sink into the mystery of
things, of why they exist and how
they exist.

And perhaps I might discover
something, perhaps I might be-
come known as a great scientist.
That would be wonderful. Sam
T.—the American Pasteur, the
American Koch.

get his W.P.A. job—Roosevelt's
cutting them now. And John,
biggest sucker of all, won't find
his sugar daddy.

probably be knocked off in .the

next war for ‘‘democracy’’ or
tramp the streets from one em-
ployment agency to the other.
Unless, of course, they fight. Un-
less they join with me in the
Fo International, which
fights for a new kind of 1life
where there won't be any wars
and where everyone will have a
chance to live. What do you say,
John and Bill, Mary and Sam?
What about joining up with us?
It's our only chance.

ron Y. P.S.L. Protests
ti-Labor Rally -

# AKRON, Ohio—When the local
Ameucan Legion planned an
““Americanism’" rally for the
purpose of teaching the specially
invited high school students anti-
labor and pro-war bias, the
YPSL unit of Akron countered

with plans foi' a picket line.
The Mayor, however, threat-

: ened to physically suppress a

picket line. At the time of writ-
ing, the YPSL is planning a
mass rally in a park adjacent
to the hall in which the Legion
rally is to be held in order to
protest both against the Legion
rally and the ruling of the

Mayor.

EDUCATION UNDER CAPITALISM

LaGuardia-Quit Playing
With Future of Youth!

To Mayor La Guardia:

We believe that young people should have the right to learn a

trade.

An examination of your proposed 1939-1940 budgetary ap-

propriation for education seems to_show that -you disagree.
Thousands of Jamaica youth were turned away from Jamaica

Vocational School last year because of lack of facilities. Flushing
elementary school graduates are in desperate need of a trade

school.
in hallways and boiler-rooms.
new trade schools.

Classes of the Queens Vocational High School are meeting
Queens needs a minimum of two
One for Jamaica and-.one for Flushing. The

New York City Board of Education, however, has enough money

for onily one new vocational school in Queens.

In an attempt to

(Continued from Page 1)

tcday.

But let us acknowledge an er-
ror. Though these youth may be
unemployed today there is a job
which is being prepared for them
tomorrow. Let no one think that
President Roosevelt who is so
profuse with his verbal sympa-
thies for the deplorable plight of
youth will long permit these con-
ditions to exist. He has his pro-
gram and it is clear. Spend mon-
ey to create jobs for the unem-
ployed? How ‘‘short sighted!"”
Far better to pour huge sums in-
to the construction of battleships,
airplanes, guns and then drag
America into a new imperialist
war. Then the American youth
will be given jobs—shouldering
guns and being marched off to
be killed in the hundreds of
thousands and millions.

But we don’t want war and
death. We want peace and life.

We want jobs, real jobs paying
a decent wage and not these
miserable NYA hand-outs. We
demand that the youth be recog-
nised as individuals having lives

of their own.

We want an end to the vicious

Graduates Must Fight Boss
System For Right to Live

| circle of being turned away from

This is the state to whicii capi- ! the factories and shops because
talism has brougm the yonth of [of a lack of experience when at

present these are the only places
where experience can be gained.
We therefore demand the right
to be adequately supported dur-
ing our period of training.

We want the right to an educa-
tion thru high school and, for
those who desire it, thru college
and to receive adequate support
while we are studying.

Is this too much to ask? The

money for these things exists.
The two billions which the Roose-
velt Government is pouring into
armaments would go far to rea-
lise this program. And if these
capitalists will not willingly pro-
vide jobs. will not willingly per-
mit us to live decently as befits
human beings, why should we
not force them to disgorge their
wealth now before they can drag
us into war? We have the
strength and power to do this.
Why should we wait?

This is the program which the
Young People’s Socialist League
offers to the class of 1939, to all
unemployed youth, to all em-
ployed youth whose position un-
der capitalism is so precarious.

THE DIALECTIC
DOPES

The following appeared in
the University of Wisconsin
Young Communist League bul-
letin: ‘“Some people have the
idea that a YCLer is political-
ly minded, that nothing out-
side of politics means any-
thing. Gosh, no. They have
a few simple problems. There

reed Students
Patriotic Hooey

EAST CHICAGO, Ind.- For
the first time in the history of
East Chicago a special holiday
was declared for the observance
of ‘‘Americanization Day.” All
kigh and grammar school stu-

find a compromise which will satisfy both Jamaica and Flushing
residents, President Marshall, your appointee to the Board of
Education, and Mrs. Lindlof, Queens member, propose to build
the school midway between Jamaica and Flushing on the Parental

dents were dismissed for the day
and a real rip-snoitin’ patriotic
program was prepared for them.
Although the students were

is the problem of getting good
men on the baseball team this
spring, of opposition from
-other ping-pong teams, of dat-

Poor saps, all of them, they’ll|"

school grounds which adjoin the Queens College Campus.

AN IDIOTIC SOLUTION
This is an idiotic solution. It is almost as bad as cutting a
shirt in half to divide between two needy men. Jamaica youth,
many of whom come from families on Home Relief, will be forced

to pay four fares every day.
have to do likewise.

Flushing youth in most cases will
Students of Queens College feel that their

campus is being mutilated and the future expansion of the college

endangered.

The students and their parents do not intend to take such a
proposal lying down. And we will support them and fight with
them to see that it isn’t carried out.

New York is one of the richest cities in the world. It was once
unable to pay its obligations to the banks who hold its bonds. Your
administration has remedied this at the expense of the workers

and students of the city.

You say no? If you would take the

trouble to examine the trade school facilities in Queens you might

be forced to admit otherwise!

USE ISSUE AS FOOTBALL
Your budget cut has created a football for the politicians and
given them a grandstand packed with interested spectators. Coun-
cilman Quinn of Long Island City is agitating to locate the school
in Jamaica. I suppose he thinks that Flushing trade-school appli-

cants ought to move south.

Judge Colden of the Queens College

Board is protesting the invasion of Queens College land but offers
no better remedy than Quinn. The Tammany bloe in City Council,
when asked for more money, says it has no power to increase the
budget and shifts the responsibility to you. And so they throw the
issue back and forth, while the youth whose lives are being decided
by this football game have to sit on the sidelines and watch.
You have the power to present a supplementary budget to the

‘Board of Estimate. We are getting thousands of signatures from

Queens students, young workers, parents and teachers supporting
our demand for two new schools. Throwing these petitions in a
waste paper basket will not rid you of our insistence. We-are sick
and tired of seeing the issue kicked around. We want action and
we will get it if we have to picket the City Hall en masse!

Queens Section,

YOUNG PEOPLE'’'S SOCIALIST LEAGUE
(Youth Section,

Socialist Workers Party)

’No - Place for Youth,
Says Dr. Zuchry

(Contlnued from Page 1)
Dr. Zachry said that as a result
many youth were forced.to mar-
ry secretly and many others to
delay their marriages for a long
period of time.

Dr. Zachry painted a depress-
ing picture of American youth
and warned that they could be-
come prey of the first American

Hitler to come along with a pro-

gram that sounds good to youth.
‘“How very easy it would be
for Hitler or anybody else who
came along with a program in-
volving youth to get hold of this
group,” Dr. Zachry' said.
Above all, youth want a ‘‘sense
of direction,” a ‘‘philosophy of
life.”” At present they have neith-
er, according to the survey.

Crisis Bars Youth's
Chance of Marriage

(Continued from Page 1) .~

The statistics which show the
decline in the number of children
per family won't surprise any-
body who knows what it's like
for two families to live in a
house or tenement apartment
that's already overcrowded
when only one family lives in it.

The red-baiters, who never
pay any attention to facts, will
continue to chew the ear off any-
one who will listen to their non-
sense about the reds breaking
up the family. In the meantime,
ever increasing thousands of
youth are denied their right to
a nrormal married ‘life by the
capitalist system.

ing girls, etc.. We go to shows,
parties, dances, and all that.
In short, the YCL and its
members are no different
from other young people ex-
cept that we believe in dialec-
tical materialism as the solu-
tion to all problems.”’

WPA Forces Youth
To Leave School

NEW YORK—A graphic exam-
ple of how American youth is
being deprived of its right to de-
cent education by an oppressive
economic system was seen here
several weeks ago in the case of
Gene Dauber, a 19-year-old stu-
dent.

Dauber had been attending
City College evening session,
having been forced to quit the
day session because of the ne-
cessity of trying to find.a job
in order to help his family out
of a difficult economic plight.

His family had been granted
relief because his father was
unemployed and he had been un-
able to find employment. Sey-
eral months afterwards, as part
of the ‘“‘economy drive’ insti-
tuted by the Roosevelt govern-
ment, he was suddenly called up
to the Home Relief Bureau and
told that he would have to take
a job as a WPA laborer in Long
Island or his family would be
thrown off relief.

Take Job or Starve
When Dauber pointed out that
the nature of the work and the
fact that hé would be liable to
be called for work at any time,
including the time when he was
supposed to be in school, would
make it impossible for him to
continue his education, he was
bluntly and rudely told by the
relief authorities that a person
in his economic plight didn't
have the right to bother about
an education. _

This open declaration by the
relief autherities that youth
which is unfortunate enough to
have been born into a poor work-
ing class family needn't bother
about an education is further evi-
dence of the way the capitalist
class and its politicians are cut-

ting down on the educational op-
portunities of American yputh.

| other.

dismissed from attending class-
es they were obliged to report to
their respective schools to re-
ceive further instructions as to
their activities for the day.

At the various schools the stu-
dents were told to form lines for
marching and after a goodly
number of American flags were
distributed, they began the pa-
rade to the accompaniment of
the local brass-bands.

The parade was led down all
of the main thoroughfares - of
East Chicago and finally ended
up inside the largest theatre in
town. &

Addfesses by local American
Legion big shots were followed
by addresses from local leaders
of ' the Veterans of Foreign Wars
—which in turn were followed by
the local church leaders—each
trying to ‘‘out-patriotize’’ the
After this curtain raiser
the audience was obliged to com-
tribute to the program with a
group of patriotic songs, topped
off with the oath of allegiance to
the flag. A group of patriotic
films were then shown.

The above preliminaries over,
the main event went on—Mayor
Frank Migas. The Mayor swung
into action—he extolled the vir-
tues of this great country—he
talked of this ‘“‘gr-r-rate’’ democ-
racy—he told of the wonderful
opportunities awaiting the audi-
ence—he talked. . . . When he
finished the students were dis-
missed and all of the city elders
beamed—*‘‘Americanization Day"*
was a success!

But “Americanization Day”

1wasn’t such a success. Most of

the students—sons and daughters
of the East Chicago steel work-
ers—knew the score; they knew
that the ‘‘democracy’’ the big -
shots spoke of was that type of
‘‘democracy’’ that killed eleven
of their fellow-citizen steel work-
ers and wounded scores of oth-
ers, that broke their strikes, that
cut their relief—they knew;
that's why they sat through it
all and scoffed. And that’s why
many ‘‘bad” boys, while march-
ing to the theatre, disappeared
down the side streets—sneaked
down the alleys and went to the
corner poolroom where they lis-
tened to ﬂm btnfm—'ﬂ‘w .
poker and ‘celebrated” East
Chicago’s “Americanization
Day” in the same surroundings

to whlch camnsm ~condemns
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Y. C. L. Convention a Patriotic Gab-Fest

NEW YORK—A typical example of the devotion of the Young

|GIRLS FORCED TO WORK AS
'HOSTESSES' BY RADIO FIRMS

Communist League to the democratic principles it so loudly

- preaches was seen here when
pounced
Socialist
delegates

The YPSL, responding alertly
to the issues facing the Stalinist
youth convention and its New
York division was present at the
Madison 'Square Garden mass
meeting which opened the con-
vention with a printed leaflet ex-
. posifig the reactionary and jingo
nature of the speech which Earl
Browder was to make. The leaf-
let predicted Browder's speech
to a T. At this distribution one
member of the YPSL was sepa-
rated from his comrades and at-
tacked by a Stalinist goon squad
and slashed across the forehead.
He required hospital treatment.

Reject Browder’s‘ Invitation
At the final session of the YCL
convention, several members of

the YPSL: were present distrib-
uting a statement of two former
YCLers, Ruth Powell and Lil-
lian Brown, who declared that
they ‘‘reject Earl Browder's in-
vitation to collective suicide in
the coming imperialist war’ and
announced their adherence to
the YPSL (4th Int.) One of the
distributors was so severely
pummeled by a score of ‘‘demo-
cratic’’ YCLers. that he was
prostrate on the sidewalk for
several minutes, dazed from the
_ blows_He had received. *

e convention itself, in which
lectures on ‘‘democracy’’ by the
Stalinist leaders were inter-
spersed with hot swing sessions,
was characterized by the typi-
cal Stalinist unanimity in ‘‘ac-
cepting’’ the pro-war and Rro-
capitalist line which was handed
down by the leadership. There
was absolutely no free or critieal
discussion at any of the sessions.
At those sessions where impor-
tant political issues were taken
up, the CP and YCL leaders laid
down the line. The rank and file
delegates were allowed to par-
ticipate vocally only in those ses-
sions where routine organization-
al matters were discussed.

Keynote Speech

The keynote speech to the
convention was made by Ear!
Browder, in which he called for
a third term for Roosevelt. It
is significant that in the very
same speech he was forced to
admit that it was precisely the
same Roosevelt who was re-
S le for the ‘‘shameful”
embargo on Loyalist Spain,
Browder also issued what re-
signing YCLers were later to call
his invitation to collective sui-
cide in the coming imperialist
war of Morgan and Rockefeller.

The report of the YCL Nation-
al Secretary, Carl Ross, was an-
other masterpiece of flag-wav-
ing. Ross declared that ‘‘we
(the ¥YCL) are patriotic Ameri-
cans guided by a desire to de-
fend our country.”

Three months after the YPSL
had initiated its Jobs for Youth
Campaign, Ross suddenly woke
and raised the slogan of the
Youth’s Right to Work. But he
did not suggest the far-reaching
and comprehensive points em-

the 3-point program of
Enter Foster

‘By the time the third day of
the convention rolled around, the
YCL. delegates were beginning
o become restless. They had

upon and severely beat members of the Young People's
ague (4th Int.) who were distributing leaflets to the
the 9th national convention of the YCL.

a group of Stalinist hoodlums

itself up as a respectable bour-|
geois organization,

It passed a by-law providing
for the expulsion of any YCLer
‘guilty of association with Trot-
skyites.”” And it also passed &
by-law declaring that ‘‘any YCL
member who advocates the over-
throw of the American govern-
ment by force'” (Daily Worker)
would be expelled. With these
by-laws it served public notice
to any YCL members who still
believe in such ideas as revolu-
tion that they had better go
elsewhere.

Negroes' Chances
Slim, Report Says

By MAE SHERMAN

Are you a Negro trying to get
an education? And are so mis-
guided as to want to pecome a
doctor, dentist, or mechanical
engineer? Do you have the chil-
dish illusion that you could make
a good chemist, if given half a
chance?

Well, if there is any basis for
the annual report of the New
York Urban League you might
as well forget it. It points out
that the educators say in effect,
‘“‘since the door of opoortunity
is .closed to you, there is no jus-
tifiable reason why you should
prepare yourself for that which
aoes not exist.”

Negroes Earn 50% Less

That this policy of discrimina-
tion, this policy that says the
Negro doesn’t need. an educa-
tion, doesn’'t deserve a white-
collar job, is effective, is shown
in the Urban League’s report
that ‘‘the average annual earn-
ings of the poorer half of the
Negro families of New York City
is less than 50% of the average
annual earnings of the poorer
half of white families.” When
the Negro is given a jobh, he is
paid half the starvation wages
which they pay.their white work-
ers. )
- The Urban League found fur-
ther that among the Negroes as
among the white ‘workers, it is
the . youth who are the hardest
hit. “Of the more than fifteen
thousand who registered at the
Urban League for guidance or
employment, more than half
were under 25 years of age.
Many of them had to drop out of
school in the fourth ana fifth
grades, without any technical
training, and for the most part
were unprepared for placement,
even if jobs were available.”

Begging Brings Nothing

It is in itself noteworthy that
the Urban League, conservative
to the hilt, supported by ‘‘upper”
class charity, is forced to makse
these damning admissions. Their
understatement and half-apolo-
getic tone cannot weaken the
power of the facts their experi-
ence has disclosed. The Negro
youth together with young peo-
ple everywhere have learned
that begging and bending the
knee will get them nothing. The
report itself indicates what they
aré headed for: .

-‘“The despair and tragedy of
Harlem today is its,vast army
of young men and young wo-
men, unemployed, adrift, loll-
ing about street cormers, no
place' to go, nothing to do.
Perhaps never at any time or
any place has there existed a
more fertile soil for breeding.
delinquency, ¢rime, and total-
itarianism.”

Crime and fascism, this is the

been lucky and.have found a
,0b in this era of the ‘‘Locked-
Out Generation’'? How lucky are

shey? Are they much better off
hen the 7,000,000 jobless youth?
Let’'s see what's happening to
some of these lucky working
south.

One of the largest industries
:mploying mostly youth is radio;
he age of the overwhelming ma-
ority of the workers being from
.8 to 25. Fifty-eight percent of
hese workers are young girls,
Of the 50,000 or so radio work-
:rs employed in the non-union
hops throughout the country,
bout 15,000 of them work in the
center of the open-shop industry
—Chicago.

Today there exists in the non-
union radio parts field an unbe-
lievable amount of brutality and
exploitation at the lowest pos-
sible wages. In these plants
young girls, threatened with the
loss of their jobs in case they
protest, are forced into working
outside of their regular hours
and submit to the slightest
whims and desires of the bosses
and their henchmen.

Forced to be ‘‘Hostesses’

Frequently ¢ iring Radio As-
sociation cony ations and exhi-
bitions the g 'Is are forced to
work at th¢/e conventions as
hostesses 5il all hours of the
night. The [fompanies also run
private pariles for the buyers at
which the ‘plant-girls are used
as nothing less than unpaid pros-
titutes! Salesmen are conducted
through these plants by the su-
perintendants and pick out the
girls they want to spend the
night with! If one girl refuses to
submit to this legal rape there
are always thousands of other
desperate young girls in the
army of unemployed youth ready
to step in and take her job.

Wages in these shops are very
low. Eight to twelve dollars a
week is the average wage of the
young radio worker. For this
unliveable wage the girls and
boys of the radio industry under-
go the most severe conditions.
The tiring and nerve-straining
speed-up system plus the worst
of health standards are a part of
the open-shop plants.

One of the operations along
the line in producing a radio is
the cail dipping process. Here
the workers have to dip coils
into a certain chemical which
has an injurious odor that burns
the lungs, nroduces fainting
spells in the hot summer
months, spoils the digestive sys-
rem and produces other such ““in-
dustrial diseases.’”” These condi-
tions can very easily be reme-
died by the installation of ven-
tilation fans. But workers are
cheap and fans cosi money.

Many Injuries

Safety devices are rarely at-
tached to the punch-press and
riveting machines. As a result
of this it is an everyday occur-

What of the youth who have.

rance for the workers who ope:-
ate these machines to mest with
some sort of injury. In innu-
merable cases fingers are
smashed by the machines or am-
putated outright.

Some -of the worst plants,
where all of the above conditions
exist, are in Chicago where a
vigorous campaign is being con-
ducted to unionize these plants
by the United Electrical Machin-
ists Radio Workers Union
{CI1.0.).

One of these plants, which em-
ploys from 300 to 500 youth, has
been nicknamed the ‘‘whore-
house of the radio industry’ by
the radio workers of Chicago.
Radio workers claim that it is
guilty of all of the above evils—
speed-up, bad working condi-
tions, long hours and the previ-
ously described -‘legal’”’ rape.
Similar conditions existed at the
Climax Radio Corp., until they
were stamped out by the militant
union that won the plant.

The Belmont Radio Corp., em-
ploying 500 youth, uses what is
known in the Chicago radio in-
dustry as the ‘‘bell system.”
That is, between a two second
interval (after which a bell
rings) each worker is suposed
to finish the particular process of
his. If a- worker is slow and he
or she slows up the line a num-
ber of times the worker is fired
outright. Bad health conditions
along with a terrific speed-up
leaves the worker too exhausted
for any type of recreation after
work.

Use Stool-Pigeons

One of the most infamous Chi-
cago plants is the Zenith Radio
Corp., which is known as the
“Ford of radio.” Here in this
enormous plant employing 3,000
young workers there exists a
nerve-wracking speed-up, a large
and well trained force of -stool-
pigeons, and employment quali-
fications which includes an anti-
unige blacklist. It is next to im-
posgible for Jews to get a job
in plant. Workers are afraid
to tdlk and are distrustful of one
another. TUnion organizers at-
tempting to distribute leaflets at
the plant are beaten up by hired
thugs. An example of the cruel
efficiency employed by this plant
is the following:

In the summer of 1938 a girl
worker wrote in chalk on one of
the loading trucks: ‘“‘Don’t Be a
Sucker! Join the C.I.O.!”” The
stool pigeons unable to find the
culprit fired 90 of the girls work-
ing in the vicinity of the loading
truck.

These are but a few examples
of what the “lucky” job-holding
youth in the non-union radio in-
dustry have to contend with. Un-
til these young workers organize
into a powerful and militant un-
ion and force the bosses to give
in and abolish all of the above
conditions there remains noth-
ing left for them but continual
employment as slaves to their
unscrupulous, profit-mad bosses.

(Continued from Page 1)
back to that, he just gave me a
dirty look and walked away. It
didn't stop him any though be-
cause when I asked him for a
rpise a couple of months later
he started giving me the busi-
ness about being the only ‘em-
ployer in the world who had
raised his employee's wages
50% in such a short period.

So you can understand how I
felt about what happened only a
‘ew weeks agor It was slack in
the shipping room and he nad
brought me upstairs to work on
some records in his office. While
we were sitting there, him puff-
ing his cigar and ‘me checking
lists of figures, he suddenly
asked me, ‘“‘Jay, what sort of an
income does your family have?’

I figured it up. There's the $15

.

My Kind-Hearted Boss

$7 that my sister Anne who
works#in the 5 & 10 gives in.
Counting what my father was
able to pick up in odd jobs. . .
‘“About $25 to $28 a week for the
six of us,” I said. And you can
bet that I emphasized that word
“‘six’”’. I thought maybe he was
figuring on giving me that raise
and I,wanted him to know that
I needed it bad.

“What!’’, he said.

‘“Maybe a dollar more or a
dollar less,” T said.

He just looked at me. ‘‘Unbe-
lievable,”,”” he said, ‘“‘How do
you do it? God knows i'm not an
extravagant man but I don’t see
how anyone can get along on
less than $100 a week.””

That's all he said. No mention
of a raise. Just admiration for
our ability to get along on 28

I give in to the house and the:bucks s week. fe

| IN THE LEAGUE

By IRVING BERN
National Organizational Secretary

JOBS FOR YOUTH CAM-
PAIGN—Chicago is. doing the
best job on this campaign, as
one can see from the many ar-
ticles in this and previous is-
sues of the CHALLENGE. New-
ark is also doing a bang up job.
They have returned more filled
out petition blanks than any
other section. The return of pe-
titions from other sections is
comparatively slow thus far. An
immediate check up should be
made because from all reports
there are many completed peti-
tions in the local offices of the
League.

TWICE - A - MONTH CHAL-
LENGE—The comrades seem to
take for granted the Twice-a-
month CHALLENGE by July.
We all know that this step will
tremendously aid our work and
that all our readers desire such
a step. But unless we raise $500
it will be impossible to get it out.
So—to work all you laggards
and stragglers.

DUES—BYy checking the finan-
cial reports_we note a growing

laxity in dues payments. Any
loss of revenue to the National
Office cripples our efficiency,
And since our main income is
dues, we have been severely
handicapped several times dur-
ing the past month. It is also
important for every comrade to
remember that if you are three
months behind in dues you lose
all privileges of membership.
L] * -

UNIFORMS—Due to the many
other financial demands that our
organization has made on the
membership, we haven’'t been
stressing payment on the uni-
form. But we will soon turn on
the steam to put the League in
uniform in time for summer ac-
tivities.

HERE AND THERE IN THE
LEAGUE—Only 2,000 ‘‘Youth
Want Jobs’’ pamphlets left. . . .
Are all the comrades wearing
the official. YPSL button? . . .
A very successful convention
was held by the Chicago Division
sevral weeks ago. . . . We are
informed that A. Leibeck, at
last, made first speech and
it was pretty good.

The Challenge Brigade

By RUTH WILNER

The bank balance in our check
book shows that we are ap-
proaching the $200 mark in the
Drive for the Twice a Month
CHALLENGE OF YOUTH. This
is a good starter, but the next
three weeks will have to see
some real whirlwind activity on
the part of every comrade in the
League to raise the rest of the
$500 revolving fund.

Many -sections have set them-
selves quotas to be achieved by
June 1. The New York Division
pledges $175 by that time. Los
Angeles intends to make up for
its delinquency in the Fund
Drive by raising $50 for the
Twice-A-Month. Philadelphia, a
comparatively small section,
puts places like Boston to shame
by pledging $25 for the CHAL-
LENGE, and puts Newark’s
pledge of $15 in the shade. Max
Weinrib writes from Chicago
that his division will raise a min-
imum of $50. And in a letter
from Frisco we find $10 in cash
and a total pledge of $35 for the
Twice-A-Month. Other sections
have written that they will do
everything they can to raise
money, but haven’t made defi-
nite pledges.

A comrade in N. Y. who
doesn’t make much more than
$20 a week, personally contrib-
uted $25. . . . A seaman comrade
walked off his ship and into the
N.O. and left with $15 less in
his jeans. . . . The Downtown
Branch of the Party in N. Y. C.
is the first Party branch to send
greetings to the Twice-A-Month,
to the tune of $5. Other amounts
have been contributed by various
individuals.

If, during the next weeks,
division, unit and individual
comrade make the Campaign
for. the Twice-A-Month the ma-
jor activity of the League, we’ll
g0 over the top with a bang.
“ontact every friend and sympa-
aizer for greetings, donations
'nd special offer subs, plan af-

fairs' for the CHALLENGE,
shake your collection cans under
everybody’s nose. . . . Get be-
hind the Drive!

- -

We haven't had many reports
of sales of the May issue. But
we were sure that Sammy
PORTNEY wouldn’t let us down.
And sure enough, Sammy re-
ports that he sold 150 copies this
month—50 better than last time,
and, so Sammy says,
than next time. We’'re rooting
for you, Sammy! (Anyone who
wishes to ‘challenge Sammy's
title of Star Salesman of the
League can do so- by writing to
the Business Manager.)

Flash from the Anti-Fascist
Front!—On Friday, May 12, the
Joe Hill Unit of the New York
Y.P.S.L.. met the challenge of
the brazen Coughlinites in the
neighborhood by conducting a
militant counter-demonstration.
Three Coughlinites were selling
the anti-demitic, anti-labor rag,
““Social Jiistice” at 181st St. and
St. Nicholas Ave. when several
members of the Joe Hill Unit
came upon them. Fortified with
a supply of CHALLENGES they
swung into action. 33 of the pa-
pers were sold to the tune of
anti-fascist slogans. A fist fight
would have broken out if the
large crowd which gathered had
not scared away the Fascists by
its evident hostility.

- * *

Fifty Stalinists or Stalinist
sympathizers have been wonder-
ing how come the ‘“Trotskyo-
Fascists’” are conducting a mili-
tant campaign for Jobs for
Youth. At the leaflet distribu-
tion and CHALLENGE sale con-
ducted by the New York Divi-
sion at the Madison Square Gar-
den rally of the Young Commu-
nist League, which preceded the
opening of* their National Con-
vention, more than 50 papers
were sold to the Stalinists enter-

ing the meeting..

-
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FIVE TINTYPES

Graduation Day Interviews

ON HIS WAY UP

My name is John B. I am grad-

uating from ‘high school with a
949% average. I have my future
all planned out. I am going to go
to college, of course, even if I
have to work my mother to her
last bone for it. (She really
doesn’t mind.) I will, of course,
_get brilliant marks. After grad-
uation from college I will then
proceed to go to law school.

By this time I expect to have
found a millionaire who will
adopt me as his protege, even if
I have to marry his daughter to
- get him to do it. I will not go to
any ordinary law school but to
an exclusive one as befits a per-
son of my talents and upbring-

W.P.A., HERE | COME!

My name is Bill S. To tell you
the truth, I really don't know
what I'm going to do after I
graduat_e. I was a pretty good
student but'I won't be able to go
to college. You see, Dad’'s been
out of work now for several
months since he lost his job as
a bookkeeper ( he’'d had it for
onwards of 17 years now) and I
guess I won't be able to. go to
college.

But there really isn’t much a
fellow like me can do. Dad sort
of hoped I'd be able to become
an educated fellow or some sort
of professional, so he made me
take the general course and as a

HOLLYWOOD-BOUND

My name is Mary J. I hope you
don’'t think I'm boasting if I say
I'm considered sort of pretty I
was voted ‘‘loveliest girl in the
class’’ as well as ‘‘best actress.”
That was a real thrill. I felt just
the way a famous actress must

feel when she sees her name in
lights on Broadway. I know it's
sort of silly but I think this
proves that some day I'm going
to be an actress too. I really do
have talent.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if [
_were to go out to Hollywood and
maybe I wouldn’'t always have

ing. (It will not be generally
known that my mother washed

dishes and my father stopped
smoking to send me to school,
for even I will have forgotten
about it.)

I will then become a corpora-
tion lawyer and will positively
be making $75,000 in a few
yvears. If I feel so inclined, I shall
perhaps become a U.S. Senator

and I will vote to cut relief. I
shall make a patriotic speech
each Fourth of July. If you want
to, you can work your way up in
the world, if you have the right

have them. Now really, don’t you
think I have a bright future?

result I don’'t even know any
typing or steno with which to get
that kind of a job. And I'm not
too strong, so it would be sort of
tough to get a job as a truck
driver or something like that, es-
pecially when there are so many
really husky fellows waiting for
it.

I guess there really isn’'t much
altead of me. Some times you
feel like running away into the

country and lying down near a
little river and forgetting all
about your troubles—but I guess
you just can’'t do that. Say, you
woudn’t happen to know where
a fellow can get a W P.A. appli-

cation?

to be an extra — although that
wouldn’t be so bad—and I might
some day be a star. You know,
there's nothing quite as thrilling
as the idea of my being in a
movie and being the star too.
Of course, mother says that I
should stop dreaming and that I
should 'go to a beauticians’
school so that I can learn to earn
my keep and be able to buy my
own stockings. She says I ought
to keep my eyes open for a nice
fellow. But I'm not interested in
the local yokels. I want to go to
Hollywood and be a star. If I
could only bump into the right

director I'd take care of the rest.

SCIENTIST’S PIPE-DREAMS

h?y name is Sam T. I got fair
marks in everything except my
science courses. I got straight
95’s or 100’s in those. Did you
ever read Arrowsmith by Sin-
clair Lewis? He describes the
quest of a disinterested, pure
scientist who works solely for
the love of Science. That's the

kind of person I want to be. I
want to study chemistry and find
out everything there is to know
about it. :

I want to go to a college—may-

THE ONLY WAY OUT

My name Is Arty L. I've been
a member of the Y.P.S.L. for a
year and a half. I've found out
what makes our life so rotten

and empty — it’s this cockéyed |

economic system. I'm out to
fight it together with everyone
else who’s willing to join in with
me. It’s the only chance we've
got.

I know that these four other
kids aren’t going to get what
they want. Sam won't get a
chance to solve the relief prob-
lem because he’ll have to work
as a shipping clerk. Mary will
never see Hollywood except in a
10-cent movie. Bill won’'t even

be I'll get a scholarship—where
they have a good science depart-
ment. And then I want to work
in a laboratory where I can get
the technique of lab work down
pat. I want to do research work.
I want to find out things. I want
to sink into the mystery of
things, of why they exist and how
they exist.

And perhaps I might discover
something, perhaps I might be-
come known as a great scientist.
That would be wonderful. Sam
T.—the American Pasteur, the
American Koch.

get his W.P.A. job—Rocosevelt’s
cutting them now. And John,
biggest sucker of ‘all, won't find
his sugar daddy.

probably be knocked off in the

next war for ‘‘democracy’” or
tramp the streets from one em-
ployment agency to the other.
Unless, of course, they fight. Un-
less they join with me in the
Fourth, International, which
fights for a new kind of life
where there won’t be any wars
and where everyone will have a
chance to live. What do you say,
John and Bill, Mary and Sam?
What about joining up with us?
It’s our only chance.

Akron 'Y.P.S.,L. Protests
- Anti-Labor Rally -

AKRON, Ohio—When the local
Amemn Legion planned an
“Americanism’ rally for the
purpose of teaching the specially
invited high school students anti-
labor and pro-war bias, the
YPSL unit of Akron countered

with plans for a picket line.

The Mayor, however, threat-
ened to physically suppress a
picket line. At the time of writ-
ing, the YPSL is planning a
mass rally in a park adjacent
to the hall in which the Legion
rally is to be held in order to
protest both against the Legion
rally and the ruling of the
Mayor. . i

connections. And I'm going to|

-—Poor-saps;,-all-of them, they'll|"

EDUCATION UNDER CAPITALISM

LaGuardia-Quit Playing
With Future of Youth!

To Mayor La Guardia:

We believe that young people should have the right to learn a
trade. An examination of your proposed 1939-1940 budgetary ap-
propriation for educaiion seems to show that you disagree.

Thousands of Jamaica youth were turned away from Jamaica

Vocational School last year because of lack of facilities. Flushing
elementary school graduates are in desperate need of a trade
school. Classes of the Queens Vocational High School are meeting
in hallways and boiler-rooms. Queens needs a minimum of two
new trade schools. One for Jamaica and.one for Flushing. The
New York City Board of Education, however, has enough money
for oniy one new vocational school in Queens. In an attempt to
find a compromise which will satisfy both Jamaica and Flushing
residents, President Marshall,
Education, and Mrs. Lindlof, Queens member, propose to build
the school midway between Jamaica and Flushing on the Parental
school grounds which adjoin the Queens College Campus.

AN IDIOTIC SOLUTION

This is an idiotic solution. It is almost as bad as cutting a
shirt in half to divide between two needy men. Jamaica youth,
many of whom come from families on Home Relief, will be forced
to pay four fares every day. Flushing youth in most cases will
have to do likewise. Students of Queens College feel that their
campus is being mutilated and the future expansion of the college
endangered.

The students and their parents do.not intend to take such a,
proposal lying down. And we will support them and fight with
them to see that it isn’t carried out.

New York is one of the richest cities in the world. It was once
unable to pay its obligations to the banks who hold its bonds. Your
administration has remedied this .at the expense of the workers
and students of the city.. You say no? If you would take the
trouble to examine the trade school facilities in Queens you might
be forced to admit otherwise!

USE ISSUE AS FOOTBALL

Your budget cut has created a football for the politicians and
given them a grandstand packed with interested spectators. Coun-
cilman Quinn of Long Island City is agitating to locate the school
in Jamaica. I suppose he thinks that Flushing trade-school appli-
cants ought to move south. Judge Colden of the Queens College
Board is protesting the invasion of Queens College land but offers
no better remedy than Quinn. The Tammany bloc in City Council,
when asked for more money, says it has no power to increase the
budget and shifts the responsibility to you. And so they throw the
issue back and forth, while the youth,whose lives are being decided
by this football game have to sit on the sidelines and watch.

You have the power to present a supplementary budget to the
Board of Estimate. We are getting thousands of signatures from
Queens students, young workers, parents and teachers supporting
our demand for two new schools. Throwing these petitions in a
waste paper basket will not rid you of our insistence. We are sick
and tired of seeing the issue kicked around. We want action and
we will get it if we have to picket the City Hall en masse!

Queens Section,

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIALIST LEAGUE
(Youth Section, Socialist Workers Party)

‘No Place for Youth,’ Crisis Bdrs Youth’s
Says Dr. Zachry Chance of Marriage

.. (Continued from Page 1)
Dr. Zachry -said that as a result
many youth were forced to mar-
ry secretly and many others to
delay their marriages for a long
period of time.

Dr. Zachry painted a depress-
ing picture of American youth
and warned that they could be-
come prey of the first American
Hitler to come along with a pro-
gram that sounds good to youth,

‘“‘How very easy it would be

(Continued from Page 1)

The statistics which show the
decline in the number of children
per family won't surprise any-
body who knows what it's like
for two families to live in a
house or tenement aparfment
that's already overcrowded
when only one family lives in it.

The red-baiters, who never
pay any attention to facts, will

your appointee to the Board of|

for Hitler or anybody else who
came along with a program in-
volving youth to get ho&d of this
group,” Dr. Zachry said
Above all, youth want a ‘‘sense
of direction,” a ‘philosophy of
life.”” At present they have neith-
er, according to the survey.

continue to chew the ear off any-
one who will listen to their non-
sense about the reds breaking
up the family. In the meantime,
ever increasing thousands of
youth are denied their right to
2 normal married life by the
capitalist system.

(Continued from Page 1)

tcday.

But let us acknowledge an er-
ror. Though these youth may be
unemployed today there is a job
which is being prepared for them
tomorrow. Let no one think that
President Roosevelt who is so
profuse with his verbal sympa-
thies for the deplorable plight of
youth will long permit these con-
ditions to exist.. He has his pro-
gram and it is clear. Spend mon-
ey to create jobs for the unem-
ployed? How ‘‘short sighted!
Far better to pour huge sums in-
to the construction of battleships,
airplanes, guns and then drag
America into a new imperialist
war. Then the American youth
will be given jobs—shouldering
guns and being marched off to
be killed in the hundreds of
thousands and millions.

But we don't want war and
death. We want peace and life.

We want jobs, real jobs paying
a decent wage and not these
miserable NYA hand-outs. We
demand that the youth be recog-
nised as individuals having lives
of their own.'*

We want an end to the vicious

This is the state to whicih capi-
talism has brought the yonth of |of a lack of experience when at

|Graduates Must Fight Boss
System For Right to Live

|circle of being turned away from
the factories and shops because

present these are the only places
where experiencé can be gained.
We therefore demand the right
to be adequately supported dur-
ing our period of training.

We want the right to an educa-
tion thru high school and, for
those who desire it, thru college
and to receive adequate support
while we are studying.

Is this too much to ask? The

money for these things exists.

’ IThe two billions which the Roose-

velt Government is pouring into
armaments would go far to rea-
lise this program. And if these
capitalists will not willingly pro-
vide jobs, will not willingly per-
mit us to live decently as befits
human beings, why should we
not force them to disgorge their
wealth now before they can drag
us into war? We have the
strength and power to do this.
Why should we wait? '

This is the program which the
Young People’s Socialist League
offers to the class of 1939, to all
unemployed youth, to all em-
ployed youth whose position un-
der capitalism is so precarious.

THE DIALECTIC
DOPES

The following appeared in
the University of Wisconsin
Young Communist League bul-
letin: ‘““Some people have the
idea that a YCLer is political-
ly minded, that nothing out-
side of politics means any-
thing. Gosh, no. They have’
a few simple problems. There
is the problem of getting good
men on the baseball team this
spring, of opposition from
other ping-pong teams, of dat-
ing girls, etc. We go to shows,
parties, dances, and all that.
In short, the YCL and its
members are no different
from other young people ex-
cept that we believe in dialec-
tical materialism as the solu-
tion to all problems.”

WPA Forces Youth
To Leave School

NEW YORK—A graphic exam-
ple of how American youth is
being deprived of its right to de-
cent education by an oppressive
economic system was seen here
several weeks ago in the case of
Gene Dauber, a 19-year-old stu-
dent.

Dauber had been attending
City College evening session,
having been forced to quit the
day session because of the ne-
cessity of trying to find a job
in order to help his famiiy out
of a difficult ;,economic plight.

His family had been granted
relief because his father was
unemployed and he had been un-
able to find employment. Sev-
eral months afterwards, as part
of the ‘“‘economy drive’” insti-
tuted by the Roosevelt govern-
ment, he was suddenly called up
to the Home Relief Bureau and
told that he would have to take
a job as a WPA laborer in Long
Island or his family would be
thrown off relief.

Take Job or Starve
When Dauber pointed out that
the nature of the work and the
fact that he would be liable to
be called for work at any time,
including the time when he was
supposed to be in school, would
make it impossible for him to
continue his education, he was
bluntly and rudely told by the
relief authorities that a person
in his economic plight didn’t
have the right to bother about
an education.

This open declaration by the
relief authorities that youth
which is unfortunate enough to
have been born into a poor work-
ing class family needn’t bother
about an education is further evi-
dence of the way the capitalist
class and its politicians are cut-

ting down on the educational op-
portunities of American youth.

Feed Students
Patriofic Hooey

EAST CHICAGO, Ind.— For
the first time in the history of
East Chicago a special holiday
was declared for the observance
of ‘‘Americanization Day.”” All
kigh and grammar school stu-
dentd were dismissed for the day
and a real rip-snortin’ patriotic
program was prepared for them.
Although the students were
dismissed from attending class-
es they were obliged to report to
their respective schools to re-
ceive further instructions as to
their activities for the day.

At the various schools the stu-
dents were told to form lines for
marching and after a goodly
number of American flags were
distributed, they began the pa-
rade to the accompaniment of
the local brass-bands.

The parade was led down all
of . the main thoroughfares of
East Chicago and finally ended
up inside the largest theatre in
town. ¢

Addresa!‘s by local American
Legion big shots were followed
by addresses from local leaders
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
—which in turn were followed by
the local church leaders—each
trying to ‘‘out-patrictize’ the
other.  After this curtain raiser
the audience was obliged to com-
tribute to the program with a
group of patriotic songs, topped
off with the oath of allegiance to
the flag. A group of patriotic
films were then shown.

The above preliminaries over,
the main event went on—Mayor
Frank Migas. The Mayor swung
into action—he extolled the vir-
tues of this great country—he
talked. of this ‘‘gr-r-rate’’ democ-
racy—he told of the wonderful
opportunities awaiting the audi-
ence—he talked. . . . When he
finished the students were dis-
missed and all of the city elders
beamed—*‘‘Americanization Day’’
was a success!

But ‘‘Americanization Day”’

‘lwasn’t such a success. Most of

the students—sons and daughters
of the East Chicago steel work-
ers—knew the score; they knew
that the ‘‘democracy’” the big -
shots spoke of was that type of
‘‘democracy’’ that killed eleven
of their fellow-citizen steel work-
ers and wounded scores of oth-
ers, that broke their strikes, that
cut their relief—they knew;
that's why they sat through it
all and scoffed. And that’s why
many ‘‘bad’” boys, while march-
ing to the theatre, disappeared
down the side streets—sneaked
down the alleys and went to the
corner poolroom where they lis-
tened to the

ball-game—played
poker. and ‘‘celebrated” m
Chicago's *
Dw"inmsamam“
to which capitalism condemns
them on every other day.
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Action--Camera

By MARTIN EDEN

““‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’’ has been widely
hailed as Hollywood's challenge to the dic-
tators. It has been received in “liberal” quar-
ters as a great stride to cinematic realism and
courage. Since this, then, is the picture that
places Warner Brothers on the side of the
‘“‘democracies,” it is necessary to analyze it
carefully. i

That the picture openly attacks the Nazi
Bund development in this country is true. It is
likewise true that the picture attacks‘the Hitler
regime in general, and its United States spy
network in particular. However we have be-
come accustomed to the easy flow of Hitler
denunciation from the lips of various political

fakers and Fourth-of-July orators. It is neces-
sary to find out who is making the noise and
what motives the anti-fascist screen may con-
ceal.

The motivation of the picture is revealed by
the concentration of the plot on only one phase
of the Hitler forces in America—the ‘‘spy-
menace.”” The star of the movie is the fed-
eral investigator who tracks down the spies.
The villains are villainous because they are
obtaining army secrets. The entire struggle
element in the film is the conflict between the
insidious espionage ring and its nemesis, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

EXPLOIT ANTI-FASCIST SENTIMENT

That the picture entirely skirts the real
struggle against fascism, that it represents
only the imperialist antagonism to Hitler is
proven in a scene portraying the Berlin mili-
tary board at work. Here, Goebbels explains
the purpose of the spy ring in the Americas.
He points to a map of South America and says
that there lies Hitler’'s goal—the rich markets
of South America.

This is the evil that the picture denounces in
such eloquent disguise. The Nazis want South
America. They want to steal it from ‘“‘us.”
That is why Hollywood flails Hitler. Not over
the issue of democracy, but because he men-
aces American imperialist domination. The
attack on the German-American Bund is only
incidental to the task of whipping up hatred
against Germany because it is the imperialist
competitor.

WHY LABOR FIGHTS FASCISM

All real anti-fascist fighters will reject this
pot-calling-the-kettle-black approach to the
problem. Labor fights fascism because the
shirted hordes are union-smashers. Labor
fights the fascist thugs because it knows that
fascism is only a new demagogy for exploita-
tion and war-mongering of the old school. And
this fight includes not only the Bund, but also
the American brand of jingo and anti-union
movements.

But this fight against fascism is slightly be-
yond the scope of Hollywood’s latest mock tilt
with the windmill.

L B L]

An Enzllsh importation, ‘‘Goodbye Mr.
Chips,” rolled lightly off this reviewer’s shoul-
ders. It is the story of an English school
teacher, his trials and tribulations. Robert
Donat ages as gracefully and more capably
than most handsome actors. See this one at
your own peril. The sentiment is very Eng-
lish and very thick. :
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Don’'t go to see ‘“‘Let Freedom Ring’ be-

cause it doesn’t.

LOU COOPER SAYS .

Mothers Day, 1939—I con-
sulted my mother and she re-
fuses to trade me for a gold

star.

again.

By JOE CARROLL

When I came back after three
years in the Army, everybody
said, why did you do it. I
couldn’t give them a good an-
swer because I guess I didn’t
know myself. So I started to
think, why did I do it?

When I was a kid my father
sent me to an-Orphan Asylum in
New York City. My mother died
some time before that, I can’t
remember exactly when. I don’t
remember anything about my
mother, but I got & nice picture
of her that my old man gave
me.

I don’t even want to remember
what it was like in the O. A.
We'll just skip that part of the
story. I was 16 years old when I
got out of the place. The asylum
got me a job im a doll factory
down on Bleeker St. All day

a week, I packed kewpie dolls
and lifted cartons. On Saturdays

)

I collected my pay—nine bucks,
grand total.

I lived at a place in downtown
Manhattan where the orphan
asylum sent us ‘‘graduates.”” It's
a sort of Y. For $6.50 per week
I got a room and 2 meals a day.

After the O.A., this place
seemed pretty good to me. I
didn't have to have my life reg-
ulated by a bell. I could come
and go pretty much as I pleased.
The meals wouldn't make any-
body write home, but they were
better than the slop they dished
up at my alma mater.

TO THE FLOPHOUSE

I lived at the ‘‘House’” for a
year when I lost my job. For
a month I managed to stall off
the ‘head guy’ while I looked
for a job. The last week I was
afraid to come down to meals.
The kids in the House helped me
out with two bits now and then,
but most of them just got by on
their wages and couldn’t do
much for me. Finally, the ‘“‘head
guy' caught up with me. He
told me to get out. When I told
him I didn’t have a place to go,
he said, ‘““What can I do? Go to
the Municipal Lodging House,
they’ll take care of you.”

Well, there was nothing to do
but to pack and go. After two
nights in that crummy flea joint
they call the Municipal Lodging
House, I wasn’t going back there

BACK TO THE HOUSE

I was sitting in the Automat
on 14th Street thinking what I
could do next. I knew my old
man was someplace in the state
of Pennsylvania but even if I
knew his address I couldn’'t get
anything from him. I guess he
and I never did hit it off. The
only thing I could think of was
to walk over to the ‘‘House.”
Down at the ‘“House’ the fel-
lows listened to my stories and
set me up to a meal. After a
while I went around to see the
‘“head guy.” I could see he
wasn’t tickled to see my face.
He gave me the same story as
last time, only this time, he gave

me a letter to a ‘‘charitable in-

long, nine hours a day, six days,

stitution’ over on 21st. I went
down there right away.

But it was the same old rur
round, A lady social worke®
asks me, ‘How old are you?' I
tell her I'm eighteen. She says
‘““You're too old to get help here.
Why don’t you try the Municipal
Lodging House?’’ If she wasn't
a lady I would've socked her.

I went back to the House to
tell the boys my troubles. I had
to talk to someone. Ong of the
boys said that a guy could get a
place to flop and three meals a
day in the Army. That set me
thinking

The next day I went over to
the Army Recruiting Office. I
figured it couldn’t hurt to just
ask for information.

RECRUITING TECHNIQUE

The recruiting sargeant shook
my hand and gave me a big
smile. He asks me questions.
Where were you born, how old
are you, where's your folks,
what've you been doing the last
few years, did you ever have the
flu, the ——, any tb. in your
family? . .. All in a nice friendly
way. And I talk my heart out.
I begin to feel good. Here's a
fellow in a uniform who doesn’t
growl at a guy, doesn’'t say keep
moving, doesn’t hold a club un-
der your nose.

All the time the sargeant is
writing and smiling and asking
questionsg I ask him, ‘“Any
chance of learning auto mechan-
ics in the Army?" (I'd heard
you could learn a trade in the
army and I sure would like to
know auto mechanics.) He
stands up and says, ‘‘You can
make something outa yourself in
the Army, you can do what you
want, you can learn what you
‘want, you can be somebody.”
He puts his arm around my
shoulder. ‘‘The more young fel-
lows like you we have in this
country, the better off this coun-
try is. We need more patriotic
young men like you. We got to
build up the army to show the
other countries what good patri-
ots we got in the U.S.A.”

After this spiel'I was feeling
pretty good, almost ready to join
up. The sergeant says, ‘‘Now,
kid, you just go and let the Doc
look you over.”” Before I could
open my mouth to say yes or no,
the sergeant talks me right into
the doctor’s office. I strip and
line up with the other fellows.
The Doc looks down your throat,
knocks you on the back, listens
to your heart, sees if you got
flat feet, makes you read a chart
to find out if you need glasses.
While this is going on, a big fat
slob of a sergeant comes in and
looks us over. He pats a fat guy
on the”belly and says ‘‘That’ll
come off in the Army.”” He slaps
a thin guy on the back. “We’ll
build you up in the Army.” I
think to myself, where does he
get off, I'm not in the Army yet.

NO ESCAPE

I'm no sooner through with the
Doc than the recruiting sergeant
is talking to me again. Well,
kid, ‘he says, “Now all we need
is your birth certificate.” I
jump at the chance to get out of
the place and think things over.
I say “I'll be glad to go down to
the Board of Health and get it.”
But the sergeant tells me that
it's not necessary, he’ll phone up
the Board of Health, that's the

way things are done in the Army. ;

You're In The Army Now

He points to a bench and says,
“Just wait there.”

While I'm waiting, another,
guy in a uniform comes in, lines
up the fellows, and starts in tak-
ing their fingerprints. I get a
feeling that I ought to make a
dash for the door, but before I
can make up my mind, this fin-
gerprint guy grabs my hand and
puts my fingers in the ink. I
don’t say a word.

I wait for another half hour.
The recruiting sergeant comes
over. He says, ‘‘You three fel-
lows, you’re okay. I just heard
from the Board of Health. Now
just go up to the third floor and
report in room 4.”” And he gives
us each a piece of paper with a
lot of typewriting on it.

On the way up, the other two
fellows are talking. I listen in.
One of them says that a guy
doesn’t have a chance in the in-
fantry during a war, its the field
artillery for him, that’s the saf-
est place in the service.

“LOVE STORY” OATH

In room 4, the major, or who-
ever the hell he was, I don't
know for sure to this day, was
sitting behind the desk. His face
was hidden in a Love Story
Magazine. He looks up. With
his free hand, he reaches for a
book. He says, ‘‘Line up here,
boys, and raise your right
hand.”” Then he reads from the
book. (All the time he’s holding
the Love Story in his other hand.
It must have been some story!)
“Do you solemnly swear to pro-
tect your country, and your flag,
live up to all rules and . . .”” We
do. He says, sign here. We sign.
After we sign, he gets up and
says, ‘‘You boys know what
you're doin’, don't you? You
know you're in the army now.
Report to the recrwiting ser-
geant downstairs.”” He sits down
and starts reading the Love
Story again.

By this time I was {feeling
punch drunk. I'd come just for
information, you understand, but
they give you this slick line of
talk, they smile, they pat you on
the back, they say please and ex-
cuse me, and you haven't been
treated like 2 human being in a
year. Well, you're grateful,

you'd feel like a heel to run out.
You don’t want to sign up, you're
not ready, but you don’t know
how to get out of it.

So, in daze, I walk over te
the recruiting sergeant’s desk.
He asks, ‘“What branch of the
service you want to join wup
with?” I remember what the
fellow said on our way up to be
sworn in. Well, I don’t want to
die any sooner than I have to.
I say, ‘“‘Field artillery.” ‘“‘Okay,
he says, here’s your papers, you
can report right away.” And he
gives me my papers and a one-
way ticket to Watertown, N. Y.
I walk towards the door, my
knees are caving in under me,
my throat is dry, my head reel-
ing. I hear the sergeant’s voice,
like it was coming from far-
away, ‘‘“Well, Bnd, you're in the

Army now!” (To be continued)

OOKS.

and their authors
By IRVING HOWE

Out on a section of Flushing, Queens which
was once profitably utilized as a garbage
dump, there are concentrated these days a
prize collection of petty and grand fakers,
stuffed shirt diplomats and other kinds of
crooks, city officials and pickpockets, short
change artists, skilled bull throwers, phoney
culture salesmen who make speeches to which
visiting literary ladies from Oshkosh, Mis-
souri try their best to listen—in short the
Grover Whalens of various sizes and descrip-
tions who run America’s greatest gyp-joint:
the World’s Fair.

If nothing else, this Fair proves what a
limited imagination P. T. Barnum had when
he said that a sucker is born every minute.
His backwardness in this respect may of
course have been due {6 lack of acquaintance
with mass production methods. In any case
I must confess a certain sadistic pleasure in
imagining to myself how this poor Barnum,
who was once called America’s greatest show-
man, must be turning over in his grave with
envy when I read that another half million
Suckers (that word is definitely capitalized»
have paid six bits for the privilege of being
able to pay 35 cents for a hot dog and beans
and of looking at all the wonderful exhibits
which show what wonderful things could be
provided for the masses of the people . . . if
capitalism were the kind of system interested
in the masses of people.

PUT BARNUM TO SHAME

Why really, the comparison is staggering.
Here this poor fellow Barnum got little Tom
Thumb to strut and Florence Nightingale to
sing for him and he was called a master show-
man who filched more dollars from Ameri-
cans than anyone else in his line—that is, le-
gally. But the Grover Whalen ‘“‘Follies’ gets
a whole crew of Kings, Princes, Diplomats,
and Famous People to act as drawing cards.
Why just imagine if Barnum had had the
Prince of Norway in his museum!

But the most fascinating exhibit, at least
to this gaping spectator, which Grover ar-
ranged, was the World Congress of Writers,
which met right in the midst of the World of
Tomorrow. This Grover Whalen, who ar-
ranged for the World of Tomorrow personally,
must really be credited with a splendid imag-
ination. Just think of the idea of getting a
whole crew of the world’s most famous writers
to meet on the Flushing Dump under Grover’s
auspices—Lin Yu Tang, Sholem Ash, Jules
Romains, Pearl Buck, Zweig, Vincent Sheean.
It sort of adds a cultural touch to the whole
affair, doesn't it?

And especially when the assembled literary
worthies take the opportunity to reiterate their
faith in capitalist Civilization and Democracy
(pronounced in the most cultured of accents)
why then it makes it even more delightful.
For after all, we can’t be altogether altru-
istic about this culture stuff, can we Grover,
and a little bit of war-mongering here and
there is very helpful.

Now authors are really, for the most part,
decent sort of chaps (eveq if usually rather
dull) especially when theyve been obliging
enough to write a good bobk. But there’s no
one quite as ignorant as an ignorant author.
And there is no one quite as dangerous as a
writer who combines this ignorance with a
vocal desire to have the Ordinary People go
out and make the World Safe for Democracy.

DRUM UP WAR SPIRIT

That's why these writers who came to the
Fair to beslobber each other with gentie
phrases, the only meaning of which could
possibly be that the workers and youth should
support the coming imperialist war are in
reality so reprehensible. For it was only yes-
terday that such men as Zweig were writing
books in which they exposed the whole roften
system that led to the war in 1914. Only yes-
terday Romains was writing of the decay of
French bourgeois life. And today they are
busy beating the drums.of war-hysteria, serv-
ing as the literary procurers of capitalism.

PARTIES' "ECONOMY' WRECKS

FAKE NYA JOB CONTEST

over the phone, collecting lady
bugs, and cleaning tombstones
(a business that will be a real
money-maker once the war be-

YM PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

which all educators admit is too
large for. efficient teaching.
Summer sessions of the free city
colleges may also be abolished.

At the time of a recent City
Council meeting, 7,000 siudents

Special Offer at 35¢

(Good until June 1st)

1 Year’s Subscription to the
"  Twice-A-Month

Challenge of Youth

....................

| Forward to the Tuwice-A-
Month Challenge of Youth

(Continued from Page 1)
NYA big-wig, complimented his
local flunkies during a recent
stop-over here, for their initia-
tive in thinking up this fraudu-
lent solution to unemployment.

The NYA has published a
mimeographed pamphlet adver-
tising its contest, entitled,
“Think Your Way to a Job.” It
promises to furnish all the ideas
produced by the contest to job-
less youth as tips on how fo
make a living. It indicates the
sort of jobs it has in mind by
offering a few examples of jobs
created by enterprising youth.
Among its more or less sane ex-
amples are the following:

“You will feel free and self-
supporting like a boy in St. Louis
who travelled the highways at
night on his motorcycle, stop-

ping each car with only one
head-light working and selling
the driver a new bulb.” Is this
all that Campbell sees left for
the jobless youth to do—ride
around on a motorcycle all night
looking for guys with one head-
light on the bum! i
Brilliant Suggestions

The pamphlet staggers on: “If
you couldn’t engage in that kind
of work, perhaps you could col-
lect coat hangers and sell them
back to dry-cleaning establish-
ments.” One has to admit that
this Campbell has a real sense
of humor.

Among the other brlght 1deas
suggested by the pamphlet are
chasing after people on a rslny
day with a raincoat or umbrelh
to rent them, organizing quar
tettes to slnz “Happy Blrthd;y"

gins.)

The pamphlet ends with some
helpful advice: “Find out what
you have that someone else is
willing to buy.” And then ‘“This
puts the responsibility squarely
up to you—you've got to make
your own job and you’ve got to
succeed in it.”
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