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Richard Nixon has
been branded as the
chief Watergate con-
spirator in a secret
report prepared by the
special grand jury and
delivered to Federal
Judge John J. Sirica.

This devastating report is
known to specifically accuse
Nixon of having authorized a
payment of about $75,000 to
E. Howard Hunt in March
1973 to stop Hunt from re-
vealing the full extent of the
Watergate conspiracy.

The AFL-CIO must demand
that the full report be made
public now and must call mass
demonstrations in every city de-
manding Nixon’s immediate
resignation and new elections.

The AFL-CIO must call a Con-
gress of Labor to construct a
labor party as the alternative to
Nixon and the Democrats who
are doing all they can to keep
Nixon in power as long as
possible.

The impeachment inquiry
which the Democrats have yet to
begin would drag on for months
while Nixon, already labelled a
criminal, remains in office,
working with the corporations to
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slash jobs,-force up prices, and
cut wages.

Nixon remains m office only
because the Democrats—sup-
ported by the AFL-CIO bureau-
cracy—refuse to move against
him. The working class must
move independently of these
politicians through mass demon-
strations, strike action, and the
building of a labor party.

The Grand Jury reportedly re-
frained from indicting Nixon on
criminal charges only because it
was told by Special Prosecutor
Leon Jaworski that an in-
cumbent president cannot be
forced to stand trial.

However, seven of Nixon’s

closest associates have been in-
dicted on charges ranging from
conspiracy and perjury to ob-
struction of justice.

Never before in American
history has an administration
been so totally exposed.

Former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell, who sought to
railroad Communist Party
member Angela Davis into the
gas chamber and who was
responsible for the frameup of
other militants, faces a possible
30 years in jail plus $42,000 in
fines for conspiracy, obstruc-
tion of justice, false statements
to the FBI, false statements to
the grand jury, and perjury.

Nixon'’s closest advisers, John
D. Ehrlichman and H.R. Halde-
man, both face 25-year jail
terms and fines ranging from
$16,000 to $40,000 on virtually the
same charges as Mitchell.

Others indicted for con-
spiracy include White House
aides Charles W. Colson, Robert
C. Mardian, Gordon C. Strachan,
and Kenneth W. Parkinson.

Further indictments are
expected within the next few
weeks on charges stemming
from the activities of the White
House ‘‘plumbers,” a special
police team set up by Nixon, and
from illegal campaign contri-

(Continued On Page 12)
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Two miners in ullon, West Virginia outside one of the mlnoo.shul by the strike of 21,000 UMW members.

On The Spot Report—
Miners Strike In West Virginia

See Page 9

Baltimore Teachers Vote
To Reject Recommendation

BY LARRY SYMONS

BALTIMORE, Md.-
—A mass meeting of
over 3500 teachers re-
jected a leadership pro-
posal to return to work
and voted 1799 to 1725 to
stay out. Two weeks ago
the teachers turned
down a similar offer
from the city.

The teachers strike is
entering its fifth week, with

the Public School Teachers

Association (PSTA) and
President Karl Boone now
being fined $15,000 and $1000
per day respectively.

These fines were imposed last
Wednesday, when Judge James
Murphy of the State Supreme
Court ruled the union in

'contempt of a court injunction,

Teachers have been on strike
in defiance of the injunction
since February 4 and over 50
have been arrested on various
charges.

Support for the strike from
AFSCME locals and teacher
aides has had only limited effect.
Raymond Clarke of AFSCME
Local 44 and Godfrey Moore of

the Baltimore Teachers Union,
which represents aides, have
refused to take a strong public
stand for honoring picket lines,
even though members of both
locals voted not to cross the line.

W.J. Usery, the federal
mediator, has entered contract
talks to try to impose ar settle-
ment. It was Usery who entered
the Philadelphia teachers strike
last year, under Nixon’s orders,
to break the movement toward a
general strike.

(Continued On Page 12)

*“Eugene V. Debs

and the Birth < the So-
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‘Wohlforth entitied
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versary of publication
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This devastating report is
known to specifically accuse
Nixon of having authorized a
payment of about $75,000 to
E. Howard Hunt in March
1973 to stop Hunt from re-
vealing the full extent of the
Watergate conspiracy..

that the full report be made
public now and must call mass
demonstrations in every city de-
manding Nixon’s immediate
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and voted 1799 to 1725 to
stay out. Two weeks ago
the teachers turned
down a similar offer
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“The Workers Revolutionary Party sees the election
as subordinate to the struggle between the two main
classes.”

This is how Gerry Healy, general secretary of the
Workers Revolutionary Party of Britain, expressed the
policy of the WRP at a mass rally of workers and youth
in London before the British election.

The new political crisis that has emerged from this
election bears this policy out and expresses the revolu-
tionary situation in, Britain and throughout Europe.

h Two fundamental factors

- now determine relations
between classes.

This election was held
under conditions of a
deepening economic
crisis in capitalism,
expressed most sharply
in Britain, the weakest
capitalist country.

> = Unemployment has
increased to over two million; prices on all basic goods
are skyrocketing and basic production is collapsing.
Trade continues to decline with an ever larger balance
of payments deficit.

That this economic crisis was the central issue in the
election was shown after the results when the British
pound plummeted on the exchange markets.

At the same time, the defeat of the Tory government
demonstrates the power of the working class and its
determination to defend its living standards and rights
from attack. The Tory defeat deals a blow to the
attempts of the capitalists to force the working class to
pay for this crisis.

ists” in the union, to blame striking miners for the
economic crisis, have miserably failed.

It is the strength and power of the working class that
has led to the fall of not only the Tories in Britain, but
the Italian, Belgium, French, and Israeli governments
as well. .

In the United States, this same strength has created
the greatest political crisis in US history and has
paralyzed Nixon’s ability to move as decisively as the
capitalists would like against the working class.

It is the same economic crisis that lies behind the
desperation of Nixon to remain in power to carry out a
ruthless drive to slash jobs and living standards.

Under these conditions, the British election in itself

- does not settle anything.

As Alan Thornett, chairman of the All Trades Union
Alliance told the mass rally in London:

“The General Election will only place the ruling
class and the working class at different vantage points
in the terrain of battle.”

Despite the enormous weakness of the Tories, the
economic crisis forces them to prepare dictatorship
and civil war to attempt to impose the will of the capi-
talist class by force.

This is the meaning of the desperate maneuver of
Heath to remain in office despite the loss of any
popular mandate.

This is the meaning of Nixon’s arrogant refusal to

resign or to be impeached despite the hatred of millions -

of working people for his government.

The basic issues facing the British working class, the
fight for decent jobs and wages, housing, and demo-
cratic rights, will be resolved only in the class battles
ahead.

The Class Issues In The British Election h

with a revolutionary situation in which they must either
take the power or face fascism and dictatorship.

Only the Workers Revolutionary Party campaigned
in the election on these issues.

The WRP entered candidates to smash all illusions in
a parliamentary solution, to expose the dictatorial
conspiracy of the Tories, and to warn that the Labour
Party leaders would not be able to defend the working
class.

This campaign was aimed at exposing the reformists
of the Labour Party and through this, to build the
Workers Revolutionary Party as the leadership that
would lead the struggle for power in the next stage of
the struggle.

The slim victory of the Labour Party shows how this
strategy can now lead to a leap in consciousness, as
masses of British workers go beyond this leadership.

The widespread anger and disgust with the policies of
the Labour Party leadership will now make it possible
for a rapid growth in the building of a mass Workers
Revolutionary Party.

American workers must learn from the experiences
of British workers as we enter the same period of
struggle here.

We must fight to demand that the trade union leader-
ship form a labor party to immediately stop Nixon and
the capitalists from impoverishing the working class
and destroying its basic rights. In the struggle for a
labor party, we must immediately demand socialist
policies to answer the crisis and expose the refusal of
the reformist leaders to carry this out.

The central task in this fight is the construction of the
Workers League as a revolutionary party to prepare for
the revolutionary struggles that are ahead.

The election now places the working class directly

\ Heath’s attempt to create a red scare about ‘‘extrem-

Section of the audience at the massive ATUA rally.

4000 Attend ATUA Rally

BY A REPORTER

Over 4000 trade union-
ists and youth attended
the mass ‘‘Solidarity
With the Miners’’ rally,
organized by the All
Trades Unions Alliance
(industrial arm of the
Workers Revolutionary
Party) at the Alex-
andra Palace in London
on February 24.

Contingents came by bus
from Scotland, the North-
east, Manchester, Mersy-
side, South Wales, and from
middle and
England.

Organized in the midst of an
intense election campaign, the
rally was a tremendous step
forward in the building of a
mass revolutionary party in
Britain.

Alan Thornett, chairman of
the ATUA, giving the opening
address, told the rally:

“The General Election will

only place the ruling class and -

southern

the working class at different
vantage points in the terrain of
battle. But battle they must.”

‘“...The election of Labour is
important but only in the sense
of a struggle to compel the the,
Labour Leaders to implement
socialist policies, to expose
them, and through that, the
buildng of a mass Workers
Revolutionary Party.”

Gerry Healy, general secre-
tary of the WRP, emphasized
that the election was ‘‘subor-
dinate to the struggle between
the two main classes.” He said
that only the WRP had entered
the election to fight for a
socialist program to unite the
working class against the Tories.

Healy warned that it was es-
sential for the working class to
learn how to fight and to train a
new leadership.

Following the main speakers,
trade unionists from all basic
industries including many
miners, lined up to speak.

Two transmitting sets at Alex-
andra Palace showed the first-
public presentation of the TV
films of the election campaign,
made by -the Workers Press
Video TV News Service.
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In the evening a play,
“October,” reenacting the 1917
Revolution was produced by a
team of 100 professional writers,
directors, actors, and actresses,
designers, and technicians.

It depicted the key events
between the February over-
throw of the Czar and theé 1917
October insurrection led by
Lenin’s Bolshevik Party.

The biggest response came to
the scene where Lenin returns
from exile at the Finland station.
As red flags unfurled from the
ceiling and workers cheered, the
train moved down the center
aisle of the hall.

General Strike
In Japan, ltaly

Over 527,000 workers went on
strike all over Japan on March
1 in the beginning of a spring
wage offensive.

Government and private
industry workers, miners, and
railway men defied a govern-
ment threat and staged a 24
hour walkout to demand a 30
percent wage increase.

[

In Italy, 14 million workers
staged a nationwide general
strike against soaring inflation
on February 27.

Prior to this in a wave of
wildcat strikes, workers closed
the Fiat Motor plant, which
employs 20,000 workers.

1 Pompidou Prepares

For Class Battles

BY MELODY FARROW

The resignation of
French Prime Minister
Pierre Messmer and the
reorganization of the
cabinet has exposed the
weakness and isolation
of President George
Pompidou’s govern-

‘ment.

The cabinet shakeup is an
attempt to strengthen the
dictatorial powers of the
president in preparation for a
confrontation with the
French working class.

The cabinet was reduced from
22 to 16 ministers. Foreign
Minister Michel Jobert and
Finance Minister Valery Gis-
card D’Estaing retained their
posts. The hated Minister of the
Interior Raymond Marcellin
switched positions with Agri-
cultural Minister Jacques
Chirac.

Messmer stated that
Pompidou’s instructions were
that ‘‘the new team should be
less numerous and that it should
demonstrate cohesion and ef-
ficiency in the greatest possible
manner to take decisions and to
act.”

These moves are in response
to a growing offensive
throughout the working class,
and by students and farmers,
against the Pompidou regime.

DEVALUATION

The recent devaluation of the
franc which has slashed living
standards, a 12 percent rate of
inflation, and rising unemploy-
ment have produced a wave of
strikes and factory occupations
simultaneously in every sector.

At the auto plant Saviem-
Blainville, workers have been
staging work actions for a wage
increase of 100 francs a month, a
cost of living bonus of 500 francs,
and a guaranteed minimum
wage.

In response to their actions,
the company locked out 6400
workers and the rest im-
mediately walked out in soli-
darity.

At the steel mills of Usinor in
Dunkerque, workers invaded

management’s office, holding
three directors captive and para-
lyzing operations for the day.

Virtually every union is nego-
tiating for higher wages. Work
stoppages are taking place at Air
France, and employees of Credit
Lyonnais and the Bank of France
have occupied management
offices.

Hours have been reduced in
textile, auto, the airlines,
shipping, and aerospace. There
were 35,200 unemployed in
December 1973, compared to
8100 the year before.

On February 21, the most
violent street fighting since 1968
between over 10,000 left-wing
demonstrators and CRS riot
police exploded in Paris.

Over 10,000 youth protesting
the visit of Chilean ambassador
Duran Villareal to France were
blocked off by police as they at-
tempted to march on the Chilean
embassy.

Shouting ‘‘Pinochet Assassin,
Pompidou Accomplice’ the
march broke up as molotov cock-
tails were launched at police and
the CRS responded with tear
gas. Over 100 youth were de-
tained.

Only weeks before, hundreds
of thousands of French farmers
marched on provincial capitals
to demonstrate their demand for
higher farm prices.

The mobilization of the riot
police in Paris is a warning that
behind the cabinet reshuffle,
Pompidou is preparing for class
war and dictatorship.

Conditions for a general strike
are rapidly being created. Only
the Stalinist leadership of the
General Federation of Labor
(CGT) has held this back.

The CGT has openly opposed
occupations and is limiting each
struggle to partial protests on
the economic issues alone,
instead of uniting the working
class in a political and indus-
trial offensive to force
Pompidou out and to fight for a
workers government.

While the Pompidou regime is
weak, the French working class
needs a revolutionary lead-
ership to break the hold of
Stalinism and to prepare for the
revolutionary confrontation im-
mediately ahead.
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Oil Companies Hoard
To Force Prices Up

BY A REPORTER

Despite the claims of
the Federal Energy
Office that its increased
allocations of gasoline to
the states would alle-
viate shortages, a sur-
vey by the American
Automobile Association
shows that more ser-
vice stations are
reporting limitations on
purchases, reduced
hours, and longer lines
than ever.

The recent announcement
by Shell Oil and Amoco that
they intend to reduce alloca-
tions to gas stations in March
will increase the chaos. The
Shell allocation will be cut

Young Socialists

“from 85 to 70 percent of their

1972 allocations.

Dutch Shell increased profits
by 153 percent last year to $1 78
billion.

Amoco is cutting allocations
from 80 percent to 75 percent.

These announcements come on
the heels of new price increases
that raise pump prices by 2 cents
a gallon nationally with new
increases of up to 5 cents on the
way.

MINERS

While thousands of miners in
West Virginia are striking
against the fule shortages, gas
station dealers are threatening
more strikes to protest Nixon’s
policies.

There is no question that the
large oil corporations are deli-
berately holding back supplies to
drive up prices.

API statistics reveal that

gasoline production and stocks
are almost equal to a year ago
and stocks of crude oil are
greater.

Despite big cutbacks in auto
use, supplies continue to dry up.

Hoarding is taking place on a
staggering scale. Representa-
tive Charles Vanick revealed
that oil is being stored all across
the country in rail tank cars,
which are now so scarce that
normal rail movement is
becoming impossible.

As far as the major oil
producers are concerned, gas
and oil will remain unavailable
until prices of 70°to 80 cents a
gallon convince them to release
some of their stocks.

Nixon’s pledge to veto the
energy bill because it includes a
plan for limited price rollbacks
means that they will enjoy full
government cooperation for
their plans.

MARCH ON WASHINGTON
FORGE NIXON OUT!

- Labor Must

Act On Jobs

Build A
Labor Party .

Buses leaving from £77
NYC, Boston, Philadelphla."y
Baltimore, Bethlehem-
Allentown-Reading area.

Chicago

Assemble: Sherman Park (Garfield & Loomis)

Rally: Ogden Park
(Marquette & Loomis)

Transportation from Dayton, Detroit, St. Louis,

Minn., Madison

For information call 312-327-2620 evenings.

San Francisco

Assemble: Dolores Park

Rally: Union Square

Transportation from Los Angeles, Oakland,
Palo Alto, San Jose

For further information call 415-824-4096.

March 16 $5 transportation & dance

For further information call 212-924-0852
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Wage Board
Approves New

Price Hikes

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

The Latin American
style inflation predicted
for the United States by
Federal Reserve Board
Chairman Arthur Burns
last week has already
begun with a new round
of staggering price
increases.

No sooner had Burns
finished speaking than the

Cost of Living Council an-
nounced that it was re-

'moving controls on steel

prices.

An immediate 5 percent beost
in prices by all major producers
is expected and raises as high as
11 percent by smaller pro-
ducers.

In addition, the Council gave
its permission for automatic in-
creases on a monthly basis to
reflect increased prices in steel
and iron scrap.

The new steel increases will
lead auto manufacturers to
pressure for bigger price
increases.

The Department of Agri-
culture announced that farm
prices have more than doubled
since 1967, are up 36 percent ove
a year ago, and are now rising a
an annual rate of 20 percent.

On Friday, gasoline price.
were raised at all independent
statlons by 2 cents a gallon. But

“this is only the begmnmg The

large oil companies are also in-
creasing their prices to the
dealers from a one cent to more
than 5 cents a gallon.

Getty Oil is increasing charges

"by five and one quarter cents a

gallon, which added to the 2 cent
increase, comes to more than 7
cents.

Standard Oil announced that
all gasoline was being raised by 1
cent and in a blow to the truckers
who just returned from striking
over fuel costs raised prices on
diesel fuel by three and one-half
cents.

Energy czar William Simon
has predicted that gasoline
prices will go to at least 75 cents.

On Saturday, first class mail
goes from 8 cents to 11 cents and
an airmail letter from 11 cents to
13. Even these increases have
been declared ‘‘temporary’’
pending hearings by the Postal
Rate Commission on new
charges.

New York City workers have
been hit by electricity rate
increases of 12.3 percent pending
a final decision on a request for a
29.2 percent hike by the Consoli-
dated Edison Company.

2.5 million tenants now face
rent rises of up to 11.5 percent on
‘“rent controlled’’ apartments.

These |staggering rises are
only the beginning as the impact
of higher prices for oil imports
has yet to be passed on in
innumerable products made
from petroleum. Estimates for
imports last month reveal a $1.5
billion rise for a reduced amount
of ail.

The latest announcements by
the Department of Commerce
that the US balance of trade is
expected to go into deficit, once
again, mean a further erosion of

the dollar and guarantee that the
gold panic and the rush into com-
modities will continue to bid
prices up to astronomical levels.
SLASHES

These new slashes on the
living standards of millions of
workers only prove the impos-
sibility of ‘‘controlling” infla-
tion when paper money itself has
broken down as a standard of
value.

Big business has only one
program—yvicious wage slashing
through unlimited price
increases, wage freezing, and an
all-out drive to destroy the
power of the unions through
mass unemployment.

Avenge |
Puig Antich

The fascist regime of
General Franco brutally
executed Salvador Puig
Antich, a member of the
Iberian Liberation Move-
ment on March 2 at 10 am.

Franco denied all appeals
to grant Antich a reprieve and
deliberately ordered his
murder in the most barbaric
and medieval manner, by
garroting.

The garrote, a steel collar,
is tightened until the indi-
vidual is strangled or his
spine is broken at the base of

the neck.
This act is a savage repri-

sal for the assassination of
the Prime Minister Luis
Carrero Blanco by the
Basque Nahonahst ETA
movement.

It is the first political
execution and the first by
garroting since 1963.

Antich was condemned in
January for killing a police-
man last September who
sought to arrest him for a
bank robbery.

Prior to his execution,
thousands in southern
France, Paris, and in Barce-
lona defied government bans
and marched to demand his
release. v

The new Spanish regime
headed by Carlos Arias
Navvaro hopes that Antich’s
death will intimidate and
repress any opposition to
their policies.

On the contrary, it will
harden the determination of
the Spanish working class to
destroy the fascist regime.
Antich will be remembered in
the international workers
movement and he will be
avenged in the struggle to
construct a revolutionary
party in Spain to take power.
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New Bedford Youfh

Prepare To Fight

BY DAVID NORTH

NEW BEDFORD,
Mass.—Little remains
of this old town’s past
glory. A little more than
a century ago, it was
perhaps the most impor-
tant harbor in the United
States.

From this town with
cobblestone streets, thou-
sands of sailors escaped each
year aboard great whaling
vessels to the waters of the
Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, and
Artic oceans.

Today, the great whaling days
are recalled only in the mu-
seums and monuments of New
Bedford. Fishing is still an
important industry here, but the
work is seasonal and only during
the summer months can fisher-
men confidently set out for
flounder, scallops, and lobster.

The textile industry, which
replaced the fishing industry as
the economic backbone of New
Bedford, has moved a large part
of its production to the South
over the past decade in search of
cheaper labor costs.

The manufacturing of poly-
esters like nylon which require
the use of petrochemicals is
likely to be cut back because of
the fuel shortage. Thousands of
jobs in Berkshire-Hathaway and
other mills are threatened.

.The unemployment rate

already stands at 7.5 percent.
" “New Bedford was a better
place to live 120 years ago than it
is today,” declared Kenny Leigh-
ton, a fish cutter now out of
work.

“Everything is wrong. You
can’t get fish. You can’t get gas.
You can’t get jobs. My whole
shop is laid off and most fish
cutters are looking for some-
thing to do.”

The mills are not hiring, but
the workers consider them to be
sweatshops where the pay is
kept around or below $2.50 an
hour.

The construction industry is
also depressed. ‘‘Things are
really bad here,” subcontractor
Isaac Pina told the Bulletin.

“I had been working six years
before I got fired. I have never
seen things this bad. Nobody
wants to build a home. All we do
is hang around.”

For youth and young workers,

Brewery

BY MITCH PATTERSON

BROOKLYN, NY-—The
Rheingold Brewery plant
here which has been closed
since February 1, may be re-
opened in the near future
under the management of
Chock Full O’Nuts, the coffee
producer.

Negotiations between Team-
ster Locals 3 and 46, which
represent most of the 1500
workers at Rheingold, and Chock
Full O’Nuts, were completed on
February 26. The agreement
must be ratified by the member-
ship and signed by Rheingold’s
parent-owner, Pepsico, and
Chock Full O’Nuts.

Three smaller craft unions,
representing approximately 300
Rheingold workers, were not
consulted by either the Team-
sters or Chock Full O’ Nuts in

the situation in New Bedford is
the most critical. There are no
jobs and virtually no facilities
for sports.and other forms of
entertainment. Police cruise the
city constantly, often stopping to
arrogantly accuse youth of
“loitering.”

The anger of the youth and
unemployed and immigrant
workers exploded once before in
1970, and the scars of those riots
can still be seen in the burned-
out buildings on Water Street.
New Bedford authorities forci-
bly relocated a large number of
minority workers and youth out-
side the town limits. -

Enormous tension is building
up again. ‘““Why don’t they give
us decent work?”’ asks A.
Felix, a 24-year-old unemployed
worker who came here with his
family from Portugal 19 years
ago.

“I am a citizen of the United
States, but with a president like
Nixon, I'd disown this country.

“At least in Portugal, they
admit that they are robbing you.
Here, the government robs you
and then lies about it.”

Felix looked through the
Bulletin, saw the announcement
of the March 16 rally in Washing-
ton, and said he would like to join
it.

“It is about time working
people do something. We are just
standmg m the streets As soon

as a cop comes by, he’ll tell us to
start moving. The younger cops
think they’re Wyatt Earps or
something. They’ll come up to
you all sassy-mouthed with their
hands on their guns.

“They treat us like second-
class citizens. But this is our
country, not the government’s. It
seems that the government is
them and the people is we.

I feel that the rich people just
come here and look down onus. I
came to America to get away
from all that.

His friend Jimmy agreed that
New Bedford youth were not
going to accept these attacks on
their living standards and basic
rights.

““How am I supposed to live on
$60 a week when I pay $45 inrent
and then have to buy food. And
even after I pay rent, the land-
lord won’t fix the windows.

“I love New Bedford. I'm
proud of this town. But look what
they’ve turned it into. I'm all for
going down to Washington to
fight Nixon, and I know a lot of
other people would feel the same
way.

“I am determined to do some-
thing. I just don’t want my kids
to go through what I have to.”

Felix added:' ‘“The working

people have to get together
against all the people whom we
have to call ‘Mister’ every day.
These are the people who are
destroying everythxng

Lobster lishermen in New Bodford Harbor.

Deal Loses Jobs

the negotiations. To this point,
these unions have refused to sign
the contract.

The Rheingold workers re-
sponded to the plant closure with.
a sit-in and occupation which
lasted for four days.

According to Pepsico, the
Rheingold Breweries were
operating with a $9 million de-
ficit for the last several months.

Chock Full O’Nuts has de-
manded that the workers pay for
at least $6 million of this deficit,
through layoffs, changes in the
job guarantee contained " in the
former contract, and various
“work rule”’ changes before they
would agree to purchase Rhein-
gold.

The president of Local 46, Neil
Borra, stated that there will be a
minimum of 350 men laid off im-
mediately following the plant
reopening, and more once the
operation gets underway.

Chock Full O’Nuts will be
granted full ‘“‘hire and fire”’
powers which will virtually
destroy the grievance pro-
cedures.

To ‘‘soften’” these blows
against the workers, William
Black, Chairman of Chock Full
O’Nuts, has announced that
there will be a 10 percent profit
sharing program.

This farce was exposed when
Neil Borra told the Bulletin that
the company ‘‘has already
claimed that it will take at least
a year to make up the deficit.
They will say that they have
made no profit. Ten percent of
nothing is nothing.”’

In the face of these terms laid
down by Chock Full O’Nuts, and
the acceptance of them by the
union leadership, Rheingold
workers must flatly reject the
whole agreement at the rati-
fication meeting.

Uneniployed yduih elps load truck with Iobers.

Meskill's Aide
Welcomes Nazis

HARTFORD, Conn.—Four
fascists, members of the Na-
tional Socialist White Peoples

. Party, are now touring the

United States attempting to
speak to every governor in
the country about the energy
crisis.

One of the four is Nazi leader
Matt Koehl, who took over the
organization after the death of
former national head George
Lincoln Rockwell.

Last week, they entered the
state capitol in Hartford,
Connecticut, in uniform and
swastika arm-bands, and
demanded to see Governor
Thomas Meskill. Stuart Smith,
aide to Meskill, met with the fas-
cists in place of the governor.

Koehl told Smith that in order
to resolve the nation’s energy
crisis, the United States must
break off all relations with the
“illegitimate Zionist nation of
Israel.”

““If the US dumped Israel, the
Arab boycott problem would
resolve itself,”” Koehl con-
tinued.

The Nazis stated that they

wanted Meskill to use his influ-
ence in Washington in order to
pressure Nixon to stop
supporting Israel.

The commander of the Ameri-
can White People’s Party in
Bridgeport, Connecticut was
interviewed recently on tele-
vision, where he declared they
intended to step up demonstra-
tions and public meetings around
the country.

He explained that they were
now in a position to expand their
activities because there was
support for their policies.

The Nazi ‘‘concern’ about the
oil crisis is a poorly disguised
cover for their anti-semitic and
anti-Black racist propaganda,
aimed at dividing workers at the
very time when they must be
united against Nixon and the
common capitalist enemy.

The fact that Smith just hke
Mayor Alioto in San Francisco
treat the Nazis with respect,
while workers on strike are
attacked and jailed as criminals,
is warning that the Republicans
and Democrats will cooperate
with the Nazis in full.
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‘I support the Workers
evolutionary Party putting up

b

t has been needed for some
§ time.

“In this area, you’'ve always
' had Labour and Conservative
and no real voice for working
people. I think it is a turning
point now and it’s up to working
people to take this chance.’

This was the response of a
young miner who joined the
WRP in Britain after hearing its
candidate Brian Lavery speak at
an election rally in Pontefract-

Castleford.
! Everywhere the Workers
* Revolutionary Party candidates
have campaigned, workers,
§ youth, and housewives spon-
 taneously came forward to join
| the party and help canvas for
votes.

Large teams have tirelessly
fought to bring the program of
the WRP to workers and youth in
the shopping centers, housing
. projects and factories, dis-
tributing the ‘“‘Election Mani-

WRP candidates: Vanessa Redgrave, above, received support of many In-
dian workers in her district; below left, 21-year-old Sylvester Smart; right,
Bill Lavery talks to shoppers. Bottom, left to right: film director Roy
Battersby; Kate Blakeney; Stephen Hammond received enthusiastic
response from 500 workers in Central Dunbartonshire after demanding
nationalization of basic industries under workers control.

British
Trotskyists
Campaign!

festo’” and selling hundreds of
copies of Workers Press.

In Central Dunbartonshire, at
a meeting of 500 workers,
Stephen Hammond, WRP candi-
date was loudly applauded for
demanding nationalization of
basic industry and food mono-
polies, and exposed the other six
candidates who refused to take a
stand on it.

BANKRUPTCY

In Wallsend, as in other areas,
Labour Party campaigners
would disappear as soon as they
saw the WRP, who has con-
sistently attacked the bank-
ruptcy of the Labour Party over
their loudspeakers.

Forty miners heard Dave
Temple and WRP national
Secretary Gerry Healy speak

, and later Temple addressed 300

miners and their wives at a
bingo hall.

In Stechford, youth have
crowded into the WRP election
headquarters and two new
Young Socialist branches have

been launched during the
campaign.

Indian workers in Newham
NE, where numerous street
meetings have been held in the
Indian language Urdu, are
turning towards WRP candidate
Vanessa Redgrave.

In the Welsh mining area of
Merthyr Tydfil, a march of 2000
Hoover workers was followed by
a meeting where the speaker
called for support to the WRP
candidate Roy Battershy.

The Workers Press TV Video
News team has shown films of
the campaign in neighborhood
election offices to bring the
issues to as many people as
possible. .

Housewives and Workers
Press readers have stayed up
getting out election addresses
and turning their homes into
office space.

In the midst of this intense
campaign, the WRP and new
members built the 4000- strong
mass rally of the All Trades
Unions Alliance in London.
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The 1950s and 1960s have produced a

rash of books on the Socialist Party and
Marxism in America. The bulk of these
books were the product of the Cold War

and were funded directly or indirectly

by such big business foundations as the
Fund for the Republic and perhaps even
by the CIA.

Most of these books were written as a
defense of American capitalism under
conditions in which the capitalists felt
threatened internationally by the Soviet
Bloc countries and the colonial revolution.
Their point was that socialism, Marxism,

and Communism, were alien to American:

life, never able to really take root here, and
never would in the future.

The tremendous interest in the question
and the large amount of funds made
available to ‘‘prove’’ the point tended to
prove otherwise. Clearly the Daniel Bells,

_Theodore Drapers, Lewis Cosers, and Irving

Howes were being mustered as so many
troops in an ideological war aimed at
preventing a rebirth of Marxism in
America. One does not muster troops for
battle if there are no troops on the other
side.

No sooner had this school of ‘‘Commun-
ism in American Life”’ cold warriors sub-
sided than they were joined in their efforts
from another quarter. The underlying
crisis of capitalism began to create the
conditions for a new upsurge in the Ameri-
can working class.

The first preliminary expression of this
upsurge was expressed among the Black
masses in the civil rights movements and
then the ghetto explosions, as well as among
the students on the campuses.

At the same time, internationally, the

working class first expressed itself outside

the colonial countries in a rebellion against
Stalinism within the workers states. The
East German uprising, the Polish events,
and the Hungarian Revolution had a
profound impact on the Stalinist movement
in the United States and elsewhere.

What is known as the ‘“‘new left” was a
product of these developments—par-
ticularly, the preparatory stirring among
students and the breakup of the Stalinist
movement. Its leading figures, by and large,
came out of the Stalinist movement or from
families which had been part of the Stalin-
ist movement.

They turned away from this movement,
but refused to confront the cause of the
crisis of Stalinism. In turning away in this
fashion, they broke any connection with the
Communist tradition, while maintaining all
that was reactionary in the policies of
Stalinism.

With this outlook, the so-called new left
fought within the student protest move-
ment against any serious turn to Marxism.
Marxism was under continuous attack as
“victorian,” as the “old left,”” as ‘“‘sects,”
something foreign and European which had
been imposed upon the genuine American
radical tradition.

In this way, the “new left”” defended the
limits of the protest movement by purifying
American history of 100 years of struggle by
Marxists. It actually defended the old petty
bourgeois radicalism of nineteenth century
America.

This defense could not overcome the,

Berger . Fur workers

Weydemeyer Parsons

material conditions which brought into’

being the protest movement: conditions of
world imperialism in crisis, not a nine-
teenth century agricultural country. The
protest movement was but the first wave of
a mammoth upsurge of the working class. It
collapsed almost as fast as it had risen. It
produced no results other than giving the
police forces of the capitalist state consi-
derable training.

The theoreticians of the new left, of
course, never bothered to assess the causes
of the collapse of their own movement. They
simply receeded into the academic ranks

hoping to provide as well as possible for-
themselves and their families, deserting the

new generation of fighters now emerging
among the working class youth.

This new left movement produced two
important books on American radicalism.
One, David Herreshoff’s Origins of Ameri-
can Marxism, we have dealt with else-
where (See Bulletin, November 27, 30;
December 4, 7; January 29, February 1).

Here we will deal with James Wein-

stein’s The Decline Of Socialism in Ameri-
ca, 1912-1925.

James Weinstein was active in the
Stalinist movement in the late 1940s and
early 1950s when he was the New York State
Chairman of the Labor Youth League,
Communist Party youth group.

He broke with the Stalinists following the
Hungarian Revolution. He was associated
with the main theoretical organ of the new
left, Studies On The Left, throughout its
whole existence.

The position of the cold warriors was that
socialism was simply alien to American
thinking, its ‘‘fluid” class relations, its
““prosperous’’ and ‘‘successful”’ form of
capitalism. .

These writers have great difficulty
explaining how it was that such a powerful
socialist movement developed in the period
from 1900 to 1912 or even the somewhat less
but still important influence of the
Communist Party of the 1930s. They seek to
explain away the former as simply popu-
lism in socialist clothing, which collapsed
under the impact of Woodrow Wilson’s New
Freedom. The latter is written off largely as
some big conspiratorial plot.

Weinstein’s position is a little different,
but on certain critical questions it dovetails
that of the cold warriors. He sees the Social-
ist Party of 1900 to 1919 as his model. He
believes it to be a genuine American radical
-movement and highly successful. It is this
movement he hopes to recreate in this new
period.

In discussing why this movement
collapsed, he states: ‘“In large part, the
failure of American socialism has been
internal.”” As Weinstein sees it, in 1900, this
indigenous American socialist movement
burst upon the scene and bounded forward
from strength to strength. It contained
within it a left wing and a right wing, as well
as intermediary tendencies.

But these tendencies did not diverge from
each other in any clear and principled way.
In fact, Weinstein claims, as time wore on,
these tendencies tended to come together.
Thus, in World War One, all major factions
of the Socialist Party stood together in
opposition to the imperialist war, and in
support of the Bolshevik Revolution.

The bulk of Weinstein’s book is an attempt .

Spies
to muster a vast quantity of data to prove
first the size and effectiveness of the
Socialist Party and secondly that the diver-
gences within it were not serious enough to
require a split. Thus the “‘internal’’ cause of
the decline of the Socialist Party was not for
Weinstein the existence within it of
mutually incompatible revolutionary and
reform trends.

Quite the opposite. The party declined and
‘‘socialism’’ with it, because extraneous,
European, Russian issues were artificially
introduced into it. Once this alien virus
entered the pure body of American social-
ism, the disease could not be contained.
Everything which followed until today, with
the possible exception of the beginnings of a
new rebirth in the new left, has been conta-
minated and ruined.

“After 1925 as the old Socialist Party

disintegrated and the farmer-labor move-.

Hayrharket

He states of the CP: ‘It was transformed
from a new expression of American radi-
calism to the American appendage of a
Russian revolutionary power.’’ This exposes
the anticommunist core of Weinstein’s argu-
ment. The American working class may be
“radical’”’ if it wishes, but this radicalism
must be American. Above all, international
questions must be kept out of the American
workers movement. A

On this question, there is unanimity all the
way from the CIA, the Fund for the
Republic, to the New Left. David Herre-
shoff, as we have shown elsewhere, is also
in agreement.

This persistent campaign to keep interna-
tional questions out of the American
workers movement coincides with a new
stage of the capitalist crisis which drives
these questions into the workers move-
ment. The colonial workers, the European
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ment collapsed, the Communist Party
emerged as the central force of American
radicalism. At that stage, and also because
the character of that Party changed then,
the movement for socialism assumed most
of the characteristics it has had con-
tinuously for the past forty years; that is, it
became narrow, sectarian and dominated
by the theoretical and ideological disputes
(in the Marxist sense of the ideology as false
consciousness) inherent in what Isaac
Deutscher calls the problem of primitive
socialist accumulation in Russia.”’

He sums up his case:

“The point is that both the Communists

“and the Socialists had been hopelessly

caught up in conflict over forms of organiza-
tion, attitudes toward fellow Socialists and
concepts of strategy and tactics that did not
grow out of American experience or the
problems of transforming American
society. The legacy of 1919 was the aliena-
tion of American Socialism.”’

The position of Weinstein does not differ
fundamentally from that of Cold War
Theodore Draper. The only difference is
that Draper applied this position to the early
Communist Party instead of the Socialist
Party.

Lawrence, Mass. strike

workers, and now the American workers,
are in a combined revolutionary struggle
against capitalism, with the United States’s
rulers standing as the central prop to capi-
talism.

The American working class can now
develop its political understanding only as
part of the international working class:
thus, the determination of the capitalists to
somehow maintain a separateness of
thought and action between American
workers and their class brothers in Europe
and the colonial areas. The Weinsteins and
the Herreshoffs, as well as the open ser-
vants like the Shannons, Bells and Drapers,
serve the capitalists intellectually in this
task.

It is significant that James Weinstein
beings his book with the year 1900, devoting
no more than a cursory reference to the pre-
history of the Socialist Party. This is
because this pre-history makes clear the
extent to which the American workers
movement developed as part of the Euro-
pean and international struggle of workers
and the relationship between this European
experience and American conditions. At the
same time, such a study would reveal that
not only were the divisions between the.

Frains
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reform and revolutionary tendencies real
within the SP of 1900 to 1919, but such ten-
dencies had a considerable’ pre-history to
them.

Marxism began in America through the
labor of German-American workers. (See
Young Socialist, December, 1973, and Bulle-
tin, January 1, 1974). These forces con-
structed the first sections of the First Inter-
national in this country. They participated
fully in the American Civil War. They
marched through the streets, several thou-
sand strong, to commemorate the Paris
Commune. In the early 1870s, they led
massive movements of the unemployed in
New York City.

The major contribution of these early
Marxists, however, was of a theoretical
nature. In the battle against the Victoria
Woodhull section of the First International,
F.A. Sorge, supported by Marx and Engels,

Pullman strike
defend their interests. He sought to adapt
this to ‘‘American conditions,”’ that is, to or-
ganize workers only in the skilled trades and
to steer clear of any political challenge to
capital. .

The evolution of Gompers and the AFL
parallelled that of the British trade union
leaders who, unlike Gompers, participated
for a period in the First International. It
thus reflected an international tendency in
the workers movement which took the form
within the socialist , movement of Bern-
steinism.

In 1877, the Socialist Labor Party was
formed through a fusion of three small local
groups of German Marxists, the remnants
of what had once been directly under the
First International. Almost from the be-
ginning, two tendencies emerged. The first,
which dominated through 1886, was the
political or LaSallean tendency. The second,

York.

Origins of
American Socialism
by Tim Wohlforth

This series is a reply to The Decline Of
Socialism in America, 1912-1925, a book by
James Weinstein, Monthly Review Press, New
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defeated American radicalism laying a
basis for a working class movement based
on Marxism. Without this battle, there
would have been no Socialist Party, not to
mention the Communist Party.

The Socialist Party stood on the theore-
tical foundations established by the First
International in America and carried for-
ward by the Socialist Labor Party out of
which the Socialist Party emerged. i

It should also be pointed out that that
most ‘“‘American” of workers institutions,
the American Federation of Labor, had a
similar origin. The core of the AFL in its
early days was unions dominated by Ger-
man—-Americans. Samuel Gompers, and
those most closely associated with him,
came from around the early German
Marxist movement. They were all ac-
quainted with Marxism and it had its in-
fluence upon them.

There was always a socialist opposition
within the AFL, sometimes with consid-
erable strength. This opposition, as we shall

see, was not as sharply differentiated from,

Gompers as would appear at first glance.
Gompers took from Marx an under-

standing of the need for workers to or-

ganize independently of the capitalists to.

which dominated in the 1890s, was the trade
union or Marxist tendency.

As the names indicate, these tendencies
paralleled tendencies in the European
movement. However, it would be a great
mistake to see them as simply a matter of
emigres interested in European develop-
ment. The tendencies actually reflected
very real problems in the development of
the American workers movement, prob-
lems which would plague the movement for
many years to come.

It was this same division which was at the
heart of the split within that most Ameri-
can radical formation, the IWW, and which
plagued both the early Socialist and
Communist Parties.

The so-called political or LaSallean wing
was actually a very conservative group
which ended up at one point in endorsing the
Greenback Party in the elections, showing it
had not learned the lessons of the early
Marxists’ break with radicalism.

The group had the most hostile relations
with Engels, getting into a petty wrangle
with Marx’s own daughter and son-in-law
when they toured the country, speaking
before massive audiences, in 1885. F.A.

- Sorge, the one American closest to Engels, .

" never joined the SLP, remaining a political

independent until his death.
The high point in the work of this political

" tendency came in 1886 when it took Engels’s

advice and entered the Henry George move-
ment, supporting him for mayor on a labor
party ticket. George actually received a
very large vote, in part due to the influence
of the SLP within the labor movement of the
city. This stage of work, however, blew up
through the conscious red-baiting of George
himself.

It was actually among the trade union
oriented opposition to the leadership of the
SLP that the most revolutionary tendency
emerged, the so-called social revolu-
tionary, or Chicago idea group. This group,
whose main strength was in Chicago, was
hostile to the reformist course of the
LaSallean leadership headed by an Ameri-
can born radical named Van Patten. As with
the LaSalleans and Marxists, a similar
radical tendency emerged in Europe and
some of those who later joined the ranks of
the social revolutionary grouping were
recent immigrants from Germany. Johann
Most, whose activity was centered in New
York, was the most famous.

However, it would again be a mistake to
see this formation as simply a German
import preoccupied with events in the old
country. Their main concern was the terror
in the United States against the working
class, particularly its immigrant section. In
this period, the overwhelming mass of
industrial workers were immigrants. This
group, while still part of the SLP, formed
organizations known as Lehr und Wehr
Verein. These were clubs devoted to mili-
tary training. They would on occasion
parade through the streets of Chicago fully
armed.

Needless to say the Van Patten leader-
ship of the SLP, at that time playing around
with the Greenback Party, did not feel too
warmly towards these armed bodies and
moved against the social revolutionary
group. This group, which was soon expelled,
was headed by Albert Parsons, a Southerner
who had been active in the reconstruction
legislature in Texas, and August Spies.

The group had no really clear theoretical
outlook. Its economic assessment was
Marxist. It was not even at the beginning
clearly opposed to political action. Its main
point was the need to prepare. for armed
conflict with the capitalists. At various
times, it called itself anarchist, socialist, or
communist. As time went on, it developed
working relations with an anarchist like
Johann Most, though never close ones, and
claimed to support the anarchist inter-
national.

The group gained considerable strength in
Chicago. It was stronger there than the offi-
cial section of the SLP and may have been in
the country as a whole. Many dissident
SLPers joined it. The following is a descrip-
tion of a demonstration of the group in 1884,
two years before the famous Haymarket
affair:

“A mass protest meeting on Thanks
giving Day of 1884, in answer to the
Governor’s Thanksgiving proclamation, is
characteristic enough to warrant considera-
tion. Some three thousand people turned
out, despite severe weather and heard the
speeches of Parsons, Griffin, Fielden,
Spies, and Schwab.

' “Trenchant resolutions against the right

Palmer Raids
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of property were voted, and an ironic
‘Thanksgiving’ resolution was adopted
which declared ‘that we are thankful
because we have learned the true cause of
poverty and know the remedy, and can only
be more thankful when the principles are
put in force.’

“When the addresses were over, most of
those in attendance formed a line of march
and paraded through the city. to the offices
of the Arbeiter-Zeitung. Here, speakers
urged them to organize in preparation ‘for
the inevitable conflict which the capitalist
class would force upon them.’

““Cheers were given for revolutionaries of
every stamp in the Old World and for the
Hicking Valley strikers. Then the parade
once more got under way, arched through
the wealthier section of the city, past the
Palmer House, and by the residence of ex-
Minister Washburne, who was roundly
jeered.

‘“Black and red flags were carried by the
paraders as well as placards, some of which
announced: ‘Private capital is the reward
of robbery.’ ‘Our capitalistic robbers may
well thank their Lord, we their victims have
not yet strangled them.” ‘The proletariat
must be their own liberator.” ”’

This group carried on considerable
activity in the trade unions as their Central
Labor Council was larger than the official
AFL one in Chicago. They played an impor-
tant role in the eight hour day agitation,
fighting all the time for armed preparation
for revolution.

They had considerable support among the
Harvester workers and it was at a rally of
those workers that the famous bomb was
thrown, it is now generally believed by a
police agent, which led to the prosecution
and eventual death of the leaders of this
group.

It is significant to note that Van Patten’s
reaction to Haymarket was to denounce the
victims, pouring out a tremendous amount
of material on anarchism. He thus
responded in the spirit of the present day
Socialist Workers Party. One member of
the SLP, Joseph Dietzgen responded differ-
ently.

This old Marxist, who had independently
of Marx discovered the basic elements of
dialectical materialism, rallied to the
Chicago group, moving .there to edit their
paper. Engels understood the character of
Dietzgen’s reaction, but felt he bent over too
much in the other direé¢tion, blurring impor-
tant political questions of principle.

The Haymarket events thus are.an impor-
tant chapter in the prehistory of the
Socialist Party, for they show that deep
differences had already emerged within the
Marxist movement in America. A strong
reaction, though misguided theoretically,
had developed to the conservative and
centrist policies of the leadership.

While this reaction paralleled a similar
group which emerged in Europe and had
contract with it, it was also a response to
the brutal conditions of class warfare within
the United States.

Precisely in their theoretical confusion
and emphasis on action, these
predominantly German-speaking revolu-
tionaries in Chicago reflected the weak-
nesses as well as fighting spirit of Ameri-
can workers.

TO BE CONTINUED
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The 1950s and 1960s have produced a
rash of books on the Socialist Party and
Marxism in America. The bulk of these
books were the product of the Cold War
and were funded directly or indirectly
by such big business foundations as the
Fund for the Republic and perhaps even
by the CIA.

Most of these books were written as a
defense of American capitalism under
conditions in which the capitalists felt
threatened internationally by the Soviet
Bloc countries and the colonial revolution.
Their point was that socialism, Marxism,
and Communism, were alien to American
life, never able to really take root here, and
never would in the future.

The tremendous interest in the question
and the large amount of funds made
available to ‘‘prove”’ the point tended to
prove otherwise. Clearly the Daniel Bells,
_Theodore Drapers, Lewis Cosers, and Irving
Howes were being mustered as so many
troops in an ideological war aimed at
preventing a rebirth of Marxism in
America. One does not muster troops for
battle if there are no troops on the other
side.

No sooner had this school of ‘‘Commun-
ism in American Life”’ cold warriors sub-
sided than they were joined in their efforts
from another quarter. The underlying
crisis of capitalism began to create the
conditions for a new upsurge in the Ameri-
can working class.

The first preliminary expression of this
upsurge was expressed among the Black
masses in the civil rights movements and
then the ghetto explosions, as well as among
the students on the campuses.

At the same time, internationally, the

working class first expressed itself outside -

the colonial countries in a rebellion against
Stalinism within the workers states. The
East German uprising, the Polish events,
and the Hungarian Revolution had a
profound impact on the Stalinist movement
in the United States and elsewhere.

What is known as the ‘“‘new left” was a
product of these developments—par-
ticularly, the preparatory stirring among
students and the breakup of the Stalinist
movement. Its leading figures, by and large,
came out of the Stalinist movement or from
families which had been part of the Stalin-
ist movement.

They turned away from this movement,
but refused to confront the cause of the
crisis of Stalinism. In turning away in this
fashion, they broke any connection with the
Communist tradition, while maintaining all
that was reactionary in the policies of
Stalinism.

With this outlook, the so-called new left
fought within the student protest move-
ment against any serious turn to Marxism.
Marxism was under continuous attack as
“‘victorian,”’ as the ‘“‘old left,” as “‘sects,”
something foreign and European which had
been imposed upon the genuine American
radical tradition.

In this way, the “new left”” defended the
limits of the protest movement by purifying
American history of 100 years of struggle by
Marxists. It actually defended the old petty
bourgeois radicalism of nineteenth century
America.

This defense could not overcome the.

Berger . Fur workers
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being the protest movement: conditions of
world imperialism in crisis, not a nine-

teenth century agricultural country. The-

protest movement was but the first wave of
a mammoth upsurge of the working class. It
collapsed almost as fast as it had risen. It
produced no results other than giving the
police forces of the capitalist state consi-
derable training.

The theoreticians of the new left, of
course, never bothered to assess the causes
of the collapse of their own movement. They
simply receeded into the academic ranks
hoping to provide as well as possible for

themselves and their families, deserting the

new generation of fighters now emerging
among the working class youth.

This new left movement produced two
important books on American radicalism.
One, David Herreshoff’s Origins of Ameri-
can Marxism, we have dealt with else-
where (See Bulletin, November 27, 30;
December 4, 7; January 29, February 1).

Here we will deal with James Wein- )

stein’s The Decline Of Socialism in Ameri-
ca, 1912-1925. ~

James Weinstein was active in the
Stalinist movement in the late 1940s and
early 1950s when he was the New York State
Chairman of the Labor Youth League,
Communist Party youth group.

He broke with the Stalinists following the

- Hungarian Revolution. He was associated

with the main theoretical organ of the new
left, Studies On The Left, throughout its
whole existence.

The position of the cold warriors was that
socialism was simply alien to American
thinking, its ‘““fluid” class relations, its
“prosperous’” and ‘‘successful” form of
capitalism. :

These writers have great difficulty
explaining how it was that such a powerful
socialist movement developed in the period
from 1900 to 1912 or even the somewhat less
but still important influence of the
Communist Party of the 1930s. They seek to
explain away the former as simply popu-
lism in socialist clothing, which collapsed
under the impact of Woodrow Wilson’s New
Freedom. The latter is written off largely as
some big conspiratorial plot.

Weinstein’s position is a little different,
but on certain critical questions it dovetails
that of the cold warriors. He sees the Social-
ist Party of 1900 to 1919 as his model. He
believes it to be a genuine American radical
.movement and highly successful. It is this
movement he hopes to recreate in this new
period.

In discussing why this movement
collapsed, he states: “In large part, the
failure of American socialism has been
internal.”” As Weinstein sees it, in 1900, this
indigenous American socialist movement
burst upon the scene and bounded forward
from strength to strength. It contained
within it a left wing and a right wing, as well
as intermediary tendencies.

But these tendencies did not diverge from
each other in any clear and principled way.
In fact, Weinstein claims, as time wore on,
these tendencies tended to come together.
Thus, in World War One, all major factions
of the Socialist Party stood together in
opposition to the imperialist war, and in
support of the Bolshevik Revolution.

The bulk of Weinstein’s book is an attempt .

Spies
to muster a vast quantity of data to prove
first the size and effectiveness of the
Socialist Party and secondly that the diver-
gences within it were not serious enough to
require a split. Thus the “‘internal’’ cause of
the decline of the Socialist Party was not for
Weinstein the existence within it of
mutually incompatible revolutionary and
reform trends.

Quite the opposite. The party declined and
‘‘socialism’’ with it, because extraneous,
European, Russian issues were artificially
introduced into it. Once this alien virus
entered the pure body of American social-
ism, the disease could not be contained.
Everything which followed until today, with
the possible exception of the beginnings of a
new rebirth in the new left, has been conta-
minated and ruined.

“After 1925 as the old Socialist Party

disintegrated and the farmer-labor move-,

Haymarket

He states of the CP: “It was transformed
from a new expression of American radi-
calism to the American appendage of a
Russian revolutionary power.”’ This exposes
the anticommunist core of Weinstein’s argu-
‘ment. The American working class may be
“radical’”’ if it wishes, but this radicalism
must be American. Above all, international
questions must be kept out of the American
workers movement. .

On this question, there is unanimity all the
way from the CIA, the Fund for the
Republic, to the New Left. David Herre-
shoff, as we have shown elsewhere, is also
in agreement.

This persistent campaign to keep interna-
tional questions out of the American
workers movement coincides with a new
stage of the capitalist crisis which drives
these questions into the workers move-
ment. The colonial workers, the Europeqn

reform and revolutionary tendencies real
within the SP of 1900 to 1919, but such ten-
dencies had a considerable- pre-history to
them.

Marxism began in America through the
labor of German-American workers. (See
Young Socialist, December, 1973, and Bulle-
tin, January 1, 1974). These forces con-
structed the first sections of the First Inter-
national in this country. They participated
fully in the American Civil War. They
marched through the streets, several thou-
sand strong, to commemorate the Paris
Commune. In the early 1870s, they led
massive movements of the unemployed in
New York City.

The major contribution of these early
Marxists, however, was of a theoretical
nature. In the battle against the Victoria
Woodhull section of the First International,
F.A. Sorge, supported by Marx and Engels,

Pullma strike

defend their interests. He sought to adapt
this to ‘“‘American conditions,’’ that is, to or-
ganize workers only in the skilled trades and
to steer clear of any political challenge to
capital. .

The evolution of Gompers and the AFL
parallelled that of the British trade union
leaders who, unlike Gompers, participated
for a period in the First International. It
thus reflected an international tendency in
the workers movement which took the form

within the socialist movement of Bern- -

steinism.

In 1877, the Socialist Labor Party was
formed through a fusion of three small local
groups of German Marxists, the remnants
of what had once been directly under the
First International. Almost from the be-
ginning, two tendencies emerged. The first,
which dominated through 1886, was the
political or LaSallean tendency. The second,
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Origins of
American Socialism
by Tim Wohlforth

This series is a reply to The Decline Of
Socialism in America, 1912-1925, a book by
James Weinstein, Monthly Review Press, New

ment collapsed, the Communist Party
emerged as the central force of American
radicalism. At that stage, and also because
the character of that Party changed then,
the movement for socialism assumed most
of the characteristics it has had con-
tinuously for the past forty years; that is, it
became narrow, sectarian and dominated
by the theoretical and ideological disputes
(in the Marxist sense of the ideology as false
consciousness) inherent in what Isaac
Deutscher calls the problem of primitive
socialist accumulation in Russia.”

He sums up his case:

“The point is that both the Communists
and the Socialists had been hopelessly
caught up in conflict over forms of organiza-
tion, attitudes toward fellow Socialists and
concepts of strategy and tactics that did not
grow out of American experience or the
problems of transforming American
society. The legacy of 1919 was the aliena-
tion of American Socialism.”

The position of Weinstein does not differ
fundamentally from that of Cold War
Theodore Draper. The only difference is
that Draper applied this position to the early
Communist Party instead of the Socialist
Party.

ence, Mass. strike

workers, and now the American workers,
are in a combined revolutionary struggle
against capitalism, with the United States’s
rulers standing as the central prop to capi-
talism.

The American working class can now
develop its political understanding only as
part of the international working class:
thus, the determination of the capitalists to
somehow maintain a separateness of
thought and action between American
workers and their class brothers in Europe

and the colonial areas. The Weinsteins and .

the Herreshoffs, as well as the open ser-
vants like the Shannons, Bells and Drapers,
serve the capitalists intellectually in this
task.

It is significant that James Weinstein
beings his book with the year 1900, devoting
no more than a cursory reference to the pre-
history of the Socialist Party. This is
because this pre-history makes clear the
extent to which the American workers
movement developed as part of the Euro-
pean and international struggle of workers
and the relationship between this European
experience and American conditions. At the
same time, such a study would reveal that

not only were the divisions between the.

Fraina

defeated American radicalism laying a
basis for a working class movement based
on Marxism. Without this battle, there
would have been no Socialist Party, not to
mention the Communist Party.

The Socialist Party stood on the theore-
tical foundations established by the First
International in America and carried for-
ward by the Socialist Labor Party out of

‘which the Socialist Party emerged. )
It should also be pointed out that that

most ‘‘American’’ of workers institutions,
the American Federation of Labor, had a
similar origin. The core of the AFL in its
early days was unions dominated by Ger-
man-Americans. Samuel Gompers, and
those most closely associated with him,
came from around the early German
Marxist movement. They were all ac-
quainted with Marxism and it had its in-
fluence upon them.

There was always a socialist opposition
within the AFL, sometimes with consid-
erable strength. This opposition, as we shall

see, was not as sharply differentiated from

Gompers as would appear at first glance.
Gompers took from Marx an under-
standing of the need for workers to or-

ganize independently of the capitalists to.

" Russian Revolution, 1917.

which dominated in the 1890s, was the trade
union or Marxist tendency.

As the names indicate, these tendencies
paralleled tendencies in the European
movement. However, it would be a great
mistake to see them as simply a matter of
emigres interested in European develop-
ment. The tendencies actually reflected
very real problems in the development of
the American workers movement, prob-
lems which would plague the movement for
many years to come.

It was this same division which was at the
heart of the split within that most Ameri-
can radical formation, the IWW, and which
plagued both the early Socialist and
Communist Parties.

The so-called political or LaSallean wing
was actually a very conservative group
which ended up at one point in endorsing the
Greenback Party in the elections, showing it
had not learned the lessons of the early
Marxists’ break with radicalism.

The group had the most hostile relations
with Engels, getting into a petty wrangle
with Marx’s own daughter and son-in-law
when they toured the country, speaking
before massive audiences, in 1885. F.A.

.Sorge, the one American closest to Engels, .

%

" never joined the SLP, remaining a political

independent until his death.
-The high point in the work of this political

" tendency came in 1886 when it took Engels’s

advice and entered the Henry George move-
ment, supporting him for mayor on'a labor
party ticket. George actually received a
very large vote, in part due to the influence
of the SLP within the labor movement of the
city. This stage of work, however, blew up
through the conscious red-baiting of George
himself.

It was actually among the trade union
oriented opposition to the leadership of the
SLP that the most revolutionary tendency
emerged, the so-called social revolu-
tionary, or Chicago idea group. This group,
whose main strength was in Chicago, was
hostile to the reformist course of the
LaSallean leadership headed by an Ameri-
can born radical named Van Patten. As with
the LaSalleans and Marxists, a similar
radical tendency emerged in Europe and
some of those who later joined the ranks of
the- social revolutionary grouping were
recent immigrants from Germany. Johann
Most, whose activity was centered in New
York, was the most famous.

However, it would again be a mistake to
see this formation as simply a German
import preoccupied with events in the old
country. Their main concern was the terror
in the United States against the working
class, particularly its immigrant section. In
this period, the overwhelming mass of
industrial workers were immigrants. This
group, while still part of the SLP, formed
organizations known as Lehr und Wehr
Verein. These were clubs devoted to mili-
tary training. They would on occasion
parade through the streets of Chicago fully
armed.

Needless to say the Van Patten leader-
ship of the SLP, at that time playing around
with the Greenback Party, did not feel too
warmly towards these armed bodies and
moved against the social revolutionary
group. This group, which was soon expelled,
was headed by Albert Parsons, a Southerner
who had been active in the reconstruction
legislature in Texas, and August Spies.

The group had no really clear theoretical
outlook. Its economic assessment was
Marxist. It was not even at the beginning
clearly opposed to political action. Its main
point was the need to prepare. for armed
conflict with the capitalists. At various
times, it calied itself anarchist, socialist, or
communist. As time went on, it developed
working relations with an anarchist like
Johann Most, though never close ones, and
claimed to support the anarchist inter-
national.

The group gained considerable strength in
Chicago. It was stronger there than the offi-
cial section of the SLP and may have been in
the country as a whole. Many dissident
SLPers joined it. The following is a descrip-
tion of a demonstration of the group in 1884,
two years before the famous Haymarket
affair:

“A mass protest meeting on Thanks
giving Day of 1884, in answer to the
Governor’s Thanksgiving proclamation, is
characteristic enough to warrant considera-
tion. Some three thousand people turned
out, despite severe weather and heard the
speeches of Parsons, Griffin, Fielden,
Spies, and Schwab.

. “Trenchant resolutions against the right

Palmer Raids
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of property were voted, and an ironic
‘Thanksgiving’ resolution was adopted
which declared ‘that we are thankful
because we have learned the true cause of
poverty and know the remedy, and can only
be more thankful when the principles are
put in force.’

“When the addresses were over, most of
those in attendance formed a line of march
and paraded through the city. to the offices
of the Arbeiter-Zeitung. Here, speakers
urged them to organize in preparation ‘for
the inevitable conflict which the capitalist
class would force upon them.’

‘‘Cheers were given for revolutionaries of
every stamp in the Old World and for the
Hicking Valley strikers. Then the parade
once more got under way, arched through
the wealthier section of the city, past the
Palmer House, and by the residence of ex-
Minister Washburne, who was roundly
jeered.

“Black and red flags were carried by the
paraders as well as placards, some of which
announced: ‘Private capital is the reward
of robbery.” ‘Our capitalistic robbers may
well thank their Lord, we their victims have
not yet strangled them.’ ‘The proletariat
must be their own liberator.” ”’

This group carried on considerable
activity in the trade unions as their Central
Labor Council was larger than the official
AFL one in Chicago. They played an impor-
tant role in the eight hour day agitation,
fighting all the time for armed preparation
for revolution.

They had considerable support among the
Harvester workers and it was at a rally of
those workers that the famous bomb was
thrown, it is now generally believed by a
police agent, which led to the prosecution
and eventual death of the leaders of this
group. .

It is significant to note that Van Patten’s
reaction to Haymarket was to denounce the
victims, pouring out a tremendous amount
of material on- anarchism. He thus
responded in the spirit of the present day
Socialist Workers Party. One member of
the SLP, Joseph Dietzgen responded differ-
ently.

This old Marxist, who had independently
of Marx discovered the basic elements of
dialectical materialism, rallied to the
Chicago group, moving .there to edit their
paper. Engels understood the character of
Dietzgen’s reaction, but felt he bent over too
much in the other direétion, blurring impor-
tant political questions of principle.

The Haymarket events thus are.an impor-
tant chapter in the prehistory of the
Socialist Party, for they show that deep
differences had already emerged within the
Marxist movement in America. A strong
reaction, though misguided theoretically,
had developed to the conservative and
centrist policies of the leadership.

While this reaction paralleled a similar
group which emerged in Europe and had
contract with it, it was also a response to
the brutal conditions of class warfare within
the United States.

Precisely in their theoretical confusion
and emphasis on action, these
predominantly German-speaking revolu-
tionaries in Chicago reflected the weak-
nesses as well as fighting spirit of Ameri-
can workers.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Maligned
And Mis-
lunderstood

Richard Gerstenberg,
chairman of the General Motors
Corporation, is upset that people
do not really understand the
American profit system.

“We want to abolish poverty.
We want to rebuild our cities. We
‘Jaim for full employment,...”

Most people have gotten the
opposite impression, for some
reason. He says ‘‘not enough
Americans understand this. To
them, the word ‘profit’ has a
grubby, selfish sound.

“This lack of public under-
standing seriously threatens our
competitive private enterprise
system.”

According to recent opinion
polls, only 3 percent of the
American people think business
is not making enough profit,
while 10 times as many, 35
percent, think business is
making too much money.

“The public is wrong. Dan-
gerously wrong, because the
typical corporation is not the
insensitive, unchanging inac-
cessible giant that so many
picture it to be. On the contrary,
it is one of the most flexible and
responsive of man’s creations. I*
takes on the character of its
times.”’

Most American workers know
that today that means unem-
ployment and high prices.

For the first time since World
War Two, the majority no longer
think that companies should be
allowed to make all the profits
they can.

‘““This is a road down which we
dare not travel..It is a road
which leads ultimately to the end
of private enterprise.”

Crusade
For Nixon

President Nixon is desperate
for support these days, but has
found it in Rev. Sun Myung Moon
who has waged a 40-day “‘For-
give, Love, Unite” crusade in
behalf of Nixon in a dozen world
capitals.

Every morning at the White
House gates, Mr. Moon and his
followers prayed for forgive-
ness of Watergate. They paraded
in downtown Tokyo with effigies
and photographs of Nixon. In
Seoul, reporters who covered the
demonstration were given a
“gift”” of two days salary by the
church.

On February 1, Moon was
ushered into the presence of
Nixon. Greeting Nixon with an
embrace, he prayed fervently,
while Nixon listened silently. He
ended saying: ‘“Don’t knuckle
under to pressure. Stand up for
your convictions.”

Who is this unusually zealous
supporter?

The Rev. Mr. Moon enjoys a
warm relationship with the
Korean military-backed dic-
tatorship headed by President
Park. Park has been jailing
Christian clergymen for their
opposition to his repressive
policies, while the Rev. Mr.
Moon and principle supporters
gel unrestricted travel and ex-

change privileges.

During a dispute between
major church organizations and
Moon’s group in 1968, his fol-
lowers poured a pot of urine and
feces on the head of a Seoul
Napional University professor of
religion.

In the last 18 months, the
Moonies have bought two
mansions in Westchester
County, NY, for $850,000 and
$625,000. It has just completed a
$1.5 million deal to buy the Chris-
tian Brothers Seminary in
Barrytown, NY.

The Rev.’s personal finances
are kept in secret books; how-
ever, his net worth has been |
widely reported to be in the
range of $15 million, although he
was flat broke when he started.

The Rev. Mr. Moon’s business
card lists him as chairman of the
board and founder of five com-
panies, which manufacture a
variety of products such as titan-
ium, ginseng tea and air rifles.
These industries, according to
church officials in Seoul, are the
personal possessions of the Rev.
Mr. Moon.

Their political education front,
the Freedom Leadership
Foundation (FLF) states its
mission is to achieve ‘ideo-
logical victory over com-
munism in the United States.”

FLF conducts ideological anti-
communist training institutes
and bookstores, and carries out
campus counteractivism.

Moon’s closest associate, is
one Lt. Col. Pak. Pak also
presides over the Washington
based Korean Cultural Freedom
Foundation (KCFF).

Pak, assistant military
attache here of the Seoul govern-
ment from 1961 to 1964, is
reported by Korean emigres
here to still maintain his con-
nections in military and intel-
ligence circles in Seoul.

In 1971 when the KCFF found

sitself under investigation by the

FBI and State Department, they
were successfully defended by
Robert Amory Junior, former
deputy director for operations of
the CIA.

Back At It
Again

James W. McCord, Jr.,
convicted and jailed for his role
in leading the Watergate break-
in, has picked up where he left
off since his release.

McCord, a former CIA agent,
has returned to snooping and has
reopened his security consulting
business in Rockeville, Mary-
land. Called Security Inter-
national, the name is the only
change in McCord’s new life.

Elijah Bows To Nixon

Muslim Eplre Crumbles

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE
CHICAGO—Between
10,000 to 20,000 people
met in Chicago Febru-
ary 25 for the ‘‘Savior’s
Day Celebration’’ of the
Nation of Islam, Black

Muslims.

Elijah Muhammad’s
speech marked a sharp break
from his usual anti-white rhe-
toric. The theme ‘‘do for
self >’ frequently sounded like
Nixon’s own ‘‘pull yourself up
by your own bootstraps’’
philosophy.

Muhammad said: ‘“The slave
master is no longer hindering us;
we’re hindering ourselves.”

He also came out strongly on
the side of all the right-wing
“law and order’’ advocates who
Nixon relies on to keep him in
office to attack workers who
fight for jobs and a decent stan-
dard of living.

As millions of workers and
youth want to throw Nixon out,
Muhammad comes forward to
preach that American laws
should all be obeyed ‘‘while their
flag is flying,” and said that,
“As long as they’re in power,
respect them.”

“The white man has given us
the best thing he could—our free-
dom,”’ he continued. ‘‘Why
should he give us anything else
unless he sees that we are using
what he has already given?”

The report from National
Secretary Abass Rassoull re-
vealed the multimillion dollar
empire Muhammad has built.

EMPIRE

It is the defense of this interna-
tional empire which is collapsing
under the new conditions of
crisis that draws Muhammad
closer and closer to Nixon. He is
now forced to drop the organiza-
tion’s emphasis on the white
man as the enemy which the
Muslims played up to build their
movement.

This is the logic of their racist
and religious propaganda, which
says that Black and white
workers cannot unite to over-
throw capitalism; that the only
way forward for Black workers
is to ‘‘buy out” the corporations
and real estate interests that
oppress them and administer
them independently.

PROPERTY
Rassoull reported that the

Elijah Muhammad.

‘Muslims now own a full eight-

block tract of property on Chi-
cago’s South Side, as well as a
new office complex and thou-
sands of other housing units.

OPERATE

They operate 46 universities
and plan to build a $30 million
hospital complex in Chicago. The
Muslims own a fleet of 26 semi-
trailor trucks, and an air trans-
port system operating out of
Gary, Indiana. They are

. presently ‘‘negotiating with

America’’ to purchase several
unused government airplanes.

TRADE

In addition, the Nation of
Islam is now purchasing three
ocean-going cargo ships to carry
out trade agreements nego-
tiated with Japan, Peru, and
many African and Arab nations.
Rassoull is flying to China next
month to work out new trade
deals there.

On Chicago’s South Side,
which Muhammad promises to
make ‘‘a beautiful home for the
Black man,’’ the Muslims
operate over a dozen restau-
rants and food stores, ware-
houses, a clothing factory, a fez
factory, a furniture store and the
vast printing plant for
Muhammad Speaks.

A million dollars has been
posted as proof of intent to

National
Auto

Of The

Mall Motor Inn
21 So. Jefferson
{(Carillon Room)

IConference

Trade Union Alliance
For A Labor Party

DAYTON
MARCH 31

noon

“That the UAW International follow the
lead of truckers in the fight against infla-
tion and unemployment by calling together
the representatives of the trade union
movement for the purpose of forcing Nixon
out through national strike action and the
building of a labor party as an aiternative to

Nixon.”

This motion, put forward by the Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor Party, passed in
Local 1112, Lordstown.

Registration: $2.50 ,FoJr information call (212) 924-0852

purchase the huge South Shore
Country Club, which city resi-
dents have been fighting to have
turned into a city park.

Like the Black capitalism
campaigns of Reverend Jesse
Jackson and Imamu Baraka in
Newark, and the community
control campaign of the Black
Panthers, the Muslim’s plan to
buy the South Side and run it
themselves denies the economic
crisis ripping apart the entire
capitalist system.

GOLD

When the official price of gold
is raised to bring it into line with
the market price, it will rip
apart all trade agreements, and
every store will be forced to
double and triple prices of the
most basic necessities.

Muhammad’s speech is a
preparation for this period, in
which the Muslims will join the
capitalists in seeking to defend
their profits at the expense of the
working people.

SOLIDARITY

It is at this point that
Muhammad openly declared his
solidarity with the ruling class
and warns his followers that he
will “‘fight to the death” any
attempt to take away the vast
holdings he has amassed under
his control.




midwest news

Miller Stabs

UMW Strikers

In The Back

BY DAVID NORTH

MULLENS, W. Va,,
March 1—More than
21,000 coal miners
throughout this state
and in Kentucky and Vir-
ginia have joined the
strike protesting severe
gas shortages and an
order by Governor Arch
Moore prohibiting the
sale of gas to drivers
with more than a quar-
ter tank.

Moore’s refusal to rescind
his order after a meeting
with a delegation of UMW
officials Thursday has
enraged miners in the
southern Appalachian coal
fields.

Their bitterness deepened F'ri-
day when Moore publicly stated
that he would not ‘‘stoop down to
the level of the miners” by
allowing them to tank up when-
ever they needed to.

However, the anger of miners
is directed no less against UMW
President Arnold Miller who has
refused to support this strike.

UMW leaders have been sent
to West Virginia to order miners
back to work. Union officials
have been appearing on televi-
sion with spokesmen from the
governor’s office with hourly
appeals for a return to work.

Miners must demand that
Miller immediately organize a
nationwide coal strike to support
the struggle of West Virginia
miners, and by calling for a Con-
gress of Labor to launch an all-
out campaign by the trade unions
to force Nixon out and establish
a labor party as the working
class alternative to this govern-
ment.

“Miners are turning against
Miller very quickly,” Local 6869
President George Viers, who
works in the Buckeye mine of
Consolidated Coal, told the
Bulletin. ““He’s sending his men
down here to tel]l us not to strike,
just like under the old Boyle
regime.”’

During the past few months,
subpoenas and injunctions have
been issued to hundreds of
miners to stop them from
striking against dangerous
working conditions. Not since
the 1940s have the courts been
used so openly by the govern-
ment and the corporations to
destroy the union locals.

Miller’s refusal to back the
current walkout places many
miners in great personal danger
because they are already under
court orders to work every day
until the present contract
expires in November.

In order to stop wildcat strikes
in the Buckeye mine—there have
been about 30 since 1971—the
company obtained an injunction
which lasts as long as the
contract.

“Miller ought to do something
about these judges, but he
won’t,’” said Viers. ‘“The miners
hate Nixon. You won’t hear his
name mentioned around
Mullens. Id say 60 percent of the
miners are ready for a nation-
wide strike to stop him and the
courts.

“I’d sure go for a nationwide
strike to get Nixon out. But
Miller won’t go for that.  This
country is getting like a dicta-
torship. A miner doesn’t have his
constitutioral rights. If you fight
for your rights, they call you an
‘agitator.’

“I’m for a labor party because
you need one to keep your rights.
If you had labor people in power,
you wouldn’t have things like
they are now. If you don’t fight
the government, they’re going to
smash the locals.”

Miners standing outside the
Buckeye mine Friday declared
that Miller’s refusal to support
the strike has destroyed their
last shred of confidence in him.

“We can’t work if we can’t get
gas, but Miller is against us,”
said Tom. “I blame this whole
thing on Nixon and the oil com-
panies.

““All working people are
getting a bad deal, not just the
miners. But Miller won’t back
us. All he’d have to do is give us
the word and every miner would
be out.

1500 March For
Wounded Knee

BY JEAN BRUST

ST. PAUL, Minn., Mar. 1
—Over 1500 people rallied in
support of defendants Dennis
Banks and Russell Means,
leaders of the American
Indian Movement.

February 27 was the first anni-
versary of Wounded Knee, and
was celebrated as Indian Soli-
darity Day at the University of
Minnesota. Featured speakers
included Banks and Means, as
well as one of their lawyers, Wil-
liam Kunstler.

The loudest applause greeted
every call to link the fight for
Indian rights to the political
struggle against Nixon.

“We are charged with being
criminals, but we only have to
look to Washington to see who

the real criminals are. We are
charged with assault and
battery, but we only have to look
at Kent State or Attica to see
who really commits assault and
battery,” Banks declared to
thunderous applause.

But as one AIM speaker said at
the rally, ‘““The government is
our number one enemy. The US
Constitution is a joke and a sham
that has been put upon the
American people to blind them.

“They use the police to per-
petuate corruption. They use
their laws to keep us poor. The
president of the United States
and his administration have
become totally corrupt.

‘““The president has sold
himself to big business. So have
your Congressmen. So they can
do nothing about it.”

‘““There are more poor people
than there are rich ones. We
could beat them. I'm for those
British miners. They did the
right thing when they went on
strike.”

Some of the miners asked not
to be identified as they spoke to
the Bulletin because they
already face the danger of prose-
cution for earlier strikes.

“We’d better figure out a way
to keep those federal judges off
our backs,” said one miner. ‘‘It’s
not an easy thing to face those
federal marshalls when they
come after you with those guns
hanging from their holsters, all
ready to shoot or handcuff you.

““Then you got to go to court,
pay $1500 for a lawyer and get
sent to jail. You pay them your
taxes and then they prosecute
you. They say it’s a free country,
but I don’t see it.”

Ray Smith, 43 years old, has
been in the UMW for 13 years
and has worked around the
mines for 27. His brother is a
disabled miner who survived an
accident which completely
severed both legs including the
hips from his torso.

“Miners are angry. The damn
price of food is outrageous. The
Democrats and the Republicans
don’t give a damn about the
working man. ~

“We voted Miller in, but he

- should leave his office because

he’s let us down. I believe a man
should do what he says he’s
going to do or get out. If you
don’t have guts enough to fight,
then don’t hang around me.

“Miller is supposed to take
care of us. That’s why we voted
him in. But buddy, I feel I'm a
man without a country.

“Miller has dropped us. We
need his support now, but he
turned his back on us. There
should be a new election in the
UMW right away.”” The town of
Welch, about 30 miles south of
Mullens, was among the first to
strike over the gas shortage. The
mood of miners in McDowell
County can be gauged by a local
mayor’s order that police should
seize at gunpoint any gasoline
truck passing through the town
and requisition its fuel.

Miller’s actions over the past

inor Abe Sizmoor and son Iro Welch, WQs Virginia.

few months have drawn sharp
criticism from the miners in this
town. They have been kept in the
dark about the contract nego-
tiations. Friends of Miller have
been drawn into a bureaucracy
that recalls the days of Boyle
through an endless series of ar-
bitrary appointments. He has
been pressing for an increase in
dues which miners believe is in-
tended to strengthen the bureau-
cracy rather than the union.

Recently, he defied the
decision of the December
convention by deciding to keep
the UMW headquarters in
Washington DC, rather than
moving it into the mine fields of
West Virginia or Pennsylvania
as he has promised.

‘‘He’s a phony,” declared Abe
Sizemoor, a disabled miner
whose son now works in the
Consolidated Coal Company’s
mine in Welch. “I thought he
was a good man first, but I see
through him now. What has he
done that he said he would? I
figure with $12 dues we should
get something.”

Abe’s wife denounced the
corruption of union officials.
‘““When there’s a big union
meeting in Charleston, the
representatives should fight for
us rather than boozing it up with
liquor and having themselves a
blonde.”

“T've got a right to express my
opinion,’’ said Abe’s son.
“You've got to have somebody
who isn’t afraid. Miller’s a
sucker for those lawyers—the
Yablonski boys—who really run
the union.

‘““Miller got in by talking about
safety. Well, you still have bad
conditions. You can’t tell when a
rock is going to fall. Then, there
still isn’t proper rock dusting so
there can be an explosion any
time.

‘“We want a lot more money in
the new contract. Miners
couldn’t be making too much if
they were getting $100 a day.”

The great power of the miners
must be brought forward against
Nixon by building a new lead-
ership in the UMW against
Miller through the fight for a
labor party pledged to socialist
policies.
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THEORY &
PRACTICE
OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

All Classes: $1 trade unionists
75¢ youth

LOS ANGELES
Thursday, Mar. 21
Mafundi Institute
103rd & Wilmington
7:30 pm

SAN FRANCISCO

Friday, Mar. 22

Labor Book Store

3327 24th Street
7:30 pm

Speaker:

Tim Wohlforth,
Workers League
National Secretary

THE CASE FOR
A NEW
ELECTION

BRONX
Saturday, Mar. 9
St. Ann’s Church
St. Ann's Ave. & 140 St.
South Bronx
4 pm

Dance
9 pm -2 am
The Hidden Star
286 Brook Ave.
Btwn. 139-140 Sts.

Tickets: $1.75
(includes meeting & dance)

-
NOW
TWICE A
WEEK!

Twice-Weekty Orpen of the Contral Committee of the Workers Loogus

if the number 3 is after your
name on the address label

ACT NOW AND YOU
WILL NOT MIiSS A
SINGLE ISSUE OF THE

TWICE-WEEKLY.

[1$3.00 for 6 months
[1$6.00 for 1 year

135 West 14 Street, 7th
Floor, New York, NY

L_1001 1 ]
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Just Out!

We have just received a new shipment of books from
England, which are available in the USA exclusively from
Labor Publications, Inc.

From N.EP. to Socialism

By E. A. Preobrazhensky
e o

Available for the first
time in English, this
hook was written by
one of the leading
Soviet economists of
the 1920s who joined
the Left Opposition
and was murdered
on Stalin’'s orders.
Preobrazhensky’s
views on planned
industrialization in a
backward country
are contained in the
book, which remains
banned in the Soviet
Union. Of great in-
terest to all those
concerned with
Marxist theory.

FROM NEP.
T0 SOGIALISM

USGHA ARD EURDPE

$3.00

 Revolution
W Befrayed

By Leon Trotsky

‘ knsvolunau
JUETRAYED

-

A totally new
edition with a new
introduction. Trot-
sky’'s most fun-
damental assess-
ment of the origins of
Stalinism and the
class nature of“the
Soviet state.

¥ HE SOVIET UNION
' AND WHERE
1S 1T GOING?

a's I $2.95

Now Back in Stock

History of the
nusslan nevolunon

o

Grundrisse

’H’(H"«i\‘%‘%
HISTOIY OF
T hé ot BLON
HEYOLUTTHON

By Leon Trotsky

Paperback edition of the
complete three volume
work. Trotsky’s classic study
of the preparations for the
great leap to the October
Revolution. A masterpiece in
the application of the
method of historical mater-
ialism to the understanding

of revolution.
$4.75

By Karl Marx

Translated by Martin
Nicolaus. The first English
translation of the complete
work. These manuscripts
written from 1857-18568
reveal Marx’s fundamentat
economic and philo-
sophical preparations for the
writing of Capital.

$4.25

Labor Book Center
135 West 14 St.
New York, NY 10011
Enclose check or money order. All orders will be mailed
postage paid.

Workers League and Young Socialists on the way to lobby the board of education in San Franclsco protestmg
Nazis and calling on labor movement for mass support against Nazis, who have been at board meetings.

UFW Defies Injunctions

BY A REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO—-
Cesar Chavez has
announced that the
United Farm Workers
and its supporters will
defy recent injunctions
banning mass picketing
at liquor stores selling
Gallo wine throughout
California.

Superior Court Judge E.J.
Leach of Monterey County,
ruling in favor of the liquor
industry, set a limit of three
pickets at each driveway
entrance and three at each
door to the liquor stores.
Leach stated the Gallo boy-
cotters had intentionally
created an ‘‘atmosphere of
fear’’ and specifically banned

‘‘parading, massing,
patrolling, marching,
standing, or demon-

strating,” on parking lots.

Chavez said: ‘“We intend to
1ntens1fy the picketing of Gallo
wines throughout California as a
direct challenge to Judge E.J.
Leach’s outrageous and
unconstitutional injunction.”

Chavez further charged that
Leach had represented growers
during the union’s strike at
Salinas four years ago.

Chavez continued: ‘“We intend
to enter store parking lots across:
the state to tell customers how
Gallo deprived farm workers of
contracts that they had had for
six years and then forced them
to pay dues to the Teamsters
against their will.”

The QFI supermarkets
obtained an even more vicious
injunction against the boy-
cotters from San Mateo County
Superior Court last week,

limiting pickets to one for each
driveway and each store
entrance at 10 supermarkets in
San Francisco and on the penin-
sula.

About 80 boycotters defied that
injunction, staging a mass picket
near a QFI _storeinthe Stones-
town shopping center in San
Francisco. QFI’s attorney,
Joseph McLaughlin, arrogantly
stated he would seek contempt
citations if the defiance of the
injunction continued.

COURTS

Chavez wants to use the defi-
ance of the injunction as a
pressure tactic on the courts and
the liberals. He is deliberately
holding the farm workers back.
from a real fight to win back the
‘contracts through strike action
and the mobilization of the labor
movement against the govern-
ment. The continuation of boy-
cotts and protests is a diversion
from this fight.

Armed Vigilantes Organize

BY TED BAKER
Right-wing vigilante
groups are organizing
throughout the North-
west.

Under the guise of
defending ‘‘constitutional
rights’’ and ‘‘law and order,”’
the vigilantes are actually
organizing a paramilitary
force against the labor move-
ment.

Organized by members of the
National Association to Keep
and Bear Arms, the vigilante
groups call themselves action
committees and ‘‘posses comi-
tatus.”

100.000
They claim to have over
100,000 armed members. This is
undoubtedly exaggerated, but
there is no doubt they are
growing and they are beginning
to receive a great deal of publi-
city from the capitalist press.
They claim to have organi-
zations in 60 counties in the
Northwest, within northern
California, Oregon, Idaho,
Washington, and Montana. They
have held public meetings in
Spokane of about 200 people and
about 85 in Idaho.

COMBAT

Their national organizer, Scott
Beach, claims, ‘““Our intention
is to restore our nation to
constitutional law, to get our-
selves into a position to combat
some of this political subver-
sion.”

The meaning of these words
was made clear by Virgil
Gunning, head of the vigilantes
in Spokane, Washington. He told
the press:

““The sheriff can call us to duty
or refuse to do so, but that
doesn’t prevent us from
operating. Let’s say some
hippies or anybody is destroying
property, we can protect it.
There have been a half dozen
cases in the last year that show a
posse should have been formed a
long time ago, including kid-
napping, potential violence from
the truck drivers strike, and van-
dalism.”

GENERAL STRIKE
With the Central Labor
Council in nearby Seattle
threatening a general strike
against the oil shortage, the
formation of these v1gllantes

poses a real and immediate
danger to the labor movement.
As Gunning makes clear, the
vigilantes’ only concern is the
protection of the rights of
property, not the constitutional
rights of the working class.

KU KLUX KLAN

Like the Ku Klux Klan in the
South, the vigilantes have roots
in the history of the Northwest
region. During the great strike
waves led by the International
Workers of the World (IWW) in
the mining, timber and agricul-
tural industries of the North-
west at the beginning of the
century, vigilante mobs were
organized to lynch and terrorize
union members.

The labor movement in the
Northwest must immediately
prepare to defend itself against
vigilante violence.

subscribe now to the twice- weekly!

a

O

NEW RATES! U
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East Oakland residents in line at food distribution center in Randolph Hearst's “People In Need” program.

Governor Reagan stated that those accepting food are “aiding and abetting lawlessness,” and they do not really
need the food, but are only interested in getting something for nothing.

Compton School District
To Fire 192 Teachers

BY SHEILA BREHM

LOS ANGELES—In a move
to reduce expenses, the
Compton school district is
firing 192 teachers, coun-
selors, nurses, librarians,
and principals.

The Compton school district,
which borders Watts, already
has overcrowded classes,
decaying buildings, and a lack of
books, supplies, and equipment.
These conditions forced teachers
to go on strike for 16 days last
December, the first strike in
their history.

These layoffs, which will take
effect in July, will throw 10 per-
cent of the academic staff out of
work. At least 165 teaching jobs
will be slashed.

CUSTODIANS

The school board also intends
to fire an additional 18 percent of
the district’s 1300 classified,
noncredentialed employees by
July. This will effect custo-
dians, clerks, gardeners, and
maintenance workers.

One teacher said she was
‘“extremely disgusted with the
layoffs. They should cut from the
top level, from the district office
level, not from the teachers.
They are cutting vital needs.”

She said that each counselor
now is responsible for 300 stu-

dents and with the firing of 12
counselors, this will increase to
500 to 600 students per coun-
selor.

The cutback in the academic
staff includes 88 elementary
teachers, 29 junior and senior
high school teachers, 22 prin-
cipals and assistant principals,
12 counselors, 5 nurses, 16 librar-
ians, eliminating all librarians in
elementary schools, and 20 spe-
cial teachers in compensatory
education, art, reading, and
physical education.

These vicious layoffs are the
school board’s answer to the 13
percent wage increase recently
won by the Compton teachers.
Many teachers feel these cut-
backs were planned far in ad-
vance, during the strike itself.

The school board is imple-
menting a three million dollar
budget cut and in addition plans
to close three elementary
schools in September.

UNBEARABLE

Many parents have trans-
ferred their children to other dis-
tricts because of the unbearable
conditions in the Compton
schools. Jean, a Centenniel High
School student, said: “I'm
thinking about checking out of
Centenniel.

‘“The teachers don’t take time
with us. I don’t see where the

strike improved anything.

“Things got worse. We need
better equipment.”’

The Compton Federation of
Teachers must luanch an imme-
diate campaign to defend these
jobs through an all-out strike.
The recent strike won enormous
support from teachers, stu-
dents, and parents in defense of
the right to a public education
and the right to a job.

MARCH

All teachers and students are
urged to attend the Young
Socialist march in San Fran-
cisco on March 16 to demand the
labor movement take action
against these attacks and force
Nixon to resign.
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west coast news

' Douglas
'Shuts Down
LA Plant

BY DENNIS BREHM

LOS ANGELES—Mec-
Donnell Douglas an-
nounced this week that it
will close down the San-
ta Monica plant by July
1975, eliminating the re-
maining 2800 workers.

This particular aerospace
plant has been hit harder than
most because it is one of the
.oldest, and since 1958 air-
craft production has been
gradually phased out.

The facility was opened up in
the 1930s with the Douglas DC
series. During the Second World
War, there were 40,000 em-
ployees producing the C-47
attack bomber. In 1958 employ-
ment at the plant was 27,000 and
in 1971 it was 15,000.

The future for the 2800
presently employed is uncer-
tain. The company refuses to say
how many will be laid off and
how many will be reassigned to
other plants.

Most of the 2800 are older
workers with many years of
seniority and pension savings
that could be lost. One older
worker said, ‘‘I've been working
here since 1962, but I'm not old
enough to retire. The only thing I
face is the streets.”

The closure of the McDonnell
Douglas Santa Monica plant
comes at a time when the whole
aerospace industry is being de-
vastated by tremendous layoffs.

Cutbacks in orders for the
L1011 B produced by Lockheed
has caused over 5000 layoffs in
the last three months and the
threat of bankruptcy still looms.
Delays in orders for the DC10
has resulted in thousands of
layoffs at the McDonnell Dou-
glas plant in Long Beach. Last
year the layoffs were running at
200 a week.

BLAME
Mr. Pengrem, official of the
International Association of
Machinists District 720 which

-covers several of the Douglas

plants, said: ‘No one could
blame it on the present adminis-
tration. When they wipe out
projects like the SST this is what
we get. The cutback in space
shots hurts bad. The Santa
Monica plant was very much
involved with the Saturn 5 which
has been cut.”

“We have a contract coming
up and we expect the same in-
crease the oil companies are get-
ting in their profits. The Cost of
Living Council denied us 17 cents
on our 1971 contract and we are
still fighting to get it back. They
called it inflationary.

“If you are talking about a
third party, it is getting more
and more probable. I think it is a
little down the line still, but we
may not have any other choice.”

The only answer to these
severe attacks is the nation-
alization of the aerospace indus-
try under workers control
through the building of a labor
party to replace Nixon.

Hunters Point Shipyard
Will Close March 18

BY MARTY MORAN

SAN FRANCISCO—Hun-
ters Point Naval Shipyard
will be completely shut down
on March 18. Reduction in
force notices (pink slips)
were sent out to the remain-
ing 750 workers at the end of
January.

When closure plans were an-

nounced last May, more than
5100 worked in the yard, which
was the repair center for the
Pacific Fleet Aircraft carriers.

Only 350 workers found other
jobs in private industry. Of the
rest, 3000 were forced to move as
far away as Philadelphia to find
some job with a naval shipyard
or other federal agency.

More than 1000 workers have

Fremont Caucus Accepts Mass Layoffs

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

FREMONT—The in-
creasing attacks in auto
—layoffs, speedup and
discipline—have pro-
duced a growing dis-
satisfaction and criti-
cism among auto
workers - here towards
the Brotherhood lead-
ership at the General
Motors plant.
"~ GM has announced another
plant shutdown next week at
Fremont and there are

rumors that this will be fol-
‘lowed by a three month shut-

down to convert to a smaller
production model.

There is enormous pressure on
the Brotherhood Caucus to fight
these attacks but all they have

prepared is a profusion of,

schemes and pressure tactics de-
signed to divide the workers and
prevent any political struggle by
auto workers in defense of their
basic rights.

In the barrage of leaflets being
passed around by the union lead-
ership there is never any
mention of the layoffs outside of

various radicals supporting their
caucus never mention Nixo.: or
the government. ‘The enemy is
depicted solely as GM.

UA West Ca‘ot Regional

Director Jerry Whipple refuses to

Fremont or of the plant closures, fight layoffs.

occuring natlonally It is treated
as a “‘local” issue which there-
fore eliminates any discussion of
a national auto strike against
layoffs.

The Brotherhood and the

“Inverse seniority’’ is being
put forward as a way to save the
jobs of women in the plant who
have not achieved seniority. The
union leadership accepts the
right of GM to eliminate jobs

and is willing to help 'the
company pit older workers
against young workers in the dis-
mantling of the seniority agree-
ment instead of insisting on jobs
for all. _

At the last union meetings this
produced an angry reaction from
all the workers, including the
younger ones who understand
that the seniority rights must be
defended.

At the next union meeting
there will be nominations for
delegates to the national conven-
tion of the UAW. The Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor Party
will be fighting for a slate com-
mitted to fight for a nationwide
strike to defend the jobs of all
auto workers and a political
campaign for a labor party to
throw Nixon out.

retired already. The Navy en
couraged retirement by lower-
ing pension eligibility to 50 years
of age with 20 years service. Ac-
cording to the shipyard’s Indus-
trial Relations Department, at
least 600 of the remaining 750
workers will be forced to retire
as well.

A skeleton crew will begin to
dismantle the base after March
18. Efforts to attract major
industry to the site have been
unsuccessful. Offers have been
made by property speculators
and by the city prison, which
wants to relocate.

RUNDOWN

The key to the rundown of the
yard and the enormous des-
truction of jobs has been the
complete cooperation of the
leadership of the six unions on
the base. Industrial Relations
Director Ferguson told the
Bulletin: “‘One of the reasons for
our great success here was that I
took a number of union stewards
onto my staff to help with the
outplacements.”’

The shipyard was the only
major employer in the Hunters
Point area. The impact of the
closure has only begun, since °
dozens of small shops and busi-
nesses dependent on the yard are
now faced with ruin.
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La labor de esta columna es la con-
strucion de un nuevo liderato en la
clase obrera. Es por elio que nesecita-
mos el apoyo de todos los obreros
hispanos en desarrollar esta columna.
Favor de dinjir su correspondencia a:

Lucia Rivera. c/o Labor Publications,
135 West 14th St., New York. N Y. 16011

lucia rlvera ]

La Huelga De Farah

El veinticinco de febrero, méas de nueve mil quinientos traba-
jadores del vestuario empleados por Farah, ganaron el
derecho de ser representados por la Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America (ACWA). Esta larga lucha por espacio de
cinco afos consistia principalmente de trabajadores chicanos
de Guarez, Mexico el cual es un poblado cerca del borde de El
Paso, Texas.

Hasta este momento los cambios en’ las condiciones de
trabajo, salarios y beneficios ain son desconocidos. Estos
trabajadores de la costura recibian un do6lar con sesenta
centavos la hora haciendo la labor de trabajadores diestros.
atreviera a hablar sobre las condiciones de trabajo o del
derecho de tener una unién. La mayoria ‘de estos trabajadores
son hijos e hijas de trabajadores agricolas \que abandaron los
campos para poder escapar de la miseria a la que se
enfrentaban.

Por ser mayoria de los trabajadores chicanos, Farah
utilizaba la amenaza de deportacion para mantenerlos
callados. En particutar. en los Gltimos meses el gobierno ha
comenzado una deportacion masiva en centra de los chicanos.

Esta lucha que comenzé en el 1969, luego que una planta de
Levi Strauss (fabrica del vestuario) se establecié en El Paso
Gonzalez, un trabajador empleado en Farah, fue al local de la
‘Unién para ver si la unién podia organizar a Farah. Tan pronto
los duefios de Farah se enteraron, despidieron a Gonzalez. La
[ Amalgamated Cothing Workers of America (ACWA) lievé el
incidente a la Junta Nacional de Relaciones del Trabajo, los
cuales luego de una larga espera, 1971, le devolvierén el
trabajo a Gonzalez con paga restractiva.

En marzo del 1972, Gonzélez organizo una marcha pro-
testando las condiciones de trabajo. Algunos trabajadores que
habfan participando en la marcha fueron despedidos de
inmediato. Seis trabajadores se dirijieron a la oficina de los
duefios y demandaron saber las razones del despido de sus
compaferos. Estos fueron inmediatamente despedidos
tambien. Esta accién de los duefios fue contestada por més de
600 trabajadores quienes abandonaron la planta en respaldo
de los seis trabajadores despedidos.

Dos meses despues, en mayo del 1972, se declar6 huelga en
todas las plantas de Farah en El Paso, Texas. Durante la
duracion de la huelga, estos trabajadores se enfrentaron a
arrestos masivos, ataques fisicos y toda clase de intimi-
daciones. La madre del duefio de Farah, atropell6 con su carro
a una joven chicana que estaba en la linea de piquete.

Los primeros meses de la huelga, més de 500 huelguistas
fueron arrestados cuando en la noche la policia invadia sus
hogares, los arrastaba de ellos aterrorizando a sus familiares.

Esta lucha de los trabajadores de Farah recibio el apoyo
masivo de amplios sectores de trabajadores en el pais.George
Meany, la cabeza de la Federacion Americana del Trabajo-
Congreso de Organizaciones Industriales (AFL-CIO agrupa a
mas de 22 millones de trabajadores) rehus6 mobilizar el poder
de la clase obrera norteamericana para que los trabajadores
de Farah lograsen una victoria inmediata y defender a los
chicanos en contra de las deportaciones.

El liderato de la ACWA mantuvo la lucha en Farah en el nivel
del boycot, protestas. De acuerdo con la organizadora Nacional
del Boycott de Farah, Pam Woywood, era imposible que la
unién llamase a una huelga, porque Farah constantemente
estaba empleando rompehuelgas y la unién no podia tener a
todos los trabajadores en hueiga.

Estas son las mismas tacticas que César Chavez, usé para
organizar sindicalmente a los obreros agricolas. Estas tacticas
le han costado a la unién, Unién de Trabajadores Agricolas
Unidos, docenas de contratos y miles de miembros.

Cuando Farah decidio reconocer a la unién, (ACWA), tres
plantas fueron cerradas. Estas plantas estdn en San Antonio,
Victoria y Las Cruces donde mas de mil tres cientos traba-
jadores de la costura han perdido sus trabajos.

Las largas apelaciones en las cortes y los boycots, son los
responsables que al mismo tiempo el gobierno tenga una mano
libre para deportar a militantes trabajadores chicanos, y ahora
haya cerrado tres plantas.

La lucha por el reconocimiento de una unién, salarios
decentes y la defensa de los derechos democraticos (todo
trabajador tiene el derecho de vivir donde la plazca) no se
pueden conseguir en base de depender de las cortes o en
presionar a los capitalistas (duefos de las fabricas). Esta es la
experiencia de los obreros agricolas.

Los trabajos de estos 1,300 trabajadores tiene que ser
defendidos por el movimiento obrero. Un nuevo liderato tiene
que ser construido, que sea capaz de llevar esta lucha, y traer
el apoyo de la clase obrera norteamericana en contra de las
politicas del gobierno, desempleo masivo y deportaciones en
contra de los trabajadores de otras nacionalidades.

En esta lucha la construccién de un partido obrero es
esencial, que una a toda la clase obrera bajo un programa de
demandas socialistas, la toma de las industrias bajo control
obrero, que produzca para el beneficio de los trabajadores.
Esta es la unica forma que podemos defendernos en contra de

Seattle AFL-CIO
Threatens Strike

BY TED BAKER

SEATTLE—The threat
of a general strike con-
tinues in Seattle after
the Seattle AFL-CIO and
the International Long-
shoremen’s Union
(ILWU) voted to close
the city down if
measures are not taken
to relieve the gas shor-
tage.

The Kings County Labor
Council, Seattle Building
Trades Council, Puget Sound
Maritime Trades Council and
ILWU Local 19 voted for gen-
eral strike action in response
to a threatened gas station
shutdown.

Union leaders have avoided
setting a date for the strike as a
result of a settlement reached by
the government with the service

station owners.
The union leaders said they

would make no statement about
any action to be taken until after
the next labor council meeting,
on March 6.

The Kings County Labor
Council has demanded an im-
mediate increase in the Wash-
ington State gasoline allocation,
a rationing plan giving priority
to workers and a government-
labor conference on the fuel
shortage.

EMERGENCY

The building trades . are de-
manding a 25 percent emer-
gency gas allocation for Seattle.
ILWU Local 19 has supported the
demands of the labor council and
in addition demanded that an
emergency -coastwide con-
ference of the ILWU be called to
consider action against the fuel
shortage.

After the Federal Energy
Office allowed a two cent rise in
gas prices last week, the Ever-
green Service Station Associa-
tion, representing dealers
throughout Washington, -called

. off their threatened shutdown.

Leaders called the agreement “‘a
total victory for gas station
dealers.”

However; Bill Meice, a Seattle
service station owner told the
press: ‘‘This two cent deal
doesn’t solve anything. If we
don’t get enough gas, we're .
going to have to have a pump-out
anyway.”’

For workers, the settlement
has worsened the gas shortage.
Rationing has been imposed in
Seattle on the odd-even pattern
begun in Oregon. No priorities
have been given to workers as
demanded by the labor council
and there are no guarantees of
increased gas allocations.

An official of Local 19 of the
ILWU would not reveal any
plans for action, but he said:
‘“People in the United States are
being deprived of transportation.
We know why. '

“Whether we get after Rocke-
feller or the CIA, I don’t know.
But in plain language, there’s no
gas. Any labor action to get gas
is a step in the right direction.”

Nixon. ..
(Continued From Page 1)
butions.

For the first time in history,
an incumbent president has been
directly linked to criminal ac-
tivities. The secret report
contains 50 -pages outlining
Nixon’s criminal role in the
Watergate conspiracy.

He has been nailed on his
claim that he told former White
House Counsel John Dean that
“it would be wrong”’ to pay Hunt
the hush-money he demanded
last year.

The secret tape recording of '
the March 21, 1973 meeting in the
White House Oval Office reveals
that Nixon actually said that
“there is no problem in raising a
million dollars” to keep Hunt
silent.

The grand jury further sug-
gested in its report that Nixon’s
motive in seeking to pay off Hunt
was his determination to cover
up an illegal order to break in to
the offices of Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist.

Nixon feared that this revela-
tion would lead to a complete
exposure of the vast police and
spy apparatus being built up in
the White House for use against
all socialist and working class
militants.

The entire labor movement
must now be mobilized indepen-
dently of the Democrats and
Republicans to force Nixon out
of office.

Decisive action must be taken
by the trade unions, as the

politicians of big business as
well as the military look for
ways to overcome the enormous
political crisis opened up by the
secret report and indictments in
order to prepare for more brutal
attacks on the working class.

It is clear that the movement
for impeachment will grow once
Sirica releases the report to the
House of Representatives as is
expected.

Republican Congressman Tom
Railsback of Illinois declared
over the weekend:

“All of us have to differen-

~ tiate between thie party and the

White House. It’s in the great
interest of the party to get this
thing over with. The President
may not feel that way. But we’ve
got to get it over, one way or the
other.” ’

The Republicans seek to disas-
sociate themselves from Nixon
only because they wish to
preserve their party for the
confrontation with the working
class over wages and jobs that is
now on the agenda.

At the same time, the
military, tied closely to Nixon
through General Alexander Haig
who is known as the second most
powerful man in Washington,
fears that its own position may
be damaged by a long drawn out
impeachment proceeding.

. All these forces—Nixon, the
congress, and the
military—agree on one thing:
that there must be some form of
strong and authoritative
government to confront the
powerful movement of the

por Marty Moréan
y Bruce McKay

que Chavez rehusa hacer. 50¢

las medidas del gobierno y de los ricos que el representa.

Editorial Obrera
135 West 14th St.
New York, N.Y. 10011

"Este pamfleto enfoca la trayec-
toria seguida, por los trabajadores
agricolas desde mediados del siglo
19 hasta el presente. Hoy cuando
Chavez recurre a protestas de
clase media, el boycot, es de sumo
valor-que los obreros miren a su
historia.- Los ataques’ del gobierno
contra la U.F.W.U. pueden ser s6lo
destruidos con la movilizacién de la
clase obrera bajo un programa de
demandas socialistas. Esto 'es lo.

Acaba de Salir

Guerra en los Campos

working class in defense of its
living standards expressed in the
strikes by truckers, teachers,
and coal miners.

The initiative now lies with
the working class. The call by
the Seattle AFL-CIO for a
general strike against the.
attacks on jobs and living stan-
dards shows that the working
class is prepared to move
against Nixon through a fight to
defend the right to work, the
right to a decent wage, and all
other democratic rights.

Every worker must now
demand that the AFL-CIO,
UAW, and all other trade union
organizations take up the fight
on these questions by calling a
labor party pledged to socialist
policies as the alternative to this
government.

We urge all workers and youth
to help build the leadership in the
trade unions and working class
communities that will fight for
these policies by joining the
Young Socialists March for Jobs
being held in Washington, San
Francisco, and Chicago on
March 16.

Teachers. . .
(Continued From Page 1)

Judge Murphy will decide on
Monday March 4 whether to seek
daily payment of the fines. The
courts are also seeking authority
to supervise the bargaining.

A PTA march in support of
teachers and a large student
council rally are scheduled for
Monday.

Building
The Bulletin
Last Push

On Feb. Drive

With only a couple of days left
to complete the subscription
drive, the branches must sell 900
subs to make their quota of 4000.
The East Flatbush trailblazers
so far have 980 and should go
over their goal of 1000.

Our grand total now is 4081

dtowards 5000.

Only one branch, North Side
Chicago, has made its quota.
Every branch must do all-out
subscription mobilizations every
day until the close of the Feb--
ruary drive.
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La labor de esta columna es la con-
strucion de un nuevo liderato en la
clase obrera. Es por ello que nesecita-

mos el apoyo de todos los obreros
hispanos en desarrollar esta columna.
Favor de dirijir su correspondencia a:
Lucia Rivera, c/o Labor Publications,
135 West 14th St., New York. N Y. 10011

La Huelga De Farah

El veinticinco de febrero, méas de nueve mil quinientos traba-
jadores del vestuario empleados por Farah, ganaron el
derecho de ser representados por la Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America (ACWA). Esta larga lucha por espacio de
cinco afios consistia principalmente de trabajadores chicanos
de Guarez, Mexico el cual es un poblado cerca del borde de El
Paso, Texas.

Hasta este momento los cambios en' las condiciones de
trabajo, salarios y beneficios aun son desconocidos. Estos
trabajadores de la costura recibian un délar con sesenta
centavos la hora haciendo la labor de trabajadores diestros.
atreviera a hablar sobre las condiciones de trabajo o del
derecho de tener una unién. La mayoria de estos trabajadores
son hijos e hijas de trabajadores agricofas \que abandaron los

enfrentaban.

Por ser mayoria de los trabajadores chicanos, Farah
utilizaba la amenaza de deportacién para mantenerlos
callados. En particular en los Ultimos meses el gobierno ha

Esta lucha que comenz6 en el 1969, luego que una planta de
Levi Strauss (fabrica del vestuario) se estableci6 en El Paso
Gonzéalez, un trabajador empleado en Farah, fue al local de la
unién para ver si la unién podia organizar a Farah. Tan pronto
los duefos de Farah se enteraron, despidieron a Gonzalez. La
' Amalgamated Cothing Workers of America (ACWA) llevé el
incidente a la Junta Nacional de Relaciones del Trabajo, los
cuales luego de una larga espera, 1971, le devolvierén el
trabajo a Gonzalez con paga restractiva.

En marzo del 1972, Gonzélez organizo una marcha pro-
testando las condiciones de trabajo. Algunos trabajadores que
habian participando en la marcha fueron despedidos de
inmediato. Seis trabajadores se dirijieron a la oficina de los
duefios y demandaron saber las razones del despido de sus
companeros. Estos fueron inmediatamente despedidos
tambien. Esta accion de los duefios fue contestada por mas de
600 trabajadores quienes abandonaron la planta en respaldo
de los seis trabajadores despedidos.

Dos meses despues, en mayo del 1972, se declar6 huelga en
todas las plantas de Farah en El Paso, Texas. Durante la
duracién de la huelga, estos trabajadores se enfrentaron a
arrestos masivos, ataques fisicos y toda clase de intimi-
daciones. La madre del duefio de Farah, atropell6 con su carro
a una joven chicana que estaba en la linea de piquete.
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fueron arrestados cuando en la noche la policia invadia sus
hogares, los arrastaba de ellos aterrorizando a sus familiares.

Esta lucha de los trabajadores de Farah recibio el apoyo
masivo de amplios sectores de trabajadores en el pais.George
Meany, la cabeza de la Federacion Americana del Trabajo-
Congreso de Organizaciones Industriales (AFL-CIO agrupa a
mas de 22 millones de trabajadores) rehus6 mobilizar el poder
de la clase obrera norteamericana para que los trabajadores
de Farah lograsen una victoria inmediata y defender a los
| chicanos en contra de las deportaciones.
v El liderato de la ACWA mantuvo la lucha en Farah en el nivel
| del boycot, protestas. De acuerdo con la organizadora Nacional
' del Boycott de Farah, Pam Woywood, era imposible que la
| uni6én llamase a una huelga, porque Farah constantemente
estaba empleando rompehuelgas y la unién no podia tener a
todos los trabajadores en huelga.

Estas son las mismas tacticas que César Chavez, usé para
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| organizar sindicalmente a los obreros agricolas. Estas tacticas |

' le han costado a la unién, Unién de Trabajadores Agricolas
| Unidos, docenas de contratos y miles de miembros.
Cuando Farah decidio reconocer a la unién, (ACWA), tres

| Victoria y Las Cruces donde més de mil tres cientos traba-
. jadores de la costura han perdido sus trabajos.

{ Las largas apelaciones en las cortes y los boycots, son los
| responsables que al mismo tiempo el gobierno tenga una mano
libre para deportar a militantes trabajadores chicanos, y ahora
haya cerrado tres plantas.

La lucha por el reconocimiento de una unién, salarios
decentes y la defensa de los derechos democréaticos (todo
| trabajador tiene el derecho de vivir donde la plazca) no se
pueden conseguir en base de depender de las cortes o en
presionar a los capitalistas (duefios de las fabricas). Esta es la
. | experiencia de los obreros agricolas.

Los trabajos de estos 1,300 trabajadores tiene que ser
defendidos por el movimiento obrero. Un nuevo liderato tiene
que ser construido, que sea capaz de llevar esta lucha, y traer
el apoyo de la clase obrera norteamericana en contra de las
politicas del gobierno, desempleo masivo y deportaciones en
' contra de los trabajadores de otras nacionalidades.

En esta lucha la construccién de un partido obrero es
esencial, que una a toda la clase obrera bajo un programa de
demandas socialistas, la toma de las industrias bajo control
obrero, que produzca para el beneficio de los trabajadores.
| Esta es la Gnica forma que podemos defendernos en contra de
| las medidas del gobierno y de los ricos que el representa.
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campos para poder escapar de la miseria a la que se |

comenzado una deportacion masiva en centra de los chicanos.

Los primeros meses de la huelga, méas de 500 huelguistas

plantas fueron cerradas. Estas plantas estan en San Antonio, i
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BY TED BAKER

SEATTLE—The threat
of a general strike con-
tinues in Seattle after
the Seattle AFL-CIO and
the International Long-
shoremen’s Union
(ILWU) voted to close
the city down if
measures are not taken
to relieve the gas shor-
tage.

The Kings County Labor
Council, Seattle Building
Trades Council, Puget Sound
Maritime Trades Council and
ILWU Local 19 voted for gen-
eral strike action in response
to a threatened gas station
shutdown.

Union leaders have avoided
setting a date for the strike as a
result of a settlement reached by
the government with the service
station owners.

The union leaders said they

would make no statement about
any action to be taken until after
the next labor council meeting,
on March 6.

The Kings County Labor
Council has demanded an im-
mediate increase in the Wash-
ington State gasoline allocation,
a rationing plan giving priority
to workers and a government-
labor conference on the fuel
shortage.

EMERGENCY

The building trades are de-
manding a 25 percent emer-
gency gas allocation for Seattle.
ILWU Local 19 has supported the
demands of the labor council and
in addition demanded that an
emergency coastwide con-
ference of the ILWU be called to
consider action against the fuel
shortage.

After the Federal Energy
Office allowed a two cent rise in
gas prices last week, the Ever-
green Service Station Associa-
tion, representing dealers
throughout Washington, -called
off their threatened shutdown.

Seattle AFL-CIO
Threatens Strike

Leaders called the agreement “‘a
total victory for gas station
dealers.”

However; Bill Meice, a Seattle
service station owner told the
press: ‘‘This two cent deal
doesn’t solve anything. If we
don’t get enough gas, we're .
going to have to have a pump-out
anyway.”’

For workers, the settlement
has worsened the gas shortage.
Rationing has been imposed in
Seattle on the odd-even pattern
begun in Oregon. No priorities
have been given to workers as
demanded by the labor council
and there are no guarantees of
increased gas allocations.

An official of Local 19 of the
ILWU would not reveal any
plans for action, but he said:
“People in the United States are
being deprived of transportation.
We know why.

“Whether we get after Rocke-
feller or the CIA, I don’t know.
But in plain language, there’s no
gas. Any labor action to get gas
is a step in the right direction.”

Nixon. . .
(Continued From Page 1)
butions.

For the first time in history,
an incumbent president has been
directly linked to criminal ac-
tivities. The secret report
contains 50 pages outlining
Nixon’s criminal role in the
Watergate conspiracy.

He has been nailed on his
claim that he told former White
House Counsel John Dean that
“‘it would be wrong’’ to pay Hunt
the hush money he demanded
last year.

The secret tape recording of
the March 21, 1973 meeting in the
White House Oval Office reveals
that Nixon actually said that
“‘there is no problem in raising a
million dollars”’ to keep Hunt
silent.

The grand jury further sug-
gested in its report that Nixon’s
motive in seeking to pay off Hunt
was his determination to cover
up an illegal order to break in to
the offices of Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist.

Nixon feared that this revela-
tion would lead to a complete
exposure of the vast police and
spy apparatus being built up in
the White House for use against
all socialist and working class
militants.

The entire labor movement
must now be mobilized indepen-
dently of the Democrats and
Republicans to force Nixon out
of office.

Decisive action must be taken
by the trade unions, as the

politicians of big business as
well as the military look for
ways to overcome the enormous
political crisis opened up by the
secret report and indictments in
order to prepare for more brutal
attacks on the working class.

It is clear that the movement
for impeachment will grow once
Sirica releases the report to the
House of Representatives as is
expected.

Republican Congressman Tom
Railsback of Illinois declared
over the weekend:

“All of us have to differen-
tiate between the party and the
White House. It’s in the great
interest of the party to get this
thing over with. The President
may not feel that way. But we’ve
got to get it over, one way or the
other.” :

The Republicans seek to disas-
sociate themselves from Nixon
only because they wish to
preserve their party for the
confrontation with the working
class over wages and jobs that is
now on the agenda.

At the same time, the
military, tied closely to Nixon
through General Alexander Haig
who is known as the second most
powerful man in Washington,
fears that its own position may
be damaged by a long drawn out
impeachment proceeding.

. All these forces—Nixon, the
congress, and the
military—agree on one thing:
that there must be some form of
strong and authoritative
government to confront the
powerful movement of the

por Marty Morén
y Bruce McKay

Este pamfleto enfoca la trayec-
toria seguida por los trabajadores
agricolas desde mediados del siglo
19 hasta el presente. Hoy cuando
Chavez recurre a protestas de
clase media, el boycot, es de sumo
valor-que los obreros miren a su
historia.: Los ataques’del gobierno
contra la U.F.W.U. pueden ser sblo
destruidos con la movilizacién de la
clase obrera bajo un programa de
demandas socialistas. Esto 'es lo.
que Chavez rehusa hacer. 50¢
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New York, N.Y. 10011

Acaba de Salir

Guerra en los Campos

working class in defense of its
living standards expressed in the
strikes by truckers, teachers,
and coal miners.

The initiative now lies with
the working class. The call by
the Seattle AFL-CIO for a
general strike against the.
attacks on jobs and living stan-
dards shows that the working
class is prepared to move
against Nixon through a fight to
defend the right to work, ‘the
right to a decent wage, and all
other democratic rights.

Every worker must now
demand that the AFL-CIO,
UAW, and all other trade union
organizations take up the fight
on these questions by calling a
labor party pledged to socialist
policies as the alternative to this
government.

We urge all workers and youth
to help build the leadership in the
trade unions and working class
communities that will fight for
these policies by joining the
Young Socialists March for Jobs
being held in Washington, San
Francisco, and Chicago on
March 16.

Teachers. . .
(Continued From Page 1)

Judge Murphy will decide on
Monday March 4 whether to seek
daily payment of the fines. The
courts are also seeking authority
to supervise the bargaining.

A PTA march in support of
teachers and a large student
council rally are scheduled for
Monday.

“Last Push
 On Feb. Drive

With only a couple of days leftg
'to complete the subscription|
| drive, the branches must sell 900
subs to make their quota of 4000. |
| The East Flatbush trailblazers
'so far have 980 and should go
{over their goal of 1000. |

Our grand total now is 4081
| towards 5000.

Only one branch, North Side |
\Chicago, has made its quota.
Every branch must do all-out
subscription mobilizations every |
‘day until the close of the Feb-
,ruary drive.
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