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New York iLA Local 1804 members picket ILA headquartefs to demand ‘support a-
gamsf shippers who have taken away ﬂlell" benems and rights. See article page 4.

Trotskyism vs. Stalinism
“In The Unions Today

The two fundamentally opposed forces fighting it out in the

- Workers League on the one side, and Stalinism, represented by

the Communist Party on the other. :

Today, the Communist Party, standing on a
record of more than 40 years of betrayal, at-
tempts to push back the working class through

* support to McGovern. The Workers League fights to take forward

_the working class through the campaign for an mdependent Iabor
party.

" For this reason, the Workers League has called a Conference of
‘Trade Unionists for a Labor Party Now, to be held in Chicago on
October 21-22 in order to bring together the forces to take forward
the fight in the unions for the labor party and to hammer out a
program for the labor party.

~Above all, the question posed is, how are the rank and file mem-
bers of the trade unions going to defend themselves against the
‘attacks of Nixon and the corporations, attacks carried out only
‘with the bi-partisan coeperatlon of the Democratlc Part.y and its
presidential candidate.

The passage of the Economic Stabilizatlon Act by the Demo-
-cratic controlled Congress and the institution of the wage freeze
and Pay Board were only the beginning of the attack.

_ For the working class the pians of leon and the corporatwns.

mean the foﬂowing

EDITORIAL

{ Commued On Page 8}

labor movement today are Trotskyism, represented by the -

ts threa \

\ s empire to a grmdmg halt. : i

. The International Leadership of the UAW was forced by the up-.
~surge of rank and file anger and revolt against the back-breakin;
GMAD speed-up to threaten a two day shutdown of GMAD fo!
Friday, September 29 and Monday, October 2. This ,
nouncement was made following a visit to Detroit by St. Loms

Local 25 which placed this demand hefore the
International leadership.

A strike against GMAD is above all a political
strike against’ Nixon and his Pay Board which is

directing the drive for productivity and: speed-up .

from Washington in order to raise the profits of the
giant U.S. corporations, The Democratic Party and
‘George McGovern, the candidate of Leonard Wood~

- cock, stand on the same platform of wage controls.

and productmty deals whxch is dn'ecxed against ihe
working class.
A'strike against General Motors is thus a strike

 which must be supported by the entire labor move~

ment. It brings the necessity for the formation of an
independent labor party sharply forward. A strike
against GMAD can rapidly snowball into a general
strike and will give a tremendous unpnlse to ﬂae
formation of a labor party i

1t is these prospects which have thrown fear into
the hearts of General Motors and the International
leadership of the UAW, No sooner had Leonard
Woodeock “and the UAW leadership threatened
strike action than they attempted to pull back and
sabotage this strike.

This leadership fears that they would be unahle to
get the men back to work after a two day strike,
‘that the men would fight to stay out uniil GM's

vicious speed-up and layoff policy is defeated.

‘The anger of the ranks in the face of deliberate
provocation by GM has brought several GMAD

plants,  including St. Louis, Baltimore and Van. .,

Nuys, California, to the very brink of strike action.
At this very point, when the necessary rein-
forcements in support of the 172 day old GMAD

sirike at the Norwood, Ohio plant can be mo-

bilized, the leadership of the UAW is moving to

push through a sell-out seitlement at Norwood,

negotiated in Detroit.

’l‘!nsxsanattempttdaherMtommnhmﬁs'

(Conhnued On Page 18

--towards the $50,000 goal.

Bulletin
Expansion§

Drive
Camp
$1 000

‘This - week ' we -have ‘Te-
ceived a total of $1,692.62 on -
the Bulletin Fall Fund Drive
bringing the total to $4,491.62
The
bulk of this money came from
the magnificient collection a
the East Coast Camp. In ad
dition Minneapolis sent im -

from ali supporters each week
uut of pay checks. This must be:
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Nixon Declares
Trade War Against
Europe And Japan

BY DAVID NORTH

- In a lengthy and bluntly worded speech that stunned the delegates at the first
session of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank, Richard Nixon
threatened European and Japanese commercial rivals Wlth full-scale trade

war.

. Having been informed that
- ~the United States had suf-
+fered in August yet another
~ devastating' trade deficit,
Nixon told the IMF that
measures will have to be
taken to reverse this situa-
: tmn :

" Even before leon s speech,
the fears of trade war and inter-
national financial chaos had
provoked extrerne uneasiness
among speculators, The London

stock exchange posted record de- |
clines, and Wall Street reacted to -

_ Nixon’s speech with heavy

. selling. Shares on Monday

declined seven dollars.

WASHINGTON, D.C., Sepf.
26—Treasury Secrefary George P.
‘Shultz unveiled 'Nixon’s plans for
. irade war at foday’s session of the

B lMF and World Bank.:

' _"His proposals- included the eli-

“mination of gold as a reserve asset,

' the upward revaluation of the cur-
rencies of the United States” Common
Market and Japanesa trade competi-

¢ fors, penalties against nations with

““trade surpluses; and the increase

"2+ Hirom 4.5 to 9 percent in the “Hloating”

" ‘margin of any currency.
- Shultz’ proposals set the stage for
the destruction of the industrial po-
wer ‘of Europe and Japan Koshiro
- Ueki, -Japan’s’ #inance ‘minister,
. immediately voiced disagreement
. with the American program,

A detailed analysis of the IMF and

s World Bank meetitty will follnw in
“next week's ‘Bulletin. )

- Several times during his
R speech Nixon- insisted -that he-

'will act against “unfan"’ trade.

" competition, - *“Now - we’ expect

" our - trading - partners to bring

“.about - -equal competmon,” he
: sa;d

SCI{WEITZER
. The extent to which the crisis
‘. hasalready ‘torn apart the
postwar alliarice between Europe
‘and - America -was revealed in.
Nixon’s repeated references to

‘the difficulty of resolving con- .-

flicts peacefully. For their part,

‘ the European representatlves”

demonstrated their anger by ex-
tending a prolonged ovation to

IMF - President Pierre-Paul -
‘Schweitzer, who is hated person-

ally and politically by Ni’xonLv‘

CONFLICT

With the Conference atmos-
phere already poisoned by
American arm-twisting to pre-
vent the re-election of IMF
President Pierre-Paul
Schweitzer, Nixon admitted that
he expected the most bitter con-
flict between Europe and Ameri-
ca. '

“We anticipate that the poten-

" tial for conflict will exist as long
~as men. and nations have

different interests, different ap-
proaches to life, different

~ideals,” he stated. He added

that: ““There may be times when
impasses develop that may seem
impossible to.resolve;”

Nixon’s condemnation of “‘un-
fair- currency alignments’’
suggested that - Shultz’ = report
would also contain the demand
for an upward revaluation . of
European currencies.  Brushing
aside the assertions of European
finance -ministers that revalua-
tion would invite national disas-

 ter; Nixon cited “a proverb that

has. its counterpart in almost

" every language~—where there i isa

will, there is a way.”
The totally reactmnary posz-

jtlon taken by the trade union
‘bureaucracy on foreign imports
‘allowed Nixon to use the crudest:
_demagogy to present. trade
“war—which would provoke
‘massive unemployment in’ this |
country as well asin:Europe—as -
a measure in the interest.of the
-American working class.

“I'will not condone the export

- of jobs out of the United States

caused by an unfairness built into
sa 1d

PROFITS
" Nixon, who has allowed the

unemployment rate to rise to sxx,f

the world’s tradmg system . he 7

percent in the United States, is
interested in profits not the jobs
of American workers. If there
was anything that Nixon could
agree upon with Europe, it was
on the need to brutally attack the
living conditions of the working
class.

‘““We can all agree that the
health of the world economy and
the stability of the international
economic system rest largely on
the successful management of
domestic economies,’’ he said.

Nixon then pointed out that the
United States had already

succeeded in driving up the
productivity. of Amencan
workers,

The government's attack on
the trade unions will be deepened
following the elections through
the establishment of legal con-

trols over the trade unions and

the abolition of the right to
strike. Labor Secretary James
Hodgeson has outlined' his
proposals for a national board of
‘Industrial Peace "

; " SMAsH
, Such a board would become the
framework through which the go-

- vernment would attempt to

smash the independence of the
labor movement.

Nixon's IMF speech revealed
that American capitalism plans
‘to put Europe not only on rations

but to:starve it to death. At the -
~:same time, he is preparing for a
massive confrontation. with
- American workers and. telling

the European bankers to prepare

for civil war m theu' own coun-

trxes

~All the trade union bureau-
‘erats: who join:in Nixon’s
. natjonalistic war_cries are ser-

ving to'disarm the working class.
Nixon’s IMF speech poses to
American’ workers the need to
‘mobilize politically in a labor
party to answer the preparations

for trade war with the struggle
for socialism  and mternatlonal
: pIanned economy : :
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Nor'rh Vietnamese General Giap

NLF Prepares To
Crush Saigon Regime
Despite US Bombing

- BY DAVID NORTH
General Thieu’s police state in South Vietnam is in
the grips of a devastating military and political
crisis following six months of continuous offensives
by the National Liberation Front.

~ There is not a single portion

of South Vietnam that the
Saigon regime can consider

- secure—including the capital
city—as it prepares its de-.

moralized troops for  still

another strategic assault
~ which it expects the NLF to

launch within a few weeks.
‘The NLF has renewed its at-

tack on those sections of Route

One—the critical highway ex-

~tending from' Quangtri' to Sai-

gon—that it does not already
control. The ‘heavy artillery
shellmg that is now taking place
is preparing what may develop
into a full-scale assault on the old
imperial capital of Hue.

If the NLF does attack Hue, it

“will face the demoralized rem-
“npants of the First Division of

Saigon that was virtually an-
nihilated last May following. the
capture of Quangtri. American
military officials with the most
experience in Vietnam admit pri-
vately that total disaster awaits
the Saigon army,

“It doesn’t look good for our .

Phlhppme llead lmposes Marfml l.aw

BY A BULLETH‘I REPORTER -

A massive military crackdown on the Philippine workmg
~ class began late last week following the establlshment of

o martial law by President Ferdinand E. Marcos.

An undisclosed number of la-
. bor-leaders ‘and trade unionists
“have been arrested along with
. members. of the" liberal ‘opposi-
" tion party, Marcos ordered the
‘seizure of the airlines,. the

‘closing “of all newspapers and

 radio stations engaged in news-

casting, ‘the establishment of a

.- curfew and ‘a.ban on- foreign
v l,travel
Citing an alleged assassmatmn

. attempt against Defense Minis-

. ter’ Juan Ponce Enrile, Marcos

... said that he had called upon the
;mlhtary ‘to -establish order to
' “save . the Philippines from a-
.. Communist rebellion.’” He stated

“ thata commumst consplracy has‘ ‘

“the active and material support
of a foreign power.”” .

The president, whose rise to
power 10 years ago was hailed by
John F. Kennedy, announced that

mass arrests would-be accom-

panied by a ‘“new society” with
-economic reforms

" BLOODBATH

But the real plans of Marcos

were revealed by a Philippine

senator close :to. the ‘president

who told the press: “We need a

‘bloodbath. No country has

becorne great thhout a cml

iwar.? -
In spzte of a war of extermma{_

- tion agamst the Huks that was
conducted with the active ‘Sup-
port of American advisors, the

~Marcos regime has been unable'
to break the resistance of the -
working - class. His administra-
.- tion, rife. with corruption, has

been shaken by terrorlst ac-
tlvmes

ECONOMIC CRISIS
The collapse of all semblance

_ of ‘democratic rule in the
- Philippines is the expression of
enormous econormic crisis that is

throwing the capitalist govern-

‘ments of all the former colonial
. countries into political chags. .

Marcos’ assertion that ‘‘the
limit has been reached” was
confirmed at the opening session

-of _the ‘International ‘Monetary
Fund (IMF) conference, where

World Bank Presxdent ,Robert
McNamara stated bluntly that
the ‘economies of -all the back-
ward countries were in
shambles,

He said that all the develop—
ment programs sponsored by the
World Bank have done nothing to
construet. viable economic
systems in Asia and Africa.

The bankruptey of capitalism
in the backward countries is ex-

- pressed with particular’ sharp-

ness in the Philippines, which was
actually governed by the United
States until after World War Two

“and then, -after achieving in-

dependence, held up as a model
of defmocratic capitalist develop-
ment. Marcos has often been des-
-cribed by the American State
Department as the ‘‘John
Kennedy of Southeat Asia.”

side,” an American officer told
the New York Times. “The other
guys just keep whittling away,
piece by piece, a little bit here; a
little bit there. If could get real
bad.”

The much publicized ‘‘re-
capture” of Quangtri City has
already been exposed as a death
trap for the Saigon troops used in
the operation. They are now sit-
ting on top of the rubble of a shat- -
tered town that has no military

- significance. But these soldiers

are totally defenseless against in-
coming artillery shells fired
from across the river.

Even more disastrous is the
futile expedition to retake Quang-
tri province. Operating without
any support from the local popu-
lation, 20,000 infantrymen have
been wandering through the pro-
vince unable to make contact
with the NLF.

The Saigon troops are virtually
at the point where they cannot be
considered a fighting force. They

_have been torn to shreds by what

must be recognized as one of the
most brilliant offensives in’ mili-

-tary history.

Even though the Amerlcan
military ‘'made -extensive pre-
parations for the offensive,

" during the last half year the NLF

has won vast new areas of terri-
tory and has destroyed no less
than a quarter of the Saigon
army.

Neither the B-52 bombings nor
the mining of the Haiphong har-
bor have been able to defeat the
NLF because the offensive and
the political collapse in the south
are the expressions of the ‘deep-
ening social revoluuon m Indo-
china,

Hanoi has made it very olear

* that it will continue the struggle

until the Americans are thrown'
out of Vietnam. Hoang Tung,
editor’ of the Communist Party
newspaper, Nhan Dan, declared
last week: ‘“We can hardly
believe the war will end. After 17
private meetings, Kissinger has

' shown no_signs that Nixon is

{Continued On Page 18)
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Revolt Against
Productivity
Shakes Steel
Convention

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN
LAS VEGAS—The question of an endorsement of a
presidential candidate dominated the first two days
" of the sixteenth Constitutional Convention of the

USWA.

* The break-up of the Demo-
cratic Party and all the al-
liances set up under Roose-
velt was reflected in a debate
of the most fundamental kind
questioning not only Mec-
Govern but the nature of the
Democratic Party itself.

The refusal of either Meany or
Abel to confront the real lessons
of this history and pose the task
of constructing an independent
party of labor left the convention
and the entire labor movement
paralyzed without a political
policy to carry forward.

DANGER

The extreme danger of this
situation found sharp expression
in the ‘second half of the con-
vention, in- which the crisis de-
veloping throughout the steel in-
dustry exploded on the floor in
the contributions of dozens of
delegates who were unable to
confront the vicious attacks they
now face as anything other than
trade union questions.

What emerged in this section of
" the conference was that there is

a civil war situation developing

in steel plants across the coun-

try. The Abel bureaucracy is

making.a desperate attempt to
. hold back the inevitable con-

frontation.

The actual situation developmg
since the steel contract was
brought to the floor by a number
of delegates from small locals.
Many stood up to claim that their
funds were dangerously depleted
through loss of membership and
the rise in the cost of arbitration

of grievances and that they had
no money.

VIOLATIONS
They said that there were
massive violations of the con-
tract by the companies. Since
they could not even afford to take
these violations to arbitration,
(Continued On Page 18)

PAGED

Southern Illinois Unijversity tried to avoid paying union wages to painters by hiring students at $1.65 to $2.00
an hour washing walls fo be painted. Painters of Cahokia District Council 58, AFL-CI0 set up a picket line .
which other workers honored. SIU backed down. One worker explained: “We have nothing against the :
students, we just want fo protect our jobs.” ’

General Dynamics Ranks Vote Strike Action

BY ALAN BERENSON
NEW LONDON-—Last Thursday the workers or-
ganized in the Metal Trades Council in the General
Dynamics Electric Boat division which produces
nuclear submarines here voted in overwhelming
solidarity against the company’s contract offer and

for a strike.

The workers in the Metal
Trades Council have been
working under an extended
contract since July. Since the

expiration of the old contract,

the union leadership under
Anthony L. DeGregory has
granted the company exten-
sion after extension in order
to prevent a strike of the 5642
members of the Metal Trades
Council.

In Thursday’s voting, the
workers demonstrated how they
felt about the summer-long ex-
tension and the union leader-
ship’s vacillation. Almost every
single worker voted against what
the company has called its ‘“‘last
and final offer,” about which one
worker said: *‘If we accept it, we

are crazy.”’

General Dynamics, which has
laid off thousands of workers in
the last year, has offered a pa-
thetic wage increase of 7.5 per-
cent the first year, and 5.5 per-
cent in the second and third years

“of the contract. Along with this,
- the ‘company- is insisting on the

implementation of what it calls:
“Union-employer cooperation in

productivity improvement.”

What this cooperation would .
actually mean is vicious speed-up
and layoffs so that, in the com-
pany’s own words, it could:

““Successfully compete in the

technologically advancing ship-
building' industries.” The com-
pany is demanding the right to
move workers all around the
plant at will; to increase produe-

tivity under the job-interchange-
ability clause.

As one worker interviewed by
the Bulletin said: “This clause
means if it’s slow in the welding
department, for example, the
company can send men to

- another department, probably at

a cut in pay.”

REFUSED
After laying off thousands, the
company has now received a
number of large military con-
tracts which it plans to imple-
ment with the greatest possible

- speed by the gigantically reduced

work force. A

The only answer to the com-
pany’s last and final offer is a
shutdown of the General Dynam-
ics plant. The workers in the

‘Metal Trades Council are over- .
whelmingly in favor of such ac-

tion.

After thé votmg, which =~

workers considered a vote for
strike, the union leadership simp- .~
1y tagged it: “A vote for sirike
authorization,” in order td stall
further. DeGregory, president of
the Trades Council, said: “The
company conceded defeat by
(Conﬁnued On Page 18) -

Florida Clty Workers
Defy Anti-Union Ban;

~ BY BRUCE McKAY '
FORT PIERCE, Fla., Sept. 93—Public Works em-

ployees who staged a two day walkout last week to
demand a 5.5 percent wage increase today formeda
union to press their demands against an arrogant e

League on Oct. 21-22.

| next meeting.

“WHEREAS:

| J and plant closing;

At the meeting which centered on reports from the just-
concluded national IAM convention, the leadership ruled the
resolution out of order. At the same time, it allowed the sup-
porters of the Communist Party to set up a table for Mc-
-Govern and to show a campaign film.

Fully aware that the resolution on the conference had
wide support within the lodge, the leadership adjourned the
meeting right after it was put on the floor. The ranks will
continue the fight for endorsement of the conference at the

The resolution reads as follows:

Lodge 113, IAM, is on record in favor of
calling a ‘Congress of Labor to launch a
‘labor party, this being the only defense of

our members and of the entire union move-
ment against the government and cor-
porate policy of wage freezing, speed-up

1AM WORKERS SUPPORT LABOR PARTY CONFERENCE

 BY ANIAM MEMBER
CHICAGO—Members of the International Association of
‘Machinists (IAM) submitted an emergency resolution last
Wednesday to Lodge 113 for endorsement of the National
Conference for a Labor Party Now called by the Workers -

AND WHEREAS:

The recent National Convention of the
IAM showed strong support for a policy of
mdependent political action by the trade
unions, despite President Floyd B. Smith’s
campaign for endorsement of the Demo-
cratic Party’s anti-labor candidate,

George McGovern;
THEREFORE:

Be it resolved that Lodge 113 endarses
the National Conference for a Labor Party
Now, called by the Workers League for Oc- |
tober 21 and 22 in Chicago, and urges |
Lodge members to take an actwe part in

the conference.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:™

That Lodge 113 officials shall prepare a |
mailing to the membership informing
them of this motion and including pub-
licity on the National Canferenee fmr a
‘Labor Party Naw » :

L3

e |

city commission.

Of the department’s 149 =
non-supervisory personnel, .
- 105 joined together this mor- .= .
ning - to inaugurate City =
Workers Local 1224, Inter-
- national-Brotherhood of Pire-
- men and Oilers, AFL-CIO.

The workers have not received
a pay increase in over two and a

half years and will demand the. ..
city. grant the 55 percent in- .-
crease as well as a retroactive ..
wage adjustment. The total in--

crease would come to over 10. 5
percent

The city commission and the :

. city administration are readying

all the forees at their disposal fo

"crush the union and the mili-

tancy of the workers.

Mayor Dennis Summerlin said o

Ire does not even intend to allowa -

union representative to speak

when the commission considers -

the city budget for the final tire »ﬂf
‘1 Monday night. He said city
- workers do not have the right tn il

join a union. -

Summerlin. and other labor— S ok
baiting commissioners and city .
administrators. -will ‘be con- .~
~ fronted with their vicious class =
“hatred Monday night, when hun- -~
dreds of workers pack the com- "

mission meeting dem;mdmg i
their mght m be heard. :

S
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‘New York

- I.ongshoremen

Demonstrate

For Senlorn‘y
Job Rights

BY DAN FRIED

NEW YORK, Sept. 26—A group of more than 30

longshoremen whose seniority rights have been
taken away, and who have been denied the right to

- work in the Port of New York, continued their picket

line in front of the International Longshoremen S
Association (ILA) headquarters this morning.

'The men, all members of
Local 1804 of the ILA, who are
commonly known as

- “Chenangoe” men because
they are former employees of
‘the William Spencer Com-

- pany who worked on the

. lighters (bargers) in the port,
" have been out of work for 12
- months. When Spencer

decided to cut out its lighter

service, these men were

‘pushed out and refused any

- benefits or seniority rights by

~the ILA leadership under
- President Thomas (Teddy)
Gleason

. "Pickets told Bulletin reporters
“that it was only through their
‘organization and, determination

~ to fight that the léadershlp final-
ly. allowed the men the early

< retirement provisions of thé con-

- tract. But many of the men are -

not eligible and ‘the others are
-unable. to support a farmly on
such a pension;

‘Many of these men’ have

~ worked on the docks for 25 to 30
- years-and now are without jobs,
. the Guaranteed”Annual Ircome .

i “(GAI) or other- union' benefits.

They have also exhausted their’

unemployment compensation.
One man said: ‘““We don’t want
to go on welfare. We only want

the right to work according to the *
 seniority we’ve earned, but we’re.

getting deSperate ”

REFUSING

The men were still hoping for a:

favorable-decision on their case
by. the joint union-management
senjority board which is‘meeting
this week, But they pointed out

“that Gleason was refusing to

fight for them, while the shippers

.are opposed to bringing them
“back. ‘
The men were all in agree-

ment that the government agen-
cies, from the National Labor
Relations Board to. the ‘Human

" Rights Commission of New York,
“refused to lift a finger on thelr

behalf.  ““Instead - of protecting
our - jobs, ' these 'agencies- are
protecting management,”” one of
the picket leaders charged.

All of the men greeted the an-
nouncement - that  Gleason 'was

supporting. Nixon with contempt. -

As one of the spokesmen for the
men pointed out: “These people :
make contrlbutlons to all poli-

others. : : 4

CINFERENCE

1o HME -
|LABORPARTY NDW' ~
(CHICAGO-0CT.21-22

| The purpose of this conference erence will be to estabhsh an orgamza— e ]
tion of rank and file trade unionists to carry forward the fight -
for the trade unions to. call a congress of labor to establish a
‘labor party. The conference will also consider the program |
‘1 around which such a labor party is to be constructed as well as-. -
‘I the situation facing specxflc sections of the labor movement.

Workshops on Steel, Auto, Longshore Teachers, Clvﬂ Servnce

' , Young Soclahsts wxl} hold: .

~Chicago

NATIONAL PRELIMINARY CON FERENCE
“FOR THE CONSTRUCTIONOF A -
, REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT

b

OCTOBER 22

Contact:

94103 4156211810 o

i L__‘ h Ey
- | 'Both events wm be heidat: Bxsmarck Hotel, Handoiph & Wells (in the Loop
. §Adyance Regxstrauon Necasary trade umomsts $5 00 youth & unemployed -
$2.50-. s

g New York: 6th Floor, 135 W, 14th St NYCIOL meosz : ,
: : Chicago: PO, Box6044 Main P.O. Chxcago&ﬂ&ﬂ? k t: %
West . Coast: ' Rm.- 313, 3004 mth St., ‘San Fl‘aDCISCO, Cahf L

ey ‘Inexpensxv» accomodatmns available

tical campaigns—Democrats,
Republicans, there’s no differ-
ence.”

The “‘Chenangoe’’ men were
the first victims of the drive by
the shipowners to take away the
benefits won by the union as a’
whole. While picking out and

trying to isolate a weaker sec-

tion of the longshoremen who are
predominately Black, the future
for the “Chenangoes” is now tied

* up with the rights and benefits of

the rest of the union member-
ship who now face the same
danger.

This is the meaning of the new
work rules which are being

-applied viciously against the men.

throughout the port of New York

ATU To Shut

BY DAVE WHITE
NEW HAVEN, Sept.
24—Bus drivers and mech-
anies of the Amalgamated
Transit Union (ATU) voted to

authorize strike action for
- September 30 against the Con-
necticut: company serving -

New Haven and Hartford and

‘the Connecticut Railway and-
Lighting Company serving
, Bndgeport Waterbury and
. New Britain.

. Both ‘bus companies have re-

5 fusedvto negotiate on wage in-
-creases and working conditions.
E: Clayton Gengrass,

‘mil~
lionaire insurance man-and

.owner of "the Connecticut com-

‘pany, has demanded a 48 cent
hourly wage cut,
For the last four months Gen-

grass has attempted to weaken

the union by cutting back on ser-
vice, laying off and suspending
some of the more militant

members of -the New Haven

local, while the union leadership

- has refused to take any action.

- SMASH
The Democrats and Re-
_ publicans, now in speclal legis-

. lative session, are usmg a three
million dollar excess in the state -

‘highway funds as a cover for

Gexxgrass and the bus compames -

‘Bulletin faiked‘ fo LA members who picketed union headquaners.

in order to “drive men off the
docks. It is Gleason and all his

_ henchmen—including Anthony

Scotto of Local 1814~who
allowed these provisions to be
brought in and today act as cops
for the shlppers in carrying them
out.

A coordinated defense of the
“Chenangoe” men and of all
locals of the ILA in the port must

" be fought for with the aim of
-throwing -out the new work rules,

giving full seniority rights and all
other union benefits including the

GAI to the Chenangoe men. The -

contract must be renegotiated,
including the full pay increase
that was slashed by Nixon’s Pay
Board.

Rubber
Workers
Stage
Wildeest

BY DIANNE ISAACS

WHITEMARCH TWP.,
Pa.—Refusing to bow down to
the employers’ productivity
drive, all three shifts at the
Lee Tire and Rubber Com-
pany in this Philadelphia sub-
urb contihue their second
wildcat strike in two months
after reading a company

- directive that their daily pro-

duction quota is to be in-
creased.

The company sent telegrams to
the men saying that they would
be suspended for one week for

_their actions.

The employers are literally at-

B tempting to extract their pound

of sweat off each worker before
they close in the face of com-
peting with the completely auto-
mated facilities the giant rubber

" corporations like Goodyear .and

Firestone are planning to open in
the South.

Caught in an impossible eco-
nomic. situation, Lee Tire and
Rubber takes their cue from the
plans outlined by Geodirey of
General Motors Assembly Divi-
sion for increasing production
with a smaller workforce, with
the full blessing of Richard Nixon
and George McGovern. '

The 700 men here work in fem-
peratures as high as 180 degrees
in the summer and when they
walked off the job in July it was
because the men were suffering
severe back injuries from lifting
heavy materials. The company
finally installed hoists two
months later and announced that
this was to be accompanied by in-
creased production.

Officials of United Rubber
Workers Local 785 which re-
presents the men refused to'com-
ment on the situation.

Connechcut Bus I.mes

to smash the ATU. Neither the
Democratic Legislature, nor the
Republican Governor. want any

“part of subsidized, mass public’

transportatlon under present
conditions. /-

But they would be willing to
take it over if the ATU takes the
wage cut and submiits to the cut-
backs and ‘speed-up the  com-
panies are trying to force on the

- workers.

The union leadershxp is leadmg

the ATU into this trap by suppor- -
ting the Democrats’ proposal

over the Repubhcaﬂs The ranks
of the ATU must prepare for a

real fight with an all -out strike.
They must fight for the con-
_struction of a.labor party and the'

- 10011,

‘Connecticut bus company fired militanf drivers earlier (abee the
protest rally). Now-company wants to give workers 48 cent wage cut.

nationalization of the trans-
portation industry, under
workers confrol and without

compensation to the bosses.
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NYU President
Slashes Budget,
Threatens Closure

BY NANCY VASQUEZ
The crisis in American education-exploded last
week with the decision by New York University to
drastically cut its budget, reduce its faculty, and

eliminate
Upon making this an-

- nouncement, the President of

NYU stated that the very sur-
vival of the university is now
in question. The possible col-
lapse of NYU must be seen by
every youth and student as a
grim warning of the dangers
that lie ahead.

If New York University, one of
the largest, wealthiest and most

prestigious institutions in the -

country can simply collapse
beneath the weight of the
economic crisis, it means that
the same danger faces every
other college and university.

No student or youth can take it
for granted that he will receive a
higher education or—if he is
already in school—complete four
years. Higher education will no
longer be a right but rather a
luxurious privilege.

The faculty at NYU has been
reduced by 217 members.

Seventeen members of the
Graduate School of Social Work
will not be hired and plans have
already begun to close down this
school.

In addition to this, the retire-

~ ment age was dropped from 68 to

65 years of age so as to retire
many more teachers. ;

In the field of Arts and Science
the cutback requires the reduc-
tion of 50 faculty members along
with the cufs in many courses
such as mathematics, chemis-
try, political science and the
complete elimination of others
like the teachings of certain

" languages.

" The only way to ensure the
future of higher education is

schools.

The eity’s Board of Education,
in the face of a $400,000 budget
cut were forced to adopt a 27 to
one student-teacher ratio in all
New Britain schools, The trans-
fer of the four teachers was
caused by a lower than expected
enrollment in the Benjamin
Franklin and Deloretto schools.

On September 19, 200 students
walked out of classes at East
Hartford High to protest eli-
mination of their het lunch
program and to demand de-
signated smoking areas and an
open campus program. The town
council has voted to remove the
$208,000 subsidy that provided the
lonches and has refused to dis-

- cuss the matter with students

until October 2.
The actions of the students

-_express the determination of the

scores of courses.

through the construction of a
revolutionary movement to lead
the working class to power and a
socialist society.

We urge all students and youth
to take up this fight with the
Workers League at the National
Conference for A Labor Party
Now and the National Prelimi-
nary Conference of the Young
Socialists on October 22 in
Chicago.

Above are some of the Minneapolis youth who are demanding that cops be remiived from the schools.

Minneapolis Students
Demund Ouster Of Cops

AYS REPORTER

MINNEAPOLIS—Last week
Black students at North
Senior High held a meeting to
decide on actions against the
conditions at the school.
Demands were drawn up cen-
tering around removing
police from the schools,
cheaper school lunches and
better classes,

The Minneapolis Tribune has
attempted to pass off the
meeting as a racial disturbance.
In fact, the meeting of these stu-
dents comes as a result of the
rotten educational conditions and
the harassment and beatings of
youth by the police.

North Senier High and Lincoln
Junior High are infested with
police, the lavoratories are
locked to prevent fights, and out-
side doors are chained shut.

A 45 minnte lunch break is
given in which all 1500 students

working class to fight for their
hard won rights. What is holding
them back is their present re-
formist leadership.

Two federally funded anti-
poverty agencies are in the
leadership of the New Britain
boycott. They have set up neigh-
borhood schools teaching math,
geography and Black history.
These schools obviously cannot
meet the needs of the children.

Sherman Adams, director of
the Mt. Pleasant anti-poverty
agency has said: “There's an
implied racism in the ad-
ministration’s” policies,” be-
cause both schools have a high
percentage of Blacks.

Instead of fighting for an alter-
native to the Democrats and Re-
publicans these reformists are

. misleading the youth. The neigh-

have to eat at one time. Some
never get to eat because of the
long wait on line.

The Tribune listed the
demands of the students but con-
veniently left out their grie-
vances about the cops in the
schools, classes and cheaper
lunches. Students who talked to
the Young Secialist emphasized
their anger at the lies and dis-
tortions in the capitalist press.

“They just want to turn every-
thing into a big racial thing,
blaming the Black students. All
we want is-a chance for a good
education,” said one student. He
also criticized the content of the
education and said that: ‘‘His-
tory is taught from the point of

‘'view of the presidents.”

1t is this determination of the
youth to defend their rights
whieh must be channeled into the
building of a revolutionary move-
ment which the Young Socialists
in Minneapolis is leading.

,Harfford Students Walk Out

HARTFORD—Eight hundred and fifty students at two- New Brltain elementary schools boy-
cotted classes for two days last week to protest the transfer of four teachers to other city

borbood schools are even more
inadeguate for education,

The reformists want to pose it
as just a matter of racism and in
this way deny the deepening eco-
nomic crisis of capitalism. The
attacks on education have hit
every section of the working
class, both Black and white. They
stemn from a crisis-ridden, profit
hungry class determined at all
costs to drive back the living
standards of youth.

The youth can only be de-
fended by building a re-
volutionary leadership which
does not accept capitalism. The
Young Socialists are the only
ones carrying out this fight by
bringing these political ques-
tions to the unions o demand
that a labor party be formed to
provide decent education.

-

Where Does The YSA Stand
On The Labor Party?

Last week we wrote demanding that the Young Secxanst
Alliance turn the Jenness and Pulley campaign towards the -
questions facing the working class and youth. This meant
above all that the YSA take up the fight for a Eabor party to
counter the Democrats and Republicans.. . ,

We warned that the Stalinist Communist Party and Young
Workers Liberation League were thrusting all their energy
into maintaining the old relationship of the Democratic:
Party and the labor movement.
~ Since we wrote that editorial, the CP and YWLL have
begun their greatest offensiVe within the trade unions for
the endorsement of McGovern. Gus Hall, their fraudulent.
presidential candidate, has openly called for a McGovern
victory in an article appearing in the September 23 issue of
the Daily World..

but should come as a “by-preduct of struggle—a by-pro-
duct of raising the consciousness, understanding and level
of organization of the people.” s
These words are proof of the Stalinists’ infentions to keep -
workers tied to the Demaocratic Party and bring them to-

§ defeat. They serve as a warning to every youth about the

counterrevolutionary roje of the CP and YWLL.

Militant this week runs front page coverage launching the
nationwide. tours of Jenness and Puliey with no mention of .
the need to build a labar party. :

While entering into debafes with the candidates of the
Communist Party, nof once did they even feel the slightest
responsibility as Trotskyists, as revolutfnnanes, to expose
these traitors.

challenging them on why McGovern retreated on the ques- |
tion of abortion, as if that is the main question facing the
working class. They proceeded to make one of their liberal
reforms as the ground on which the quesmn of power will
be answered.

We chailenge the Young Socialist Alliance to siate its
position on these questions. They know very well that
Jenness and Pulley cannot counter Nixon. I this is so, then
the Jenness and Puiley campaign, in refusing to fight for
the labor party, is a dangerous diversion, ane which finds~
itself incapahle of oppesing the CP-YWLL and in fact’_.
actually aids them. ’

The Young Socialists are not standing back whﬁe the fate
of the working class is in question. We take Nixon, the
unemployment situation, and all of these attacks seriously. |
While the Stalinists throw evarything behind the liberals.
and the Democratic Party, we stand with the working class
and for a labor party.

The fight for the labor party towers above all as the main §
task confronting the working class. The October 23 con- |
ference for trade unionisis and youth for the labor party has
to be seen in this light. :

The National Preliminary Conference of the Young
Socialists will be built only through the hg!zt for the labor
party and by exposing the Stalinists in this way. The -
strength of the Young Socialists lies in arming the yomh .=

#Electing McGovern,” ha declared, is not a goal in itself, | ‘

Showing complete contempt for the working class, the 1

Rather, they turned their aﬁentmn to McGuvermtes,‘ ’

1 __gainst these enemies vmhm the awrkfng class. e
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Brooklyn College YS
Hits At Revisionists

BY A YSREPORTER
The dangerous role of the revisionists in this pemod was the
main topic in the first meeting of the Young Socialists on Wed-
nesday. The political report given by Adele Flateau, National
Steering Committee member centered around the elections
and the candidates of the Socialist Workers Party and Young

Socialist Alliance.

Flateau - stated that: “The

~ Young Socialist Alliance do not
~ uSe their candidates to pose

socialist demands and to break

~ the workers and youth from the

two capitalist parties. Instead,
they center their campaign

- around middle class radicalism,

and thus, completely divert the
real struggle of workers and
youth today. :

“Only the struggle of the re-

volutionary party to build a labor
party will bring forward the fight
of workers to defend their basic
rights.”

The bankruptey of the na-
tionalists’ politics was- ex-
pressed in the report given by
Emmanuel Edouard ‘““Na-

tionalism divides the working
class and leads them to a dead
end,” he said, adding that na-
tionalism accepts capitalism by
trying to reform it through
demands for community control.

There was a lengthy dis-
cussion centéring on the ad-
venturism which always
dominates Young Socialist Al-
liance rallies such as last May’s
YSA rally at BC, which ended in
the attempt to take over the prin
cipal’s office and then blockade
the Nostrand-Flatbush inter
section.

The YSA cannot offer any
program to fight back agamst the
attacks. All they can do is lead
the - youth into fights w1th the
police.,

Yo ng Soc fist

Young Socialists use-recreation time to play basketball at Catskill

camp last weekend. See article on the Educational Camp on page 15.

YS Camp 'The Only Answer s Socnallsm

~ BY NANCY VASQUEZ
The weekend educational camp held by the Young

Socialists and Workers League marked a tre-

mendous step forward in the building of the re--
~ volutionary youth movement. The camp was held in
- preparation for the preliminary conference of the

‘Young Socialists in Chicago. It centered on the his-
torical lessons of the first American Revolution, the
CIVII War, and the first chapter of Marx’s Capltal

It was held during the most

A v:cxous attacks on all youth

and workers across the coun-

“try. Great enthusiasm was
‘shown during  the camp to

take forward the program of

~fighting against the attacks
. and for the building of a labor

party. Youth. and workers

came from Philadelphia, New

York, Maryland Washington,
D.C., Boston and Con—
nectlcut

Larry Neil, a. 19 year old

" Lehigh Umversaty student in

. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania stidy- -
- _ing "architecture, who attended-
the conference said: *“There’s no -

way to turn. The only answer is
socialism. Schools never taught

uswhat capitalism is like or what
.‘-.socxahsm is really about: They

~Show hlstory asa Jumble of facts :

isolated from the real picture. I
never saw the history of the
working class as a whole'in the

same framework as'shown by the

camp.”’

John M. Henry, a young worker
in ‘an ‘aluminum company ‘in
Philadelphia, said, ‘“The .Young
Socialists has the correct ana-
lysis on- the crisis and how it

: came about: The camp deepened
my understanding and increased
my -enthusiasm to . contribute .}

more to the struggle.
“The seed for my" looking to
socialism was when I was in the

Army. The more I understood it, .

the deeper I got to see the hlstory
of - the "American labor move-

.ment.

“The crisis can’t be erased

, w1th reforms but on]y through

the destruction of the whole ma-
chinery of capitalism. I-under-
stand why capitalism uses
racism to- divide the working
class. The Black nationalists tie
the workers and youth to capi-
talism by controlling the con-
ditions instead of transforming

-the _conditions. They offer no
" theory ‘or philosophy with which

the youth can fight back. The
task before me is to bring this
consciousness to the people.”

An unemployed youth from the .-
‘Bronx said::
‘the history of the American labor

“T didn’t know ‘that

movement was that bloody. I

~-didn’t. know. that people were
hired to fight agalnst the

workers’ rnovement ”

“The objective conditions today
pose the life and death situation
that workers and youth are in. It
is only through the construction
of a.labor party which can or-
ganize workers to begin to fight
against the attacks and at all
points bring forward the ur-
gency of socialism ‘that the
working class and youth can go
forward.

At all points the necessxty for
theory was emphasized. It is only
through the understanding of
theory and history that we can
arm ourselves for the tasks
aliead.

Stony Brook
YS Plans
Fight For
Labor Party

BY A YS REPORTER

Last Thursday the Stony Brook
University Young Socialists held
their first meeting here. Several
students discussed the role of the
youth in the constructlon of a
labor party.

Gil Gonzalez, National Secre—
tary of the YS, gave a political
report which concentrated on
Nixon’s trade war and its
meaning for all workers and
youth. Gonzalez stated that, ‘‘the
labor party is the only weapon
which can begin to fight against
the attacks waged by the govern—
ment.”

Mounting unemployment, plant
closures and the phasing out of
educational programs express
the bankruptcy of the capitalist
system which now threatens the
very existence of workers and
youth. He added:

“Long Island alone has a 10
percent unemployrment rate. The
closing of the Grumman Indus-
try dealt a hard blow to every
worker there,” stated Gonzalez.

A sharp discussion followed’
which brought forward the cen-
tral question today: how does the
revolutionary party change the
political consciousness of
workers.

It was emphasized that the
revolutionary party must at all
points intervene in the struggle
of workers for their rights with a
program which can bring them to
power.

The begmnmg of this flght
must be around the labor party.

"Everyone expressed great in-
terest in learning more about the

-Young Socialists and in at-

tending the Labor Party Now
Conference -and the Young
Socialists Prehmmary National
Conference in Chxcago on Oc-
tober 22.

FIRED AFTER 3 DAYS IN A HELL HOLE

. BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ
BROOKLYN——Hector Mendez is 18 years old, unemployed
and a member of the East New York Young Soc1ahsts All
summer he looked for a job without success until last week.
Last summer all he could find was a part-time ]Ob at the

. “"V"I»Loop} ,‘

NATIONAI. PRE- CONFERENCE
'FOR THE CONSTRUCTION

| OF A REVOLUTIONARY
:"I.'YOUT“ MOVEMENT Chlcu 0 October 2

] The purpose of this conference will be to elect a provisional national
~ steering committee of the Young Socialists and to consider a program-
| matical statement around which a national conference will be organized
- | to found the Young Socialists. Plans for the launching of the Young
1 Socxal:st’ as an independent paper will also be considered.
{ . The conference will be held in conjunction w1th the Workers League
1 Conference For aLabor Party Now!
Both events will be held at: Blsmarck Hotel, Randolph & Wells (in the

1 "Rdvance Reglstration Necessary trade unionists: $5: 00 youth&unemployed '$2.50. Contact
R “New York: 6th Floor, 135 W. 14th Street, NYC 10011 924-0852°

‘£ Chicago: P.0. Box 6044, Main P. O., Chicago 60607
1 “West'Coast: Rm. 313, 3004 16th Street San Franclsco Cahf 94103 415-621 1310
; ,Inexpenszve accomodatmns avaxlable .

minimum wage.

His. father is a member of
Local 483 of the International
Union of Electrical ‘Workers

" (IUE) which has been on strike

against Fedders Corporation for

‘over seven months.

The :Young Socialist in-
terviewed Hector .on his ex-

-periences at his first job ina fac-

tory. He said:
“l worked in the basement
most of the time. The first thing I

- had to do was clean the

machines. There were about 30 of
them. I put the candy in and then
had to light them up.

“It gets to over 100 degrees,
you start sweating as soon as the
machines are turned on because
it's 'like an open flame. Then

- there are kettles which contain

syrup. Everyone gets burned dip-
ping the pots into the kettles.

‘“The only. ventillation is- the
basement door.. There are no
fans. On top of this, the noise of
30 machines turmng leaves you
almost deaf. A

“Next you have to put some
cinnamon liquid on the candies,
When ‘that’s’ put in the vapors
that come out of the machine ir-
ritates your whole body. Tears

. come out of your eyes and they

begin to itch and everyone has to

~“run to one side of the room, Most

workers come out red—the color
of the vapor.

" “‘There is one big machine with
a spout on which everyone gets
burned. I got burned holding a 150
pound sack. The workers that
have to go to the freezer go from
over 100 degrees to 30 degrees.
My .cousin worked above me
where they have blowers to dry

- off the chocolate and he had to
‘wear a jacket,

“I had worked there three days
when I got laid off. I came back
from lunch and the foreman told

. me. One of the bosses explained
‘that.they had to cut back on two

people.

*“They have old machinery so I
guess they don’t care about the
people’s health. The boss and the
foreman during the three days I
was there came down only once
because the machine was broken.

I think the conditions are get-
ting worse.  That is why my
father is striking because they
are trying to ®ake away his gains.
Workers and youth should fight
for better working conditions. *

“We need a .labor party to
defend us because of the way
workers are treated. This was

-my.first time working in a fac-

tory. I didn’t know it would be
this bad.”




OCTOBER 2, 1972

BULLETIN

PAGE7

THE POLITICAL DEGENERATION OF

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY
3.Huey Newton
& intercommunalism

BY JOHN HILLS

We have pointed out in the previous articles that the idealist method of Huey
P. Newton has led the Black Panther Party into accepting what is, that is, capi-
talism. Newton, proceeding with the ‘“integration’’ (or more correcﬂy “unity”)
of theory and practice, rather than the conflict between the two, has brought thé
Black Panther Party into the arms of reformism.

Men develop knowledge
precisely through the conflict
of their thinking with the ex-
ternal world; this conflict be-
tween man and nature is
absolute; it goes on all the
time.

Newton, ignoring this funda-
mental principle of Marxism, has
refused to bring his under-
standing in conflict with the ob-
jective crisis of capitalism.
Consequently the ideology and
practice of the BPP is a degen-
eration of philosophy.

Their philosophy is the philo-
sophy of capitalism. Today not
only is bourgeois philosophy
totally reactionary, but deadly to
the fate of the working class.

The purpose of this article is to
show concretely how the
idealism of Huey P. Newton is
expressed in the practice of the
BPP. They have gone from
armed self-defense against

* capitalism to the endorsement of
Shirly Chisholm for president.

The BPP accepts circum-
stances but is incapable of
changing them. Marx in his
Theses on Feuerbach said: ““The
philosophers have interprefed
the world in various ways; the
point however is to change it.”
The BPP has yet to interpret the
meaning of the capitalist erisis in
this way and through its practice
provide the Panthers with a
strategy to change it.

With this understanding, we
can now begin an examination of
the reformism in the practice of
the BPP. It has always been a
nationalist orgamization. It
politics were based on race
rather than class. In Newton’s
turn to dialectical materialism,
he tried to achieve a compromise
between two hostile camps,
nationalism and Marxism.

“The Panthers’ “¢onception of
“intercommunalism is a last ditch
attempt to revive the bank-
ruptey of Black nationalism.
Newton tries to justify the uns-
cientific conception of inter-

communalism with the follow-

ing:

““We found that because
everything is in a constant state
of transformation, because of the
development of technology,
because ‘of the development of
the mass media, because of the
fire power of the imperialist, and
because of the fact that the
United States is no longer a na-
tion but an empire, nations could
not exist, for they did not have
the criteria for nationhood.

““Their - self-determination,
economic determination, and
cultural determination has been
transformed by the imperialists
and the ruling circle. They were
no longer nations. We found in

. order to be infernationalists, we

had to be nationalists, or at least
acknowledge nationhood. Inter-
nationalism, if I understand the
word, means the interrelation-
ship among a group of nations.
But since no nation exists, and
since the United States is in fact
an empire, it is impossible for us
to be internationalists.

Herein we have from Newton a
complete rejection of Marxism.
Newton throws terms around
without any class content. If we
were to base ourselves on New-
ton’s understanding, one would
think that internationalism was
the solidarity of the Asian
working class with Ugandan
General Amin.

Newton denies the interna-
tional crisis of capitalism which
forced Nixon’s August 15
measures, which confront the in-

ternational working class with
conditions of civil war. Since the
August decisions, far from na-
tionalism. being overcome, Ja-
panese and European nations are
thrown into vicious trade war
competition with America.

Each capitalist nation is
desperately trying fo remain
above water in the world mone-
tary crisis which has exploded
with the removal of gold from the
dolar. Lenin confirmed without
a doubt that after the turn of the
century America entered the
stage of imperialism. He said:
“Imperialism is the eve of pro-
letarian revolution. This has been
confirmed since 1917 on a world-
wide scale.”

KAUTSKY
The conception of intercommu-

nalism is reminiscent of
Kautsky’s theory of super-
imperialism, which Leunin in
his Imperialism: The Highest
Stage of Capitalism proved false.

Kautsky says: “From the purely
economic point of view it is not
impossible that capitalism will
yet go through a new phase, that
of the extension of the policy of
the cartels to foreign policy, the
phase of ultra-imperialism, i.e.,

of a super-imperialism, a union’

of world imperialisms and not
struggles among imperialisms; a
phase when wars shall cease

under capitalism, a phase of the

joint exploitation of the world by

-internationally combined

financed capital.”

Lenin responds with: 1) The
fact that the world is already
divided up obliges those contem~
plating a new division to reach
out for any kind of territory, and
2) because an essential feature of
imperialism is the rivalry
between a number of great
powers in the striving for hege-
mony, i.e., for the conquest of
territory, not so much directly
for themselves as to weaken the

adversary and undermine his.

hegemony.
CONTRADICTIONS
‘““Kautsky’s ytterly

meaningless talk - about ultra-
imperialism encourages, among
other things, that profoundly
mistaken idea which only brings
grist to mill of the apologists of
imperialism, viz., that the rule of

finance capital lessens the um-

evenness and contradictions in-
herent in world economy,
whereas in reality it increases
them.”

Newton has paid a heavy price
trying to justify community con-.
trol and Black capitalism with
his theory of intercommu-
nalism. Blacks in the U.S. arenot
a colonized nation; Black nation-
hood has been destroyed with the
completion of the American Civil
War, scattering Black ‘workers
across the Eastern, Midwestern
and Western areas in-basic indus-
tries of the U.S. Black workers
roake up an important part of the
American working class as a
whole. In major unions like the "
UAW, Blacks constitute more
than one-third of the mem-
bership.

There is absolutely no cntena
for Black nationalism in the U.S.
nationally, culturally or econo-
mically. It exists only in the head
of Huey P. Newton but not in
America. Not only is nationalism .
useless in fighting the “exploi-
tation of capitalism, but serves
to weaken and divide the working
class, delivering it into the hands
of the enemy class.

Newton's theory of mtercom— '
munalism marked a return to
nationalism within the Panther -
Party. It is a theory which re-
jects any understanding of how’
the capitalist crisis is develop-
ing and says that capitalism has
overcome its contradictions and
national rivalries. Newton's. so-
called ‘‘communities’ is a rejec-
tion of the international struggle
of the working class against
capitalism, for socialist re-
volution. This theory cam only
lead the Panthers back to sup-
port for the nationalist states and
for the bourgeoisie itself.

TO BE CONTINUED

YS MARCHERS: 'WE WANT THE TORIES OUT'

BY A YS REPORTER

In spite of the bitter opposition of the right-wing leaders of the Labaur Party
and trade unions the autumn regional Right-to-Work marches of the British
Young Socialists have received the enthusiastic support of thousands of rank

and file workers.

These marches are taking
the Young Socialists through
areas hit hardest by the Tory
government’s deliberate poli-
cies of inflation and unem-
ployment.

These marches are not merely
a continuation of the Right-to-

‘Work marches held earlier in the

year, for the crisis of British capi-
talism has deepened drama-
tically over the past two months.

More than ever before, these
marches show the decisive role
that must be played by the Young
Socialists in building 2 re-

- volutionary leadership in the

vworking class that will defeat the

government and bring the
working class to power.

UNEMPLOYMENT
During the past month, there

" has been a tremendous increase

in unemployment. As of Sep-

tember 11, more than 921,000

workers were without jobs.

Within three months, the Tory
government - will take England

into the Common Market, an

action that will require the des-

truction of the living conditions -

and basic rights of British
workers and youth.

In the face of the govern-
ment’s attacks, the trade unjon

* and Labour Party bureaucrats .

have completely abandoned the
struggle to defend the working
class. At the recent conference of

the Trades Union Congress (the

British AFL-CIO}, whole sec-
tions of the bureaucracy openly

sided  with the government

against the trade unions and de-
clared their support. for the Tn.
dustrial Relations Act, a vicious

ﬂlawthatlsbeingusedmdestmy

the trade unions and throw
‘workers in jail.

Dave Jones, a leader of the
Middlesborough to Newcastle

mareh, declared that the YS was'
not marchmg to “protest’’ unem-
ployment: ‘“What we are doing is
preparing a new leadership for
the working class which will -

“drive out the Tories as well as the
~Labour traitors,” he said.

By fighting for the rlght tﬂ:,
work, the British YS is de-
fending not only the youth but the
entire working class, and strug-
gling to mobilize the trade tnions
to force the Tories to resign; re- -
placing them with a Labour
government pledged to sociahst
policies. ‘

Support for the mardiers was

~ shown in the warm receptions or-

ganized by workers in the towns

through which the marchers o

passed, in contributions to the
march fund, and in large salesof

. the Workers Press, daily news-

paper of the Socilist Labour "




. CPfor his trip to Moscow. But where does the CP stand on the
" role of Woodeock and UAW Secretary-Treasurer Emil Mazey -
i their sellout of the GMAD workers at Lordstown, Norwood,

. '8t. Louis, Baltlmore and the. other plan’cs‘7 ‘They have not a

lletm

_ weeldy.organ of the workers league
Stahmsm vs. Trotskyism —

(Conhnued From Page 1)

e Massive unemployment and layoffs as more and more
plants are shut down and the capitalists intensify their interna-
tional trade war in order to maintain profits. -

" » Pushing down of the Pay Board guidelines to below three

percent as prices of food and other ncessities contmue to sky-

rocket, -
°A drive by the employers for speed-up and sweatshop condi
 tions.
e The introduction of new laws for compulsory arbitration,
right to work, and the encouragement of strike breaking by the
government and courts, all aimed at destroymg the unions.
‘The Workers League is the only force in the labor movement
with a program to defend the workers against these attacks
through the demand for a Congress of Labor composed of all -
unions of the nearly 20 million strong labor movement for the
purpose of establishing a labor party. -
, On the other side; the Stalinist Communist Party is flghtmg

~tooth and nail to keep the trade unions and the working class
tied to the Democratic Party and at the mercy of the attacks of
‘the capitalists. They are therefore the biggest supporters of
the labor bureaucrats who are the agents of the bosses and who
refuse to break with the two partles of the capitahsts in parti-
cular with the Democrats. :

The Communist Party stands 100 ‘percent behind the elec-
~ tion of McGovern. Not since the days of Roosevelt and the
- super-patriotic frenzy of the Stalinists, have they come out so
-openly and brazenly for-a capitalist Democratic Party presi-
dential candidate. The CP’s own presidential campaign is a
fraud designed to boost McGaovern.

“Thus, CP presidential candidate Gus Hall boasts in the
September 23 Daily World:; ““We won people away from Nixon.

- We actually won more votes for McGovern than Shriver did

.. .electing McGovern...is not a goal in itself, but should come
~.as-a by-product of struggle~a by-product of raising the con-
SCIOIISHESS understandmg and level of orgamzatlon of the

aople.”

el‘hg CP is quite w1llmg to whltewash the’ role of all those :
conservative labor bureaucrats such as Beirne of the Com-
munications Workers of America, Jenmngs of the Interna-

tional Union of Electrical Workers, as long as these men stand -

-~ behind McGovern. Above all, they have nothing but kind words -
- for “‘progressive’”’ UAW President Leonard Woodcock; one of -
 the foremost supporters of McGovern. He is applauded by the

“word to say.
‘At the recent Steelworkers conventxon, ,the Stallmsts made ,
f,clear that the fight for. McGovern took precedence over all
- other issues. They were in full support and in collaboration
with the leaders of many large locals who argued for
~ McGovern on the ground that McGovern was a Democrat.
These people argued that, m the words of one delegate, “the .
- Democrats made this union,” :
‘No amount of demagogic denunciation of Meany and Abel

" can hide the fact that the Stalinists are the number one ‘left”
- supporters of the labor bureaucracy. They seek to bring mili-

" tant workers into rank and file caucuses in unions such as the

" auto and steel and refuse to lead a flght by these caucuses
against the International leadership. As the steelworkers today
face massive layoffs and speed-up, it must be pointed out that

‘the Stalinists did not lift a finger to fight Abel over the August

1871 steel contract which allowed the mtroductlon of Pro-

- ductivity Committees. .

These are the counterrevolutlonary pol1c1es of world

Stalinism which ‘begins and ends with the needs of the privi-

“Jjedged Soviet bureaucracy headed by Brezhnev and Kosygm
not with ‘the interests of the working class.

: Since 1924 ander the banner of ‘‘Socialism in One Country,”v
- the bureaucracy, which Stalin represented, transformed the
Communist Parties of the world from instruments of world

»revolutlon ‘into pressure groups for “‘peaceful coexistence.”

- 'The “Peoples Front,”” the alliance of the working class with

o hberal capitalism, ‘'was the expression: of “peaceful coexis-
~tence” with imperialism in the 1930s. Today, it is the “anti-

s ';monopoly coalition’”” and the campaign for McGovern.

1t is only the Workers League which today carries forward

- leadership in the unjons against the Stalinists who attempt to -
hold the working class within capitalism. For the Trotskyists,
the fight for the labor party is the fight to establish the powerj
of the working class and construet a socialist society.
hese are the life and death questions which must be
discussed and brought into the Chicago Conference of Trade‘
io ‘sts for a Labor Party Now. O : \ ‘

| “thé fight for the labor party in order to construct a-Marxist . -

"We want a labor party now!”

~ Whatwethink
New Light On Stalinist Crimes:

The American Communist Party’s
attempt today:-to line up support for
George McGovern and the Demo-
cratic Party has one purpose and one
purpose. only and that is to ;prevent

. the development of a labor party and
. -a conscious, Marxist leadershlp in -

the trade unions.
. This takes place at a time when the

‘Very -existence of the ‘working

class—their jobs, wages and the un~
ions~requires the building of a labor

-party and an alternative leaderslup in
~-the trade unions. :

‘The CP’s enthusiastic support for

. thls capitalist politician, unequalled.

since the CP’s campaign for Roose-

ovelt in the 1930’5, is ‘combined with

vicious .attacks on Trotskyism.

~ the Nazi and Japanese imperialists -
‘on a “program of wrecking activity

Workers League’s fight for a labor
party, was the author of the pamphlet
entitled ‘“The Trotskyite Fifth Col-
umn in the Labor Movement.”

“In this pamphlet, which is by far
the most vicious piece from Stalin’s

school of falsification, Morris wrote -

that “‘Trotskyites” conspired with

and assassination of Soviet leaders”
and that “Trotsky personally nego-
tiated with Hitler’s Number 2 deputy,
Rudolph Hess. . .and arranged to
have the wrecking .activities fully

integrated with- German plans.”

The movement of the working class

“internationally mow' threatens the

Stalinists’ * *peaceful coexistence”’
with. capitalism and with it the
prmleges of the Soviet bureaueracy

.- It is the Trofskyist movement, the
International Committee of the
- Fourth International and the Workers:

) League,

which - provides the revo-

It was in fact the Stalinists who
were in alliance with the capitalists,
The Communist Parties in every

country tried to tie the working class

“to the capitalist class" through the-

Peoples’ Front to prevent the

- struggle for power.

lutionary alternative to the betrayals -

of Stalinism. -
That is why it is so important for
the Stalinists to hegin their attacks

now. Today ‘the Stalinist - theore- -
ticians in every. country are’ churmng :

“out attacks on Trotskyism in-their
‘desperate attempt to maintain capi--
= talism -and: prevent the- mdependent i
‘political “struggle  of . the - working
-class.

To do this-the Stahmsts are

Trotskyist: movement. In Peru, the
Communist Party paper prints a pic-
ture of the newspaper of the Peruvian

_reviving from the 1930s. all the dis- .
_credited " slanders against the

‘Trotskyists with the caption that it is -

backed by the CIA. The Soviet

: bureaucracy seeks to paint the grow:

ing opposition within the Soviet Union

-as agents of the CIA. Such attacks are

regularly printed in the pages of the
American CP’s Daily World. A-few
weeks ago the Daily World ran a car-
toon in which the “Ultra-left’’ (Trot-
skyism} is: assocnated with Joseph
MeCarthy.

The American Cominunist Party
has had a long - history of - abject
subservience to Stalin and his suc-
‘cessors in the Soviet Union. Here in’

the belly of world eapltahsm Stalin-

"-ism plays a key role in the dirty work
‘of_the Stalinist bureaucracy.

During World War Two the adula—

" tion of Roosevelt -and. the patriotic

Hand in hand with this went the
actual liquidation of, the left-wing
opponents of the bureaucracy within

“the ‘Soviet Union through the in-

famous Moscow Trials in which
Lenin’s entire Jleadership of the
Bolshevik Party was framed up, tor-
tured to confess and murdered. Thou-
‘sands of communists were executed
or died in labor camps. -

The ‘Stalinist secret police devoted

‘its energies to” terror directed not

against the capitalists but against its
opposition within the working class.
Nothing was beyond the Stalinists.
Morris in his pamphlet wrote ap-
provingly. that ‘““In Juue, 1944, the
Buffale CIQ council passed a resolu-
tion calling for an FBI probe of

Trotskyite ~activities in that impor-

tant arms center followmg ‘several
wildeat strikes,”

In the plants, the CP pushed the no-
strike - pledge and sponsored. a
plec'ework system in the UAW which
the union had fought to destroy. In
1943; the Michigan State Convention -

of the CP voted to send a letter to

~none other than J. Edgar Hoover

§

fervor was coupled with a frenzied -

..campaign of lies and slanders against
'Trotskylsm George Morris, the ma-
.:jor-labor writer for the: Daily World

and thé most vociferous against the

demanding that the FBI discover and

- expose the:sponsors of leaflets distri-

buted ‘in war plants in Detroit at-
{acking the Stalinists’ pxecework
system.

As an appemhx to_his. pamphlet
Morris reprints an- article by the

 assistant to the reactionary head of

the Teamsters, Daniel J. Tobin, who
far- outdid George. ‘Meany in anti-
‘communism. It stated: ““Trotskyites
cannot. be good union men because
they do not believe in the principles
~of unionism-nor do they believe in the

American form of govemment orthe -
" American - flag. ..

.Fortunately,
Trotsky is now dead. Unferfunately, . .
teo: mamylof his followers are not.”.

It has recently come to light that
the leadership of the American Com-
munist Party not only supported the
conviction of the 18 members of the

* Socialist Workers Party and the

Minneapolis Teamsters Local 544 in
1941 under the Smith Act but that the
American CP played a critical role
for .the government in this convic’
tion. Philip Jaffe, a writer and close
friend of Earl Browder, then the head
of the CP, reports in an article in the
spring, 1972 edition of Survéy that the
CP “‘prepared for the Department of
Justice arr. important collection of
documents go help prove the guilt of
the Socialist Workers Party.”

These documents ineluded
pamphlets of the Fourth Interna-
tional on the war, internal bulletins of
the Trotskyist movement and a decu-
ment entitled “The Fifth Colimn of
the Trotskyites in the United States”
written by the CP. This concluded
with the demand that J. Edgar
Hoover destroy the Trotskyists, who
were described as a “strnng faseist
weapon in America.”’

It should be clear that the Com-
munist Party will stop at nothing to
serve the needs of the bureaucracy in
the Soviet Union and preserve its
alliances with American capitalism.
This requires the subordination of the
indepent. * political struggle of the

-working class against capitalism,
~-an acceptance of mass unemploy-
ment, wage slashes, and anti-union

laws and dxctatorshlp :
Above’ all, the Stalinists seek to

*prevent the development of a.con- .
“scious leadership in the trade unions.

This .is why their revival of the
slanders against Trotskyism is linked
to open attacks on dialectical mater-
ialism and the defense of prag-
matism. In order for the American
working class to develop conscious-
ness it is necessary to break with the
thinking of the Henry Fords.

This' understanding will only. be
developed through the most bitter
struggle against Stalinism within the
labor movement. It is not just a ques-
- tion of what the Communist Party did
in ‘the 1930s. The lessons of . this
struggle ‘must be burned into the.
consciousness of every worker today. .

We say there will be no return to
the conditions of the 1930s—to the -
bloody defeats suffered at the hands
of the Stalinists. A new leadership; a
Trotskylst leadership, must be huilt
in the unions against the trade union
bureaucracy -and its supporters the
American Communist Party. ..~ .~

This will be the central question '
taken up at the Workers League
Conference for a Labor Party Now on '
Octoher 2122, :
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‘THE PERUVIAN
REVOLUTIONARY

- WORKERS PARTY

AND THE
INTERNATIONAL

PART 1

The Fourth International,
the International

Committee and Centrism -

The break with the VR! and
the founding of the P()I\:‘I'R2
_ did not represent a break with
.centrism but were basically 2
manifestation of the same
centrism: they were an empiri-
cal response to the political
bankruptcy of a centrist party
at the moment when there was
a radical turn in the spon-
taneous development of events.

The documents produced in
the internal struggle in VR
and the documents worked
out by the POMR reflect gagth-
fully the extent of the empirical
and consequently opportunist
nature of the split and the
extent to which our ‘turn to
Trotskyism' was but an act of
desperation in the segrciz for
a ‘theory of justification’ for
our own spontaneity. The
faithfulness and adhesion to
Marxism, expressed in suc-
cessive documents of the
POMR in this way, only had a
formal character.

By ‘understanding’ theory as
a  model - ordering empirical
facts through which these can
be explained, dialectical
materialism was totally denied
and there was complete ad-
herence to primitive forms of
empiricism.

In this way, we re;gea.ted
old contemplative materialism
which Marx criticized so much
and which, logically, led to the

.ignoring of ‘revolutionary
activity, of critical-practical
activity’.

Theory, in.this way pmptied
of its transforming‘ac;txv;ty, of
jts revolutionary content, was
thus relegated to the field of
metaphysical speculation, to

mere intellectual - dilettantism.

Theory, elevated to the celestial
spheres, was set free from its
material  connections  and
acquired its own independent
dynamic in which ‘facts’ were
atomized in ‘abstract determin-
ation”. The divorce between
theory and practice was con-
summated. .

" The dualist conception of
the world which underlies all
empiricist  conceptions has
always led to complete capitu-
lation to ‘objective reality’,
which means that conscious
activity is useless, The pessi-
mists forecast inevitable social
disasters and the optimists
assert the existence of ‘objec-
tive processes’ which lead to
the ‘universal panacea’ or to
the ‘International Republic of
Workers' Councils’? -both con-
clude always by denying
revolutionary  activity and,
consequently, by  refusing to
_construct revolutionary leader-

ship. . .
Only by :breaking with
dialectical m4terialism could
Stalin *adapt’ ito the isolation
of the October Revolution and
waork out his ftheory’ of social-
ism: in a single country and,
similarly, the Pabloites could

capitulate  to the apparent

pOSt-WaI‘ me
"All conceptions of spon-

taneity have implicit in them

not

the rejection of Marxist method
and adherence to empiricism
or pragmatism. However, such
a concession to empiricism has
always been denied by its own
authors, who have always

declared themselves to be the .

most serious defenders
Marxist theory.

All this is possible precisely
because . they are empiricists,
because for them theory is
totally separated from practice
and because their adherence to
Marxism is a formal adherence
from which they are unable to
extract the necessary con-
clusions.

Having reached this point, it
is  necessary to understand
clearly that the POMR may
very well have declared its
faithfulness to Marxism, but
this is an attitude with only a
formal content and conse-
quently everyday it capitulates
to the -basest forms of
empiricism, .

The fetishist worship ‘of
programme was only the in-
evitable complement of the
rejection of Marxism and the
dissolution of the party into
centrism. By . describing the
crisis of VR as a ‘programmatic
crisis' and by giving it con-
sequently a - ‘programmatic
solution’, the fact that pro-
gramme presupposes a theory
and a method is completely
left on one side. It was possi-
ble to say then that VR,
because of its ‘class-pature’,
could not work out a revolu-
tionary programme-—this is a
conception which presupposes
a2 base capitulation to spon-
taneity since it implies that
revolutionary programme is

of

born spontaneously in the
proletariat, :

In this way, one of the
central aspects . of Marxist

theory was denied: that class-
consciousness does not arise
spontaneously from the prole-
tariat but is introduced into
it from outside.

It was not because of the
VR’s ‘class-nature’ that it
could not formulate a revolu-
tionary programme; in fact,
Marxism did not arise from
the proletariat since the spon-
taneous development of the
working class only leads to
what Lenin called ‘trade-
unionist consciousness’, or the
politics and - ideology of the
bourgeoisie in the working
class, One has only to read the
classics to see that. For
example, Lenin affirmed in
“What is to be Done?”:

‘The doctrine of socialism
has arisen from philosophical,
historical and  economic
theories elaborated by educated
representatives. of the proper-
tied classes, by intellectuals.
Marx and  Engels belonged
because of their social position
to the bourgeois intelligentsia.'

Trotsky, in response to
Stalin, declared: ‘Marx and
Engels come from the ranks
of the petty-bourgeois demo-
crats and were, as is natural,.
educated in their culture and
in the culture of the
proletariat . . . their theory

was formed on the scientific

 development

and political basis of bour-
geois culture, although they:
declared on the latter a war-
with no quarter given. Under
the sharp blows of the con-
tradictions of capitalism, the
idea of generalizing bourgeois

democracy s . raised—in its
most honest and worthwhile
representatives—to the point
of genial self-regeneration, and
for that end it was the whole
critical arsenal pr;.pared by the
o
science. Such is the origin o
Marxism.’ .

VR could not formulate a
revolutionary programme and
develop revolutionary policy
because its position was ‘com-
pletely  outside - Marxism,
because it bhad broken with
dialectical materialism.  The
POMR was not formed on the
basis of the Marxist under-
standing of the methodological
bases of its centrism, so there
was no guarantee that the
‘turn’ to  Trotskyism’ was not
precisely an opportunist mani-

festation of that same centrism.
which it declared it was break. -

ing with, o

Today there exists fnore than

sufficient evidence to affirm

that, in effect, the POMR con--

tinues to be a centrist organ-
ization. Consequently the only
positive ‘solution to the pre-

sent crisis of the party has its
“roots  in - the deepening and

extension of the . 'discussion

until the methodological roots:
-of its centrism are understood,

bourgeois

Only an implacable struggle
for  the understanding. of
Marxist . method, - for - the
defence ' and development of
dialectical materialism, will be
ablg to guarantee the future of
the POMR as the embryo of
the revolutionary party in
Peru. )

The POMR was founded as
an empirical. reaction to the
crisis of the VR. During the
whole of its existence its -policy -
has reproduced the typical
traits of centrism—the rejection
of theory, expressed in the
formal acceptance of theory,

The break with the VR did
not take place on the granife
base of the understanding of
dialectical materialism, so the
future of the POMR was in-
evitably in question. Thus, the
‘rejection of Marxism  would

. imply sooner or later the im-
- possibility of fighting for revo-

lutionary ~ leadership -z ad
capitalation to the traditional
leaderships in the workers’
movement, to Stalinism and
petty- bourgeois nationalism. -
“Today, it is necessary to
understand that such & capitu.
fation was implicit in - the
origins of the POMR and that,
consequently, it is necessary
10 go to the roots in the under-
standing of the methodological
‘bases which engendered it. -
 The internal struggle has

laid the basis for our total
‘given  rise to a. Mlnist

_xevolutionary party onl
" séction of the F '

placably to - give a  positive
solution - to' ‘the crisis in the

R

tendency which struggles im-"

POMR. We must repeat with -

all seriousness: it is g
‘to break completely wi:{

centrism, it is necessary to

undertake a ruthless fight for =

dislectical materiaism, This is =~

the only gunarantee for ‘the
construction - of independent
revolutionary parties, and it is
the fundamental weapon in the
struggle . for
leadership. [

In moments in which the
joint crisis of imperialism and

the bureaucracy sharpens, and. .

bigger - and bigger sectors

revolutionary

enter the struggle on a world -
scale, it is necessary to under- -

take the  biggest offensive
against all manifestations  of
bourgeois  ideology  in a-

struggle which defends and
develops all' the gains of
Marxist theory. Without carry-

ing forward this struggle, the

future will . be  marked - by

defeats of the proletariat which -

will be even more terrible

than those of the 1930s, =
Hostile to all international
pe
condenmined to being converted
into the Jeft wing of pefty- .
bourgeois nationalism. - The
POMR  will - be Dbuilt. as . a

S

of

ectives,  the POMR is:
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v problem of ‘relations of inter- mational
- -pationalist - brotherhood’, - 'in: .2 ]

: ,tt;is ‘,vga;yi‘c}cnying. all questions
" Without ever discussing in'a Committee
‘principled. way the  problem
~of “the International, ‘the japorators founded the Fourth
leadership has established re- International in- 1938, the in-
Jations with parties; like the
PSI; agg't,i"h@t%a 05;::;3 :::i ‘was experiencing aIgreat p;ﬁiod
Suppor e ..m " of reacti the FI arises from
“America = - India’ - (‘Indian of reaction (the Tl af
- America’) which; in its name
~alone,  reflects . the  most International, and then the
reactionary - positions - of “the - petrayal of the Third Inter-
‘nationalist ~petty - bourgeoisie national had conditioned the
the - narrowest national ‘chau- '
vinism and racialism). - -
“Behind the phrase ‘relations

f internationalist brotherhood"

: into - . a

The: betrayal of the Second

- workers’  movement, and
. fascism was advancing victori-
~‘ously - through = Europe, In

~is hidden - the crudest prag- such conditions, the objective -

‘matism - and negation - of “the-
: the - world
the . proletarian -

‘course of ‘events: determined
that the FI was. reduced in .its

o o basically ‘extracted from .the
sition of the party  petty-bourgeois . intelli
p on the International and workers linked to intellect-
one of the most spectac- - yals,  but -without ‘ever
ons of its total stituting powerful mass move
Marxism. * It iS "ments. . . oo
o struggle against' . There did not exist any con-
nceptions which can  ception of ‘adapting ‘to this,

ecessary
all such.
ation. of

" of the International -as a  the dissolution of the Inter-

~centrist
" When Trotsky and his col-
ternational ‘workers’ movement

“movement - in -general . is in

the most terrible defeats: . .).

defeat’ " of - the international

to nuclei of militants be

intelligentsia

o nothing othér than the - but the compasition of the FI.
the ‘paity and was determined by the objec- -

-tive . situation. ~and by . its
‘historic “task in that period."
. The struggle for the. construc-
" ...tiom of independent revolution-
- ary -parties. .in “each  country
. took -place "then” in . totally '
“adverse ,
the tide of history’; as Trotsky

conditions, = ‘against

described- it himself. . ..
‘When - ‘the revolutionary

decline,  ‘when". -one . defeat

“follows another, when: fascism

is - spreading -throughout . the
world, when official “Marxism”

“is the most. powerful organiz:

ation - for . deceiving - workers
etc., -it” is jnevitable -in - that
situation that-the revolution-

_ary elements . will * have to
1 struggle . against - the general
-tide ~ of * history = even if our
“ideas "and explanations -are. as-
‘exact. and intelligent as could
expected.’:  (Trotsky— .

the Tide'.,"

crisis of -fhe bureauéracy. Th

ositive “solution. within the

- Czechoslovakia,

the: “international
movement has entered
- eriod of development
_as a result-of the deéepening o
“‘the “imperialist crisis and

present’ framework. The only

solution which' “will .open a
new ‘epoch .of  progress -for

“humanity liés with the Inter-.
-national  Socialist - Revolution.
“The development of  the ‘class

struggle - internationally. from
1968, with the French General:
Strike and  the. revolution in’
make the’
urgent and: predominant task

_the problem of ‘the revolution-
.ary leadership necessary for
the taking of power. ; ‘
" Only. the Kl can.resolve the -
' revolutionary -

problem  of
leadership - and in- fact the

International Committee - {(IC)

of the FI.is the ‘only tendency
which - subordinates - . all’
questions - of - tactics  to the

problem -of alternative leader-.

ship” in” the workers” move~
ment. . o0 - —
Contrary .to ‘what happened

_in the period in which Trotsky
and “his-collaborators founded

the FI, there now: exist favour-

- able’conditions for its building.
- The period which has opened’
- up is that in which Trotskyist
CLISIS oL h cracy. 1he: - parties, sections of the FI, are
joint crisis of imperialism and

.the bureaucracy has: only one

called upon to take the leader-~

' ship of the workers’ movement-

on an international scale.. That

is the conclusion of the Marx-
ist analysis - of the . present

period; to consider that we are

in -a. period  of ‘imminent
revolution’ or in an ‘objective
process’- . which,
different stages, methods and
ways,.- leads . to the world
revolution, has no other mean-
ing than to deny the struggle
for  the revolutionary party
and: to capitulate to prag-
-matism, to the ‘facts’ to
‘objective reality’.

Our epoch, as defined in the
Programme. of the FI, has two
alternatives: - socialist revolu-
tion or barbarism, there exists

no ‘objective process’ towards -

socialism, the central problem
is the problem of revolutionary
leadership which only the FI
can resolve, :

- The struggle waged by the
IC of the FI has been basically
the struggle for the -defence
and the development of Marx-

ism, ‘the only basis on which it -

is possible’ to talk.seriously of

the struggle for revolutionary -
leadership. The struggle against
- all- attempts to revise Marxism
_has been the permanent basis =
for -the building of revolution-

ary parties.

Left, France in-May-June 1968. Center; Soviet

through

' The revisionist tendencies
reflect

within  revolutionary
movements the positions of
enemy classes, pressures which
are - permanent and which
imply necessarily the building
of the revolutionary tendencies
in struggle against them. Only
by~ struggling  against all
opportunist tendencies can the
Bolshevik party be built as a
revolutionary party.

The Pabloite leadership of
the FI capitulated to the
pressures of imperialism, and
by doing so broke of necessity
with Marxism. The struggle
against Pablo began as a rejec-
tion of -his positions in rela-
tion to the Soviet bureaucracy
and entrism sui generis which
led to the refusal to build
independent - parties of a Bol-
shevik type. - :

Pablo's = - revisionism = was
aimed at the very essence of
the FIy = oo -

“The conscious struggle for
alternative leadership based on
revolutionary theory.” o
- However, . the  capitulation °
of Pablo to the Stalinist :

bureaucracy supposed.a break

with the Margist method, and
with . dialectical ‘materialism.

tanks rollinto Czehosn\mkia in 1968 against workers. Right, Leon Trotsky-

The IC could only struggle not
only against = this or - that
position of Pablo, but from an
understanding of the methodo- -

logical bases of Pabloite re-

visionism, It is for this reason
that the struggle of the IC has:
_been basically the struggle for

the development of Marxism
and the defence of all the gains
of Marxist theory, ,
What defines a party as
revolutionary is only its
development of Marxism. A
party cannot be defined as

‘revolutionary” because of its'’

‘social composition’, because
of its links with the working
class or because of the actual
leadership of the working class
it might have.’

A quotation from Trotsky
shows this: N :

‘He who is swimming against

‘‘the tide is not connected with

the masses. Also, the . social

‘composition’ of every revolu-

tionary ~ movement. at the
beginning is not working class.
They are  intelléctuals, semi-
intellectuals or workers con-
nected with intellectuals who

are not' satisfied - with the

‘existing organization. You will

find in each country a great

number of foreigners who do

" not. enter the workers’ move-

ment  in each country very
easily. ‘A worker in. America
or in. Mexico will become a
member of the FI with much
less difficulty. A new Tadical

+ tendency directed - against the

general current of history in
this period “is crystallized
around elements more or. Jess
separated from the national

~life of any country and for

them it is difficult to penetrate
into the masses.”

To. accept a guantitative

criterion to describe a party

means a fundamental . break
with Marxism and a capitula-
tion to empiricism; the Pab-
loite crisis was but the struggle

between the proletarian
Marxist = tendency and  the’
petty - bourgeois, empiricist

tendency within the Trotskyist
movement. Because of the
extent -which the IC of the FI
took up the defence of Marx-
ism, we cannot affirm that the
FI was liguidated. The-IC of
the FI represents the historical
continuity ~ of Marxism, of
PBolshevism: " .~ -~ =

‘But the 'sceptics will not
keep quiet. ~But -bhas  the

Battom right, Hungarian workers stand over statue of Stalin ihaf?hey pulled down during 1956 Revolution.

“moment come to_proclaim it?

The FI, we -reply, does not

need to be proclaimed. IT

EXISTS AND IS STRUGGL-
ING. Is it weak? Yes. Its ranks
are still rather thin, because:it
is still young. Up to now, it

‘is made up above all of leading

cadres. ; ‘
‘But these cadres are th

-only hope of the revolutionary

future; they are the only ones
really worthy of this name. If

- our. International is still num-
_hered to the IC, returned to

erically weak, it is strong inits

_doctrine, in its -tradition and.

the unrivalled temper of its
leading ' cadres. If that is not
seen today, that is not of the

greatest importance, it will be:

more in evidence tomorrow.’

The struggle of the IC began
against ~the impositions of
Pablo and his group of the

~‘new character of the Stalinist

bureaucracy’. and entrism sui
generis etc,, all.  positions
which were attacks on the very
essence of the FI. It was the
majority of the French sec-

tically by the Pabloite majority
of the Ioternational.

o

Howevér, the opposition to
the positions of Pablo in. 1953 -
was not-a sufficient condition

‘to guarantee ‘the struggle: for

the building of independent

revolutionary parties. The IC
could only be constituted in

struggle against Pabloite capi-

tulation and the extemsion of

this to the
understanding of Pabloism and
of the significance of its break
with Marxist method.

The SWP® which: had “ad-

Pabloism as the crisis of im-
perialism and the bureaucracy
got worse. Cannon and  the

'SWP leaders. reacted empiri-
cally to the capitulation of’
. Pabloism and its bureaucratic

manipulations, but were in-
capable of understanding the
theoretical  roots of revision-
ism- o e o e i i gt g e 1

“By\leavigfg on one side the
warnings -of

methodological.

Trotsky on  the .

need to fight pragmatism, the

. By .abandoning Marxism and -

- capitulating to American’ prag-

matism, the SWP could adapt

. SWP prepared its cadres for :
. the future capitulation: - ,

-itself easily to Pabloism, by
. assuming a narrow natiopalist
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S e SRR BRSSP i ; Left, France in May-June 1968, Center;
. of the International as a the dissolution of the Inter- ' ‘

-problem of ‘relations of inter- ' national  into  a - centrist
~ nationmalist:. -brotherhood’, ‘in: amalgam.- -~ - 0oL i

- tive . situation  and. by ' its ~present framework. The only - is the conclusi Marx-
‘hTigtoric, talskf,in ﬂt]hat : ,pe;:iod. " solution ,v}vlhichf, will. openfi st :na?ys‘i?ﬁg? %i:#epresm; ;
tionalist. - br 00d’, © i St The struggle: for the construc-  new  epoch .of |, progress for = period: i :
 this way denying all questions The International =~ tion of independent revolution. humanity lies with the Inter- bxr o’ ;"e,‘;gﬁs‘dg that we are
of ‘p_nnciple. R e C Ommitt’ee Lo ary. parties. in-each ' country .- national = Socialist  Revolution. . revolution’ or in. an ‘objective
- VWithout ever discussing in'a = -5 i -~ . took place ‘then in totally ~The development of the class process’ which through
- principled  way the problem - ‘When Trotsky and his col- adverse conditions, ‘against - struggle internationally from different stages methods and
~of the International, = the japorators founded the Fourth the tide of history’, as Trotsky 1968, with the French General' ways, leads to the world
~leadership has established re-. [nternational in 1938, the in- described it himself. " Strike and the revolution in' revolution, has no other mean-
lations - with parties like the ternational workers’ movement'  ‘When the revolutionary - Czechoslovakia, - make  the' ing than to deny the struggle
'POR and Politica Obrera and . was experiencing a great period . ‘movement in -general is in urgent and predominant task for the revolutionary party
~supports  the magazine ‘of reaction (‘the FI arises from decline, ~ when = one defeat the problem of the revolution- and' to capitulate fo prag-
. ;‘Amchca}u India’  (Indian -the most terrible defeats .. ). = follows another, when fascism ary leadership necessary for -matism, to the ‘facts’ to
- America’) which, in its name The betrayal of the Second is spreading = throughout the = the taking of power. ’ ‘obiecti;ie reality’.
~alone, reflects . the - most [nternational, and -then the world, when official “Marxism” = Only the Fl can resolve the Our epoch, as defined in the
. “reactionary ' positions of “the betrayal of the Third Inter- is the most powerful organiz- >roblem  of = revolutionary Programme of the FI, has two
. nationalist . petty - bourgeoisie - national -had conditioned the  ation for deceiving workers ' [eadership and .in fact the alternatives: socialist revolu-
. (the narrowest national chau-. defeat " of the international etc, it is inevitable in that International: Committee (IC) tion or barbarism, there exists
: m and rag:lahsm).‘ " workers’ movement, and situation that the revolution- - of the FI is the only tendency, no ‘objective proéess’ ‘towards
- Behind the phrase ‘relations fascism ‘was advancing victori- ary elements will have to which ~ subordinates  all' gocialism, the central problem
of myernauonahst.brotherhood - ‘ously - through = Europe. In. struggle -against . the general.. questions of - tactics to the  is the préble’m'of revolutionary
s v}_;;dden, the - cngdest prag-  such conditions, the objective -tide ‘of ~ history- even if our problem of alternative leader-. leadership which only the FI
matism and - negation “of ‘the course of events determined ideas and explanations -are as  ship in’the workers’ ‘move- can resolve ~ ‘
‘International as  the world - that the FI was reduced in its exact. and intelligent as could’ ment. =~ .~ . - The struégle waged by the
ty of the proletarian sections to nuclei of militants be  expected.’ °  (Trotsky— = Contrary to what happened IC of the FI has been basically
, B L basically extracted from the ‘Against the Tide'., . © . in the period in which Trotsky = the struggle for the defence
petty-bourgeois - intelligentsia ~ Today - the . international - and his collaborators founded and the development of Marx-
~'and workers linked tointellect-  workers’ movement has entered _the FI, there now exist favour-  jsm, the only basis on which it
‘uals, but without ever ---a new period of development . able conditions for its building. is p’ossib}e» to talk .seriously of
tal - stituting powerful mass move- - as a result of the deepening of * The period which has opened ‘the struggle for revolutionary
ments. -~ .- . . the imperialist crisis and the up is that in which Trotskyist leadership. The struggle against
aga "+~ There-did not exist any con- crisis' of the bureaucracy. The - parties, sections of the FI, are all attempts t6 revise
nceptions which can ception of .adapting to_ this, joint crisis of imperialism and ' called upon to take the leader- has been the permanent basis
e othing othér than the - but the composition of the FI the bureaucracy has only one  gship of the workers' movement- for the building of revolution-
liquidation. of the ‘party and ‘was determined by the objec- positive solution within the on an international scale. That ary parties. . .

was
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- ‘The revisionist tendencies
reflect within revolutionary
movements the positions of
enemy classes, pressures which
are permanent and which
imply necessarily the building
of the revolutionary tendencies
in struggle against them. Only
by struggling against all
opportunist tendencies can the
Bolshevik party be built as a
revolutionary party.

- The Pabloite leadership of
the  FI' capitulated to the
pressures of imperialism, and
by doing so broke of necessity
with- Marxism. The struggle
against Pablo began as a rejec-
tion of his positions in rela-
tion to the Soviet bureaucracy
and . entrism sui generis which
fed to the refusal to build

independent parties of a Bol-
shevik type. ‘ :
Pablo’s - revisionism - was

aimed at the very essence of
the FI: ’
- *The . conscious struggle for
alternative leadership based on -
revolutionary theory.” - '
“However, the capitulation -
of Pablo to  the - Stalinist !
bureaucracy supposed. a break
‘with the Marxist method, and

with - dislectical  materialism. -

OCTOBER 2,1972 -

"The IC could only struggle not
that

osition of Pablo, but from an 1 ;
D erets abl -easily. A ‘worker in. America

only -~ against this or

understanding of the methodo-

logical bases of Pabloite re-

visionism, It is for this reason

| 1 | : -
that the struggle of the IC has tendency directed against the

general current of history. in

been basically the struggle for

the development of Marxism:

and the defence of all the gains
of Marxist theory,

What defines a party as:
- revolutionary i

is. omly its
development of Marxism. A
party cannot be defined as

‘revolutionary’ because of its

‘social’ composition’, because
of its links with the working
class or because of the actual
leadership of the working class
it might have.’ :

A quotation from Trotsky
shows this: :

‘He who is swimming against

-‘the tide is not connected with

the masses. - Also, the.  social
composition of every revolu-
tionary movement - at the

beginning is not working: class.
“They  are intelléctuals, semi-

intellectuals or workers con-
pected - with - intellectuals who
are . not satisfied = with the
existing ‘organization. You will
find in- each ‘country a great

*tife of any

number of foreigners who do
not enter the workers’ maove-
ment. in each country very

or in Mexico will become a

member of the FI with much -

less difficulty. A new radical

this- period ~ is = crystallized
around elements more or less
separated from the national
country and. for
them it is difficult to penetrate
into the masses.’ ;

To accept a quantitative
criterion to describe a party
means a fundamental break
with Marxism and a capitula-
‘tion to empiricism; the Pab-
loite crisis was but the struggle

between the proletarian
Marxist . tendency and the
. petty - bourgeois, empiricist

tendency within the Trotskyist
movement, Because ~of the
extent which the IC of the FI

took up . the defence of Marx~
ism, we cannot affirm that the
Fl was liquidated. The IC of

the FI represents the historical
“continuity  of Marxism, = of
Bolshevism: - Bt

“But - the sceptics  will - not

keep quiet. But ‘has the

viet tanks roll into Czechoslovakia in 1968 against workers. Right, Leon Trotsky. Bottom right, Hungarian workers stand over statue of Stalin that they pulled down during 1956 Revolution.

moment come to proclaim it? =

The FI, we reply, does not-

need to be proclaimed.  IT

EXISTS AND IS STRUGGL-

ING. Is it weak? Yes: Its ranks

are still rather thin, because it
is still' young. Up to -now, it
is made up above all of leading
cadres. R .
‘But these cadres are the

-only hope of the revolutionary

future; they are the only ones
really ‘worthy of this name. If

- our. International is still num--

erically weak, it is strong in its
doctrine, in its -tradition ' and
the unrivalled temnper of it
leading cadres. If that is not
seen today, that is not of the

greatest importance, it will be-

more. in evidence tomorrow.

The struggle of the IC began
against the . impositions. of
Pablo and his group 'of the

- ‘new character of the Stalinist
bureaucracy’ and entrisnt’ Sui-
generis

ete,, all - positions
which were attacks on the very

essence of the FL It was the
majority - of ~the French sec-
tion which began the struggle

against  revisionism, for which
they were expelled bureaucra-
tically by the Pabloite majority
of the International.” - = .

‘the positions of Pablo in 1953

e

However, the op oRition 5

was not a- sufficient condition
to guarantee -the struggle: for
the. building of independent . =
revolutionary parties. The IC =
could only be constituted in -
struggle against Pabloite capi-
tulation. and the extension - of
this - to the methodological.
understanding of Pabloism and '
of the significance of its break
with Marxist method. ,
The SWP* which: had ad-
hered to the IC, returned to

Pabloism as the crisis of im- -

perialism and the bureaucracy
got worse. Cannon and  theé

_SWP leaders. reacted empiri~

cally to the  capitulation - of

. Pabloism and. its bureaucratic

1

‘warnings

manipulations, but . were in-
capable of understanding the
theoretical: roots of revision-
ism, i
VBy”Ieavigfg on one side the
«of Trotsky on the
need to fight pragmatism, the
SWP prepared its cadres for
the future capitulation. .
. By abandoning Marxism and
capitulating to American prag--
matism, the SWP could adapt

assuming a narrow nationalist =~ - -




-

_ himself, ‘consistent empiricism’,

“ with empiricism, had rejected

. ‘contemplating it”
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position and denying its inter--
national responsibilities. Faced
with the crisis of the bureau-
cracy in 1956 the SWP aband-
oned the programme of the
politica] revolution and the
struggle for the building of
revolutionary parties in East--
ern Europe, and, faced with
the . petty-bourgeois leader-
ships, it capitulated totally by
supporting  the
‘Algeria, Fidel Castro in Cuba
and the black movement in
W‘CBE‘USA' . R ‘.,{&y . ,r..v'&;. : o :

The assassination of Presi-

dent Kennedy provoked a re- -

action which rewvealed its total
capitulation: they sent their
‘condolences’  to - the. widow

and published a statement con- -

demning “terrorist methods’.
" The capitulation of the SWP

concluded with its participa- -

leaders of .

i

tion and.its unprincipled ‘re- -

unification’ with Pabloism in
the 1963 Reunification Con-
gress. The SWP leaders carried
through - -their . unprincipled
unification . with - Pabloism by

using the argument that the IC .
_ignored the ‘new facts® of the
world. situation, ‘*facts® which =

‘went as far as the natural
“evolution - of non-Marxist
forces  and non-proletarian

forces like Castro in Cuba and , §
Bent Bella in Algeria towards - [
Trotskyism. Thus, the inde-

pendent - revolutionary . party:
-‘was. not the central ‘task any
more - since there' existed an
‘objective. | process’ ' towards

Marxism - .and socialism—and
"Marxism® was distorted to be-.

come, in the words of Hansen

The sttnggle “against revi-
sionism - in  the Trotskyist
movement, = and - particularly
-the “struggle in
vealed 2 fundamental differ-

ence in method. The leaders &

of ‘the SWP had rejected
Marxism and had replaced it

the méthod which starts from
the point of view of the trans-

time to ‘interpreting it' or

ErnestMandel -

. What characterized Pablo-

ism has been its inability to
develop - dialectical - material-

. ism' against idealist methods of .

thought, in particular empiri-

—cism and pragmatism, Tt was .

by - breaking with - dialectical

- materialism that the Pabloites

prostrated ‘themselves before
imperialism and the bureau-

- cracy. The 19 years of struggle
<of “the IC show that in the
~ struggle against Pabloism there

cannot be a simple empirical
-rejection ' of its- positions or
“‘theories’. ‘An - equally empiri-
cal rejection can in ‘no. way

~constitute - the basis’ for - the

theoretical ~ development  of
Marxists, since such a- rejec-

" tion cannot be permanent and
will: be subordinated - to -the
~ever - changing

‘objective
reality’. That is the lesson -of

" the return of the SWP to
..Pablo " and - Mandel déspite

ixavi}ng ‘broken’ with them in
Without revolutionary
‘theory there can be no revolu-

- tionary practice, and r§olu-
.. tionary practice cannot be
- separated from . the construc-.’

" tion - of ‘revolutionary : leader-

- ship. The revolutionary capa-
- city of theory is realized in
. the’ conscious intervention in : ‘
- the class struggle to build in-  which is typical of idealism.-

- formation of the world and in |
. its -place they devoted -their

' SWP sent condolences to the widow of JFK (above
Dubcek (Czechoslovak leader during /Prague Spring”” i

dépendent . revolutionary - par-

Marxism - than the establish-
ment. of a dichotomy between

concession. to empiricism. in-

‘tion between the two. o
' 'What characterizes empiri-

ject of contemplation’ and not

only reality are the ‘facts’ anc.

the . development ' of - theory
‘acquires a speculative-dynamic

ties. Nothing is more alien to-

theory and - practice; - every

evitably establishes: a separa-

:cism - is = the  considering of
‘reality. ift. the form of an ‘ob-

as ‘senswtous human activity, as
‘practice; " not - as  something
subjective’. In this way, the "
~-ise. on ,
. that: *Marxist method cannot
be connived except as the in-

(‘Heénce the active side was

developed in an abstract  way,
in - opposition td materialism,
‘by idealism, which. naturally
does not know real ‘sensuous
activity as such.’)

" Pabloism * reproduces

the

an abundant collecting ot en.-

" pirical data - which  are then
‘integrated into a ‘model’ or a
rationalist - scheme to explain

them. For example, Mandel in
the Introduction to his ‘Treat-
Economy ... . " says

tegration - of ' dialectical

) after he was assassinat

method of thought of the’
_bourgeoisie which consists in

ed. Bottom, from left: Castro,

N 1968) and deposed Algerian nationalist Ben Bella.

rationalism ‘with the empirical

- collecting of facts.’

Such' a conception of the
dialectic places Mandel in the
ranks of the Kantian rational-
ists in the measure that it was
Kant himself who integrated
the French rationalism of Des-
cartes and the empiricism of
Bacon and Hume. Thus, what
is_implicit behind ‘Mandel’s
definition is a dualist concep-
tion of the world whick con-

siders that human thought can

only know scientifically - the

appearance of - things (the

phenomena) but not their

essence, with the essence con-

~ sequently being relegated .to

" talism and  the
“bureaucracy during the post-

metaphysical speculation. Dia-
lectical materialism has always
had to fight against all these
conceptions. :

The method advocated by
the empiricists, including the
Pabloites, which. consists in
‘the ‘collection of facts’ erects
an unsurmountable obstacle to
the correct understanding of
the  objective world, since
through this method one can
only reach what Marx called
the ‘imaginary concrete’- which
only leads to the atomization
of complete representation in
abstract thought. The scientifi-
cally exact method is precisely
that” in which ‘the concrete
appears in thought as the pro-.
.cess of synthesis, as-a result,.
not as . a starting point
although it may be the real
starting point and conse-
quently, the starting point of
perception and representation
as well', '

- Because of their rejection
of the dialectical method, the

. Pabloites and - Mandel- were

prostrate when faced with the
apparent stabilization of capi-
Stalinist

war boom. The theories: of
Pablo on the ‘imminent third
world war’ and the ‘new role
of the bureaucracy’ or the
theories of Mandel on neo-
capitalism and the third in-
dustrial revolution, the scienti-
fic  technological - revolution
and the new working class, as
with the theories now de-
veloped by the OCE on the
‘imminent revolution’' or the
‘objective process which leads
to. the universal republic of
workers’ councils’ have a com-
mon denominator—the capitu-

- -lation to the ‘facts’, to ‘objec-

tivity’, as theories are attempts
to justify or adapt to the spon-
taneous course of events. All
these presuppose a rejection of
Marxist method and a capitula-
tion to -empiricism.

Only by: breaking with
Marxism could the Pabloites
realize their series of betrayals
of the international workers’
movement and Mandel in par-
ticular became one of the
greatest present-day apologists
for capitalism.

He capitulated to Stalinism
in the Hungarian revolution of
1956 and ‘to the petty-bounr-
geois nationalists in  Algeria
and Cuba: he played an,egually
important role in the defeat
of the Belgian strike in 1961;
he ‘supported Dubcek in the
Czech uprising in. 1968, gave
a cover to the French Pablo-
ites who capitulated ‘criminally
to ‘student power’ in 1968
not to mention the liquidation
of the Latin American sections
of the Unified Secretariat into
OLAS and the Castroite move-

. ment.

Only throu an under-
standing of the opportunist
tendencies’ profound rejection
of the Marxist method is it
possible to guarantee the
struggle for  revolutionary

| leadership in the continuity of

the FI. The experience of the
SWP has no other meaning
and constitutes a  basic stage
in the struggle of the IC of
the FI,

(CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)

! Revolutionary Vanguard, A
group formed from a split in the
eruvign Stalinist movement «in
1964. They based themselves on
the theories of the Peruvian
Socialist, José Carios Mariat ekut,
! POMR. "Revolutionary Marxist
Workers’ Party, A party formed
after a split in VR. The leader-
ship - rgrougg Ricardo Natpu}:;r
supports sition. 2
OCI (see 1"0(1”&:)1;:J 4). il ‘
¥ SWP. The Socialist Workers'
Party of the Untited States,
American section connected with
the FI until its reunification with
the Pabloites in 1963, It was in
the SWP in the early stages of
the FI that Trotsky waged the

most - impo; 8] le for
of - Burnham and

the pragmatism
§kmhmin19 A c
Internationgliste of France.
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The ~»
Inheritance

“Today is born out of yes-

terday; and there is no birth.
without pain.”’ So begins The,
Inheritance, a documentary’

film, edited by Lawrence Silk

and made in 1964 by the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of
America (ACWA) to com-
memorate the fiftieth anni-
versary of the union’s founding.

"The film graphically records the
birth, not just of the ACWA, as im-
portant as that development was in
the break from the old craft unionism
of the AFL and the development of the
powerful industrial unions which
formed the CIO, but of the organized
American working class itself and its
continuous struggle throughout that
tumultuous half century.

The film begins in Ellis Island, the de-
barkation point for the millions of im-
migrants, seeking the opportunity for a
better life in a new country, who were
brought to America to produce through
their toil the wealth of mushrooming capi-
talism. Through the scanning of still

. photographs of the arrival of immigrants
at the turn of the century coupled with
voices portraying their thoughts and con-
versations, a technique used throughout
the film, the film captures the excitement
and expectations of the landing in
-America.

A man gazing for the first time at his
newly chosen home from the deck of a
ship, which resembled the slave ships of
past centuries because it is so crowded
with human beings, thinks to himself: “‘In
the old country I worked like an animal, I
was marked as an amimal before I was

ever a man. I swear that my children will

not have to live like that.”

The contradiction between the hopes
and dreams of these immigrants and the
demands of the system which sought their
labor is brought rapidly and sharply into
focus. Those workers and peasants from
every corner of Europe who came looking
for “streets paved with gold and houses
made of marble,” are processed through
an asseémbly line of immigration bureau-
crats, one who tells another: “We’ve got
5000 today so you’ve got two minutes each
to ask 32 questions and watch for
T.B.—we’re getting a lot of it lately.”

CHILD LABOR

The film includes footage of young child
laborers, such as of the two million who
did exhausting and dangerous work in the
mills and mines from daybreak to sunset
while six million of their parents’ genera-
tion were unemployed.

&Vhy? The voice of an entrepreneur
which accompanies the segment explained
forthrightly: “Why hire a man for a buck
when you can get a kid for a dime.”” This
segment is followed by a still of another
capitalist and his young son out for a
horseback ride in Central Park with the
father stating: “I was telling my youth
that it was the height of vulgarity to dis-
cuss money.”

In the still of the immigrant tenements,
the camera zooms in on the face of a
young girl sharing four rooms with 16
others wondering to herself, “If I ever get
a boyfriend where are we going to hold
hands?” This still is followed by another
of a mother and daughter dressed in white

lace and silk entering their carriage thh ,

the aid of a doorman.

It was out of these contradlctmns that
the beginnings of the struggle for the in:
dustrial unions, with which the major part

of -the film deals, developed. I{ was a

situation in which the xmxmgrant worker
toiled 12 hours a day, six days a week | in’

the 'mines, ‘in" the mills' and factories, .

earning on the-average $400 a year, while
the government itself estimated that a

family could live adequately on no less’
than $900 It was alsoa tlme when pmfzts .

had never been higher.

“Stubborn as a tree that pushes up

through the rock,” is the way the narrator

Top. chlld labor in a fextile plant. Above, cops Iaunch Memonal Day massacre during Little Steel Strikein 1937

describes the American working class as
it entered into tremendous class battles to
win the right to a union and through it, a

“decent life. This description, as the film

demonstrates through strike after sirike,
is very apt in terms of the deep strength
and fighting capacity through walkouts,
lockouts, and sit-down strikes.

However there was. nothing. gradual
about their fight. The explosive character
of the walkouts in the cotton ‘mills and
garment sweat shops is portrayed by still
photos of thousands of workers marching
to mass rallies and carrying picket signs

written in a dozen languages. In the back-

ground are the excited voices of three of
the workers: “Did you hear, three more
shops have walked out...There are 25,000
of us out now...40,000, 40,000 workers have
joined the strike, they've got to give in
now.” )

The film starkly reveals the resistance
which workers in this country faced at

-every turn. ‘A spokesman for the mine-

owners in 1912 sonorously intones, ‘“The
interests of the laborer will not be pro-
tected by the labor agitators but rather by
those enlightened men to whom God, in his

infinite wisdom: has entrusted the com -

trol of property.” The film cuts to scenes
of these enlightened men defending their
control of this property: police mounted
on horseback clubbing men and women to
the ground on plcket lines and workers’ de-
monstrations in & half a dozen different
cities.

BEAUTIFUL AMERICA

One of the most well done sections of the
film utilizes a 1930°s travel brochure en-
titled “See Beautiful America,” with a
cartoon of an ideal middle elass family of
tourists superimposed over picturesque
photos of various sections of the country.
With the Woody Gutherie: song, ‘“This
Land is Your Land,” as an ironical

. musical background, the camera shoots -

through this idylic caricature to films of
the reality of virtual civil war which raged
in industry after industry throughuut the
country in the 1930's.

‘This part of the film includes footage of
the police murder of dockers in the San -

Francisco General Strike of 1934 as well as

- the:Memeorial Day Massacre of the Re-’

public Steel strike three years later in

“which the then craft union *‘settl

which sixty workers were hospitalized
from gunshot wounds and brutal beatings ...

and ten were killed, shot in the back.
The film portrayal of the great struggle
to build the industrial unions in the 1930’s

concludes with the Flint sit-down, showing -

the National Guard rolling up cannon and
machine gun to aim as a threat to the auto
workers who had occupied the plant. But

here, ‘as in the rest of the film, it in not =

only the violence of the employers and
their agents which is depicted but more

centrally the courage and determination
of the American worker in continuously
renewing his struggle and fighting through
every temporary defeat to build his un-
ions. ,

ONLY THE BEGINNING

When a garment worker expresses dis-

gust to his shopmate after a strike in
> for a
53 hour week his mate responds: “You
think this is the end, take it from me, this
is only the beginning; whatever you get
you have to fight for it.” :

With all its strengths in brmgmg for-
ward sharply the class confradictions of
American capitalism as well as the life
and tenacity of the struggle of the Ameri-
can working class, the film fails to con-
front squarely the political questions

raised in every one of these battles. The

only pol:txcal statements in the film, aside
from ‘a momentary shot of Norman
Thomas speaking to a group of steel
workers, are those of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, The film cuts from the angry
face of a defeated bonus marcher with a
voice which says, *‘Let me tell you mister,
we ain’t going to take it no more, we're
going to make some big changes here,” to
a film of the deciding votes being cast for

FDR in the Democratic Conventmn of

1932

‘LABOR BUREAUCRACY
“The film, just as.the labor bureaueracy

and the Stalinists of those days, seeks to

portray. Roosevelt as a friend of labor per-

“forming modern day miracles for the

needy and unemployed. To do'this the film
must ignore the blatant contradiction con-
tained within itself, that is; how is it that
under the administration of this friend of
labor, hundreds of workers died under the

. clares: :
~picket lines can be taken away in con-

guns and clubs of the Natmnal Guard and
police from Toledo to Chicago m anea-
pohs to San Francisco. -

JOHNL LEWIS
In a very short cut of a speech to union-
ists, CIO president John L. Lewis de-
“What you have gained on the

gress. Politicians will try to vote through
Jonger hours and cuts inpay. We must con-
tinme to organize.” The organization con-
tinued producing a CIO of five million .

members in three years, but today the
threat which Lewis posed over: thirty =

years ago takes on flesh and blood in the
vote of Congress for the Economic Sta-
bilization  Act out of which mxon
fashioned bis wage freeze. :
The film was made eight years ago when :
Nixon was a defeated politician and the
wage freeze was not yet on the drawing

boards. But still the film’s refusal o deal . : .

forthrightly with politics is what leaves it

“unprepared for the present attack on the
unions and the breakup of the Democrat- -
“labor - coalition cemented under Roose-"

. velt : ;

LEGACY ‘ b
It is today within the content of “the :
inheritance’ of the present generatxon of
American workers, the legacy of all ithe -
rights won through the half century of
struggle which the film portrays comes
under a direct attack by the employers
government, that the political questions
are the most crucial. Lewis’ solution of
“grganize” was not sufficient 30 years ago
and is much less so today.

_ The most powerful unions in the world

have been-built and the American capi-
‘talist has been forced to begin a battle {o
destroy them along with all the gains the

working class has won. It is under these o

conditions that the  central necessxty
facing the American working class is the
building of its own political party; a labor

party, which is the only weapon capable of
« defeating this attack, e
Despite its weaknesses, the centrai«conn :

tent of the film; the living history of the

struggle of the American working class
- and an understanding of is strength which
it daveloped can play avainable rolei n the s

presmt iasks

.
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PELLEGRINO JACABACCI, from Bridgeport, Connecticut is

unemployed. He is the father of six children and was a shop

steward of UAW Local 1010.
Workers could avoid politics
before but now we can’t. The
unions aren’t getting anywhere
today. Moneywise, they give
you a few bucks now and then,
but then the government takes

that away from you and you’re .
right back ‘where you started

from. ' ,
I used to be a Democrat, then
I changed over to a Re-

publican, hoping that maybe if

we couldn’t get anywhere with
the Democrats, we’d get some-
where with the Republicans.
But I don’t see that we’re get-
ting anywhere at all with them.
Neither of those parties have
anything in them for the

‘working man. These guys will

promise you the world and once

. they’re in, they do just the op-

posite of what they said they
were going to do. '

[TRADE UNIONISTS SPEAK ON
' - TheCase
__fora

4 Labor Par

. The following articles are part of a series
of statements which will appear weekly in
he Bulletin, by trade unionists, unem-
ployed and other sections of the working
class, on the labor party as.outlined in the |

& | Workers League manifesto, ‘“The Case For
§A Labor Party.” The purpose of these state-
fments- is to promote ‘a continuing dis-
ission of the program in the manifesto in
relation to the needs and the experiences of
ithe working class. This discussion is partof|

ithe campaign for the mid-October .con§
[ \ference of trade unionists and youth which
[ will establish an organization to fight for

. the formation of a labor party.

SERATIMENT OF THE WORNERS |

ty

Local 25. . ‘

~ Things are really fouled , up‘
. right now. We have inflation

with prices still rising but also a

- wage freeze and unem-
~ ployment. When you still have
- hills to pay off, your take home

~pay is really falling back.

I think that to make a decent

living a family needs an

average pay of around $200 per

~week. But without your wife
~working there is no chance of
_ getting that.
~The Nixon Administration is trying
to sexd us back to the depression. He -
is making it so that the corporations .
can get workers for nothing. That is

ployed people. ~ * .
- The bosses are making full use of these

why they need this large pool of unem-

“conditions. I'm on a spot welding job now -

and doing the work of two men to start off

- with. The safety conditions are pretty well
- forgotten. We have no helmets at the
moment. We get burns from the flying

sparks and the conditions are very
cramped. On top of this, the 1973 models

- aremuch more complicated but they start
~ theline at the same speed and we don’t get

any time to get used to the job or even
guidelines. to follow. . ‘

-+ The introduction of GMAD has meant
- cutting back the number of workers at the

. plant and this is still going on. They laid

. -off guys every day last week. I don’t know

- what is going to happen to them. These
- guys are just going out on to the street; .
. they won’t get called back within the year.
Tt all gets back to Nixon’s policies and -

e WI‘LLIE THOMAS is an asseinblyman at the St. Louis General
- Motors Assembly Division (GMAD) plant and a member of UAW

the wage freeze. I think he will get back in.

again this year but I think it would be
better. for us if the Democrats were
elected instead. The Democrats could
always provide more jobs in the past. I
don’t like this war but we have to face up
to it, war production meant more jobs.
If the working people are to make any
gains, the Pay Board and the wage freeze
have to be thrown out. Also we have to
have a government which won’t just sit
back and let them close the older plants in

the cities so they can move them to the .

South. With ‘cheap labor and more auto-
mation, the corporations can increase
their profits and leave thousands of
workers “without any jobs. I think if they

‘want to do this then the government
should step in and take over the plant, na-
tionalize it. We have to save the jobs for

the people still living in these cities.

. Through the unity of workers in the k
-union we have been able to win important
. gains in the past. We have to use this in the

future struggles. But with -the present
leadership you only see them at election
time. Rank and file workers need to build

2 new leadership which will fill the people -

in on what’s going on all the time.
An important part of the program of the

_ union should be support for a labor party.

All workers should unite together for

_ better living conditions. A labor party

would unite workers politically.

~ The Democrats and Republicans make a

lot of noise about their differences but
these are only on the surface. When it all
boils down, they are really the same. Both
of them can only go so far when if comes
down to making changes. : E

But change is what we need, like an end
to GMAD and full employmient through na-

tionalization if necessary
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I could see a labor party and I'd de-
finitely support it. There’s no question
about it—there would have to be good
leaders in this labor party, honest
leaders. The union leaders are in
league with the company. We need
honest leaders today for the -working

people—people that are willing to go.

all the way, as far as you can go. Even
as far as revolution if it’s necessary.

‘Like the Case for a Labor Party says,
the unions were built by re-

volutionaries.

Now, as for the Pay Board, I don’t think
we should even have had that. The unions
should fight it all the way. If we're going
to have a Pay Board, let's have a Pay.
Board not only for the working man, but
for the rich man. Let’s freeze their profits,

- let’s freeze food prices, everything. What

they do to the working man, they should do
to the employer. '

But I don’t think the government will do
this. The reason I say this is because it is
run by the multi-millionaires. I don’t think
it’s run by the average working man, or
the average poor man. The Rockefellers,
the Gettys, the Kennedys, they run this
government. I don’t think the working
class people have anything to say

" anymore,

On the issue of unemployment, I think
the 30 hour week would create em-
ployment. There’s no reason for all this
unemployment. It’s very high, they’re
laying off all over. That means that people
in the shop are doing the job of maybe two
or three men, so they're getting pushed.
They have people working evertime

Above Pellegrino Jacabacci. Below, Willie Thomas.

maybe 50 or 60 hours a week. These men

‘don’t want to work 60 hours a week, but

they’re forced to. I think we have enough
work in this country to keep all our people
working, We need housing, education, an
end to air pollution, we need just about
everything you could possibly think of.

People want to fight, but they just don’t
know how. The leaders aren’t there. I
think that an honest leadership for the
labor party will come through education
which the unions won't do. I think this
pamphlet is a start. The present leaders of
the unions do not want to educate the rank
and file; they don’t want us to be familiar
with the contract or politics,

I think with the labor party, we have to
get people together and fight the laws that
we have, the existing laws. The Taft-Hart-
ley Law isn’t any good for us, nor is the
Landrum Griffin Act. The only weapon the
working man has now is the strike, and
they’re even trying to take that away from
us

It seems to me, we have to investigate
every corporation in the state of Con-
necticut, no, actually in the United States,
and find out why they’re not settling grie-
vances, and find out why they’re not doing
the things they’re supposed to do, like the
conditions in the shops, everything. If
they’re not doing what they’re supposed to
be doing, we should throw the hook at
them. Throw everything we've got. We're
going to have to hit them hard.

This-is what the corporations are doing
now. They're hitting the working man in
every possible way they can do it. They
got a system. That’s the trouble, we don’t
have that system. The working man will
have to get that system.

.
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Historical Necessily and
The Struggle For Gonsciousness

BY A BULLETIN REPORTING TEAM

PORT JERVIS,

N.Y.—Over 180 workers

and youth participated in lively discussions
of American history and economics at the
-Catskills Weekend of Education and Re-
creation held here September 23-24. This is
the second of three regional camps spon-
sored by the Workers League and Young
Socialists. The next camp will be held on the
West Coast in the Redwoods on November 4-

2.

discussions on both the
‘““Methodological Ap-
proach to Marx’s
Capital” and the lec-
tures on the American
Revolution and Civil War
~ was the character of the
irrepressible conflict
‘now developing in the
United States and the
tasks this presents to the

‘revolutionary move-

-ment,

In the course of the discus-

sion on economics, it was
_ explained that the worker,

- through his labor, creates all

value. Not only is the product

The central issue in

of his labor taken from him,
sold and a profit realized by

-the bosses, but it comes back

to directly oppress him. Thus,
the worker, in creating the
wealth from which capital is
formed, creates his own op-
pressor.

This capital is both the

worker’s being and non-being.

This means that it is his dead
Iabor, the result of his past acti-
vity which is his non-being. At
the same time, in the form of
that section of capital spent by
the employer for wages, it is the

worker’s future being, his means -
of existing. His future is there-

fore dependent on capital which
originally came from his own
efforts.

-Today this capital, which ex-

ists only for its own grewth, for

profit, now turns upon the worker
and denies to the worker his

being, his right to employment,
to live and provide for his family.
It is in this brutal fashion that the

‘contradictions in capitalism -
;- work themselves. out to the point

where the very source of all
society’s wealth, the labor of the
workers as applied to nature,
comes under direct attack to
defend the profits of the bosses.

In the course of this discussion
and the one on the Civil War, a
tendency emerged to retreat into
a discussion of the relationship of
one abstract economic category
to another and to a simple ac-
count of the factual development
of history. This tendency was

idealist in character in that it
sought {o relate idea to idea but

not to bring ideas into conflict
with the material world in a
battle to change the under-
standing of workers and youth
and ‘prepare the conscious
leadership for the coming Ameri-
can revolufion. This tendency
expressed the same hesitancy
with which the American capi-
talists approached the Civil War
and its revolutionary fasks.

_The discussion near the end of
the weekend centered around the
question of historical necessity.
Tim Wohlforth, National Secre-
tary of the Workers League, des-
cribed how historical necessity in
1861 flowed through Lincoln and

the Northern capitalist class.
Despite every effprt to compro-
mise, Lincoln was forced in the
_end to conduct the Civil War ina
revolutionary Way

STRENGTH

His one strength, which was
decisive in that period, was to
stick to certain decisions, always
only after long deliberation and
efforts to avoid  any decision.
But, once the decision was made

he would stick with this mini-

mum decision to the end. He
refused io compromise on

. slavery in the territories and so

the war became unavoidable,
Once it began, he would not com-
promise on the Union. This led

him fo emancipation and mass

recruiting of former slaves mto
the Army. -

In 1861, the relatlvely early
development of capitalism
allowed for the Northern capi-
talist to conduct this kind of
struggle. They did so with power
already in their hands. Today,
the working class must fight it
out with the very force which
won the Civil War, but withount
owning the facbones and possess-
ing the state apparatus. We can
fight only through a break with
the pragmatic method of the Lin-
colns and the taking up of the

conscious struggle for Marxist:

theory.
Historieal necessxty flows

through us only o the extent that_ :
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we fight it out to develop Marxist

“theory, educating a Marxist

cadre among trade unionists and
youth. It, however, brings toeach
development of theory tremen-
dous power, for such develop-
ment now fulfills the needs of all .-
mankind in carrying forward the
productive forces and ridding the
world of capitalism which seeks
to drive us all back to barbarism. -
We must pick up theory with
the same determination as the
revolutionaries of the past few
years like George Jackson have -
shown in their call to “pick up’
the gun”’ Theory is not some-
thing to be played with any more
than a gun. It is to be picked up
with the determination to change
the thinking of workers to meef
the tasks of a conflict which no

- one can avoid.

The camp was the most
successful ever held by the

Workers League, Twenty five -

workers and youth joined 'the
League at the camp. Some $981
was raised {owards the Bulletin
Fund Drive and $219.80 ‘was sold '

~in literature..

Despite the chilly fall even-
ings, everyone had an excellent -
time with the lovely swimming
and- boating facilities, sporis .
activities, a film on the history of
labor struggles, a dance in the

evening, and more than enough to - -,

eat provided by a volunteer staff

of Workers League and Young

Socialist members

B It L
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Enayetullah Khan, editor of the left-wing Bengah paper Holiday,
has just arrived in Britain from Bangla Desh. In this exclusive
interview, reprinted from the Workers Press, daily paper of the
Socialist Labour League, he describes the fight against corruption

and oppression in Bangla Desh. This interview, of course, re-
presents the views of Mr. Khan’s organization.

““Conditions in Bangla Desh are bad.
The economic crisis has reached
critical proportions. Starvation, cor-
ruption and jobbery are widespread.

Many people in government and ad-
ministration are taking advantage of their
position and powers. They are indulging in
smuggling, in expropriating property for
their own personal use by claiming that it
has been ‘‘abandoned,”” and many other
forms of corruption.

They are also seeking to use their poli-
tical powers to hold back or divert op-
position to, and resentment at, this cor-
ruption. Corruption on such a large scale
could not take place without political
patronage.

They hide behind a smokescreen .by
accusing their opponents of being Chinese
or American Central Intelligence Agency
men, or even of being collaborators with
Pakistan.

“There are undoubtedly some colla-
borators in Bangla Desh and some are
being protected by people in power, ‘

Our newspaper from the beginning took

up the danger of the government’s left-

baiting and ' witch-hunting which was

carried out in the name of the sovereignty

of the country. They accused us of being
collaborators with -Pakistan, but it was
impossible for that to stick. '

Our was. one of three papers banned by
the Pakistan regime and our funds were
frozen. The government of Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman has threatened us but we can

~withstand this because of our record; our
principled position and because we are
well known. But we are not{ complacent.

We know they would attack us if they felt

strong enough.

~~~~~~~ The government uses the charge of -

“*‘collaborator’’. to behead any re-.

“volutionary opposmon

We answered this in an article ca]led
~“65 Million Collaborators!”’ We demanded
" that the government give a clear state-
. ment on collaboration and not use it to
throttle opposition and to settle polifical
and- personal scores.

- Our people have suffered occupation and~

“struggled for liberation. This gives them
strength. The government cannot crush all
opposition. .

Recently an editor of Haq-Katha, (a'

paper of 92-year old peasant leader
-Maulana- Bhashani’s tendency) was ar-
-rested under the Collaboration Order and
~is still in jail without trial. How can the

government suddenly discover that a'man

who has been out.of Jaﬂ and running a
~ paper for eight months is a collaborator?

- ‘He has been jailed because heis critical of -

the governmient.
-"The government has tried to ban four
“-papers: Holiday, Hag-Katha, Ganasakthi
(a paper of a left-wing group) and Char-
anbatra (an unattached opposition paper).
The Organizing Secretary of the Awami
‘League demanded last June that these
_.papers should be closed down because, he
claimed, ““they told lies about the govern-

ment,” » and “maligned our friends’ (that‘ :

is, India and the Soviet Union).
‘He said!
take action, the people will.” This was a
- threat to use private armies against us.
The government banned Ganasakthi,
_-pressurized Charanbatra into taKing a.
softer line, and they arrested the editor of
Haq-Katha We have survived so far.
The government has ‘created prwate

armies in the form of Lal-Bahini (Red Bri-

gades) which is a wing of the JSL (the

“If the government doesn’t

trade union organization). They have also.

. got the Awami League Volunteer Force
whose members go around brandishing

~ weapons and threaténing government
“critics with extinction for being “sabo«,

teurs of independence.”

‘But - the left forces ha\fe, substantial

support among the working  class -and
-peasants and this has repelled ‘the on-

May. They found things weren’t as easy as
_they had hoped.

- Right-wing trends in the government 2

- slaught of the Lal-Bahini, which had total
- government backing in-their attack on
. left-wing ' trade unionists last April. and’

continue, but they cannot get away with it
today because they are basically weak.
The police and army in their present

‘shape are not completely at the beck and

call of the government for repressive
measures. The police are still weak and
unorganized. The army has just fought a
patriotic war and so cannot just be used by

‘the government to suppress the people.

There is a balance of terror in Bangla
Desh. The experience of armed struggle

has given the masses a new confidence ~

and in many cases they have kept their
arms.

We were cautious from the very be-
ginning because we saw that dissenters
even in the Awami League itself were at-
tacked. - _

In May the Bangla Desh Chhatra League
(the student wing of the Awami League)
split. Soon after independence a radical
wing rejected the manifestations of
jobbery and authoritarianism, the slavish

~ attitude towards India and Russia and also

the underhand dealings with America

© (which has some excellent allies in the

Awami League).’ y
The right-wing developed an ideology of
“Mujibism.”” The left, led by Rab and

Seraj, rejected this and called for the es-
tablishment of scientific socialism
through social revelution.

In June the factions held separate con-
ferences in Dacca. Mujib attended the
. “official” conference, but the ‘“rebel”
" conference was much larger.

. The left carried slogans against the
government and against Mujib’s alleged
complicity with corrupt elements. They
warned that if Mujib continued to give pa-
tronage and protection to such elements,
he would no longer remain father of the
nation. Rab declared: “We called you the
father of the nation and we are with-
‘drawing that title today.”

This shows that even within the Awami
League itself people are being radicalized
and won to the socialist revolution.

« . The official Chhatra League and the Lal-

Bahini planned to break the lefts’ con-
ference, but it was too large. The Or-
ganizing Secretary of the Awami
League—who is also chief of the Volun-
teer Corps—led a march of the ‘‘Muji-
bists” and a clash ensued in which he was
manhandled. He was rescued by the left
leaders.

But later the same day, while the lefts
-were marching to pay their respects to the
monument of the Bengali Language Move-
ment Martyrs, they were attacked by
armed members of the Volunteer Corps.
Rab received a knife injury.

Resentment is growing even within the
camp of the Awami League and they do

. not spare even their own members.

In the early days after independence,

.

right-wing forces in the Awami
League—in addition to witch-hunting
through the. Collaboration
Order—launched a program of physical
elimination of the lefts. Thousands were
killed in border districts like Babna and
Jessore.

This could not be carried too far because
of the resistance to it. )

But they did use a section of the’army
and the police, in addition to some Indian
personnel, to mop up left elements at
Atrai, in the Rajshahi border district.

The leader of one of the ‘“Marxist-Lenin-
ist” groups, Abdul Matin, was arrested
and another, Tipu Biswas, was killed.
There were many arrests.

The Bangla Desh people are now des-
perately looking for an alternative lead-
ership, but this has still to take proper
shape. However, as the issues become
clear, a united left opposition may be
around the corner. Already three or-
ganizations—Maulana Bhashani’s Na-
tional Awami Party (left), the. Bangla
Communist Party, and the Bangla Desher-
Communist Party (Leninist)—have called
for democratic left unity.

They have extended this offer to other
left groups such as the Krishak Sramik
Shmajbadi Dal (the Peasant-Workers
Socialist Party) and to the ‘‘rebel”
Chhatra League.

As the food crisis gets worse, these
groups are already working together on
basic opposition issues.

This provides the opportunity for the op-
position to unite and to give the people a

proper lead.

- MUJIB PURGES THE LEFT
IN BANGI_A DESH
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Washington
Teachers
Defy Court
Injunction

BY C. WOODS ,
WASHINGTON—D.C., Sept. : 26—Washington

teachers here are continuing their strike, which
began last week, despite the most vicious attacks by

BULLETIN
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Hospital workers in st. Croix, Wisc. picket to demand union recognition in ninefeenth week of strike.

St. Croix Hospital Workers
In 4 Month Strike For Union

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

St. CROIX FALLS, Wisc., Sept. 22—Fifty members of Hospital and Nursing Home Em-

ployees Local 113, on strike since May 26, enter their nineteenth week of 24 hour a day picketing

against St. Croix Valley Memorial Hospital.

Seeking union recognition and
a contract, these workers (all but
two of whom 'are women) face
an intransigent hospital adminis-
tration who are determined at all
‘costs to keep the union off its
property. 2 : o

Scabs " cross the picket line
freely, led by a local police offi-
cial who is at the same time a
member of the hospital board
and by two $150 a week security
guards hired by the hospital
during the strike.

In spite of official recognition
by both the St. Paul Trades and
Labor Assembly and the Minnea-
polis Centrat Labor Union, con-
struction work on a new wing,
which will double the present 48
bed facility, continues because
construction workers refuse to
honor the picket line.

.Even though the Eau Claire
Building Trades have pledged
their support to the strike in
words, they have failed to order
the men off the job.

BARRAGE

Bulletin reporters talked to
three women pickets who
- between them have worked 36
years in the hospital. They des-
cribed the constant barrage of at-
tacks they have been under from
smear articles in local news-
papers to physical and verhal

abuse and acts of vandalism.
The background to this strike
consists of years of callous dis-
regard for the working conditions
and wages of hospital employees.

One of the women told the
Bulletin that after seventeen
years of service, she was making
only $1.90 an hour.

The decisive blow came a year
ago when the hospital took away
the one day per month sick leave,

‘replacing it with a system

whereby, if sick, an employee
receives nothing for the first
three days and only 40 percent of
her salary thereafter and then
only if there has been a visit with
a doctor to verify the iflness.
One striking hospital employee
told the Bulletin: “We distri-
buted a petition against this new
plan and every single person in
the hospital signed it, and when
we presented it to the hospital
they just laughed and threw it in
the waste basket. !
“Anyway, on our salary we
just can’t afford a visit to the

Stalinism And The Upp

doctor for every illness. With
tests and everything, it cost one
woman $31 for her visit and then
she didn’t even get paid the full
day like before.”

; _ STRUCK
The employees sought out and
joined Minneapolis-based Local

113 and struck only after the

hospital refused to bargain.

The detemination o6f these
workers who have manned their
posts day and night, rain or shine
for 18 weeks puts to shame the
Twin Cities trade union leader-
ship whe up to now has only given
them token support. What is
needed is Twin Cities supported
mass picketing to keep out scabs
and for the Bau Clair Construc-
tion Trades to honor the strike
and keep workers away until it is
settled. . ' S

BY MELODY FARROW
The work-in of Scottish shipyard workers on the
Upper Clyde collapsed last week as the boiler-
makers in the Govan yard rebelled against the deal
that the Communist Party-led shop stewards coordi-
nating committee tried to shove down their throats.

The refusal of the boiler-
makers to attend a meeting of
the coordinating committee
to discuss a new work-in at

the Clydebank yard is a com- -

plete repudiation of the

SPECIAL HUNGARIAN DINNER

To raise money for the BULLETIN's own printing press.

Price: $1.50 adults; $2.00 at the door;
$..75 for children under 12 .
F Place: Luxton Park Building, Minneapolis—just off University
’ Ave, S.E., .
In Glendale Housing Project, Arthur and Williams, 8.E.
Time: October 7, Saturday, serving §-8 p.m.

“We may be poor, but we eat well.”
{An old Hungarian proverb)

Stalinist inspired work-in
which began in July 1971.

It expresses the disgust and
anger of ‘thousands of shipyard
men who had been led to believe
for over a year that the work-in
would save their jobs, only to be
betrayed by the leading -shop
stewards who are members of
the Communist Party. -

The rebellion was sparked by
the revelation of the deal made
by the unions and the Govan
management, Marathon, which
provides for no wage increase, no
job guarantees, a no-sirike
pledge, increased productivity
and job mobility. Two weeks ago,
the boilermakers broke this deat
by demanding and winning a 12
cent an hour wage increase.

The work-in began last year
‘after the Tory government an-
nounced that two of the yards,

Scotstoun and Clydebank, would

the government. o

Last Friday Judge Camp-
bell .of the Superior Court
issued an injunction against
the strike and fined the union
$50,000.

Campbell said that unless the
teachers are back to work by
Wednesday the leaders will be
held in contempt and the union
will be fined an additional 10,000
dollars for each officer. .

He also threatened to get the
names of all those participating
in the strike. The Washington
Teachers Union has said it will
not go back and the members are
saying they are willing to go to
jail. Ll /
Although the School Board is
claiming that the schools are
open, 70 percent of the students
have refused to go to classes. The
strike is receiving a tremendous
backing from the parents. At a
meeting last night the parents
came qut in total support of the

- strike.”

The demands of the Washing-
ton teachers union center around
improving the deplorable state of
the District’s school system, re-
ducing the top-heavy ad-
ministrative bureaucracy and
winning a 17 percent. pay in~
crease for a teaching force that
has not received a pay increase
since 1969. Vel
« The Distriet school system has

been faced with a school budget

slashed by almost 10 million
dollars resulting in staff cuts of
1500 teachers in the past three
years. . Under -the ad-

ministration’s Reduction-~in-
Force policy, teachers are given
30 day termination notices in
mid-August which.permits them
to teach the first few weeks of
the school year and to be counfed
in the initial figures of current
personnel. , :

The reduction of teaching staff
has led to present class sizes of 35
to 40 pupils and future ones of 40
to 50, Overcrowded classes, lack
of textbooks, lack of supplies,
inadequate  facilities, and in-

creased duties assigned fo-

teachers are all results of the
budget cuts. . ,

School Board President,
Marion Barry, in his nego-
tiations with the W.T.U. main-
tains thay a seven percent pay in-

‘crease is a ‘‘realistic” figure be-

cause that is. what Congress will
probably grant., ;
ARROGANCE

Barry’s arrogance was further
demonstrated when he .and
School Beard member Pryde en-
tered a W.T.U. meeting at Mc-
Kinley High School before the

&trike, :

Teachers are facing the sam

conditions of speed-up, .in--

tolerable working conditions, and

attacks on their real wages as

are the industrial workers. in

urgency of building a labor party

‘plants across the country. The

to answer the attacks by school S

beards, state legislatures, and

the federal government is being
consciously opposed by the

A.F.T. leadership and local anion

bureaucrats,

er Clyde Work-in

be closed and the -other two
yards, Govan and Linthouse,
would be run at a reduced work
force with superhuman speed-up
and work schedules. This would
mean the layoff of 6000 workers,

The occupation of the yards

expressed the determination of
the entire British working class
to fight it out with the Tory
government to defend their jobs.
It posed the challenge to the capi-

talist class of who should run the

industries. and rule the country,
the Tories or the working class,

On June 23, 100,000 workers from -

all over Western Scotland struck
in defense. of the Upper Clyde
workers. -

From the beginning, the Sta-
linist shop stewards, James Reid
and James Arlie fried to turn the
work-in into a pressure tactic on
the government to prevent a poli-

‘tical fight to. throw out the

Tories. At the June 23 demon-
stration, Reid said:

“We are not in busihesg at this
stage to bring down the govern-
ment or engage in political dema-
gogy from the right or left.”

The Stalinists and Vic Feather

“of the Trades Union Congress:

spent months and months in
futile negotiations. with the
Tories, building up the illusion
that the Tories would step in with
a solution to save the yards. Reid

‘and Arlie pledged they would

never agree to the carve-up of
the yards, and would stand on re-

tention of the entire work force -

But it wasn’t long before they

were pleading with a shipyard
millicnaire to take over the
yards, and even offered a ro-

“strike pledge in return,

The final capitulation came in
October when the shop stewards
committeesat down with thenew
Govan management to discuss
the reorganization of the yards
without any guarantee for job se-

curity and on the original con-

ditions proposed by the Tories at

the beginning.

The complete treachery of the

Stalinist policy can be seen foday

in the fact that 300 men are tobe -
let go in the Clydebank yard. e
The policies of the Socialist
Labour League of Britain have -
been completely vindicated in.

this struggle. The SLL stressed”

that the work-in had to be the

‘Continued OnPage18) - = .
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(Continued From Page 17)
starting point for a campaign to
mobilize the working class in a
general strike to force the Tories
out and to return a Labour
government pledged to a soclai-
1st program.

" The Communist Party and the
trade union leadership sought to
obscure the fundamental fact
that shipbuilding could not be
saved without a fight against the
system of private ownership,
without a fight to run the in-
dustry under workers' control.
The workers of the Upper Clyde
have got a bitier taste of the
Communist Party’s policy of
peaceful coexistence with capi-
talism.

This is the same policy the left
labor leaders in Britain have pur-
sued with the support of the Com-
munist Party in the fight against
the Industrial Relations Act. A
resolution which they supported
at the annual TUC Conference
September 6, not to use the “fa-
cilities’’ of the Act made no
mention of a fight to bring down

the government.

The American Communist Par-
ty is in complete agreement with
this perspective. This was made
clear in the September 7 issue of
the Daily World on the TUC Con-
ference. The article, after ap-
proving the ‘left’’ resolution,
writes that Hugh Scanlon, head
of -the Engineering union ‘‘said
efforts by the TUC Council to
ease the ‘Act’s provisions had
failed. He concluded that what is
needed is continued sustained re-
sistance.”

The Communist Party is ad-
vocating a policy of ‘‘re-
~sistance” to the government,
even after this has admittedly
failed, in order to tie workers to
the capitalist system just as they
seek in the U.S. to prevent the
formation of a labor party. :
As the Scottish workers have
learned, all workers must learn
the lessons of the betrayals of the
Communist Party in order to
construct 2 new leadershlp
within the unions.

GM STRIKE . . .

(Continued From Page 1)

"“hit and run’’ policy of pushing

one or two locals to the point of
strike action at a time, while
attempting to keep the whole
thing from boiling over.

‘ EXPLOSIVE

In pushing for ratification of
the Norwood agreement by the
rank and file, the International is
cooperating with GM in an effort
to get the explosive Norwood
situation out of the way and then
claim that General Motors is
“packing down.” A

Nothing could be further from
the truth. The fact that GMAD is
willing to make the ‘‘conces-
sion”” of reinstatement of the
local agreement, which they had
iried to break, is a tactical
retreat in the face of the de-
termination of the Norwood

‘workers and the mighty power

that would be unleashed by a na-
tionwide. strike. :

The agreement to maintain the
Norwood ' local agreement is a

STEEL CONVENTION . . .

~ {Continved From Page 3)
they demanded the right to strike

.on grievance and health and safe- .
ty violations as the only answer

to the situation. A delegate from
the large Sparrows Point local in
Baltimore reported that the loss
of thousands of jobs and the rise
of grievances led to fantastic ex-

"'penses which even' the large
. locals could not afford to deal

with.
RACISM

<. The real meaning of racism in

the steel plants was brought out
by - delegates from the coke

+ plants. They said that the coke
*ovens-were Black -ghettos. One

delegate from Republic Steel in

" +Ohio said that the foremen in the
- ovens ran them like slave labor:

camps, that on hot days workers
would be unable to eat or sleep
for two or three days, and that

_ the death rate was so high that he
- knew of only two retirees m his..
- entire plant. - b

.-A " coke -oven representatwe

“from Kaiser Steel i in‘Fontana de-
- nounced the Abel leadership for

its legislative approach. He de-

- 'manded that the problems of the
- ‘coke ovens be solved in the next -

contract negotiations. with no

“ - ~'return to work without relief for-
e the cokeé oven men, -
“The most revealing struggle’

‘broke out on the question of pro-

- ‘ductivity. A delegate from the’
" Aliquippa - Jonhes & Laughlin Lo-’
“- cal 2211 with 10,000 employees
. rose to say that productivity
" meant more work from the same

. number . or. less employees. He

. said that his local has refused to-
" meet with the company and dis-
“cuss'cuts in jobs.

‘He m51sted that Ahel s

': program was to‘ “work harder,

* produce more, and put our bodies
out on the street.”

A delegate from Local 2609 at
Sparrows Point stated that, when
the ranks refused to go along

- with productivity cuts, In-
ternational staff men have been
sent in to agree to the eli-
mination of 17 jobs. ‘“Which side
are you on, Brother: Abel?” he

asked. o
At this point Abel was forced to
reveal his real program. He
“stated that the people in basic
steel do not understand what is

_happening. ‘Since 1959 the steel-:
workers had gone from 550,000 to

4000,000 jobs in basic steel: .-

- He went on to say that over
100,000 have been lost while in
competition with Germany and
Japan and that more steel is now
produced in Japan- than in.the

. United States. He insisted that.

the steelworkers must do what
they can to help put what. he
-called “our industry” up to'date.

- “You got in your last- contract

our industry competltwe and to
improve-it.

“I don’t have to tell you about
unnecessary - absenteeism and
about men being ‘'not-lively
‘enough at their time. They must

improve the rate of productivy

and reduce costs. We hope in this

“plant to anialyze this problem.-
““There is tremendous change
‘in the thinking of the leaders in
basic steel. No other industry is
~willing to sit down-and share re-
- sponsibility.  No - other industry
will join with workers in fighting

foreign made goods. For the first
.time -in your lives, you can sit

way to safeguard our industry.’
. We need committees at each -

down with industry’s re-
presentatives and tell them what
you think about the operation of
the industry.

“We stand ready to assist any
of you if management takes
takes away your rights. I ask for
your help. I don’t want o go and
hear industry say that we must
accept a wage reduction. At

- times, this has been necessary.”’

No ‘sooner did Abel conclude

than the real meaning of his

speech was made clear by a dele-

gate from Local 2644 in Johns- -

town, . Pennsylvania. He rose to

“describe - the conditions ‘in - his

plant. He said that a blast fur-

‘nace was being constructed and’

that efficiency experts were all
over the plant figuring on how to
save jobs. Harassment and un-
safe working -conditions were
constantly being created.

He maintained that in the mid-
dle -of ‘the convention on Wed-

“nesday night, he had received a

~call from his local that because
more than you expected. Eco-

nomics shows' that -we must do.
_whatever is necessaty to keep -

of this harassment and speed-up,
a worker, John Murray, who had

_'20 years in the plant, had plunged

58 feet to his death. On. Wed-

. nesday night ranks.from the steel

plant stormed the union meeting
demanding the removal of the ef-
ficiency expert,

It is precisely the connection
between the debate on the Demo-

cratic Party and its break-up and

the speed-up, safety de-
terioration and layoffs de-

veloping in the plants that must

be made. The revolt in the steel
plants can go forward only
through a political fight for the
construction of a'labor party

hollow victory because the
leadership is willing to end the
strike without a settlement of so
much as one of the tremendous
number of ‘‘Paragraph 78"’
speed-up grievances which had
piled up. The leadership is
willing to end the strike without
any agreement at all on the cri-
tical question of line speed.
Norwooed Shop Committee
Chairman Jim Young admitted
that: “‘GM threw a curve on ‘78’
grievances and none were
settled. GM merely stated that
the grievances were defunct
since the line speed would never

be. the same.”’

FAVORABLE

Never have conditions been as
favorable as now during the en-
tire course of the Norwood strike
for victory. Despite the efforts of
the International, the rank and
file are ready and aching to go
out, as expressed by one worker
at the Van Nuys plant who told
the Bulletin: ‘‘One way or

another we are going to be out by~

next Saturday.”
A rejection of this Norwood

agreement by the ranks will

throw a monkey wrench into
GM'’s strategy and open the way
for victory for all locals.

In order to push through a rati-
fication vote, GM is claiming
that they do not really need the
settlement because they have
withdrawn the Chevrolet Nova
from production at Norwood and
are threatening to stop pro-
duction. of the Firebird and

_Camaro. These threats are GM’s

attempt to terrorize the other
locals into submitting to speed-up
and the destruction® of con-
ditions.

It is only the refusal of the'

International leadership to mo-
bilize the power of the rank and
file that gives GM any chance at
all to get away with this black-

" mail.

ARROGANT

The arrogant attitude of the
GM bosses toward the union was
shown. after the International
leadership flew to St. Louis to
negotiate in an obvious attempt
to retreat from . their strike
threat. St. Louis GMAD workers
told the Bulletin that there had
not been the slightest change in
the. situation facing the men fol-
lowing the talks.

On the day following these

:negotiations, the day shift once

again worked a full eight hours
while the night shift was sent

home after two and a half hours .

work, as has been: the pattern
almost every day: since model
changeover in August. The com-
pany is still claiming sabotage,
which means that they are not re-

Coary

STATE

: ZIP.

D“ﬂo FOR ONE YEAR

DS] 00 FOR 4 MONTH: lNTRODUCTORY SUB  [82.00 FOR 5 MONTHS
w 135 W. ‘hﬁh Sty New YQrk, N Y 100‘]1

CAPITAL
FIRST EDITION

Raxk \4, XL

FIRH T F’\t LISH TRA\SLATIO\I OF THE

FIRST EDITION OF CAPITAL. VOLUME

ONE. CHAPTER ONE. THE COMMODITY
LBUL [MTS.‘,HR\%T(LAM 1, v B0k

.. of Chapter One of Capital

- from the original German.

. _methodology

Street New York 10011

Order From* Labor Pubhcatlons, Bth Floor 135 West 14th

]_u.'st OUt!

Capital "Velume One,
Chapter One, The Com-
medity. By Karl Marx.
S0 .
Never . before available in
English, this first edition

‘is .meticulously translated
It is an invaluable guide to

a study of Capital from the
point of view of Marxist

quired to pay the workers for
time lost. The men declare there
is no evidence of sabotage.

This means that, for the past
two months, night shift workers
have been taking home as little
as one-quarter of their wages
every week.

Nixon and General Motors
would like to avoid a nationwide
GMAD strike at this time and are
counting on the cooperation of
Mr. Woodcock to hold back the
ranks.

The Workers League stands 100
percent for the complete shut-
down of General Motors in
defense of the GMAD men just as
we did from the time of the first
GMAD strike at Lordstown last
January.

We can expect that the Com-
munist Party, which is boosting
Woodcock as the leader of the
McGovern for President cam-
paign in the unions, will keep its
mouth shut about the role of
Woodcock in this betrayal.

The delegates to the GM Coun-
cil of the UAW will be meeting in
Detroit on September 29 to come
to a decision on strike action
against GMAD. The rank and file

. of the UAW in the GMAD plants

must demand that their local
leaders bring a fight for a nation-
wide shutdown of GMAD into this
meeting.

Regardless of the demslon on
the 29th, the ranks of every local
must take strike action 'on their
own and then fight to bring out
the rest of the union against
GMAD. This is the only way fo -
beat back the speed-up drive of
Joseph - Godfrey and General
Motors.

The fight to shut down GMAD
must be combined with a demand
fro a Congress of Labor for the
purpose of organizing a labor
party.

DYNAMICS . . .

(Continued From Page 3)

asking- me to reopen negotia-
tions on Monday morning.”
DeGregory is frightened of
calling a strike because of what
that strike poses. The Pay Board
and the Nixon government are
directly involved in General

. Dynamics..

- The ranks must demand that
the Metal Trades Council now act
upon the overwhelming vote
given to it by the workers at last
Thursday’s voting by calling a

. strike for a contract that defends.

wages and jobs and raising the
demand for the nationalization of
the industry under workers’ con-
trol, if the company is unable to
provide one.

VIETNAM . ..

{Continued From Page 2)

changing.” '
The parliamentary structures

_have been abandoned and even
the ‘most nght~w1ng flgnres in

Saigon polities are in prison on
the suspicion of disloyalty to
Thieu. Almost all- newspapers
have been shut down.

Under conditions when the
NLF has the ablhty to overthrow
the Saigon regime, the greatest
dangers to the Vietnamese
revolution are not the puppet
troops but the Stalinist bureau-
cracies.

The Kremlin has virtually
gwen its seal of approval to Nix-
on’s blockade of North Viet-
namese harbors and the bombing

- of its cities and dikes by conduct-

ing intensive negotiations with
Kissinger while the barbaric
American policies are being car-
ned out,
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VAN NUYS ...

"(Continued From Page 20)
until you either do the work or
‘they fire you.”

One worker stated that: ‘““They
try to get you for everything that
you got. Even in the last few
days, they have been blowing the
whistle either one minute early
or one minute late to cheat us out
of time.

“They have also started to
transfer women in the plant to
line work in the body shop, in a
deliberate attempt to get rid of
them.”

The merciless application of
GMAD boss Godfrey’s dictum of

» ““work on our terms or get out”
has resulted in the ranks' de-
mand for a strike.

— Local 645 Secretary-Treasurer
.Pete Beltran stated his readi-
‘ness to lead the ranks into action
but also said that, ‘‘given the
situation where you face the pos-
sibility of a nationwide strike
against GM, which in turn could
explode into a general strike
against the government, Wood-
cock wants to avoid this possi-
bility because it could jeopar-
dize McGovern’s chances.

“The International is calling
all GM council delegates for a
meeting in Detroit on September
29 and will continue to press for a
strategy of rotation of strike ac-
tion from plant to plant, two days
there, one week here.”

If strike sanction were denied,
Beltran stated that: ‘“We would
limit ourselves here to strictly
non-strike means of dealing with
GM.” ,

In contrast to Beltran’s posi-
tion, the determination of the
ranks to fight GM to the end was
sharply expressed by a worker
whose reponse to the possibility
of a wildcat was:

“One way or another we are
going to be out by néxt Saturday
I don’'t care who stands in our
way n

Backed up by the government,
GM is out to smash the only
obstacle to unlimited speed-up
and the violation of working con-
ditions, the UAW. St. Louis’ call
for a nationwide strike of GMAD
plants shows the way forward for
Van Nuys.

Speed- up

BY TED BAKER

SAN FRANCISCO—Inter-
national Longshoremen and
Warehousemen Local 6 is in-
creasingly finding itself in-
volved in a war with the em-
ployers over jobs and working
conditions.

This war is particularly sharp
in the substandard houses. These
are warehouses not on the Local
6 master contract, but with
whom Local 6 has signed
separate, inferior contracts.

The substandard houses have
long been a thorn in the side of
Local 6 and now, with the govern-
ment encouraged productivity
drive, it is these houses which
have taken the lead in cracking
down. Most of them are small,
peripheral busipesses, but a few
are run by giant corporations and
have managed to stay off the

. master contract through bitter

struggle against the union.
Everyday the Local 6 hiring
hall is full of union members who
are out of work, many who have
not worked for weeks. This is
.. despite the fact that, according

. to a trade journal, Distribution

Age, the warehouses are hand-
ling about six percent more
goods than last year.

On most days the only jobs dis-

“patched are to the same few sub-
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West Coast News

Bulletin reporters discuss Steelworkers Union’s national convention in Las Vegas with USWA delegates

Trial Witnesses Expose

Innocence Of Billy Smith

BY AGI

" FORT ORD—The frame-up court martial of Bﬂly D. Smlth is now- taking
place under conditions that are being prepared for all political trials.

The courthouse itself is sur- -

rounded by undercover
agents, roadblocks and MP's
who search GI's around the
area. The courtroom is a tiny

building which can hold only .

about 50 spectators, but the
Army only allows 35 to at-
tend.

One GI said, ‘‘The Army
planned on hangmg him in" the
first place, and on purpose picked

* a small huilding.”

War On The Docks

standard houses where con-
ditions are such that if a man
does not quit the first day he is
likely to be laid off.

Besides this kind of harass-
ment and speed-up, there is a
widespread practice of hiring

people and then Iaymg them off -

just before they gain seniority.
This allows the company to slip
by without paying any benefits to
their workers since the contract
only guarantees benefits for fuil
time employees.

This productivity war in the
warehouse industry, taking place
“in the middle of the presidential
‘race, is creating potentially ex-
plosive conditions in Local 6,
which faces its own elections in
another month. The issues in the
election are undoubtedly going to
center around productivity and
around the proposed merger of
the ILWU with the Teamsters.

There is a strong current of op-
position to the merger among
members stemming mainly from
a fear of the IBT bureaucracy,
which is almost universally des-
pised for its support to Nixon.

The proposed merger would
place the ILWU under the Team-
sters Constitution which gives
the final decision making power
to the International leadership.
-Under the ILWU constitution, the

. ranks have.the power to vqte on.

fall decisions.

In order toatiend, .yOour-name
is taken down and if you are in
the military, your unit is re-

- corded. This procedure is the

reason . theré has been such a
small turnout-among GI’s.
don’t want to be investigated and
watched for every little move we
make,”’ one GI fold us,.

The ‘Army is trying to show
that ‘Billy Smith is an ex-

ceptional case. But the First Ser-

geant admitted under -defense

The leadership of Local §,
along with the Stalinist op-
position, is almost certain to use
this sentiment to dredge up sup-
port for their endorsement of Mc-
Govern, made official by the
International - executive board
last Monday.

The opposition to the leader-
ship of Local 6 has come mainly
from supporters of the Com-
munist Party and the Maoist Re-
volutionary Union, both of which

are likely to run slates for the .

executive board.

Already the R.U. has come out
against the merger with the
Teamsters in their newspaper,
the Bay Area Worker, using the
argument that the main issue in-
volved is democracy. And
although the CP has not publicly
taken a position on the merger, it
is quite likely that they will come
out against it, in order to bolster
thexr campalgn for McGovern.

The task facing ware-
housemen both ILWU and IBT is
to prepare joint strike action this
sumrmer combined with a fight
for the nationalization of trans-
port and distribution industries
through the construction of a
labor party.

-Merger can create a powerful
united force if it is combined
with the fight for an alternative
leadershxp committed to this per~

spective.

‘(We .

questioning that the company
had trouble with others and just

prior to Smith’s unit moving into

the rear, some six to elght “an-
desirables’’ were sent in early fo
keep  them from 1npedmg the

stand-down.

PIN

’I‘he only evidence agamst Billy
Smith is a grenade ring and pin
found in his pocket, Asked if pos-
session of grenade pins was com-
mon,  Miller stated: “It's mot
uncommon. People would wear
them on their shirts or-hats as de-
corations.”

Some GI's were interviewed
about the case of Calley in rela-
tion to ‘this trial. One trainee
stated: “‘Calley was convicted of
killing 23 Vietnamese civilians
and is now living like a free man.
But Billy hasn’t even been con-
victed and he’s been locked up
without bail for a long time.

“They convicted him in Viet- -

nam, even before he was brought
to trial. I think they are looking

for a hanging to set an example

and to keep others from joining
in against the Army.” _
Another - toid - the Balletin:
“Calley stands for the rich peo~
ple who make profit off the war,
and who don’t care what happens
over there.” When asked about
the jury and trial conditions, he

- said:

*‘They planned to get him in the
first place. This is supposed to be
an open trial but they only let 35
people in. Any officer that Jooks
at Billy thinks he’s a killer. These
guys on the jury know what the

government wants dope with

Smoith, and. they support the
govemment n
These comments represent the
massive GI opposition to the war
and government repression. -
The frame-up measures faken
in- this trial are g clear in-

dication of the judieial pre-.
- parations being made agamstthe
whole wm'kmg elass o

.. claimed

Los Angeles

Free Press
Denounces

Arabs
BY FRED CRAWFORD

SAN FRANCISCO—A
new milestone in the .

. decay of middle class ra-

dicalism has been
reached this month by
the Los Angeles Free -
Press. This paper, along

| with the Berkeley Barb,

are the two remaining
major ‘‘underground’’
papers on the West
Coast.

In the latest issue of the
L.A. Free Press, the des-
peration of radicalism
reaches a new level. The re-
sponse of this self-pro-
‘“revolationary’”’
paper to the slaughter of Arab
guerrillas and Israeli hos-
tages by West German police
at the Olympics is to issue a
blanket condemnation of the
Arab guerrillas. ‘

The Free Press sharés this
opinion - with Nixon, Moshe -

- Dayan, and every other arch-cri- -~

minal of the ruling class. Their
editorial says.that: “All civi- -
lized peoples must condemn the -
terrorist -attack on Israeli ath-
letes by Arabs belonging to the
Black September Gronp. The
hearts of -Jewish people will un-
doubtedly - be hardened by this
terrible event against the most
‘legitimate claims. of the Pales-
tinian Arab movement.”

Thus the paper which preaches
about ‘‘peace’” ‘in Palestine
offers its full support and sym-
pathy to the hideous Zionist in-

vasion against unarmed Arab o

villages, supposedly in re-
taliation for the Munich events.

RUBBISH

Featured along with this Tub-
bish is an article by none other
than Herbert Marcuse,

Professor, Marcuse makes a plea
for the acceptance of the capi-
talist state of Israel as-a ‘‘pro--
gressive” society,

He calls for an intervention by -
United Nations troops - es-
tablishing lines of demarcation, a
‘demilitarized zone, and no‘return
of ‘displaced Arabs peasants.

But the L.A. Free Press com-
pletes its' case‘by allowing the
vilest representative of the capi-
talist right-wing to crawl info its
pages, that is, John Schmitz, Pre-
sidential candidate of the Ameri-
capn Independent Party.

Schmitz approached the Free
Press for an interview. His
message to its readers was that

he has much in common with

them and if they would only clear
the “‘communists” out of their
ravks, he could unite with them
on the basis of being antx—esta—
blishment.

Although the Free Press was
of such an alliance, the fact that
they provide Schmitz with a
public forum in the same issue in

which they take the most reac- =
tionary ruling class positions on . -
the Middle East demonstrates . .-

most sharply the real class posi-
tion of these “radxcal” muddle-
heads. = :

ideo- “"'.i;
logical father of the “New Left.” ..




Farmworkers Charge
Growers With Fraud |8
In Anti-Union Petition |

BY MICHAEL THOMPSON

SAN FRANCISCO——One of the biggest cases of |

fraud and deception in a state election has come to
light around the vicious anti-farmworker Proposi-

tion 22 in California.

 Sponsors of the voter ini-
tiative, the newly formed
political arm of the growers
called the Fair Labor Prac-
tices Committee, and the
firm they hired to get their
proposition on the ballot, used
every means to deceive those

~who signed the initiative.

Voters were told that the ini-
tiative,” which would in effect
outlaw strikes, boycotts and in
some cases even the union itself,
was not anti-farmworker but in
fact would help: the UFW and
Cesar Chavez.

FRAUD -
Others who circulated the peti-
tions covered the official state
summary of the proposed legis-

Jation with cards which' con- -

tained completely different ma-
terial.- Well -over 63,000 signa-
tures have been charged with

being obtained under false pre-

tenses, or being forgeries.

A study conducted in San Fran-
cisco on the signatures that were
obtained showed that half were
invalid. Assistant San Francisco
registrar of voters Frank Quinn
said that “‘this is a matter of un-

- precedented fraud.”

Suits now have been launched
by the Farmworkers Union and
others.to remove the proposition
from the November ballot, citing
the necessary amount of valid
signatures were not obtained if
the invalid signatures are re-
maoved.

Both Governor Reagan and At-

" torney General Evelle Younger
.. immediately came out in defense
‘of the proposition. Reagan stated

that “it would be a reversal of

~ the democratic process” to

remove the initiative even
though it clearly lacks the
“legal” requirements.

Every shred of legality and
capitalist integrity are now being
torn from. the books as business
moves to take on the trade union
movement. All the open de-
ception, lies and tricks are to be
used in the first round of anti-
labor legislation aimed at taking
the legal rights of unions away.

The Farmworkers Union has
launched a massive campaign
against Proposition 22. They un-
derstand well that if the legis-
lation is passed the end of the
union would be on the agenda.

The campaign against the at-
tack on the farmworkers will be
taken up by the Workers League
and the Young Socialists in the
Sept. 24 march called by UFW.

We will march with banners
calling for the formation of a

labor party to combat all the poli-
tical attacks on the union move-
ment by both capitalist parties,
and to rally the trade unions and
youth to defend the farm-
workers.

Steelworkers Pres:dent L.W. Abel speaks at union’s convention, Abeve him is picture of Philip Murray,
To the left of rostrum :s AFL-C10 President Geurge Meanv who also spoke. See article page 3.~

BY ROBERT GREEN

Van Nuys GM Men Jom
Revolt Over Lme S|

LOS ANGELES—The only thing that stands between the ranks of United Auto b
Workers Local 645 and strike action at the Van Nuys General Motors Assembly. -

Division (GMAD) plant is international sanctlon now that the mandatory fwe o

day negotiation period has passed.

One UAW member working
on the body assembly line
said: “We want to live like
human beings not animals.

GM is trying to suck every
last drop out of ns. We must
strike before they kill us and

we have to support the strike

Tenants Blast S.F. Public Housing

BY MARTY MORAN

SAN FRANCISCO—The San
Francisco Housing Authority is
engaged in a vicious effort to pit
its tenants against the building
workers who do maintenance
work.

A public meeting attended by
many angry tenants last
Thursday centered on the lack of

. maintenance, garbage collec-

tion, utilities and other neces-
sary services. Housing Author-
ity offxcxals were blasted for

neglect of the elementary needs
of the tenants for health and
safety and for the long delays
required before repairs were
made, :

Housing Authomty chaxrman
Reverend Hamilton Boswell then
denounced the ‘‘despicable situa-

tion’’ and said he would call a

special meeting of all. SFHA per-
sonnel to threaten mass firings if
work was not done better. “If
- they’re not going to do ‘their
work, we'll fire them: We can do

N it i ATl S et i)

Publg: |

| Contribution: $1.00

Meeting syn DAY, OCT. 8
HOTEL SAN FRANCISCAN
1231 MARKET ST, — ‘NOB H".L ROOM

2PM

- Spansored by the Workers League
3004 16th S!., San Francisco: Phone: 621-1310

- Movement—Tim Wehlforth -

$17.00 covers everything mcludmg

Workers League
& Young Socialists
invite you fo '

WEEKEND OF!

EDUCATIONS|

RECREATION

Lectures: ‘ '
1. Pragmatism and the Develop»‘
ment of the American Labor

2. Pragmatism and the Marxist
Theory of Knowledge—*'ﬂm Wohl-
forth

3. A Methodological Approach to -
Marx’ Capital—Dennis O’Casey

transportation

: ~ Nov.45 '
in the Redwoods north of
‘San Francisco.

a far better job with"what we've
got than what we're doing."’ -

DETERIORATION
The deterioration of the 8000
units ‘of public housing .in San
Francisco is a deliberate attack

. on the working - class. families

who live in these projects,
carried out .consciously by the
two capitalist parties and by the
government bureaucracy.. =

The SFHA seeks-to cover its

planned assault on.both its
tenants andits employees with
promises -about . new construc-
tion and modernization. 4
member ° of Waitresses - Upion
Local 48 who lives in the giant
Qunnydale project told the

‘Bulletin “about the moderni-
‘zation proposal. :
“They set up this ‘model apart-

ment’ which was real nice and

. lots of people went to see it. They
promised to fix up all the apari~

ments to look like the model one,
but it's been 18 months and I
don’t know. of anybody who has

- gotten anything done.”

" Every year SFHA receives
enough requests for housing to
fill all its projects from scratch.
In 1970, over 4200 working class
families who were driven by high

rents had to-be turned away.

The need for adequate housing
can only be met by the nationali-

zation of construction so that
‘building can be planned for the

benefit of working people not left
to the laws of the profit system.

‘no matter what happens

Following the national pattern -

of speed-up and wnemployment =
which began initially at Lords-

town and Norwood and has now
spread. with the model
changeover to an increasing list" -
of GMAD plants, GM’s refusal to.
budge in the face of overwhelm-.
ing ‘strike votes is a vxrtual i
declaration of war.

DESPERATE SRR P
In a desperate bid for higher.

" profits, GM Van Nuys has

cranked the line rate since the

beginning of August from46toan =~ |
average of 53.5 cars per hour. In .~

addition to the 17 percent in-

crease, they have refused. to. Lo

rehire anyone ‘with less than 1971 -
seniority. This has now been '
modified but .over 100 workers

‘have yet to return to their jobs.

- One . comimitteeman inter-
viewed by the Bulletin said:
“There is just too much workand
we can’t keep up with it. Before
the changeover from Fisher
Body to GMAD in 1968, produc- .-
tion standards used to be set by *

the men working the line. With - g
GMAD, they just keep increasing

the line speed.

“It's gone from 40.5 in some e

cases to 55 cars per hoar since . -
1968, What's more, we had 3700in
the plant at that time, and now
it’s down to abont 3100. -

“4A lot of thé machinery is . -
either obsolute or dreamedup by - -
the engineering department and. ..~
stuck together with baling wire .
and gum. When it breaks down .

' they expect us to makeupfor the =~

extra load.
“A ot of the men can’t or“

won't take it, and the amount of = -
disciplinary layoffs and
gmevancesmthelasﬁewmouths o
' extaendmg the pmad of layoﬁs,;

( Conti noeﬂ On Page 19)
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