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St. Louns Ironworkers shut down construction sites in the area to demand hiring
hall to -defend thelr jobs against growing unemployment. See story on Page 4.
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BY BOB MICHAELSON
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' JERSEY CITY, N.J. —The, Amﬁrlé:an Can Company announced
of its factories across the
- country and sell another three in the Us. and Canada as part of an

~ effort to consolidate the production facilities. Close to five
thousand workers will be thrown out of their jobs by these

The decision of American Can to undertake these closures exposes the real
developments that are occurring throughout the country. Behind all the
guarded talk about a *‘new economic boom’ in the country, Nixon’s econorgic
policies are creating the conditions for massive shutdowns of whole sections of

The government is axdmg the big corporations in every possible way to con-
solidate and rationalize their production through automation and speed-up.

The American Can Companv is not losing money. Its profits are bigger than

(cOnfmued On Page 18)

Union McGovern Drive Covers Pay Board lleh-eai

-As we go to press the Pay Board is holdmg a joint
session with the Price Commission to evaluate the

5. 5 per cent freeze on wages and to map out new

- plans for slashing wages even further.
AIready Arthur Burns, Nixon’s

EDITORIAL economic adviser, has let 1t be known

that the Administration considers the
5.5 guideline “‘much too great.”

Having trimmed down first year increases in 1972
by over 4%, the Democratic and Republican sup-
ported Pay Board is now demanding more blood
from American workers in the form not only of pay
cuts by increased productivity. .

It is the inaction of the labor Ieadershlp which is responsible
for this new round of attacks on the unions. The Pay Board can
and must be stopped now. The AFL-CIO must call for strike
action now by the labor movement in defiance of the Pay
Board. This must be joined with the call for a Congress of
Labor to build a labor party now.

_ After being forced off the Pay Board by the anger of the
ranks the labor bureaucrats have sat it out as contracts have

been ripped up and workers robbed of their hard won in-

creases. They have encouraged locals'to take pay cuts to keep

profit making going. They have refused to take a single step to

mobilize labor in action against this Pay Board and to or-

ganize a political battle against the corporation’s parmes in
~ this election year. Nt

Now in answer to Nixon's.
new plans to hit the unions a

- section of the labor bureau-

cracy is whipping up support

for George McGovern. - Ae-

cording to one member of the
McGovern-Shriver Labor
Committee, Joseph Beirne,
head of the Communications
Workers of America, “‘If Nix-

on is re-elected then workers
can anticipate -more and
tighter wage control while

: pnces and profits contmue to

rise.”
- This attempt to' push

‘McGovern as an alternative
“to the wage freezing pro-

gram of both the entire
Democratic and Republican

See Page 9
Final Part
in this is-
sue—Fea-
turing —

Of The

AN ANSWER TC THOSE WHC VILE ¥ UL 10| Air

The Open Idealism .
IMG. |

parties is getting its biggest

boost from the American

Communist Party.: ‘ :
In an attempt to turn the

labor movement behind =
McGovern the Communist

Party has daily lashed out at

George Meany and 1.W. Abel ;

and the decision of the AFL-
CI0 Executive Council to re-

‘main neutral in the elections,

The August 4th editorial of
the Daily World hailed the de-
cision of the UAW leadership

to support McGovern: “The
national conference of some

2,000 United Auto Workers -
political action

Detroit is the first major
trade union response to
George Meany's pro-Nixon,

FIFTEEN CENTS

= As American Can Closes 9 Plants

EMassive
Unemployme
Threatens
US.Cities

34,

re-
presentatives this Sunday in

-

3]
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strike-breaking “neutrality R

effort.” ,
- While the ‘World talks of

Nixon’s “‘open shap ;}olitics” :
and his “anti-labor aims,”

the pro-labor man, the man to
{Continved On Page8)

- McGovern is being painted as i
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NLF Opens New Stage
Of Offensive With
Victories Near Saigon

| BY MELODY FARROW
The offensive of the NLF and the North Vietnamese Army against the puppet
troops of President Thieu has decisively entered its second stage. Saigon is
rapidly becoming isolated as hberatlon forces gain control of wide areas ]ust

AUGUST 21, 1972

outside the capital.

‘The new offensive is
centered in the rice growing
region of the Mekong Delta.
Last week 6,000 troops of the
NLF massed outside the town

~ of Cai Lay, 50 miles south-
west of Saigon on the main
road.

In the closest fighting to Saigon

- yet, NLF troops scored a tremen-
dous victory in the rubber planta-
tions 17 miles to the east, inflic-
ting heavy casualties on Thieu’s
troops.

In the Delta region northwest
of Saigon, liberation troops with
heavy tanks drove the Cambo-
dian government troops out of
Kompong Tranek, This area is of

great importance as the rice for-

Saigon is grown here and must be
transported by the Mekong river
40 ‘'miles of which is now con-

visors have vainly urged Thieu to

_abandon the effort which has cost
the South Vietnamese Army 4,000
dead and wounded out of a force
of 20,000, and the destruction of
three of its nine elite battalions.
~ The latest phase of this offen-
sive began shortly after Henry
Kissinger, - Nixon’s. advisor,
returned after his 15th trip to
have secret talks with repre-
sentatives of the Hanoi govern-
ment.

These talks produced nothing.
The North Vietnamese have in-
sisted on the removal of Presi-
dent Thieu and a political settle-

.- ment before any ceasefire. To

back up their demands they have
been able to rely on the con-
tinuing determination of the
workers and peasants in the
liberation army to win.

While the NLF is dealing Thieu

BY ED SMITH

‘Newly-elected Japanese Prime Minister Kakuei
Tanaka will soon be embarking on two foreign jour-
- neys. These will be crucial to a Japanese capitalism

facing its greatest crisis

At the end of this month
Tanaka will meet with Presi-
dent Nixon in Hawaii. Their
discussion will center on U.S.
demands. that the Japanese

drastically revalue their cur-.

rency, the Yen. In this way

the growing Japanese chal- §
lenge to U.S. capitalism

- would be undercut.
. Postwar Japanese capitalism'’s
- “economic miracle” was based
on massive exports based on in-

ternational financing. A revalua- -
tion of the Yen, in the context of

international recession and

monetary instability, would deal

a catastrophic blow to the Japan-
“ese economy. - -

When Prime Minister Tanaka
~sits down with Nixon later this
month he will be confronting the
prospect of ‘international trade
warwhich could literally. wipe
out rajor sections of the export-
based. Japanese economy.

JAVITS -
- Republican Senator. Jacaob
- Jayits, echomg the thinking of
Nixon, has given Tanaka an ul-

txmatum to cut back on Japan’s -
~-huge trade surplus with the U.S.,,
holding out the threat of a U.S.-

forced: revaluation of the Yen.
‘Behind Javits’ -dark language

‘stands the threat of trade sanc- .

tlons and bamers to Japanese

i

since World War II.

Japanese Prime Ministe

goods. This would be catas-
trophic to Japanese exports. The

U.S. has sought to cut down its
- trade deficit by forcing Japanese
purchases of billions of dollars of

U.S. goods—including such “‘ne-
cessities” as old a:rplanes and a
10-year supply or uranium:

- Faced with such threatening
pI‘OSpECtS,

searching for some way -out of
the tightening noose being drawn

“round their. neck by theeco-

nomic . crisis.
. Tanaka has startled observers
_with the speed with which he has.

-moved- to open up relations with:
Communist China. A full-scale’
state visit has been tentatively

arranged by Tanaka to Pekmg
for Sept. 23. . "

The Japanese leaders. ob-
viously hope to open up China as

Tanaka and his-
friends have been frantically

brutal; sadistic tortures which go
on every day in South Viet-
namese prisons.

A New York Times correspon-

“dent has received accounts of the

tortures of three students. The
first, Nguyen Thi Yen, was beat-
en unconscious and then burnt
with cigarettes on her breasts.
Nixon is merely shifting the
war. from ground troops, who

" refused to fight, to the most

sophisticated and destructive
weapons ever conceived. On
August 5th, Jack Anderson

revealed that the Defense’

Department had sponsored
research on the use of laser
beams against human beings.
Experiments done on rabbits and
monkeys showed that the beams
could explode the eyeball and
completely blind the victim.

The weapons and techniques
being used against the Viet-
namese people are a preparation

a new field for trade as a sub-
stitute for Western markets that
may soon be drastically cut.
But it is obvious that opening
up of China to trade would not
begin to meet the economic dis-

aster Japan faces. There must be’
‘an accounting with Japan’s

working class,
Sections of the labor move-
ment like the bureaucrats of the

- Ladies’ Garment Workers and

Steelworkers are trying to.whip
up a ‘demagogic campaign

‘against Japan. They hope to

make American workers believe
that" unemployment - and shut-
downs ‘come not from the bank-
ruptey of capitalism but from
Japanese competition.
Nothing could be further from

‘the truth. American economic

nationalism and protectionism is
a’ two-edged sword. Japanese

capitalism is built upon massive

American financial investment,
Disruption of trade with Japan
would destroy many big Ameri-
can companies with huge in-

vestments in Japan or which:

have large markets in Japan. The
effect in areas of heavy Japan-

ese investment ' like Asia, Aus--

tralia, and the West Coast would
be devastating: -

" More ‘than this, a U.S. finan- ‘

cial attack on Japan would not
only drive ‘Japan to the wall but
could provide the final push for a

“complete breakdown of in-

‘ternational trade and finance.

.This would"push unemployment

in" America ‘and- all capitalist

-countries up. to catastrophic
levels, just as a similar break- -
* ‘down did during the Depression.

el s

Bridge in North Vietham was bombed by U.S. laser-guided bombs.

Angela Davis Ignores
Czech Appeal To Aid
Political Prisoners

BY OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
The Prague frame-up trials are grinding ahead
with a total of 46 supporters of the former Dubcek
regime now sentenced to jail.

given three and a half years and
"both sons were given two and two
and a half years respectively.

Husak is determined to wipe

out all those who refuse to give
up their support for the liberal
reforms of the Dubcek period.
This means Husak would have to
put the entire population of
Czechoslovakia on trial.

ANGELA

Angela Davis and the Ameri-
can Communist Party have
maintained complete silence
about the trials despite per-
sistent appeals to Angela Davis
to intervene on their behalf. Dai-

“: 1y World, the paper of the Ameri-

can CP, has not published one
word about the trials.

When the trials began last
month, the Czech underground
-opposition, ‘‘Citizens Freedom
Movement,”” appealed to Angela
Davis in a letter smuggled out of
the:country to use her influence
to seek permission to attend the
trials. The letter stated:

“Your victory against a
seeeingly -all-powerful, arrogant
bureaucratic machine...is a
source of inspiration to us in-our
struggle.”

“Unlike you, the defendants

cannot hope for moral or ma-
terial support from their coun-
trymen because any: public ex-
pression of sympathy would auto-
matically result in -police
measures against such sym-
pathlzers ”

Jiri Pelikan, formerly ‘head of
Czechoslovak television and now
“living in 'Rome-also-appealed to

quittal she has turned her back
on the Czechoslovak political pri-
soners who have been sentenced
without any proof of their *‘sub-
versive”’ activities and without
even a public trial.

FRANCE

Some of the European Com-
munist parties have heen forced
to make meek criticisms of the
purge trials. The French trade
union federation CGT, con-
trolled by the Communist Party,
stated:

‘‘Last February, . the CGT
bureau - informed the Central
Council of the Czechoslovak un-
ions the concern and feelings of
French workers about the situa-
tion in Czechoslovakia. We then
received the assurance that there
would be no political trials. The
trials in’ progress, whose poli-
tical character is obvious, con-
tradict these assurances. The
CGT strongly deplores it.”

This statement reflects the
deep unease and hostility that
these = trials have provoked
among French workers who have
experienced bitter betrayals un-

der ‘their Stalinist ‘leadership.

The mild criticism of the French
Communist Party itself has a far
more cynical reason. It is known
that the French CP, led by

'George Marchais, handed over
documents of the Dubcek regime -
-to Moscow. to .be used as evi-

dence in future frame-up trials.
Marchais now raises certain re-
servations about the trials only to

preserve his coalition with anti- -

communist Francois Mitterand
and the-Socialist Party.
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Migrant
Workers Sue

Tobacco
Growers

For Damages

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

HARTFORD,
Charging  tobacco
ers with not providing
adequate meals, some 27
Puerto Rican migrant
workers are suing the Ge-
neral Cigar Company and the
Swiss Tobacco Growers As-
sociation in the U.S. District
Court in New Haven.

These workers are part of the
4,000 non-unionized migrant
workers who are employed by to-
bacco corporations in the Con-
necticut and Western Mas-
sachusetts area.

The workers pay $16.31 a week
for three hot meals daily which
they say are not being served.
The workers especially hate the
lunches which amount to a cold
sandwich.

Soup is served only to those
with thermos bottles and the
company claims that soup con-
stitutes a hot meal. Supper is
reported to typically consist of a
mixture of beans, rice, and a
little chicken.

One worker at a camp of the
General Cigar Company in Tims-
bury said, ““The meals would
make you laugh.”

The workers are seeking com-
pensation for the amount of
money they have been over-
charged for these meals. The
also seek $25 in damages for eac
of the 4000 workers working on
the tobacco fields in Con-
necticut.

Conn.—
grow-

Meatcutters Discontent Erupis In
Leadership Contest At Convention

BY MARK ROSS AND
BRUCE McKAY

MIAMI BEACH,
Fla.—Most of the
critical issues facing the
550,000 members of the
Amalgamated Meat
Cutters and Butcher
Workmen were con-
sciously avoided by the
International leadership
during a week-long con-
vention just concluded
here.

This convention marked the
virtual abandonment of the
fight taken up by this union
against the wage freeze and
the Pay Board, when its 100,-
000 packinghouse members
were called out on a one day
general strike last fall to op-
pose a Pay Board decision to

hold up a wage increase in the
industry.

McGOVERN

The leadership consciously
moved to channel the fight
against the Pay Board into a
vote-hustling maneuver for
McGovern. The Democratic
nominee was brought in on the
second day to address the con-
vention, whereupon the leader-
ship forced through a unanimous
endorsement of McGovern.

A left cover for this was
provided the next day when
David Lewis, federal leader of

Labor Support Grows

BY ESTHER GALEN
NEW YORK~—Support is growing for the fight to win parole
for Juan Farinas. Lionel Williams, of Boilermakers Union
Local 614 and Recording Secretary of the New London Labor
Council, Carlos Heredia, President of OLAS, and .Jack Spiegel,
official of the United Shoe Workers in Chicago have all sent
letters to the Board of Parole urging Farinas’ release.

Support has also come from the
Taxi Rank and File Coalition and
the Drivers for a Decent Con-
tract in New York, and from Tim
Craine of the New Haven Federa-
tion of Teachers. Local 10 of the
ILWU has written, '*Juan
Farinas was convicted for exer-
cising what must certainly be his
right of free speech under the
first amendment...”’

Juan Farinas is now awaiting a
decision on his request for
parole, after having served six
months of a two year sentence
for violating the Selective Ser-
vice Act. The Defense Com-

mittee is campaigning in-
tensively now to win his freedom,
as the decision may come as
early as Friday.

Farinas was originally tried
and convicted in December 1970
for leafleting against the Viet-
nam war at his induction center.
At no time planning to avoid in-
duction, Farinas was framed up
for taking up a fight against the
war, as a war of big business on
workers and peasants in Vietnam
and the U.S.

Nixon intervened on behalf of
mass-murderer Calley. As the

Amalgamated Meatcutters Union convention in Miami Beach voted to support McGovern for President.

the New Democratic Party,
Canada's labor party, addressed
the convention and added his
blessings for McGovern. Both
Lewis and Fred Dowling, retiring
Canadian distriet director, tried
to indicate that the Demoeratic
Party in the U.S. and the NDP
were identical.

This convention’s delegates
were in large measure the secon-
dary leadership, local and dis-
trict business representatives,
presidents and secretary-trea-
surers with the greater propor-
tion of rank-and-file delegates

coming from the packinghouse,
fur and leather and Canadian
locals.

DISCONTENT

Much of the discontent about

the way things were going came
to the surface on the question of
electing district directors as op-
posed to having the Interna-
tional Executive Board desig-
nate them, and the election of the
union’'s president. The lead-
ership - managed to get the
proposal to elect district direc-
tors defeated although a signi-

For Farinas Parole

government intensifies bombing
dikes, hospitals, and schools in
Vietnam, it must try to silence
those who seek to give lead-
ership to the working class
against the war, Pay Board,
jailing of union leaders and pro-
posed legislation against irade
unions.

SUPPORT

Support is also expected from
Bridgeport steelworkers,
teachers.. and IAM members;
Baltimore longshoremen,
members of 1199, and the Bakery
and Confectionery Union; and
New York CSEA Local 1707.

Motions of support will be
presented to the Baltimore Ship-
builders Local 33, the New York
Executive Council of 1199, and
the St. Louis Labor For Peace
Executive Committee. -

Lectures:

ledge—Tim Wohlforth
tal—Dennis O’Casey

East Coast
Sept. 22-24

N.Y.

1. Pragmatism and the Development of “the|
American Labor Movement—Tim Wohlforth §
2. Pragmatism and the Marxist theory of Know-g

$17.00 covers everything including transportation |

on a private lake in the
Catskills near Port Jervis,

Workers League & Young Sccialists invite you to

WEEKEND OF EDUCATION_
& RECREATION s

3. A methodologxcal Approach to Marx’s Capi-@

Midwest

Sept. 16-17
at a camp on Lake Men-
dota near Madison, Wis-
consin.

West Coast

Nov. 4-5
in the Redwoods north of
San Francisco.

Juan Farinas

From the West Coast letters
are being sent to the Parole
Board by Art Carter, Executive
Secretary of the Contra Costa
Labor <Council,
pinsky,
presentative, AFSCME, John
Poole, Executive Committee,
AFSCME Local 2167, and Susan
Anmiller, Executive Com-
mittee, AFSCME Local 2077.

Letters urging Farinas’ parole
should be mailed immediately
to: U.S. Board of Parole, 101 In-
diana Avenue, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20537, and a copy
sent to the Defense Commitiee.

Fund raising activities are also
planned, such as a variety show
August 25 in Chicago, a flea
market in New Haven, and
dances and book sales in other
cities. Funds are needed to carry

.on the work of the Commiiteé

and to continue to support Juan's
family. Send contributions to:
Juar Farinas Defense Com-
mittee, 135 West 14th Street, 6th
Floor, New York, New York
weit,

Maxine Wol-s
International Re-~

ficant number of
delegates—almost 40%—voted
for it.

Incumbent president Joe

-Belsky found himself challenged

for election by vice-president
Clifton Caldwell. Belsky had
been chosen earlier in the year
when Thomas J. Lloyd decided to
retire, Originally indicating that
he would retire at this conven-
tion, Belsky was put forward at
the head of a complete slate of
candidates drawn up by Secre-
tary-Treasurer Pat Gorman, who
is the top leader in the Interna-
tional; having held either his pre-

sent office or that of president

for forty years.

Caldwell was put forward by a
section of the secondary
leadership who wanted to see
many of the official policies of
the union. adopted at econventions
vears ago, actually put into
effect. Caldwell also received the
almost unanimous support of the
Canadian delegates, one of whom
told this reporter that: “In
Canada we are fighting for a
sixty-thirty = retirement pro-
gram~vou retire after either
sixty vears of age or thirty years
of service. Now how the hell can
I'go in and demand that an
employer allow my people to
retire at 60, when he will throw
back the fact that the union's
president is over 70?"

POLLACK

The vote for Caldwell ex-
pressed this discontent, as well
as over the nearly sub-
merged—and very crucial—issue
of plant closings and auto-
mation. The feelings of the top
leadership were indicated when
they scheduled vice president
Ralph Helstein to briefly speak
on the issue in the last half hour
of the convention, along with a
report by Local 427 president
Sam Pollack, who heads a special
union task force on automation
and technical development. :

Pollack had nominated
Caldwell. Interviewed by this
reporter, he showed copies of

.convention resolutions going

back {o 1964 indicating clearly
that the union leadership knew
for years what kind of changes
were corning and sat on its hands
in most cases. Pollack said that
those supporting Caldwell
wanied these policies imple-
mented. '
During the convention,
Caldwell showed that be had few
{Continved On'Page 18}
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~~demonstrated wha
. expect at Miami, the Minneapolis ¢

- «.CLUC . responded with - it’s

1972

St.. Louis ironworkers of Local 396 have struck construction sites

to demand  union-control

of hiring,

through a hiring hall.

Minneapolis Unions

Reaffirm

Call

For Labor Parfy

BY JEAN BRUST

MINNEAPOLIS*I 've recieved calls at mv home ,
~and here at the office from people interested in our.

action, ”Tom Loberg, President of the Minneapolis
Central Labor  Union Counc11 told the Bulletm

reporter.

~ “They felt their wants and
needs were heing by-
the

passed....that
Workmgmen s needs could be

dealt with more effectively
. than they are being dealt with

now....The Labor Party is

certamly not a dead issue.as’

far as we are concerned.”
But in spite of these commerxts
the leadership. of the CLUC has
failed to take any steps to imple-
ment its resolution or even ‘to
oppose David Roe, president of
the Minnesota State AFL-CIO
body, in his attempts to rescue

the: fragmented Democratic

Party-Labor alliance, at least on
the state level.

v After the conventxon of the -
" state"DFL‘(Minnesota’s '

‘Democratic Party) at which the
oliticians
:Labor could .

historic ‘resolution calling for a

" Labor Party. Roe reacted by
~ organizing and ‘then issuing a

““Joint Statement’’ of the
‘Minnesota AFL-CIO, the UAW,

_Teamstef’s, "and - the Farmers -
" Union “on ‘issues affecting the
" people of Minnésota.” =

" This - innocuous -statement
carefully avoids taking a position
on anything- controversial affec-
- ting the ~workers such as the

~__massive - plant- closings like

.'Honeywell,- Moline, or Armour,
“The only word.for. the thousands
.of Moline workers deprived of

- their hard-earned pensions, for

.example, is the following, “A

‘.‘j”self-supportmg Federal Agency

“should be created to insure pen-

" sion plans agamst barkrupey and

; f m1smana gement”
So Weak

‘state’ level,
“mend the broken Democratic-

'headmg in-that dlrectlon

is the statement -

that the state DFL Central Com—‘ :

mittee was: able to adopt it two

~ days later. By this maneveur Roe .
and his. coborts hope to corral -

Minnesota workers back into sup-
port of the Democrats on the
‘while working  to

Labor allianice nationally. But of
course this:alliance cannot. be
mended; Faced with the needs of
the capltahst crisis—which ever

party is in:.power can only
prepare ever sharper-attacks on
the workers—leaving not even'a’

fig-leaf of reform talk for those
like the bureaucrats or Stalinists

to seek to claim the Democrats. Loraln_Cuyatha Works of  U.S.

. Steel, ‘which. was’ . sent to *‘all

differ from the Republicans. -
Nonetheless, Roe seeks to use

the DFL adoptlon of this state-
ment as just such a figleaf. He =
' hails this.developrent and looks "
forward to more such action with
clear statement of intent, “I'do™
not- mean development of “ai:

pohtlcal party—we: are not

HATRED o
In fact Roe is domg allhe can to

- head off the growing movemernt

toward a Labor Party. Hence his

~cooperation with- John Reu-

ther,. "~nephew ~ of Victor

Reuther

natlonal no-endorsement policy.
-This "hatred' of the workers,

fanned by.. growing: unemploy- v
ment and additional -threatened: .
“plant clossings as well as the’
continued attack on wages by the .

*_(ContinuedOn Page 18) -

who 18 usmg the
. prestlge of his name among
‘union bureaucrats to campaign
- for McGovern. At the same time,’
the hatred of Minnesota workers
for both-McGovern and Nixon is :
- so strong that as of now the state
-+ ‘union officials are supperting the
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tween the Contractors As-
sociations and the union have
been proceeding for four
months, no headway has been
made on the major issue,
union control of hiring.

Under the present system the

iron workers must go directly to
the contractor to get hired. This
enables the contractor to pick
and choose whoever he wants, in
spite of seniority. The defense
against this arbitrary policy of
hiring is the establishment of a
hiring hall where the bosses
would have to go to the union to
hire, thereby preserving the se-
niority system:
. The bosses and the workers are
both standing firm on this issue.
Pickets at the Chromaliloy Plaza
site in Clayton told the Bulletin:
“Qur backs are against the wall,
we have no alternative but to win
this one.”

At the present time one third of
the St. Louis building and con-
struction trade unionists-are un-
employed. The contractors are
using . this situation to destroy
seniority rights. Permit and Non-
Permit workers are being hired
at lower wages while the older
‘unionists are being laid off.

"The St. Louis daily press has
opened up with a vicious smear

—campaign -on the construction

‘workers strike. Both the con-

~tractors and the press have at-

tempted to blame the unemploy-

‘ment in the industry on the high

wages of the workers them-

-selves. In order to isolate the
workers here; they have also |
-claimed that unemployment in

the industry is limited to St.
Louis only. This is obviously rub-
bish:

Although negotiations be-

BY HOWARD WEST

At present all construction in
Southern Illinois is shut down by
a strike of the East St. Louis -
based Iron Workers Local 392. In
July hundreds of thousands of
building workers were on strike
or locked out in New York,
Minneapolis and Chicago. In June
building workers demonstrated
to the order of 50,000 in Norris-
town, Pa. and 20,000 in Boston
against precisely the same con-
ditions the St. Louis Iron
Workers face, that is unem-
ployment and government spon-
sored scabbing.
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' 8t. Louis Iron Workers
Strike For Hiring Hall

ST. LOUIS—AIl major construction in this area was brought to a halt on Wed-
nesday, August 9th when members of Iron Workers Local 396 went on strike.
The Local’s 1200 members had been working without a contract since August

The pickets interviewed by the
Bulletin agreed that neither of
the major parties had anything to

offer labor. The question of a

labor party was taken up en-
thusiastically. One picket said:

“I think we need a labor party
because there are no differences
between the Republicans or the
Democrats, every time they fail
to come up with their election
promises. I believe we have to
get something different. With
Nixon freezing wages and not
profits, it’s not right.”

GMAD Changeover Spells
More Layoffs In St. Louis

BY CAROL MARKS
ST. LOUIS—Autoworkers here are presently returning after
model changeover at the Fisher Body, Chevrolet Truck and
Corvette General Motors plants. The changeover at the Fisher
Body and truck plants took seven weeks to complete due to ex-

tensive alterations to the line.

These alterations are part of
the implementation of GMAD
(General Motors Assembly Divi-
sion). As one autoworker put it
this week, ‘‘They can call it what
they like, but GMAD means
speed-ups and layoffs."’

Since GMAD has been set up,
the management has laid off 1,-
000 workers. Now it is rumored
that after this- extensive model
changeover; 300. more will lose
their jobs. As the men returned
to work, there was tension, even
among the senior workers, since
no indication has been given of
which jobs are to be eliminated.

STRIKE
However, the determination of
the men on the line was ex-

pressed by a number of workers
who told the Bulletin that a strike
was inevitable and necessary in
the face of these attacks. The
workers were anxious for more
information about the situation
at the Norwood plant, where the
‘UAW has been on strike for some
16 weeks against GMAD.

The management in St. Louis is
counting on the UAW Local 25
union leadership to contain the
men and allow the plant to
produce the vitally needed '73
models. The ranks must fight to
implement the strike vote taken
last spring, and lead the way for
a nationwide UAW strike to shut
down all of GMAD. This fight
cannot be delayed a moment
longer.

Forémen Push Productivity In Steel Mills

BY DAN FRIED

LORAIN Ohlo——The current drivé for “‘productivity,” being pursued most viciously by those

vengeance against the steelworkers. .

The July.20, 1972 issue of the
Lorain Labor Leader, published
by Local 1104 of the United Steel-
workers -of America, prints a
letter signed - by the General
Foreman, Machine Shop, of the,

Machine Shop Superv1smn”
(foremen) ;

Camplalmng about the 1ength
of time that three employees al-
legedly took: to .complete a cer-
‘tain-job,. the letter stated:

“I-want-each-of the.salaried .
... “Turn. Foremen for the three turns .
.to explain. to . the three ma-
-i-chinists mvolved in' this fiasca
-that there will be no further
excuse for this type of act1v1ty '
This includes anyone else in the |
shop that may be performing in-

the same manner.,
“‘It is a proven fact, that people

. will perform . accordmg ‘es-
. tablished standards—if they
* know what the standards are and
' if they also know that their super-
visor will accept no less. Each of
you are well aware of what is'ex- -
pected in the areas of pro-
* ‘ductivity and housekeeping. It is

your- responsﬂnhty to get out into

the “shop” and’ spend ‘time -ob- -
serving...what each man or

group is doing and how-they‘are

~‘doing -it.-‘Begin ‘checking on'the
ate Of ngress of each }Ob on

your turn.
- “Where 'you find people ‘who
are- not performing to ex-

. pectations, you are going to have

to begin to kick a few asses, and,
if that doesn’t work, assess time
off. This goes for every man in
the shop—from' group leader
down to sweeper. Stop accepting
excuses . from . everyone - and,
“more important, ‘stop 1nventmg
reasons to. justify their actions.
“Forget that Joe and Harry

. are ‘good guys’ because they

,really put out a ‘breakdown’ job.

““breakdown’ is ‘what we should
expect them-to'do on every job
they are assighed. '

“These nien are paid for a fair

days work and, on the basis of .

eight hours pay per-day. We are

fortunate to- receive 75% or six
“hours . of good, honest work from -

‘most of them. The unfortunate
-thing is-that we, as supervisors
“are to blame, not the wage roll
-man, -because  we continue: to
accept this:level of output and, in
doing so, we in effect tell them
that is all we expect of them.

“1 want each of you to get to
the -people on ‘your ‘turn when
they are not pulling their share of
~the-load and- explain' that what

“may have been: acceptable work

“three yéars ago is no longer the-

standar
I T,

‘What you see them do on the -

‘year:
POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK, :

“Youhave to-lay it on . nuv. Prmfed m U.SA

‘giant corporations who are announcing record profits, is now being sharply brought in with a

the line and make them under-
stand that the quality and quan-
tity of work they produce must
improve.

““As much as we need crafts-
men, we don’'t need people who
do nothing more than come to
work and put in eight hours just
to collect a pay check. The only
thing they accomplish is to make
your job hard and to waste shop
time and compary money.
“LET’S GET  WITH
IT—NOW"’

A union 'spokesman remarked
on'this letter, “if this was an in-

“dication of how the company was

going to interpret the Pro-
‘ductivity Issue, then I do not
intend to have any part of serving
on any assoclated group or com-
mlttee
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Layoffs, Speed-up Hit Submarine Builders

BY ABULLETIN
REPORTING
TEAM

NEW LONDON,
Conn.—This is one
of the oldest cities

in the United

States. Since the
American Revo-
lution New London
and the sur-
rounding area in-
cluding Groton has
been a vital base
for the U.S. Navy
and an important
center of the ship-
building industry.

Today, the home of the
largest submarine base
in the world, New Lon-

don is actually the heart
of the naval power of

American imperialism.

Those are the ‘“‘items of
interest’’ listed in every
travel brochure issued by the
New London tourist infor-
mation service. What the
brochures do not reveal is
‘that New London is also a city
with one of the highest and
growing unemployment rates
in Connecticut. :

- Unemployment has hit New
London hard. General Dynamics
Corporation-Electric Boat Divi-
sion has been for over a genper-
ation the hackbope of New Lon-
don’s industry—the most impor-
tant source of employment for
the city’'s workers. I was in the
New London plant of General
Dynamics, which spans and
dominates the city’s riverfront,
that the first nuclear submarine,
the Polaris, was constructed.

Four years ago General
Dynamics employed over 15,000
workers. Today that number has
been cut to almost half by
massive layoffs which are still
continuing. As Lionel Williams,
of the Boilermakers Union Local
614 and who is Recording
“Secretary of the New London
‘Labor Council explained: ““There
. 'is no work. There is no work in

the yard and there is no work ont

of the yard either. Construction

work 'is ‘the worst’ m‘fbif,tm

Top, nuclear svbmamne Sits beside Generat Dynamscs dock at New London. The company’s hunger for
profits has led to housing in the city decaying so many workers live in hames like those shown abave.

years. There are no ships in the
yard. There’s been layoffs over
the last year or so. The general
employment picture is poor, very.
poor. In the last year you couldn’t

get by a month without someone

getting it.”

SAFETY

Those remaining in the plant
are forced to work under the
most dangercus health con-
ditions. A hospital ambulance is
an integral part of the plant. The
extensive elecefrical work in-
volved in the industry has caused
regular fatalities inside the
plant.

As Williams, who works in the
plant explameci to the Bulletin,

~ “The shops themselves are high

risks. It not just chvious types of
accidents like people being killed
every day. We lose maost of our
people by electmcuhm, by falls,

marine to you; it’s like a maze of
piping, . cables, wires, and of
course if you penetrate a piece of
metal ‘you might hit a high

* pressure line. But even this isn't

where most of the fatahtia Are

though.

“It's the general atmosphere
that we work in. You use every
possible type of exotic material
that you can think of. Like ashes-
tos—there is no guestion about
the fact that asbestos will give
you lung cancer. But if you inhale
beryllium—-it isn't a matter of

statistical possibilities. You will

definitely get berilitis.
“We have about 8,000 people in

the metal Trades Council. No-

more than 100 people live to
colleet their pensien in
retirement.”

General Dynamics has never
done a thing to improve these
health conditions in the plant.
While the wealth of the govern-
ment has been poured into the
plant in order to produce sub-
marines for American imper-
ialism’s defense—the comditions
for the workers in the plant
become worse and worse.

SPEED-UP

Instead the company has also
introduced speed-ups fo increase

production. As Williams' said:
*Ship construction is 2 hard thing

wspeeduyimt they try it ail the
- time. That is why when they get

~“Let’s

close to launching time the most
serious accidents happen.”

Towards the end of the inter-
view Williams summed up the
situation at General Dynamics:
face it—a guy goes inio
business for one reason and one
reason .only; that's to make
money. Any worker that thinks
any company is concerned for hig
welfare is out of his mind. There
isn't any corporation that exer-
cises any humanitarian feeling
unless there’s a tax benefit ont of
it."”

The workers at General
Dynamics are organized into a
general Metals Trade Council in
which all the unions in the plant

are represented. The Council was

formed during the postwar strike
period and was an important gain
for the workers in the
plant—uniting them into a single
organization against the com-

pany. Over the past decades the

workers in the Council have
repeatedly struck against -the

‘conditions- in  the plant—for
“higher wagw—-and in &&m of

their union.”

Four years ago the manag&‘
"ment of the cempany fired the
Bw:krmmkw,

msidm%af

Union. Four hours later General
Dynamics was shut down by the
workers in a wildeat strike.
Today the workers in the plant
are operating under an extended
contract. The contract was ex-
tended by the Council to gain tme
for  negotiations.  Actually,
however, the extensions are only
helping the company which as
Williams said is ‘stalling...
waiting, etc., to get the workers
in 2 bad economic period as
school starts and bills pileup.”

PAY BOARD

In'these negotiations the role of
the Pay Board is especially cen-
tral. In working for the U.S.
Navy the workers in the factory
are employed literally by the
U.S. government”itself; some-
thing which both the company
and the workers are acutely con-
scious of, The company is .
offering the Pay Board guideline
of 5.2 percent. As Williams ex-
plained: “We are asking for a
Cost of Living Escalator. Y'd say
it would take at least a dollar to
catch up. We need a 20% in-
crease, . . But Nixon's taken the
responsibility of bargaining away
from the companies. From now
on you are opposing the federal
government with the Wage
Freeze in contracts.”

Over the last years New Lon-
don has been consistently been
promised programs to redevelop
the city~to. clean out the
shums—to restore full employ-
ment. Nothing of the kind has
happened. The unemployment,
the layoffs are the symptoms of
the degeneration of every sphere
of life in the city. As one worker
told the Bulletin: *New London
has an immense dope problem.
It’s one of the five cities in
Connecticut where you can buy
scag. You are solicited by pros-
titutes all the time on the main
street and that’s an entirely new
innovation. As far as removing
the slums—baloney. The slums
are expanding, rot contracting.
All over you see the same deter-
ieration of life.”

GOVERNMENT

. The source of this deteriérau(
tion has been the Federal govern-

ment itself—which through .

General Dynamics is the chief

- emplayer in the town. As
- Williarns said in reference to the

strike in General Dypamies and

in fighting against unemploy- .
ment and the conditions in the

town: “From now on
opposing - the
“ t.ll

you are

F‘ederﬂi e
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The New York Board of Education and the city government is plannmg a massive attack on
the educational rights of millions of youth throughout New York this coming school season.
Budget cuts which have already been 1mplemented are only a prelude to the attacks Mayor

Lindsay is planning.

It is “because of these con-
ditions that the government is
now preparing itself for the out-
bursts that will come from re-
bellious students upon whom
these conditions are being
thrust.

This is the meaning of the
‘move on the part of the Board of
Education in hiring over six thou-
sand security guards, one for
every 175 students to police the
schools. The new security force
will be headed by former as-
sistant chief inspector of police,
Eldridge Waife. Waife is known
‘as a cop with a “‘reputation of ag-

. gressive and tough minded lead-
ership.” (Daily News.)

GUARDS
Albert Shanker, president of
the United F‘ederetxon of

Teachers, who has made the
issue of the security guards one
of the central demands in the

" new contract talks this summer,

said that the move by the Board
to hire the extra guards was a
“recognition that there is a
problem with violence in the
schools.”

Shanker throughout the present .

negotiations has repeatedly

- warned the Board about student

attacks upon defenseless
ceachers, but in actuality there
have been very few if any serious
attacks wpon teachers by
students in the last year. In fact
the New York Times recenily
published a report which stated
that attacks upon teachers was
not the predominant act of vio-
lence in the schools. Shanker is
lining up with the Board by using

AFT Covnv‘enti'on Must
Answer National |
‘Attack On Teachers

, As the- American Federation of Teachers holds its national con-
- vention, its largest section,in New York faces a tremendous
attack. :

“youth. Mayor Lindsay, who last week published ‘a program for

destroy the United Federation of Teachers and the. rxght of youth to
a decent education.

The Board of Education has refnsed to dlscuss the UFT’s call for
decent -working conditions and salary i increase. Instead, it is de-

-bearable new work assignments, and give up.job security.
Among other things, the contract demands the exclusion of “per:

at the whim-of the principals, This bloodtlursty Board of Edu-
cation is also trying to deny a day off to teachers who come down
with an illness. ~ "

txvmes right where it left off in 1969. .

However, the teachers are in a strong posmon to fight back. The
merger of the UFT with the American Federation of Teachers
makes the union far more powerful than it was three years ago.

‘But the dangers are also very great. Behind Llndsay s drive to
destroy the union is the enormous economic crisis. This means that
injunctions and anti-strike laws will be used and teachers will be
“{ thrown into jail. What happened in Newark in 1971 can happen in
New York in 1972,

Teachers cannot defend themselves merely as militant trade
{ unionists. The main task before the AFT is the construction of a
labor party and a political program that will meet not only the
crisis in education, but the needs of all workers.

divide teachers and students when the strike begins. The bankrupt
policies 'of UFT President. Albert Shanker who calls for 6,000
guards to protect teaehers from their students plays rlght into
Lindsay’s hands. .

‘But we-call on all students to give full support to the teachers and
take up-the fight for a labor party. The destruction of the UFT
would mean the end of education in this city. It is Lindsay and the -

E {1 ditions that - exist in the schools today, not the teachers,
The fight of the teachers and the students are one and the same.
The Young Socialists urge all students to go out thh the teachers

-} and fight for these demands:

*No _acceptance of the Board’s proposals wluch mean an. end to
“education. -

*Billions must be spent for educatmn—-—more schools must be
built, ‘mere teachers must be hired.

- *No cops'in the schools.

*Build a labor party: based on socialist pollcxes to defend the
vumons and the rlghts of all working people and. youth.

- The contract proposals of the New York Board of Education are

virtually a declaration of war against the city’s teachers and ‘as a cover to sell us out in the

- vicious speed-ups and layoffs of city employees, is now planning to |-

manding that the teachers lose basic- union rights, aecept an-§"

diem" substitutes and would allow the firing of substitute teachers |

It is clear that the city is plannmg to renew.its umon-bustmg ac-.

- There is no doubt that the city will play its old game of trying to

the security guard demand to
cloud the real issues in the-con-
tract negotiations.

The Board on the other hand, is
using the security guards to pit
the youth against the teachers at
a time when strike action by the
UFT is on the agenda.

CENTRAL ISSUES

Contrary to Shanker’s position
on the negotiations, a UFT dele-

gate of Local 2 told the Bulletin

that the central issues in the con-
tract fight are ‘‘salary in-
creases, working conditions and
job security.”

She added that ‘‘In the working
conditions the main demand is
that the size of the classes be re-
duced and administrative duties
be eliminated. In opposition to
this the Board of Education

“.wants to take away all our past

gains. They want to allow the
principal to have the power to
assign extra jobs on teachers’
free periods.”’

When asked about Shanker’s
position on the security guards,
the delegate stated: ‘‘Shanker
claims that this business about
security guards is the central
issue. This demand was slipped
in by the bureaucracy on its own

- after all the teachers ratified all

the other demands.” He’s using
‘the-dernand -for security guards

Fall. The security guards deal is

BY MIKE JAMES
DETROIT, Mich.—Since

- the summer of 1971, massive
corporations who he represents who:are responsible for the con- |

layoffs “have hit city .em-

ployees in- the Department of
- Parks and Recreation and the
- Detroit Public Works. ‘There
" have also been plant shut-

downs.

Unemployment has reached
9. 7%, well “over the national

average, and for minority youth, -

* the: unemployment- Elgure stands
at 55%. - N :

" This tremendous- crisis is for--

cing the youth to look for a solu-

~called

New York City Battle
Against Teachers And Students

an attempt by the Board of Edu-
cation to divide the students and
the teachers. I think that the
students and the teachers have to
see their common interests,
These security guards can be
used to repress militant youth as
well as striking teachers. The

students must support the
teachers’ strike.”
STRUGGLE

It is becoming increasingly
clear that the struggle of the
youth to hold on to the gains
which the working class has
made in recent years is the very
same struggle of the teachers
today. The demand of the
teachers to decrease the size of
the classes is related to the
struggle of the youth against the
budget cuts.

In order for the teachers to
receive their demands in this
contract fight they will have to
confront the government. The
teachers’ .demand for a pay in-
crease from $12,500 to $25,000 a
year is well in excess of the Pay
Board guidelines. Both the

- Democrats and the Republicans

are set to use the Pay Board
against any contract whose wage
increase is beyond the Pay Board

-guideline and because of the eco-

nomic crisis, productivity in-
creases and overcrowded class-
rooms. are on the agenda. The
only way that the teachers can
fight back is to break from the
two “capitalist parties and take
forward - the strike politically
with the fight for a labor party.
In a recent UFT meeting one

g K hool in Brook yn. This year, city ‘is cumng
budger and hiring more guards, destroying education and turning schools mto prisons for the youth.

| Detroit Youth Jobless At 55%

tion, but they will not find one in
the’ programs being offered by

the Detroit city administration,

. TRASH ;

Mayor Gribbs’ brainstorm idea
“to deal with the siutation this
summer ‘was to sponsor a contest
‘*Keep  Detroit - Clean.”
The hundreds of youth who
entered the contest were told to
pick ‘up’ trash in downtown

Detroit, and one of them would
win a-free vacation. But no one.

received a decent paying job."
- A few small businessmen were

" persuaded by - this enterprising -

‘the-robberies,
- streets),

AUGUST 21, 1972

UFT President Albert Shanker

delegate raised the call for a
labor party and was able to get
support from many of the at-
tending delegates. But Shanker
showing his complete contempt
for the rank and file stopped the
discussion on the labor party and
said, ““If you want to discuss the
labor party, you cannot do it
here.”

The rank and file of the UFT
must take forward the fight for -
the labor party as the only way to
defend all the gains the teachers
have made in the past.

mayor to hire youth for the
summer. 40,000 applications
were filed, but only 1,100 jobs

© were 1ound

Knowing that these programs

:could do - nothing for the great -
‘majority of youth; Gribbs streng-

thened the police foree to ter-
rorize the unemployed. During
the past 20 months. that his
special force has been in exis-
tence (called STRESS—'‘Stop.
enjoy 'safe
15 people have been
shot. Fourteen of the dead were

less than 18 years old.

5
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Government’s

Program

For Youth:
Unemployment

And Poverty L

BY ADELE SINCLAIR

The future of American youth is now foreshadowed in the
struggles of the American working class which, today, con-
fronts the task of its survival. By their own admission, the U.S.
Census Bureau estimates one out of every eight Americans
lives in poverty and this figure has been relatively ‘‘stable’ for
three years. But this ‘‘stability’ only represents the increased
impoverishment of American workers when coupled with
soaring inflation and unemployment.

Lack of jobs and low wages are
reported by the Government as
the main reasons for the poor
being poor—but, it's economic
analysts conclude, the hard-core
poor are likely to be a per-
manent segment of society be-
cause they are NOT NEEDED.
In other words, the American
working class should meekly
prostrate itself before the
‘‘charity” of the Democrats and
Republicans and grovel for
crumbs. This ‘‘charitable
program’ is exemplified by the
wage-control measures of August
15, 1971 and recent moves to pass
vicious anti-labor legislation pro-
hibiting Transportation strikes
and ordering compulsory ar-
bitration. It is only the up-coming
elections which have postponed
this relic of capitalist “'legality™
to smash up the unions.

At the same time, these
government attacks are co-
ordinated with desperate
attempts of big business {o main-
tain and increase its profiis in
this period where the very value
of the dollar is under specu-
lation. Upon the removal of the
gold-backing from the dollar last
August, American capitalists
were forced to admit that the in-
flationary post-World War 11
boom which allowed it to make

MILITANCY

BY NANCY VASQUEZ
There is tremendous
militancy growing
among the German
working class and youth
because of the in-
creasing attacks of the
capitalist system. The
Young Socialist got a
special interview with a
young German worker
named Uli on the poli-
tical and economic situa-
tion in German.
UL stated that while there
1S @ severe economic Crisis i
Germany. the unemployment
level is comparatively low to
that of other advanced coun-
tries. The industries and de-
velopment of Germany took
place with the Bretton Woods
agreement in 1844,
After the war thousands of
dollars were pumped in {o save

the economy of Germany. Now,
with the breakup of Bretton

ccacessions to the working class
and youth has reached its limit
and must NOW turn into its op-
posite: all-out attacks to destroy
these gains and protect its profit-
systern.

This is why the New York Ship-
ping Association must use con-
tainerization methods to throw
out thousands of dock workers
and harrass the remaining ones
with *“‘new’’ work rules which in
effect are "*no-work"* rules. Such
policies go hand-in-hand with the
Pav Board's 22% slashing of the
ILA's wage increase. It is in this
period of economic collapse in-
ternationally, that all sectors of
hasic industry must initiate tre-
mendous work speed-ups, pay
cuts and harassment of the more
militant and young workers.

YOUTH

This being the situation which
older workers face, what is in
store for American youth?
Unemployment, nationwide,
averages 20%-—and as much as
507% for minority youth in ghetfo
areas; college enrollment for the
Fall has decreased in response to
budget cuts and tuition hikes; the
Federal government has halted
the processing of stude loanap-
plications by universi..s while

Woods and the convertibility of
the dollar, workers and vouth
face enormous difficulties. They
confront unemployment, working
shorter hours, and a lower
salary.

Several companies have
started their moves to drive back

e

Youth must furn to older workers who in Germany are no
entering the sharpest battles with the capitalists since postwar period.

Young Socialist

»

Young Socialist editar Abby Rodriquez discusses unemployment situation with y

cuth in Buffalo, N.Y.

Massive job cuts hit Buffalo’s Lackawanna steel mill and other heavy industries in upstate New York,
where unemployment is already high. Next week’s YS will contain an article on the situation there,

preparing new  regulations.
With these conditions facing the
youth, the darling of radicalism,
George McGovern, proposes a
guaranteed median income of
$1000 per year per Ameri-
can—with those under 18 re-
ceiving. even less. Such des-
picable scraps from the capi-
talists' table are not even to be
started until 1975.

PHILADELPHIA

In Philadelphia, where 4000
youth were promised jobs, only
1000 actually got them. Having
worked one week for “free.’" the
city then deducted 10 hours pay
from each bi-monthly check (50
hours work/40 hours pay). In
addition, because the poverty
program exceeded its original
hiring limit with the 1000—it was
forced to terminate two weeks
early.

When the youth reacted to their
counselor, he replied: **You
should be glad you got what you
got...I get paid whether you get
paid or not.’' Meanwhile, the
Panthers continue to sell papers,
spewing forth antiquated ‘‘sur-

the living standard of the Ger-
man working class. The Volks-
wagen company in Hanover has
laid off 15.000 workers already.

Meanwhile, a layoff of 80.000
coal miners is being prepared.
“Layoffs are used to divide the
working class to create a large

vival-program’ rhetoric that
poses no STRATEGY for the
youth to actually survive.

In the greater Boston area,
where 40,000 vouth were seeking
jobs, the Department of Em-
ployment Security announced
openings for 700. Poverty pro-
grams here have completely col-
lapsed in the face of larger in-
dustrial towns such as Lowell
and Lawrence (textiles), Lynn
(G.E. ‘plant) and New Bedford
{commercial fishing and  fex-
tiles) reaching 10-11% un-
employment.

Such developments in the capi-
talist crisis are met with pe-
titiop-writing and de-~
monstrations by Progressive
Labor (PL) who, in typical re-
formist fashion, poses the 30 for
40" fight isolated from any poli-
tical perspective fo bring the
working class to power. AS a
result of the crisis, and the move-
ment of the youth and the trade
unions, the Communist Party
comes forward in its traitorous
role to deliver the working class
into the hands of “liberal” De-

CROWS AMONG GERMAN YOUTH

army of unemploved workers to
knock down wages,”" Ull ex-
plained. .

An expression of the in-
creasing attacks on the German
working class and youth can be
seen in the school system.

“Germany had a system of
free university which is now
being taken away. Not everyone
can go to the universities now.
Those who do attend are placed
under {remendous pressure.
Students are given a certain
amount of time to finish their
work in.

“There are very few teachers
available to teach in the public
schools. School days are missed
because there aren’t enough
teachers available to teach. The
comnmon class size is around 50 to
80 vouth in one class.”

INTOLEBRABLE
Uli said that the conditions of
the schools are intolerable. Be-
cause of this, there are many
student strikes and walk ouis.
Students frustrated by the con-
ditions just walk out and march

w to the City Council  and put

{Continued On Page 18}

mocrats and Republicans. While
actively campaigning for Black
Democrat Hubie Jones in Boston
and tacitly supporting Mec-

Govern for President, it smugly

whips out its “left” cover for
working class neighborhoods: the
Gus Hall-Jarvis Tyner (CP) cam-
paign.

Rising unemployment here,
particularly amongst youth and
minority workers, will be used by
the government as a bludgeon
against older, unionized workers
to completely throw out rights
which they've gained in fierce
struggle with the bosses, Among
those rights it will have no
qualms about discarding are the
Child Labor Laws and mi-
nimum-wage coverage (neither
of which migrant workers and
the poorest workers have ever
been protected by},

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

It is only through the fight of
the Young Socialists around
demands for free higher edu-
cation, meaningful job-training,
full employment for all, thirty-
hour week at forty hours pay and
nationalization of basic in-
dustries under workers’ control
that the youth, in calling upon the
trade unions to spearhead. this
fight, can forge the only weapon
able to defeat the capitalist class
and ensure the survival of the
working class. This fight must
now be organized around building
a labor party, the vehicle by
which vouth and workers will
begin to establish political in-
dependence from the Democrats
and Republicans, confront their
own traitorous labor bureau-
cracvies. break with reformism,
clarify their class interests in op-
position to those of the capi-
talists and pose the gquestion of
power, itself, by the struggle for
socialism.

It is with this assessment of the
present economic crisis and this
strategv—~both of which derive
from Marxist theory and life and
death struggles to bring the
working class forward—that we
now call upon all vouth, unem-
ploved and trade uniomists to
build the Labor Conference being
called by the Workers League for
the Fall of '72—to meet the
sharpness of the attacks from the
Government and big business
with- a gqualitatively “developed
weapon of working class
strength! the labor party..
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Union McGovern
Drive Covers
Pay Board Retreat

(Continued From Pagel)

fight the wage freeze and unemployment But who is
this man McGovern and where has he stood?

It was McGovern in fact that voted for the open
shop in the Senate. It was McGovern who was one of
the first advocates of the wage freeze even before
Nixon announced it on August 15th of last year. After

the announcement McGovern’s only remark was
that it was too little too late. ‘

What indeed has McGovern in this campaign and
in his attempts to woo labor had to say about ending -

the wage freeze? What has he had to say about
General Motors’ 16 per cent hike in profits? What
has he had to say about the plant closures that are
now creating mass unemployment? Nothing.

The Democratic Party Convention and the de—
claration of neutrality by the AFL-CIO marked the
end of the coalition of the labor movement with the
capitalist class that was built behind Roosevelt by
the labor bureaucracy and the Communist Party.
This break posed what Meany has refused to carry
through-~the organization of a labor party. But it is
precisely this that the Stalinists are desperately

‘seeking to prevent in their attempts to hold to-
gether the coalition and ‘‘unify” the Democratic -

Party.

‘The July 22 editorial in the World makes this qulte
clear: “The most reactionary, chauvinistic, racist
and aggressive sections of big business think their
big chance has come this election year and they are
determined to make the most of it. They think that

~they have an opportunity to sharpen divisions in
labor to a breaking point, and that they can shatter
the coalition of labor, Blacks and liberals which has
been the key to the defeat of ultra-reaction in the
past.”

It is this crisis which is now forcmg big business -

and its henchmen i in BOTH the Democratic and Re-

publican parties to destroy the living standards and

the unions of American workers that-has brought

labor to the breakmg pomt with the Democratlc
Party

' Part of this grand coalition the CP seeks to fmst

-on the working class in fact includes those spokes-

men for the ‘‘aggressive sections of big business.”’”-

These are the forces being brought into the fold by

Shriver and includes such representatives of

 Eastern big business as John D. Rockefeller IV.
~ These are the interests the CP seeks to tie Ameri-
can workers to, handing them up for slaughter when
«the election is over.

Behind the moves of the labor bureaucracy and'

‘the Stalinists is the attempt to prevent the show-
_-down that must come between labor and the govern-

~ment. This is the meaning of the Pay Board’s
v meetmg They want to head it off at a time when the

i capltahst class is the most vulnerable.

Now is the time to mount the offenswe for str1ke

action and the building of a labor party as both the -

4 ‘Democrats and Republicans hope they can tread

softly until November and then go full speed ahead

with their plans for wage cuttmg, unemployment
and speed-up.

~ We call on workers and youth to go forward in this
e flght to defeat the government’s attacks and build a
labor party by attending the conference of trade

unionists and youth called by the Workers League in’

- October in Chicago.

WoODCOLR

~ Whatwethink
Nixon's Strategy One Year lafer

One year ago, on August 15, 1971,
Richard Nixon appeared on nation-

wide television to announce his “New.

Economic Policy.”” The measures
which he implemented were: 1) a 90-
day wage freeze to be followed by
special controls; 2) a new surcharge
to be imposed upon foreign unports
3) the suspension of the dollar’s con-
vertibility into gold.

Of the three principal decisions, the
suspension of ‘convertibility was the
most - decisive. Acting ‘‘prag-
matically’’ to.prevent the total de-
pletion of the United States’ gold re-
sources due to the development of
enormous trade deficits, Nixon acted
in defiance of the laws of value
through which capitalism operates
{(whether he likes it or not), and
created the conditions for the col-
lapse of the international monetary
system and world trade itself.

"Along with the suspension of con-
vertibility, the imposition of the sur-
charge exposed Nixon’s de-
termination to throw as much of the
crisis as possible onto the backs of
the European bourgeoisie, forcing it
into a reckless showdown with the

-working class in its own countries.
Finally, Nixon was compelled to’

end the post-war era of compromise

_with the working class in the United

States. On- August 15, this govern-
ment of big business began its drive
to take away from workers every-
thing they had won since the 1930°s,
These policies were the product of
the deepest crisis in the history of
capitalism, and - they reflected the
desperation -of “the American ruling
class. Nixon’s August 15 decisions

could not solve the crisis. Quite the

opposite: they only deepened the con-
tradictions . within the economic
system, and have brought the crisis
to the very brink of catastrophe. -

It is clear today—on the anniver.

sary of August 15—that even from the
standpoint of Nixen’s pragmatic out-

‘look, -his strategy. for defending the
‘interests of the giant corporations is
"in disarray. None of the fundamental -
problems that led him to the August -

15 program have been solved or even
slightly ‘ameliorated.’

*The international monetary
system is in shambles, With the col-
lapse -of “the Bretton Woods. agree-
ments, Keynesian reforms were ex-

hausted. Every attempt to. establish
some new international ar-
rangement has failed. The currency
realignments established December
18 at the Smithsonian Institute col-
lapsed in June when England de-
valued its pound.

*The price of gold now stands in the
area of $70 an ounce, 100% above its
official value this time last year.
Nixon’s 12% devaluation of the dellar

_is absurdly inadequate; and in any

case, he refuses to restore con-
vertibility.

*In spite of Nixon’s economic war-
fare against Europe and Japan, the
United States’ balance of trade de-
ficit for 1972 will be about $4 hillion,
double the total for 1971.

*The immediate future holds the
certainty of devastating trade war;
for both Europe and Japan are bemg
forced to retaliate against the United
States. Japan is now considering a
competitive devaluation of the Yen in
order to recapture markets that were
restricted by earlier revaluations
forced at gun-point by the United
States.

Domestically, all the de-
velopments are taking place beneath

- the dark shadow of the international

crisis. The meagre pick-up in in-
dustrial production which Nixon's
economists are hailing ‘as a break-
through have been paid for at the
price of provoking world- wxde finan-
cial chaos.

*Inflation has' not been halted.
Massive pumping of dollars into the
economy by the government in order
to keep it going has kept the rate of
inflation between 3 and 4%. Price
Commission -Chairman - C. - Jackson
Grayson_ jokingly refers to the
attempt to control mflatlon as ‘“‘Mis-
sion Impossible.’”

*Unemployment has not been

brought “down. Even the govern-
“ment’s suspect statistics record only
a..2% decline to 5.7%.
_sequences of the economic crisis will

"The con-

produce in this period a sharp rise in
unemployment.

Whatever strategy the govern-
ment had for improving the economy
has already been exposed as a fraud.
What remains at this point is merely
the -hope that a full scale collapse on
the economic front can be averted

'Quota

urgent.

500 Week|¥
; .

~As:-we complete our first full week of subscnphon work
afier the vacation period we have received 272 subs
brmgmg the grand total o 2881.-Serious work was done in-
East New York, Brownsville, Hartford, Northfield and
{ Minneapolis. A beginning was also made by the Bay Area,

Bushwick, Phnladelphua, Baltimore and Portland. .
© However, no area is:as yet getting subs anywhere near
the level now required to fulfill our goal on time. As
reported last week we must now achieve at least 500 subs a
‘week. This !ast week’s figure makes this now even more

Subscrlphon
Urgent

-until after the November elections.

However, there is one aspect of the
strategy announced last August 15
that remains very much in effect;
and that is the plan to smash the
trade unions and destroy the living
conditions of American workers.

If Nixon can report any success
whatseever, it is that the Pay Board
has been able—through the snivel-
ling retreats of the trade- union
bureaucracy—to hold wage in-
creases down 1% from last vear.

There will be no let-up in the at-
tack. As warned by the Bulletin early
last month and now confirmed in the
August 13 issue of the New Yeork
Times, ‘“There is already hushed talk
of tightening the guidelines next year
to meet the danger of over-
stimulation and, rather than being -
phased out, it looks as though con-
trols are going to be relied upon more
than ever to curb a recurrence of in-
flation in the second half (of the
year)."”

Let no worker harbor any doubts
about the policies that Nixon—or Mc-
Govern—intends to pursue after the
election. There will be sharp attacks
on wages through the Pay Board.
Speed-ups that will recall the turn-of-
the-century sweat shops will be
brought into the plants. C. Jackson
Grayson has gone on the record to
insist that eonly increased pro-
ductivity can control inflation.

A tremendous leap .in unem-
ployment is being prepared. The
shutdown of plants announced last
week by American Can shows the
future threatening millions of
workers.

Both Nixon and McGovern hope to
squeak  through = until Novem-
ber—and then it will be open season
on the working class. But the trade
unions must take maiters into their
own hands. Nixon’s strategy, already
shaken by the objective development
of the economic erisis, can be blasted
to bits by the forceful intervention of
the organized working class.

Do not let Nixon and McGovern
choose the time and place for the

- showdown! The AFL-CIO must call

for strike action before November
against the Pay Board and the plans
for increased productivity. At the
same time, the AFL-CIO must call
for a Congress of Labor to build a
labor party.

This. party must bave a program
that will meet the needs of the
working class. It must answer the
Democratic and Republican parties’ -
plans for unemployment with a pro-
gram for the nationalization of all in-

- dustry under workers’ control.

_The plans of big business can be de-
feated by the mobilization of the
working class in political struggle
against the government. It was the
power of the working class in the
post-war period that led Nixon into
the quagmire last August 15. It is this
power that must be brought forward
to defeat Nixon's attacks and ac-
tually prepare a socialist solution to
the capitalist crisis.
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AN ANSWER TO THOSE WHO VILIFY OUR HISTORY

THE MEANING
OF REUNIFICATION

"AFTER HAVING repudi-
ated the 1953 split, our
author refused to discuss
the International Committee’s
history from 1953 to 1961.
Instead he turns to an episodic
and totally inadequate history
of the SWP as if it existed
outside of any international
movement. Thus the question of
reunification is discussed

abstracted from the related and

more fundamental question of
the SWP split from the Inter-
national Committee.

But this history must be
seriously investigated. First
and foremost it is clear that the
Socialist Labour League per-
sisted in two related respects
within the International Com-
mittee meeting resistance from
the SWP on both counts. The
SLL proposed and fought for a
reopening of discussions with
the Pabloites, not with the view
of some unprincipled amalgam,
but in order precisely to clarify
all the theoretical questions
raised in the 1953 split and
educate the movement in this
fashion. Next the SLL insisted
that the nature of Pabloism did
not change with the passing of

time but had actually deepened
in its liquidationist and anti-
Marxist character.

But there is more to this history. In
1956 came the Polish and Hungarian
Revolutions, These events not only
marked the beginning of the end of
Stalinism and the complete vindi-
cation of Trotskyism, of everything
Trotsky had fought for, but they were
the prelude of the break-up of all the
relations of the boom period.

Because the Infernational Committee
had fought it out against Pabloism, it was
able to take a correct stand on these
events. Particularly important were the
speeches made by James P. Cannon on
March 9th, 1956 and June 15th, 1956 and the
resolution of the National Committee of
the SWP of April 1956.

In England important sections of the
Communist Party joined what was soon
launched as the Socialist Labour League
precisely through a principled struggle
around the perspectives of the Interna-
tional Committee and the Open Letter that
Stalinism, far from being a revolutionary
force, was completely counterrevolu-
tionary. The Pabloites developed the posi-
tion,- in opposition, that these events
“proved’’ that the bureaucracy would
break up molecularly under mass
pressures and centrist and revolutionary
tendencies emerge from out of the hureau-
cracy itself. They actually deepened their
break with Trotskyvism on the key question
of Stalinism.

The International Committee then went

through important developments among °

the vouth which came to the International
Committee precisely becayse of its stand
on Hungary and Stalinism. This is the
origin of the Young Socialist Alliance in
the United States. In England the
theoretical struggle against Pabloism
prepared the way for a very rapid develop-

~ment of a youth movement within the

British Labour Party itself. This move-
ment was built in an extreme bitter
struggle not just against the right wing of
the BLP but against the British Pabloites
who supported the right wing even going to
the - point .of aiding it in expelling the
British Trotskyists.

It should be recorded that in the midst of
this period the Socialist Labour League
was formed. The SWP supported and
defended the formation of the SLL while
the Pabloites attacked if. The Pabloites
based themselves on the liguidationist
theories of deep entrism which are a part
of the 1953 split. For them the purpose of
work inside the BLP was not the construc-
tion of the alternative leadership but of
assisting in the break of center forces
from the right. It is these forces that the
Pabloites saw carrying out the revolu-
tion, not the Trotskyist cadres.

What would have happened to the

British Trotskyists if they had stayed
inside the Pabloite international—as if
they could on any terms this side of
complete renunciation of Trotskyism?
Would it have been possible to construct
the vonth movement which has emerged

BY TIM WOHLFORTH

in England? It is this real material move-
ment which our author is completely
distant from. He feels no responsibility for
it or to it.

We have chronicled the history of the
SWP in this period elsewhere. After a
brief fight with Pableism it dropped the
international struggle altogether. After
beginning a Trotskyist struggle against
Stalinism over Hungary it drifted into
adaptation fo cenirist forces emerging
actually to the right of Stalinism. After
defending the SLL against Pabloism it was
to prepare through a letter to Leslie
Goonewardena for a new regroupment
with the Pabloites aimed against the
British and the French.

The account of this period given by our
author is not serious because it is
abstracted out of the actual existence of
the International Committee. Thus he can
commmeni favorably on oppositionists
Joyce Cowley and V. Gross who opposed
aspects of the SWP’s regroupment tactics
at the time:

“We agree with these criticisms of
Cowley and Gross. . .”

Once again we have positions plucked

. Carison.

Trotskyism is not only an idea but an actual movement constructed through the strug-
gle to mobilize masses to prepare the socialist revolution. James P. Cannon and the
American Trolskyist movement played a critical role throughout the fong and diffi-
cult history of the construction of the Fourth International, He stood up for Trotsky in |
1928, stood with Trotsky against the Shachtmanite revisionists in 1340, and defended
Trotskyism against Pablo in 1953, In this Bistory the Minneapolis movement played a
critical role. We dedicate this series in defense af the history of Trotskyism fo the |
comrades of the Minneapolis movement. Through picture spreads in this and
- succeeding issues we hope to give a glirnpse of the actual {ife of this movement which
was more than the squabbles of “sectarians and cenirists.”” in photo above 14 of the 18
Minneapolis Defendants who went 1o prison during World War I because they fought
as revolutionists within the labor movement stand around a bust of Leon Trotsky.
| Standing lef.to right: Farrell Dobbs, Harry DeBoer, Edward Paimguist, Clarence

Hamel, Emil Hansen, Oscar Coover, Jake Cooper. Sifting left to right: Max Geldman, |
§ Felix Morrow, Albert Goldman, James P. Cannon, V.R. Dunne, Carl Skoglund, Grace
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out of their actual context in the develop-
‘ment.of the history of the Fourth Inter-

national. These two tendencies were both -
very different and hoth completely agreed

with Cannon on the question of interna-
tionalism. Neither saw the opportunism
within the SWP in relation to the construc-

- tion of the International Committee and
its struggle against Pabloism.

. V. Gross was a leader of the Marcy
group. This group was and is an extreme
Pabloite group which supported the Soviet
tanks against the Hungarian working

. class. It was to repeat this position over

- Czechoslovakia! o
Joyce Cowley represented a section of

the SWP with a program of orienting to

the trade unions quite similar to that of

. the recent Proletarian -Orientation
Tendency. It refused to grapple with the

. question of the turn of the SWP away from
the working class, theorétically ‘and to
thus see it in its international perspective,
Therefore the group soon broke up, some

leaving the party, including Cowley.

Oﬁr‘ author is unable to make any real
sense out of the events of 1961 to 1963. He
states: : -

“During this period the Wohlforth.

Robertson opposition emerged. We feel
‘that we are basically resuming the fight
that was ended with their expulsion—the
fight to return to the ‘Transitional
. Program—During the course of the fight
the Wohlforth group developed agreement
with the Socialist- Labour League, -and
_today functions as an American appen-
- dage of the Socialist Labour League, sec-
tarian to the core. Robertson’s Spartacist

League, while having better politics on

paper than the Workers League, has been
mired since its inception in a petty. bour-
geois. orientation. ...” i
And: . - : :
‘“The Socialist Labour League
- represents, to us, the incarnation of the

sectarian tendency always inherent in the

- Fourth International, just as the Pabloites

' represent the Fourth International’s cen-
trism. . .The SLL itself has been totally
-unable to utilize dialectical ‘aterialism to'

- .reacha correct position.” .
"And again: - :

.~ ‘‘The fact is that the SWP was being
pressured by the Socialist Labour Leagie -
= 10 . to discuss Pablojsm, to-make an historical’
-+ . assessment of what it was and where it
- 'was going. As is well known, the Socialist
Labour League no longer considered the

- Fourth - International~i.e. the Pabldite

Trotskyism and wanted the SWP to agree

to the same. Thus, partly to again avoid
the important discussion and assessment
of Pabloism and partly because of their
common impressionist method has been
liquidationist path to more or less merge,

* the SWP wanted to get back together with

the Fourth International and to get rid of

the troublesome Socialist Labour League -

and the OCI, who kept pressing for
criticism—something alien to the SWP.”
And finally:
“We consider the 1963 reunification an
unprincipled reunitication. How can it be

otherwise. All political differences were

buried. . .”’

1t is necessary to place all these quotes
together because just at the point where

- our author approaches the central issues

his reasoning gets completely muddled.
First it must be stated that what occurred

in 1961-1963 was not simply a reunification

of the SWP with the Pabloites but most
fundamentally a split of the SWP with the

‘International  Committee which repre-

sented and represents today Trotskyism,

-the Fourth International.
The fight to return to the Transitional

Program was not initiated by Wohlforth or

-Robertson but by the Socialist Labour

League. This is the historical record.

Wohlforth and -Robertson had differences

with the SWP leadership on several ques-

tions, including Cuba, prior to January -

1961 but these differences were of an epi-
sodic, not fundamental character. The dis-

‘cussion was opened up by the SLL on the
international arena directed to the funda- -
. mental question of Pabloism. ‘

The *‘Wohlforth group” did not develop

agreement with the SLL at soime later

- point. That agreement was reached on the
basis ‘of a’ memorandum on the world
movement -issued in January 1961 and

- agreed to by Robertson as well as other
‘members of the group formed around that

memorandum. It was one year later that

_ Robertson broke with the International -
- ‘Committee group which included the OoCI

as well as SLL. : : v
- This presents ‘our- author with several

- difficulties and brings him to the point of
- utter confusion. He must recognize that it
~was the SLL which pressed the struggle

- against Pabloism, a struggle which today
he'must admit is correct. He even comes -
to the conclusion that the reunifica-

- tion—which the SLL forces fought

-alone—was unprincipled. But he ends up

stating that the SLL is completely sec-

tarian and is “‘unable toutilize dialectical .-

materialism to reach a correct position.”

. Was not the SLL correct on Pabloism and

The great sjrength of Trotskyism in Minneapolis and in the whole of the
Socialist Workers Party in its earlier years was the determined struggle of its
cadres to actually construct a party based on international principle in the
American working class itself. Vincent Dunne, shown at lower left with a
comrade at a Rasberry Festival in Minnesota in 1946, and Oscar Coover,
shown at upper left at a Midwest summer school in 1947, played important
roles in this struggle. A section of the party leadership led by George Clark
and Bert Cochran joined with Pablo in 1952 in an attempt to liquidate this
party. George Clark is shown above on left with Mike Bartell, who led
Cochranite opposition in New York, at the 1947 Midwest summper camp. The
Twin Cities SWP stood solidly against the Cochranites who were expelied for
boycotting the 25th Anniversary celebration of the SWP. The Minneapolis
banquet is shown here upper center. Minneapolis Militant supporters are
shown in 1955 in lower center photo. Woman seated second from rightis Fanny
Curran who was expelled from the Young Pioneers at the age of 12 for ques-
tioning the expulsion of Cannon from the Communist Party.

correct on 1963?

But this is only part of the confusion. If
the SWP should never have led a split
from the Pabloites in 1953 how can it be
condemned for reunifying with them in
1963? Clearly what made the reunification
unprincipled in 1963 was not just that no
discussion was held. The discussion was
not held for a reason. Such a discussion
would have revealed the principled
character of the split in 1953—principled

- because the differences which separated

the factions involved all the fundamentals
of Trotskyism. This would have meant
reunification. could only take place on the
basis of a break with all the positions of
1953 and the method which underlies those
positions. ‘ S

What we are discussing are not just bits
and pieces to be divided or united with or
without discussions. We are speaking of

the Fourth International which Trotsky -

{founded in 1938, which Pablo almost des-
troyed by 1953, which went forward as'the
International Committee, which the SWP
deserted in 1963 to fuse with the
renegades.

THE CRISIS OF
REVISIONISM TODAY

PRECISELY BECAUSE THE
‘reunification of 1963 was not

based on principle, today the
United Secretariat breaks up

under the blows of the move- -
- ment of the working class. Two
tendencies have developed

within the Pabloites. The ma-
jority tendency is led by Er-
nest Mandel, Livio Maitan and
Pierre Frank. It is the original
group which was formed

~around Pablo in the late ’40s
and early ’50s. The minority
“tendency consists of little more
‘than the SWP. .~ ‘

~ The majority tendenéy -sup-

ports a completely Ii-
quidationist perspective of

guerrilla warfare in Latin
America. It is forces sup-

porting this tendency which
carried out the kidnappings and

murder in Argentina. The SWP
tendency opposes this coun-
terposing ‘“‘party-building.”’
While neither of these ten-
dencies has any principled disa-
greements, it is still signi-
ficant that the split within the
United Secretariat has taken
place along the lines of the ori-
ginal split in 1953.

While these two tendencies stand to-
gether on method today, while each is
centrist, they have a different his-
tory. This history, which our author
and Fender dismiss, has much to do
with their division today even though
they have sought for some time now to
avoid discussing this question. Man-
del stands upon the basis of Pablo’s li-
quidation of the movement. His pre-
sent political position flows directly
from his refusal to break with Pablo
in 1953. He rests thus on a history of
revisionism.

The SWP, on the other hand, rests upon

a history of struggle against revisionism,

albeit a weak struggle and one that was
cut off in the end. That history cannot
simply be dismissed. In fact the current
divisiens in the movement not- only were

- prepared by this historical difference but

bring this historical difference forcibly to
the fore of the discussion despite the
wishes of the participants of the dis-
cussion.

This has been shown so clearly in the
comments of these tendencies on the split
of the OCI from the International Com-
mittee. When they tried to intervene in
this discussion all they revealed was the
depth of the differences which remain
among themselves over the meaning of
the 1953 split and the nature of Pabloism.
..~ The question is not one of supporting one

‘of these factions against the other but of

understanding how it is that the history of
the Trotskyist movement grips the living.
With this understanding one can struggle
for a theoretical development through the
freeing of the past from the grip of the re-
visionists. That is, we must bring forward
the real history of -the Trotskyist move-
ment, including the history of the SWP
with all its. strengths and weaknesses,
against the present SWP, to break it in
every way from the SWP. ’
It is at this critical point that the ten- -

dencies we have been discussing evolve.
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Their role is the most reactionary of
all—to turn upon this history itself, to spit
upon it, to do everything they can to free
themselves of its grip so that they may
proceed in their full flight from the
working class as it enters into a new
period of struggle.

Here is what our author-says about the
present divisions within the United Se-
cretariat:

“The fact of the matter is that in the -

period from 1963 to 1972, just as in the
period from 1953-1962, both groupings, the
SWP and the Mandel-Maitan leadership,
continued to apply impressionism and sub-
Jectivism instead of Marxist analysis to
the events of the day and both groupings
are still seeking a substitute for the van-
guard party rooted in the working class.
The difference is that today the SWP is
heading along the liquidationist path by jet
while the European leadership is heading
along the path not by oxcart, but by some-
thing a little slower than a jet—perhaps by
locomotive.””

First our author once again refuses to
see the break in 1953 as qualitative in cha-
racter. Not only does he see the dif-
ference at the time of the Open Letter as
only a matter of quantitative degree of re-
visionism but he projects this for the
whole period of the existence of the In-
ternational Committee with the SWP as
supporting it. This is another example of
this school’s attempt to break down the
distinction between Trotskyism and cen-
trism.

Then our author reverses the quan-
titative ration so that the original group
around Pablo emerges as the better, if by
only a few hundred miles per hour, than
the SWP. Let us remember that the Vern-
Ryan group utilized this travelling to li-
quidationism at different rates of speed
argument to justify a bloc with Cannon
against Pablo. It can only mean in this
context a bloc with the United Secretariat

- Majority against the SWP.

This is exactly what our author has in
mind: )

“It is apparent to us from reading the
documents of the International Marxist
Group and from discussions with IMG
comrades, that these comrades have come
to understand the importance of a pro-
letarian erientation, and feel that they
have broken with Pabloism.”

The IMG, we should note, is the or-

ganization which refused to support the

- Labour Party in the last elections. Its dis-

tance from the working class is so pro-
found that some of its memmbers urged that
Labour Party election meetings be broken
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“up! Its latest recruit is Robin Blackburn,

known as “‘Britain's Weatherman.” It
supports guerrilla warfare not only in Ar-
gentina but in Ireland as well.

What may we ask is a ‘proletarian
orientation’ in Britain if it is not an orien-
tation aimed at breaking the RBritish
working class from the British Labour
Party? How can the workers be broken
outside of a struggle for a Labour go-
vernment devoted to socialist policies
against the Tories?

These critics never discuss the actual
strategy of the movement in relation to
the resolution of the crisis of leadership of
the working class itself. Their distance
from the working class is at the heart of
their whole pragmatic theoretical ap-
proach and cannot be covered over with
talk of “‘proletarian orientation”! These
people have positions on all manner of
questions but never have a policy for the
working class itself. They are willing to
overlook all sorts of ‘‘weaknesses” and
the like in petty bourgeois tendencies like
Haston and Tariq Ali but have nothing but
blind hatred for those who fight for a Trot-
skyist policy in the actual workers move-
ment.

So our author’s discourse on the whole
history of the Fourth International, on the
nature of Pabloism, on the Marxist
method lead him to one concrete con-
clusion: critical support to the worst of
the modern day Pabloites! ~

Carl Skogiund (above) was forced to spend his last
threat of deportation to his native Sweden. He was
Farrelt Dobbs writes of him:

course in Marxist classics;
points | didn’‘t understand.”

THE OPEN IDEALISM
OF THE IMG

IT IS ACTUALLY -the position
now arrived at by the IMG on
philosophical questions which

expresses most clearly the real

meaning of this historical ten-
dency. The last conference of
the IMG, held in the end of
May, 1972, adopted a per-
spective drafted by A. Jones
and C. Howard. The main theo-
reticians of this tendency
appear to be A. Jones and C.
Marshall.

A. Jones sees this tendency as

~ at war with:

“..A well known series of mistakes
which psually stalk around under the
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name of ‘old British Trotskyism’...”

And:

*“...This document may also be taken as
part of the process of settling of accounts
with the said ‘British Trotskyism’...”’

And:

“...The perspectives document is de-
signed to draw a sharp dividing line be-
tween the IMG and the tradition of Bri-
tish “Trotskyism.’ *

And finally: )

“When we deal with ‘British Trotsky-
ism’ and its degeneration, are we dealing
with a few organizations such as the SLL
that were basically healthy but ‘some.

how' went off the rails, or are we dealing -

with a far more deeply rooted phenomena
produced by the whole culture and seciety
within which they operate? Une-
quivoeably the document comes down on
the latter side of the fence. We think a
viable section of the Fourth International
cannot be built on what has gone on
before, in the SLL, RSL, etc., butonly ina
struggle against that tradition.”

What ‘Jones has in mind is even more
than repudiating the whole history of Trot-
skyism in Britain. He, like our anony-
mous author in the United States who sup-
ports him, is after the whole history of
Trotskyism itself. -

‘‘On the contrary, the whole aim of the
operation is to finish off ‘Trotskyism’ and
‘Leninism’ and get back to Lenin and Trot-
s:ky~’) ’

The other theoretician of this group, C.
Marshall, is even more-explicit on their

~aims:

*...The object of my attack is, in one
sense, Cannonite Trotskyism, I may well
introduce a section to establish the es-
sential methodological unity of the SLL
and the SWpP.” ‘

The battle cry of the old Cochran liqui-
dationist group within the SWP in 1952 was
‘Junk the Old Trotskyism.” Now the IMG
has" taken this wp with a vengeance de-
manding a complete repudiation of the
whole history of Trotskyism in Britain.
Moreover, it is forced from this position

“into-an attack on the strengths of Cannon,

on Trotskyism as such and, as we will see
even direetly on Lenin and Trotsky. It is
this tendency which our author supports
against the SWP! , :
- The methodological basis of this posi-
tion is developed- in the actual per-
spectives resolution presented to the re-
cent IMG conference. Discussing the ques-
tion of consciousness of the working class

‘the document states with special em-

phasis: , ,
““Not consciousness as understood in the

years confined to the state of New Jersey facing the
one of the central figures in the Minneapolis SWP.
“’A Marxist worker with 2 high level of intellectual development, he
understood the importance of theory and its use as a guide for action. He started me on a reading
then we would discuss what | had read and he would patiently explain

R

bourgeois sense of idea in people’s heads,
but in the Marxist sense of the active rela.
tion to its circumstances and the pro-
blems which confront it.*’ .
This position is then expanded on at
some length by A. Jones in a discussion ar-
ticle already quoted from. Jonmes first
notes that Marx explains profit, ground
rent and interest in terms of the more ab-
stract category surplu$ value rather than
explain surplus value in terms of the con-
crete categories of rent, interest, profit,
He then proceeds in the form of a polemic
against a critic by the name of Joseph:
“Once this essential point is grasped,
then we can see that comrade Josep’s es-
sential mistake is in trying fo explain con-
sciousness in terms of ‘thought,’ and

‘reality’ instead of explaining thought and -

reality in terms of more ahbstract con-
cepts. He commits the same logical mis-
take as the economists who think surplus
value is to be explained in terms of rent,
interest and profit instead of explaining
these in terms of surplus value. Marx; na-
tarally, did not make the same mistake as
Joseph and A. W. He does not look for the
‘comnection’ of thought and reality but
instead explains both in terms of a more
abstract concept. In other words, Marx.
does not ‘selve’ the subject-object pro-
blem but shows instead that this is not the
real problem at all; and in so doing solves
the problem and abelishes it si~
multaneously by explaining both subject
and object in terms of a more abstract
concept.”” : ; '

And to sum up: : ‘

“Marx rejected both materialism and
idealism.” ‘

We have here, of course, a complete re-
version fo the old theories of the Empirio-
Critics and Pragmatists which Lenin de-
nounced as well as a reflection of the
idealist thinking in contemporary aca-
demie circles. Hegel, to his credit, counld
find no more abstract term than “being,”
and thus begins his Logic with this term:
Being encompasses all that exists, the en-
tirety of the material world. These char-
latans take our thinking about this ma-

- terial world—that is thoughf—coun-

terpose it to this material world and come
up with a “‘more abstract” concept which
is nothing more than the relationship of
our thinking to this material world. The
material world is thus made subordinate
to, dependent on, this relationship. ‘

As Lenin discusses in his eriticism of the
Empiro-Critics this can only mean that
prior to the development of this re-

- Iatignship, that is before man in his evoly~

P

tion from ape developed to the point of
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thinking, there existed no material world!
It is therefore a completely subjective out-
look.

Marx discusses in Grundrisse his un-

derstanding of the relation of the concrete

to more abstract categories in thinking
and in the real world:

“The concrete is concrete because itisa
combination of many determinations, i.e.,
a unity of diverse elements. In our thought
it therefore appears as a process of syn-
thesis, as a result, and not as a starting
peint, although it is the real starting point
and therefore, also the starting point of ob-
servation and conception...Hegel fell into
the error, therefore, of considering the
real as the result of the self-coordinating,
self-absorbing amd spomtaneously opera-
ting thought, while the method of ad-
vancing from the abstract to the concrete
is by the way of thinking by which the con-
crete is grasped and is reproduced in our
mind as concrete.

‘‘The whole, as it appears in our heads
as a thought-aggregate, is the product of a
thinking mind which grasps the world in
the only way open to it...The concrete
subject continues to lead an independent
existence after it has been grasped, as it
did before, outside' the head...” (em-
phasis added—T.W.)

Marx’s point is that the thought process
must proceed differently from the pro-
cess of development of the material world

in order to be able to reproduce in our -

minds as a ‘‘thought-aggregate” the
highly complex concrete world around us.
This ' is why we theoretically proceed
through synthesis from the concrete to the

- more abstract categories. It was Hegel,

Marx notes, who confused this process by
substituting this necessary theoretical
movement for the actual movement: of
reality, by substituting thought cate-
gories for this material world which, as
Marx notes, continues all the time to de-
velop outside our heads.

From this openly idealist position, the
IMG group of course denies any conflict
between theory and practice. Theory is

practice; practice is theory. Theory and

the material world are only moments in
the process of practice or active relation.
C. Marshall is explicit on this question:
“Either, it logically follows, im-
mediately, as a matter of course, from the

~ knowledge created and diffused (‘theo-

retical ‘treatise, propagandist pamphlet,

and agitational speech...’) that certain

actions should be undertaken. That is to
say—because there is no diverce between
understanding and practice—there is no
necessary need, directly, explicitly, in so
many words, to issue a ‘call to action.’ ”’

This question of the relation of theory to
practice is the most fundamental of all be-
cause it is here that the philosophical basis
for the complete liquidation of the Marx-
ist movement is found. If theory and prac-
tice are the same then the practice of the
working class in struggle with the capi-

- talist class will produce the theoretical

consciousness necessary for the re-
volution. It is precisely the conflict. be-

tween the practice of the working class -

brought about by changes in the objective

- situation with the thinking of workers

which requires the party to bring in from
the outside the theoretical understanding

" necessary for the development of a lead-

ership of the working class.

- This question of theory and practice is at '

the same time central to the theoretical
development within the party itself. It is
precisely at the point where the party
members must take the theoretical un-
derstanding of the party into the actual
material movement of the working class
that all the methodological questions are
most sharply raised. If there is no struggle
at this point than there is no development.

The question of theory and practice is an
historical question. The theory which the
party brings into conflict with actual ma-

~terial development is itself the product of

the historical experience of the party. To
see theory as identical with practice is to
make this whole historical development of
theory irrelevant. This is-why Lenin in-
sisted in What Is To Be Done? that the
struggle took place on three levels, the
theoretical as well as the political and eco-
nomic.. V

It was this question of theory and prac-
tice which lay behind the OCT’s split from
the International Committee. The OCI
viewed theory as simply emerging out of
the working class, that if only the proper
united front forms of struggle could be de-
veloped the consciousness would take care
of itself. At the same time no struggle took
place within the OCI to confront middle

class sections of the youth to bring about
an actual development theoretically.

€. Marshall goes the furthest in carry-
ing out the liquidationist conclusions of
this methodological position. He begins
with an open attack on Lenin's Ma-
terialism and Empirio-Criticism:

“Now what is undoubtedly true is that
Lenin, in the early years of World War
One, rejected the epistemology of
‘Materialism and Empirio-Criticism.’...It
is a significant fact that the sharp de-
generation of the SLL dates precisely
from its development of philosophical pre-
tensions, and in particular from the ap-
palling attempt by C. Slaughter in ‘Lenin
on Dialectics’ to reconcile ‘Materialism
and Empirio-Criticism’ with the ‘Philo-
sophical Notebooks.” >’

It is undoubtedly not true that Lenin
ever rejected Materialism and Empirio-
Criticism but this is a question dealt with
adequately in the Slaughter pamphlet re-
ferred to. The point here is that Marshall
is an open opponent of the materialist
position Lenin defends in that book. For
this reason he is also a bitter political op-
ponént of the SLL and the Internationa
Committee. .

Marshall continues:

“What is clear is that there is an al-
ternative course to the SLL’s. If one re-
cognizes Materialism and. Empirio-Cri-
ticism is pretty terrible, not least in its as-
sertion: ‘That both thought and matter are
“real,” i.e. exist, is true. But to say that
thought is material is to make a false
step...’, nonetheless there is no need to
reject in toto What Is To Be Done?"

““On the contrary, the presupposition of
this whole paper is: the (implicit) philo-
sophical assumptions of ‘What Is To Be
Done?’ are fundamentally incompatible
with the epistemology which, at that time
and for some years later, Lenin was able
to articulate (i.e. Materialism and Em-
pirio-Criticism).”’

Marshall then proceeds to attack the
“ambiguities”” in What Is To Be Done?
which stem from this “error.” He par-
ticularly attacks Lenin for his position
that theory, that socialist consciousness,
must be brought into the working class
from outside. For Marshall there is no out-
side as there is no difference between the-
ory and practice while thought and the
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material world are only moments of an
“‘active relation.” Thus Marshall attacks
the role of the party in developing theory
and struggling for it against the prevail-
ing bourgeois thinking of the working
class.

Having had a go at Lenin for his ‘‘pretty
terrible’” Materialism and Empirio-Cri-
ticism and for his at least ‘‘ambiguous”
What Is To Be Done? Marshall moves on
to Trotsky. Trotsky fairs even worse in
Marshall’s eye than Lenin.

“But Trotsky never broke explicitly
from the epistemology of ‘Materialism
and Empirio-Criticism’...Thus Trotsky en-
dorses the very work...It is of course theo-
retically possible that Trotsky should have
been reluctant, because of Stalinist
‘ “Leninist”’ orthodoxy,’ to explicitly disa-
vow ‘Materialism and Empirio-Cri-
ticism.” However, there are good reasons
for rejecting that hypothesis.’ '

Marshall then proceeds with a series of
quotes to prove conclusively, beyond the
shadow of a doubt that Trotsky was to his
dying day an adherent of materialism.
And, crime of crimes, Marshall reports:

“Furthermore, he distinguishes be-
tween the (‘real’) economic role in pro-
duction of that class and its ‘subjective’
(i.e. for him ‘unreal’} consciousness.”

Then we finally get to the heart of it all:

“Trotsky is at his very best (in this
writer’s opinion) as a historian, and as a
critic of the mass workers' parties, es-
pecially the CPs (and that, especially in
his writings of the late 20s and early 30s)...

“But Trotsky is much less convincing
when the relationship of forces is at the
opposite pole, when the ‘party’ has next to
no chance decisively and continuously to
influence the life of society, is when he is
discussing from the viewpoint of the sub-
jectivity of the (nascent) Fourth In-
ternational.”

Then follows a lengthy quote to back this
up from—Isaac Deutscher!

So now the circle is completely rounded.
Jones begins with an attack on “British
Trotskyism” while Marshall broadens it
out into ‘“‘Cannonite Trotskyism.’’ Then
Jones declares we must be finished with
Leninism and Trotskyism altogether and
get back to Lenin and Trotsky. At this
point Jones and Marshall stand fore-
square with our American author in his
attacks on the meaning of the history of
Trotskyism.

Then Jones and Marshall make clear
that this rejection of the history of Trot-
skyism is based on a methodological at-
tack on materialism—an open return to
the idealist theories of the Empirio-Critics
and the Pragmatists. By refusing to see
idea as a reflection of the material world
they destroy the contradiction between
theory and practice and in this way lay the
methodological basis for the destruction
of the party itself.

They cannot rest their labors at this
point. The theoretical labors of Lenin and
Trotsky are too well known and too well
developed precisely on these points to go
unchallenged. And so Marshall, clearly
the man out in front of the pack on these
questions in the IMG, must take on Lenin’s
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism and
What Is To Be Done? With this behind him
he is forced to attack Trotsky as well. He

- particularly attacks what Trotsky con-

sidered his most important work—the

. Fourth International.

Our American author seeks to avoid the
logic of his own position by contrasting
Trotsky with the ranks of the Fourth In-
ternational. This is also borrowed from
Deutscher. But Trotsky's greatest crea-
tion was the Fourth International which
was and is a body of men organized to
carry forward a program within the
working class. To attack the Fourth In-
ternational is to attack Trotsky. This Mar-
shall makes clear. In the end it must all
lead to an open rejection of Marxism, of
Leninism, of Trotskyism, and an attack on
Marx and Lenin and on Trotsky.

Clearly we are here dealing with a
vicious anti-Marxist tendency hostile to
the workers movement. It moves in this
direction precisely to avoid responsibility
for leadership in this new period of class
struggle.. The International Comumittee,
however, will grant nothing to such ten-
dencies, will fight them to the end. This is

" because we view this struggle for Marx-

ism as a central preparation now for our

- development of Marxist cadres in the

working class which will prepare to lead
socialist revolution itself. :
CONCLUDED
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THE GRUNDRISSE. By Karl
Marx. Edited and Translated by
David McLellan. Harper &
Row, New York, 1972. $2.25.
On August 15, 1971 President
Nixon was forced to tear up the
Bretton Woods agreement upon
which the post war boom has
" been based, to launch a direct
attack on the wages of Ameri-
can workers through a wage
freeze, and to deliver serious
blows against the economies of
competing capitalist nations.

With impudence Nixon announced
that America would no longer recog-
nize gold as the basis of currency. But
today gold, without even consulting
Nixon, has impudently risen to over
$70 an ounce, threatening to trans-
form the American dollar into mere
pieces of paper.

No serious person can any longer deny
that world capitalism is in a deep crisis.
No one can make any serious effort to
understand this crisis, let alone resolve it
in the interests of the mass of people who
work for a living, without turning to Marx.
vold has acted according to the laws
which Marx outlined in Capital and not
according to the dictates of Nixon.

Herein lies the importance of the publi-
cation of the Grundrisse. It is an indis-
pensable aid to the study of Marx’s Capital
at a time when this study is critical to the
day-to-day political tasks confronting the
working class.

BASIS

The Grundrisse is a document, around
800 pages long in its complete version, that
was written around the same time as
Capital. It was, in fact, a sort of first draft
of Capital. What we have in this parti-
cular volume is a small selection from the
original chosen by David McLellan, an
academic hostile to Marxism who makes
his living off of Marx. ‘

We, of course, have no way of telling if
this selection accurately reflects the con-
tent of the larger work. In fact there are
certain indications that McLellan selec-
ted what interested him, particularly any
reference to alienation. !

MecLellan makes the point that Capital
was viewed by Marx as only the first of a
six part study of political economy. He
holds that the Grundrisse, which is Ger-
man for “ground”’ of ‘‘basis”, was meant
by Marx to be the basis not just of Capital
as we know it (and excepti for the first
volume even this is incomplete) but of the
whole of his study of political economy.
This leads McLellan to conclude that the
Grundrisse is more ‘“‘fundamental” than
Capital and thus that all Marxists until
McLellan came along did not know the
fundamentals of Marxism.

Marx did not begin with ‘“Capital in
General’’ accidentally nor was it without
reason that he began ‘‘Capital in General”
with a study of the commodity. Marx’s
aim was to get at the heart of capitalism
and to expose in a thoroughly scientific
manner the contradictory movement
within this heart which in the end would
spell the downfall of capitalism.
McLellan’s aim is to dissolve this sharp
contradiction of Capital into the general
background of the Grundrisse instead of
utilizing the Grundrisse for the purpose of
enriching one’s understanding of Capital.

HEGEL

Particularly significant is the discus-
sion which occurs in the Grundrisse of
various aspects of dialectics. This can be
of the greatest help to an understanding
of Capital which as Lenin emphasized can
only be fully understood through a study of
Hegel's Logic and Phenomenology. For
instance, the ‘‘General Introduction” fo
the Grundrisse contains a point which is
also in the Preface to the Critique of
Political Econemy - explaining why
- Capital begins with the commodity instead
of “concrete’’ factual matter. In the

TimgWohlforth

Grundrisse Marx develops this further
contrasting his materialist dialectics to

"Hegel's idealism:

**The concrete is concrete because itisa
combination of many determinations, i.e.,
a unity of diverse elements. In our thought
it therefore appears as a process of syn-
thesis. as a result, and not as a starting
point, although it is the real starting point
and, therefore, also the starting point of
observation and conception. By the former
method (Marx here refers to the empir-
ical beginning with the concrete in
thought—T.W.) the complete conception
passes into an abstract definition; by the
latter the abstract definitions lead to the
reproduction of the concrete subject in the
course ot reasoning. Hegel fell into the
error, therefore, of considering the real as
the result of self-coordinating, self-
absorbed and spontaneously operating
thought, while the method of advancing
from the abstract to the concrete is but
the way of thinking by which the concrete
is grasped and is reproduced in our mind
as concrete. It is by no means, however,
the process which itself generates the
concrete. The simplest economic
category, say, exchange value, implies the
existence of population. population that is
engaged in production under certain condi-
tions: it also implies the existence of
certain types of family, clan or state, etc.
It can have no other existence except as an
abstract one-sided relation of an already
given concrete and living aggregate.”

Marx here is-polemicizing against em-
piricists and pragmatists-who think that
theoretical study is a simple matter of no-
ting facts, of cataloguing the “‘concrete”
and making generalizations from this con-
crete data. He insists rather that scien-
tific theoretical thought must begin with
simple abstraction moving into more and
more complex interrelations in order to in
the end be able to reproduce the concrete
in one's thought in all its richness. But he
then goes on to distinguish his method of
thought from Hegel’s in that this thought
process does not ‘‘create’’ the concrete
but rather enables the mind to come as
close as possible to reflecting an already
existing and independent objective mater-
ial world.

He writes further on this point:

“The whole, as it appears in our heads
as a thought-aggregate, is the product of a
thinking mind which grasps the world in
the only way open to it, a way which
differs from the one employed by the
artistic, religious or practical mind. The
concrete subject continues to lead an inde-
pendent existence after it has been
grasped, as it did before, outside the head,
so long as the head contemplates it only
speculatively, theoretically. So that in the
employment of the theoretical methed in
political economy, the subject, society,
must. constantly be kept in mind as the
premise from which we start.”

UNDERSTANDING

Thus Marx warned that in seeking to
understand political economy we must at
every point realize that what we are doing
is developing in a conscious way through
our thought processes and understanding
of an actual world of social relations
which not only exists outside of us but
changes quite independently of our
speculation right while we are in the
process of thinking. Thinking thus always
is in conflict with the real world the
thinking expresses.

Marx develops in the Grundrisse the
general relations between labor and
capital with the method of dialectics
which is later developed in scientific
detail in Capital.

“But if capital thus appears as the
product of labor, the product of labor also
appears as capital-noc more as a simple
product, nor as exchangeable goods, but as
capital; objectified labor assumes mas-
tery. has command over living labor.”

And:

“This process of the realization is si-
milarly the de-realization process of
jabor. It establishes itself objectively, but
it establishes this objectivity as its own
non-being or as the being of its non-
being—of capital.”

BULLETIN

PAGE 13

The Groundwork

For 'Capital’

Pprtra,it"of Karl Marx in 1867 at about the time he wrote the “Grundrisse’’.

Marx develops this same point of how
the worker’s own non-being or dead being,
the product of his labor expressed as
value, takes the form of capital and ex-
ploits and suppresses the worker himself:

“The worker, in fact, produces himself
within the process, as labor power and as
the capital that opposes him, just as, on
the other side the capitalist produces him-
self as capital, as well as living labor that
opposes him. Each one reproduces himself
in that at the same time he produces. his
opposite, his negation. The capitalist pro-
duces labor as something alien to itself;
and labor produces its product, also as
something alien. The capitalist produces
the workers and the workers produce the
capitalists, ete...”

These selections should suffice to show
that while the Grundrisse neither sup-
plants Capital nor contains really any-
thing startling new not found in Capital, it
does help us to understand Capital from
the viewpoint of the dialectic and to see it
as the expression in an abstract form of
the actual struggle of mutual antagonistic
and hostile social classes.

We must in conclusion draw the reader’s

_attention to one selection which alone

makes this short beok worth reading,
“The Critique of Bastiat and Carey.’
Marx assesses the method of a con-
temporary French and an American eco-
nomist showing how from different na-
tional viewpoints and different theo-
retical traditions, the two economists
shared a common ground of hostility in a
serious understanding of historical de-
velopment. )

In this sense these two. writers used

methods which today have found their ex-

pression within the Trotskyist movement
itself in the evolution of the French OCI

and the American SWP.

PRAGMATISM
Marx places Carey in his historical
framework:
~He belongs to a country in which bour-

geois society has not developed from a
background of feudalism, but began of its
own accord; a country where this society
was not the surviving result of centuries of
development, but the starting point of a-
new movement; where the state unlike all
other natjonal structures, was from the
start subordinated to bourgeois society

and io- bourgeois production, and could -

never pretend to a purpose of its own;

where, finally, bourgeois society itself, *-

linking the productive forces of the old
world with the gigantic natural ferrain of -

the new. has developed to hitherto un- =

known dimensions and freedom of move-
ment, and has far exceeded previousef-.

fort to overcome the forces of nature, and .

where. the contradictions ‘of bourgeois
society themselves appear only as tran-
sitory phenomena.” - - N

He then’ shows how the peculiar con-
ditions of -American development - found
expression in Carey’s method of thought:

“Carey, a true Yankee, collects a quan- -
tity of material from all parts.of the old
world; it is not that he recognizes the
spirit inkierent in all this material, thus
conceding to it the right to a life of its
own: he uses the material for his own pur-
poses, as. lifeless records, indifferent
material that he can work over to prove:
theses inspired by his Yankee point of
view."” ‘

Today the United States has entered-a-

period where the contradictions of capi- -~ ' ,
talism, far from even appearing as tran- -~

sitory phenomena, are tearing up rela-
tions of class compromise. The prag- -

-matic methods expressed by Carey over a

century ago today persist in the Marxist -
movement. ) o ;

If we approach Marx and Capital as a
certain “guantity of material’ for our use

“we will not be able to lay bare the actual

class relations here and the tasks posed

hefore the working class. We must rather e

insist on an nnderstanding of the “‘spirit”

of Capital, its dialectical spirit. For this "

Grundrisse can be a great help.
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~ Shriver Courts
- George McGovern’s Cam

BY FRED MUELLER
Sargent Shriver has been given the difficult task,
as McGovern's vice-presidential candidate, of
attempting to win back the votes of millions of
workers to the Democratic Party by this No-

vember.

The tone for this was set in
the warmed-over demagogy
of Shriver’s speech on August
8th accepting the nomination
for the number two spot on
the Democratic ticket.

There is a note of near des-

peration in the attempts of the
McGovern camp to hold back the
breakup of the Democratic Party
and the coalition first con-
solidated in the Roosevelt years.

According to Shriver, the
Democratic Party ‘‘...is the
oldest political party in the West-
.ern world but.it's still the party

g

of life...It renews itself with
every generation. It seeks new
people. It’s the party of Franklin
Roosevelt’s concern for the de-
pressed and weak; of Harry
Truman’s toughness. It’s the par-
ty of John Kennedy’s courage and
Lyndon Johnson’s’ desire to help
people as poor as he was when he
was a young man. ,
“‘It’s ‘the party of my
friends—Mayor Daley and Shir-
ley Chisholm; of Averell Harri-.
man and Philip Murray and
William' Green; of Hubert Hum-
phrey and Cesar Chavez, and of
Ted Kennedy and Ed Muskie...”

Whatever remains of the so-
called Kennedy magic Shriver is
supposed to bring with him into
this election campaign. The more
he refers to the Democratic Par-
ty of the past the clearer it is that
it cannot be revived. -

Shriver's combinations of
“friends” who are supposed to
represent. the diversity of the
Democrats is truly revealing.
Railroad tycoon and prominent
Democratic politician and diplo-
mat Harriman is still alive and
active at ‘80, but Green .and
Murray, . the heads respectively
©of the AFL and CIO, died within a

few weeks of one another nearly

twenty years ago. The growing
disaffection of labor from the
Democrats is ironically. under-
lined by this reference to the
leading union officials during the
heyday of labor-Democratic
collaboration.

. Shipbuilders at Bethlehem Steel Corporation shipyards in Boston (above), Baltimore and Hoboken |

. voted to accept contract, but with tremendous oppesition. Earlier in the six-week strike, they had :

| rejected almost the same contract, but union leader

| ‘raise per hour.
| e .

s gave no leadership to win the demands of $1.00 ,
N

Problems: .of - the British
Revolution § .95 :
This collection constitutes
8- Trotsky's reply to various cri-
tics of his then recently pub-
lished Where Is Britain Going?

It is a necessary corollary to
“that "work. Dissects the ar-
guments of all’ the opponents
~of “Marxism and unravels
many of the difficult pro-
blems. facing the new- Com~
“miunist Partyin ‘the -de-
velopment- of -a strategy’ for
power . in ‘the’ revolutionary
“epoch. =

'NEW TROTSKYIST
WORKS FROM
ENGLAND

Order from Labor

Publications 135 W.
14th St., New York,
N.Y. 10011. |

Fourth International
Quarterly Journal of Inter- . -
natienal Marxism,

" Published ' by the .Inter-
national Committee of the
Fourth Intermational.
Summer 1972. $ .75

This edition issues a call for
an open discussion on the fun- .
damental questions. of . Marx-
ist philosophy. . Contains -the. -
documents. detailing the split.
with the Organisation Com-
muniste  Internationaliste
(OCI); French Section of the

L.C. Also included are major
statements by the I.C. on in-

ternational = perspectives and
‘the documents from the
Fourth International Con-
_ ference of the International-
Committee of the Fourth
“International, .- i

The New Course 1923

by Leon Trotsky $1.95

Written in the aftermath of the
Civil War and in the period of
. the New Economic Policy, the
‘work detajls Trotsky’s
struggle against the rising Sta-
linist bureaucracy in the .
Soviet Unijon. At that time,
there still appeared to be a
chance of overcoming - this
bureaucracy. Serves as a
. bridge between .Lenin’s last

struggles -against Stalinism

and the later founding of the

Unified Left Opposition.

We -Demand The Right To
Work $ 45 - = ,
The British Young Socialist
~ pamphlet which details, in a
day-by-day account, one of the
most - remarkable  political
campaigns ever waged in the
" British-working class move-
ment. The march culminated
in a rally of 8,500 at Empire
Pool, Wembly.. It centered on
the demand to bring down the
- Tories and elect a Labour
. government pledged to so-
--cialist policies. :

Whatever reforms were
attempted during the Roosevelt
era were the by-product of huge
class struggles and were only
possible on the basis of the pre-
dominant privileged position of
American capitalism as against
its rivals, even during the de-
pression years.

Of course, .the Roosevelt

"reforms were not able to revive

the capitalist economy and only
the world war holocaust set off a
new boom. The alliance between
the labor movement and Roose-

“velt was always shaky and was

preserved only through the be-
trayals of the labor leaders and
with  the vital aid of the Com-
munist Party in particular.

The boom is over, and with its
passing goes any possibility of re-
viving the old Roosevelt coali-
tion. The senile liberalism of
McGovern and Shriver is a re-
flection of the mortal crisis of
capitalism in the 1970s. It is this
crisis which gives the words of
Shriver such a hollow ring:

“We will build again the coali-
tion Robert Kennedy dreamed
of; of the Polish people and the

" Italians, and the Irish, of the

Blacks and Latinos, of the
farmers and workers, the party
of the streets and the neigh-
borhood; the party dedicated to
the children and the families of
America. Because unless all
move together—white and black,
poor, middle class and rich—we
do not move at all, There must be

. :fairness for each or else there is

fairness for none.”

Big business and the workers
will not move together in 1972 or
afterwards. Shriver knows this.
His demagogy is a cover for the
most vicious assaults on the
labor movement. He goes on in
his acceptance speech to shed
crocodile tears over economic in-
security, unemployment, rising
taxes, and ‘“‘job oppression.’”’ But
when he presents his program his
uncompromising defense of capi-

talism is clear for every worker :

IBEW Official
Calls For
Labor Party

SPECIAL
TO THE BULLETIN
CLEVELAND, Ohio—A
statement in the AFL-CIO
newspaper here, The Citizen,
July 21, reflects the feeling of
a significant section of secon-
dary leaders in all areas of
the trade union movement. In

- his report for IBEW (elec-

trical workers) Local 38,

Richard D. Acton writes:
““For the first time in 40 years,

organized labor finds itself

. ‘'without. a presidential candidate

that i$ friendly to labor.

“*Some months ago, I proposed
in this column that in the near
future labor might be forced to
band together and run a man of
our own choice for the office of
president...

- ‘“‘Since we have been given
such g poor choice of candidates
under the two party system in
recent years, it seems inevitable
that we will see the emergence of
a strong third political party in
the very near future, and with a

~unified effort on the part of or-

ganized labor we could be that
party.” .

Big Business For
paign

to see:

“We intend to go out'and ask of
our young people not just to
protest against inadequate
schools but to teach children; not
just to complain about the quality
of law enforcement but to enlist
in the police forces or join the
workers in the prisons; not just
to make speeches about the Third
World but to serve abroad in a re-
vived Peace Corps; not just to
talk about love but to work with
the retarded and the elderly and
the lonely, and the ill and the
blind, and the millions of hungry
children around the world.”

Shriver’s phony promises dis-
solve into the most sickening
drivel. The Democrats, in spite
of or rather precisely because of
their crisis, can offer no con-
crete reforms to the working
class. The McGovern-Shriver
program means, just as much as
Nixon’s, that labor will pay for
the crisis.

FRIENDS

The “kingpins, in fact, in
Shriver’s coterie of influential
“friends'’ include the re-
presentatives of the Eastern big
business establishment. Shriver
himself comes from a prominent
investment banking family from
Maryland. Beginning his cam-
paign after his acceptance
speech Shriver travelled to West
Virginia. Dressed in his “Paris
tailored suit,” Shriver shook
hands with steelworkers. At his
side was one of these “friends,”
John D. Rockefeller, IV, whose
family among other things not
only controls banking interests in
New York but owns mines in
West Virginia.

Shriver also met up with a few
more of his backers including
Andy Houvouras, president of
Huntington Plating, Inc. and Jeff
Seabright, the son of a pro-
minent businessman who is the
Ohio County Democratic Chair-
man. The young Seabright in-
formed Shriver he was a great
pal of his son at the posh private
school for the children of the
Eastern establishment—Philips
Exeter Academy.

1t is these interests Shriver re-
presents. They pose as the bene-
volent exploiters justifying their
profit-making with the thin gruel
of liberalism. As Shriver put it in
West Virginia, “The regular peo-
ple of America will be coming to
dinner at the White House. At
least occasionally we’ll invite
people who are hungry.”

The contempt men like Shriver
have for the working people
knows no bounds. While backing
the wage freeze and unem-
ployment, which is forcing
millions of workers into poverty,
Shriver offers the sop of an *oc-
casional” meal for a few poor at
the White House.

The working class needs pro-
tection against rising prices, jobs
for all and an end to racism and
discrimination, job security and
decent living conditions for all.
This can he achieved only
through the fight for na-
tionalization. of basie industry
and other socialist measures,
fought for through the building of
an independent labor party.

McGovern and Shriver stand
behind the Pay Board com-
pietely. They stand for un-
employment, -inflation, and
speed-up. That is their program
and that is why Shriver’s speechi-

: fying is as phony as a three dollar

bill.
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PLEASANT HAMPTON is
a member of AFSCME 1166,
University of Minnesota Em-
ployees and is active in the
Committee for a Decent Con-
tract. The union is presently
negotiating its first contract.

I think this pamphlet really is
a good thing because it lets the
workers know exactly what’s
going on.

If we can get this contract at -

the hospital it’s a wonderful
thing because we workers have
protection against layoffs, shift
changes, seven day work
weeks. If we can get five days a
week and weekends off that’s a
help. Seven days is pretty hard.

If we get this contract we're
fighting for, the Pay Board couldn’t
tear it up if it’s signed. Actually, a
contract is our protection. We want
these things down on paper signed and
sealed. They can say they'll give us
anything if we wait two or three
years. In the meantime what’s going
on in those years that’s our problem.

1 think the Labor Party is good. Labor is
the only thing we got to fight with. The
way the government is set up, we don't
have nothing to fight with unless we get a
labor party. If you don’'t have a labor
party, what do you have? The government
can still continue to do the things the way
they have been doing. Contracts—they can
always rip them up. If the labor party
comes through, we have something to
fight the government with.

Without a contract and a Labor Party,
we haven’t got nothing to fight with. It’s
like sending me to Viet Nam to fight with
my mouth and the other side has a gun. If

~JERRY HAYFORD of St.

Paul, Minnesota is a member of
the Bookbinders Union.

I want at the outset to let your
readers know that I am neither
unemployed nor on strike, In
fact I'am employed in one of the
highest paid industries where
we average from $2 to $2.50 an
hour over most workers.

Even so, I still see a threat to
my job and living standards by
the present crisis and the ac-
tions of the Pay Board. Imagine
men on Nixon’s Pay Board all
of whom are in the $100,000 a
year bracket, telling workers
earning $2 or $3.00 an hour that
they can not have a raise.

The money for increases that had
already been granted employees is
going back into the pockets of the
businessmen, who have not cut prices,
so that their profits are even greater
than before. ~ '

When the wage freeze was enacted by
Nixon, I did not hear any Democrat, cer-
tainly none of any stature, objecting to it.
‘McGovern to me is one of the first to come
out and say that it should have been done
before. For this reason we can’t back
McGovern.

.The action of Meany and the entire AFL-
CIO Executive Board in not endorsing
either the Democrats or the Republicans
is not enough. To me it falls short of
leadership. To refuse to present any
alternative is not giving us leadership.
These union presidents, high paid execu-
tives and probably very talented men, if
they can’t present us with an alternative,
then we need new leadership.

From my standpoint the big union
leaders occasionally talk abouf an alfer-
native, specifically a labor party, but I've
never seen them do anything about it. If
anything is going to be done, I think you
have to go back to a lower level. The large
labor leader, like the big business execu-
tive, is in an entrenched position. And 1
don’t think he'll get into anything that will
jeopardize that. C

‘We're: probably too late to do much

about the presidency for the "72 election,
. but we have to come out with an alter-
native and I think the Iabor party is a good
= alternative. Let’s run ten for Congress

BULLETIN

we get this contract we got to have pro-
tection. That’s the Labor Party.

Morale is bad at the hospital. These
people didn't get the raise they were sup-
posed to get. The patients still have to
have care no matter what. The govern-
ment should think think the patient comes
first. In order to give the patient the things
he needs, the things he should be getting
from the workers, you should make the
workers feel they are—I don’t know how to
put it. Well, if a man if working and he’s
making money, he knows what he is sup-
posed to do. But if a-man isn’t getiing the
kind of money he knows he is supposed to
get..You either Uit or you keep on
working. So what are you going to do? You

have to keep on working or starve.

We'll get a decent wage increase
through the Labor Party. That’s the only’
way I know. ‘

I don't know if I got it right but some
workers in Connecticut were getting a
7.4% raise and they wanted to drop it to
the 5.5% guideline. They didn’t have any
protection. The point is now if this does
happen here, you know what the situation
is going to be—that’s where the Labor
Party comes in. It’s a good thing to have.
The getting it is the point about it. You
have to fight to get anything. You don't
expect to win all battles. You have a few

scars, but you fight long enough and you -

come out ahead. If it is worth fighting for.

TRADE UNIONISTS

SPEAKON The Gase
foraLabor Party

The following articles are part of a series of statements i@
which will appear weekly in the Bulletin, by trade union- §
ists, unemployed and other sections of the working class,
on the labor party as outlined in the Workers League
manifesto, “The Case For A Labor Party.” The purpose
of these statements is to promote a continuing discussion
of the program in the manifesto in relation to the needs
and the experiences of the working class. This discussion [ES BLEE
is part of the campaign for the mid-October conference of
trade unionists and youth which will establish an organ-
ization to fight for the formation of a labor party. ‘

14508

but not in the two parties but as direct
representatives of labor. And “when
they're in Congress let them prove they
are labor men.

People may not pay attention fo our
voice if we have only 10 or 15 thousand
supporters, but when we have 10.or 15
million, then they have to listen.

In the meantime we have to. do
something to express our dissatisfaction
with Nixon and McGovern, but staying
away from the polling booths is notf

enough, we have to do it in a more intel-

ligible way. .

The trouble is that the union leaders
themselves are dragging their feet. To my
mind, Meany basn't shown any leader-
ship. Fitzsimmons of the Teamsters—-I
suppose this could get into a libel
thing—but I think he sold out. I think if the
Teamsters threw him.out next month, I
think Fitzsimmons would be called Mr.
Ambassador within two years. Fitz-
simmons goes down to Washington and
tells Nixon he ean deliver two million
Teamster votes but I don’t think he can
deliver 200.

Mr. Nixon might like to hear this—and
make the most of it—but the guy driving a
truck or working on a dock, when he walks
into that voting booth, he doesn’t really
care what Mr. Fitzsimmons says. And ]
think when the next Teamsters conven-
tion rolls around, they'll tell Mr. Fitz-
simmons to go fly a kite. o

We come down to a very simple solution
on the matter of unemployment, one that

‘will have to be pushed down certain

people’s throats. But what we got to
have—we’ve got six million unem-

ployed—what we got to have is a 30 hour
week and we wouldn’t have any one un-
employed that wanted to work.

In the printing industry a few years ago

we went to a 35 hour week when we saw
automation coming. Now we're talking a
30 hour week. In‘fact, a few contracts on

the East Coast have gone to 30 hours. In’

certain areas where we are: faced with
increasing automation, we are forced to

- push the 30 hour week. But we can’thave a

30 hour week if it’s only pushed by the
craft unions. All unions are going to have

~to get behind this demand.

As for the clause about nationalization
in the ‘‘Case for a Labor Party,” certainly
the employer will not keep his plant open
if he doesn't find it profitable. Well, a
Labor Government nationalizing industry,
somehow nationalization doesn’t appeal to
me. Well, I've got to hedge on it a little. I
don’t think it worked too well in England,
but I think it worked fairly well in the
Scandinavian countries where you have
Labor governments. I'm just not sure.

On the matter of how to win youth over
in support of the unions, I have seen in my
own local where 20 years ago, we consis-
tently had 65 to 75% of the membership ap-
pearing at a meeting. Now when our local
meets an average meeting has5 or 10% of
the members. It’s a little discouraging to
someone who remembers when -unions

were not generally accepted and had to be

organized through a struggle.

So many of the younger members foday
- only think of the union as something that

takes $15 or 20 out of your paycheck each

- rponth. They don’t realize that unions can

be changed if they only get out there and
do  the changing. ‘Of course, that's a

Pleasant Hampton sits t home with his son

The workers are the ones who got fo
fight -for it. If we're fighting, the others
will know. It's like a crowd in the street.
Two people start fighting and the first
thing you know, you gota crowd. It'slike a
fire. You start a fire and the heat is sup-
posed to run people away. But the right

‘kind of fire, you know, it will bring people

to it. ‘ .
If the workers know what we’re fighting
for, they will step in line right behind us.
There’s no question about it. You start the
ball rolling and it either gets bigger or
smaller. Our problem is to get it bigger. T«
think if we fight hard enough we will get a
Latlaor Party. I think it’s going to work out
well.

problem of education. '
The trouble is that they start showing u
and voicing their opinion after the com- -
pany has decided to close the plant up. To -
prevent that. you have-to move earlier. At
our meetings we always have the same.
solid core, and I can tell you to a man who
will be at the next one. :
When I grew up in the Twin Cities, the
printing unions were already fairly well-
established there. But some of the older
guys - told me that getling the
unions into the Twin Cifies: they had to.
really battle. And I've been in some real -
batiles myself to get unions established in

~ other towns. :

I feel that our own union is not doing a
proper job of education. Too often the -
ynion office doesn’t keep us informed of
vital ‘issues and we don’t know what’s
going on till we get to the union hall.
There's a speed-up going on right now-in
the piant. -

There have been attempts to freeze the -

" apprentices’ wages worse than what the

Pay Board allowed. That is, they were
running machines that should have given: "

© them a sizeable increase. Here, the union / -

wouldn't let them get away with it, Tdon’t
think the Compady could have even
thought of pulling anything like that in a
more active union. B T

In the program of the *Case for a Labor
Party’* the most important plank forme is. -
the 30 hour week, It is an absolute “must” -

“for all labor. Here I agree with you 100%.

Now as for your stand on the Vietnam
War. I really don't believe it is a peasants’
war. I can't see fighting with tanks and
missiles. I think we have to say thatitisa
war of the Russians and Chinese against
the U.5. o

We've got to have employment at a
decent level for everyone who wants it. If
it takes nationalization to get that, I say
we've got to have nationalization. If we
can’t get full employment through the
capitalistic system, then I say we got fo
get rid of the capitalistic system. If’s a -
drastic step. It frightens me slightly, but I~
think it's better than the way things are:
going. now. ‘ AT

1 think another four years of Nixon is
going to push the working man so far .
down, his union is going to become 3

 marching society. It isn’t going to have

any value, it isn’t going tohave any power,
What will Nixon do to usif we don'thave
the power? The millions of unemployed we
have now will be nothing compared to the
misery of the additional miilions if we -

-~ can't have our own alternative to the two.

partjes: TR




PAGE 16

BULLETIN -

AUGUST 21,1972

“THE CL

ST RUG

GR

IN

AT BRITAIN

BY DAVE NORTH

'I‘he class struggle in Britain has now entered its most critical

‘stage since the General Strike of May 1926. Within the past three
weeks, there has begun a massive movement of millions of British
: Workers into political struggle against the Tory government. Stand-
 ing in the front lines of this battle are 40,000 striking dockers, who
are now threatened with the brutal mterventlon of the army.

. The developments in Britain have

the sharpest international signi-
ficance. In the convulsive decline of
- the -oldest capitalist society in the
~ world, all the advanced industrial
T ,natlons can see the image of their im-

‘mediate future. Under the pressure of -

~ the most devastating economic crisis
in hlstory, all basis for class com-
4 ‘prormse is being totally undermined.
- It is in Britain, the very homeland of
‘‘compromise;”’ . that the greatest

- shocks ‘are now occurring. These

' shocks will. soon be felt in the rest of

o Europe

: UNITED STATES
But the crisis in Britain is ne- less,
decisive for American- capltahsm The

' center of the world crisis is the United

‘States itself, whose fantastically inflated

' dollar is tearing the international mone-
tary system to shreds and creating the
conditions ‘for - trade war and world de- -

pression.. .
Although the Umted ‘States seeks to

~ throw the weight of the crisis onto the .
- backs of the European: bourgeoisie, and

insists that it fight its workmg class now,

the full force of the crlsxs Wﬂl ‘soon come -

‘home to roost. .

As Trotsky wrote in 1925 in his Ame—
rican preface to Where Is Britain Going?:

SDriving Europe more and more into a
blind alley, American capitalism is' pre-

... pering wars and revolutionary upheavals
. which will then strike, in frightful re-
- percussion,- at the economy of the United .
. States itself. Such is the prospect before

. America. Along the line of revolutionary

© its elder European sister.: But the ine-
< vitable -hour will strlke fot Americnn
- caphal, te0.”
, Thedockers smkelsthepreludetoa; :

. general strike, which will be the first since .

1926. However, the issues over which such
a strike will take place are even more fun-
damental than those which were raised 46
years ago. In 1926, the General Strike
occurred in response to the ultimately suc-
cessful attempt of the mine owners—sup-
ported by the Tory government then led by
Stanley Baldwin—to cut wages. .
Today, the Tory government of Edward

_ Heath intends to go beyond wage cutting.
British workers are faced with a govern- -

ment that is determined to destroy their
trade unions,  break  their living con-

- ditions, create mass unemployment, and

impose a dictatorship that would wipe out

- all their historic rights.

To carry out this task, the Tories have
constructed a monster of a legal system,

“ -based upon the Industrial Relations Act,
- which has already levied great fines upon
" :trade unions. and even  imprisoned -in-
dividual trade unionists—for the “crtme” T

of defending their rights,

~." The Industrial Re]atmns Bill became
‘the law of the land in August 1971, after

the Labour. Party and the trade ‘union
bureaucracy had deliberately sabotaged

‘the struggle of workers against the Bill. It

was not until this past February that the

‘Tories began to make use of the law. This
- was in the aftermath of the miners’ strike,

in which the workers had won their wage
claim. and forced the govemment to

. retreat

HEATH i, ‘
To understand the real meaning of the

.Industrial Relations Act and the political
- itasks now posed to British workers, it is"
*important to grasp the character of the
. Tory government.
o development  America occupies. only. the .
~+:. second place. The American-bourgeoisie -

- will yet be able to watch-the destruction of -

Heath came to power in June of 1970.
From the start, he made it clear that the.

* trade unions would have.to be broken if
-capitalism. was to survive in Britain -It-
was -Edward Heath who sfunned the :

United Nations when he declared with icy

frankness that the lm’s would be an era

Upper left, 1972 British miners’ strike nearly toppled Tory government. Last week
police arrested 22 dockers’ pickets (above) and tried to break up their mass picket lines.

of civil war rather than war between
nations.

That Heath meant what he said has been
graphically shown in Ulster, where the
Tories have used internment, torture, and
massacres to defend the interests of im-
perialism."

But because Heath realizes that the

_problems. of British capitalism eannot be

finally solved in Ireland, he is determined

'to defeat the working class in England. -

This is what the Industrial Relatlons Actis
all about.

In so far as the Industrial Relations Act
has been mentioned in the American press

-(which does not like reporting the .tur-

bulent-developments in England), it has
been described as a British Taft-Hartley
Law. The truth is that the Industrial Rela-
tions Act is far more devastating in its
provisions and powers than the Taft-Hart-
ley. _ .

Not “only does it place enormous re-

- strictions on the right of unions to strike
~(way beyond the 80-day “coolmg~off”
period of the Taft-Hartley), but the Act is

enforced by a special court—the National
Industrial Relations Court—which  has

"more or less replaced the legal frame-

work of British common law that emerged

-over several centuries. This court, opera:
“ting ‘upon the instructions of the govern-

ment; can throw practically any militant
trade unionist behind bars. In England,

where the trade unions have developed a

powerful shop steward movement, the Act

. is clearly intended to break the leadership
- of the working class.

But the ‘Act goes further: The govern-

- ment is actually empowered to seize the -

assets of &@ny union if it defies the strike
breaking provisions of the Act.

The Tories did not pass the Industrial
Relations Bill in a fit of absent-mind-
edness. They knew very well that it would

“meet powerful opposition: from the
.-working class. But they also realized that
there -is no other path for capitalism

. ‘except one that leads m a confmntatmn

with the. trade unions. ~ B
. “There can be no negotxatxons mth the :
Tories.. If the working class in England is =
to survive, it must first of all defeat the -
" government, force it to. resign, and-
_replace it with a Labour government
pledged to socialist policies. The: re- -
. formists, revisionists, and Stalinists deny

this. For themn, there is no pressing need

for the working class to do anything more
than persuade the Tories to retreat from
the attack—to ‘‘reconsider’ the Act.

But the lessons of the past few months
are clear: as long as the Tories are in
power, they will use. every ounce of
strength that the state can muster to
destroy the working class.

What lies behind the Tory strategy is the
capitalist crisis. The strength of the
working class plays an objective role in
deepening that crisis, as we will see when
we examine the events since February.

MINERS STRIKE

On February 18, 1972, following a five
week strike of miners that had received
tremendous support within the entire
working class, the Tory government was
forced to make substantial wage con-
cessions.

The power shown by the miners threw
Heath and his cohorts into the deepest
crisis the government had ever faced. The
strike proved conclusively. that the
working class has the power to defeat the

-Tories, But the leadership of the miners

union,  following the lead of the TUC
{England’s. AFL-CIO) did not press
forward a political fight. It allowed the

- Tories to live and fight another day.

" Ten days later, the Industrial Relations
Act went into effect. Within a month, the
National Industrial Relations Court
(NIRC) clamped down on the dockers .
union (T&GWU) with a $120,000 fine for
picketing action by dockers fighting
against a firm trying to use non-umon
labor.

It was at this point that it became clear-
that the TUC's official policy of ignoring
the Act was absolutely inadequate.

‘Whether or not the trade union bureau-
" cracy wished to recognize the law could
" not change the reality that the Act exists.

The leaders of the T&GWU came to the
same conclusion—not to fight the Tories,
but in order {0 make their peace with the-

Act they paid the fine.

S RAILWAYS C
But even though the bureaucracy had

- decided to betray the working class and

accept the Act, thousands of workers

“ began to intervene in the Spring in a fight ek ]

against the government. Another: retreat
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was forced upon the government by the
railway workers, whose massive strike
vote threatened the government with a
two front battle with them as well as the
dockers.

Once again, all the conditions were ripe
for general strike action to force the
Tories out of office. But the TUC pre-
vented this, because what the bureau-
cracy fears above all is that the working
class will throw the Tories out and dis-
cover its strength. The bureaucrats
realize that every victory won by the
working class is one more nail in their
coffin. ,

With the acceptance of the. wage in-
crease for the railway workers, the stage
was set for the showdown with the
dockers. While the Tories had been unable
to deliver a decisive blow against the
trade unions, they still retained power and
were able to make plans for the big con-
frontation.

What has made this confrontation inevi-
table, we repeat once more, is the capi-
talist crisis. The inability of the Tories to
defeat the miners and the railway workers
deepened this crisis enormously—to the
extent that the government was forced to
devalue the British pound and open a new
stage in the international monetary chaos.

DEVALUATION

The decision of the Tory government to
float the pound last June came im-
mediately after a major confrontation
with dockers. '

Three militant shop stewards who had
been leading the picketing against firms
using non-union labor were arrested upon
the orders of the NIRC. This provoked a
strike by 35,000 dockers throughout the
country, throwing the Heath regime info
confusion. Through complex maneu-
vering, the Tories used an unknown func-
tionary employed by the courts called the
Official Solicitor to ‘‘demand’’ the release
of the three men.

This retreat by the government re-
sulted in a loss of confidence by its Euro-
pean and American capitalist partners in
the ability of Heath to deal with the
English working class, and led to a run on
the pound. The enormous decline in the
foreign exchange reserves forced the de-
valuation upon the Tories.

Above all, the devaluation exposed the
crisis of Toryism and the strength of the
working class. But although the relation of
forces are entirely favorable to the
working class, there is another aspect to
the crisis. That is the subjective factor.
The Tories realize they are weak and the
working class is not fully conscious of its
strength.

It is the role of the {rade union bureau-
cracy and the leadership of the Labour
Party to prevent the working class from
discovering its strength. Without the
treacherous activities of the labor aris-
tocracy, the Tory government could not
have survived the miners strike, or the
railroad settlement and devaluation.

On July 21, the National Industrial
Relations Court began rounding up
dockers once again. This time, five mili-
tants were arrested. A great movement of
workers began. In every part of the coun-
try, workers began strike actionin support
of the dockers. The TUC was forced to call
for a one day general strike for the
following Monday.

Again, the government sent in the Of-
ficial Solicitor to have the men released.
But this tifne, the Tories actually
strengthened the Court. The Official Soli-
citor was not used until the House of Lords
had upheld the legality of the Act, and then
declared that the NIRC can penalize un-
ions and their leaders if they do not take
action against rank-and-file militants.

Prime Minister Heath hailed the.deci-
sion, saying that the House of Lords is the
highest body in the land. In this way the
Tories are seeking to reactivate the in-
stitutions of feudalism against the modern
proletariat—for those of capitalism alone
are inadequate.

Furthermore, the decision of the House
of Lords actually revives the infarnous
Taff Vale decision of 1901, which was used
at the turn of the century to break the
trade union movement.

In that period, the defence of the trade
unions required the construction of the
Labour Party in 1906 through a break with
the old Liberal Party.

‘But today, with the crisis of capitalism
so much deeper, nothing less than the
building of a revolutionary party to lead
the working class to power and put an end
to capitalism can defend the historic
rights of the working class..

This is shown clearly in the dockers
strike. The Tories are mobilizing the full
resources of state power against the 40,000

Tories jailed five dockers but freed them (above) when general strike threat grew.

dockers. At stake is the most funda-

mental question: the right of workers to "~

have a union to defend their right to work,
There is no doubting the fact that the
Tories are getting ready to challenge this
fundamental right with the same troops
that were used three weeks ago in Ulster,
In this situation, the reformist leader-
ship of the working class has already
revealed the side of the fence on which
it stands. The entire bureaucracy of the
TUC is engaged in cynical negotiations
with Heath, deliberately giving him the
cover he needs to prepare military aetion
against the dockers. The Labour Party
leadership has already indicated that it
would join a government of national emer-
gency to put down the working class. In
1931, the Labour Party betrayed the
working class in just this way.

STALINISM
The Stalinists refuse to. mobilize the

working class in this dangerous situation.

It remains their policy to call upon Heath
to be reasonable. Just like the Communist
Party of the United States, the British CP
follows the counter-revolutionary line of
the Kremlin, which is in complete soli-
darity with the Tories.

As for the revisionists, they hold great
responsibility for the dangers faced by the
working class today. It was the Pabloite
International Marxist Group that urged
workers to abstain from participating in

- the 1970 General Elections, because to

these middle class radicals, the Labour
Party of Wilson is the same as the Tory
Party of Heath. To this very day, the IMG
will not fight to mobilize the working class
to bring the Tories down.

Neither the reformists, revisionists, or
Stalinists begin with the crisis that faces

- < oo ~ -,

international capitalism. They did not
foresee the crisisnor do they understand it
today.

Only the Trotskyist movement has
fought to prepare the working class for
this crisis, with the view of constructing a
revolutionary party to resolve the crisis of
leadership. It is only the Socialist Labour
League that warned the working class
about the aims of the Tories from the
moment they took office.

ROLE OF SLL

On June 23, 1970, five days after Heath
took over, the headline of the Werkers
Press read: ‘‘Prepare To Fight The Tory
Government””. The article beneath the
headline stated:

. .The working class is now saddled
with the most reactionary post-war Tory
government. This, however, is no cause
for despondency or political paralysis
among socialists, provided they clearly
understand the objective situation, and the
economic crisis which determines it.

“The Tories cannot overcome their
economic crisis except by consistently at-
tacking the standard of living of the
working class. They will aggravate it by
increasing the number of unemployed,
possibly devaluing the pound, and putting
the clock of trade union history back 70
years. . ."”

At every point, the Socialist Labour
League has gone about its work with great.
confidence that the working class would
fight the Tories. Now, the movement of
the British working class opens the
greatest possibilities for the construction
of the revolutionary party.

The whole working class can be mobil-
ized around the struggle of the dockers. In
1889, Frederick Engels wrate of London
dockers ‘. . .if they can combine, and
terrify by their resolution the mighty
Dock Companies, truly then we need not
despair of any section of the working
class. . .If the dockers get organized, all
other sections will follow. . .It is a glorious
movement and again I envy those who can
share in the work.”

The social revolution is develcpmg in
Britain, and in the coming weeks millions
of workers will be drawn into politics.
Under the shocks of historic events, great

. changes will take place in the thinking of

the working class. But the spontaneous
movement of the working class will not
put an end to capitalism. Thequestion of
leadership is going to be posed with great -
yrgency. :
Marxism develops in conflict with the
consciousness of the working class. In this
sense, the working class and the Marxist
movement are opposites united in conflict.
But the great crisis of capitalism and the
movement of social classes are creating
the conditions which can bring about the
transformation of opposites through the .
struggle to build the revolutionary party.
It is with an understanding of this objec-
tive situation that the Socialist Labour
League will transform itself into the
revolutionary party before the end of 1972,

British Columbia Government Adopts Police State Measures

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

VANCOUVER, B.C.—On the

~eve of a provincial election, the

~ British Columbia Social Credit -
government of Premier W.A.C.

Bennett' has shown to workers
in British Columbia and all
across the country the inten-
- tions of the employing class to-
ward labor if it is allowed to
continue to rule.

The most striking landmark
- in the recent history of this
government was the decision in
June of this year to raid the un-
ion offices of all striking con-
struction locals which defied
the government back-to-work
legislation of June 7. The
RCMP raided 52 unmion offices

throughout the province in-

cluding carpenters, plumbers,
electricians,

irenworkers, -

boilermakers, heat and frost
insulators and one plasterers

local.

Charges Wére tiled againét\the con-

struction unions under the 1968 B.C.
.Mediation Commission Act (Bill 33).

Up until June the government had
retreated from this showdown with
the working class, but finding itself
backed into a corner by the strength
and determination of the con-

- struction workers and other sectors of
‘B.C. labor—the government decided

to use the Act which provides maxi-
mum fines ranging from $1,000 for
individuals to $10,000 for unions. For
continuing offenses under the Act, the

-maximum fine is $150 a day for each
- day the offense continues.

EMPLOYERS
The construction employers are relying

- on the government {o back them wup in

their policy of removing confract clauses

which they can no longer afford such as -

hiring halls which guarantee workers’ jobs
on'a strict rotation basis to guard against

"layvoffs and the individual whims of
employers Some nf these centract agree- i

ments (e.g., the electricians} have ‘been

* fought for and maintained since 1807. The

C.L.R:A. (construction employers

association) .also wants to introduce a.

policy of allowing a segment of manage-

~ment to use tools. These would be used as

strike-breakers to liquidate workers’ at-
ternpts .to maintain a decent living stan-
dard.

The government, reactmg to the rapid

withdrawal of foreign capital invested

during the boom of the 1950’s, has now "

resolved to use force to implement a
policy of smashing the right to collective
pargaining, reducing wages, unemploying
thousands and cutting back on welfare
payments.
UNEMPLOYED

Over 76,000 people are now out of work

in B.C. and 5,000 of these have been cut off

" 'a guarantee of welfare. On the re-

commendation of Waiter Boyd, - single

workers who are unemployed only receive

financial assistance for a maximum of 14
days! When various delegations brought to
the attention of Mr. Boyd and the City
Council of Vancouver that such workers
would be unable to even pay their rent—to
mention only one expense—Boyd replied,
“How they meet their expenses has
always been their problem.”. -

The Social Credit government is carry-

jpg out the warning issued to the Cana-
dian working class by Trudeau’s War
Measures Act of 1970. All sections of B.C.
workers from construction to civil ser-
vants (who face a 6.5% ceiling on their

" wage increases) to the dockers, now

‘taking a strike vote against the employers
refusal fo continue long standing agree-

" roents on hiring hall practices, are up in

arms- against” the Social Credit govern-
ment, Many union federations have stated
that it must be gotten out of office.

ELECTION :

In the provincial election of August 30
this can and must be carried out. The
employing class has shown that reforms
and compromises - are impossible. - -
Socialist policies of nationalization of the
construction - industry and of the docks
under workers control is the only answer. ~
for the working class. Barret, the provin-

cial leader of the NDP in B.C. has refused -

to take a class stand on these issues
throughout the struggle. -

The fight to throw the Social Credit
government ont ‘must be linked with the

fight to force the NDP to implement .

socialist policies-in the interests of the
working class, This-must be the policy of
the Canadian working class as a whole i in
the coming Federal electmn i

CEE S
O E S :
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The Cleaver section of the
Black Panther Party have
been on the receiving end of
some sharp lessons on the
nature of their ‘‘fellow re-

velutionaries’’ in the Al-
gerian regime of Houari Bou-
medienne.

Cleaver demanded back $1
million the Algerians con-
fiscated from five airline hi-
jackers so it could be used for
purposes of ‘‘Black re-
volution.”

However, by now Bou-
medienne and his associates
were less interested in “‘re-
volutionary” window dres-
sing than in multimillion
-dollar deals with the U.S. for
natural gas deposits.

Last Friday Algerian police
surrounded the International
Black Panther Party head-

High Price
! - 12
‘For "Soul City

Floyd McKissick, former
director of CORE, has had
some sort of reputation as a
“Black militant.”’ He was in-

- strumental in swinging CORE
behind “Black Power” when
that came out and was one of
the big wheels behind the re-
cent Black Political Con-
vention in Gary, Ind.

McKissick has come a long
way from the day when he ad-
vocated Blacks arming them-
selves for self-defense. The
other day MecKissick held a
press conference to announce
his support for President Nix-
on’s re-election.

He urged Blacks to join the
Republican Party ‘‘because
they ~can appeal to middle
Americans,”’ and of course
added that Nixon’s opposition
‘to busing to eliminate se-
gregation “‘ought to be erased
as an issue.”

- 'Naturally, the fact that
McKissick is gettmg a 14

The Knapp Commission -on
police corruption in New York
issued its findings last week re-
commending ‘that Governor
‘Rockefeller appoint a special
deputy attorney general to begin
a five year “waron corruption.”

Not only did Knapp find a few
rotten apples in the police force
but that ““large numbers”’ of cops
were padding their pockets with
payoffs and were a necessary

~Vlink in the drug trade.

Knapp's recommendation for a
special deputy revealed that it
was not just the local cop on the

| beat but that he was being pro-'

tected by the courts-and the dis-
trict attornies. This proposal was

-} important not from the stand-

point of ending the corruption but
for the response it received from
the local district attorneys.
Bronx DA Burton Roberts de-
nounced the report as ‘‘a cheap
shot’’ and Queens DA. Thomas

| Mackell, “an ex-cop, said that
“§ Knapp’s - revelations -about the "

failure of DA’s. to’ prosecute
policemen was a “‘darnable lie.”
“This office,” said Mackell, “‘has

police corruption has been

- brought forth.”

But Mr. Mackell was domg
some flinching this week.

While Mayor Lindsay, -the
police and-the DA’s were com-
forting themselves with the fact
that -the Knapp business was
finally over, a new ‘‘graft study”

never flinched when evidence of ‘

Editor's Notebook

The Honeymoon's Over

quarters, a villa on the out-
skirts of Algiers. The Pan-
thers’ phones were cut off,
and since then have been an-
swered by an Algerian in-
terpreter. Cleaver has not
been located and is pre-
sumably under house arrest.

Back in New York, the
Cleaver faction’s national
communications secretary,
Bernice "Jones, announced
that Algeria was ‘‘veering
towards the capitalist camp.”’

With North Korea’s Kim 11
Sung arranging an ac-
comodation with the U.S.
puppets of South Korea and
Mao  Tse-Tung hosting
Richard Nixon, there may
soon be no ‘“‘anti-imperialist
strongholds’” left for the
Cleaverites.

Floyd McKissick

million loan from' the Nixon
Administration for ‘de-
velopment of a ‘‘Soul City” in
North Carolina had nothing to
do with his decision to ‘‘help
re-elect the President.”

As - the revisionists would

‘say, it is simply a case of na-

tionalism - being cons1stently
carried out.

What's Cookmg In The DA’'s Office?

was released this one done by
the Temporary Commission - of
Investigation. This one charged
the Police’ Department -with
failing to investigate reports by a
Federal agency between 1968 and
1972 that 72 cops including de-
tectives, sergeants, lieutenants
and a captam of being ‘‘im-
properly. engaged. in the nar-
cotics traffic.” A few of those in-
volved have retired but the rest
still have their jobs, many. ‘‘in ex-
tremely sensitive positions.”

Not only did the Police Depart-
ment with the blessing of the
Mayor's office ignore these
reports but the Commission also
charged the Queens DA -office
with letting cops charged off the
hook. Specifically involved was
none other than Mr. Mackell’s
son-in-law* who allowed a ‘de-
tective “indicted on charges . of
selling heroin to plead guilty of a
misdemeanor and get off with a
year’s suspended sentence. The
Judge of course claimed to know

nothing about the detective’s-

record.

Almost concurrently with this
report one of the head judges for
this so-called capitalist system of
justice, Powell of the Supreme

-Court, lashed out at. the: “per‘

sistent and destructive cri-
ticism’’ of free enterprise which
he claimed was eroding the
moral authority of American in-
stitutions.

MEATCUTTERS . .

(Continued From Page 3)

policy differences with Belsky
when he took an equivocal stand
on the question of election of dis-
trict directors.

But by the time he had reques-
ted that the roll call election vote
be discontinued (after Belsky

had received a clear majority),
Caldwell -had rolled up close to
one-third of the votes.
A large portion of the union
ing f

George McGovern

The Caldwell vote was a clear
expression of that. By agreeing
with the leadership on most
issues or taking an equivocal
position, Caldwell and his forces
insured their defeat.

As for the members and sup-
porters of the Stalinist Commu-
nist Party, they were either in-
troducing pro-Zionist resolutions
on Palestine, or whooping it up
for McGovern or hustling votes
for Belsky.

The significance of the
-Caldwell vote is that so many
votes were cast in this.direction.
Had Caldwell shown up to have
differences on the policy and
direction of the union, he might

" have brought enough more locals

into action and behind him. ‘“This
is- quite a machine my friend
Gorman has,” he said conceding
defeat.

The bulldmg of a leadership in
this union that can take up where
the present leadership has left off
in fighting ‘the Pay Board will
require the creation of a national
movement within the union,
based on Marxism.and not equi-
vocating on the issues the 1abor
movement faces. :

What has to be brought out is
that by the endorsement of
McGovern instead of joining the
movement for a labor party, the
-leadership of the Amalgamated
Meat Cutters is marching their
membership towards - disaster.
The Caldwell vote indicates that
a large portion of the ranks are in
no mood to stop fighting. =~

- MINN. CLUC

{Continued From Page4)
Pay Board, is behind the growing
movement for a Labor Party. It
is this anger that forced the
action of the CLUC. This also
explains Roe’s extreme hostility
to the CLUC action, shown by his
refusal to even talk to a Bulletin
reporter and his repeated con-
tempuous statement, ‘‘Go talk to
Tom Loberg, he’s the one that’s
for this kind of thing”

However, the workers’ disgust
with both parties must now be

directed into a massive rampign
to put content into the CLUC
stand for a Labor Party; to force
the calling of a Congress of Labor
to actually launch such a party.

To this end, the Minnesota
Workers League and Young
Socialists will lobby the national
convention of the American
Federation of Teachers in St.
Paul next week, as well as the
state convention of the AFL-CIO
in Rochester next month.

AMERICAN CAN

(Continued From Page 1)

ever. As a matter of fact, after it
destroys 4,800 jobs through these
closures, it expects this action to
raise its earnings by 30% by 1975!

The plants that are being shut
down are old. The Jersey City
plant was built in 1928 and many
of the machines still in use go
back nearly that far. The com-
pany claims they are obsolete
and uneconomical, and is simply
transferring production to more
modern and automated fa-
cilities. In New Jersey, a good
deal of the production will be
transferred to a plant in Hill-
side. '

Of the 1,000 workers now at the
Jersey City plant, only 150 at the
most will be allowed to transfer
to these other plants.

One worker explained the
situation:

“During the 1950’s we had
about 3,000 people working here.

‘Then they started to close down

different departments. We once
produced the best cans in the
area. Now we just produce pres-
sure cans.

“They kept consolidating the
production in the plant unti],
now, I guess the next step is to
close down here and consolidate
the work into other plants with
newer facilities.”

Workers who spent 20 and 30
years in the plant are now ex-
pected to sit by and watch every-
thing their sweat has created
taken away from them.

Meanwhile, even workers on
pension or eligible for it who are
hoping to escape the full brunt of
the closure on their living stan-
dard, -are threatened. A union
delegate of Steelworkers Local
6300 at the plant expressed fear
of ' the Supreme  Court ruling,
which states that a company is
not responsible for the pension
plan after it shuts down:

“We. have people down in
Washington, D.C. now pushing

for the government to take over

these pension plans. I don’t know
how much money we got in the
pension fund; but I don’t think it
will last too long if the plant
closes and all these guys who are
eligible start drawing pensions.”

There is wide interest among
these workers in a program to
nationalize the plants and other
industries which threaten to shut
down. An older worker aimed a
warning especially at the youth
just getting jobs now:

“Believe me, you're going to
see a big change. More and more
of these younger workers are
going to get hurt. They feel this
more because they got the bigger
part of their life ahead of them.
It’s going to be tougher on them:.

“A labor party? Maybe not
right away, but we can let things
only go so far. The companies got
to have a certain amount of
power, but when they get too big,
you can't talk to them anymore.
They want to be the law all the
way around.”’

When the Ballantine Brewery
in Newark shut down, the after-
noon shift sat down in the plant
until the union leaders talked
them into leaving. But the men
showed a determination to de-
fend their jobs.

The same question is now
posed to workers at American
Can Company all across the
country. Can thousands of
workers “afford to watch their
livelihood wash down the drain
just for the sake of extra profits
for the bosses?

The answer must be a re-
sounding NO! The Steelworkers
Union must prepare now to hold a

nationwide strike of the Ameri- -

can Can Company of all its 127

- factories in the U.S. and Canada

against the closures. The fight
must center on the demand for
the nationalization of the in-
dustry and the construction of a
labor party to implement these
policies.

(Continued From Page 7)

forward their demands on what"

should be done about the con-
ditions.

With the increasing attacks on
the living conditions of workers
and youth, the government has
:now taken certain steps to in-
crease repression. in- Germany.
However, since the government
in Germany is a coalition be-
tween the Free Democrats,. a
bourgeois party, :and the Social
Demgcrats, a workers - party,
they cannot come out openly and
attack the working class. Behind
this, the emergence of a sharper
~form of attack on the working
class, aimed at the unions, can be
seen.

“‘With the crushmg of the mid-

- dle class protest movement by

‘the movement of the working
class, terrorist groups began to
emerge. Attacks were made on
the armed forces and the police
by these terrorists,”” Uli said.
**As a response to this, the bour-
geon’sxe opened up a massive
campaign for Law and Order.”
Emergency measures were
taken in which 15,000 new police
were put on the force. Other

 GERMAN YOUTH. ..

forces were brought in which
were used only for national
emergencies. The finances shot

~ up from 22 million marks to 122

million marks which is about 35
million dollars.

A Protective Security Law has
been enacted whereby anyone
can be arrested for subversion on

- the basis that he claims he will
 subvert the state.

“The German bourgeoisie is
very conscious of the German
working class, which is the
reason for the intense security
measures,”’ Uli stated.

The tremendous movement of
the German working class has
shocked the bourgeoisie as well
as certain‘left groups. The poli-
tical intervention of the working
class in the actions of the govern-
ment expresses the strength of
the working class.

During the battle between the
right-wing Christian- Democrats
to. oust the Brandt coalition
government, thousands. of
workers came out to protect the
liberal government. Workers
staged walk-outs and closed
down plants while others brought
portable television sets to their

jobs to watch the debates.

Uli described what happened:

‘‘Thousands of trade union
protest strikes were sparked off
momentarily by the attempt of
the CDU to replace the liberal
government. Union bureaucrats
did everything possible to try and
smash the strikes. They told the
workers that political strikes
were prohibited. The workers re-
sponded by saying ‘Sure it is but
if we do it its allowed.’

*“The ability of the German
working class to participate in
determining maneuvers of Par-
liament shows the strength of the
working class,” It is this strong
movement which the union
bureaucracy and the bourgeoisie
fear will turn towards Marxism.
. The launching of the Socialist
Youth League on October 1st by
‘the German League of Socialist
Workers, section of the InT
ternational Committee of the
Fourth International, will mean
a sharpening of the political
movement in Germany.

““Under these conditions it is
very important to construct a
movement to fight for socialist
policies,” declared Uli.
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bining age and years of service.

Those over fifty need 70 points
to retire immediately, those un-
der fifty need 75. Men with fewer
points but over fifteen years of
service have their pension vested
and receive benefits at age 65.
Laid off workers can draw up to
two years of supplementary un-
employment benefits at 28 hours
pay a week, or else reitre im-
mediately and draw a plant
closure bonus.

Most of the workers are unhap-
py with the pension benefits,
which will shrink even further
with inflation. A fifty-three year
old worker said, “We get $8.50 4
month for each year of service,
plus the bonus. Well, I thought,
$350 a month, why we can sur-
vive on that, just my wife and I.
But then we sat down and figured
it all out. We like to take a drive
in the country once in a month,
up to Sonoma and Napa, leave
early in the morning, have dinner
' out there. But that’s twenty-five
or thirty dollars. We can’t do that
any more. And there’s other
things—clothes. I'll have to get
another job. I've been working
here 27 years, I don’t know what
it’s like on the outside. Who’ll
hire a man 53 years old?”

“It stinks,” a woman at the
plant for 22 years told the
Bulletin. “I know you need a
union, but our union just sold us
out. I've got a husband so when I
retire we'll be all right. But what
about guys with a wife and
kids—they can’t live on that pen-
sion. They’ll have to find work,
and companies don’t want som-
body that old. And there's lots of
guys who won’t be getting a
pension. They’ve been paying in
for 15 or 20 years and won't get
anything until they're 62. Who’s
getting all that money? They
close this place down. What's to

stop them from opening up a-

small place out where the taxes
aren’t so high and hiring a lot of
young people they don’t have to
pay so much and starting all over
again? The government ought to
do something about it. They
should freeze those pensions so
anybody who works 15 or 20 years
someplace gets something.”

A younger worker said “I've

given them a good piece of my
life, and now they’re turning me
out. We've been crapped on.” A
39 year old worker voiced the
common complaint: “I could get
a job at another place, but then I
get nothing till Fm 65, Who
knows, 26 years from now 200
dollars a month may be worth 50
cents.’ I almost have to try to
catch on at Oakland and get in
eight more years, for my thirty.
They’re hiring off the street
there, but they have to give us
priority.”
The union has done nothing to de-
fend the right of its members.
Few of the men who would Iike to
will be able to transfer to
Oakland. Most who retire will do
S0 because they have to, not
because they want to. The closing
of the plant is accepted as inevi-
table, and the local is going to be
disselved.

Steelworkers Local 1684 presi-
dent Leo Gerval claimed the un-
ion had always had good rela-

tions with American Can

management—there have been
no strikes since the plant was
organized in 1937 and all disputes
have been settled through bin-
ding arbitration. ““This place just
isn’t economical anymore,” said
Gerval.

The real needs of workers in
can, steel, and aluminum—a $500
a month pension, no layoffs, and
the thirty hour week at forty
hours pay—can only be won by

mobilizing the labor movement.

politically in an independent par-
ty based on the unions.

American Can

Company will

o

end jobs of nearly 5,000

workers as part of productivity offensive against the workers.

Rockwell Uses Speedup
To Get NASA Contract

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
LOS ANGELES—A few weeks ago the Bulletin ran an article
detailing the introduction of Detroit’s auto speed-up methods
into production at North American Rockwell.

The results of this campaign
are now clear with the awarding
of the main part of the Space
Shuttle contract from NASA to
North American.

Rockwell’s $2.6 billion bid was
almost $1 billion less than its
competition. This bid will be
adhered to with the introduction
of intensive speed-up and effi-
ciencies.

North American is setting up a
control center to keep a week by
week compilation of people
employed and money spent. In
addition they will keep watch-
dogs overseeing production at all
subcontractors.

North American has also been
awarded the contract for the
Orbiter engine, another part of
the system,

An indication of the new
methods being brought into aero-
space production is that the
prime factor is no longer perfor-
mance. Design requirements will
be altered to stay within
stringent budgetary require-

ments in what is called a “‘trade-
off”’ between cost and perfor-
mance. We are sure that those
who eventually ride the shuttle
will be delighted to know this.

NASA itself will not retain a
large engineering staff to
oversee the project, relying in-
stead on North American as part
of its cost-cutting program.

Although up to 50,000 people
will be involved on this project
there will be no massive hiring
program as a large number of
these will simply be shifted from
projects now shutting down.

The successful bid by North
American is a warning to its
competitors and to the labor
movement that the crisis in aero-

space continues to deepen and

will involve the sharpest attacks
on the working class.

Indeed while Rockwell cele-
brates its victory over its rivals
McDonnell-Douglass has an-
nounced new layoffs of over 13,-
000 workers.

To Break AFSCME Strike

BY BARRY GREY

FOSTER CITY, ‘
Calif.—Since August 1st, the
city park and public works
employees of Foster City,
AFSCME Local 756, have
been on strike for parity.in
wages, fringe benefits, and
working conditions with the
rest of San Mateo County.

The strike has thrown the city
administration into a desperate
crisis. Foster City is a new resi-
dential development built on
land-fill extending into San Fran-
cisco Bay. The city’'s sewage
system depends upon the opera-
tion by city employees of special
sewage pump stations and a
treatment plant. The strike now
threatens to result in a back-up of
sewage which could force an eva-
cuation of the entire city.

Foster City's mayor, William
Walker, has fought tooth and nail
to keep his town a scab enclave in
the middle of heavily unionized
San Mateo County. After Local
756 won recognition, Walker tried
to buy off the membership by
offering a higher scale of wage

increases to nonunion employees.
Since that failed, he has refused
to bargain seriously with the
union, provoking a strike,
through which he hopes to break
the union.

Foster City employees receive
wages as much as $100 less per
month than the average for San
Mateo County. Basic fringe bene-
fits available to city employees
throughout the county, such as
insurance for dependents, a den-
tal plan, and disability insurance
are not provided.

Local 756 Business Agent, Tom

Jones, told the Bulletin he
thought the strike was coming to
a head. He said he expected
Mayor Walker would try to bring
scabs in on Monday, the day
before new talks are scheduled.
Asked what the union would do in
that event, Jones stated they
would stage a mass picket,
calling in the local labor councils
and AFSCME locals.
- Mayor Walker's anti-union
vendetta is a miniature version
of government policy nationally,
The local labor movement must
come to the support of 756_

West Coast News

‘Law And Order’
Men Nabbed

In Oil Scandal

- BY JEFF SEBASTIAN
SAN FRANCISCO—The law and order boys are
falling on hard times. It was only last month that
scandal rocked Britain's Tory Party, forcing the
resignation of Reginald Maudling, Heath’s Home
Secretary and second in command.

The collapse of the hoom
means bankruptcy for
numerous enterprises
engaged in speculation in in-
flated stock and real estate
values. These collapses give
us a glimpse of the absolute
corruption at the highest
levels of capitalist society.

Maudling was first exposed as
a front man for the Real Estate
Fund of America, an offshore
fund engaged in moving funds
from underdeveloped countries
into investments on Wall Street
or banks in Switzerland. These
operations involved currency
smuggling, false passports and a
myriad of illegal operations. The
head of REFA, Jerome Hoffman,
is presently in a New York peni-
tentiary for fraud.

POULSON
The latest revelations about
Maudling involve his association
with John Poulson through a

directorship in International -

Technical and Constructional
Services engaged in the export of
construction Techniques.

Poulson, now facing bank-~
ruptcy, was involved in a
network of payoffs and bribery to
secure lucrative contracts.
Maudling lent his name and pres-
tige to the success of these ven-
tures.

Not to be outdone by their
British cousins, a similar scandal
is about to break out in Cali-
fornia involving the publisher of
the L.A: Times, the Attorney
General of California and a host
of famous people yet to be
named,

Foster c,.fy Mayor Moyes ,Qtis Chandler, publisher of the

imes, has apparently been husy
in his spare time rounding up
well-known and well-heeled peo-
ple to back the speculative ven-
tures of his friend Jack P. Burke,
who collected money to engage in
oil drilling schemes, .

Mr. Burke seems to have done
other things with the money than
drill for oil. Money invested in
Geo Tek Resources Fund Ine,
was diverted into a number of

other operations controlled by

Mr. Burke who also managed to
unload a number of worthlass
properties on Geo Tek for astro-
nomical prices.

FRAUD

As a result, Burke, who is
unable to pay his bills, faces
charges of fraud, misappro-
priation of funds and breach of
judiciary duty. A large number of
very important people from L. A.
Times executives and political
and society figures to Hollywood
movie stars are out aboui $30
million. '

Like Mr. Maudling, Chandler
used his name and influence fo
line wp impertant friends and
contacts to be drilled' by Mr,
Burke. : ~
A -particularly -interesting

member of this group is Evelle
Younger, California Attorney
General, well-loved for his con-
sistent championing of the death
penalty and stronger “law and
order” methods.

ULENTN

Mr. Younger, along with
others, was ‘lent” money by
Burke to invest in his project,
induce others to invest'and see to
it that no interference took place.
It seems that Mr. Younger,
although warned, was able to
resist any temptation to inves-
tigate Burke’s swingles because
of this loan and of course because
he believed - that Burke was
"‘honest and trustworthy.” ’

The Chandlers and the
Youngers are the ones who
scream the londest every time a
trade unionist asks for another
few cents an hour. These are the
men who lead the way for the
political witch hunters.

NIXON

Coming as it does after the
Pentagon Papers, the ITT scan-
dals and the bugging of the
Democratic  Party head-
quarters, we will not be at all
surprised to learn that some of
these L.A. investors in Southern
California may very well turn out

“to be old cronies from Richard

Nixon’s Orange County days.
These revelations are only a
hint of what is to come as the
capitalist crisis exposes more
and more of the rottenness of
those who rule this completely
bankrupt system. :

EMPORIUM . ..

{Continued From Page 20)

Indeed at a mass meeting held
the morning after the sit-down
the Jeadership did everything in
its power to turn the meeting into
a campaign rally for McGovern;
calling off all future solidarity
action for five days in order to
give the management time to
agree to the compromise. :

RANKS
The reaction from the ranks
was one of confusion with a large
number going along with the pro-
posal yet determined to have a
showdown if necessary. :
A number of workers saw these

‘proposals as a sell-out. ‘I was

hoping that he’d put a P.S. on
that—that we’d shut down the
city Monday morning,” was the
statement of one woman worker,
Another stated, “I don’t like it.
I make $2.86 an hour with five
years seniority. We are willing to
go to jail for this strike. We
should keep doing what we did
vesterday every day till we win.
We know they wonld have unsed
the police on us this morning. A
Iot of us are housewives and we
brought our children with us thi
morning putposely.” -
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Workers Settle
After Unions

Rally Support

STOP PRESS, August 15—Retail clerks voted today 742-
74 to end their five week old strike and accept a new three
year contract. The settlement contains a 20¢ an hour
minimum increase each year, double time for Sunday,
improved medical and dental care coverage. On the key
issue of union security, 150 non-union veteran employees
will be encouraged, but not required to join the union.

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO—The strike of over 1500 retail
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clerks against the Emporium Department Store is
moving into its fifth week. Each day the store is sur-
rounded by mass picket lines of militant chanting

workers determined to win a victory.

The store is being manned
by scabs and the Emporium is
defending the right of ap-
proximately 150 workers not
to join the union against the
demand of the union ranks
that there be no ‘‘free
riders.” '

The situation is now so sharp
that with the lessons of the
Teamster bottler strike and the

. U.C. battle behind it the Bay

Area labor movement has
formed an Ad-Hoc Strike Support
Committee uniting Teamsters,
longshoremen,. AFL-CIO Labor
Councils and building  trades
councils from S.F., Alameda,
Contra Costa, San Mateo and
Santa Clara Counties.

According to James Herman,
ILWU clerks leader and head of
the committee, this committee
‘intends to function on a per-

manent basis. ‘‘Any strike where
anyone needs help we’re going to
try to be there.”

Mr. Herman told a packed
meeting of strikers that “We are
serving notice that no strike un-
der any conditions is unim-
portant. The trade union move-
ment in this area has made an an-
nouncement for all-to hear that
an injury to one is truly an injury
to all.”

That announcement was clear
for all to see when over a hun-
dred labor leaders showed up to
lead a demonstration of thou-
sands of unionists that resulted in
occupation of the Emporium and
a temporary shutdown of opera-
tions.

There is no question that this
demonstration and the for-
mation .of the support com-
mittee opens up a whole new
period for Bay Area labor. The

Over 2,500 trade unionists inciuding bookbinders, longshoramen, farmworkers, demonstrated

in support of Retail Clerks’ contract demands. Later, they occupied the Emporium department store.

ranks are determined to put an
end to isolated strikes starved
out by scab herding employers.
The traditions of 1934 are once
again on the march.

Nevertheless the strike
remains in grave danger of be-
trayal from the leadership itself.
On the question of union mem-
bership the leadership has in-
dicated a willingness to go along
with a proposal of Mayor Alioto
to leave 2% of the work force
non-union, This is a compromise
on the basic priociple of trade
unionism and leaves the door
open for future attacks on the
right to a union shop. To speak of
such a compromise under these
conditions where Iabor has begun
1o mobilize its strength is to-
speak of betrayal.

{Continved On Page 19)

American Can Workers Face
Pension Loss In SF Closure

SAN FRANCISCO—American Can Company is shutting down its San Fran-

BY MARTY MORAN

cisco factory and warehouse, laying off over 500 workers. This is part of a cost-
cutting drive that will shut nine plants nationwide. The plant, once one of the

years.

“We've been expecting it
for six months,”” said a fork-
lift operator in the
warehouse. Pointing 1o a

large deserted section of the
building, “Look at it, that
used to be jammed with
equipment. Now they only use

1P

13 52,00 FOR 6 MONTHS

[151.00 FOR A 4 MONTH INTRODUCTORY SUB

O $4.00 FOR A FULL YEAR
135 W. 14th St, New York, N.Y. 10011

 city’s largest, with 1600 employed, had been run down steadily over the last five

one floor of the building. The
rest is empty. They took away
the machinery.”

The plant is over 60 years old.
Only  steel-body ~ cans - are
produced, and buyers have been
switching to aluminum. Loss of
the Hamm’s and Lucky
breweries to Kaiser cut into
production sharply, and the shut-

down of the Burgermeister

brewery was the finish. Some
proddetion will be shifted to
Oakland and San Jose, and
American Can will fake a 105

million dollar ‘write-off on ‘this

year's income,

PENSIONS
The massive layoffs up to 1970
stripped the work force of
everyone. with less than fifteen
years seniority. The pension plan
negotiated between the United
Steelworkers and American Can
is based on a point system com-
{Continued On Page 19)

Editorial

now the Emporium the situation is such that in the most

to support McGovern. The execative officer of the state

California AFL-CIO Delegates
Must Break With Democrats

The California state AFL-CIO convention will meet in Los
Angeles on August 21. At the center of this convention will ¢
be the battle to hammer out a political policy for the
elections. o ‘ :

Millions of trade unionists will be looking to the delegates
for a fighting lead. o R ) |

In California hundreds of thousands of aerospace jobs
have been eliminated and additional tens of thousands face |
imminent layoffs., The battle on the waterfront is just |-
beginning with an entire indusiry facing decimation.

From the Teamsters bottlers strike to the U.C. strike and |-

powerfully unionized section of the state, the Bay Area, the
unions face an all-out drive by the employers to smash up
their organizations .with scabs and the legal assistance of
the state.

Tt is no accident that it is in California following the|
Angela Davis trial that the trials of Daniel Ellsberg,{

Ruchell Magee and Billy Smith are to take place. These

trials are part of the jadicial preparation to take on and

‘break up the labor movement. g TR
Delegates will be under enormous pressure to stampede

AFL-CIO, John F. Henning has been campaigning across the
state to warn that a Nixon victory will mean loss of the
‘Assembly and the state senate to the Republicans as though |
the present legislature has shown the labor movement
anything but the back of its hand. :

The Communist Party through its organ the People’s
World has been leading a drive to portray Meany’s refusal to

endorse McGovern as opening the door to reaction. Issue|

after issue has been filled with articles baiting Meany and
Abel, denouncing them as out of step and supporting every
movement against them in a hysterical drive to line up labor
support. for McGovern. X . -

The strikebreaking attacks on the unions will not-be
‘answered with right-to-work man McGovern. T

Low wages and soarivg unemployment will not bej

answered with the man who voted against minimum wage
programs and against sammer jobs for youth. = @
On every central question from the Pay Board to un-
employment and speed-up to anti-labor legislation
MecGovern stands as one with Nixon. o b
Henning’s policy of ““defeating Nixon” is no policy atall.

Meany and Abel bave stopped half way in simply refusing s

to endorse McGovern, The task facing delegates to this

convention is to go beyoud them by taking up the fight for |

the immediate construction of a labor party to unite the

unions, the mmmployed and the youth in a fight for power.. .
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