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'BY JEAN BRUST
MINNEAPOLIS June 14—The Minneapolis Cen-
tra Tabor Umon;Councﬂ (CLUC) made .a historic
beginning in labor’s fight back by voting at its June
14 meeting to- try and bulld a labor party by the 1972

elections._

The attacks of the Pay
‘Board on wages and the tea-
ring up -of hard-won con-

tracts. as well as the anti-

‘labor - decisions . of the Su-
preme. Court, which abrogate
union contracts every time a
‘company is bought or sold,
‘ have had explesive reperétge-
“sions in Minnesota  and
throughout the country.
Wednesday’s action, which
calls for investigating the pos-
’ sxbﬂlty of creating a third. poli-.
. tical party by the 1972 elections
with labor at its core, directing
the CLUC leadership to contact
the .St. Paul Trades and Labor:

Assembly and the National Far- -

mers Organization, provides an
important beginning now.
Every unijonist throughout the

country must use this beginning -

“'to take concrete steps to bring
"such a labor party into exis-
tence. Minnesota unionists, ‘es-
pecially, -must fight to im-
- plement this important decision
* by taking up the struggle in thexr
. loeals.
1t is the explosive SItuatxon de—

veloping between the labor

movement and the government
_'that is behind the action of the
'CLUC. A year ago the same
- -CLUC voted to support the reac-
- ‘tionary ex-cop. Charles "Stenvig
for Mayor of Minneapolis. .
" Today the unions are under the

. direct fire of the government and .

all its representatives in the two
" parties, The action taken by the
CLUC stands as a repudiation not-
-only of its own past policy but of
the policies of the union lea-
derships which have refused to
fight Wallace. The Stenvigs and
the Wallaces are the frontmen
for the attacks on the unionhs and -
~can only be fought through the
building of a labor party.
_The jimmediate impetus for
this action was-the kick in the ..
-'teeth the working class received -
. at the state. convention of the
DFL (Mimnesota’s Democratic
_ Party). The only platformpro-
. posals -considered . at ‘the con-
- vention were arnesty for all war

¥ protestors, legalization of mari- -

juana, legalization of homo-
sexual marrxages——ali of which

- drastically -and ‘may- soon sur-

passed—and abortion, on which a
neutral position was adopted.
As Thomas L. Loberg, CLUC

‘president said: “‘There are more
important issues facing people

today than the things considered
at the convention.” One CLUC
member said: ‘“They can call us
‘hard hats’-or ‘middle class™but
we don’t think these are the im-
portant questions today.”’

The DFL like the Democratic
Party as a whole is the party of

‘the corporations and the: em-
ployers: This is why it could not

pass a platform which addressed
itself to the central issues facing
the working class—unem- .
ployment, plant closures, the
Pay Board—because along with
Nixon, it is the author of these
policies.

What those issues are becomes. |

clear as the class struggle, bre-
wing for months under the sur-
face \in Minnesota, has broken
open in the past two weeks. Un-
employment, long under the na-
‘tional average here, has mounted

pass the national figure.

The' Building Trades workers
are fighting off a sustained at-
tempt to break their unions, take
away overtime and other hard-

- 'won rights, and may be fightinga

{Continued On-Page.18)
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Angry London dockers protest delegafes’ decnsion to posfpone the naﬁonal dack sfnke. See stary on Pa ge. 2

Wallace Progrclm
Is Mass Poveriy

Plunders
Alohama

. . ]
Big Business

Buﬂefm reporters David Nurfh and Bruce McKay recently !ravelled fo Alabama, fhe i
state which George Wallace has governed for eight of the last 10 years. The followmg e
_article is the fn‘th of a series on where Wallace reai!v stands. .

Workers in George Wallace’s Alabama live and work under the:

worst conditions in the United States. While big business fattens -
itself on profits in the ‘‘new’’ industrial South, Alabama workers:‘. %

< 103

must struggle just to survive.

The Case for

a Labor Pa

-One quarter of the

_state’s population lives

in poverty—as the term

 is applied by the Govern-
~ment itself. The average

per capita annual in-
come is below $3,000.

Only in two other states

are. the weekly wages

{ower.

" Even the m@st cherfal‘
“section of Alabama’s labor
force; the unionized workers,

suffer conditions far worse

than trade unionists in other

parts-of the coum:ry There is

no rninimum wage law in Ala~

- bama. ‘The state’s *‘right 10~ snedical attentior.- The state

work™ .law threatens the
power of the unions. It was

cm}y after a bitter fzghﬁ that .

- spent for. educatmg youth than .-
“anywhere else in the United -
States ‘Teachiers receive ar ap-
-pual salary that is about $2,000 :
“less than the national average.

RUSHAN

any .sort' of workmén’s c':om‘- :
pensation program was set
up, and it is still far inferior:
to programs. mstxtuted m;
‘other states. : Rt
The children of- Alabama,,j e
workers “receive  the: poorest"
education:; less state ‘inoney s . -

Recently, George Walla
proposed that their retiremen
tands be used by the state in’
order - to -pay for Alabama’s
demymg mental health program.
If a worker in’Alabama gets
sick or infured, the chances are
that he will receive inadequate

ranks 46th in the number of doe-
. "(Cmﬁnuedﬂnpage 13) ‘Fg SO
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Thousands

Of Youth
- On Trial
In Ceylon

BY

A CORRESPONDENT .
Trials opened this week in Cey-
lon for the first of thousands of
youth imprisoned after the April,
1971 insurrection against the
coalition government of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, Com-
munist Party and- ex-Trotskyist

Lanka Sama Samaja Party.
Trial is by a special commis-

~sion headed by Ceylon’s Chief - ‘

Justice, Trials -may be con-
ducted in abstentia, with con-

fessions extracted inprison after.
the government crushed the re-'

be]llon

There is wxdeSpread public
sympathy for the youth. The re-
bellion :arose after Ceylon’s *‘so-
cialist’> government defaulted on -
its election promises to solve the
country’s . crippling economic
problems. Chief of these
problems . is unemployment.
Even for college educated youth
there is now literally no future
but a lifetime of joblessness.

"Since -May 1972, the go-
vernment has proclaimed Ceylon
the ‘‘socialist republic”. “of -Sri
Lanka. But the economic crisis
conditions that brought forth the

insurrection not only remam but

. have worsened.

Bernie S'feers, one of three dockers whom government threafened wu’rh arres’r, spea s to London
dockers. They went back to work, but will continue to plckef Chobham Farm where bosses are using ‘scabs.

Brlhsh Dockers
Defy Jail Threat

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
Opposmon to the Industrial Relations Act and the Tories erupted last week
with a four day unofficial strike by 35,000 British dockers against the threa-
tened jailing of three militant shop stewards

Shaken by the tremendous

mxhtancy of the workmg

. .Aﬂende Ousis Minister

To Appease Bankers

BY ED SMITH

~ The Popular Umty coalition government of Chlle was re-

shuffled by President Salvador Allende on June 17. Six cabinet
; pitalism is ‘at stake. Behind the

ministers, including Mlmqter of Economlcs Pedro Vuskov1c

were replaced. ,
- The . cabinet” changes are AI-

lende’s biggest step yet in a des-

‘perate ‘attempt to placate an in-

" creasingly aggressive right wing. '

‘Vuskovic.was a particular target
. of the capitalist offensive. It was
- alleged that hehad overstepped

~his bounds in bringing sectors of *
private industry under govern-

ment ownership. |
. Vuskovic was . replaced as

" Minister of Economics by Carlos’

"~ Matus  Romo, a member of the

" Socialist Party, who is viewed as
being ‘more of a ‘‘pragmatist. "’
The ‘move was approved: among
busmess quarters ,

COLLABORATION ’

" The removal of Vuskovic is’
~counted as a ma]or vietory for -
the: Chilean Communist Party

-within the “coalition. The. So-

cialist Party, to which President

- Allende belongs, includes strong
-forces ‘who_object to ‘the CP's

policy - of open collaboration
with the " Christian - Democrats -

" and ‘who oppose any slowdown in

government expropriations -of,
which has been

business;
, proposed by the Stahmsts

’ INFLATION
Since the--Popular Umty
regime ‘ came: 1o power,. the
-amount of ¢urrency in circula-

©tion has increased 100 percent..
Huge deficits were run up'in the. -
“state budget. The first result was:

~a feverish-boom -as demands for
products soared. ‘But now this
“sntuatron has turned mto 1ts op—

: collaboratlon

posite. -

Prlces went up 25 percent from o

‘January to May this year and the
annual inflation rate is now at 40

-percent. Unions are fighting for
" contracts-to keep pace with-the
“ rocketing cost.of living. What is

more, uneémployment is now on

‘the rise. A thriving black market -
has appeared for scarce and im--

ported goods -

e B

Allende - sought to ease these
problems by renegotiating

. Chile’s enormous foreign ‘debts..-

In return, it was agreed that the

- capitalists, through the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund, be given
consultative status in running the-
Chilean economy. The replace-
ment of Vuskovic must be seen
as one of the first results of this

. FAILURE .
The failure of the Popular Uni- ;
ty regime -to Solve. the  basic
questions. of unemployment,- in-
flation ‘and ‘land reform facing

. the Chilean workers and peasants -
" has strengthened the offensive of -
-+ theright. The centrists'inside the -
- ‘coalition- like the SP as well as |
‘outside in the MIR are being
“shouldered ‘aside by the -Stalin--

ists who wish to collaborate w1th
the capxtahsts /
But what is-being prepared. for

‘the working class by the be-

trayals of Stalinism and centrism

is not collaboration but masswe. ‘
~defeéat:- o N

-do.

class, the Tories.made a tac-
tical’ retreat Probably at the
‘suggestion of the Go-

vernment itself, the Appeal-

Court overruled ‘the National
Industrial - Relations Court
(NIRC) which had ordered
the arrests. 4

However, this retreat does not
- solve the crisis. The Tories must

now prepare the next‘attack .

more -carefully because they
Jknow that the very survival of ca-

attacks of the Tories is the world
economic crisis. -

England now faces the threat
of another devaluation as its in-

ternational trade slumps badly,
as the recession deepens, and in-
- flation continues to skyrocket.

For this reason, the central
task facing British workers today
is the political defeat of the Tory

by the Labour Party pledged to-
: soclalxst pohcles )

. The : wildcat - occurred ~only

a . day after  the national” “dock .
- leaders of - the Transport and .
General Workers.Union decided

to postpone. the scheduled  na-
tional strike for six more weeks.
Upon hearing of the decision, -

. angry  dockers . poured “intop the
‘meeting hall, shouting abuse at .

their leadershxp

Gripped ‘by: its most serious
political crisis since taking
power in June 1970, the Tory
Government remains in power

“only because the Labouf Party ‘

and trade union biireaucracy is
domg everything possrble to keep

it m offlce

¢ MILITANCY

Not since the miners strike has -~

there been a- better opportunity

" for the working class to throw.the

Tories - -out.” And the ‘unpre-'.
cedented militancy of workers in

"all “sections of industry -shows
“that this is what the great ma-

jority of Brmsh workers want to

government and its replacement

statement of print union leader
Richard Briginshaw, who called
for a general strike against the
Industrial Relations Act,and told
the. leadership of the TUC:

“If there was‘a willingness and -

desire on the part of our move-'
ment to have “this Bill broken
‘completely, it could be done quite
qulckly "

Only the Socialist Labour
League has struggled to lead the
working class in a fight to bring
the . Tories down and replace
them with the Labour Party
pledged to socialist policies.. -

It is demanding that the TUC
be recalled to plan a political and
industrial strategy to force the
Tories out of office. And the SLI,

has-called for the building of -

Councils of Action to prepare the
working class for the Tory offen-
sive, and prepare the - defeat of
the Government. -

Fascists

Threaten
Coup In Italy

BY ED SMITH

With Italian capitalism.
facing its worst crisis since
the end of the war, the Italian
fascist ' movement has openly
begun preparations for a coup
to destroy = parliamentary
democracy and for civil war
against the working class.

Giorgio- Almirante, leader of
the Italian Social Movement

-(MSI), the fascist party, stated

recently that if the present go-
vernment failed in its battle
against the working class: ‘“We
are ready to replace the state.”
These were not mere words,
warned Almirante, who stated
that: “‘I invite our opponents not
to consider them as such.”

He demanded that the fascist
youth prepare for a ‘‘physical
clash” with the Communist Par-
ty. “If preventéd from entering
the schools and the factories, it
(the fascist youth) must know
how to enter them and to stay
there.”” This is an open pre-
scription for fascist terror and
civil war against the working
class. ]

Italy already has half a million
unemployed and at least 100,000
industrial workers will be added
to the roles before fall. The Ita-.
lian government recently went
before the European Council of
Ministers to obtain relief from its
deteriorating position.- But the-
other 'capitalist nations, pre-
occupied with their own pro-
blems, turned a deaf ear.

" ‘With: the fascists openly pre-:
paring for civil. war, the par-

. liamentary system continues in
" permanent crisis. It:has been im-
_ possible to form,a majority coali-
- tion because there has been no

agreement as to how to take on
the working class.

The Communist Party, whlch‘
leads millions of workers, clings

- to the ghost of parliamentarism

as the fascists prepare to enter
the schools and factories with
knives and chains. Big-business is
now looking for a “strong hand”
against. the working class. .
Only the defeat of Stalinism
can ensure that the “strong
hand” of fascism does not again

"come down on the Itahan

working class:

Pilofs Defy High courf

: BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
The 24 hour world-wide work stoppage orgamzed by pﬂots
and maintenance crews from 62 drfferent countnes 1s the f1rst

international strike in history. -
All at once, air traffic has been

- grounded by pilots refusing to fly -

unless greater -security . precau-

tions  are taken to prevent hi- .

jacking. It is a strike against the
United Nations, which has re-

fused to take action because to -

begin a: discussion of hijacking
would immediately raise the
issue of the political and social
-conditions' that are responsxble

for hijackings.

This strike has stunned the em-
ployers and their ‘governments

- throughout the :world who fear

that. world-wide strikes .may
becorne a new weapon in the ar-
senal -of “the international
working class. If workers-are

.capable of demonstrating their

power over the technology of the
international - airline = indystry,

what is to stop them from domg ~

the:same in the shlppmg in-

: <. dustry?
The real feelmg of the workmg e
. class.was reflected in the recent

Was it not just a few months
‘ago that ILWU President Harry

Brldges threatened to shut down

-the ports‘ in every part of the

world!

The: Supreme Court of the
United States, speaking in behalf -
of the corporations and -cartels
all - over. the world, issued an
injunction against the strike. And
acting in behalf of the workers,
the pilots - ignored:it.

It is in this light that the pllots
should consider the issue of hi-
jacking. Who is really respon-
sible?

We say that the guilt lies with
the oppressive capitalist regimes
that exploit the workers and
peasants and not with the poli-
tically misguided individual who

‘heroically seeks: to fight - the

government.
.The" pilots and the hijackers

face a commeon. enemy—the
“forces of world imperialism that . -
~called -on the Supreme Court tc

organize mtematmnal stnke»ﬂ
breakmg actxvxty i
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Force ILA leaders

To Strike July 1st

~ Against Pay Board

BY DAN FRIED

NEW YORK—At the focal point of the attack on the labor movement by the
Pay Board is the International Longshoremen’s Association, which represents
45,000 dockworkers on the East and Gulf Coasts.

The relationship of the
labor leadership to Nixon and
the Pay Board was strained to
the breaking point when the
Board cut the West Coast
longshoremen s (ILWU)
wage increase and George
Meany and the other leaders
walked off the Board.

But Meany, Harry Bridges of

the ILWU and Thomas Gleason -

of the ILA refused to mobilize the
longshoremen and the rest of
labor in a fight to abolish the Pay
Board.

Now, the ILA can no longer
postpone taking action in defense

of its 70¢ first year increase
which the Pay Board cut to 55¢.
As the top ILA leaders meet in
New York to decide on a course
of action, the rank and file must
demand a July 1st strike deadline

_ to shut down the docks in order to

win the full 70¢ increase and to
throw out the new work rules
negotiated in the contract. This is
the demand being fought for by
the ILA Committee for a Decent
Contract.

July 1 is the date on which the
Pay Board has demanded that
the ILA implement these work
rules or else, says .the Board,
even the piddling second year

Canadian Dockers

Vote Pay Cut
For Union Heads

increase of 40¢ will be denied on
October 1.

The same basm 1ssue—the
defense of dock jobs and se-
niority rights—lies behind the
ILA strike in the Great Lake port
of Milwaukee where the rank and
file twice rejected the attempts
of ILA Local 815 chief ne-
gotiator, John Brzek, to come to

‘an agreement with the shippers.

"In ‘a split in the local lea-
dership, President Peter Kalil,
Local 815 President, em-
phatically rejected any proposal

for arbitration, and stated that:
““At no time are we willing to for-

feit our bargaining rights.”

The fight«against this destruc-
tion of dock jobs is most sharply
expressed in the current strike
by the ILA in Montreal and other
Quebec ports. The action of the
rank and file in Montreal, who
forced their leaders to reject

arbitration, censured their con-

duct of the strike and voted to
reduce the salaries of the leaders’
retroactive to the start of the
strike, is the kind of action that

e T PAGEZ

Bulletin interviewed Pres. Tilghman of Local 80 Hotel Workers Unpuﬁ.

Nixon Denies
Hotel Workers

A Minimum Wuge

: the rank and file must take in
BY A BULLETIN REPORTER New York and other East and

MONTREAL—As the International Longshoremen’s As- Gulf Coast ports if Gleason re-
sociation enters the sixth week of the strike against ma- fuses tofight the Pay Board.
nagement’s attempt to break up the 16 man gang system, the
leadership is seeking a vote empowering them to accept ar-

~ "BYTIMSTEVENS
WASHINGTON D.C.—~Hotel and restaurant
~workers in the nation’s capital were excluded from a .

The kind of action needed to 40 percent increase in the minimum wage for the \

bitration.

The ranks went out in a wildeat
strike after the union leadership
had rammed through the sell-out
contract, which left the doom

k open to the breaking up of the

gangs. It was clear that the

- workers were in no mood for fur-

ther betrayals.

‘SALARIES
They voted overwhelmxngly'

against arbitration and then pro- -

ceeded to cut the salaries of the
leadership to the strike pay that
all received.

Montreal remains one of the
few points in North America
where the gang system has yet to
be broken.

SCREAMING

At this point, the "capitalist
press is screaming about the mil-
lions of dollars in profits that are
being lost and demanding that
Labor Minister Martin O'Con-
nell pass legislation ending the
strike. The Trudeau government
would like nothing better than to
smash the strike.

What is clear is the tre-

mendous militancy of the ILA .

workers, who were in the fore-
front of the general strike
against Bill 19 and the jailing of
the Common Front leaders.

The following is an interview
with one docker concerning the
questions behind the strike:

Bulletin: What are the main
problems facing dockers?

Docker: The shippers won't
obey t-- contract. They want to
reduce our gang from 16 fo 12.
That 12-gang would have to do the
same work with 4 less men.

There’s no job security.

Bulletin: The American ILA is
facing attacks as well. The Pay
Board has just rejected Glea-
son’s appeal to stop the 26 per-
cent salary cut of dockworkers.
Once Gleason gave the con-
cession and broke up the gangs
the Pay Board came along and
ripped up the GAL ,

Docker: We face the same
basic things here. 1 see ‘the

attempt to break up the gangs as.

the first step to eliminating most
of the jobs. You make. one con-
cession and they want another
one, with the government right
behind them with an injunction.

K we’re on sirike here, the
dockers in N.Y. should suppurt us
in our. stand. We're an In-

ternational Union but instead

we're treated like a small local.
All the money goes to New York.
The bosses are diverting all the
cargo through the maritime
ports. These sectors should be
called out by the International.

Bulletin: You mentioned that
the government is backing the
bosses. with injunctions. At the
last CLC convention, workers
called for an NDP government to
replace Trudeau. Do you think a

labor government is what

workers require now?. ‘
Docker: 1 think the New De-

~ mocratic Party is a good thing.

H’s absolutely necessary to have
a change. Trudeau has nothmg
for us. He started this whole si-
tpation with the La Palme
drivers. Trudeau will spend $35

thousand dollars on his son but!

we can't even keep our jobs.

smash the Pay Board entirely, a
general strike by all labor, can
now be brought forward through
the action of the ILA. The rank
and file must demand that they
have the right to discuss and de-
cide on strike action by the
calling of meetings of all locals in
all ports.

A strike by the ILA against the
Ray Board will bring the entire
labor movement to the breaking
point not only with Nixon, but
with the Democratic Party,
fueling the fire of the movement

“for the creation of a real alfer-

native for the working people, a
labor party.

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
HARTFORD—The Pay
Board, having slashed the
wage increases won by but-
chers working for A&P, Food
Fair and Acme in the Phila-
delphia area, is now aiming
its guns at a contract made a

year and a half ago by Local
371 of the Amalgamated

Meatcutters and Butcher-

men’s Union, representing

3,000 New England workers.
“What right have they got to

cut  our pay?” demanded one.

Local 371 member. *“We won our
contract before the Pay Board
was even around.

“We won it, wé earned zt we
deserve it. I saw what they did at
A&P. That’s not right.”

- The agreements under-attack

District of Columbia on June 12th.

The federal Cost of Living
Council temporanly Sus-
pended the increase, from
$1.60 to $2.25 an hou'r,‘which
had been ordered by the D.C.
Minimum Wage and In-
dustrial Safety Board last
April 13,

Rank and file hotel workers in
the District reacted angrily to
the suspension of the increase:
“It seems to me that they (the
Cost of Living Council) are rup-
ning out of excuses,” said a
worker at a hotel on “‘E”’ Street.

“Ralsmg pay from $1.60 to

'Meafcuh‘er. It's A Cnme To
Take Back Our Money

provide consecutive yearly in-
creases of 18 percent and 11
percent in a two year period.
Robert Petronella, President of
Local 371, explained that during
previous contracts, the cost of
living rose 238 percent while
wages rose only 9 percent.

The retroactive pay cuts forced
on 1TU Local 47 and the threa-
tened retroactive cuts for Balti-
more meatcuiters brought .an

" angry response from a Hartford
meatcutter with 17 years in the
- union who said: ““That’s a crime,

the companies -and the govern- .

ment taking money out of our

pockets that way. How can the.
company take back money we

already earned?
“What good is - contract if the
government is allowed to rip it
" up? Petronella shenld pull every
store out.”

ty.

$2.25 isn’t going to start any run-
away inflation, The $2.25is just a
simple right and when they take
it away from us they show where
they stand. ,
“Now the court says that's the
way it’s going to be, so take itor
leave it. If you take it you get

what the government calls po-

verty wages and you have to try
and raise a family on it. If-you -
leave it, where are you going to -
find another job? It seems to me
that the only thing we.can do

"right now is start giving it back

to them just as hard as they give
it to us.’

In contrast to thls the lea-
dership of the Hotel and Res-
taurant Workers Unions is trying

“to avoid a direct confrontation
. with the Cost of Living Ceuncil by

referring the matter to the Pay
Board and the Courts. -

The BuHetin interviewed Pre- ,
sident Tilghman of Local 80,
Hotel and Motel Service Workers‘
Unien, and Mr. Joseph Beavers,
Business ‘Agent for Local 209,
Pastry Cooks and Kitchen Em-
ployees. :

Both men adhered to the per-
spective that the Cost of Living -
Council and the Pay Board could
be fought by appealing to the
courts and the Democratic Par-

It is this perspeéti_ve which

poses great dangers for the 41,500 .

hotel and restaurant workers in
the District.

It is only the strength of the -

warkmg class, orgamzed in-

"dependently in its own labdr par-

ty, that can smash back the at-

tacks of the capitalists.
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‘Hosplial Workers
Walk Out At NYU
Over Suspensions

© - BY AN 1199 MEMBER
NEW YORK~The efforts of the hospital bosses to
-victimize workers, who walked out to attend last

Tuesday’s massive 1199 rally, were met with an
work stoppage at two

immediate spontaneous

- hospitals.

On Wednesday, June 14th,
250 workers at New York’ Uni-
versity’ walked out after two

" operating room workers and
an X-Ray technician_ were
suspended The hospltal s

McGovern Shows
True Colors
In New York

.BYABULLETIN S
‘ ‘REPORTER
. NEW YORK~George Mec-

York 'primary, and now is vir-
tually assured of a first.bal-

Iot presidential nomination 4t -
. the - Demogcratic Party Con-‘
g ,ventlon A ,
While- campalgmng in ‘the -

‘state, McGovern concentrated on
assuring ‘the Party bosses and

“* ' financiers apon whom he is-
- dependent that_his “liberal”’
' campaign pledges are not to be

taken seriously, -
In addition to pubhcly renoun- ,
cing. his tax:reform proposals,

.. an image as a strong ‘“law and
“ order” man,one. who could be

-~ trusted to deal with the working
- ¢lass.
: 'pubhclzed visit to the police

He made .a much-

= "~ department in Forest Hills, and

‘told the cops: ‘I sympathize with
you. You've got the toughest job

vm the world.” -

MecGovern spent a good deal of

S -time in consultatxon with rlght- )
E wmg Zionist leaders, promising

=

“‘themn that he will give Israel full

«-" “military support. To other critics
=% of his earlier proposals.for a'cut -
v dn mzhtary spending, McGovern
"+ - insisted that he intended to-make’
»i"~".the United ;States the most
powerful country in- the world.

Voter turnout was. exception-

- ally light. Victor Gotbaum, presi- "
" _.dent of the State, County .and '
o Mummpa} Employees Union and
- a McGovern' supporter; “stated

. last wesk: “At this point, there’s

e crats are -preparing a thunder-

-no ‘enthusiasm for anybody.”
" What' Gotbaum failed to men- -
~ tion was the reason. For months.
" workers have been listening to-
’ candldates who all- agree with"

Nixon that there must be a Pay -
Board, ‘bigger wage cuts; ‘more.

s unemployment greater produc—
“tivity, and’ new: union: busting:
‘laws. Now, the Democratic Par- -

y—~whlch is a party of big busi-

-mess—is about to.nominate a 'sup-
: porter of. “nght—towor " laws.

At.the same time,’ the Demo-

~ous welcome for -George Wal-~

.~ ’hardened enemies at the Demo—,:'
: cratlc Convention. . - R
~There is only one way for-~ :

Ward now; and that is for the

-+ 'both capitalist pames and buﬂd a.
= ‘labor party e

lace—~who is supported by all the
big business and neo-fascistic

Jlabor movement to ‘break with

- by the 1199

charge that the workers had

_left patients on ah operating

roorn table was denounced by

- the union as a complete lie.

Thirty-seven workers "at “the

~House of the Holy Comforter in

the Bronx were arrested for a sit-
in after the nursing home

attempted to suspend all of them

for the walkout. .
The reaction of the 1199 leader-
- ship. was to squash the rebellion

- of the members as quickly as |

possible. - Union officials were
sent to NYU to order workers to-
‘return to work. The question of

“- the suspended members at both-
 institutions has been submitted
to arbitration.

' Govern won ‘Tnesday’s- New .
" Hospitals has filed contempt of .

The League of Voluntary

curt proceedings agamst 1199
“for holding the rally in defiance
of .a ceurt injunction. '

.Vincent ‘McDeonnell, so—ealled

pro—labor miediator, has declared-
.'the negotiations,

in which the
lospitals have only offered six

_ dollars over three years, at an-

‘impasse. This is an excuse to ise

‘impose a settlement on the union.
The New York Times joined

the attack with a }giclous cedi-
torial against 1199, ¢alling their ~

present wage level ‘favorable”
and warning: ‘‘Neither the City
nor 'the ‘hospitals can surrender

{o this threat made in reckless

disregard notf only of law but of

" the.needs of the sick and dying:”’

ATTACKS
That theseattacks are being

.launched even. before the con-

tract: deadline July 1st is clear

- proof that Lindsay and,the‘hospi-‘
tals'are not interested in conces-'

sions but in beating the union into
submissions. -
“But: desplte these warmngs

- everything Leon Davis has. said.

and ‘done since the rally is an

. attempt to avoid the real issues
Jin this fight and to urge the
-~ hospitals to negotiate..

A fight must begin now to~

-prevent. the-1199 leaders. from-

backing ‘down ‘on these demands
and to demand a political-break

‘with’ the -Democrats who have
‘collaborated in these attacks on.

the unions.

" This camzflgn was launched :

Eddie Roberson, an 0.R.

~delegate who has worked at Beth -

-Israel for 12 years, related how
* . the working conditions and the
. “““foat on the chest” tactics-could

no -longer: be tolerated - *“Now
they are trying to push us further

‘and further back If we have to

L H t
forces: dedlcated to smashmg the form. another p arty , fhien that is

- working class——at the- convenu'.
© o chons '
Workers wnn find nothmg but :

what we must’ do. All workmg

- people have to ‘gef together.”
Rudolph Smith, an engi-
. néering - worker from Brooklyn
.- Jewish, said that the protest on
‘ Tuesday showed. the stréngth of .

the union but that the leadership

_does not show the will to-fight.
- “After-the AFL-CIO and ‘Meany
walked-off the Pay Board, they -

(Confmued On Page 18)

_grass,

| ank and File Com- .
“mittee at a public- meeting June.
-15th, The imeeting was ad-" |
‘dressed by delegates from Beth -.
-'Israel,. Brooklyn Jewish, Mount
- Sinai and Kingsbrook Jewish. .

ey

Tenﬂ New Haven bus drivers laid off by PUC organized rally of hundreds to protest layoffs and cutbacks.

New Haven Drivers Rally Against Cuts

BY DANAMALLEY

NEW HAVEN Conn —Several hundred people attended a rally called by ten bus drivers who

were:suspended: Iast ‘week '’ for protestmg agamst the 1avoffs of ten drlvers and the cutbacks in

- bustransportation,

- Hours before the rally, all the
drivers. were ‘locked out when
they reported for work: to drive
the runs that were to.be eli-

minated, ‘in add;tlon to the sche— X

,. ! -duled runs.
. the 1963 no-strike law to setupa

. ~three man. arbitration panel to

The drwers ha{?e fl]led thou-
sands “of petitions. demanding

that Governor Meskill take ac- .
. tion .against the cuts.
The " Pubhc Utxhtxes Com-:--

mission has given E. Clay Gen-

light to lay:off ten workers, with

more to go'in September, and to

raise the special rates for senior

the owner of the Con- .
necticut Bus Company, the green

c1t1zens 'Evening bus service will

"be greatly curtailed. ‘Twenty-two
, bus runs will be ehmmated inall.

DEFENSE

- 'The organizers of the rally .
urged all those in .attendance to

come to the platform to speak:
Many workers, youth, and senior

“citizens came forward in de-
fense of the bus drivers. One el-,,,

derly gentleman said:
T just got here. I walked all

Public Utilities Commission and
Gengrass are trying to make- it -

impossible for us. ,
*“Who do they think they are
taking bus service away from us;

- and the jobs.of these men? How
‘are people. supposed to get to

work"”

A member of the Workers
League received applause when
she called for the building. of a

,labor party. She said:

" “The most important task that

. the State AFL-CIO faces at their
.the way from West Haven! T -
think this is terrible. Meskill, the

convention this week is the laun-

.ching of this labor party. There is

no . other 'way forward for
workmg people today.”

Comnecticut AFL-CIO Must

Suppori Labor Party Call

' BY ABULLETIN REPORTER

NEW HAVENmThe State AFL-CIO Convention being held here this Week will be forced to
confront the most cntlcal developments in the history of the American labor movement.

It wes at last year ’s con-
'vention of the State Labor Coun-
cil that Secretary John Driscoll

- made the  statement that: -
~“Behijnd the label of a Democrat

we are now apt to find just as

‘conservative, or - even reac:

tionary a stance toward
labor...as: in - the: most- Meskill

oriented” ‘Republican.” He went
on- to say that labor might be
‘forced to call for a workmg class

coalition, .

| BuwaA
- LABOR PARTY
- Nowl
Speaker et
Tim Wohlfon‘h

Nat'l Secy,
- ‘Workers Lecgue

Wednesday,
June 28, 8 PM

Dwugh’r Hall
Yale Umvers:‘ry

, ngh S’rree’r befween,
Chapel and EIm (m
the Common)

~ The developments of the inter-

~ vening year have eliminated any

room for speculation.. Con-
necticut workers, coming out of a

‘year dominated by Nixon’s
-August 15 measures, have faced

a succession . of plant . closures

and ‘mass layoffs in such  in-

dustries as Royal Typewrlter in
Hartford; New Departure in

* Bristol, MB Electronics in New
Haven and Dyna Truck in Bridge- -

port. These developments: have
produced one of the highest rates

: of unemployment in-the country.,

The ‘latest developments hold

- the most critical ‘dangers to the

very existence of the unions.

‘ Goerge Wallace, waging a cam-

{ paign based on a program to-
. impose ' the conditions of Ala-

- bama threughout .the country

through the smashing of the un-

ions, has emerged within the De-
~mocratic' Party.

The attack against Local 47 of
the ITU in West Haven re-
presents a’qualitative change in

" the operation of Nixon’s Pay

Board. Now 39 members aré

being forced to pay-back meoney
from their own pockets to their -
- employer and are faced with pos-
" sible “fines and legal action
. against their union for the crime
~-'of striking for higher wages,
* -Meskill’s State Labhor Commis--
. sioner  has begun, through the
rigid enforcement of the three

_ year “old State Unemployment

Compensation Law, a vicious at-
tack on the right of the unem-
ployed worker to collect his bene-

- fits. At the same time that a pro-

Jjected 15,000 will be thrown off
the rolls by the end of this

-summer through the ter-

mination of federal funding, the
state government is mounting a

“sinister campaign to catch “il-.

legal. claimants” and:to force
unionists into non-union jobs at

. slave wages or else forego their
. benefits.

It is 'in thi§ critical situation

- that the State Labor Council con-
venes. The- Connecticut State

AFL-CIO must take up the call
issued- by -the Minneapolis Cen-
tral Labor Union Council for
the construction of a labor party
for the November elections.
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Norwood Ranks Defeat

Back To Work Slafe

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

NORWOOD, Ohio—Last week Norwood Local 674 held elections in the midst
of their bitter strike against General Motors Assembly Division (GMAD) and

its all-out speed-up.

An opposition slate was de-
feated which ran on a ca-
- mouflaged back-to-work
basis. The leaflet passed out
by this slate openly attacked
the union negotiators and
made no criticism of GMAD,
. its local contract busting,
speed-up, disciplinary lay-
offs, or GMAD fake ne-
gotiators.
. On one side of their leaflet,
above the list of all their can-
didates, it was stated that: “We
have lost 25 weeks within two
years and we must have a change
of representation to get re-
sults.”
On the other side of the leaflet
was a secret company me-
morandum giving the times by

minutes that the various de- .

partment committeemen were in
negotiations with the bosses in
their respective departments for
one week. Using this company
memorandum, available only
among company officials, the
leaflet brazenly stated: ‘“This is
a fact sheet of what the present
administration is doing to solve
our problem. Nothing.”

Pete Kelly called for

labor

This back-to-work slate ca-

" pitalized on the anger of sections

of the members who want to fight

back against GMAD and are not

satisfied with the present lea‘
dership’s worn out tactics, which
are inadequate in the face of the
collusion of the government with
the companies in their drive fo
smash the unions.

Two rank and file members,
who were independent of both
slates, were elected and only one
of the back-to-work slate won a
post out of nearly 30 posxtlons at
thxs time.

DANGER .

However, the election results
pose the most deadly danger to
this local and to the entire UAW.
The serious challenge of a back-
to-work slate stems from the
bankruptey of the present lea-
dership, and reflects the failure
of the leadership to take up the
fight for a strike of all the GMAD
plants.

The present Ieadershlp con-
tinues to act as though the fight
against GMAD can be won at the
bargaining table. They ignore the
whole political direction that

party at UAW convention:

S

must be taken up.

Local 674 has always been in
the forefront of the struggles
against General Motors since the
great sit-down strikes of 1937.
But the local has been betrayed
by the International time after
time and has been left isolated in
its struggle. The International
has always dangled the sword of
suspension (both Reuther and
Woodcock) over the heads of
leaders of militant locals.

Meanwhile in St. Louis, GMAD
bosses are on a rampage against
the workers. They are throwing

as many as 60 men a day out on

the street on disciplinary layoffs
(D.L.0.’s). But the leadership of
the St. Louis local is hélding off
their strike until the model
changeover. .

STRIKE

Clearly the only answer to
GMAD’s union-busting is a
GMAD strike. Such a strike will
also pose the immediate need for
a labor party to defend the unions
from the all-out attacks by both
the companies and the go-
vernment.

Norwood auto workers remain ‘on strike against, GMAD aftacks.

St. Louis Peace Conference:

Labor Party Is The Real T usk

BY DAN FRIED

The Labor for Peace Conference to be held June 23-25 in St Lougs is the

More than 1,000 delegates
are expected to attend. The

conference was initiated by

leaders of 45 international un-
ions, reflecting the growing

hatred by millions of workers .

for the war and all the at-
tacks on the working class
now being carried out by the
Nixon Administration,
Congress and the courts.

Detroit Tool & Die Layoffs
'Open Door To Godfrey

DETROIT——Over 500 UAW members in tool and die manufacturmg may be

BY REX HENRY

 laid off early this summer, General Motors officials announced this week.

According to GM, the ma-
jority of the layoffs which are
the result of less require-
ments for die production due
to,fewer major model
changes in GM’s production

will be temporary and most
be
transferred or rehired within

workers affected will

weeks.

FLEETWOOD

However, acting president of
. * UAW Local 15 representing
workers at the Fleetwood plant
told Bulletin reporters that
though a few of those laid off
may be rehired after the next
model change is. scheduled 'to
Hegin July 15th, most will be
walking the streets.

First to go will be up to 70 die
workers transferred from Fisher
Body 23 in Detroif, a GM plant
permanently shut down in Feb-
ruary. These men, some of whom

“had up to 30 years experience in

Fisher Body 23, lost all seniority
rights in the course of their
transfer to the Fisher Fleetwood

plant and are now at the top of

GM'’s lay off list.

GMAD :

"Local 15 acting president in-
formed the Bulletin that GM is
possibly grooming Fisher Fleet-
wood to “‘go GMAD” in the fall.
Under these conditions a tool
and die layoff can only mean
preparation for -a union-busting
drive here on the order of Lords-
town and Norwood GM in Cincin-
nati. Even now, Jones, vice

“ president of Local 15, who works

full time on the production line,
reports that conditions in ﬂxe
plant are getting rough.

- When asked what could be done

“to defend the affected members

of Local 15, Jones stated that the
UAW nationally should negotiate
speedier grievance procedures

.and take steps to stop the whole-

sale layoffs in auto.

Jones said of GMAD: “If GM
continues to hold out against the
people and continues to violate
the grievance procedures I would
be in favor of a nationwide strike
against GM. This local union

would be ready to offer assis- -

tance even to that extent if it
were necessary io correct the

sxtuatmn for mstance of :

Norwood.

FIGHT

He went on to say that: “Mr.
Godfrey is way off base. We've

got, guarantees, both local and

national, whete people are.en-
titled to so much relief on the line
every day. The national agree-

ment provides for that. The local ~

negotiated a six minute coffee
break twice a day. If he thinks
he's going to come in and take
that away from us he's going to
have a heck of a fight.”

Among the delegates are top

‘officials of a number of unions
including AFSCME, Meat-’

cutters, ILWU ( (West Coast
longshore) and UAW
(auto—which includes Leonard
Woodcock and virtually the en-

tire UAW Executive Board)

which have borne the brunt of the
attack by Nixen through the Pay
Board’s s ashmg of wage
agreements.

The fight for the formation of
an independent labor party, as
the central perspective for the
UAW and the entire labor move-
ment, will be spelled out at a
meeting of the UAW Local ‘25

Rank and File Commiitee fol<

lowing the conference, on Sun-
day, June 25, At the meeting, Dan
Fried, Labor Editor of the

. Bulletin, will speak on-the “UAW

Convention and the Fight for the
Labor Party,” along with Nat
Mosely, Chairman of the Rank
and File Committee and otber

auto workers.

Two months ago, as the UAW
convention opened- in - Atlantic -

- largest gathermg of representatives of the labor movement in opposmon to the
.Vietnam war since the anti-war movement began. &

City, Nixon was sending his B- = .
52's over Hanol, launching a new:. .. **

stage of genocidal terror. aimed = ..
at smashing the struggle of the -~

Vietnamese workers and
peasants. The Workers League
warned in an open Ietter to the
convention:

‘*This bloodthirsty act of geno- -

cide which serves no military
purpose, must be a warning to all
American workers. Nixon will do”
the same here if not stopped.

Nixon is determined to destroy .

-everything that stands in the way

-of the profits of the large cor-.

porations he represents.”’ ,
This'is the meaning of recent

“decisions - against the unions by

the NLRB and the Federal courts
on alt levels, and above all, of the -

Pay Board’s rulings. As a’

aumber of union leaders ‘have -

warned, if the Pay Board can’
simply “rip up contracts” at
(Continued On Page 18)

The Labor Party and
the UAW Convenﬂon

speaker: Dan Fned

Labor Editor of fhe Bullehn
June 25th

Sunday 1p.m. .
Rm. 309 Bush Center
-~ St.LouisU.
~N. Grand & La Clede

]
i *
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Editor: Abby Rodriguez’

Brownsville
Cuts Expose

- Community
Control Fraud

BY ABBY RODRIQUEZ

NEW YORK—~The attack by the Republicans and
Democrats on the education of working class youth
reveals several things. First is the urgency. for
workers and youth to build their own party, a labor
- party against the two capitalist parties. Secondly, in
Ocean Hill-Brownsville, the new slashes in educa-
tion also point out the complete bankruptey of
decentralization or community control.

The 5.5 million dollar cut-
back that is slated to hit the
Brownsville area has exposed
the complete bankruptcy of
community control.
School Board, whose head is

- Democratic - Assemblyman

Samuel D. Wright, has
avoided announcing the esti--
mated loss of jobs which will -

occur because of the cut-
backs.

Mr. Haoﬂtoh another member
" of the School Board, told the'
~ Young Socialists that:

““The.$chool Board has decided

. that it will not implement the

cutback, We refuse to do so, if

the cuts are to be implemented it

 will have to come from another
-body that is higher than us.’:

. not that the Democratic pohtl-
- cians on the Board are con-

- cerned with the loss of jobs, but
" that ‘they-are terrified- at the

' thought of facing the workers and
-youth in the Bmwnwnlle commu-
nity.

What control does the commu-
nity have over these cutbacks?

Has the commumty decxded to

The

implement the cuts? Or, in fact,
has the control always been in
the hands of the capitalist politi-
cians? This is the question that is
being raised by the workers and
youth in Brownsville.

_ On Thursday, close to 200
workers and parents from the
community attended a meeting
where it was announced- that
another -meeting would be held
the next day. The next day, at LS.
272, the auditorium was filled
again but no clarity was given on

the total of jobs to be cut..

Instead, what was announced
was that the Board had taken
legal action, calling on the courts

to serve an injunction against the -

cuts. One worker, a para-profes-
sional, from Local 372 of District

~ 37, told the Young Socialist that:
.The reason for this decision is -

“From what we understand,
there will be a ‘loss of three

“million dollars or more. This

means that 300 para—pgofessno—
nals and 275 teachers’ akdes will

- be laid off ”

i

STRATEGY .
-When asked what the strategy
of the union is she said: “The
“union is  supporting the local

New York and Brownsville.

Jom YS Fight Against
- Unemployment!

On June 22nd the Young Socuallsfs will open thexr cam-
paign against.unemployment at 505

‘In the past three days hundreds of youth have crowded in

Sutter Avenue in East
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Young Socialist Bulletin Fund Drive party in Baltimore served steamed clams and beer, raised over $50.

School Board in getting an in-

junction from the courts.™
‘Another worker from the same

union said: ‘‘These people must

be joking about taking it to court

as if that’s going to do anything.
We need somethmg stronger be-
cause I'm not going to give up my

. JOb E2]

This is where' the question of
the labor party mast be posed.
The para-professionals and the
teachers who will have their jobs
taken away must take up a fight
within the unions for a political

alternative,

REACTIONARY
" The very politicians who sit on’

the School Board are the ones re~

sponsible for the massive unem-
ployment that is hitting all sec-
tions of the working class. For
the workers and students in the
community the new attacks by

the Democrats and Republicans -

expose the reactionary role of
community control. ‘

The man sitting as the head of
the Board belongs to the same
party which has instituted the
cuts. The entire School Board,

. which is supposed to protect edu-

cation "in the community,. is

taking the case to the very courts
_ that  jail -trade unionists when
"they strike for decent wages.

It is important for workers and‘

youth to realize what the role of
the revisionist Young Socialist
Alliance is in this. In 1968, at the
height of the nationalist move-

ment, the YSA went right along _

with the nationalists and the de-
mand for community control.

REVISIONISTS

The YSA went even further in
that they provided the so-
phisticated ‘‘theory’’ through the
revision of Marxism for the reac-
tionary demand of “Black con-
trol of the Black community.”
Only the Workers League and
today the Young Socialists have
waged a relentless battle against
this type of logic.

‘The concept of community con-

* trol opened up the path for the
Black middle class to make their

way up, through becoming po-
verty pimps and stepping on the
backs of the Black working class
and youth. At the same time, and
most dangerous of all was that
community control has been used
by the government to destroy the
unions, particularly the United
Federation of Teachers. In ‘the
December 16, 1968 issue of the
Bulletin, we wrote in reply to the
revisionists: ]
“Today every Black capitalist
and petty bourgeois has taken up
the demand for Black culture.
Black capitalists such as Jesse

Jackson are seen as the friends of
the Black transit workers.

“Today the Ford Foundation
has become the hero in the fight
for Black control of the schools,
pouring millions of dollars into
community control while the
white workers, the teachers,
become in the eyes of the na-
tionalists the enemies.”

" The YSA was.in the front of the
nationalist movement, heaping
attacks on the Workers League
for the defense it took of the UFT
in 1968. These revisionists on the
other hand took the side of the ca-
pitalists in attemptmg to destroy
the teachers’ union. .

The SWP-YSA wrote in the De-
cember 1968 issue of Inter-
continental Press on the UFT
strike the following:

“This was no ordinary strike
action, but a struggle involying
complex issues that pitted the
overwhelmingly white mem-
bership of the UFT against the
Black and Puerto Rican com-
munities in the counfry's biggest
city. The key question was who
shall run the ghetto schools?”

Further in the article they
stated that: ‘‘The Blaek com-
munity stiffened its struggle for
local control of the schools.
School decentralization in the -
Black ghettoes is a step toward

{Continued On Page 18)

‘front of the various.employment centers-waiting to register

for jobs, In cities like Detroit and New York the unem- -
“ployment is as high as 50%. In Boston-it is over: 30%.

It is under these attacks by the government that the
,Young Socialists is taking forward a fight against the De-
‘mocrats and Republicans. The two existing political parties |
are responsible for the -cut-backs, layoffs and . the. whole
unemployment situation. The political fight agamst the go-
vernment has to be taken forward through the construction
of a labor party. The Young Socialists demonstration will
“demand employment for all workers:and youth and a 30

| Cops Wltchhunt Former Bluck Panther

' BY AYS REPORTER :

BRIDGEPORT——The Bridgeport police have resumed their five-year campaign to convict
Lawrence Townsend, 33, a former leader of the Black Panther Party. A 23 state alarm has been
issued to hunt down Townsend who is charged with the shooting of two Black policemen on May
30 after reportedly being arrested for disorderly conduct.

hour week at 40 hours pay, and the building of a labor party.

The Minneapolis Central Labor Union Council has called
for' the building of a third party with its core. being the
‘trade ynions. The rest of the labor movement must take
“forward this demand. The youth must take the lead now in
‘the fight to construct a labor party. It is these irade unions
_that the youth must turntowards.” -
At the AFL-CIO Young ‘Unionists Action League flrsf
-annual convention it was the Young Socialists who led the
fight for a labor party. At one warkshop supporters of the
YS were able to gef a vote on the laber party despite the bu-
reaucratic tactics and the opposmon of the Young Workers
Liberation League

- facross the country. We urge you to ;om 1he YS and take up ;
H this f:ghf L

L This campaign against unemp|oymenf will commue al[ |
<4 summer. through  demonstrations and other. acfivities

The kbolice' are determined to

jqput the young militant behind
. bars, after having failed-to geta
major conviction against him in

other framed up cases. '

WITCH-HUNT

‘The witch-hunt against ToWn—'

send reveals a vicious campaign

by the police since 1969. In a 1971 .

trial, Townsend testified that he
had béen harassed from the time

- he began’ attendmg meetmgs

and ralhes ‘of the BPP in 1969.
' FIRED

"-He said hg was cdnsianﬂy fol-

lowed, and that in May 1970,
bullets were fired through a bed-
room -window in his third floor
apartment. During this period,
he was fired from Remington
Arms Compary when he began
bringing ‘in the: Panther paper
and speaking out against working
conditions in the plant.

One year later the hysterical
manhunt against Townsend con-
tinues. Bridgeport’s Mayor Pa-
nuzio has offered a reward for
the capture. of -Townsend. City
officials are  calling for more
police ‘in the East End ghetto
where. the shooting occurred.

The arrests of several people in
thxs area the night the incident
took place, and the-search for
Townsend throughout the East
End reveal that the witch-hunt
against Townsend is being used
to prepare for more repression

. against the youth this summer.

POLITICS

City officials and the police
fear the turn of youth to socialist
politics and to the strength of the
working class as the answer to
the intolerable conditions im-
‘posed on them by the go-
vernment.
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Pnesfs And Polmcmns
Dominate Sfage

At Angela Daws Rally

AYS REPORTER
CHICAGO—On Friday, June 16th, nearly 3, 000 people, most-
ly youth, attended the Angela Davis Rally here. The rally was
held in McCormick Place in the center of Chicago. The crowd
came despite the poor publicity campalgn by the Communist

Party

The reactionary character of
the Communist Party was ex-
posed by having the meeting open
with a prayer by Rev. Reddick
who is in charge of Operation
PUSH. In the middle of the
prayer, there was a plea for God
to free all political prisoners!

The whole bankriptcy of

New York area YS held Smorgasbord and dance June 17th. More than $200 was donated to Bulletin Fund Stalinism is based on pleas for
Drive as youth tasted wide variety of food, from East !ndlan pastry and baklava to eggplant parmagiana. justice from capitalist poli-

‘I Waste My Time Looking For Jobs’ -

BY A YS REPORTER

EAST PALO ALTO—Last week the East Palo Alto Munici-
- pal Council voted to bring five more police onto streets here as -

students leave lo¢al high schools for summer vacation.

“There aren't any. jobs,” Ben-
nie Brown, 17, told the Young
Socialist. ‘I looked all over.
There’s not a thmg I waste my
time looking.”

MINIMUM

The few jobs available pay the’
minimum and offer no future. A
girl at Ravenswood High School,
for instance, said -she “might

work in a hamburger stand.
Where else can you go?”

The youth employment pro- .
. gram in Sequoia District has 11

offices. The Young Socialist in-
terviewed Mr. Ray Harringer,
the head of Ravenswood Youth
Employment Center, located in
an area of the heaviest concen-

- tration of unemployed youth.

Harringer stated that his office

had placed over 200. There were
a vew technical spots with pay up
to two dollars an hour.

Stanford Youth . Opportunity
Program also pays two dollars.
SYOP received 1,000 applica-
tions for its 200 slots before
closing its doors to applications
last week. Most jobs are main-
tenance for $1.65. The office will
remain open until June 30, trying
for a target of 500 placements.

In 1968, Ravenswood was the
center of the first job fair, out of
which 1,100 youth went to work.

Government Axes Harlem Prep

- BY FRANK CHURCH
NEW YORK-—Harlem “Prep’”
which ‘is a semi-private school
for minority youth, is threatened
with being closed down through
withdrawal of government funds.
~ The Administration has decided
that the only way to stay open is
by charging the students $200
a year to attend. Last year it
cost the studenis nothing to
attend.

Harlem “‘Prep”’ and other
schools like it were set up as a
concession to workers and youth
after the tremendous explosion in
the ghetto areas in the sixties.

At the same time the capitalists

have sought to use these schools
to perpetuate illusions that ca-
pitalism can be reformed and

work for the youth who have

faced the most terrible con-
ditions created by capitalism.

The school which has always
only . been open to a small
number of youth, can only
become smaller, as the youth and
their families will find it next to
impossible to pay the fee,

The decision of the go- .

vernment to withdraw funds is’
part of the attack on the edu-
cational system and the youth as
they seek to completely turn the
youth out on the streets.

Palo Alto Youth

Since then, the program has lost

. 200 jobs per year.

Harringer said that: ‘“Be-
tween ’68 and '69 we lost 75 at
Lockheed, and we've lost 55 at
Varian each summer.” Fair-
child used. to hire and no longer
does.

REFUSES

Mid-Peninsula Businessmen’s

Leadership Council, made up of
business magnates like David
Packard, set up the first job fair.
Today, because youth employ-
ment is no longer profitable,
these men refuse to provide suf-
ficient jobs. Instead, they turn
the youth over to the Sherlff s
Offme

- At Ravenswood, one youth
stated that: ““We have to unite
with older workers. That's the
only way to get power.”

The Young Socialist urges all
youth in East Palo Alto to build
this summer’s campaign for
“Jobs for All,” to join the fight
for the labor party, and to join
the Young Socialists.

ticians. These politicians are the
same people responsible for the .
jailing of Angela and for the
death of George Jackson.

It was the working class that
freed Angela Davis and it is the
working class that the C.P. wants
to erase from its history.

The speakers were Rev. C. T.
Vivian of SCLC, Thomas Todd, a
lawyer and Executive Director
of PUSH, and Jim Holland from
Mayor Hatcher’s office, which
expresses the reactionary me-
thods of the CP.

“DIFFERENT

Angela Davis herself did not
speak until two hours after the
rally had begun. Finally, when
she spoke, what came out was a -
lot. different from what the CP
had tried to create with all the-
middle class and caplta‘list ele-
ments on the stage.. - .

- Angela’ Davis said that as the =
capitalist class {s threatened it -
must strike back to maintain- its
Jaw and order. She also said that
‘“Things are different now. The
white working class is not as .
easily duped about communism
now. They are honestly in-
terested in learnmg what it .
means,

“We confronted the govern-

ment with. the refusal to accept
its repression. We are the crea- .
tors of that victory...We must

- learn to seize the time, to gather

up this power that we hdve,” But .
the fight for communism means

today the fight against the Com~ '
‘mupist Party and the Young

Workers Liberation League.

DISPUTES TEAR APART
"YOUNG LORDS ASSEMBLY

BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ
The Young Lords Party People’s Assembly held this

weekend could not even get enough agreement to call the .

resolutions presented to a vote. This comes on the heels of a
number of expulsions and splits which have erupted within the

ranks. Much of the discussion occurred over the question of the
expulsion and on other topies such as the national questxon and

the workers’ struggles.

The inability to reach agree~
ment on the expulsion reveals
that there is opposition to the
entire political line of the YLP.
On the national question the
differences were whether to con-
centrate on Puerto Rico or the
United States. On the workers’
struggle the question raised was
whether to fight for higher wages
or control of the factories. It is
precisely the movement of the
working class which is. now

tearing up the nationalists. But .

because the pelitics of the YLP
stands completely opposed to the
interests of -the working class
they must now attempt to heap
slander upen the only revolu-
tionary current in exis-
‘tence—Trotskyism.

'CRISIS

The crisis within the ranks of
the YLP and the attacks upon
Trotskyism can only be under-

stood by 'looking back on their
history. The YLP that claimsitis
“socialist” is in a crisis today
because it refused to study the
history of the Marxist move-
ment and the fundamental
struggle in the 1930’s between
Trotskyism and Stalinism. -

~ COMMUNIST PARTY

Today - while ~the Communist
Party calls for reforms as the
main = objective, the nation-
alists in the YLP use the same
pragmatic thinking by entering

into free breakfast programs and

organizing squatters’ struggles
because they proceed with what
they think will work for the mo-.
ment. This is why the Stalinist

~CP-and the nationalists could

work together so well and why
the Stalinists encouraged nation-

~alism.

All of these questmns were
raised by the Workers League.
They were raised particularly

over the question of the verbal
slanders and physical attacks on
members of the Workers League
by MPI (Movimiento Pro-
Independencia) now called the
PSP (Puerto Rican Socialist
Party)

MPI

The relationship of the MPI
and Stalinism was revealed at a
meeting held January 22, 1971, in
San Juan, Puerto Rico between
MPI, the Communist Party of
Puerto Rico, and the Communist
Party USA. In an article ap-
pearing inthe March 8, 1971 issue
of the Balletin Juan Farinas
wrote on the meaning of the
conference stating:

“The reason why .the MPI,
which is a_nationalist organi-
zation, can have a joint confe-
rence and issue a joint state-
ment with the Stalinist Commu-

-nist Party i§ that, despite all the

recent talk of ‘socialism’ and
turning the MPI into a ‘Leninist
revolutionary vanguard,’ it has
never fundamentally broken
from its natmna}ist and middle
class past.”

The MPI’s hatred of the revolu-
tionary movement took the form

of physical attacks upon the’
Workers League and the history

of Trotskyism. Slanders that

Young Socialist

were created during the frame-
up trials of the 1930’s by Stalin
were revived by MPI as they
called the Workers League “‘CIA
agents’ ' and ‘‘counter-revolu-

tionary.” In reality it was MPI

who entered onto the road of be-
traving .the Puerto Rican
working class.

‘The YLP at that time ralsed -

questions about MPI's perspec-
tive which is to line up with the
ruling class in Puerto Rico. This
can be seen in the article ap-
pearing in the March 19th, 1971,
issue of Palante in which David
Perez, then Field Marshall of
the YLP, wrote: .

".'*To be poor means that

somebody. somewhere is rich,
- Who are these rich people? Since’
PR is a colony of amerikkka,

they must be the same rich peo-

ple as the ones in amerikkka, like -

Rockefeller and. Hughes. Not
only that, but there are rich

Puerto Ricans. stepping on poor -

Puerto. Ricans for control of the
1sland "
STATEHOOD-

On the point that inde;ieﬁdence
does not mean the end of the

- exploitation of the Puerto Rican

working class he wrote;
“Well,

all of those. tbmgs,_

statehood and commonwealth
‘and independence are  political

systems. They have to be based )
on an-economic system and they
are—~capitalism.” .

. TRO’I‘SKYISM o
" But when it came down to

‘condemning the MPT's attack on
the Workers League, the YLP

refused to take sides. ‘When the -
Workers League warned that the
YLP had to confront the question
of Trotskyism and Stalinism it
refused. Confronting this ques-
tlon would have meant a break
with nationalism. Only after MPI
delivered an attack against them
did the YLP react yet it con- -
demned the MPI from a com-
pletely " unprincipled position, -
saying that MPI should not open-

.1y show the divisions within the -~

nanonal movement.
Today the YLP is feeling the E
results of its unprincipled-

history. Today both MPI and the = = -
YLP agree on the most funda- = . = -
mental point in the history of .-

Marxism, that is they stand with -

Stalinism - against' Trotskyism.' - .
They stand with counter-revoly: = -~

tionr against revolution. Only the
Young Socialists enriched iwith

the history of the Marxist move- :
- ment can and is leading youth in
the fight against capitalism. -
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weekly organ of the Workers teague

"-A..MUSf o
Break The Board!

Two weeks ago Nixon’s Pay Board reJected the
appeal by the International Longshoremen’s Associ-

ation to restore the cut made in the ILA wage settle-

ment. At the same time the Board made clear that

even the piddling second year 40 cent an hour in- -
crease will be denied if the ILA did not 1mp1ement ‘

the new work rules by July 1st.
~ Behind the Pay Board’s action against the ILA lies
the capitalist world economic crisis. This is what is

forcing the government to solve the crisis at the ex-

o pense of the working class—its wages, jobs, and con-
- ditions.

This confrontation with the government cannot be -

" avoided. The ranks of the TLA must demand strike
- action on July 1st to defeat this Board. All of the con-

ditions for smashing this Board are here as millions
of workers face the axe of the Pay Board and given :

' the lead are willing to fight.

The call last week by the Mlnneapolls Central‘

‘Labor Union Council for the building of a third party
whose core will be the unions shows the real
strength of the labor movement and means the
unions must now take the offensive. v

It is clear that Nixon’s strategy is to use the col-
) laboratmn of the trade inion leaders to force
- through an acceptance of the TLA cut and prepare
- the way to take on the contracts of the miners and
the steelworkers and the millions of other workers

whose second year contracts now go under the axe

of the Pay Board. ' '
~The leaders of the ILA are tellmg the ranks that
- they cannot fight the Pay Board. At the same time
they are holding off a decision until the Price Com-
“mission rules on rate hikes for the stevedore bosses.
- Not satisfied with what they have already ob-
tained from the Pay Board the shipping bosses are
claiming that to even meet the piddling increase
they must be exempted from the controls. This
" means that the shipping bosses are fully prepared to
demand: a further cut from the dockers’ wages. . -
The refusal of these leaders. to take on the Pay
~Board now creates a dangerous situation for the

- entire labor movement There is no.room for the -

time worn maneuvers of the bureaucracy——the li-

o vehhood of millions of union members is at stake.

“The rank and file of the ILA must call a halt to the

‘criminal policies of their leadership and refuse, like
- the longshoremen in ‘Montreal, to accept the dic--

. tates of the employers and their Pay Board.
‘A -strike by thé ILA will bring out the entire labor

& movement into ‘general strlke action agamst thls.

" Pay Board.

. A strike by” the ILA agamst the Pay Board will
s brlng the entire labor movement to the breaking
- point- with the Democrats and Republicans and

. create the conditions for the building of a labor
: party to defeat all of the attacks of the government

A Great Achlevement

We asked for 540,000 -in .the Sprmg Bulletin Expansnon
| Drive and’ we got $43,254 13. This is a tremendous achieve-
ment, :
- ‘We say fhanks, thanks, thanks, to the members of rhe
4 Workers League, the Young Socialists and all of our sup-
| :porters who have given so unselfishly to build the Bulletin.
" Your magnificent work has now provided the basis for ex-
| panding and making the Bulletin the weapon for thousands
| .of workers and youth in the fight against this government. It
expresses the power of the principled fight for Marxism and
the strength of the American working ciass.
.. inparticular. we would like to thank the Connechcut )
branch of the Workers League and the Young Socialists that |
- {'gave $500 over their pledge and the anonymous donor who
-} sent- 5300 in the last. week of the drive,-. L

COW
"week. ‘‘The positive trends in the
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. Whatwethink
CP Rewves The Old Slanders

American imperialism. and the

Soviet Stalinist bureaucracy are

being driven into desperate alliance
under the blows of the world
economic crisis and the offensive of

_the working class. The Moscow sum-

mit, the treacherous silence that
greeted the massive bombing of
North Vietnam and President Pod-
gorny’s current - effort . to compel

. Hanoi to accept a capitalist puppet
" government in the South are the most
open expressions of the .Kremlin's

solidarity with imperialism.

- The" Soviet. Stalinists' are row
praising Nixon, and thereby in-

dicating that they would like to see
the -butcher of the Vietnamese

" workers to serve another term as
“President. ‘“There is no doubt that
the results of the Moscow talks are on:

the credit - side, as it were, of the
Republican Party,” declared a Mos-
radio  commentator last

activities of Washington’s influential
circles are 1rreversxble,” added the

) broadcaster.

In order fo cover the reactlonary
maneuvers, the- Stalinists are

-dredging up the old slanders against
- Trotskyism. ‘A steady stream of ar-

‘ticles in this vein appear.in Soviet
periodicals. And the American Com-
munist Party is playmg a central role

- _in this §lander campaign in the Daily

‘World, printing a number of articles
dlrected against the Workers League.
The " June 10 issue of the Daily

- World includes 2 crude slander jobby .
Phillipoff - entitled

“Trotskyites vs. the People.” He

. declares; “‘...The ultra-left sects who

try to lay claim to the proud pame of

revolutionaries” are not comcerned -

with ending the war in Vietnam.
In typical Stalinist fashion, Phil-
lipoff attempts to ‘construct an amal-

. 'gam of factions embracing all sorts
of middle class and adventurist ten-

dencies and pass theém off as Trot-
skyist. Referring to the May 20-22
demonstrations in - Washington, he

- writes that “many of them, openly .

“and. hehind the scenes—promoted
police provocations which had a dis-

_ rupting ‘effect...”’

Trotskyism has nothing to do thh
adventurism. To 'set .the record

. straight, it is the Stalinists them-"
‘selves who. have actually collabor-

ated with Abbie Hoffman and similar
elements on the basis of common

. agreement to keep the fundamental

political questions out of the anti-war

—‘movement, It is in fact‘the CP-
_backed People’s Coalition for Peace -

and Justice that bases itself on such
adventures
" But one thing is absolutely clear:

. and that is that the Workers League

is the'real target of the: attack in tlns

. rttcle

While Phllhpoff begms the artlcle
w1th an attack on the SWP, the rest of

it is devoted to the recent gathering

of the Stalinist-dominated Trade:

Unionists for Action and Democracy
(TUAD).

Phillipoff ~ writes that “...the

‘Trotskyites and others succeeded in

disrupting " the work of the Con-
ference with their continuous. con-
demnations of the anti-war poli-
ticians such as Rep. Bella Abzug
because they belong to the
Democratic Party, and their insis-
tence that the overthrow of capi-

“talism be placed in the forefront of

the agenda.”
What was it that “dxsrupted" and

-actually ‘terrified ‘the Stalinist -

leaders of the TUAD? It was the pro-
posal for the immediate building of
an independent labor party put for-
ward by the Workers League and the
Workers League alone. This demand;
which comes at a time when trade
unions are forced by events to.con-
sider the ‘question of a political party
based on the working class, threa-

.tens: the entire Stalinist strategy of

peaceful coexistence with ca-
pitalism and their deals with .the
rulers of U.S. imperialism.

The Communist Party knows how
powerfiil the question. of the labor
party is. It is not unaware of the fact
that the ‘question and the call for a
labor party was heard on the floor of
the UAW Convention in April. And
since Phillipoff wrote his article, the
Minneapolis Central  Labor Union
‘Council has declared itself in favor of

‘alabor party. .
From the attack on the Workers
League’s participation in the TUAD’

Conference Phillipoff then -quotes
from Trotsky’s Permanent Re-

-volution which asserts: .
“The struggle against war is-de-

cided not -by pressure upon the go-
vernment but only. by the re-
volutionary struggle for power.”

This is the position of the Workers
League. This was also the position of
Lenin who vehemently rejected the
conception that an imperialist - go-
vernment could be pressured into ac-
cepting peace. When Stalin wrote in
Pravda in 1917 that the way to end

- Russian participation in World War I

““is bringing pressure to bear on the
Provisional Government with the de-
mand that.the government proclaim
its readiness to begin immediate ne-
gotiations for peace,” Lenin replied:

““To’turn to this government with a
proposal of concluding peace is equi-
valent to preaching morality to the
keeper of a brothel.”

It is the Stalinists who reject Lenin,
as does the SWP which the CP would
like to call Trotskyist in order to con-
struct - their slanderous- amalgam.
The CP and the SWP have stood to-

gether -in the leadership of the anti- =

war ‘‘coalition” to pressure the go-
vernment.
Commenting on the Permanent Re-
volution, Phillipoff writes: -
“‘As practiced by the Trotskyites,

this botls down to: No matter what
the level of class consciousness is,
just talk about the world revelution
and the need for the armed seizure of
power by the workers. Don’t struggle

_ for democratic reforms even though

this is a hallmark of Leninism and is
stressed in the Communist Mani-
festo. Above all, serve imperialism
by fanatical criticism of the Com-
munist Party, USA and of the Soviet
Union.”’

The Workers League does not begin
with the “level” of workers’ con-
sciousness at any given time. but
with the objective tasks posed to the
working class. It fights to develop re-
volutionary consciousness. This was
the method of Marx and Lenin.

Nothing is more disgraceful than
Phillipofi’s attempt to portray Lenin
as a reformist. More than fifty years
ago, at the Third Congress of the
Third International, the *“Theses on
Tactics” clearly presented Leninist
policy:

““The Communist Parties do not put
forward any minimum program to
strengthen and improve the tottering
structure of capitalism...In the place
of the minimum program of the re-
formists and the centrists the Com-
munist International puts the
struggle for the concrete needs of the
proletariat, for a system of demands
which in their totality disintegrate
the power of the bourgeoisie, or-

--ganize the proletariat, represent

stages in the struggle for proletarian
dictatorship, and each of which ex-
presses in itself the need of the broa-
dest masses, even if the masses °
themselves are not yet consciously in. .
favor of the proletarian dic-

tatorship.” ‘

The CP aeccuses the Workers
League of an ““abstract’ fight against
war which actually serves im-
perialism. Meanwhile, they *‘con-
cretely’’ aid Nixon’s re-election cam-
paign and fight against the building of
a labor party, even as millions of
workers search for an alternative to
the Democrats and Republicans.

As for the Stalinist slanders that
the Trotskyists ‘‘serve im-
perialism,’” they are viciously trying
to cover the criminal role they are
playing today. Who was it that wined
and dined Nixon in Moscow. while the
butcher was stepping up the murder
in Vietnam?

Where does the U.S. Communist
Party stand on Moscow’s virtual en-
dorsement of Nixon for a second
term in the White House? Can the
Daily World dare to. inform its
readers and explain to them why Si-
hanouk and Hanoi are moved to de-
nounce Kremlin diplomacy? Can they
explain to their own members and
supporters why they hysterically de-
nounce the fight for a labor party
when the call for it is now beginning

" to be heard from wide Iavers of the

iabor movement"
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‘The Gase For A Labor Party

The 1972 elections are being
held at a most critical time in
the history of American labor.
It is now that all the gains made
by this great movement of

American labor are being -
threatened by Nixon and the

large corperations he re-
presents. '
Only if American labor

breaks with the two parties con-

trolled by big business and con-
structs its own labor party
based on the trade unions can
these gains be defended.
INFLATION continues unchecked
eating up the pay checks of workers
and driving workers’ actual standard

of living down. At the same time, the
Pay Board slashes wages won by

union workers while profits soar to
unheard of heights and corporation
presidents give themselves salary

‘hikes of 100 percent.or more. )
UNEMPLOYMENT remains at six

percent, while feaching as high as 50 per-
cent for sections of minority youth. Hun-
dreds of thousands of factory workers,
with years of seniority, are being laid off
and plants are being closed down wiping
out the future for older workers, while

youth do not even have a chance to work.
At the same time, the unemployed are

being used by tlré bosses to break the con-

ditions of employed workers.

SPEED-UP is being openly. en-
couraged by the government itself and a
drive for speed-up is being led by the lar-
gest corporations of the country like Ge-
neral Motors. The bosses are seeking to
break union conditions in the plants, by
forcing workers beyond the point of bu-
man endurance, while increasing profits
and pushing more workers out of work as
fewer workers sweat to do the work. This
is the meaning of the statement of Joseph
Godfrey of General Motors: “If we can
occupy a man for 60 minutes, we’'ve got
that right.”

LAWS AGAINST THE UNIONSare
being prepared in Congress. Taft-Hartley
is already on the books. Now a new law is
being written which would outlaw strikes
in the transportation industry and force
compulsory arbitration. At the same time,
the National Labor Relations Board and
all the courts in the land are being used to
invalidate contracts, jail union leaders,
fire striking workers and take away all the

_ basic rights the unions have won.

CONDITIONS OF LIFEare in decay

~ everywhere. The schools are falling apart

and few can learn anything in the schools
where working class youth must go. Hou-
sing in the cities is in complete decay with
whole sections of cities deserted and boar-
ded up as workers are crowded into the re-
rhaining tenements. Health services costs

have skyrocketed and clinic service is de-
teriorating to 19th century conditions.
Dope is spreading like a plague among the

‘youth while crime skyrockets. “Law and
order” is hrought to bear against those -

who protest the conditions of life and not
against the real criminals. Taxes have
reached impossible heights for small wage
earners and home owners while the big
corporations do not even pay taxes.
‘RACISM is openly encouraged by the
government - itself which seeks to un-
dermine the Supreme Court and Con-
stitution on the busing issue. Wallace
emerges as a racist demagogue seeking to
break the labor movement with his eam-

paign, while the ‘liberals” in the De-

mocratic Party like Humphrey chase
along behind him.

WAR continues in Southeast Asia and
Nixon moves closer and closer to World
War Three in his desperation before the
forward movernent of the workers and

- peasants. The American working people

are still.dying in Vietnam, and are still
forced to carry a heavy tax burden for a
war they never wanted nor declared, while
the large corporations make billions off of
defense contracts and use the war to pro-
tect their interests not ours in Asia. When
Nixon bombs the homes of workers in

_ Hanoi and Haiphong, when his bombs hit

dikes which cause flooding -and drowning
of the poor peasants—this must serve as a
warning to all American workers. Nixon
will do the same here if Dot stopped.
Nixon is determined to destroy every-

thing that stands in the way of the profits . -
of the large corporations he represents.
The offensive of the workers and peasants:
in Vietnam and now the determination of

American workers organized in the trade . .

unions to deferd conditions won through
difficult struggle stand in his way.

At the same time, the corporations en--
courage the Wallace movement to the,
right of Nixon. Wallace is backed by fas-
cist elements and the Ku Klux Klan. His-

state of Alabama has an anti-union “‘right-" "

to-work”” law. Wallace aims through

racism to split the working class and- -

openly destroy the unions. The trade union.
leadership refuses to seriously fight Wal-
lace. Wallace can only be answered with
the construction of a labor party! )

~ AUGUST 15th DECISIONS |
On August 15th, 1971 President Nixon
made a-series of decisions affecting the.

future of every worker in the United ].
States and every other part of the world. = -

He spoke, not for himself or even his

. party, but for the large corporations and

the profit system to which they are de-.-
dicated. ‘

First, Nixon removed the gold backing
of the dollar, transforming the hoards of

~ dollars held abroad into so many pieces of -

per. He did this for the simple reason
that the United States no longer possessed
the gold to back up these dollars. . L
* This means that capitalism as a world
system is now bankrupt and can only be

* preserved if the working class is forced
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“seek to increase the amourt that workers

" produce whxle reducmg wages to a plt-{ :
- tance.
.In" 1944 “in* Bretion Woods the present -
* . world monetary system was established.
It was based on other countries-accepting .
- American dollars as if they were gold. The.
_:-United States guaranteed:in return that. '
the price of, gold would stay at $35 an .

ounce and it would honor all dollars held

“abroad with gold. On this basis the whole

‘postwar boormn ‘was constructed and .along

. with it an inflationary-trend. This allowed -
- ‘the capitalists. to amass great profxts :

while -at the same time compromising

with the working class which also made -

" modest gains in its'standard of living.
‘Bretton Woods was a concession to the

- strength of ‘the working class. It is thig"

strength which now throws capltahsm into
ity biggest crisis.. =~
Now that the United States wm no

. longer honor dollars held abroad, the

“whole *world. monetary system is threa-

. tened with collapse dnd a world trade re: "
" ..cession or. depressmn is imminent. More

than this, it means that. the penod of com-

.. promise with the workmg clags is over. In

i+ every couniry the. capltahsts must” now -

;- take onthe working class seeking to break -
its class organizations'and force down.its

- living conditions so that the profit system *

v "can be preserved It is thxs system and‘ -
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o these profits' which-is all that matters to .
" the corporation heads. ‘What happens to. v
-the working man is. not theu' concern It
- never ‘has been. /.

Second, and flowmg from this fxrst de—’

cision, Nixon imposed a surcharge on fo-

reign,goods and took. other steps to pushas.
-much of the burdenof capitalism’s crisis.
-onto. Europe. . This means that Nixon and .-

Connally ‘are: driving .thé - rulers. of -
e Europe-—the men-who- sent troops against o

workers in Malaya in Aden; in Indochina,

injAlgeria, in Ireland—to turn now agamst.
_the workers in Europe. .~ "~

Some in the Iabor movement, mcludmg

the AFL-CIO top leadership and the lea-
_dership -of many individual unions, are .

seekmg to line the working class up with

_ Nixon in these attacks on other countries.
They reason that the way to save Ame-
rican jobs is to have even hlgher import.

“ restrictions. than Nixon so far has ad-

vocated. They say let the workers in

Canada, who. are in the same inter- .

national unioms, and in England, Ger-

many, Japan and France suffer so that ‘
. American jobs can be saved.-

--Such policies only weaken - Amerlcan

. workers at a time when they face their -
* bitterest - battles “by Separating themn

from their class: brothers in other lands.

- The American working class faces an'in-

ternational enemy: that is, international

: conglomerates w1th vast wealth Whose re-
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’ o Page 9: Workers League-Young Somahsts demonstrahon last Aprll 22nd durmg anhwar rallles Above, Hospnal Worker Union
" back into destltutlon The bosses must now -

" sources span the globe. The workirg class
must umte on an mternatmnal front to

" Local 1199

“What is big business plannmg for
‘Amencan workers? Read the re-
cent statements.of GMAD boss Jo--

seph Godfrey :
. "Within ‘reason and without en-:
dangering their health, if we can
occupya man for 60 minutes, we ‘ve
got thatright.”

"Sorme workers are. unsus’red for
assembly work,. and : they should
getout.’. .they complain, and yet if
‘we closed Lordstown and then re-

plications.””

““Workers aren’t mo’rlva‘red
anymore .all_these high benefit
plans take desire away.”’

“In my judgement, our division
‘doesn’t'compare with the Japanese
in productivity. . .if -our produc-
tivity ‘were &@s good -or- our wage .
rates were the same, they couldn't
.compete. with us. Thelr average
hourly wage-is $1.24. :

“’People in ou planfs don"r work
hard. Elbows and hands don’t fly.
It’s not‘a Charlje Chaplin-movie.
We want steady and full work. We
‘want them to keep their mmds on

 the ;ob “ . :

opened it we wou!d get 50,000 ap-f .

.......

fight back against these giants. In actual . -

fact, it has been the heroic battles of the
workers and peasants in Vietnam that
have weakened Nixon to the point that he
holds back from the kind of attacks
against American workers he would like
to carry out.

At the same time, it is the great
strength of the American working class,
particularly expressed last year in steel

and auto which played an important rolein = -
forcing Nixon to make his August 15th de- -

cisions as well as in holding him back from
what he would like to do in Vietnam and
elsewhere.

Third, Nixon set up the Pay Board for
the purpose of robbing American workers
of their living standards, of holding down
wages, while prices continued to soar and
profits reached all-time highs. At the
same time, Nixon, Agnew and Comnally, in
speech after speech, goad on big business
to step up its ruthless speed-up to sweat
every penny of profit possible out of Ame-
rican workers.

The full significance of the Pay Board

- can only be understood if we realize that it

is aimed at destroying the one strength the
American working class has—its trade
unions. American workers do not have

. their own party as do workers in other

countries.. American workers do not have
a strong shop stewards movement as they

. have in England. But American workers
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brought out over 20,000 New  York

%

have constructed powerful trade unions in-

corporatmg all workers in a factory inone
union, and in many cases all workers in .

whole industries in one union. Workers in
these unions, through struggle, win cer-
tain wages, pensmns and working con-
ditions, written up in a contract.

This contract, of course, contains all
kinds of clauses and concessions, written .

into it through the betrayals of the union

_bureaucracy which hamper and tie down
the workers in the plants. But the con- .

tract is also the result of the power of the
working class spelling out certain wage
levels and conditions.

Now the Pay Board rips up these con-
tracts imposing its own wage levels and
other conditions. If the Pay Board is al-

lowed to proceed ‘unchallenged, it will.

have in one blow wiped out the great
strength of the labor movement. What
good are unions if contracts won through
struggle can be thrown in the wastebasket
at the whim of a handful of men called a
Pay Board? What protectmn does the
workmg man now have against the profit-

‘hungry bosses ever after more work,

lower pay, less jobs?

“THE LESSONS OF LABOR’S HISTORY
In order to understand the full signi-
ficance of the situation American workers

now face, and what must be done in this-si- -

tuation. we must look at the history which

demonstration  last  week.

created the labor movement of today. The
labor movement was.built through strug-
gle. not through compromise. It was built
by militants and revolutionaries, not bu-

reaucrats and lawyers, It came into’being -
~ in an explosive way, through a great leap,
~ not through & graduai addition to the old

conservative craft unions led by the fore-
runners of George Meany.
The modern labor movement was born

'in the great national railway strike of 1877.

The strike began virtually leaderless, in
response to pay cuts, swept the country

- and almost became a general strike. In

Pittshurgh the workers defeated the

militia and the city was run for several
days by workers. Then the army in-
“tervened and bloodily suppressed the -
workers there and. throughout the coun-.

trv. It was after this strike that the go-
vernment built National Guard armories

in every major city—-not to protect the -

nation from an external enemy—but to
protect the robber barons of industry from
an internal enemy: the working man.

‘In 1886. the year in which May Day was
born, the country was swept by agitamon
for the eight hour day. In New York City,
the first labor party was constructed and
Henry George received 67,000 votes to
'Z‘ammam Hall’s 90,000 even with Tam-
many coontmg ‘the votes! The heart of the
struggle was in Chicago where the labor

movement was led by revolutionaries who

(nserts upper left, May Day rally in 1886 for 8- hour day Lower right, Flint s:f~down smkes to organue UAW inaiuto plants )
Michigan sat down in a General Motors

held anarchxst views. The movement was

broken through a witch-hunting campaign
“against anarchism follgwing a bombing.

Four labor leaders, the Haymarket mar-
tyrs, were hung for this act even though no

evidence was produced then or smce to -

connect them with the act,.
In 1892, Eugene V. Debs led another pa-
tional railway strike. This time court in-

~ junctions were used ta break the strike .

and Debs was thrown in jail. While in jail,

he came to the realization that workers.
.could not be defended just through unions

but that a party was needed to fight o re-
place the profit system with socialism so

that the great productive power of this -

country could be run and utilized for the
working class and not the bosses.

In 1912, revolutionaries of the Industrial
Waorkers of the World {IWW) led a strike

- of 20.000 textile workers, who spoke over

15 languages, in Lawrence, Mass. When
the IWW sought to take the workers' chil-
dren to homes in other cities so they would
not ‘have to face starvation, -the police
moved in to club women and children. The

workers stayed firm and the sirike was.

won.
In 1919, William Z. Foster a re-

-volutionary who later joined the Com-

munist Party. led a national steel strike
which was defeated through the betrayals
of the AFL which claimed o support it

When. in 1937, auto workers in Flint,

plant, their action was based on 60 years of

"struggle for industrial unionism. These .

workers were led by socialists and com-

munists and through their militant sit-ins, .- :

the basis was laid for the bnilding of the
CIO atmost overnight, With the growth.of
the CIO, the AFL was forced also toor--
ganize on a mass scale industrial workers -
and the 20 million strong labor movement .
we now know was built. It was the

strength of this movement which created

the standard of living of the postwar

period for all workers, union and non-

union.

Nothing was given to’ Amerxcan :

‘workers. The {rade unions were- con-
structed through bitter struggle faeing

time and again the troops of the go-
vernment itself, which did the bidding of -

the big corporations every time. The trade

unions were not built by the methods of the
present leaders. Samuel Gompers lived

off of American workers. He did not build -

.thé mass trade unions. These were built by
. vevolutionaries.

It took a sharp break from the old trade

unionism to ¢reate industrial unions—~not’

just an increase in the old unions of the
AFL. These unions must now be broken if -

the profit hungry. bosses are to defend
their system. These unions can onty be de-
fended in a new leap—not by just more of

the oid meﬂxoés more unlonism, more so? :




. truction. , R
What is required now is that the Ame-
rican trade unions break decisively with
the two parties of the capitalist class, the
Demacrats and Republicans, and con-
struct "a new. party, a labor party de-
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lidarity, pressure -on the existing lea-

dership. What is required to bring this .
about is the comstruction of a new lea-

dership in the unions.

‘ THE 1972 ELECTIONS
Every attack on labor today is fun-

damentally political in origin and must be .

answered politically. Inflation and unem-
ployment are the products of go-
vernmental economic decisions and the
economic system defended by the go-
vernment, The government openly en-
courages speed-up and in fact insists upon

it as a precondition to wage increases. Go- -

vernment policy stands behind the decay
in housing, the schools, health and social
welfare, while it is the government which
levies unfair taxes on the working man
and is deeply implicated in crime and cor-
ruption. Now the government uses the Pay
Board to take away from the trade unions
what is won by union action on the in-
dustrial front. ‘ '
There can and must be strike action

against the Pay Board. The trade unions.

"cannot accept its decisions and remain
trade unions. Such strikes will be political
in'character aimed at the policy of the go-
vernment, and in fact against its ‘‘law.” It
requires a fight at the same time to begin
the construction of our alternative go-

For all his demiagogic claims to
be a “'friend of the working man,’
Wallace has always been a tool of
the most reactionary sections of
big business. -

In Alabama, where George
Wallace has been governor for.
eight of the last 10 years, workers
face the most difficult conditions:

‘@ Alabama has a ‘’‘right-to-
work” law to prevent union organ-
izing. : :

e Industrial super-profits are fed
by the low wages in Alabama,
where there is no minimum wage
law and where the annualper capi-
ta income ($2,853) is less than that
in 48 other states. -

e Alabamian workers pay about
the highest taxes ($70 miilion in

‘sales taxes have been added since
1963) in the entire country, while
corporations pay next to nothing.
@ Racism is continually fanned
to divide the working class and
‘'split-the trade union movement.

‘stands the

"o John Birch Society -

‘o Ky Klux Klan ‘

e American Nazi Party ~

e Multi-millionaire = corporation
heads who are ‘infamous for their
brutal dealing with their own
employees, = . - :
- Wallace is out to destroy all the.
gains of American workers. Only -
the power of workers organized -
politically in a labor party can stop

him. -

.-® Arid behind George Wallace

k Ve’fhrhe,nt,‘ourf party to 'x‘eplace'their par-

... - ties so that the laws of the land will be in -
- the:interests of the working people and not

to defend their explqitation and de§5

. dicated to the interests of all workers in
this country and throughout the world. The
- working class is the vast majority in this
“country, Only a handful of individuals, no
more than 60 families, ‘control the great
. corporations and through this control do-
- minate both parties and the country. This
‘can be tolerated no-longer. A labor party
must be built and must be built NOW!

.. The crisis in the Democratic Party is
not a matter of a search for a personality.

1t is not difficult to find 2 man with more
personal appeal than Tricky Dick Nixon!
The difficulty lies in its very character as
" a capitalist party based on compromise
with the working class. Now that com-
promise is giving way to sharper class

struggles, this party is beginming to break

. up, to pull apart. -

" There is no wing of the Democratic -
- Party. which has a policy fundamentally
different from' that of Nixon. This is be-.

" cause Nixon's policies are those of a class,

-the capitalist owners of industry, and the -

Pemocratic Party also bases itself on that

‘class. ‘
Tt was the Democratic Party which first

proposed ‘a Pay Board and the De- :

mocratic Party still stands for com-

pulsory arbitration. When Nixon in-

stituted the Pay Board, all sections of the
Democratic Party supported him. When
the AFL-CIO and the United Auto Workers
walked off the Board, not one candidate of
the Democratic Party supported this ac-
tion. When it comes to the working class,
all these politicians stick with their class,
the class of corporation presidents,
bankers and profiteers.

WHAT MUST BE DONE? -/
We -propose that the American trade
union movement call a Congress of Labor
to- consider the critical situation now

facing the American working class. We -

urge that this congress be open not only to
all trade unions—the AFL-CIO, UAW,
Teamsters and independent unions—But
to representatives of the students, the mi-
norities, the unemployed and unorgan-
ized, welfare clients, small farmers, and
all working class political tendencies. The

purpose of such a-congress is to formulate -

a policy and a program to confront the
new situation the working class faces and

~ take appropriate action so that this pro-
gram can. go forward. "

We propose to such a congress, as we do
to all sections of the labor movement, the

immediate formation of a new party of

* labor based on and financed by the trade

unions, open to all sections of the working
class and fighting for every working man,
all the youth and unemployed. We propose
that such a party fight on the basis of the
following program,

PROGRAM

NO LAWS AGAINST UNIONS:
There must be an.immediate end to the
Pay Board, the Taft-Hartley, Landrum-
Griffin and other anti-labor laws, the state
“right-to-work’” laws, all restrictions on
the right to strike for government em-.
ployees or anyone-else, and all the re-
pressive court and other restrictions on
unions and on minority peoples and youth.

/

WAGES: The trade unions ‘cannét”k

stand by and let the government through

the Pay Board take away labor’s past

gains in wages and living conditions. We
demand straight wage increases which not
only make up for past inflation but im-
prove incomes of workers. There must be

no strings attached, no productivity deals,
 no speed-up. We must protect these gains
~ from erosion by inflation with a full es-

calator clause in evezjy‘ contract.

" JOBS: We must institute a policy of full

. employment based on.a 30 hour week for

40 hours pay. It was American workers
who fought for and achieved the eight hour
day. Now we must make the 30 hour week
the law of the land so that everyone may
work and benefit from the productive ca-
pacity of the country. There must be real
job training for youth and unemployment

_benefits to all without cutoffs.

'PEACE: We call for the immediate -

’ withdrawal -of all American troops,
. Planes, ships and materiel from Vietnam,

Southeast Asia and- all countries of the
-world. We propose to replace a policy of
imperialism with a policy of support to

~ workers and peasants of other lands in
. their battles for a better life and to

replace a-policy of economic domination

.-by -United States big businessmen with a

policy of economic cooperation in the de-

~ velopment of the underdeveloped nations.

Only such a policy can bring peace to the

- world. o

LIVING CONDITIONS: Billions

must be devoted to providing for quality

- education for all, including higher edu- -
cation. The slums must be torn down and

the cities rebuilt with high quality public

housing available to all who want it. So-

-cialized medicine must be ‘instituted to

take profit out of sickness and provide

- complete medical care to all from birth to

death. '

TAXES: War profits must be taxed 100
percent along with all incornes over- $25,-
000.. Ali existing loopholes must be re-
moved. so that these taxes are actually
levied. Present regressive sales taxes and

-

income taxes on incomes below $10,000

- must be abolished. Taxes on small home

owners and small businesses must like-

wise be 'ébolished_ and property taxes
levied against the large corporations and
banks. . , -

RACISM: All discrimination in pay,

hiring, upgrading and training must be

abolished. Schools and housing must be -

completely integrated. Only under con-
ditions of full employment, ample in-
expensive housing and expanded edu-

cational budgets will it be possible to ac--

tually integrate the schools and society.
Only when the ghettoes are abolished will
racism be ended.

NATIONALIZATION OF INDUS-
TRY: The attacks on the labor
movement, the cutbacks in school funds,
in housing, in all the social benefits, are
now taking place because the capitalist
system can no longer provide a decent
living to workers and necessary social ser-
vices to the families of workers. War is
being conducted in Vietnam and threa-
tened elsewhere for the same reason. The

. United States has the productive power to -

provide everything outlined in this pro-
gram today. The potential development of
this productive power is unlimited. What
must be done now is to place these in-
dustries in the hands of the working people
through nationalization under workers’
control, so that the econmomy. can be
planned to meet the needs of all the

people. There is no solution to any pro-

blem now facing American workers out-
side of creating its own party, creating
through this party its own government,

* and this government taking over basic in-

dustry and administering this industry
through the democratic control of the
workers in the factories, in the interests of
all of humanity.

HOW TO BEGIN

We must begin this battle to convené a |

Congress of Labor and to construct a labor
party right now in the midst of the 1972 el-
ections. It is now that all workers are forc-
ed to turn to political questions. It is now
that the future of labor is threaened by the
Pay Board. It is now that Nixon is driving
ever closer to world war over Vietnam.
The Socialist Workers Party is running

the Demoeratic and Republican Parties.
We urge all workers and youth to vote for
these candidates as a step in the struggle
to build-a labor party. -

Most important, we can begin the fight
to construct an independent party of the
working class during this election. The
basis for its construction in this period can
be laid so that the working class does not
have to go-into another election with only
the parties of the bogsses to choose be-
tween. This we must do. '

We call on the labor movement to hold
such a congress and construct such a

- party but-do not rely on the present labor

bureaucracies to carry out such a: task,
What is required is a break from all the
compromises with capitalism which has

‘created a labor bureaucracy far removed

from the ranks. This bureaucracy lives
more like bosses than workers. The labor

- bureaucracy will resist such a break to the
_end. o : ’

We must therefore construct a new lea-

~dership in the trade upions fighting to

carry out this task. As a first step in this,

- we are calling on all trade unionists who

favor a labor party to come together to

- formy an organization in the trade unions to
* fight for such a party.

- The Communist Party will fight this de-
‘velopment to the end. It was the Com-
munist Party, which had a tremendous in-
fluence in the CIO, which acted to prevent
the formation of a Iabor party in the 1930’s
and again in the 1945-47 postwar strike
wave period. The Communist Party sup-
ports the bureaucracies in the Soviet coun-
tries and their policies of compromise

- with capitalism. They still stand on the

basis’ of -Stalinism. They support the li-

beral section of the Democratic Party and

‘the so-called “progressive’ trade union
bureaucrats like Leonard Woodcock, Pre-
sident of the United Auto Workers, and

~ Leon Davis, President of the Drug and

Hospital Workers, Local 1199. A new lea-
dership in the trade unions and a labor
party will only be built through a bitter
struggle against Stalinism and the Com-
munist Party, i :

 The Socialist Workers Party first ex- .

posed these policiés of Stalinism in the
1930’s in their support of Trotsky! It was

Linda Jenness and Andrew Pulley“in a “ - faken advantage of these thumping

number of states against the candidates of

Trotsky who carried forward Marx’s and

Lenin’s policy of the political in-

dependence of the working class into the
new period when a bureaucracy grew up in

- the Soviet Union opposed to these po-

licies. :

The Socialist Workers Party fought in
the past for a labor party but today they
have subordinated this to middle class
movements and liberalism. They ignore
the labor movement, and organize pro-
test movements with the liberal poli-
ticians proposing that these movements
pressure these liberals into better
policies. .

They call for the formation of a Black
party and a Chicano party. All such par-
ties not only divide the working class when
it needs to be united but unite sections of
the working class with capitalism. The
only way forward for oppressed mi-
norities in the United States is through the
construction of a party of all the working
class, dedicated to socialist policies and
an end to all racial and national dis-
crimination.

It is the Workers League together with
the Young Socialists which takes forward
the struggle for a labor party and for a so-

While Nixon’s Pay Board slashes
the wages of millions of workers
and actually forces them to hand
their salaries back gver to their
bosses, the giant corporations are
drunk with record profits.

e Profits ran at an annual pace
of $52.3 billion during the first three
.months of 1972, setting an all-time
record. )

e Chrysler Corporation reported
first quarter profits of $36 million,
a record 231 percent increase in
profits over the first three months
of 1971.

s Republic Steel boasted profits
of 22 percent. :

o |IBM reported a 22 percent
jump in profits.

e General Electric’s profits in--
creased 13 percent.

e Corporation executives have

profits to give themselves hefty
wage increases.

@ General Motor’s President Ed
Cole received a 121.1 percent boost
to $497,534. ' .

¢ Dow Chemical President

Charles Branch awarded himself a
196.2 percent raise fo $305,089.
_® Henry Ford [, worried about
the rise in the cost of living, signed
in for a 37.8 percent increase to
$689,000. The president of his cor-
poration, Lee A. lacocca, was up-
ped 48.4 percent to $675,000.

e | T.T. President Haroid S. Ge-
neen now receives a salary of $812,-
000, or about §15,600 per week.

These are the men who ordered
the Democrats and Republicans to

_establish- the Pay Board that has
held pay increases for trade union-
ists down to an average of 4.2 per-
cent. ‘

cialist America. In this struggle, the
young workers and students have a cri-
tically important role to play fighting for
the political development of the working
class as a whole. The Workers League
brings into a common movement on the
basis of socialism the trade unionists, the
young workers, the students, the minority
peoples. It is this movernent which will be
critical in bringing forward the de-
velopment of the working class in this new
period.

JOIN US NOW!
Defend the trade unions from

- government attack!

Fight for the trade unions to
call a Congress of Labor!

Beat back Wallace!

Defeat the two parties of
big business! :

Build a labor party dedicated
to socialist policies!

Vote for Jenness and Pulle
in 1972! .

e
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(Continued From Page 1)

For thousands of Alabama
workers. the housing conditions
are abominable. Squalid shacks
without heating, broken stoves,
cracked floors, crumbling walls,
rotting furniture and inadequate
lighting line one another on the
outskirts of Birmingham.

Old men sit quietly on the
porches in rough and tattered
clothes, exhausted by a day of
grueling work and a life full of
hardships and insults. Men in
their forties look broken by age.
““If there were two like Wallace,
we'd be back to slavery,” one of
them told this reporter. He earns
$64 for a 40 hour week. A mother
living in a primitive box-like

- dwelling supports herself and six
children by working 54 hours a
week—for $49.

‘““‘Alabama’s about the hardest
state to live in that I've ever
seen,”’ stated one worker in his
twenties. ‘‘You don’t get paid
nothing. The cost of living is
high."

George Wallace, governor of
Alabama for eight of the last ten
years, has used all his power to
maintain these conditions, and
now is seeking national power
because the employers would
like to make Alabama the model
for the rest of the country.

CONDITIONS

These conditions are what
capitalism holds in store for the
entire  working class, and
Wallace—endorsed by every

labor hating outfit in this coun- .

try, from the Ku Klux Klan to
the American Nazis—is the man
big business has chosen to carry
its program out.

In order td defend itself, ‘the
working class cannot turn to
those who accept as the highest
law the right of business to make
profits in whatever way it can.
That law has created the condi-
tions in Alabama, and it is
defended not only by George
Wallace, but also by the Demo-
crats and Republicans. That is
why there is not one leading can-

didate in either party—from’

MecGovern to Nixon—who has
not voiced the hope that Wallace
will make himself heard in the
coming campaign.

The working people must

build their own political par-
ty—a party that starts with the
needs of all those who work for a
living. Only a labor party can
fight unemployment, wage cuts,
and speedups because it will
base itself not on the corpor-
ations but on the working peo-
ple. It will put forward not dema-
gogy but real answers to the
problems that the great majority
of people face.

Wallace’s demagogy only
serves to hide his true inten-
tions.- All his talk about serving
the “little man” is a crude false-
hood; because he believes that
big business can do whatever it
pleases and crush anyone who
gets in its way.

CORRUPTION

This is shown with full force in”

Alabarna, where government
and big business corruption has
exploded into the open. The
closest Wallace aides are under
indictment. Others continue. to
peddle their influence to exec-
utives - greedy for  profits.
Wallace’s brother, Gerald, has
become a rich man over the past

few years. The building of

highways has become a bonanza

for state officials and corpora-.

tions.

Corruption and capitalism are..

inseparable. The entire system is

built on the right of a small .

number of men to provide for
their own interests by exploiting
millions. Under conditions of
‘crisis, the bubble of corporate

Exclusive Bulletin photos by Bruce McKay show poverty level imposed on Alabama workers by Wallace,

Where Wallace Really Stand

legality bursts like an abscess as
even the laws set up by big
business itself are thrown aside
in the frenzy to make money.
George' Wallace has tolerated
open swindling within the
highest circles of Alabama
because he himself, the repre-

. sentative of capitalism in decay,
- defends the right of the bosses to

enrich themselves by any means
necessary. And he allows it with

. total disdain for the poverty-

stricken people of his state. Only
last September, just as the cor-
ruption was being exposed in the
newspapers, it was revealed that
there was not enough rhoney in
the treasury to meet the up-
coming paychecks of state
employees.

Let’s take a look at the way
George Wallace, the stern advo-
cate of “law and order,” go-
verned the state of Alabama.

His brother was the first to
profit by Wallace’s npolitical
success. Just two months after
George Wallace became governor
in 1963, Gerald Wallace incor-

" porated the Dallas Asphalt Com-

pany, in which he had one-quar-
ter interest. Alabama suddenly
becamé very interested in the
conditions of its highways.
Between March 1963 and 1969,

.

the company sold $2.9 million
worth of asphalt plant mix.
Owing to his special connec-
tions, Gerald Wallace got a good
price—about $3.39 more per ton
than the average price paid by
the highway department for the
same asphalt from other com-
panies.

Describing Gerald’s fortunes, -

the Montgomery Advertiser

wrote last year: “‘His holdings
stretch over the entire state of .

Alabama, including land
development corporations, an in-
vestment company which
recently purchased a bank -in
Dothan and many similar busi-
ness affiliations. A list of his
business associates reads like a
Who's Who of top Wallace

‘backers.” \

GRAFT

The highway department has
been the special ageney of graft.
New roadways crisscross. the
state, passing right by the impo-
verished shacks in which large
hungry families live. The roads
were not built to benefit. the
population, but in order to hand
out - lacrative contracts to
tycoons who paid off Wallace's
friends in refurn.. :

For example, an engineering

firm called Rader and Asso-
ciates obtained two contracts on
the interstate highways, for
$265,000 and $122,900. This firm

“won the Governor’s ear by .
paying Wallace crony Clemon T.

Fitzpatrick $13,250 to plead its

. case.

When Dixie Engineering Corm-
pany of Mobile learned that
Alabama was preparing to hand
out contracts for Interstate 10, it
decided to win the favor -of
McDowell Lee, who had been
Wallace's campaign manager for
Southern ~Alabama in 1962
This friendship was worth §5,000
for Lee and $500,000 for Dixie
Engineering. ,

This firm has been able to do

very good business with the

Wallace Administration for
another reason. It has always
financed the political careers of
right-wing forces to defend its
empire against the working
class. Dixie started supporting

‘Wallace in 1958 with $15 000.

More recently, it hired Ropert
Shelton, imperial Wizard of the
Ku-Klux Klan, as a public rela-
tiens man. : L
The banks have prospered in
Alabama under George Wallace,
especially those in his home
town of Clio. Nearly $2 million in

state funds are being kept in the
small banks in that town. Half of
it is in a bank that pays no
interest. This means that the
state funds are valuable only to
the bank, for it can reinvest the -
money to make more without
having to pay anything in cash -
for its use. - '

BRIBERY Coe
During.the past year, top of-
ficials in the Wallace Adminis-
tration as well as the Governor’s
leading financial backers have
been indicted on charges of tax
evasion and bribery.. Among -
them is Elton B. Stevens, a .
right-wing businessman who
owns an enormour textbook com-
pany, who has been identi-
tied as a power behind the
Alabama political scene. He was
indicted for trying to write off a
$25.000 contribution to Wallace

as a business expense.

Earl Goodwin, a top Wallace
advisor and owner of Bush-hog
Manufacturing Company, was .
.indicted for attempting to mask - -
a large contribution to the cam-
paign of Lurleen Wallace in
1966.

Former State Finance Director

" Seymore Trammell, the closest

political associate of Wallace -
who was his chief strategist in
the 1968 presidential campaign,
was indicted for income tax eva-
sion. He was also charged with
having accepted a $6,000 bribe
from a construction firm that
wanted a favorable contract. -
Edward L. Roberts of Gadson,
head of a large construction firm, -

Trammell. ;
Another Wallace "appointee,

Feaster, was indicted for income
tax evasion and for taking
bribes. )

As for the road-building dou-
ble dealing, Highway Director -
Guerry Pruett resigned- last
March, - declaring "I no longer
desire to be associated with this
‘gdministration in any capa-
city.” What prompted this ac- -
tion was not his conscience, but
Wallace's demand that he con-
tribute to the 1972 campaign. .
Pruett did not make it clear .
whether he was expected to use "
state funds. ‘ .

“LOOTERS” R
Not long ago, Wallace

declared that “looters” in ghetto
rebellions should be shot down.
But in Alabama, no one is
shooting the looters in the state
~government who are making for-’
tunes by plundering -the state.
whose revenues are squeezed out :

-of the taxes paid by workers. The .~
truth is that Wallace’s “law.and
order” is the law of the corpor-.. .
ations which exist only fo im0 .

crease the wealth of their owners.

That is why the “right-to-work” =

. law in 'Alabama is rigorously

enforced; that.is why ‘the f

highway patrol is used to harass

union organizers; that is. why

" police dogs were seét on Black
workers ‘demanding their civil
rights. Wallace's law is meant to

perpetuate poverty for the sake

of big business. =~

The far right and the most
ruthless section of the capitalist °
class in Alabama support
Wallace ard have thrived under
his Administration. Now, driven
by the economic crisis and the
movement of the working class,
these forces on a national seale’
are turning to Wallace. Their
aim is to break the trade unions
and reduce the working class to
virtual slavery. ) ‘
Wallace who standS on the

_progratn of business can  be
defeated only by workers
tnobilized around a program in
the interests of labor. This iswhy -
the construction of a labor party
"in 1972 must begin now.

was indicted for bribing °

State Docks Director Houston B
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THE
ENLIGHTENMENT:
Organization of Education and
the Arts under Lunacharsky

COMMISSARIAT OF
Soviet

October 1917-1921. By Sheila

- Fitzpatrick. Cambridge at the

University Press. 1970. .
This book concerns the poli-
cies and workings of the Soviet

Commissariat’ of Education
" (Narkompros),
- after the Bolshevik Revolution

established

in October, 1917.

Almost 400 pages long, the work .
- does not go much beyond 1921, the

period of forced retreat known as
NEP (New Economic Policy). The
author, -who had direct access to
Narkompros’ archives in Moscow,
intends a companion volume to in-
clude the years 1921-1929.

Narkompros’ main task, she shows, was -
to administer the vast country’s primary ..
and secondary school system. It also had = 7

“'charge- of the universities, Academy of
Sciences, scientific research imstitutes, .

theaters, public lxbrarres museums and
art collections.

From the outset- Narkompros faced'

enormous problems. The upheaval and
dislocations caused by three years of capi-
talist war under the Czar had bankrupted
the nation even before the October
Revolution. Immediately afterwards im-
perialism  incited and ' supported three
additional years of counter-revolutionary

= civil war (1918-1921) with a consequent

breakdown ‘of transport that brought

wholesale’ famine and death throughoutk
- . the country. . :

"Thus. the new Soviet Government
(including, of course, Narkompros) was
~compelled to begin functidning under con-

" . ditions of pear chaos and the dxrest pover-

ty.

. The four years covered are among the,

most exciting and inspiring periods in the
‘cultural history of the world. Yet this

- hardly- corpes through. the study The .
‘reader must wade through a good deal of

© the book’s scholarly minutiae to cull what:’
_is essential. The effort though, 1s worth— L

while.

Furthermore, the well—documented
‘polemics mvalvmg Narkompros (before it
was finally strangled by Stalin in the late

" twenties). are of much-more than aca- -
demic -interest today. Indeed, the theor- .-

etical seeds of that revisionism that later

led to:the countﬁr-revolutmnary theory of

“Socialism in One Country” were already

implanted—and, “yes, _already. vigorously
_ opposed—evern .in those early contro-
- versies involving such seemingly ‘‘unpoli-

tical” issues as education and culture. -
The key figure in these debates was the

first Commissar of Education, Anatoly V.
Lunacharsky: This remarkable man and
*‘poet of the’ révolution” was not only a~
professional revolutionary all his life, but -

a playwright, talented and. prolific art

_critie; and an’ orator second only te
- -Trotsky..

Descended from the minor noblhty,

Lunacharsky had already as a high school -
" lad 'in Kiev thrown in his lot with the-
- revolutionary ‘working class and never ..
once stopped to look back. :
- Inthe principled split of 1903 he unreser-’

vedly supported the Bolsheviks against the
Mensheviks. However, after the defeat of
the 1905 Revolution a deep reaction set in
‘and it rent Lenin's Party too,
Philosophical concepts from the arsenal

" of “‘modern” positivism, but completely
© alien-to -dialectical matemahsm, were
propagated by men who had defended

‘Marxism in the 1903 struggle. Bogdanov,

as well as. Lunacharsky, -were. eager.to- -

“up-date’ socialism.

- Inhis famous Materialism and Emplrio-' ’
~ Criticism. of 1908 Lenin showed how the’
~“capitulation of these men. to- bourgeois
‘phrlosophv to-be sure under the guise of .
- opened the “door to religious

seience’
idealism: Lunacharsky became an avowed .

B secu!ar Godseeker” Lenm sawin thexr E e imotlvated at times took iudrcraus forms:

Culfure Affer chober

{Lunacharsky (center) stands in front of Red Army agit-train’’. The soldiers presénted him with fur coat.

. ihieoretical deficiency the real explana-'
“tion for their ultraleftism, for both men

conderned * ‘legaIJactiVity, ** that is, parti-
cipation by Marxists in the Czar’s reac-
tionary Duma, as unpardonable violations
of principles.

While Lenin broke off all political rela~
‘tions with the Godseeker after 1908, he

continued to treat Lunacharsky with the

~kind of amiable tolerance that Marx

always felt for the German poet, Héinel

- After the February Revolution in 1917 -
. Trotsky, leader . of- Mezhrayontsy in
‘successfully prevailed on’

Lunacharsky, a member of the group, to -
" rejoin the Bolsheviks that summer. The:

Petrograd,

indefatigable future Commissar of Educa-

“tion 'then. threw himself. into. speaking

before and winning over to the Bolsheviks
audiences of thousands: workers, soldiers,

and sailors who-in October stormed the‘
~ Winter Palace.

Lunacharsky’s slender. bock Revolu-
tionary Silhouettes, written “when we
were still living in its very crucible” fur- .-
" nishes today one of the most perceptive .
insights into the principle leaders of the -

October Revolution: Lenin, Trotsky, Zino-
viev and others. Since Stalin played no

leading role in October, no sketch of him

appeared.

. . Stalin, to be sure, never forgave him thrs '

“*‘slight”” and forbade its publication in the
. Soviet Union. Though Lunacharsky main-
. tainéd . an unheroic. aloofness  from the

principled struggle waged by the Leift

Opposition to Stalin’s disenfranchisement .
. of the Soviet working class, he was fmally
- forced by the Kremlin tyrant to resrgn ‘his -
* post_in 1929.

His death four yea.rs later spared him
the fate and horror of the Moscow Trials,

where in 1935-36, the legal lynchings of -
- Lenin’s closest comrades occurred. .

The appointment of Lunacharskygb

" Commissar of Education in October, 191

was -at the recommendation of Lénm

.himself. The Bolshevik leader saw in

Lunacharsky an absolutely fair and
enlightened person, qualities he con-

~ sidered” indispensible for- this office. -
‘ ‘‘In matters of
culture'nothing is as harmful and per-

Indeed, Lenin often said:

nicipus' as hate, arrogance and fana-

“ticism. In these matters great care and.
- tolerance must be exercised.” ;
In this respect at least the Narkompros
. Commissar never let Lenin or the
Bolsheviks down. As an administrator the

poet was, inefficient to the point of incom-
pefence. The Party was forced to bail him
out by p]acz'ng at his disposal men with far

. “ more talent in organizational matters. -
The incredible hostility. of virtually the
- entire academic and scientific community “ -
-fo the Bolsheviks after Qctober is cited by -
‘Miss. Fitzpatrick as. one of the most:
_Serious problems the new Commissar had

to face. This hostility, always palitically

.

“There was a pohtxcal antagonism be-
tween Moscow University and Narkom-

_pros which no fortuitous coincidence of

educational principles could have

removed. The. liberal majority did not

simply disagree with the minority of Com-
munists but persecuted them, encouraged.
students ‘to boycott their lectures,
removed the chalk from their classrooms
and their classes from the timetable, and
even lodged complaints against them with

Narkompros. University positions were

offered to distinguished anti-Communists

like Peter Struve, who had not previously

been members of the ‘university. The

‘professors fought not only for university

autonomy, but to maintain a centre of
anti-Communist. enhghtenment as’ they

saw it.”’ (pp. T45) .

.The attitude of the art world was hardly
different: ‘“..almost all its mem-

bers—writers, actors artists and- musi-

‘clans—were determined to boycott the

-new government.”” (p. 110) In “‘Red” Pe-
trograd itself Conductor Albert Coates -

threatened to ‘‘immediately put down my
baton and stop conducting if the People’s

riinsky theatre during & performance
Ap. 118) -
Nonetheless Lunacharsky s hterary and
artistic reputation ‘(well known and re-
‘spected even among most of the reac-
tionary intelligentsia) in conjunction with

“what Trotsky called his ‘“‘compliant soft-

ness’ were invaluable assets for the head

of Narkompros.- Of all the government -
"personages he was:in the best position to

refute the slander depicting the Bo]-
sheviks as cultural vandals.

Lunacharsky saw in the education of the :
~ masses the only basis for a. viable de-

velopment of Soviet democracy. This re-

_quired the immediate and urgent eli-

mination of illiteracy, especially rampant

plement.such a policy?

His very first declaration upon as-
suming office in October placed the axis
for overcoming the-problem on -the ini-
tiative of the toilers themselves, urging

them to shape and control demacratxcally

their own education and -culture:

““The State Education Commission is
certainly not a- central power directing

educational institutions. On the contrary,

all school affairs must be handed ovér to-
_ the organs of local ‘self-government. The -
sol--

.diers’ and peasants’ cultural- educatxonai»

. orgamzatmns must - achieve full .auto-
.~ .nomy, both in relation to the central go— -
. vernment and to the mumcxpal centres

independent - action . of...workers?,

{p. 26)

Durmg hlS dozen years as educatmﬂal N
-Commissar he never deviated from this.
. goal. 'As the Civil War continued, how-
. ever, there was increasing resistance fo
the idea of popular initiative. It came not -

onlv from. wzthrn Narkcmpros but equaily

- chers.”

from other governmental bodies. Lenin’s

- wife- Krupskaya, a devoted member of

Narkompros and one of the most avid pro-
ponents of educational soviets, untiringly
supported Lunacharsky’s aim:

“We are not afraid to organize a re-
volution. Let us not be afraid of the people,
let us not be afraid that they will elect the
wrong sort of representatives, bring in the

priests. We want the people to direct the

country and be their own masters...We are

.always thinking in old terms, that if we do

not spare ourselves and work day and
night in the people’s cause, that is enough.
But it _is nothing. Qur job is to help the
people in fact to take their fate into their

own hands 7 (p. 28)

v CIVIL WAR
‘A far more devastating enemy of local
initiative than paternalism from above
was the generalized want. With each

‘month of the Civil War it grew grimmer. A

merciless slashing of the educational
budget could not be avoided. The cam-
paign against adult illiteracy, upon which,

_ . -after‘the education of the youth, the Bol-
Commissar Lunacharsky enters the Ma'~ .

sheviks placed the highest priority, was

.drastically crippled. Krupskaya wrote:

“In the provinces, the restriction of

. credits led to an aimost epidemic closing

of clubs, schools and reading-rooms—as if

"~ the wind had blown them away.” (p. 2563)

By the autumn of 1921 Narkompros owed
teachers so many millions of roubles in sa-
laries that it became unrealistic to hope to
find the money to pay them for some txme
to come,

‘Besides teachers, broad sections of the
general population suffered starvation and
actual famine as a direet result of the im-

~ perialist promoted Civil War. To save the

lives of starving children the Bolsheviks
were forced in November, 1921, to take the

 unprecedented step of evacuating hun-
in the country side. How was he to .im-~ .

dreds’ of them to a hostile, capitalist

. ‘Czechoslovakia through the Red Cross,

despite the “‘distressing reports of their
indoctrination by Russian emigre tea-
This was reported in'an Izvestiya
article by Lunacharsky himself under the

title ‘Wrangehtes are educating our chil-

dren.”

The. practlcai coiiapse of free pubhc
education afforded the so-called “Red”
merchants {tradesmen who began to

- prosper with the establishment of NEP)
‘the chance to band together to finance
. schools ‘and hire teachers thmugh a dzrect

payment of fees.
Such practice, of course, gave an even
greater cultural advantage o the children

- of ‘the rich. The Bolsheviks were par-

ticularly. chagrined at a state of affairs

where’ chrldren of toilers could not re--

ceive a guaranteed free education. Indeed
the right to such an education had been es-
tablished as an inviolable principle for all
youth!

As early as A;rgust 1918, a govern-
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mental decree had assured youth the right
to admission even to the highest edu-
cational institutions, including the uni-

versities. These were t¢ be open ““to any’

person, regardless of citizenship or sex,
who_has attained the age of 16.” Besides
the abolition of all university fees, the
decree eliminated entrance exams and
educational requirements for university
attendance.

Of more immediate concern at the mo-
ment to Lenin and his comrades 'than the

disappointment in not being able to fulfill .

the hope of universal, free education was
the threat to the very social basis of the
Soviet state. It was a consequence of the
creeping financial control of schools by
those with money. Through the bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois hold of the purse
strings, teachers (and other public offi-
cials who came to depend on private dis-
bursement for their services) necessarily:
came under the political influence of anti-
Soviet benefactors.

At the nadir of the young government’s

fiscal fortunes in October, 1921, Lu- .
nacharsky in desperation warned against’

allowing any more fee payments after a
set date. He threatened that “‘if, after that
prohibition, I personally come to know of
such a thing, I will immediately start cri-
minal pmceed{ngs against the guilty per-
sons.” (p. 277)

Alarmed at the danger posed to the rule
of the working class by governmental
officials becoming beholden to private
interests, Lenin with all the vehemence he
could summon appealed to the Second All-
Russian Congress in October, 1921, to turn
their faces to the one force that could
combat that threat: )

“The time when it was necessary to
draw. the political outlines of great tasks

has passed, and the time has come when

we have to put them into practice. Now we
have cultural tasks ahead of us, the tasks
of digesting political experience which
must and will be put into practice. It is

- either the ruin of all the political con-

quests of Seviet power, or the establish-
ment of an economic fundament beneath
us. . .We must fight illiteracy, but liter-

acy alone is not enmough. What' is also

necessary is the kind of culture which
teaches us how to fight red-tape and
bribery. . .

‘““We—and let us hope, you too—are con-
ducting propaganda against barbarism
and such evils as bribery, but political
education is not exhausted by such propa-
ganda. It needs to show people. . .how
they—as ordinary citizens, more politi-
cally educated than others. . .can not only
curse all kinds of red-tape (that is com-
mon with us) but how in fact they can
overcome it.” (pp. 251-2)

Yet, the very poverty of the nation

forced the government into a retreat and

school fees were finally introduced as an
unavoidable but temporary expedient.

From its inception one of the sharpest

controversies within Narkompros and at
_the governmental and Party summits con-
cerned the nature of secondary education.
As discerning - followers of Marx and
Engels most of the older Bolsheviks recog-
nized the “‘polytechnical” principle as
‘axiomatic, that is the need for the working
class to be educated as ‘“‘whole’’ men, not
one-sided specialists. It was not at all a
matter of depreciating the qualified
worker. His specialty, however, must not
be achieved at the sacrifice of his scien-
tific, social, and cultural development.
-Even physical culture, as among the an-
cient Greeks, was considered a necessary
attribute of the harmonious individual,
That there was such acrimonious debate
was, again, the result of the cruel
economic problems facing the govern-
ment. The immediate need to get some
kind of production underway, it was
argued by many (especially by those most
- directly under pressure to fire up the
bankrupt ecenomy) did not allow for a
leisurely educative experience. The advo-
cates of fhis view fought to reduce the
starting age for specialization from 17 to
14 years.
Once again Krupskaya joined Luna-

charsky on an issue: she reminded the '

supporters of a lower age limit “that

professional-technical education at any

depth requires -a certain general educa-
tional - preparation on the part of the
student: students must be properly
literate, know at least elementary mathe-
matics, and have a more or less basic
knowledge of history and geography.” (p.

66) :

Lenin was furious that it had come up in
Party discussion at all. He added that to
debate the issue was ‘‘for a Communist,
directly inadmissible’’, since the principle:
of polytechnical education was an integral
part of the Bolshevik program.

As in the case of introducing school fees,
the government was forced by circum-
stances into compromising its policy of
polytechnical education in 1921, reducing
the age for specialization from 17 to 15
years. Miss Fitzpatrick reports-that the
polytechnical principle ‘‘was

resigned from Narkompros after being
defeated on the issue by the Polithuro

tunacharsky (left) and Lenin are shown atun

under Stalin. . .”” {p. 288)

The author reveals that it was at Lenin’s
initiative that Narkompros granted virtaal
antonomy to departments carrying on
scientific research. The Academy of
Sciences, even with its many anti-Commu-

nist professors, functioned for all prac- -

tical purposes as an independent body.
Miss Fitzpatrick points out, further,
that a Lysenko scandal of the Stalin era
was inconceivable under Lunacharsky.
But she misses the- essence of the
difference. Far more is involved than
tolerance by the government under Lenin

of science (and art) as against perse-

cution later under Stalin.
The victory of October with its profound
spirit of scientific inquiry and liberation

‘shattered the medieval and obscurantist

atmosphere that under the Czars had
pervaded all life. Science, which had
previously existed as an alien force in
isolation from society, was enthusias-
tically welcomed by the government and
given every encouragement to expand its
work and influence at all levels. The tre-

mendous gains of this period gave a-

powerful impetus to and enriched scien-
tific thought the world over: The book is
sadly deficient in its recognition of this
aspect of Soviet activity. :
The author’s treatment of Narkompros’
achievements in the field of innovative
education is far more complete. Despite
the general poverty, its bold experiments
in the kindergardens, children’s colonies,

and elementary schools amazed and won -

the acclaim of educators throughout the

world, including the American John

Dewey.

Even in the midst of the Civil War,’

Krupskaya (and Lenin when he could
spare an hour or two) visited the kin-
dergardens and children’s colonies. They
would come away with the feeling that
here at least were “‘corners full of joy, fuil

.

not -
repudiated until 1929, when Lunacharsky .

of the morning light portending future so- -

cialism; light grains of the future for
which we struggle against- the twilight, .
cruelly battle-colored backdrop of our suf-
fering land.” (p. 50) ) .

Miss Fitzpatrick reports at some length
on one of the most politically explosive
issues of the time: the proper attitude of
Communists to literature and art. Dif-
ferences of opinion on this divided the Po-
litburo of the Party. '

It will be recalled that Lunacharsky was
favored to head Narkompros in great mea-
sure because of his deep respect for and
his own embodiment of all that was bestin
Europe’s cultural heritage. But he was
also fond of riding his own hobbyhorse: so-

i, ’ 2 .

veiling of menument to “/Liberated Labor.”

called “proletarian culture,” whose theo-
retical fountain-head was Bogdanov.
Lunacharsky espoused this view only
“as a means of heightening the ‘class
awareness of the proletariat and pro-
moting a spirit of militant enthusiasm for
the achievement of class aims.” (p. 8) He
refused to see any theoretical dangers in
such a position. ' )
. The idea that the proletariat had any
specific or unique cultural contributions
{outside the revolutionary-political one)
for mankind was decisively condemned by

scientific socialists from Marx’s time on, -

In his book on this question, Literatare and
Revolution, Trotsky showed the absurdity
of this belief: SRR

“It is fundamentally incorrect to con-
trast bourgeois culture and bourgeois art
with proletarian culture and proletarian
art. The latter will never exist, because
the proletarian regime is temporary and
transient. The historic significance and

- the moral grandeur of the proletarian re-
volution consists in -the fact that it is -
" laying the foundations of a culture which

is above classes and which will be the first
culture that is truly human.” (p. 14 in Lit
and Revol by L.D.) o

. The artistic tendency most caught up in

promoting the concept of proletarian art
was futurism. In post-October Russia this
movement was based on the abrasive and
tendentious belief that since all past
culture came from previous ruling
classes, none of it was worth preserving.:
Its proponents energetically insisted that

.only what was new and was based on the -

revolutionary, collectivist spirit’ of the
proletariat deserved support of a workers’
state. © . : K
Lunacharsky to his credit could never
agree with such views despite his sym-
pathy for the futurists. They were, after
all, the only Russian artistic tendency that

~ wholeheartedly welcomed and defended

the October Revolution; The great poet -
Mayakovsky was the outstanding figureto
emerge from the group. S

Nor could Lunacharsky accede to their
demdnds for. preferential -or monopoly

_ status among the artists."

In answer to them and other self-pro-.
claimed proletarian artists clameoring for
special privileges, Krupskaya wrote: »

“Only the reader can determine the
significance of a writer. That is how it
must be...The new life will probably give
birth to new writers, a new and vitally in-
fectious trend in literature...All or-
ganizations must have the right to find -

*their own identity, the right to choose '

whatever literary trend they liké. It is also
necessary to think how to give the broad
masses the chance to show their attitude
to proposed literary works before the size
of the edition is determined. And we need
other means to decide the minimum stan-

“dard of literary achievement which would

give each writer the right to publish his
works, even if only in an edition of
1,000...(p. 137)

Lenin was as. forceful and alert in op-
posing the whole idea of proletarian cul-
ture as Trotsky. His criticism of Pro-.
letkult (an organization set up to promote -
“‘proletarian art and culture”’) was unam-
biguous and inflexible. He repeatedly at-
tacked its assumptions, seeing in it an
arena of activity for: .

. .Escapees from the bourgeois intel-
ligentsia, who often looked on the newly-
created workers’ and peasants’ edu-
cational institutions as the most con-
venient field for their own personal fan-
tasies in the sphere of philosophy or -
culture...and ‘smuggled in something
supernatural and foolish under the guise of -
pure proletarian art and proletarian
culture.” (p. 106) ' o

So alarmed was Lenin at the persistent
efforts to promote Proletkult ideas-that, in.
1820, he had his Materialism and Em- -
pirio-Criticism (the 1908 polemic directed -
principally at Bogdanov) republished as a
fresh repugdiation of the philosopher.

In the Politburo Lenin fought tena-
ciously for the adoption of a resolution re- -
jecting “as theoretically incorrect: and.
practically harmiul all attempts to think

up its own special culture...” (p. 179)

BUKHARIN
Bukharin  (the editor of Pravda) de-
fended the concepts of the Proletkult with

such vehemence that the question could . ..

not be resolved at this Politburo sesSion. -
The matter was referred to a Polithuro
commission for the preparation of a theo-

retical statement. Headed by Zinoviev ™ -
. (Bukharin was not a member) the body

issued its report as.a letter addressed to

_the Party’s Central Committee. It was®

published in Pravda on December 1, 1920. -

Condemned unconditionally were
futurism as well as proletarian culture
and “supporters of idealist philosophy . -
hostile to. Marxism -and...mere idlers,:
repsgades from the ranks of bourgeois
publicists and philosophers...” (p. 186)

The significance of the polemics con- -
‘cerning ‘proletarian art- are completely -
lost on Miss Fitzpatrick. She sees.in them
little more than passionate expressions of
differing views on art. . . R,
" Yet Lenin condemned Bogdanov’s aés- .
thetic concepts because of their political - ..
ramifications. The workers’ state had to
defend its existence from the bourgeoisie
as adamantly on its philosophic as on its
military. front. R

: ‘ TROTSKY A

Neither was Trotsky in his Literature
and Revolution (written in 1924) writing a
tract aimed at impressing middle class
academicians with the ability of Marxists
to analyze cultural trends. It was a salvo
fired at those like Bukharin and Stalin,

-who, beneath their servile flattering of the

working class with nonsense about pro-
letarianr culture and “Socialism in One
Country” were setting anti-Marxist time .
bombs to torpedo the base of workers’ de-
mocracy from within. oo : ,
Though the meaning of these and other .
controverises are -scarcely evaluated or
understood by the author, because she

_lacks the compass and sensitivity of a

Marxist, her work, especially with its"
documentation is most valuable.
 Whatever her intent, the book is a com-
pelling - verification of the October Re- -
volution as a source of creafivity never

- before witnessed by man. o
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‘New Wave
- Of Rebellion
In Southern
frica

By : BY C. WOODS & P. MARTIN ' :
. All" of Southern Africa is in turmoil as workers and peasants
strike hammer blows against feudalism, épartheid, ‘colonialism,
*. . and imperialism. In Burundi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, and
-+ South Africa itself the ruling class stands in mortal fear as wave af--

ter wave of warkers’ and
Oppressors. -
- .. .The recent strike of miners, fisher-

~ 'men, and farm laborers in Namibja

i< (South West Africa) against the con-.

;' “tract labor system and slave wages

- has .triggered a response in South

.- African universities. It was this strike

" by one of the most oppressed sections

.of South Africa’s work force which
first revealed the crisjs convulsing t’

-apartheid system. Eight workers who -
oo "were- singled: out as strike leaders
~were brought- to trial in Windhoek,

- "Narmnibia and after a lengthy court

- . -hearing were found guilty of inciting

their comrades to strike. They were

.. fined and given suspended jail

~. - sentences. S
.. . STUDENTS

.. The student movement which grew in

o the wake of the events in Namibia, and

- workers’ strikes in South' Africa as well, is

" -a major threat to ‘the apartheid regime -

.- which ‘can ¢nly survive by the most strict
- ‘police. methods. This system is falling
- apart, and the South: African government

. correctly fears this upsurge of student -

‘militancy. which threatens to line up with

~ the struggles of. Black workers.
- Demonstrations by Afrikaan youth against .

. apartheid and repression of Blacks have

- taken-place on campuses throughout South

- Africa. Thése demonstrations have been
+* . viciously broken up with severe beatings
" -and arrests: S T
The Vorster regime has clampea a

~."The ‘ban came as students planned

© . marches and meetings against the brutal

.- police’ attacks .on youths in Cape Town.

* " Students in Johannesburg defied the ban -

/. and were met by the rubber truncheons of

- Tested and later released. But at Rhodes
- = University in° Grahanstown over 100

“ - stidents and faculty were -arrested and
charged under, the Riotous -Assemblies’

o Act,

Y. The -South ‘African Aa-u*my and’ police

... forces are being beefed-up in anticipation’
~..of the continued -struggles of workers,

peasants and students. Africans, coloreds .

-7 and Asians are being sent to Namibia in a
. -propaganda effort. to prove that, African
.. .. *'terrorists’” are killing Africans, ..
Cw=s-Imperialism- in .its penetration of the
. African’ continent has long fostered “‘tri-
... balism”. and. intertribal feuds .to- imple-

‘= ment its divide and rule policies. The

- + imperialists’ stranglehold on the workers
" .and peasants has led to the grippling of.

- social and economic development in-

. "the poli¢e. Many youths have been ar- .

peasants’ revolts crash against the

~_ Top, Angola liberation forces make their way through jungle. Above, Afrikaans students

have launched protests on South African campuses against apartheid repression.

Africa in order to extract and export super.

- profits from the land and blood of its -
-people. Ve :
_'month long ban on protest meetings and = .~

- processions in every university- center..

BURUNDI

The  insurrections ‘of ﬁmrkérs an‘d :
- peasants in Burundi against the old feudal

aristocracy.were beaten back mercilessly
by imperialism’s military ‘puppets under
the guise of national unity. The capitalist
press is eager to portray events.in Burundi
as another example of African savagery
and its inability to rule itself.- '

_In both the Washington Posts’s and the .

New York Times’s lengthy -articles of

~June Hth on ‘the events in Burundi, an
- effort was made to label the insurgents as
- terrorists and. putside agitators inspired

by the laté Pierre Mulele ‘of the €ongo

~ (Zaire). For the workers and peasants of
Burundi the name of Mulele recalls past -

struggles. against imperialism: for it was

-Mulele and Gizenga who led the struggle
against the Belgian backed Tsombe for the .

secession of Katanga.. -~ .~ .
Mulele was in fact murdered in 1969 by

“the Congo regime after a Brussels -
- bankers’ meeting. which demanded “law-
and order”’ as a condition for further loans .

and which specifically wanted the Mulele

group out-of the way. All the talk of ter-

rorists-and tribal wars is simply a smoke- -
* screen behind which the military dictator-

ship and the capitalist press hide the real

struggle - against feudalism' and impe-

rialism. - .

The petty-bourgeois nationalist states
‘have not been left untouched by the

deepening crisis of capitalism. In Zambia
" and Tanzania the government has banned

strikes in an- attempt to discipline the
workers. With ¢ries of *‘national unity”’

the petty-bourgeois regimes try to head .
" off the growing militancy of their workers.
Since 1964, however, Zambia has had 1,378 .
-~ wildcat strikes and Tanzania’s workers
have repeatedly resisted the govern-

ment’s pleas to follow the “‘chain of com-

*.. and” to settle grievances.

- While repressing the workers and

" peasants in their 6wn countries; Nyerere

of Tanzania and Kaunda of Zambia pay lip
service to the heroic struggles of workers
and peasants in Angola, Mozambique,

- Guine-Bissau, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia),
- Namibia, and South Africa. Support in the

form of material aid, asylum and office

'space is given to representatives of

- Liberation. Fronts frbm these countries.
. These Liberation Fronts are led by
- bourgeois-nationalists who try to lead

the most militant workers and peasants of
their respective countries into guerrilla
warfare against imperialism, cole-
nialism, and apartheid.

The Pabloite revisionists along with the
Stalinists try to divert the revolutionary
action of workers by linking the workers
to the national bourgeoisie, creating a
loyal opposition to be smashed at a later
date. Only through the building of Trotsky-
ist parties on the basis of the Permanent
Revolution can the workers steel them-
selves against the fate that the bourgeois-
nationalists have in store for them.

‘Entombed in the Wankie Colliery, in
Central Rhodesia, lie the bodies of 428
miners, victims of a ruthless and relent-

- less drive for profits. The workers and
. peasants will unite across all of Southern

Africa to seal the profits of capitalism as
the' Number Two pit was sealed over the
bodies of their brothers. Only Trotskyist
parties under the banner of the Fourth
International leading the workers and -

‘peasants will defeat the imperialist

powers that have so long exploited the
peoples of this land. '
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" DA And Guards Fabrlccn‘e
Case Agalnsf Tombs 7

NEW YORK-—The trial of three members of the Tombs Seven has entered its
_fifth week. The inmates now on trial are Ricardo DeLeon, Curtis Brown, and

Nathaniel Ragsdale.

The other four, Herbeft-_
. Blyden; Stanley King, Louis .
Cabrera and Franklin Meyer -

-.are still awaiting separate
trials. These seven inmates
* are charged with 76 counts of
attempted murder,
ping and coercion.
The charges stem from the
October 2-5, 1970 rebellion at the
‘Manhattan House of Detention

for Men, commonly referred to

as the Tombs.

Several hundred inmates came
forward to show their complete
: hatred of the inhuman conditions
there, and of the system that
- creates them. Out of hundreds of
men, seven were picked out to
stand trial, which exposes the
fraudulent nature of the charges.

Because of the political nature
of the case, every single inmate
involved in the fight against the
oppressive conditions of "the
Tombs would have to be put on
trial. It is like putting the entire
working class on trial because
they fight against the attacks of
the capitalist system.

The prosecution, in order to pin

" kidnap--

BY NANCY VASQUEZ .

the defendants down as the
‘“leaders of the rebellion,”* are

“basing their case around the

question of identification of the
men. They have brought in the
guards who were held hostage to
testify that the defendants were
the ones who gave the ‘‘com-
mands’* to the other inmates.

.The evidence, however,
presents the opposite  picture.
One witness, Officer Harsner,
stated that it was ‘‘through’ a
newspaper picture that he knew
what Blyden looked like.” The
fraud of the prosecution’s case
becomes clear around this line of
questioning. The evidence
revealed that the guards did not
know who the defendants were
during the time of the incident.

Every single prosecuytlon'

witness that has been brought in - -
to testify has had discussion con-

cerning their stories with the
District Attorney Fine. Tes-
timonies from the Grand Jury
were gone over by the witnesses
and Mr. Fine before appearing in
court so that the stories would be
consxstent

The testimony at all pomts has

revealed the complete frame-up
of the state.

. The defense’s case is based on
~Section 3505, which' states that:

“Such conduct is necessary as an
emergency measure to avoid
imminpent public or private in-
jury which is about to occur by
reason of a situation occasioned
or deveioped through no fault of
actor..

Itis thxs very law that the capi-
talist press is now launching a
campaign against. The June 18th
New York\Times ran an entire
spread on the case in which the

writer completely denounced the -

validity of the law. Thus, the
defense cannot base its case on
the legality of the laws of the
ruling class. The Tombs Seven

- case cannot be separated from

the jailing of trade unionists and
the witch-hunt against all
working-class militants which is
now being conducted by the
government.

The only defense for the Tombs

"Seven lies in-its being rooted in’

the working class: It.is only
through the mobilization of the
working class that they, and all

‘ pohtxcal prisoners, can he freed.

_Democrai Indlcl's St. Paul Workers

Nixon Administration. The five
men who broke into the offices

in Cuba, who .is an ‘‘affluent”
real estate man in Florida and
has links to the Republican Par-

planned the CIA invasion of the

Administration.

A second man arrested is
James McCord, a former CIA
agent who is presently employed
by the Republican Natiopal Com-~
mittee and the Committee for the
Re-election of "the President
headed by former Attorney Ge- ‘

neral.John Mitchell. :
All five men were caught with

ment which they were seeking to
install in the headquarters of the
Democratic Party.

Two weeks ago a meeting was
‘held ‘with the raiders and E.
Howard -Hunt. Hunt is a former

“official of the CIA. ‘
Nixon’s press secretary in. Key
Biscayne, Florida said after the.

.from the White Hoiise on a third-
rate burglary attempt.” -

‘But there appears to be po.
doubt who is behind this “‘third

rate burglary gttempt.” McCord

Ed|tors Notebook

‘Mission Impossible

In the pre-dawn hours on Sun- was employed by the Committee §. -
day a well paid and organized for the Re-election of the Pre-
raid was conducted at the héad- sident headed by Mitchell. This § .
quarters of the National Com- Committee was able to collect 10 |
mittee of the Democratic Party million dollars. from donors for
in the heart of Washington, D.C. Nixon's campaign by April 7th

This was no small time opera- before. the law went-into effect
tion ‘but was" planned and . .exe~ that forces disclosure -of the
cuted. by leading former CIA names .of -political donors.
planners with direct ties to the .

included Bernard L. Barker, born
new $100 bills was found. The Wa-

ty. Barker was- the man who.

Bay of Pigs during the Kermedy'

the electoral process for this type

sophisticated eavesdropping: de- .
{ vices "and photographic -equip-

consultant to a top White House

official and before that was a top_-, movement

raid: “‘I'm nét going to comment

It is also no accident that the
suspects were staying in Wash-
ington at the Watergate Hotel
where some of the $6,300 in brand

tergate houses John Mitchell: as
well as other leading figures in
the Republican Administration.
Mitchell who claimed he was
‘“‘dismayed’’ at these. de-
velopments said that *‘There is
no place in our campaign or in-

of- activity.”’

The point is that there are
more fundamental moves taking
place -behind the facade of the

‘electoral process’—these are
the -moves towards. Bonapartxst
dxctatorshlp . :

Mitchell Jn fact, thh his aid]

Kliendiest have been the mas-
terminds of these. preparations. §-
- If the Democratic Party head-
quartets, the party of- big busi-
ness, is being raided, then what is
it that is being. prepared for the || .
unions and for the workme class :

TheSe are the preparatlons for .

‘a néw stage in the war againstf.

the working ¢lassas those anony-{-

‘mous donors .in the big .cor- §-

porations behind Nixon’s cam-

paign seek to go beyond the so-{ .

called ‘“‘democratic .process’™ to
try to destroy the working class.

Contractors Threaten'
.anesofa Lock- Out

"BY MICHAEL ROSS
MINNEAPOLIS, June 19—More construction 51tes; L
ground to a halt in Minnesota as a strike sparked by
iron workers and cement masons locals entered its. -
third week. Residential construction is slated to be." :

The Democratic Administration of St. Paul is seeking an .indictment against the
~ sanitationmen of the International Union of Operating Engineers under the Minnesota .
anti-pollution law after a sick-call job action staged by the Union. The workers took the
action after their paid holidays had been cancelled and the city refused to budge from its -
- three cents an hour pay increase proposal. “/Liberal’’ §1. Paul Mayor Larry Cohen, who
just took office, is trying to create a witch-hunt atmosphere against the workers. /"What
do we do with murderers,” he déclared on television. “We throw ‘them into prlson' And

these sewer men are wst as much criminals.”

anke Shufs Anheuser-Busch

BY HOWARD WEST
ST. LOUIS—One thousand
workers; members of the

Brewers and Maltsters Union.
Local 6, walked .off the job

last Tuesday in protest over
the attrition agreement,
bringing work at. the Whole
brewery to a halt.

‘Anheuser-Busch, - the largest
-brewery in the world, is in the
process of installing a new multi-

million dollar, highly automated -

draft beer handling facility.’

Included in the conditions '

* .covered by the 1970 union con-
tract was an oral attrition agree-.

ment,allowing for the company
to cut the labor .force by not
filling vacancies as men quxt or
retire.

But in 1972, this agreement

does not reduce the work force
fast enough for Busch, and so the -

company must now tear ‘up this

.. vontract,

August Busch; Jr. was’ well

- prepared for-this struggle. Even

before the workers had walked

out, he had obtained a tempo- -
“rary injunction. agamst the ac-’
- submitted to binding arbitration.

tion.

On  Wednesday, the courts ‘

ordered . the union officials to
show cause why they should not
be. held in contempt. The judge
threatened the = officials with

jail and the union with fines of

$100,000 a day.

JUDGE

It took the union bureaucrats
over 24 hours to get their
members back to work. Now the

- judge has declared any indus-

trial action illegal and stated that
if the attrition- dispute is not
settled within 20-days; it must be

zation Committee, have found it

hit today by a bricklayers strike.

Sporadic lockoufs by con--
tractors on some St. Paul
sites have already occurred.
Leaders of the Associated
General Contractors (AGC)
have been ‘threatening a
statewide lockout of 100,000
building -tradesmen’ through—

. out the strike.
“The older 'men can make it

working only fwo-days or so a

‘week but the younger men can't,

I have five children to raise.-I
need the overtime,” a young ap-
prentice carpenter stated outside
a meeting at ‘the Mimmeapolis -
Labor Temiple. It is precisely on’
questions of overtime, conditions
~and work rules that the AGC.
* wants the axe to drop. -

The national union Ieaders,
collaborating "with Nixon’s
Construction Industry  Stabili-

impossible to achieve the wage
gains of the type made in the past
10 years. But rot satisfied with
these concessions, the contrac-

essentxally run the sites on a non-

union or company. union -basis .
like the Chrisuan Labor Assoc:a— :

tlon

The errogance of the AGC typ:~
fied - by the chief negotiator

William Gary was spelled ont by,

a stnkmg iron worker at the
University Towers site. He said:
““We had no choice but to strike.
They (the AGC) weren’t even in-

‘terested enough to read our =

demands' before saymg no. We'
‘submitted 16 ‘and in 10 minntes -
they returned them with a "no.
That wasn’t even long enough to
read them.” = . ,
Virtually" every striker- mter—_'
viewed saw the hand of the Chris-
‘tian “Labor Association in’ this:
situation. As the strike spréads -
and lengthens in. duration, there
s every possibility that'CLA con:

tractors will be brought into the "~

Twin Cities. and  Duluth' " to

_try and operate non-union sites. |

- In fact, contractors are deman-

ding the right to run the sites - o
‘open .shop get rid of hiring halls. -

and give the green light to brin-

- ging as many scabs.as the CLA -

can recruit onto the jobs and thus
destroy all conditions.
‘With the full backing of the

»government‘s attacks, the AGC

. is out for blood. Smashing the
tors want to go all the way and - B Ho

"AGC offensive means ﬂghtmg
back politically. :
Construction . workers must

force-their leaders to follow last. .
- week’s resolution of the .
- Minneapolis Central Labor Union . - .
"~ Couneil for the iurmatmn of a.

tlm‘d party, a Iabor party
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(Continved From Page 1)

state-wide lockout by the time
-~ this appears in print. Sanitation
“workers in St. Paul face cri-
minal and civil snits in re-

° taliation for a one-day sick call,

itself a. desperate attempt to
break deadlocked negotiations.
Teachers throughout the state
face school boards determined to:
“use the excuse of the economic
crisis and the surplus of unem-
ployed teachers to deprive the
workers of the increment in-
crease won more than a decade

- ago. And pensioned former em-

ployees of Minneapolis-Moline
face the actual loss of two-thirds

. to three-fourths of their pensions

as” White Motor Corporation,
parent company of Moline, uti-

. lizes the recent Supreme Court

, pension decisions.
It is this sharpness of the
struggle that creates the ob-

jective necessity . for labor to.
" break’ with the betrayers of
~labor, a necessity that the CLUC

bureaucrats are responding to.
As one delegate who has been

in the CLUC for 19 years put it,

Humphrey and the other poli-

ticians have held back labar long .

enough. ‘‘Humphrey,” he said,
“has been an albatross "around
the neck of labor all these
years.”’

-The same worker strongly sup-
ported the actions of the CLUC,
and sought to bring the lessons of
history to bear on this struggle,
as the following interview in-
dicates:

“I asked Froehlig (CLUC Fl-
nancial Secretary-Treasurer) if
this was an empty threat to pres-
sure the Democrats. He assured
me that it’s for real! I feel it’s
really been needed for a long
time. We are historically behind
times as compared to Europe. In
every ‘major capitalist country
the working class has gone the
way of a labor party. It is a his-
toric necessity in the U.S.

“The time is really ripe now.
The time was never better. We
have to take advantage of the
contradictions within the De-
mocratic Party... It can’t last.
Labor has to battle on class
issues. On jobs, employment, se-

*curity.

" “We're making [ contact now
with the Labor Pafty in Canada
(the New Democrdtic Party) for
vhelp We feel the time is ripe-and

aneapohs has to start the ball
rolling. Minneapolis, Minnesota
has to do it. Because of our his-
tory. And because of the pro-
blems we face. Run-away plants,
pressures of all kinds. It’s the
dnly answer.’

An older electrician outside the
Minneapolis Labor Temple told
us: “‘I agree with the action, it
should have happened a long time
ago. It was criminal to fuse with
the Democrats in"the first
place.”

As this worker and others are’

concluding, a labor party is the
only way forward for the working
class. And, in the attempt to deal
with this crisis, conscious
workers will go back to the

. lessons of the 1930’s, to the kind

of struggle under Trotskyist lea-
dership that made Minneapolis a
union town. They will also go
back to the lessons of the Far-
mer-Labor PBarty and its co-
optation into.the Democratic

Party by its Stalinist mis-

leaders. .

The ranks of the labor move-
ment in Minnesota and through-
out the U.S. must take this for-
ward by bu1ldmg a labor party
now!

(Continued From Page 6)

the exercise of self-de-
termination. At a minimum it
means placing millions of dollars
in funds raised from the ghettos
through taxation into the hands of
Black representatives.to build,
equip, staff and maintain ghetto
schools.”

Today we see ‘what a total
fraud these statements are be-
cause of the concrete de-
velopments. The Black working
class does not have any power in
determining the course of edu-
cation even though there is com-
munity control.

Decentralization did not even
meet what. the revisionists ex-
pected at a minimum. The so-
called Black representatives did
not ‘‘build, equip, staff and main-
tain ghetto schools.”

In 1968 we fought the re-
visionists theoretically on the

_role of the state. In the Bulletin

of December 30, 1968 we wrote:
“Our whole point from the be-

ginning of this decentralization

hoax has been just that...that it is
a hoax. The bourgeois state can-
not and will not grant real
powers to thé Negro people. But

it can and is granting just enough . -

LABOR FORPEACE... !

- {Continved From Page 5)

- will, as'they are now attempting

to-do, all rights that the Ameri-
can working class has won.
through its unions, will be thrown
out the window.

Just ‘as the imperialist war in
in defense of cor-
porate -profits, has been con-
ceived, initiated, extended and
‘escalated JOINTLY by both the
Democratic and Republican par-
ties under Kennedy, Johnson and
Nixon, so- Nixon’s wage freeze
and. union-busting program- is a

- joint effort . by .these parties
© against the working class.

FUNDAMENTAL
. The creation of labor’s own

party, a labor party is the funda-

“-mental question facing the Labor"
for Peace Conference. - - _
-The question of the labor party

o was ‘raised on the floor of the
. UAW' convention itself by a
i nurnber of delegates..Concerning
.~ plant shutdowns and loss of pen-

"-sions, the bankrupt policy of sup-
porting the Democrats: and
‘depending on  Congress' to help
men who have lost their pensions
- was ‘pointed out. ‘

‘One delegate said: ““We have to
tell these men; “‘Sorry, write your
Senator and Congressman.’

" That’s’ hke telllng a termmal

_.of the AFL-C

" cancer patlent he has one more
day LR}

A delegate from Local 997 in
Newton Iowa stated: “I’'m not at
all convinced that this indict-
ment of the ‘Nixon Adminis-
tration is the whole story. The

-.American labor! movement in

1968 wds torn apart and opened

the door for the |Wallaceites.

“What is it| that George
Wallace is telling the American
people? We havg to honestly face
the fact and truth that many
working people| believe in what
Wallace is s&yiJ\g'

LOADED :
“Who supported the wage-
price freeze? Who gave Nixon the
tools? The Democrats They
loaded  the "shotgun .when they

passed the Economic Stabili-

-zation ‘Act of 1972.. What this

convention pught to be telling the
- Democrats is that they carry out

our program or we move out of
that party gusi like we rnoved out
O .

there have been further move-
ments toward the formation of a
labor party. In Portland, Oregon,
the Portland Federation of Tea-
chers ran a slate of three candi-
dates against the Democrats and

Republicans for the School Board .

and got a large vote. The cam-
paign was endorsed by the COPE
of the Multnomah County Labor

Council which unanimously exn-

dorsed the candidates. :

- In May, Local 1164 of AFSCME
in Minneapolis passed a resolu-
tion which stated: “AFSCME

1164 demands that AFSCME -

" International immediately call a

In addition, Pete Kelly, Umted ’

National Caucus candidate . for.
Secretary-Treasurer,
posed the Woodcock slate, spoke
out saying: “‘We support a labor
party in Canada and by God, we
ought to fight for one here. -
“Since the UAW conventlon

Order Irom
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2 Open Letters to
Joseph Hansen 50¢
BY Rébert Black and the
. ‘editars of Workers Press. '
Examines hew the leader-
ship of the Socjalist Work-
ers Party, by refusing to
. enter into a serious discus-

sion on the theoreticalroots

of revisionism within the -
“rworld Trotskyist move-
 ment, hindered the politi-

~ forces coming, toward re--
volutionary politics. -

Nefw York, N.Y: 10011.

cal :clarification. of new |

the - keynote speaker,
-Distriet- 2 Regional Director -

conference oflabor to construct
a labor party through which labor
can fight politically for the in-

terests of the working class.”

. LABOR PARTY -
© On June 10th, the youth move-’
ment of the Connecticut AFL-
CIO held a convention at which
IUE

Peter DiCicco stated: “If the
differences between the Demo-

. crats and Republicans continue

who. - op~ .

to' diminish, we will be forced to
form a labor party.”

At one of the conference work- -
.shops, “a motion for the. labor -
~party was put forward by the

Workers League and passed,
eight to two. This motion was de-

. feated by a 15-9 margin at the fulle

session, largely because of the
- opposition .of the Communist

Party.and ifs youth group
(YWLL).

The CP is determined to block -
‘all' movement for a labor party as

it tries to maintain the rotting
body of the Democratic Party
through support to George
McGovern.

This past week, the movement

“for formation of a labor party

- took a big step forward when the

Minneapolis Central Labor Union
Council voted for the initiation of
a labor party. before the 1972
elections.

- At évery point, the pohcy of the
leadership of the major unions,

_even in the cases of those leaders -
who most ‘strongly oppose the .

war, has been to refuse to break

_.thh the Democratic Party

COMMUNIST PARTY i
But it is the Communist Party,

and .its newspaper the Daily

World, which most consciously

‘fights to maintain the alliance of

the labor movement with the
Democrats while lashing out in a
slander campaign against the
Workers League campaign for
the labor party.

The Communist Party
proposes to the labor movement
that they put pressure on Nixon
to-end:the war, while working for
the election of Senator
McGovern. That is the essence of

- their program for the Labor for

Peace Conference.

While they apologize for Nix-.
on’s secret deals with Soviet
leaders in Moscow—deals made.
to achieve a sellout of the Viet-
namese Revolution—the Daily
World spells out-its line of subor-
dinating the interests of U.S.
workers to the ruling class
through the Democratic Party:

“While we recognize that all
major party candidates are
spokesmen of the  bourgeaisie,

- their backgrounds and backings

vary so as to make them more or
less amenable to popular move--
ments. It would be ludicrous, for
example to equate the mterests
of Shirley Chisholm and Richard
Nixon, or George McGovem and

. George Wallace.

~ MCGOVERN:

It is our historic duty to seek

out candidates who are willing to

_move the country in the direction

of an alliance of anti-monopoly

and anti-imperialist forces.” For
_the Communist Party, McGo-

vern is such a candidate.
The Daily World does not

" report anything that might tar- .

nish McGovern’s image as a foe
of monopoly such as the ad he
placed in the Wall Street Journal,
which assured the monocpolists
that he is opposed to excess
profits taxation of any sort and
that he is not proposing any sort

- of inheritance tax.

The most urgent-and central

question facing the Labor for "

Peace Conference is to demand
that the AFL-CIO, the UAW and
the . Teamsters and the entire
labor movement break complete-
ly with McGovern-and with-the
entire Democratic and Repuh~
lican parties. _

The task now is to-take forward -
~ the call of the Minneapolis Cen-
" ‘tral Labor Union Council-and de-
- mand the formation of an inde-
pendent labor party now asareal .
alternative to Nixon, Wallace §: .

and the Democrats.

'BROWNSUVILLE . ..

ILLUSION of power to pit the
Negro masses against the
workers in the educational
system.”

The current events in Browns-.
ville prove that we were correct
in opposing community control.
Under community control, the
Black workers are unable to de-
fend decent education or their
jobs. They wind up tied down to
the very politicians who slashed
the budget and created unem-
ployment..

Once again we are seeing a
group forming agamst the un-
jons. A leaflet directed at the

‘para- professmnal was cir-

culated during one of the mee-
tings. It stated: ‘‘You are being
used by the do-nothing UFT to

~ save 150 teacher positions!”’

" This is the real meaning of
community control. It exists
solely as a weapon against the
union. The para-professionals
must unite with the UFT in a
fight' to save decent education
and jobs.

The Democrats and Re-
publicans have good reason to
hesitate in announcing these
cuts. The militancy of the
workers and youth in Browns-
ville has been seen many times

- but each time it has failed.

This is the lesson that must be
understood: rioting over these
attacks will result in nothing.
The only solution is through the
unity of the workers and stu-
dents in Brownsville with the

-UFT and District 37 against the
. capitalist parties through the

construction of a labor party. -

HOSPITAL . ..

 (Continued From Page 4)

_ didn’t take it any further, nothing
" was done.”’

After discussion the meeting
unanimously passed the
following resolution: :

1.- The fight for the full 15
percent and the other contract
demands must not be conceded.

2. We must never accept com-
pulsory arbitration. We must
prepare to defy the Pay Board
and rally the support of millions
of workers to defeat Nixon’s un-
ion busting.

3. We recognize these attacks -
as political attacks and. we will
fight for the immediate building

~of a labor party to answer un-

employment, wage controls and
inflation.

4. Support to the workers at
‘NYU and Bronx; immediate

.. union-wide action unless  the

suspensions are revoked.

The Rank and File Committee
urges hospital workers to fight
for these demands in the
chapter meetings that will take
place in -every hospital in the
coming weeks. - .

Elements
of
Marxist
Economics

Workers League

Class for
Unionists
Saturdays 3PM

" 6th Floor 4
135 West 14th Street
New York City

E—
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inlandboatmen’s Union rank and file organized mass picket line against Portland’s Waterways, Inc.

- Construction Rcmks

~ Stop Pay Cut Wlfh

- One Day Strike

PORTLAND, June 13—A one day strike of over 500 Local 701 operatmg engin-
eers that shut Oregon and southwest Washington construction s1tes has shaken

BY DENNIS FULTON

the federal wage freeze apparatus.

The strike was called when
the Construction Industry Sta-
bilization Committee in-
structed the employers to cut
a third year contract raise
due on June 1 from 75¢ to 33¢.

. The CISC responded to the
strike with panic and re-

scinded the cut on the same

day.
Daniel C. Ellis, staff counsel of
the Oregon-Columbia chapter of

‘the Associated General Con-.

tracters told the Bulletin:
« “We're convineed, I’m convinced

as an attorney, that it was a’

totally illegal “strike, a strike-
‘against the CISC.”

The AGC wanted to-get an in--

junction based on the fact that
the strike was an attempt to
force the employers to an 111egaI
act relating to wages and prices.

FEARED
Ellis revealed that he was
given the run around by the Pay

Board and was even sent to the

NLRB. They asked him to get a
private injunction because they
feared. that the strike could

spread to other unions if theyk

stepped 'in directly.

The CISC 1mmed1ate1y in-
formed the operating engineers
in Washington, D.C. that it was
incorrectly informed and that the
decision would be reconsrdered
on June 28.

- Russ Joy. Financial Secretarv
of Local 701 told the Bulletin:
“We were just trying to get the
peoples attention and it
worked.” He explained that the
union had a three-year contract
for $1.90 in wages and fringes.

They had accepted only 45¢ the
first year to allow the contrac-
tors to get out of a slump. The
second raise of 70¢ was paid on
June 1, 1971 and the third raise
was cut.

Joy explained: *Our members
‘work 6 million man hours a year.
That means if the CISC cuts the’
increase to 33¢ the contractors
will get the difference. That will

amount to about $21-22 million on

.contracts already bid on.” .
He pointed out that,  while

wages may appear -high, the
average man got only 1127 hours
last year. ““That doesn’t figure
out to much when you consider he
often is away from home. and
either must pay transportationor
maintain’ fwo homes.”’

Attorney Ellis complained that

the union ‘‘told us that the 42¢
that the CISC approved was a $21-
22 million windfall to the contrac-
tors and that they would strike
for a nickel if a nickel was cnt.”

PUSHED .
A Local 701 member at the
Freemont Bridge site told the

Bulletin: ‘‘Nixon Has pushed the-
working man as far down as he’s .

going to go. The Pay Board was
sét up to take money out of the
working man’s pocket. The strike
was completely legal and that

wage increase was approved two

years ago.’

When asked what the union will
do if the CISC again attempts to
cut the pay he said: “‘We’ll shut

-the whole state down.” As for the
‘other unions, he said: ‘‘When one

goes vut-the rest will follow.”
It is just this anger with

government attacks and the con-

fidence in the strength of the

labor movement that the govern- -
“ment fears.

The operating

engineers have given a lead to
the entire labor movement. -

Over 500 Operating Engineers of Local 701 in Portland (Freemont
“held one-day ‘s’frike “against Pay Board.

Bridge site, ’abave)

_ Layoff Threat
- In Aerospace

Industry

. BY ABULLETIN REPORTER =
LOS ANGELES—Massive layoffs: have hit the .
aerospace industry in Southern California. Since-

sharp declines in jobs."

McDonnell Douglas in Long
Beach is stopping production
of DC-8’s in September, and
this will cause heavy layoifs
even though production has
started on the DC-10. Empldy-

ment stands at 26,000, down -

from a peak of 35,000.

ECONOMISTS
Economists in Los Angeles

who have surveyed the situation

speak of a ‘‘general winding
down” and point to a decline in
commercial orders, the phasing
out of the large Apollo Program
and the lack of sufficient federal
contracts to support the industry
at-its current level.

Northrop. Corporation in Haw- k

thorne, a subcontractor for 747's,
is down from a peak of seven and

one half planes per month to

three-quarters of a plane per
month. Loc¢kheed’s Burbank
- production of S3A’s plans redue-
tions in the work force."r

" DECLINE -
CItis significant that the aero-
space industry has shown an over
“all decline of three percent in

sales over the first quarter of

1971. At the same time, profits
have risen by 24 percent. This is

- because .of vicious cost cutting
--and speed-up and the prospect is

for ‘more of the same.

At Boeing this is reflected -

most clearly. With a-decline in

_neighboring = plants,

1968, the level of employment has drépped 30
percent from 353,000, anc

- Outlook is for further

dropped-only three-percent over
the first quarter of 1971. Boeing,
concentrated in the Seattle area,
is a warning for Southern Califor-
nia.

A Boeing manager John E.
Steiner tells how it is done. ““We
found for example that a man
was at his place of work only 26
percent of the time. He was going

- around to get tools, to get parts,
-to. get -approvals from some
- modification engineer, to do

anything but build airplanes.”

REARRANGING

By rearranging tool locations
and putting similar work at
Steiner
claims to have increased the .
“actual work time’’. to about 70

_percent. Even GMAD's Godfrey
‘can learn from him.

The UAW and- TAM bureau-
eracy has completely accepted:

‘this attack. Indeed somé union

officials have even taken to using
the language of the management -

- speed-up experts to explain the - -
loss of " jobs by the ‘so-called -

“learning curve.”” Management

-uses this term to refer to the

process of eliminating jobs as
more and more efficient
measures are brought in.

'CRITICAL
. The situation is now so crxtlcal
in Southern California .that the.

. fate of the industry is ‘said “to

A d d -
- sales of 14 percent, profits have epend upon ome or two up-

coming, contracts, most notably
the B-1 bomber. =
1t is no accident that a goodf '

portion of the debate in the -
_Humphrey-McGovern. California

campaign was devoted to dema-
gogic appeals to aerospace

workers with McGovern pro- =
. mising better Iayoff pay and

Humphrey prormsmg ]ObS that -
are not there. = -

Research and Development (s

funds are being cut to' the bone

-and the Air Force'is demanding -

new efficiencies to- lower the
costs on bids. There is no ques- -

- tion of aerospace ever regaining - ©
its- 1960's. level .of - activity. The - -
future is one of deepening‘c‘risis. -

SCHRADE

“Paul Schrade of the UAW was =
booted out largely as an expres- -

sion of his refusal to take up this
fight. Now .Whipple, -who

- replaced him as UAW Western '

Regional Director, joins Schrade -
in the McGovern delegation to
the Democratic Party conven-
tion throwing his support behind -

. the man. who.. promises more‘

layoffs. B

The only way forward in aero- -
space ‘is through the nationali-
zation of the industry under

‘workers control with a: program: .

of massive rehiring through the’ '

shorter work week: This can cnly f 5
“he acccmphshed through thecon-

struction of a labor party totake

‘on the employers and their-
»govemment :



Edltorlal

What's Behmd l‘he
CP Vote In Los Angetes

Wllham c Taylor, Chalrman of the Southern Californi

- Communist Party, running for supervisor in Los Angeleg
~ Second Supervisorial District received over 50,000 votes an
nearly 15 percent of the total vote .cast.

- The -alection proved a great deal more ‘than the Com-
mumst Party w1shed to prove and it is running very hard t
cover up its real meaning. The elections are non-partisa
- and the program outlinied for Taylor i in the April 29 People
- World was completely reformist, -

~Taylor ran on a platform stressmg the need for mmonty,
superv:sors and for a change in the size of the board to “‘in:
,crease’ the accessibility”” of -the supervisors. ‘He em-
~ phasized welfare and tax reform, opposed increased sale
- and property taxes, and demanded hlgher mdustrlal an
.commercial taxes, :

Taylor’s appeal was to mrddle class Blacks and to or-
'gamzatzons such as the reformist Women for Legislative
~Action which not only endorsed Taylor but. McGovern as,
well o
- The mcumbent Kenneth Halm sent out a mailing to every
voter warning them that his opponent was a Communist
‘ Party official. The result of such red-battmg was to' ac-
‘tually give the Communist Party a vote of 22 percent in oneg
‘Black dlstrlct and 16 percent in the mtegrated Inglewood
district.

The Commumst Party has been campalgmng furmusly to
build support for the McGovern movement and to bring thej

-~ working class behind.the liberal Democrats. The purpose of 'j-"'explosw n, thlS time at F or d.
At 12:01 'last Wednesday, S

2900. members of UAW Local

- 560 at the Ford assembly

the Taylor campaign, like that of Hall and Tyner, is to build
_up support for these policies whxle usmg the cover of an in-
" dependent campaign. ,

‘The Los Angeles workers: who voted in large numbers for
- Taylor however were not seeking to support the libéral De-
“mocrats but were: votmg to demand an alternatwe to the
bankrupt capitalist parties. '

‘What the election expressed is the enormous potennal for
the’ construction ofa lahor party to unite the working class]
~in a complete break from the: Democratlc -and Repubhcan
. parties.

The Stalinists seek to mterpret the eleetlon as a move in}

_-thedirection of so-called | progressive polmcs TIn reality, it|

Auto workers of UAW Local 560- at Mdpntas Ford plant struck over 39 health and safety gnevancesy

2900 Ford Workers Strlke
Against Plant Conditions

BY BARRY GREY

MILPITAS June 16—~The campalgn of the auto hosses across, the country to

-extract super profits by imposing 1nhuman work condltlons has produced a neW e

plant in Milpitas walked out

. over 39 health and safety grie-

vances, thus joining with the

wave of ~strikes in' General
“Motors -Assembly ' Division ™
which have swept Lordstown -
~and Norwood, and threatens
-to break out in'St. Louis.

.This is the first “local issues’!

strike in’ Ford’s California his-

- is.a signof the class explosmns and mdependent c¢lass polf
: - tory.  Health ‘and- safety ‘stan-

tlcal actlon te come.r

- the breakmg pomt

o

g BY FRED CLAYTON R '
, ~SAN FRANCISCO——In the wake of the Angela Davrs trral new ev1dence of attempted frame
ups has been uncovered. . -
. “The. S.F. Bay Guardian has
““published- documents and
; vphotographs showmg hot
"Soledad prisoner. was. forc
ct as.a “human bugging devme”
-, in:an attempt to entrap Soledad
g psycmatrrst Dr. Frank .Rundle;. .
‘wh was eons1d red a radlcal by

» release conftdentlal ﬂles on a-
prisoner accused of killing a
- -guard, He was fired for insubor-. -
“dination. - Staté. officials, having
heard of his radical sympathies -
rand his recent testimony against’ -’
Soledad’ prison ' conditions, -
decided he- would make ‘an e
‘ cellent vietim,” : .
‘Rundle’s former assrstant and’ -
friend; a prisoner named Tony -

Pew1tt was scheduled for parole
He wias told he:would be denied

B cooperated

house with a bugging device and -
‘a radio transmitter taped 1o his
body ‘He was to. entrap Rundle:
into political cconversation, -
The' state was -attempting to

official: ‘“I believe that Rundle is.

" ‘the evidence.””

his house which' warned him of

 tures of -the bugging eqmpment
and - obtained ‘witnesses, - while

tion..

K Was not -able . to-indict” Rundle

I [NTRODUCTORY sue e “'ment “will ‘go to any lengths ‘to.
“[ S400-FORA FULL YEAR :

200 FOR 6. MONTH
135 W. 1., New York,NY 30011

'xmagmary consprracxest

i dards here have deterlorated to.

parole on’ a trlvxahty unless he

'stated

“ link Rundle with the Communist -
Party .and the killing of Solédad
guards. Pewitt was ‘told by an .

involved with the CP 'and the -
radicals...and I want you to get :

‘Pewitt lipped Rundle a note in -

the biigging. Rundle topk ‘pic- A

,mamtammg harmless conversa- ‘

: - tighten ;ts repression by flndmg

Ford has™Tiot. only refused to
correct  violations .of *the stan-
dards set in- the last contract, but
has reduced .theé number of
cleanup and-maintenance crews

: by 50 percent.in the last year. .

According to Local. 560 Pre-

sident Matt Mora, rats inhabit
‘the chassis pits ‘and - stagnant -
‘pools of ‘water breed rnosqtutos

" have a minute to breathe.”

On top-of the sub-human health

condltlons the company refuses ‘

to grant the 40 hours per year
sick leave which is guaranteed in

‘the contract.

The company employs one doc—
tor for the 4000 employees at the

-plant, and he simply carries out

.the orders of the bosses. One

inside the plant; Ventilation. in '

. the pamtmg booths and welding
stations' is so bad, workers are’

barely able to - breathe Slick,

greasy floors have resulted m nu-

merous 1n]ur1es

- For:months the union had nego— :

tiated ‘with Ford over the ‘grie-
. vances, while. the anger in ‘the
ranks was . reaching the boiling

. point.”On- April 30, the ranks de-.
. manded action and voted by 89

percent to strike.

_ - On June 7th, the union issueda -
_strike notice - for the following

worker told of a man who went to
the doetor complaining of heart
pains. The.doctor sent him back

' to the line and he collapsed and

died from a heart attack. “He

-died on the line, and they dragged

him. away without even stopping

".the line,”™

" Wednesday at 12:01 a.m.. Truck -

line workers walked off the job~
- at 12:01" sharp, .despite an at-
... tempt by the:local leadership.
He was forced to go to Rundle’s

to. extend- the negotxatlons

There is no doubt that Ford is
geared. for a long strike. Over- -
time has.been as high as 60 hours .

a week in recent months. In the .

face of “this, the local lea- .
_dership’s ‘soft pohcy -of allowing -
salaried employees through the
lines is very dangerous. . -
.On Thursday President Mora

" accused the-company of having

- superwsors\to do clean-up work * s
»in violation of the contract, ~ .. .
" When asked by the Bulletin if .~

AS one’ truck lme worker"

want us to go out, but when they

-Saw we.were serlous they had to

back us.”

At.a mass meetmg held on’
‘Wednes‘day, afternoon, Buildtng
Chairman: Aguilero. was" -booed

down by the ranks when he told

them not to be-upset if some.con-

tractors- went ‘into the plant. He .
" immediately - changed his - tune .
and pledged: that no-contractors -
~would be let, through the pickets. -

“Many ‘workers _interviewed by.

Bulletin reporters expressed a’
. lack ‘of confidence in.the local -
Jleadérship. - In particular, - they

s feared that the. .company - would -
Although the Attorney General

of the Bureaucrats:

" When' asked about -the con-'

ditions-in the plant one youriger

- worker. told- “the "Bulletin " that .
- there'has been speed—up on ‘the
tx:uck lme “Some 3obs you don t.-'

““The leadetslup didn’t .

.-

" Local 560 would fight to link up .

this strike with the- struggles

© breaking out in auto nationally
against the same conditions,

¢ Building ‘Chairman Agu‘rlero

E

stated, - incredibly, that a na-
tional -shutdown- would weaken
the strlke

This is the opposxte of. the
truth. 'The strike at Milpitas is

Yoné- reflection of a rebellion ° . S
{brewing throughout auto against .
-ithe bosses’ calculated attempt to . . -

destroy working. conditions  and -
job security, The full power of

Only in this’ Way can a sellout
hke that forced upon the Lords-’
town ‘workers be avoidéd, o
‘ As one worker told 'the Bulle-
tin: “We’re working in a furnace
‘here. But it’s not just here. GM, -

- Dodge, they ail lxave to be cailed

Qut 1y

ithe- UAW ¢an and must be. mo-" R
~Ibilized to shut down the entxre -

;dustry A
use the strike ‘to- 1mp1ement .
‘ . changeoyer with the conmvance .
“ ‘hefore: the frameﬂup was: ex-:’ :
‘posed, " this incident must serve
“.’as a.warning ‘tHat the-govern-
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