Delegates demonstrate at UAW Convenﬂon for Jerry wmpple who was voied West Coast Regional Directnr.

- UAW Delegates Break Wlth Democrats

Despite the closing of the UAW Convention
a day earlier than scheduled and despite
every effort by the International leadership

to limit discussion, a

number of delegates

made important contributions on questions

- of vital importance to the entire labor move-

ment, that is on unemployment and political

action.

The discussion on
unemployment centered
on the question of plant
closings and transfers of
operations. This has
already resulted in many
thousands of layoffs in-
.creasing speed-up and
the loss of pensions since
Nixon opened up ‘‘Phase
I’ on August 15, 1972.

Joe Halaby, delegate from
Detroit Local 155, told the
convention that his local
membership was down from

10,000 to 6,500 and there are

frequent pension cancel-
lations. “‘We have to tell these

men, ‘Sorry, write your Se-.

nator and - Congressman.’
That’s like telling a terminal

cancer patient he has one

more day,”” said Halaby.

Another delegate reported that

his plant, a subsidiary of White
Motors, will close next month:
“850 local members with thou-

sands of years of seniority will - .
“have their retirement benefits
cut 70-75 ‘percent. For years

Bridges Calls For

General Strike

SAN FRANCISCO, May 2—
ILWU Pxgsident Harry Brid-
ges issued a statement
last - night pledging the
union ‘‘to expose the Pay
Board, to destroy its
effectiveness by any means
possible.”

Any' means, i to
Bridges, = includes: “National
general  strikes, refusal o
cooperate in any way with the
Pav Board, and efforts to unite

“strike - action by the

only behind political = candi-
dates ' who ‘oppose President
Nixon's wage-price contrals.””
Bridges said that, in his opinion,
Meany would not support
a natiopal general strike now.
He also  said, however, . that
Meany will not oppose joint
West
Coast TLWU  and the East

Coast ILA if the Pay Board

trims the ILA settlement.

B.ridges anmounced  that the

{Continued On Page 18)

.ment.

we've had resolutions on plant
shutdowns.  We've done a lousy ,

job on our elected officials who,

don't commit themselves to pro~
grams we need. Even if we do
get a law on pension insurance, it
will be watered down, We need
other ways.”’

Scores of delegata wanteé o
get the floor on this question but
only a few got a chance to speak.

- LOSS OF JOBS :
Theodore Nagy, a delegate and
President of Local 363 at Pesco
Products, a division of Borg
Warner, Cleveland, Ohio, told the
convention: “Pesco Prodnets is
one of these companies being
sold with a loss of over 500 jobs.
On June 1, 1972, we are out! The
UAW bhas been the leader on
pensions. We fought bard in onr
local for 30 and out. We had 2 6
month . strike. Then they zaid
‘checkmate,” we're
moving. “‘Just when we got

gains, ~ Nixon, with Ph&”;,i‘fymmhewantsmk%PUS'

and Phase IT, wiped it oat.
“Have you ever had the ex-
perience of watching a mau sit
‘down and ¢ry? One of our men
came to me and said:'We were
mammmthsmkafarthkﬁtm
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See Editorial Page 8.

GARY IND., May 3—Hubert Hum- _
phrey narrowly defeated George
Wallace, winning by a 48 percent to 41
percent margin in yesterday,s In-

« ¢ diana prlmary The strong vote for
+ Wallace in which he equalled his Flo-
" rida percentage, reveals that Wallace
is more than ever before, the most fun-
damental danger to the labor ‘move-

Support for Wallace was in large part me
resukt of his demagogy about inflation, taxes,
s which he exploits in order toturn
o it of many working elass voters with -

the Democrats into a: reactionary, ramst pmg
gram to smash the unions, '
i The explanation of MeGovern’s strong 8howing in

Ohio, ‘where he nearly tied Humphrey, the -

“machine” vandidate (with the count estimated at
41% for Humphirey and 38% for McGovern) also lies
in tge {:ﬁt tgat in this tlgdusti‘iaé ghtate Mcgovem cal
- used “left’” demago oit the same disgust’ .. |

with the Democragtsgghownexgy workers. ‘sgns b

Crueial” to. the electmxi was

Lake County which includes the"

steel towns of Gary, Hammond
and ‘East Chicago. '
Many Gary workers were trou-

bled by the vote totals, and dis-.

cussed the basis of. his po-
pularxty with Bulletin reporters.
The primary took place, in-
fact, in the middle of a teachers
strike over.the question of cut-
backs ‘in- teaching staff due to
“Jack of funds.” One school cus- -
todian- summed up his un-
derstanding of Wallace s appeal

this way:
- FOOL%NG S
“People here kmw they've
been paying more and more"
money and then the City ‘and
State say they can’t even keep

~our schools open. Can't blame
themn for being mad, and Wallace

tells them he’ll solve all those
problems. But myself, I .think
they're fooling themselves if they
fall for all that talk abﬂut the
little man. . :

“*He hasn't changed - since the
days he stood on. those school -

* steps. ‘He's still a racist, plain
- and simple, andthmgswould bea:

whole ‘lot werse if he got in.
“1 don’t know. To me, it just

split up and fighting each other -
so we don’t ever get to c_hangmg;

'what needs to be changed,”

**There's a reason why Wallace :

only speaks at the airport here,”

" {Continued On Page 18)
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" Brandt Coalition In Crisis After CDU Challenge

BY DAVID NORTH

. West German Chancellor Willy Brandt survived the ‘‘no-confidence’’ vote

introduced by the Christian-Democrats and Christian-Socialists (CDU-QSU)
last- Thursday, but the social-liberal coalition that has ruled Germany since
October 1969 is on the verge of collapse.

Only 24 hours after the “no-
confidence’’ vote failed, the
coalition’s proposed federal
budget was defeated in the
Bundestag. The 247-247 tie
proved that the Social-
Democrats and the Free-
Democrats no longer have a
working majority.

In order to resolve the
impasse, Brandt began lengthy
consultations with the CDU-CSU
leadership; and a coalition
spokesman later reported that:

. “For the time bemg, then, we
‘will have what is an all-party
government in- everything but
- name.” v

There are indications that the

Ranks Defy

CDU-CSU will permit the contro-
versial treaties with the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe to
achieve ratification. While the
CDU-CSU has spearheaded the
fight against Brandt's Ost-
politik, it has decided to accept
ratification because the treaties
are in the best interests of the
European capitalist class, and
because there is still some divi-
sion in-the capitalist parties over
the wisdom of throwing Brandt
out immediately.

* While the CDU-CSU may slow
its offensive against the SPD for

a few weeks to squeeze the last

possible betrayal out of Brandt,

it must move to wipe the refor- -

mist coalition away and install a

Tory Bill To
Ban Strikes

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

The reformist leadership of the Trades Union Congress has

abandoned the fight against the Industrial Relations Act,

. 'which was passed last summer by the Tories in order to des—

troy trade unionism in England.

In flagrant violation of poli-
cies decided at the Blackpool
meeting in September, the TUC
- -has submitted to the rulings of
the -National Industrial Re-
lations Court (NIRC), the legal
~arm of the Act.

The TUC advised England’s

o largest union, the Transport and

. General Workers’ Union, to pay a
- $120,000 fine .imposed by the
NIRC.

Sir Sidney Greene, head of the

-railway unions, ordered his men
to- obey the NIRC and: end their’
“‘work-to-rule.”

Victor Feather, the head of the
TUC, went to 10 Downing Street
to mull over the state of the capi-
talist economy with Tory Prime
Minister Edward Heath. ,

- At every point, the TUC avoi-
ded a direct fight against the Act,
claiming that it would simply
ignore ‘the Tory law. Now that

the Tories are proving that they -

mean to tear theunions to shreds
.with the Act, the 'I‘UC is in total

- refreat. ' -
The reformist leaders ‘have

~_never had the slightest intention

. of fighting the government, As at

every other time of con-
frontation between the capitalist
and working - classes, the trade

union ' bureaucracy has once

agam stood with the former.

RETREAT
The retreat of the TUC has an-

. .gered trade unionists throughout

England. Dockers have been ex:
panding their boycott actions in
spite of their leadership’s call for
an end to the “‘blackings.”
~London'dock workers called for
a policy of ‘‘total ‘war’’ against
employers attempting to use non-
“union labor to unload containers.

‘Representatives of 1.2'million -
engineering workers met Thurs-

day‘to condemn the TUC’s co-
operation with the Industrial Re-
lations ‘Act. It called for an im-

*mediate recall of the Congress -
" that met at Blackpool to dlscuss

the new turn of events. - -
"The - Stalinists’ of - the Brxtlsh

an act of great defiance. All their
efforts are directed at heading
off the powerful movement of -

government that is prepared to
take on the working class.

The tremendous power of the
German workers was demon-
strated on the day of the “no-
confidence” vote. Thousands of
trade unionists staged protest
strikes against the CDU-CSU
attempt to oust Brandt. Six thou-
sand workers in Kiel closed down
two plants for more than one
hour. Two thousand workers
struck 'in Bielefeld, and 2500
workers walked off their jobs in
Gelsenkirchen.

These strikes show

very

concretely the new character of
the class struggle in Germany, as
the political intervention of the
working class overshadows as

- British Prime Minister Heath.

rank-and-file workers against the
government and the bankrupt re-
formist leadership of the trade

- unions and Labour Party.

“ The Stalinists are themselves
proposing not a determined fight
to smash the Act by bringing
down the Tory government, but
-rather a continuation of protests
like ‘'a one day general strxke on
May Day.

Answering this' blue print for
betrayal, ‘the Socialist 'Labour
TLeague stated in the Workers
Press of ‘April 27:

“We-have said over and over
again: This government must be
- brought down. The decision of the
. engineers at Eastbourne to back
> a strike on May 1 reflects the ex-

plosive feeling of the rank and -

file.against the Act and agamst
-the Tories.
“But a one day strike will not

- get rid of the Act or’the Tories.
~Commumst -Party are at- .-

tempting to ‘portray the mi--
_serable surrender of the TUC as

May 1 must be the start of a Ge-
neral Strike -to force this go-

vernment to resign so that a

Labour government .can be re-
turned and made to carry out so-
cialist policies.”’

Stalinists’ No-Strike Pledge
Strengthens Italian Fascists

BY FRED MUELLER

Italy’s three major trade
‘union organizations have de-
creed a no-strike period las-

- ting from April 24th to the ge-
 neral elections of May 7-8.
.+ Thisisa dangerous attempt on
the part of the union leaders to
appease the capltahst§ It can

“only strengthen the neo-Fascists :

as the voting approaches. .
The CGT: led by the Italian
- Communist Party has taken the
lead in this ‘maneuver, with the
- agreement of the Social:Demo-
“.-cratic and Catholic unions, The
. no-strike policy is part of the
Stalinists’ demonstration of their
- respectability «o the capitalists.
Another part is their msxstence

on the nght of free speech for the'
‘neo-Fascists.

Grovellmg before the liberal
capxtahsts will no more succeed
in defeatmg the Fascists than it

“did'in Germany, Italy and France

in the '1920’s and 1930's. In. re-

.- Sponse to the upsurge of struggle,

the capitalist parties are now
proposing national anti-strike le-
gislation for the. first time.

The New York Times cor-
respondent - writes sarcastically
‘from Rome:

“In Italy, where strikes have

long been a way of life, an unu- -

sual two week experiment
started today: Almost every man
is doing his job...While the no-
strike period lasts, Italians are
witnessing the rare spectacle of

sanitation men sweepmg the
streets, trains and buses running
on schedule. mailmen delivering
letters and workers going to their
factories...frequent * walkouts
have caused such dlsruption inin-

~dustry .and public services re-
~cently that many people have

taken to consultmg the daily
strike schedule in ‘the news-

“papers as routinely as_they look

up television programs. >

OFFENSIVE
The working class offensive is
continting. It has not been
stopped by the deepest recession
of the postwar period in Italy.
There are wildcat strikes taking

_ place in defiance of the union

leaders’ policies. °

German Chnshan Democraf Ieader Barzel (!eft with Kosygm)

is aiding

mentary maneuvers of the
capitalist parties and their
agents.

Even as the liberal capitalists
in the FDP openly join the CDU-
CSU offensive against the SPD
and the working class, Brandt
refuses to break with the
liberals. He proceeds,. instead,

Brandt's government against working class’ struggles.
well as determines the parlia-

to collaborate with Barzel and
CSU leader Franz-Josef Strauss,

Brandt fears new elections that
could.return the SPD to power in
its own right, and seeks to con-
tain the offensive of the working
class while the CDU-CSU
prepares for the attack. This has
been the crux of Brandt's policies
since coming to office.

Pompidou Wins
Empty Victory
In Referendum

. 'BY MELODY FARROW

The results of the April 23rd referendum in France on the
Common Market has dealt the Pompidou regime a major blow.
Three years after his election, Pompidou has lost virtually all

popular support.

‘While a little over 67 percent of
those who went to the polls voted
Yes to 32 percent No, 40 percent
of those eligible to vote abstained
or cast blank ballots. This was
the highest rate of abstention on
any referendum in French
history.

' In ~ the 1969 elections,
Pompidou and Poher together

. won 15 million votes on the first

round, -while in the Common
Market referendum their support
was reduced to 10 million.

The entire capitalist press has
openly called the whole referen-
dum a mistake. Le Monde stated
in their editorial: ‘‘The regime
was dealt a defeat on Sunday”
-and continued,

“The = referendum is an
exceptional procedure for ex-

-.ceptional times, it cannot be a
~habitual way of legislating.’”

Workers - belonging to the
‘Communist Party, the only ma-
jor working class party to call for
a No vote, solidly voted No.

But 20 percent of Socialist
Party voters, expressing their
'rejectnon not only- of Pompidou

but of the Common Market
joined CP workers in voting No.
The referendum also revealed

_a .tremendous turn by whole

layers of the petty bourgeoisie
away from Pompidou.

Huge numbers of exploited
agricultural workers, small shop-
keepers and sections of the urban
middie classes refused to vote.
Small businessmen organized by
the Cid Unati movement also
abstained.

On the eve of the referendum a
railway worker and member of
the Communist Party was
deliberately run down and killed
while pasting up CP posters for a
No vote. The driver of the car

~ was a member of the Gaullist

party and an officer in the
French Army. The same night
forty thugs attacked a group of
workers. Four of them are now
hospitalized in serious condition.

These attacks reveal that
behind the referendum, the
French ruling class is preparing
a vicious offensive against the
working class, to drive it down
and crush it under the heel of the
European monopolies.

anp;dou ( leff) desperaie]y canvassed France to win Cnmmon Mar-
ket referendum but 40% of workers abstained and many voted no.
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Key Towns Fall

To NLF As Saigon
Troops Collapse

BY DAVID NORTH

With the capture of the provincial capital of Quang Tri, the National
Liberation Front is on the verge of the greatest victory since the fall of Dien

Bien Phu.

The powerful thrust of the
NLF offensive has now des-
troyed the fighting capacity of
the ARVN. Among scenes of
panic and disorder, Saigon
-officers and infantrymen are
fleeing from the battle zones
along those roads not yet con-
trolled by the NLF.

Sensing that the end is near,
the wealthy inhabitants of the
beseiged provinces have
swamped air fields, bribing heli-
copter pilots to fly them to
safety.

As we go to press, it seems
likely that the NLF drive in the
Central Highlands will soon cut
South Vietnam in two. The
strategic city of Kontum is under
heavy assault. Pleiku, the main
military base of the United

States in the Central Highlands,

Further south, Anloc is still
_ trapped and the NLF tightened
its control of Route 1, which con-
nects Saigon and Phnom-penh.
Along the coastal areas, more
than half of Binhdinh Province is
under NLF control, and Bongson
and Tamquam have already
fallen.

The old imperial city of Hue is
virtually open to the NLF, as the
capture of Fire Base Bastogne
eliminated the main strategic
obstacle.

INSURRECTIONARY

The fighting in the South has
begun to take on an insurrec-
tionary character. A report
released by American intel-
ligence agencies noted the in-
creased activities of the Viet-
cong in those areas held by the
ARVN. The report expressed the

is threatened with capture. fear of an uprising in Danang.

Nixon's Vietnam Speech:
- A Web Of Lies To Cover

The speech delivered Wednesday evening by President Richard Nixen
had one main purpose: to try to deceive the American working class about
the history and current developments of the Vietnamese War. Few
speeches by an American president within recent memory have been filled
with so many out-and-out lies.The fundamental issue raised in this speech
is not Mr. Nixon’s personal honesty. His own disregard for the truth has
been noted many times before, even in the capitalist press.

Rather, it is the character of the regime that is exposed by Nixon's
speech. A government in crisis is represented, of necessity, by dema-
gogues and liars. Therefore, as the principal spokesman of a crisis-ridden
international system, President Nixon's deceitfulness reflects not per-
sonal shortcomings but the needs of the capitalist class, :

Nixon opened his speech with a recitation of his moves toward ending the
war since assuming office in 1969. He did not mention that the war was ac-
tually expanded during his Ad-
ministration. Both Cambodia and Laos
became new theaters of war as Ame-
rican troops financed and armed by this
government launched naked invasions.

Nixon went on to describe how he ‘“‘pa-
tiently continued with the Paris Talks”
but failed to say that he recalled the
American delegation from the nego§
tiations last month before the NLF of J0
fensive began.

DISTORTION

The prineipal distortion of history then @
followed: “Finally, three weeks ago, on =
Easter weekend, they mounted their
massive invasion of South Vietnam—in
violation of the treaties they had signed in 1954, and in violation of the un-
derstanding they had reached with President Johnson in 1968, when he
stopped the bombing of North Vietnam in return for arrangements which
included their pledge not to violate the DMZ.”

One cannof speak of an invasion by the North of the South unless one
overlooks the fact that Vietnam developed historically as a single country
until an artificial division was imposed at the 17th Parallel by the im-
perialists with aid of Stalinism.

Ho Chi Minh signed the agreements which established this division at the
Geneva Convention in 1954. The agreements held this division to be tem-
porary, pending the arrangement of elections that would determine the
political character of a reunified Vietnam. )

As he is quoted above, Nixon refers to the 1954 agreements. But he omits
the crucial fact that the United States government refused to sign the
Geneva agreements because Eisenhower would not permit an election to
be held in Vietnam, knowing full well that such an election would have re-
sulted in the overwhelming victory of Ho Chi Minh's party. Eisenhower in-
stalled the puppet Diem dictatorship and supplied it with an army to resist
unification.

LYING

Nixon. who was the Vice President when all these dirty decisions were
made, knows the true course of events. So, when he calls the NLF of-
fensive an “invasion” he is lying through his teeth.

There is another fact that Nizon refused to deal with last Wednesday.
And that is that the guerilla movement in the South has always been the
backbone of the NLF, and that its ranks have been recruited primarily

{Continued On Page 18}
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Imperialist Slaughter

The official North Vietnamese
radio declared Monday that,
“South and North Vietnam are
simply two zones of a unified
Vietnam territory. There is no
international border between
them and all Vietnamese have
the duty and right to defend Viet-
nam against the aggressor who
came 10,000 miles across the
ocean to invade our land.”

Only one week ago, in his
television speech, Richard Nixon
boasted that ‘‘Vietnamization

{Continued On Page 18)

Dockers Re

cops who tried to

Longshoremen picketing against Manhattan pier closure confront
break up  their

picket line.

ady For

Strike After Board

Rejects Pay

BY DAN FRIED
The Pay Board has decided to reject the East

Coast Longshoremen (ILA) wage increase which

was ratified last month in New York and other East

‘and Gulf Coast ports.

The decision to reduce the
estimated 14.9 percent wage-
fringe package by an unan-
nounced amount follows the
slashing of the West Coast
(ILWU) wage package from
16 percent to 10 percent by the
“0ld”’ Pay Board, which in-
cluded Meany and the other
labor leaders.

The Pay Board’s decision to
call the bluff of Gleason and
Bridges, thereby risking a strike,
is made out of the necessity of
the ruling class to drive back the
wages and conditions of the en-
tire labor movement,

Now, the ruling of the Pay
Board is clear—the mailed fist
comes down on all dockers with
equal weight! There is a danger
that Gleason and Bridges are still
looking for a way out, offering as
a possible excuse the threat of re-
newed government intervention
in the event of a sirike.

But they still must reckon with
the fact that, after months and
months of delay, followed by the
BEast Coast reduction, the
nation’s longshoremen may take
matters into their own hands,

ANGER

The reaction of rank and file
Checkers, at New York’s Green-
wich Street hiring hall, was
anger at both Gleason and Nixon.
One docker said: ““We have fo go
on strike. .1 think everybody
should go out, both the West and
the East. By ourselves we don't
have the power.” ‘‘Yes, tie up the
whole country,”” added another.

Most of the Checkers felt
strongly that united action was
needed, recalling how the lea-
dership of both unions allowed

scabbing against each other

during last fall's strikes and al-
lowed the diversion of cargo

through Canada to weaken the
strikes. .

The point was raised that
neither the government ncr the
Shippers wanted a strike, but
were counting on the leadexship
to prevent it. “There's going to
be a lot of trouble,” said one of
the men, when asked if he
thought the men would allow the
Pay Board to get away with this.

He stated that: “The working
man—and I'm not talking about
the leaders, or the re-
presentatives—is going fo say
something if this Pay Board
makes a cut.”

SOLD ouT

A younger man was angry over
the leadership and the contract.
He said: “I feel they sold us out
in the first place. The Checkers
especially—we never went for
this.

“‘They took the travelling time
away from us. The folls in Jersey
are supposed to go up now. The
men didn't want the PDO and
they told Gleason they didn't
want it but he still shoved it down
our throats. We're puppets.”

Another Checker - told the
Bulletin, in regard to the Pay
Board decision, that: “I think it
stinks. Want me to fell you
another thing? The only way you
are going to get anything in this
country is a complete re-
volution—all labor has got to go
out,

**A general strike like they had
in other countries. You got to
balance the cost of living with the
wage. and that’s the only way!”

“We're getting a decent wage
here, but vou have {o hold a side
job to get by.” another worker
joined in. -

The next man said: **But who's
going to fight it? That's the

hY

problem on the waterfront.”
When the Bulletin reporter spoke
about about the need for a new
union leadership he said: **Yeah.
We need a new leadership. How
do we get it? I think we need a
new leadership against the go-
vernment because all these par-
ties are full of it. Youneed a new
party.” ' ;
What- _was ~ expressed . in
discussion with the Checkers was
a growing political awareness, in
which the fight for a new lea-

. dership in the ILA raises a tre-
mendous interest in the labor

party and socialism.

ILA Pickets

Pier Closing

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
NEW YORK—State Supreme.
Court Justice Manuel A, Gomez

.has . signed - an order against

ILA Local 781 in Manhattan pro-
hibiting longshoremen from
“intimidating’" Transit Autho-
rity crews from turning Pier 57
into a bus garage.

Gomez also ordered three
Loeal 791 officers, President
Martin Delany, William Lynch
and William Hogan, to show
cause why they should not be held
in contempt for violating a
previous anti-picketing order,

The ILA is fighting a plan to
turn the former Grace Line piers
into a shelter for city busses.
This plan is part of the general
policy of running down the docks
and destroying longshore jobs.

The Supreme Court judge said
the ILA could conduct “‘informa-
tional" picketing, in other words,
stand by and let the Transit
Authority, the shippers, and
Rockefeller and Lindsay turn the
docks into a wasteland. The capi-
talist court system is being used"
to destroy the livelihoods of thou-
sands of longshoremen.
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1199 Opposition
Wins Big Vote
Against Davis

BY AN 1199 MEMBER

_ NEW YORK—The election in which Hospital Workers Local 1199 President
Leon Davis was challenged for the first time in the history of the union is now

completed.

In unofficial returns, Rank
and File Committeecandidate
“Fred Mazelis polled . nearly
1000 votes about seven per-
cent of the total. .-

Mazelis received  significant
support at some of the major
voluntary hospitals in New York,
including Beth Isrdel, Kings-
brook, Mount Sinai, and Monte-
fiore. At Kingsbrook he received
20 percent of the vote in the Guild
Division, :

At Columbia University the
Rank and File presidential candi-
date polled over 30 percent of the
vote, and he also received nearly
20 percent at Mount Sinai Hospi-
tal in Comnecticut and Helene
Fuld in Newark.

At Northfield Manor Nursing
Home in New Jersey the opposi-
‘tion received 45 of percent of the
vote. Mazelis also polled over 10

percent of the vote among union}y :

clerical staff. - .

At the same time Arnold Mar- .

shall, rank and file candidate for
Guild Organizer, rolled up an im-
pressive- total of more than 2000
'votes, runhing in a field of four
for three positions. The in-
cumbent organizers received
winning totals of about 3000-3500.
By comparison, the Rank and
~ File candidate in 1970 for this
.. same position polled 700 votes
- compared to about 2000 for the in-
cumbents. :

- PLATFORM
Mazelis and Marshall ran on a
platform calling for a 1972 con-
tract fight for a 50 percent in-
‘crease over-two years, full cost:

- Twin Cities S e b reoranae v 8
PICIII wages ROIIback : _.iintl?e?x“jobs ’alt?den;ogla;%g;d T

of living protection, four weeks

vacation and a 35 hour week for -

all workers, and protection of
jobs. through an end to'the job
freeze, a no layoff guarantee and
union. approval of changes in
working conditions.

With the beginning of nego-
tiations last week, the 1199
leadership finally announced the
official union demands. These
include a 15 percent increase ina
one year contiract, four weeks
vacation and the 35 hour week,
and improvements in sick leave,

Rank and File candidate
Fred Mazelis gave the Bulletin
the following statement on the

- contract negotiations:

““The official contract demands
completely ignore the burning
issue of job security, and put
forward for negotiations the

Nevertheless, the demands for 15

'

on protection of jobs and working

conditions  written into the |

contract.

““This will be a political fight
from the very beginning. We face
a vicious campaign by the
capitalist press and from Nixon
on down. Wallace is spear-
heading the attack on the unions
through his demagogic racist and
anti-labor campaign.

+ - ““The call for the building of a

labor party which was raised by
the Rank and File-Committee in
the election campaign is
-absolutely critical as we prepare
for our contract. There can be no
victory ‘without a struggle to
smash Nixon's wage controls for
good, and that means a fight for a
labor party. ~

Ozzie Edwards (above) was excluded from running on Hill slate
by Cohen on technicality. Hill

b

is calling for new elections.

pemnetens Right Wing Victory In SSEU

percent and for four weeks vaca-
‘tion and- 35 hours. express the

‘rock bottom: needs and aspira- o en s Door
tions of “thousands -of  hospital et it

workers and their.families.
‘“Hospital workers must be on
guard against all attempts to
impose. .a freeze on our real
wages as well as massive layoffs
and increased speedup. ‘‘The
election campaign was just the

" beginning of the fight we must

take up now against the attacks
of the employers -and . their
government. We must insist on
not a penny less than the 15
percent. We must insist on full
‘protection’ against -inflation in
this contract. And we must insist

BY ANINDUSTRIAL REPORTER.

MINNEAPOLIS—A showdown on both wages and quesfions'of :

' union security is facing 18,000 building trades workers in this
area with contract expirations of May 1.. - :

Dan Gustafson,  Minneapolis
Building Trades Council business
agent, has publicly stated that
the Council and its affiliates have
no plans, but" believe that the
contractors are trying:-to force a
strike to beat back much of the
gains made by the unions during
the boom of the 1950s and 1960s.

PAY BOARD :
Despite the break with the Pay
Board by the AFL-CIO and the
Auto. Workers, . Gustafson now
says that the unions are resigned
to staying within the Board’s 5.5
percent - guidelines. Along with-
other construction union leaders;
he -accepts the necessity for
"operating within Nixon’s
- Construction Industry “Stabili-
zation Committee, which paved
the way for the Pay Board. . -
Associated General - Contrac-
tors - (AGC) will be using. this
situation topush for all the
“concessions they can get: Recent
Minnesota AGC conventions have
.~ featured keynote speakers: who/
- .have demanded mass unem-

ployment in the building trades .
to break the power of the unions.
With -~ Nixon’s” slashing of

federally financed construction;

this mass unemployment in that
industry has come about. It is the
club the contractors intend to use
to roll back the wages.and condi-
tions of building tradesmen.
The trades .council leaders

- have still refused to -prepare

their members for strike action,
and have gone so far as to work
out an :agreement to continue:
work on the new city-county buil-
ding if a strike is called.

' INCREASE ~
.- To beat back the AGC’s offen- *
sive. construction workers must

build-a leadership in their unions
that will fight for a big wage in-
crease, a shorter work week, an
end of all collaboration with Nix-
on's boards and committees for
freezing ‘wages, and for the buil-
ding-of a-labor party in 1972 to
clear out Nixon and all the sup-
porters.of the wage freeze, both
the. Democrats. and the

: Republicans. :

NEW YORK~—The Social

For Mass Layoffs
BY AN SSEUMEMBER
Service Employees Union 371 (AFSCME) citywide

officers election held Friday April 28 was swept by the right-wing Cohen-Pinket

‘slate, who at last count had defeated the incumbent Hill leadership 4020 to 2660.

While 1067 challenged ballots remain to be counted, neither these nor the 278

votes cast for the Kaufma

tory.

The victory of Cohen now

_confronts the SSEU mem-

bership with "the greatest
danger. It stands as a green

-light to Lindsay to carry

through to completion the

.drive  to reorganize thou-

‘with planned layoffs.
Thousands of SSEU members
voted for Cohen in this election,
not. because they have the
slightest agreement with Cohen’s

reactionary  program, but be-
cause they were prepared tovote

for almost any alternative to Hill

after two years of inaction and

retreat before the city.

Cohen was able to ride to
wvictory -on the basis of a dema-
gogic campaign = which capi-
talized on Hill’s past record and

“took advantage of the fact that

Hill held back from waging
either a serious campaign of his

own or taking decisive dction in-

the last weeks of the .campaign
against the brital overwork safe-
ty crisis faced by the ranks.
However, = the
Cohen represents any kind of al-
ternative for the SSEU is paper

~thin and stands to be rapidly
shattered as the city moves in to.

deliver a new round of blows at

the union. Where . Cohen will
stand in the face of the city’s-

attack was in fact completely ex-
posed ‘at the membership mee-
ting of April 26 attended by over
700 members at Manhattan
center, ‘

At this meeting, Cohen led 400
of his supporters in a walkout

illusion _ that-

Stanley Hill

before the agenda point on the:

May. 1 layoff- of 50 SSEU mem-
bers in the Housing Development
Administration could come to the
floor. o

1 The critical question posed in
the aftermath of the SSEU elec-
tions is the construction of an al-
ternative to Cohen to stop him
“from carrying out the massive
“betrayals that he is preparing,
and to break the ranks from him
as his redl policies becorne more
and more exposed.

PROGRAM
This can only be done on the
basis of the program fought for
throughout the election by the
SSEU Committee for New Lea-
dership and upon which it gave
critical support to Hill. This

program, ‘which begins with the .

fight to prepare the union for
strike action on overwork
layoffs, posed with particular

sharpness the need for the SSEU -

n-Lowie slate are sufficient to re’-verse the Cohen vic-

to confront its crisis politically
by taking up the call for the
launching of a labor party in ’72.

The response this kind of a
fight can now gain in the ranks
was revealed at the April 26
meeting when a CNL resolution
on these policies and the labor

“party was nearly carried. It was

systematically opposed only by
the Communist Party once the
Cohen forces had walked out of
the meeting.

CNL -

In the ‘course of preparing to
build the CNL as the real al-
ternative to Cohen, the CNL
appeals in particular to Hill and
those active in his campaign that
they now break with those who
are advocating making peace

‘with Cohen and particularly

those like Vinnie Davis who ad-
vocated on April 26 that SSEU
members withdraw from the un-
ion. What is necessary now is
that they join with the CNL in
the fight to reverse the dan-
gerous situation created by this
election. . )
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Court Upholds
15% Pay Cut

For Medtcutters

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

BALTIMORE april 26—The decision by U.S. Court Judge
Blair to uphold the Pay Board ruling, which cuts the wage
increases for Baltimore Meatcutters Local 117 members from
22 percent to 7 percent, and to fine the union $2500 makes
it clear once and for all that Nixon and the courts are deter-
mined to stop at nothing less than the destruction of
the trade unions and the institution of governmient control of

wages.

All of the labor bureaucrats
who told labor to plead with the
courts to stop Nixon’s Pay Board
are now the ones who are respon-
sible for leaving the Meat-
cutters wide open for this attack
from the court.

In the opinion, Judge Blair
stated precisely what role the
courts will play in the war on the
unions: “'True, this may result in
hardships as the union says it
does here, but those hardships do
not amount to the deprivation of
constitutional rights.”

CONSTITUTION

In other words, courts can and
will bend the Constitution in any
fashion in order to protect big
business and its profits.

Jerry Menapace, President of
Local 117, in an interview with
the Bulletin, merely called for

further appeals to the courts and
union propaganda against high
meat prices at A&P super-
markets. He stated that the union
will probably appeal the decision
to both the Fourth Circuit Court
and to the three-judge appeal
panel of the Pay Board.

In addition, this week the local
will distribute 30,000 “informa-
tional leaflets’” against A&P as
well as beginning picketing in
selected A&P stores.

This *‘legal shakedown"’ cannot
be fought by Menapace's
consumeristic schemes. It was
the first case of the Pay Board
against any union and threatens
the right of all trade unions to
collective bargaining. Only a
political action by a united labor
mc:vement is capable of stopping

Workers picket outside Washington Metropolifan Transit which was meeting to discuss new fare increase.

Many workers

who protested were pensioners whoe could not afford the fare

increase.

Local 2431 Head Faces
Steel Ranks Rebellion

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

BOSTON—~An opposition is developing in steel to the leadership of the United Steel Workers of
America here. Impeachment proceedings brought by rank and file militants against the Pre-
sident of Local 2431 flow from the sharp struggles that have broken out recently in anticipation

of a new contract fight.

The focus of the struggle in
eastern Massachusetts is in the
fabrication plant of Market
Fords in Everett. The entire
local, also covering the plant in
nearby Wilmington, is in revolt
against the local leadership.

A militant, who is leading the
struggle and who was active in
the impeachment proceedmgs

it Was l.lke Mylai At Attica

what happened.

Headed by Robert McKay,
Dean of the New York Uni-
versity Law School, the Com-
mission was established by the
very same man, Governor
Rockefeller, who consciously or-
dered the state police to mas-
sacre the Aftica inmates.

Richard Clark, one of the
leaders of the Attica rebellion
‘read a statement last week for
the 80 prisoners who are now
jailed in a special section of
Attica for their role in the up-
rising. He explained why these
men refused to testify for the
Commission:

“The Commission is solidly
connected with the privileged
class which makes it a white-
wash group. It is under Go-
vernor Rockefeller's power and
influence and is attempting to fa-
bricate a facade for the go-
vernment’s criminal misdeeds,
and it is trying to make us scape-
goats for the penal system’s
monstrosities and in-
humanities.”

A state police film showed that
at the beginning of the assault, an
Army helicopter swooped over

‘the vard and gunned down eight
‘inmates and two hostages on the
icatwalk. A correction guard un-
Tion official said the inmates were
“mowed down like wheat.”

Special ammunition which
expands inside the body upon
penetration and one ounce
shotgun slugs that deliver
massive shocking power were
used, as well as 0«0 buckshot
shells which contain 12 huge
pellets and have a spraying
effect.

The expanding ammunition the
commission staff reported is not
used by the U. 8. military
because it causes ‘‘unneces-

sary human suffering.” But it

was used in Attica on the
basis that this was the only
ammunition *‘available’* for the
sniper guns which are usually
used for "‘hunting game.” The
one ounce shotgun slug is ge-
nerally used for “‘the reduction of
a cement wall to rubble.” -

Walter Dunbar, the executive
deputy for Russell Oswald, fer-
vently defended the role of the
state troops and told the panel
that the guards had exercized
“excellent self-discipline, ex-
cellent self-control, excellent re-
sponse to demands.”’

One of the few witnesses to
testifv on what happened after
the assault was a doctor from the

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER.
NEW YORK—The McKay Commission, which has been conducting interviews to *‘determine
the truth” about Attica, is a fraudulent and cynical whitewash to cover ap the real fruth about

National Guard whose tes-
timony was the exact opposite of
Dunbar's.

MEDICAL

He related how the medical
personnel weren't called until
over one half hour after the mas-
sacre and that then they had to
find the wounded themselves.

He described how one guard at-
tacked an inmate on a stretcher
with a screwdriver, ripping the
prisoner to ribbons. He said even
some  National  Guardsmen
became ‘‘nausecus’” at the sight
of the brutality. After this ex-

perience, he said, he could "un- -

derstand Mylai.”

told the Bulletin that: ‘‘One of
our biggest complaints is that the
leadership is making agree-
ments with the company that the
men never know about. They
come in with some rule or re-
gulation that was never written
into the contract.

“The company is now stopping
all possibility of advancement.
There used to be different grades
of jobs but now they are trying to
put everyone in as general as-
sembly workers.

“They just change the job titles
on us and wipe out the higher
skilled work such as electrical
wiring. Now that's elagsified un-
der general assembly work and
there’s a blanket wage scale.”

COMPLICIT

He told the Bulletin that the
president of the union was com-
plicit with the company’s attacks
on the workers. He said: “The
union president couldn’{ and
wouldn't give any definite
answers to the questions brought
in against him as to when the
mandate for this took place, who

- agreed to it and why it is being

enforced.

“They're eliminating our se-’

niority rights. I've been with the
company six years. They eli-
minated my title and gave me
four hours to pick a new job. if

Letters from Prison

Comrades.

We are profoundly apprecia-
tive that you have been taking an
interest in the prison struggle.
We wish to inform you that the
conditions here in Rikers are still
miserable and oppressive. And
hecause of this we are going on a
hunger strike to get our grie-
vances redressed.

We have decided to do this
because riots have proved to be
totally futile. The svstem will use
vicious methods of repression in
order to subdue us. The massacre
at Attica is a perfect example of
the American justice system at
work tJustice for the pri-
vileged} .-

The bmthers here are all

voung. ranging from the ages of

16 to 20 but we are also part of the
industrial reserve army in capi-
talist society. and we are also
cognizant of the oppression and

barefaced exploitation that the
working class is confronted with
by the lawless minority oli-

garchy.
As our comrades in the
“Tombs' so well expressed it,

“Many of us in prison have gone
bevond the reactionary concept
of the Lumpen. Our struggle is no
longer confined to the physical, it
has become ideological as
well,  (Bulletin March 27,
1972,) We have established
Marxist study groups with the
help of the “Tombs 7" and our
groups are expanding over the
entire Bastille. Many of our
brothers have reached a higher
level of struggle against this
dehumanizing bourgeois order of
things and its muscle of control
tprison).

We are very aware of who our
friends are. and who our enemies
are and have drawn a clear line

of demarcation between Op-
pressed and Oppressar. Our ap-
proach to problems is a dialecti-
cal one, linking theory with prac-
tice and avoiding subjectivism,
But we still do not know every-
thing and we are very eager to
learn more.

We would greatly appreciate it
if people outside of this “steel
and concrete” would furnish us
with information about Marxism,
Leninism and the present day
socialist movement.

About.our “hunger strike,” it
started April 21, 1972 and will
continue as long as necessary.
We hope that we can get the sup-
port of all people in society and
all brothers in concentration
camps. Our embrace to all those
oppressed by Capital.

Isabelle Auerbach Col iectzve
Rikers Island Pari
Tony Yazquez

the company agrees that I'm
qualified for that job,

*The whole body was really ag-
gravated at this last meeting be-
cause the president was evading
these issues of seniority and
layoffs. He told us that much of
the work is on a piece work basis.
They take the old day work rate
and make that the new piece -
work rate so they’ll get twice as
much work for the same pay.”

BARBARIC .

The resistance to these bar-
baric methods and conniving by
the company is tremendous.
“The company has a big push
before the end of the month to in-
crease productivity and make the
profit look good. They don’t give
you any overtime until just
before the end of the month then
they’ll give you all the overtime
you want. Well the men refuse to
work any overtime at all.”

The Bulletin asked about the
contract itself and the pos-
sibility of a strike. ‘““There de-
finitely will be a strike. T just
don’t know how long. A couple of
years ago we actnally lost pay
after the strike. The company of-
fered 24 cents an hour and during
the strike they added a little here
and took away some there.

He expressed his hostility to
Nixon when he said: “Who was
the guy who was impeached?
Andrew Johnson. Well, he looked
like a flower child compared to
Nixon. We should get rid of him.
That's what I say. I don't know
too much about McGovern,”” he
said.

When it was pointed out that =
MeGovern's stand on the wage
freeze was that it was too little

and too late, he said it was too

late, for big business. “I de-
finitely think the unions should
back a candidate whole-
heartedly, one who represents
the working man.

“Right now you have to declare
as a Hepublican or a Democrat
when you go to vote. If youhad a
labor party that would really
shock them, but yeu couldn't
have a labor party as I see it
without a whole general re-
volution. because big business
controls everything and they
have the money.

“1t would take a real re-
volution fo even get a labor party
but I think we have to have a can-
didate that really represents the
working man.”
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YWLL Must Confront
History Of Stalinism

The Second Convention of the Young Workers Liberation
League will occur during a period in which capifalism has
entered into its deepest crisis. Because of this, Stalinism,
which rests on the preservation of capitalism, takes on an
even more reactionary character. The perspective put
forward by the YWLL stands with the Communist Party, its
parent organization, and on the same history of Stalinism
which has led workers time and time again to defeat.

In the 1930’s, when capitalism was in crisis, it was only
through the help of the Communist Parties that capitalism
survived. in Germany, the policy of Stalin and the German
Communist Party paved the way for Hitler, by refusing fo
unite all the workers’ movements against the fascists on a
principled basis.

In Spain, the Stalinists completely defended the capi-
talist government through the Popular Front and phy-
sically aided in the murder of masses of workers. While
Mussolini and Hitler supported Franco with guns, men, and
airplanes, Stalin removed major aid fo the revoluhonary
workers.

In the U..S., the American labor movement responded
against the merciless attacks of the employers and the go-
vernment. Sections of the working class came forward to
call for a labor party. Stalinism played a particularly trea-
cherous role as the Communist Party united with “pro-
gressives” like Walter Reuther and fought against the call
for a Iabor party, throwing support behind Roosevelf.

Durmg this period, the fight for the working class based
on the principles of Marxism and Leninism was continued
by Trotsky. Only Trotskyism stood with the October Re-
volution against Stalinism. For this reason, Stalin con-
ducted a ruthless witch-hunt of all fhose connected with the
October Revolution.

The Moscow Trials of the 1930s served the purpose of eli-
minating all potential opposition as well as laying the foun-
dations for a world-wide terror campaign against the con-
scious opponents of the Stalinist bureaucracy, the Trot-
skyists. Stalin’s frame-up trials aftempted to convince the

~world that out of the 21 Central Committee members who
led the Russian Revoluytion, 14 of them were imperialist
spies. -

The Hungarian Revolufion in 1956 as well as the struggles

“movement against the Stalinist bureaucracy. -

The events of May-June 1968 in France exposed the role of
Stalinism today. After workers took over factories, waving
red flags, and banners of Lenin, the French CP handed the
‘working class to De Gaulle, refusing to mobilize the
workers to take power.

All of these betrayals were done to preserve the pn-
vileges of the bureaucracy in the Soviet Umon

Today the perspechves of the YWLL are those of Sfa-
“linism. On the trade unions the YWLL states: ““Where lea-
dership of the unionis progressive, such movements help to
build a base of support to progressive actions and ideas, and
help to move these leaders further to the left.’”

This is just a cover for not fighting the union bureaucracy

through the building of a labor party. It is the same support
to the “progressives’’ of the 1930‘s that is bemg repeated.

The YWLL perspechve for the ‘72 election states: /The

the electoral front~—the Communist Party candidacy, in-
dependent electoral activily outside the Democratic Party,
and independent activity within the Democrahc Party. "

It is this-dependence on the Democrahc Party which the
YWLL wants the working class to pursue. Wallace is emer-
ging, spearheading the attacks on the unions and youth,
from this very party in which the YWLL is building a youth
caucus, There is no such thing as. “independent activity
-within the Democratic Party’/.and this line will lead to the
defeat of the working class.

The task of the youth is to turn to the labor movement and
break it from the Democratic and Republican pariies. This
can only be done through the construction of a labor party
and a fight against Stalinism.:

We call the youth attending this convention fo demand a
| historical accounting with Stalinism. They must demand a
break with the Democratic Party which stands together
with Nixon to atfack the working class and youth in the in-
terests of big business.

The Young Socialists, basmg itself on the struggle of Trot-
skyism against Stalinism, is today building a revolutionary
- youth movement and fighting for the construction of a labor.
“party based on the unions and socialist policies.
This is. the only way forward in the flght to defeat capi-
i tal:sm

8 in Czechoslovakia in 1968 is proof of the hatred and growing ,

and not fighting for the independence-of the working class -

time requires the most serious work on all three levels of |
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Defeat
Bkiyn College JDL

BY DAVID WEISMAN

MAY 8, 1972

BROOKLYN—A victory for the working class and youth was won in Brooklyn
College last week as the Jewish Defense League was defeated in the college
elections. The Third World Federation, a coalition of Black, Latin and Asian or-
ganizations completely overran the fascist Jewish Defense League candidates
in the Student Government elections.

President and Vice Pre-
sident candidates Paul
Massas and Rolf Carter won
847 votes compared to their
next opponent’s 654.

This victory was achieved
despite continued attempts by
the JDL to sabotage the elec-

tions and whip up fears about &

dangers to “Jewish rights.”” At |

the same time it completely re-
pudiated the attempts by the
Young Socialist Alliance to por-
tray Brooklyn College students
as tied to the JDL.

Throughout the elections, it
was only the Workers League and
Young Socialists which led the
campaign against the JDL. Run-
ning on the Workers League
slate, with candidates for Pre-
sident and Representatives, the
YS exposed the tremendous
danger to the trade union move-
ment and youth that such or-
ganizations pose and cam-
paigned for a labor party. The Y§
and WL slates won over three
percent of the votes.

Three slates, the Alhgnment
Populist and United Student
Front appeared to be opposing
each other for seats, but a secret
Jewish Student Union, a coali-
tion of organizations dominated
by the JDL, leaflet proved the op-
posite,

The leaflet called for a vote for
students from each slate with a
completely.reactionary appeal to

Jewish nationalism: ‘‘Many can-

didates have no regard for
Jewish rights. The President of
the: Workers League, who, al-
though he himself is Jewish,
works against Jewish interests
and in the past has labelled JSU

‘fascist’.”

1t is significant that despxte the
YSA’s continual tailing of student
powerism, their slate came in
last. -At the same time, they
dropped their Presidential can-
didate in a completely li-
quidationist ‘move before the
Third. World Federation.

Despite . the victory of the
TWF, there was. a continual
retreat from: taking a stand

~ against the' JDL. When the JDL

originally ran last term, the YS
posed the dangers and urged the
Federation to run. They refused,
and at_ the same time gave no
support to YS candidates. .
When the JDL carried out the
exact policies the YS warned of,
attacking minority youth and
freezing money to the Third

World Edition newspaper, the fe-

deration could only issue a state-
ment in the college newspaper.
When the present elections
arose, it was only on the last day

of petitioning that a decision was -

made to run, under the tre-
mendous pressure of the mem-
bership.

The fight against the budget

~cuts and the JDL cannot be

carried out with nationalism on
the basis of the TWF. It can only
be fought on a class basis.

Speaker at Young Socialist rally calls on Brooklyn College students
to reject right-wing JDL and support YS program in school elections.

WL National Secretary
Speaks At Penn State

BY ABULLETIN
, REPORTER
University Park, Pa.—Tim Wohlforth, National Secretary
of the Workers League, spoke here on Thursday. His speech
centered on the 1972 elections and the fight for a labor party.

He pointed out that Wallace’s

‘ strong showing in the Penn-

sylvania primary and the break-
up of the Democratic Party are
reflections of - the deepening

* crisis in society caused by the
. breakup of the capitalists’

monetary system.

The Democrats since Roose-
velt have always sought to
compromise with the American
working class, but on August 15,
1971 Nixon announced the end of
the period of class compromise.
The ruling class is “‘willing to
physically destroy the working
class” as the hombings of Hanoi
and Haiphong have shown.

Wohlforth made a comparison
between the recent student strike
at Columbia and the UAW
convention held last week. The
students at Columbia reacted not
only against the Vietnam issue,

but also against the unemploy-

ment situation, budget cuts, and
the growth of the Wallace move-
ment. But, although these
protests took on a new content,
the student leaders relied on the
old methods of student

powerism.

At the UAW convention, Wood-
cock, feeling the pressure of the
rank and file, could not invite a
Democratic presidential candi-
date to speak but instead invited
the leader of the NDP, the Cana-
dian labor party. It was also the
pressure of the rank and file that
cost Paul Schrade the election.

LABOR PARTY

. It is in this period, when the
labor party in this country can be
built, when the workers are
seeking a new leadership, that
the youth must turn to the
working class and take up the
fight for Marxism through
construction of a youth move-
ment fighting to build the labor
party.

The students at the meeting
saw the first showing of the
Young Socialists’ film. Almost
$20 was collected for the Bulletin
fund drive and students signed up
for a car pool to attend the YS
May Day meeting in New York
City.
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Assembly Bill To
~ Bar Diplomas Of
Militant Youth

BY KIKI MENDEZ
NEW YORK—On Wednesday April 12 the State

Assembly gave approval to a bill requiring students
to pass citizenship in order to graduate.

e

\

East New York YS defeated Brownsville YS to become Brookiyn basketball champs,

YWLL LEADERS FEAR YOUTH

The draft resolution of the Young Workers Liberation League, prepared for the Second Na-
tional Convention, contains guarded references to intense factional disputes within the or-
ganization. In spite of the careful tone of the document, it is impossible for the leadership of the
Communist Party and YWLL to cover up the crisis situation that has developed within the youth

movement.
As the working class moves to
defend itself against the attacks
_of the crisis-ridden capitalist
class, the Stalinist bu-
reaucracies are thrown into di-
sarray. Not because of their poli-
cies but because they advertise
themselves as the disciples of
Lenin and October, the CP and
the YWLL in particular contain
elements that are truly seeking a
revolutionary road.

These elements challenge the
attempt of the apparatus to
channel the movement of the
working class into the liberal sec-
tions of the capitalist parties. Of
course, the CP and the YWLL at-

tempt to suppress the militant
youth who did not declare them-
selves communists in order to
" support George McGovern.

The fight of the apparatus
against the militant youth is what
lies behind the draft resolution’s
condemnation of ‘‘sec-
tarianism.”’

‘“The key weakness is sec-
tarianism in the ranks of the or-
ganization,’' states the re-
solution. Criticizing the re-
luctant participation of some
YWLLers in the peace move-
ments, the resolution notes that
“too many in our ranks still see
only its negative aspects: ‘It is

Spartacist Group Joins
Protest Frenzy At BU

BY PAT CONNOLLY
BOSTON—The whole character of the Spartacist
League is dominated by the fact that they broke
from the Fourth International on the basis of petty
bourgeois radicalism. Today they can only carry out
this perspective to its logic of capitulation to Sta-
linism and attempts to cover up for the Stalinists -

and revisionists.

In a series of lengthy leaf-
lets issued at Boston Uni-
versity and in an article in the
current issue of their “RCY
Newsletter’” Spartacist tries
to provide a “‘working class
cover’’ to the rotten role they
have played in the student
strikes in the past weeks
where they have lined up with
PL-SDS and the YSA in main-
taining student protest and
radicalism.

They begin with student power,
stating that “'students have hurt
imperialism seriously” by for-
cing ROTC off campus but they
go on to say that students cannot
defend these gains alone.

“*Radical students must link up
their struggles to the broader
social struggles between capital
and labor. Only the working class
has the social power to end im-
perialist war.”” Their main per-
spective has been the formation
of work steppage commitiees to
extend the student protest “fo

the working class by raising
demands to turn students toward

left-wing and anti-war groups in
the unions.”

Behind this lies the conception
shared by the SWP and the YSA,
that revolution is a question of
bringing together all of the
protest movements of the middle
class and then adding the
working class to give social
“weight'” which can pregsure
capitalism inte making certain
reforms. .

What they try to do is bring the
working class into the protfest
movement to tie it to the middle
class and prevent it from es-
tablishing political
dependence in the fight to des-
troy capitalism.

According to the Spartacist
newsletter they “sharply attack
the illusion that student actions
by themselves can end the war.””
But Spartacist not only voted for
a completely reactionary and
abortive strike at Boston Uni-
versity, but participated with the
Stalinists in the brief. frenzied
and absolutely impotent seizure
of the Administration Building at
BU last week.

in-

y oy

led by middle-class people.

A revealing admission.
Elements within the YWLL have
made a sharp class criticism of
the principle thrust behind Sta-
linist policies—that it seeks to tie
the working class to capitalism
via middle class protest move-
ments.

The resolution goes on: “We
have not played an active role in
involving religious youth, liberal
vouth and social and cultural
youth groups in the movement to
free Angela. In some cases we
have even retreated and with-
drawn after significant other
forces have become involved.”
In other words, it seems that
YWLLers have openly expressed
their disgust with the attempt of
the leadership to pollute a
working class struggle with mid-
dle class riff-raff.

Perhaps the sharpest ex-
pression of the hostility that ex-
ists within the YWLL to the bu-
reaucratic apparatus of the CP
came out in the following com-
ment: “The Young Workers Li-
beration League is not the van-
guard of the working class, The
Communist Party, U. 8. A, is.
Trying to substitute ourselves for
the Party is an incorrect, youth
vanguardist approach.”

FEAR *

The fear of the turn of the
working class youth to theory is
very strong within the lea-
dership of the CP and YWLL.
Because it does not have the re-
sources of the state behind it, the
leadership cannot censor and ex-
purgate the Marxist classics. But
it can make the following
comment:

*In many areas we seem intent
on building a ‘pure’League, Too
many branches require spartan-
type discipline, a willingness to
study just about every major
work by Marx and Lenin, ete.
Furthermore. the long mee-

tings, with long agendas, also |

raise the standards of patience
for remaining in the League.”

What the CP and the YWLL
call “‘sectarianism™ is the
attempt to turn to the working
class and Marxism.

Those vouth within the YWLL
against whom the resolution is
directed can take forward their
struggle only on the basis of a
straggle against Stalinism.

The bill specified that the
requirement of citizenship, in
addition to passing all requi-
red credits, ‘‘is the only way
of dealing with unruly
students.”

The bill, which passed by a
vote of 101 to 19, occurs at a time
when the working class is being
attacked viciously by the govern-
ment. The school budget has been
cut drastically, forcing youth to
learn under miserable condi-
tions and receive the most inade-
quate education.

This bill is part of Nixon's
witch-hunt against the working
class. It is an attempt by the
government to suppress the mili-
tancy of the youth, now that
youth are fighting against these
conditions and grasping for
Marxism. Nixon now finds it
necessary to do away with the
leaders waging this struggle.

The government knows that
school administrations will use
this as a means to prevent any
political activities in the school.
This is aimed at all students who

are taking up any kind of fight
against the attacks of the govern-
ment. )

The withholding of diplomas
and suspensions of students have
been used in the past in dealing
with militants. The legalizing of
this action means that these at-
tacks are openly encouraged by
the government. ]

At Jefferson High School in
Brooklyn the administration has
a history of suspending radicals
and spreading lies about left-
wing clubs to scare the students.
Lately the administration has
waged full-scale attacks on the
Young Socialists. They have
prevented the selling of Marxist
literature and have sabotaged all
of our fund raising activities,

The Leadership class, agents of

the administration, are allowed
to sell the New York Times and
Daily News. These papers are
responsible for whipping up a
racist hysteria against students,
youth, and the entire working
class, and support the type of
legislation that was passed.

Transit Cop Murders Youth
For Smoking In Subway

BY NANCY VASQUEZ
NEW YORK—A wouth
around the age of 18 was shot
and killed at an IRT subway
station on 149th and 3rd Ave-

nue in the Bronx on Monday,

April 24. :

There is a discrepancy in the
reports given by two major New
York papers about this incident.
The Daily News stated that the
youth was stopped for smoking a
c.garette, searched and found
with a butcher knife. Frigh-
tened, the youth began to run and
Transit patrolman Leon Wexler
fired five shots until the youth
was dead.

However, the New York Post
reported that the youth was
asked to put out his cigaretie.
The youth did this and began to
run, then the transit patrolman
shot him.

The vagueness and disa-

greement in these two reports is
no accident. The government is
preparing a very sharp offensive
against the youth. It intends to do
all that is necessary to try to
maintain the dying capitalist
system. -

In this period of tremendous
crisis, the government has to
come forward with the most bla-
tant attacks onall those who seek
to fight back against the attacks
of capitalism. That is why J.
Edgar Hoover has proposed that
the juvenile delinquency age be
dropped to fifteen years old,
which means that the youth will
be treated and sentenced as
adults.

The rulers and their press fear
the turn of sections of youth
towards Marxism, as the move-
ment of the working class now
challenges the very existence of
capitalism.

[CONFERENCES OF
REVOLUTIONARY

YOUTH
ST. LOUIS

10 ALM.

Contribution: $1.50

DETROIT

Saturday, May 20
10 A.M. -
Hilberry Lounge
UCB

 Saturday, May 13th
' Sheldon Memorial (4th Floor Hall)

3648 Washington, St. Louis
For Information Call; 314-351-8520

- Wayne State University Coniribution: $1.50
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Unions Must Act
To Stop Wallace!

The American labor movement must stop -
Wallace. Wallace’s gains in the primaries from Flo-
rida to the northern industrial states of Penn-
sylvania to Indiana now raise the gravest dangers to
the future existence of the trade unions.

On August 15th Nixon, speaking for the big cor-
porations and the banks, declared war on the
working class. Nixon set up the Pay Board to slash
wages and to destroy the unions.

With a stroie of the pen contracts won by millions
of workers were ripped up destroying the basic right
to collective bargaining. Nixon has deliberately
created unemployment to break the unions.

While workers are forced into poverty, the bloated
profits of the corporations swell. Plants are closing
throwing millions who have worked all their lives
out while those who remain are forced to work at
backbreaking speed, At the same time Nixon opens
mass genocide against the Vietnamese workers and
peasants.

Where does Wallace
said about this?

What Nixon is attempting to do with the Pay
Board nationally to destroy the unions, Wallace has
done in Alabama. This is where the open shop is en-
~dorsed by Wallace’s state apparatus through the

“right to work’’ law. This is where wages are a third
to a half what they are in New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania. This is where masses of workers live in
abject poverty, the worst housing, the highest un-
employment and the lowest wages. :

- This is Wallace’s program for all workers. This is
what the capitalist class is preparing for the entire
working class. B .

Wallace has received the votes of thousands of
~workers and trade unionists. He has carefully
planned his demagogy for this 1972 election talking

- about inflation, taxes and jobs to pit the frustration
of sections of workers with the brutal attacks on
their living standards and jobs and with the Demo-

cratic Party in a completely reactionary di-

rection. : o o

This dangerous -development lies with _the
trade unjon bureaucracy’s criminal® collaboration
- with the Democratic Party. o ' B
~ There is only one alternative to Wallace, to break
with the Democratic and Republican parties who
stand in defense of big business and the profit
“system. S ‘

The only alternative is the construction of a labor
‘party, a party organized by and for the interests of'
the working people, trade unionists, youth, students
‘and minority people. o R N

of this party is now the question of

stand on this? What has he

The building
the hour.

Editors Notebook

Beyond

It was a quiet Saturday night in _jpnocent affair, one of hundreds

Lorain, Ohio a few weeks back.
Having worked in the steel plant
all week, some nien were re-
. laxing at the United Polish Club.
~Suddenly -a’ group of police

officers headed by the Chief of -
Police burst in 'snatching up. .

cards, money and asking the men
to-empty their pockets. When
some of them asked what the
raid- was all about, they were
dragged-off and thrown into jail.
. " As the Lorain Labor Leader put

it the next week: ‘“The party
guests “were  shocked. They
“couldn’t believe “the- ridiculous
- thing ‘they ‘were witnessing: An

which- are held in our city every

‘year. A get-together of -adult :

men, quaffing their favorite be-.
verage and indulging in: ex-

‘tremely low-stake penny-ante

card games."”

For this the men were thrown

~in.jail. But. the cops, self-sa-

tisfied with their defense of “law

“and:order,”” that is, harassment

of the working eclass, were
blasted the next week in a front
page article in the Lorain Labor
Leader. ‘

‘Every member of the raiding

‘party, which the Leader said ‘‘re- .
“sembled a. group “of pompous,. -

i\«\sé\nai?\-“h

. bu”“vﬁ—o—f

“Hello, Leonid? Look, we're in a little bit of a jam...”

Some weeks bhack we noted the in-
terest the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation was showing in the Workers
League and the Young Socialists.
"Agents on the East Coast had visited
the Workers League offices seeking
to link us to the murder of a copin the
East Village, while agents on the
West Coast harassed the founding

conference of the Young Socialists,

Now Victor Riesel, nationally syndi-
cated anti-labor columnist, has taken
up where the FBI left off. :
Under the title ““Youths Import
French Style Violence,” Riesel has

devoted a whole article to the most

vicious lying slanders of the Workers

League and Young Socialists. Its only
purpose can be to. lay a basis for
government prosecution of the
League. Since the only source men-

* tioned in the article for ‘any of the

“information’ contained in it is the
FBI, we have  reason to sur-

mise that this is the source for -

all of it. If this is the case,
then Riesel exposes very clearly
the methods of the FBI.

Let us. remember exactly who
Victor Riesel is. Riesel is an extreme
right-wing columnist who has made

~his living off of slandering the labor
-movement in the pay of the large’

newspapers. He is thoroughly anti-
labor, using his occasional expose of
labor corruption in order to attack

.the trade union movement itself.

Clearly his slanderous attacks on the
Workers League are inspired by his
fear of the development of Marxism
among working class
youth—especially his fear that Marx-
ism can now be taken by the youth
into the trade unions themselves.
The column begins by stating that:
““the newest “in’ thing is French type
violence.” Then follows a whole list
of “‘ultra” groups in France variously
labelled “‘nonviolent Trotskyite,”’

The Call Of Duty
frozen faced coolies, deserves a
suitable citation for their out-
standing. demonstration of. bra-
very -beyond the call of duty—a
mink toilet seat they can proudly

~wear around their red necks the

next time they raid a pinochle

-gaime at the Golden Age Clubor a

whist game at the YWCA.”
. As the editorial in the Leader

* putsit, in relation to the abuses

directed against labor while ITT
and Nixon’s officials like Klein--
dienst are allowed to.go scet
free:

“No~ wonder people’s con-

fidence in government is at anall”

time: Tow!t!!”

" What we ik
What Is Riesel Afraid Of?

“Maoist Trotskyite,””  ‘‘anarchist,’
etc. Needless to say, the Workers
League has no connections of any sort
with any of these groups, some of
which we have never even heard of.
Next he lists “the Ligue Commu-
niste which is the Trotskyite global
Fourth International dedicated to
violent world revelution. It is part of
the tough united front of street ac-
tionists, factory raiders and riot
specialists.”’ Ligue Communiste,
whose positions are completely slan-
dered by Riesel, is part of the United
Secretariat. As any regular reader of
the Bulletin knows, we consider it
a completely revisionist formation,

and havé no relations with it whatso-

ever, .

Following all this Riesel starts in:
““They are part of an international
committee—and are as good a star-

_ting pad as any for import reports on

revolutionary styles.” From what
follows, Riesel seems to be referring
to the Workers league as *‘they” and
the ‘‘international committee”
referred to could be the Interna-
tional Committee of the Fourth
International. The Workers League is
in political solidarity with the
International Committee. The
International Committee, however,
has no relations of any kind with any
of the French groups mentioned and
has conducted the sharpest polemics
especially with the Ligue Commu-
niste. Further, at its recent Fourth
Conference, the IC passed a special
resolution condemning terrorism and
specifically attacking the policies of
the ERP of Argentina. .

Finally, Riesel gets around to men-
tioning the Workers League directly.
He notes that it originated in a split
from the Socialist Workers' Party,
that it was originally called the
American Committee for (he says
“of’) the Fourth International, that
that the Workers League has *‘cells”’
in various cities, a “small pad” in
San Francisco, etc. Reference is then
made to the Weathermen, who it is
claimed, no ene took seriously “until
bursting bombs proved them to be
quite a serious matter.” )

Next Riesel reports, “They have
money. They operate a network of
small but active cell-like offices right
across the land from New York's
West Side to San Francisco. They
publish a weekly 20 page tabloid
edged with revolutionary phraseo-
logy. No one on the outside appears to
know whence the money comes.”

Is Riesel suggesting that we, the
most consistent enemies of
Stalinism, are receiving Moscow or
Peking gold? As readers of the
Bulletin know, we finance our acti-
vities through the sale of our paper,
literature and special fund appeals

_during which members and sup-

porters of the Workers League contri-
‘bute ‘morey because of their political

understanding of the necessity te
construct a revolutionary party in the
United States.

Next we are accused of advocating
terrorism. ‘‘They write enviously of
the young Maoist who was killed re-
cently by a guard outside the Pari-
sian Renault Plant. And they talk,
when in their headquarters, of the
revolutionary peoples’ ‘armies’ such
as the Trotskyite People's Revolu-
tionary Army which ‘executed’ the 56
year old Fiat general manager, Ober-
dan Sallustro, in a Buenos Aires
hideaway. They talk of the kid-
napping of a Renault executive in a
Paris suburb. And there is no
bravado. They are ultras.”

As we have stated on many
occasions, we ' are completely
opposed to the methods of ter-
rorism, because this substitutes
the individual act for the
development of the working class.
We hold terrorism to be the
other side of the coin of re-
formist opportunism. When we
talk, whether in our headquarters or
anywhere else, of the Argentine
ERP, it is to attack their methods
and to criticize their bankrupt poli-
tical and theoretical position.

Finally Riesel gets to what really
worries him, and no doubt his friends
in the government, about the
Workers League. He notes fhat we
are ‘‘now building a ‘Young So-
cialist’ movement’’ and that we
“‘seek out inmates who have been ‘at-
tending’ daily revolutionary classes
in the major prisons.”” Then follows,
“The ‘vltras’ send their cadres into
the longshoremen’s districts on both
coasts, into garment union meetings,
and whip up taxi union rallies into a
frenzy, for example. They roam the
streets of the capital. They're ori New
York’s docks close by their Eastarn
headquarters. They have a San
Francisco -office which covers the
East Bay area. And they work with
ultras of the Weathermen at the
Universities of Toronto and
Montreal.” '

Our last *‘roaming” of the streets
of the capital was the anti-war marech
there a year ago April when quite a
few others were also roaming. We
have never worked with the Weather-
men and were completely hostile to
this formation from its inception. In
fact we do not even have a branch in
Toronto.

We do, however, admit {o entering
longshoremen’s ‘‘districts’’ and
tighting to build an opposition to the
sellout policies of the union leader-
ships which are paving the way to the
destruction of hundreds of thousands
of jobs. We are active in the trade
unions and among youth. We will
become more active. It is this and
this alone which now worries Riesel
and his employers.
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THE EVENTS WHICH cul-
minated in the Haymarket
Square bombing on the night of
May 4, 1886 are the chronicle of
the birth of the American labor
movement.

This chronicle does not reveal
a relationship of peaceful coex-
istence and mutual co-
operation between the working
class and the employers.
Rather, what is exposed is that
from its very inception, the
laber movement was involved
in a bitter, violent struggle
against the capitalists.

Contrary to the mythology of the
bourgeois historians who ruminate
that the working class was handed all
its rights by the benevolence of
American democracy, not one gain
was made without the bloodshed and
deaths of countless workers.

The vicious attack by the capitalists on
working class fighters, following the Hay-
market Square incident, touched off the
spark of class-conscious unity among the
proletariat of the entire world. Mass de-
monstrations were held internationally in
solidarity with the victims of capitalist
persecution. Since 1886, the com-
memaoration of the men of Haymarket has
been a call to battle for the international
working class. May Day is celebrated
throughout the world in defiance of the
Haymarket executioners: the capitalist
class.

On this day, the workers of the world de-
monsirate {o international capitalism that
the latter’s aims have been defeated.
While the ruling class may have suc-
ceeded in murdering workers' leaders, the
cause of those leaders is alive and fighting
towards victory today. )

However, the victory of the in-
ternational working class is not auto-
matically insured. Thus, it is eritical now,
at this stage in the development of the
class struggle, to go back inte the history
of that development and bring forward the
rich lessons of that history.

The groping towards elementary class-
-consciousness, the beginning of united
battles against the capitalists, the de-

velopment of the organized trade union
movement—its strengths and weak-
nesses, the development of the eight-hour
day movement, all must be understood in
order to prepare the working class and the
vouth for the tasks which must be carried
out today.

The development of the American labor
movement must be placed in an in-
ternational perspective in order to un-
derstand both its philosophical and or-
ganizational roots. These international de-
velopments must be examined from the
point of view of their objective effects on

the two class opposites: the ruling class -

and the working class.

The vicious executions of the Hay-
market martyrs by the ruling class cannot
be understood in the abstract. What un-
leashed the tremendous panic of the bour-
geoisie in 18867

What were the forces that led to the es-
tablishment of such a powerful eight-hour
day movement that the capitalists, in ab-
solute fear, rushed fo summon all the
forces of their state to halt the forward
march of the workers and smash up their
organizations?

What were the basic contradictions
within the American labor movemnent?
The seeds for the contradictory de-
velopment of that movement were planted
at its origin and were fertilized through-
out this early period.

Today, these seeds have fully ger-
minated and are firmly rooted in the
movement so thai, while the American
working class is the most powerful in the
world, it is also the most politically back-
ward. The latter poses the gravest danger
to the fate of the international pro-
letarial.

If the victery of the working class is to
be insured, this contradiction must be
overcome. This is the task posed to the re-
volutionary party today and it can only be
accomplished if the party is firmly rooted
in an understanding of the lessons of
labor’s struggle. .

The development of capitalism es-
tablished the world market and the inter-
dependency of the capitalist class of each
nation upon each other for the de-
velopment of commerce. The need for a
constantly expanding market for its pro-
ducts” produced the international cha-
racter of the capitalist system.

As Marx said:

“‘The bourgeoisie has through its ex-
ploitation of the world market given a cos-

mopolitan character to production and
consumption in every country. It has
drawn from under the feet of industry the
national ground on which it stood.”

Just as capitalism created a set of coin-
ciding interests among the international

' ruling class, 50 too did it produce the cir-

cumstances for the international unity of
the working class. The phenomena of im-
migration from the economically back-
ward countries to the newly developing
ones heightened this unity,

Lenin analyzed this when he was en-
gaged in the fight to develop an in-
ternational, proletarian. revolutionary
movement. He said: S

“*Advanced capitalism drags them (the
workers} forcibly into orbit, tears them
out of the backwoods in which they live,
makes them participants in the world-his-
torical movement and brings them face to

face with the powerful, united in-

ternational class of factory owners.”

The first political movement among the
working class in the U.S. was launched in
1869 based on these principles of pro-
letarian internationalism. The In-
ternational Workingmen’s ~Association,
led by the German immigrant F. 4. Sorge,
was the official American section of the
First International. :

Although isolated from the great mass
of workers, the Association did contribute
to the struggle for class-consciousness
among them. Thas. the heroic experience
of the Paris Commune, where the workers
actually became masters of the situation
and power passed into the hands of the
proletariat, was transmitted to the still
isolated, weak American working class.

The political lessons of the Commune
and the spirit of the Communards were ab-
sorbed by the workers as they began their
march toward confrontation with the capi-
talists. The Commune provided the im-
petus for the growth and widespread ac-
ceptance of socialist ideas that would, in a
few years, crystalize into cohesive poli-
tical movements.

The growth of socialism was to be
further enhanced by another in-
ternational development: that was, the
anti-socialist decree of 1878 issued by Bis-
marck. Hundreds of frained socialist
fighters were forced to emigrate from
Germany to the U, 8. Many of them were
to play leading roles in the growth of the
labor movement. - :

Of course, the Paris experience was not

 ignored by the employers either. They

Nancy Fields

began to introduce every conceivable
measure of répression to ensure that the
workers would not be able to unite around
@ common program or in a common or-

anization, o . .
g‘l’ne ruing class reigned with the iron

fist of dictatorship through fear over the
workers at the time when that class was -
beginning to understand its objective si--
tuation and its need to organize as a class.
The early labor organizations were
formed as secret societies, most of whose
activities had little effect on the living -
standards of the average worker. :

Thus, although the Noble Order of the
Knights of Labor was founded in 1869, it:
existed as an isolated, fraternal, secret
brotherhood until 1881, when it was made
public.

However, even in this formative and ex-
tremely dangerous period, there emerged. -
one organization which was determined to
meet the vicious repressions of the em-
ployers head-on. They were the Molly Ma- -
guires, a secret miners’ society in the an-
thracite region of Pennsylvania. ,

They had been forced out of Ireland by
the government in the late 1850’s -and
settled in the mining region here. They
were officlally chartered in Pennsylvania
under the name of ““The Ancient Order of -
Hibernians,”

The deplorable working conditions in the
mines were unparalled in any other in-
dustry. The employers guaranteed their
maximum profit by paying the miners by
the cubic yard, car, or ton and, of course, -
they themselves ran the weighing and
measuring of the workers’ labor. X

Furthermore, there were no safety re-
gulations and cave-ins, entombing hun-
dreds of men, were constant occurrences.
In addition, the coal dust fumes produced
hundreds of fatalities, and left thousands
more half dead, annually. '

The only motivating concern of the em-
ployers was coal and more coal. They
were aided in this total disregard for
human life by the fact that immigrants
were arriving by the thousands every
week: all in desperate need of any job.

These objective circumstances created

the conditions for the growth of a toughor-,

ganization like the Mollies. They operated
on fwo fronts: i i

one, underground with -
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illegal methods; the other, official with
acceptable methods.

- Their open organization, the Miners’ and
Laborers’ Benevolent Association led a
long, bitter strike-of miners for higher
wages and decent working conditions in
1874-1875. At the same time, they built a
political apparatus which acquired a tre-
mendous amount of political power. They
controlled the entire county of Schuylkill
which was composed of 600 communities
with a population in the tens of thousands.

By 1874, the Mollies were at their height.
They had several thousand lodges through-
out Pennsylvania with a central executive
body. They were also gaining con-
siderabie strength in West Virginia.

At this point, the capitalists, who had

made a temporary retreat in order to con-
solidate their forces and plan their stra-
tegy, began their onslaught to smash the
Mollies. In their action, the ruling class
was given one advantage—an advantage
the  Mollies themselves had con-
structed.

This advantage was the underground
aspect of the Maguire organization. It had
functioned through drastic means when it
had been deemed as necessary against a
particularly brutal employer. These
methods of isolated, individualistic acts,
cut off from a firm organizational struc-

- ture, made them vulnerable to police in-

filtration. Through this infiltration, the

employers were able to arrest all the
leaders.

Once arrested, the leaders were dealt
with in a rapid manner by bourgeois
justice. While there was a minimal at-
tention paid to the formalities of a trial,
the outcome was determined from the
“outset. The state merely produced one wit-
ness against them, a Pinkerton detective,
who subsequently was the star witness in
numerous other labor cases. :

-Ten of the leaders were executed in 1872
and several others received long term
prison’ sentences. Nevertheless, their
movement signified the beginning of soli-

- darity and class consciousness among the

workers. Their spirit and determination
carried on after them, and;, as Eugene
Debs said of them:

“They were labor leaders, the first
martyrs to the class struggle in the United
States.” \

Following the break-up of the Mollies,
the vast majority of workers were un-
- organized, leaderless, and isolated. How-

“ever, the objective crisis of capitalism'

drove them forward to begin exerting
their collective strength, in spite of their
generally unorganized form and the fierce
-competition of the labor market which
made class solidarity extremely difficult.
. The conditions for the mass uprisings of
the 1870’s grew out of the Panic and De-
pression which began in 1873 and lasted
until 1879, .
The Depression had heen caused by the
complete, naked greed of the capitalists
coupled with the utterly fraudulent
methods they employed to satisfy this
- -greed. The extent of the corruption was so
- great that a Congressional Committee was
forced to begin an investigation.
- This . investigation of the Credit Mo-
bilizer" Scandals revealed widespread
fraud in railroad construction: a fraud

perpetrated by a conspiracy of Congress- }

men and corporate heads.
Samuel Yellen describes the details of
the ‘operation: , ~ v
... “‘By means of fake companies, improper
consolidations, premium bonds and cer-
tificates, stock dividends, and other fi-
nancial maneuvers, the railroads bad suc-

ceeded in erecting tremendous capi- ‘

talizations, as much as seven-ninths
water, upon which they demanded their
‘just and reasonable dividends.’

These revelations precipitated the capi-

talists’ panic. Creditors demanded their -

funds at railroad offices and banks. The
largest financial house in the U.S. closed
in bankruptcy in September because of
overinvestment in. the Northern Pacific
Railroad.

- The Depression created conditions of
abject poverty, massive unemployment,
starvation and homelessness for the ma-
jority of the working class. At the same

time, the real wages of those still em-

ployed were cut in half. Furthermore, the
few trade unions which had existed were
virtually wiped out because no one could

“~afford dues.

- The situation in New York City alone
-’provides a elear, brutal picture of the de-

“i." vasting conditions which faced the entire

working class. The trade union mem-
bership dropped from 45,000 to 5,000. In 11
trade unions, only 5,950 men were em-
ployed, while 20,250 men had been laid off.
The recorded total of those unemployed
was 111,000. During that winter, tens of
thousands starved to death. Thousands
more were living on as little as 70 cents
per week. '

-Hundreds of mass meetings of the
unemployed were held. Reacting with tre-
mendous fear at the thought of these
unemployed workers joining together, the
capitalists unleashed their forces of vio-
lence to savagely attack those in at-
tendance.

The ruthless spirit of the employers and

their complacent smugness during this

period was most glaringly revealed in a
statement by Jay Gould, the railroad mag-
nate, when he remarked that:

“I can hire one half of the working class
to kill the other half.”

Unemployment was so great that
those workers who had jobs were forced to
put up with the most-~abominable con-
ditions.  Or, at least, that was the as-
sumption the employers proceeded under.

But, by 1877, the class struggle, which

had been smouldering for four years, had
reached the inflammable point and it only
took one spark—ignited by Gould
himself—to spread the flames of class war
across the entire country,

The arena for the battle was the rail-
roads and the ‘ignitor was the an-

nouncement in July, by the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad that there would be another -

ten percent cut (the wage cuts had begun
in 1873) on firemen’s and brakemen’s

wages. The strike began on July 16 in West-

Virginia. By midnight, the workers had
shut down the entire.system in that state,

. The Governor employed the local mili-

tia to break the strike, but, in a show of
solidarity, - the militia went over to the
workers’ side. The Governor sent for fe-
deral troops. ‘

The strike spread to the Penn Central,

then, to Chicago and the entire Midwest

and finally to the Pacific Coast. ‘Through-

out its duration, open warfare reigned on

the streets of the great industrial centers.
Thousands of workers from other in-
dustries joined the railroad brothers. Hun-

dreds were killed and injured during the

battles with the soldiers.
By the end of July, the sheér numbers

and strength of the Federal troops forced

the workers back to work. But, this
retreat was only a tactical one. The capi-

-talists realized' that this cease-fire was

only temporary and they quickly seized
the opportunity to. strengthen their

military forces. The huge armories of the v
National Guard in all the large ‘industrial -
- cities date from this time.

These - leaderless, = spontaneous up-
risings signaled that a new stage of
working class militancy can class-con-
scious solidarity had been ‘reached.

Railroad workers'a rmed themselves 16 sfép strike-

However, without leadership and an or-
ganized body behind them, the workers
were incapable of negotiating any
demands from the employers. Thus, the
need for developed workers’ or-
ganizations was almost unanimously re-
cognized by the working class and this pre-
pared the way for the huge leap in trade
union membership and political activity.

KNIGHTS OF LABOR

The Knights of Labor emerged into the
open in 1881 under the leadership of Ter-
rence Powderly. The organization dif-
fered from the narrow, craft-type trade
unions in that while the latter organized
skilled workers, the Knights organized the
unskilled and semi-skilled. In its first
'year, it had a membership of 300,000.

It was an organization most cha-

- racterized by its sharp opposites. Its lea-

dership was composed of diletantes, more
concerned with making pompous speeches
than with fighting for the working class.
On the other hand, it was the largest

' workers organization and, as such, was

composed of many rank and file, class
militants. :
Engels described the characteristics of

the Knights in the following way: -
“They are clothing the most modern
tendencies in the most medieval mum-
meries, and hiding the most democratic
and even rebellious spirit behind an ap-
parent, but really powerless despotism.”
The militancy of its membership con-
tinually forced the treacherous lea-

dership to take action. While they opposed -

strike actions, Powderly and his un-
derlings found themselves frequently en-
gaged in them,

In the Depression of 1884-1887, their
ranks swelled to 702,924 members, with
5,892 local assemblies. Two factors ai-
tributed to this increase: the success of

“militant boycotts conducted against com-

panies hostile to union labor: a successful

- strike it led against three Gould railroads

in 1885,

While ‘the concessions the Knights of
Labor won from Gould were meager, the
victory was tremendous because it
marked: the first time that labor leaders
were accepted on an equal basis. Most
significant was that the rapidly emerging
power of the working class had won this
concession from the capitalists’ leading
labor hater: Jay Gould. v

There ~ were other workers’ or-
ganizations, - formed along strict trade
union lines, but the Knights of Labor was
the only large national organization of a
non-political  nature. There was an ex-
ception {o that, and that was in the nu-
merous. Grand Eight-Hour Leagues which
sprang up across the country. :

However, these Leagues were or-
ganized for one specific purpose—to win a
shorter working day—and, as such, cannot
be considered in the same manner as a
total combat and defense organization of

breaking during 1877 rail strike which workers won.

the working class. Furthermore, the ma-
jority of the members of the Knights of
Labor also participated in the Eight-Hour
Leagues.

The weakness of the Knights of Labor
lay in its treacherous leadership. Its
decline in the period from 1886-1900 signi-
fied the ascendancy of the skilled, craft-
type labor unions. But, the seeds of in-
dustrial unionism, which would not be vic-
torious until the rise of the CIO in the
1930°s, were sown in the Knights of Labor.

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
The political developments within the
American working class were marked
from the outset by multiple divisions over
the questions of program, strategy, tac-
tics and goals.
The spread of socialist ideas occurred

. during the 1873 Panic. The initial socialist

party in the U. S., the International Wor-
kingmen’'s Association, split in 1874. The
split centered on the fundamental ques-
tion which would dominate the working
class movement for decades.

The split reflected the schism that had
taken place in the First International. The
Internationalists proposed that the party

should engage in trade union and political
activity, while at the same time pre-
paring itself to lead the working class to
power.

The renegade Lassalleans suddenly
became evolutionists and discovered (as
do all middle class reformists) the par-
liamentary road to socialism. They con-

-trolled the party for two years.

Then, a controversy arose over the wor-
kingmen’s military organizations which
had been formed in Chicago to provide ne-
cessary protection against physical in-

- timidation at the voting polls. This led to a

walk-out of the Socialist Labor Party by
the Chicago members who were rebelling
against the open conservatism of the SLP.

The ‘dissidents held their first con-
vention in 1883. Albert Parsons brought his
Workingmen’s Party, which had led a
series of successful strikes in the
Midwest, into the meeting. Also present
was the anarchist International Working
Peoplé’s Association, the “Black In-
ternational”’ led by Johann Most.

Most formulated a totally bankrupt
program based entirely on individualistic
acts of terror. He was supported by
-several of the delegates from the East.

The  opposition to Most was led by
Parsons and August Spies, whose peculiar
mixture of anarchism and syndicalism
came to be known as the ‘‘Chicago idea.”
They held that the trade union was of ul-
timate importance and was the sole com-
bat unit against capitalism.

The Western section was the largest and
thus, the convention upheld the im-
portance of the trade union. The party’s
main base was Chicago where it had 6,000
members. The Chicago leaders, who were
to become the Haymarket martyrs, were
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Spies, Parsons, Samuel Fielden and
Michael Schwab.

The central weakness of all these early
political movements was their complete
theoretical backwardness and open em-
brace of American pragmatism. The in-
flux of German socialists did not lead to
any development of a scientific un-
derstanding of socialism.

The Germans refused to penetrate the
mass movement and put theory into prac-
tice (in fact, they would not even learn the
language) so they ended up abandoning the
working class altogether to opportunists
and the labor bureaucracy. Instead, they
retreated to their sectarian sanctuaries.
They turned Marxism into empty dogma,
“‘a credo and not a guide to action.”

Thus, the upsurge of trade unionism, so-
cialism and anarchism in the 1880’s, which
culminated in the eight-hour day move-
ment in 1886, drew the fundamental divi-
sions within the working class. These divi-
sions were to mature, break up, and
reappear on a higher level throughout the
entire history of the labor movement to
date.

EIGHT-HOUR MOVEMENT

The massive eight-hour movement re-
flected the convergence of the political
and economic developments within the
working class up to that point. The move-
ment for an eight-hour day had its origins
in the middle of the century.

The eight-hour day victory of Aus-
tralian labor in the late 1860's was the
spark for the working class here to take up
the demand. Grand Eight-Hour Leagues
were formed then, and several strikes
were called over the issue. The building
and mechanical trades had won a bitter
fight, in 1872, for the eight-hour system.
However, the crisis of 1873 wiped out their
vietory.

The official leadership of the move-
ment was assumed by the Federation of
Organized Trade and Labor Unions {which
would later become the AFL) in 1884,
They passed the resolution that “Eight
hours shall constitute a legal day's labor
from and after May 1, 1886."" They called
on all other organizations to join them.

The Chicago groups of the Amal-
gamated Trades and Labor Assembly,
politically affiliated to the Socialist Labor
Party, and the Central Labor Union, in
league with Parson’s *'Internationalists,”
took up the eight-hour fight. The latter
were the strongest organization in
Chicago: it was composed of 22 unions of
which 11 were the largest in the city.

The leadership in Chicago actually fell
to the SLP, the Amalgamated Assembly
and the Knights of Labor because, al-
though the Central Labor Union began
strong agitation, its motives, according to
Yellen were:

“Different...since it regarded as para-
mount, not the attainment of the shorter
working day, but the common labor front
and "the class struggle.”

The double-dealing treachery of the
Knights of Labor leadership was clearly
exposed in the eight-hour fight. While it
had been forced by the ranks to endorse
the movement, it carried out secret ma-
neuvers to abandon it. At their general as-
sembly in 1885, they attempted to end the
movement by suppressing a resolution in
support of it.

As the strength of the movement grew
with the approach of May 1, these labor
lackeys of capitalism reacted with com-
plete hysteria. Powderly issued a secret
circular denouncing it and withdrawing alt
suppert from it. When anything which ap-
proaches a showdown with the capitalist
class develops, these slimy traitors
always run for cover.

The circular sharply revealed Pow-
derly’s class position. He wrote:

*Out of the sixty millions of people in
the United States and Canada, our
order has possibly three hundred thou-
sand. Can we mould the sentiment of the
miilions in favor of the short heur plan
before May first? It is nonsense to think of
it. Let us learn why our hours of labor
should he reduced and then teach others.”

Nevertheless, his action did not stop the
movernent. Workers had been grueling for
18 hours a day for too long to be turned
back now. Further, the depression of 1884-
1887 had intensified the objective si-
tuation.

Neither did the actions of the capitalist
class, which set in motion all of its ap-
paratus in an attempt to stop the move-
ment. ‘

The pulpit and press extolled the virtues
of the long working day in a desperate

move to convince the worker that their
wage-slavery was a Christian and bene-
ficial thing. An editorial in the New York
World said:

“The American laborer must make up
his mind, henceforth, not to be so much
better off than the European laborer. Men
must be content to work for low wages. In
this way the workingmen will be rearly to
that station in life to which it has pleased
God to call him!”

At the same time, the employers whipped
up the fear of the middle class with their
editorials which declared that all those
who were involved in the the eight-hour
movement were mad anarchists and crazy
hombers.

THE DEADLINE ARRIVES

Thus, the sharp class lines were drawn
when May 1 approached. The center of the
movement was Chicago—long established
as the seat of the most violent class

L EVE

protect the scabs. Subsequently, the plant
had been the scene of pitched battles
almost daily. ‘

On this afternoon, over 6,000 lumber
shovers were holding a meeting near the
factory. Spies was addressing the crowd
when the scabs came out after work. A
violent confrontation occurred and the
police arrived and carried out their policy
of wanton shootings into the crowd. By
this action, the armed body of the ruling
class was gleefully concluding a policy
they had been following for months.
A contemporary historian described the
nature of police activities in this period as
follows:

“During these months of unrest it be-
came a past time for a squad of mounted
police, or a detachment in close forma-
tion, to disperse with the billy and
gathering of workingmen. The billy was an
impartial instrument: men, women, chil-

, . G‘E ! |

Workingmen, to Arms!!!

Tour masters sent out thelr bloodhoundt — the polics —; they killed aix of youyx

brothers at McCormicka this atternoon.

They kil'ed the poor wretches, bacause thay,

lke you, had the courage to disabey the suprems will of your bosses. They killed
them, becsuse they dared ssk for the sborganin “‘of the hours of toil. They killed them
to show you, ‘“Fyee Americon Citizens’ . that you must be satisfied sud
contended with whatever your borses condescend to ellow you, or you will get killed |
You have for years encured the mont abject humiliations; you have for venrs
suffered unmensurabie iniquities; you have worked yoursslf to death; you have endured
the pmgi of want sud hunger; your Chbildren you ‘have sacrificed to the faclory-lords —
in short: Wou have been miserable and obedient slave all these yeara: WhyP 'I‘é satisfy
the insatinble greed, {o £ the coffexs of your lazy thieving master? When ¥ou ask them
now to lessen your burden, he sends his blocdhounds out to shoot you, kill you!
If you ar:men, if you are the song of your grand sires, who have shed their blood to free
you, ther you will rise i, your might, Hercules, and destroy the hideous monster that
setks to destroy you., To arms we csll you, to arms!

Your Brothers,

NRache!

NMache!

Acbeiter, 3u den Waffen!

Hrhelienbet olf, heule Redmifteg morkeltn bie Bluthunbe Furee Kudbenler 8 Furer Badiber bronfen bel Wearmias,
BWeram mocdeten fle diefciba? Wl fie dew DRuth Jatten, mit- ben Lood umpufeleben g frln, meldek Eure Hugbgulee
i§mem beldlchen faben. Sfe farberlen Brob, man antwestdle nen mit BN, vingedmt ver Thatfad?, bef man bamit

bk Ball am whllowmfen pnw Sdwelgm Bingem fanal

Biele, plele Jofre fabt Jhe ale DemBtbigeagen shne

Bibolpud atvegen, Jabt nd rom Fllfer Morgen: Bie gum fplten Rhend geidunben, Jabt Gntbefrungen jeber e
extrogem, fobt Qure Rivher (BR geopfert — ROk, um dic Shaglovmern Guee Pruen gn [B0en, Kiles fic
fiel  Lub [rht, we Jhe vor fle Binireter, uak fie exfudt, Gare Blrbe stwnd gu exleidrers, ba fegen fle. juos Dant fe
@wee Opfer lpee Blutfunbe, de Paliyef, suf Tud, vor Gud wit Blelugdn von ber UngulsicdenBelt gu Furfren
Slavm, wir fragm wnd WlGudun Fud b Bilom, wos Gug Geilly unb moth i, 3G biefen Il iden Mord, ben

wax eute gn Even Vredbors deglng, und wieleldt wmorgin [Gon an Fud degelen whtd,

B am Sageldemeg wngalangt,

Hrbeitenhes Bolf, Herlules, Du

Wothr ent]@eidbelt Do Dig? Fie Stiaverei und Hunger, obee flie Frelhelt vad Beob?

@nifdeivel D Didy fliv bes Keplere, bamn [ume Yelaen Wugemblid; bann, Boll, ju ben Waffcal  Bernidtung ben menfde
Tigon Befien, bie Ay Drine Perefder nennenl  RAAGIsfr Bernldjlung ihnen — dat muf Deine Fofung feinl  Prenl
ber Qufbes, beren Blut bem Weg jom Fordfgelit, jur Feelfelt wod juc Menfdlidleit geingt — unb Ruebe, {Hre

whrhig ju wrkenl

Working class leaders issued this

battles in the history of tne working
class. -As Mother Jones, in her Aute-
blography described it:

‘“The city was divided into two camps.
The working people on one side—hungry,
cold, jobless, fighting gunmen and police
clubs with bare hands. On the other side,
the employers, supported by the news-
papers, by the police, by all the power of
the great state jtself.”

On May 1, 40,000 workers walked out.
By May 3, that number had grown to
65,000. Over 45,000 were granied the
shorter work week. In addition, thousands
were already on strike with railroads and
elsewhere. With the walk-out of the
lumnber workers, the entire buildings
industry was paralyzed.

On May 3, the employers decided to
move in to crush the movement. They
centered their first attack at the McCor-
mick Harvester Works. The MecCormick
owners had begun an intensified cam-
paign to crush the union and run their
factory on an “‘open shop” basis.

Accordingly, in. February they had

locked  out all their upion em-
ployees and hired Pinkerton detectives io

leaflet calling for

Gure Briiber,

dren, and shop-keeping bystanders alike
composed its harvest.”

The attacks killed at least four workers
and injured many more. Quiraged, Spies
rushed to his office at Arbeiter-Zeitung
and issued the now-famouns ‘“‘Revenge”’
circular calling “workingmen to arms.”
He and Parsons called for a mass
meeting to be held the following mnight in
Haymarket Square, which was the center
of the lumber yard and packing house
district. y

Throughout the day of May 4, the police
attacked any gathering of workers and
broke up all protest meetings. At night,
the workers gathered in Haymarket bat
because of a cold rain the crowd only num-
bered around 3.000.

Spies, Parsons and Fielden were the
major speakers. All confined themselves
solely to the eight-hour question. Around
10 p.m., Spies and Parsons left and
Fielden was about to conclude his
remnarks. However, at this point, more
than 180 police converged on the Square
led by Inspector Bonfield.

Bonfield was a leading servant of the
ruling class and had proven his loyalties in

May 5 Haymarket
demonsiration after cops atlacked previous night's rally for 8-hour day.

the scores of battles that had wracked
Chicago during this period. He was acting
under orders from someone with more
authority than the Mayor for the latter had
told him that there was no need to.inter-
fere,

Bonfield deinanded that the meeting dis- -
perse but Fielden replied that it was a
peaceful gathering. At that point, a bomb
thrown by an agent-provocateur exploded -
providing an excuse for the police to open
fire hysterically. Several workers were
killed and over 200 were injured.

Reflecting the enormous fear of the
ruling class in the face of a mounting
offensive of the working class, the govern-
ment mobilized all its forces to crush the
eight-hour movement. Their strategy was
to behead the workers movement of its
most conseious leadership, divide and inti- -
midate the others and whip up an hysteri-
cal atmosphere of fear within the middle
class. The bomb explosion provided the
capitalists with the necessary vehicle for
carrying forward this strategy.

The following morning, the capitalist
press began its campaign to prepare the

atmosphere for a ruthless witch-hunt of all
working class leaders. They carried the
story thai Fielden when the police ap-
proached had said:

“Here come the bloodheunds of the
police! Men, do your duty and I will do
mine.”

The clear intent of all the headlines that
day was to create a climate of “‘hang them
first and try them afterwards.”

The Chicago Tribune harangued that:

“'These serpents have been warned and
nourished in the sunshine of toleration
until at last they have been emboldened to
strike at society, law, order and govers-
ment.,”’

Thus, the stage was set for a massive
roundup not unlike the campaign en-
gineered under the guise of a *‘Red Scare”
in 1919. The immediate target of the ruling
class was to wipe out the conscious leader-
ship of the working class. This was now
absolutely imperative if they were to stop
the forward march of the working class
and smash up the rapidly developing trade
union movement. - :

Wholesale arrests of workers were
made without warrant or process of law.
People were jailed and held without
access to friends or counsel. Homes were
entered without search warrants and pro-
perty seized or destroyed. ‘

The offices of labor papers were raided,
the -employees arrested and the sub-
scription lists confiscated so that further
arrests could be made, The government
centered its most aggressive campaign
against the newspapers of the Interna-
tional Working Peoples Association:
Arheiter-Zeitung and Alarm.

All their employees were imprisoned
and their editors and contributors were
held incommunicado, without being
charged for several days.

LEADERS
Who ~ were these leaders? What
was the nature of their power

that made the state so violent upon exe-
cuting them? The eight men the go-
vernment singled out and held respon-
sible for the bombing in Haymarket
were: August Spies, Albert Parsons,
Michael = Schwab, Adolph Fischer,
George Engel, Oscar Neebe, Samuel
Fielden and Louis Lingg.

Spies was the editor of Arbeiter-Zeitung
and a leading working class fighter. He
had organized the militant Chicago Cen-
iral Labor Union, led the great railroad
strikes in the Midwest in 1872 and was

prominent in the eighi-hour movement.

Farther he was a revolutionary, an anar-
chist who understood the necessity of
bringing the working class to
power. Parsons edifed Alarm and had
been the head of the Workingmen’s Party
in Chicago before he joined with Spies to
lead the Western Section of the Inter-
national Working People’s Association.
During the 1877 railroad strikes he had or-
ganized a complete general strike in St.
Louis which brought the ruling elass to
their knees. He foo played a role in the
eight-hour movement.

Schwab was Spies’ editorial assistant -
and also a conscious fighter in the buil-
ding of the labor movement. Fielden too
was on the staff of Arbeiter-Zeitung, All
the others were members of the Interna-
tional and leading labor agitators.

With this background it is not difficult to
understand why the ruling class, deter-
mined to smash the incipient trade union
movement, sought out these men for
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prosecution. In the bloody arena of the
class struggle no more sharply defined

groups of class opposites could have been.

found than these eight defendants and the
government. .

However before the defendants were
indicted the government carried -out the
most thorough preparations to insure that
once they were formally charged their
execution would be guaranteed. Thus
began the technique of constructing the
atmosphere for the frame-up: a technique
which has been used against working class
fighters throughout the history of the labor
movement. ;

The police played the leading role in this
preparation. Thousands of raids were con-
ducted on workers’ homes and, of course,
they ensured that all the raids would be
profitable. They continually turned up
ammunitions, rifles, dynamite, - bomb-
making materials etc., and each find was
hystericaily announced in the press.

The police carried out their task with
such vengeance that even their own chief
was forced to admit years later that:

“Captain Schaack wanted to keep
things stirring. He wanted bombs to be
found here, there, all around, every-
where...After we got the anarchist
societies broken up, Schaack wanted to
send out men to again organize new socie-
ties right away.” - ' ‘

. THE TRIAL

When success in accomplishing the ends
of this' raw frame-up  was guaranteed,
seven of the eight men were indicted.
They were charged with conspiracy in the
bomb-throwing and the murder of Mathias
Degan a policeman who had died from
wounds sustained in Haymarket Square.
Parsons, who had alluded the police drag-
net, appeared at the start of the trial and

- was also indicted.

From the outset any pretense of conduc-
ting a fair trial was abandoned by both the
judge and the prosecution. The normal
procedure for- soliciting a jury was ruled

. out so that a completely prejudiced jury

could be seated. A special bailiff was

commissioned by the state's attorney to
- select the candidates. His method for
doing so was later documented in a sworn

affidavit made by one of the prospective

jurors. The document reveals that the
bailiff told him:.

“l am managing this case, and- know
what I am about, These fellows are going
to be hanged as certain as death. I am

calling such men as the defendants will

have to challenge preemptorily and waste

their time and challenges. They will have

to take such men as the prosecution
_wants.” Co
It took 21 days to select the jury and
over 1,000 men were examined. During
this procedure,. the. judge continially
denied the defense’s challenges and in
fact, played the major role in selecting
the the jury himself, .
The prosecution failed to produce any

evidence to prove that any of the men had:

any connection with' the bomb-throwing.
In fact, the chief prosecutor, Grinnell
really made no "attempt to even do so.
. While he did produce two witnesses on the

stand who swore they had seen one bomb

pass between Spies and Schwab, this testi-
mony was completely contradictory.

. The defense attorneys William Black,
William Foster and Sigmund Zeisler suc-
ceeded in proving that these witnesses had

completely fabricated their stories. As-

Zeisler wrote later:

‘““The story was thoroughly exploded by
the testimony of a number of unim--
- peached witnesses and by many facts and

circumstances in evidence which showed
it to be a pure fabrication.”” - - -
However, such contradictions were no
important to the State since they had set
~-out to condemn the men on the basis of the
political beliefs, not on the basis of any

~specifics - surrounding - the - Haymarket

event, Thus, the prosecutor deluged the
jury with readings from Alarm and Ar-
beiter-Zeitung. He -brought in -Johann

Most's. pamphlet ‘‘The Science of Revolu- -

tionary Warfare,” which advocated the
use of dynamite. ‘

One exchange between the defense and

* the prosecution clearly exposes the poli-

tical nature of the trial. Grinnell said: .

. *“Black says they are humanitarians.

.Don’t try, gentlemen, to shirk the issue.

. Anarchy is on trial.”? = . '

The defense attorneys helped aid the

-~ prosecution in the convietion of their

- clienits. Their dangerous illusions in bour-

. geois justice led them to avoid the poli-

. tical nature of the case. Over the objec-
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tions of Black, the two other co-coun-

- sellors persisted in trying the case as one
of pure homicide which would be deter- -

mined upon the plain issue of law and
facts. ,
As typical liberals, they refused to
believe that the court or the jury would try
the political opinions of the defendants.
Therefore, they ignored the repeated re-
quests of countless people including all
eight prisoners, that they be given permis-
sion to explain and define the philosophy
of anarchism.

These illusions left the defense totally
unprepared for the prosecutor’s summa-
tion to the jury and completely unable to

- offer a serious rebuttal to it. Grinnell had

not introduced a shred of evidence to show
that any conspiracy had existed but that
did not matter, for as he said in his
‘closing speech to the jury:

“Law is upon trial. Anarchy is on trial.
These men have been selected, picked
out by the grand jury and indicted because

they were leaders. They are no more

guilty than the thousands who follow
them. Gentlemen of the jury, convict
these men, make examples of them, hang
them and you save. our institutions, our
society.”’ S - .

The class nature of his charge was
clear: condemn the working class leaders
so that capitalism can continue its march
forward on the backs of the masses of
workers.

The case went to the jury on August 19,
1887. The next day the verdict of guilty

Strikes and demonstrations for 8-hour day swept across U.S. in 1886, Above, cops killed §
workers “in East St. Louis but did not halt drive toward industrial unionism.

was brought in. All were sentenced to be-

hanged except Neebe who received a 15
year prison term. Thus, as was to become
the rule, the working class learned that
bourgeois justice serves only the inter-
ests of the bourgeoisie.

: THE DEFENSE

Following ‘the conviction it became
imperative to take the case to the only
force which could save the Haymarket
men: the working class. The defense com-
mittee was headed by a German socialist
Ernst Schmidt. Joseph Dietzgen, who had
been the editor of the party organ of the
Socialist Labor Party moved to Chicago to
aid in the defense.

Hundreds of mass meetings and demon~ -
strations were held by workers throughout -
- the world. The international working class

had rallied to demand the release of these
leaders, ’

While the millions of workers stood

firmly with the Haymarket victims, their

opposites: within the working class—the
labor bureaucracy and -the reformist
socialists—all ‘rushed to denounce the

- condemned men.

The wretched traitors who ruled the

Chicago Knights of Labor issued an of-

ficial statement which said: : ,

“Let it be understood by all the world
that the Knights of Labor have no affilia-
tion, association, sympathy or respect for
the ‘bands - of cowardly murderers, cut-

throats and robbers known as anarchists

"who sneak through the country like mid-
night assassins stirring up the passions of

“ignorant foreigners, unfurling the red flag

of Anarchy, and causing riot and blood-

shed...We hope the whole gang of outlaws
will be blotted from the face of the earth.” -
The Knights of Labor held ﬂusposxtmn ‘

“and taking editorial

throughout the entire appeals procedure.

“When requested to send a statement of

support . to the Supreme Court, they

. refused.

Their counterparts in the Socialist La-
bor Party followed the same course. They
issued a scathing denouncement of the
anarchists and repudiated any connection
with the eight defendants. They con-
demned Dietzgen for aiding the anarchists
charge of the
Arbeiter-Zeitung.

In spite of this middle class treachery
the cause of the Haymarket martyrs was
to become the cause of millions. As James

"Cannon later wrote:

““Their very names have become a battle
cry to stir the blood of the revolutionaries
today, and we dare assert they will be
heard in the triumphant shouts of the final
victory of the working class tomorrow.”

The defendants themselves expressed
the meaning of their case at their sen-
tencing. Spies’ speech stands as an out-
standing record of the spirit and deter-
mination of these outstanding warriors of
the working class. He said:

“‘But, if you think that by hanging us,
you can stamp out the labor move-
ment—the -movement from which the
downtredden millions, the millions who
toil and live in want and misery—the

. wage slaves—expect salvation—if this is

your opinion then hang wus! Here
you will tred upon a spark, but there,
and there, and behind you, and in front
of you, and everywhere, flames will

e . -

blaze up. It is a
fire. You cannot put it out.”’
“Very well, you may sentence me, for
I am an anarchist. I believe with Buckle,
with Paine, Jefferson, Emerson and
Spencer and many other great thinkers of
this century, that the state of castes and
classes—the state where one class domi-
nates over and lives upon the labor of
another class, and calls this order—yes, I
believe that this barbaric form of social
organization with its legalized plunder and
murder, is doomed to die, and make room
for a free society, voluntary association;
or universal brotherheoed, if you like.”

On November 11, 1887, Parsons, Spies,
Fischer and Engel were hanged. Louis
Lingg, a youth of 20, blew his head off with
a dynamite cap in his cell the day before.
Fielden and Schwab petitioned for clemen-
cy and received life imprisonment.

At their funeral, 275,000 workers
marched behind the coffins. Determined
to show their strength and their dedi-
cation to the construction of the labor

subterranean

_ movement begun by the Haymarket mar-

tyrs, they sung the Marseillaise: the battle
song of the Paris Commune.

The early history of the labor move-
ment was a tumultuous one marked by an
uneven development but by the eight-hour
movement in 1886, it was firmly estab-
lished. The eight-hour movement solidi-
fied the class consciousness of the workers
and brought them together in a united
struggle.. ,

From- this- ime on, the ruling class
would be forced to deal wi™* an organized
working. class: a ‘class etermined to
march forward regardless of the obstacles
thrown up by the capitalists, ‘ ‘

The lessons of this history show the need

of strong, effective unions to defend the

working class. As the early history
showed, without these organizations, the
ruling class was able to isolate the
workers, use unemployment to force them
to work under the most wretched con-
ditions and keep the great bulk of them at
starvation level. Further the need for a
leadership was clearly demonstrated by
the failure of the 1877 railroad strike to
win any concessions from the employers.

The early warning concerning the
treacherous roles of the labor bureau-
cracy and the reformist political parties is
exposed in this history.

Also the nature of bourgeois justice and
the dangers of liberal illusions in that
justice was revealed early in the class
struggle. The ruthless murders of
countless workers and the vicious frame-
up of working class leaders serve as
examples of the methods the ruling class
will use when faced with an onslaught by
the working class.

The trial of the Haymarket men must
serve as a sharp warning to all workers
that their only defense against bourgeois
justice lies not in the motions of liberal
lawyers but in the mass mobilization of
the working class. No faith must be placed
in the so-called ‘‘impartial” institutions of
the state.

In the execution of the Haymarket men
the capitalist class showed its real face to
the world. The mask of democracy was

_thrown aside.

These lessons must be drawn into the
struggle of the working class today. It is
critical for the defense of the labor move-
ment that the history of its past—its
strengths and weaknesses—be firmly
rooted and understood by all workers now.

Just has May 4, 1886 marked a new stage
in the class struggle. so too did August 15,
1971. Nixon's declarations of war on the
international working class on that day
pose the greatest dangers to the survival
of that class as the capitalists prepare to
do all that is necessary to preserve their
profit system.

The era of relative class peace has come
to an end. But the gains made by the
unions during that era have strengthened
the illusion that militant trade unionism
will suffice against the attacks of the
employers.

However while these attacks were mild
in the boom period, the ruling class is
today preparing to unleash an onslaught
against the working class that will make
the brutal repressions of 1886 seem mild.
This is the meaning of the mass genocide
of the Vietnamese people with tons of
bombs being dropped over Hanoi and
Haiphong.

As American capitalism seeks to throw
its crisis onto Europe, the European capi-
talists are preparing the conditions for
civil war in Europe. In Canada, in the face
of the tremendous offensive of the public
employees, the government has thrown
trade union leaders into jail.

This is what the ruling class is preparing

. for in the United States. This con-

frontation cannot be avoided. The only
way the capitalists can restore value to
their system is by smashing the trade
union movement. The preparations for
this battle have already been laid with the
creation of the Pay Board.

As the lessons from the struggles of the
railroad strikes of 1877 brought about an
understanding that the working class
needed a new tool in order to battle the
employers, so today when the crisis and
objective needs of the class bring it into
collision with its old weapons of militant
trade unionism, a fundamental leap in the
consciousness of the working class is
required.

In 1886 it was necessary for the workers
to make a qualitative leap with the crea-
tion of the organized labor movement. and
now in 1972 a new qualitatively different
weapon must be constructed if the defense
of the trade unions is to be ensured. To
simply add more trade union militaney
quantitatively will no longer suffice.

To cling to the old perspective, when
today capitalism threatens the very ex-
istence of the working class, becomes
reactionary and will lead to defeat.

Thus, the central lesson of May Day 1972
Is that the American working class must
now bring forward its tremendous power
and its traditions by breaking with the old
forms of struggle. The battle now must be
for this change in thinking. The struggle
that must be waged is a political one,
breaking the unions from the Democratic
and Republican parties and constructinga
labor party based on a socialist program.
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THE 12-YEAR REICH. A
Social History of Nazi Ger-
many, 1933-45. By Richard
Grunberger. Holt, Rinehart and
Winston. 1971.

It is indispensable for the
daily functioning of the re-
volutionary party to grasp con-
sciously the relevant lessons of
the past struggles of the inter-
national working class.

For that reason when a new hook
concerning the vital question of fas-
cism in Germany appears in the book
stalls, it is essential to examine it tho-
roughly, so as to glean from it fresh
lessons for use in the struggle.

The book under review, a 500 page study
of the Nazi regime, has recently ap-
peared. It is divided into thirty chapters
covering such diverse topics of life under
the National Socialists such as Justice,
Corruption, Health, Education, Theater,
IFamily, Religion, etc.

Unfortunately, workers reading the first
chapter entitled ““Weimar’ can not learn
why the Nazis were able to destroy the
magnificient and powerful organizations
of the proletariat. For author Grunberger
merely repeats that threadbare, nau-
seating charge that “‘the political im-
maturity of the German people” made the
fascist or some other reactionary out-
come inescapable,”

While the author does not deny the exis-
tence of social classes both under the
Weimar Republic and under Hitler, he
never views the struggle of the classes as
basic or primary. Rather he lumps the
whole German nation together as a col-
lective entity: the “German self-image.”
the "German consensus,” the “‘German
psyche.”

BLIND

There is not a word in his book about the
nroven readiness of the German working
class to seize the power in the early thir-
ties.

He is blind not only to the meaning of the
overwhelming working class vote against
the Nazis in every legal election but to the
spontaneous strikes that repeatedly broke
out ail over Germany before as well as
after Hitler was named Chancellor.

Nor does Grunberger so much as hint at
the cowardly role played by the Social-
Demaocratic Party (SPD) and the perfidy
of the German Communist Party (KPD),
hoth of whom ignored the appeals by the
workers to unite their immense forces and
destroy fascism in its lair.

Of course. the writer leaves out entirely
the historic struggle of Trotsky in Turkish
exile and of his small group of German co-
thinkers who sought to turn the siination
around by their campaign for a United
Front of the working class parties and
trade unions. ”

Such omissions concerning the genuine
socialist sentiments and anti-fascist ac-
tivities of the workers prior fo 1933 are
coupled with outright slanders alleging
their mass conversion to Hitler after-
wards.

THESIS
~ Grunberger stubbornly holds to that
wretched anti-working class thesis so be-
loved among liberals on and off the cam-
puses, especially in America, that once
the armament industries and -the war
began to absorb the unemployed the
“workers' attitude to the regime
was...overwhelmingly loyal.”

As evidence the author cites the tes-
timony of a single Nazi, Albert Speer, Hit-
ler’s industrial overlord. This ‘‘ob-
jective™ witness claims that the workers
followed Hitler because the Fuehrer un-
derstood “‘the mystery of politics which
had been concealed from the German
race-—only he could work the miracle of
their salvation.”

Whether unwittingly or not,

study that rip his own facile and scur-

Grun-"
herger chronicles . facts -throughout his

rilous contention to shreds. He would have
the reader believe that it was what he
terms the embourgeoisement of the pro-
letariat (their corruption flowing from the
“gond life’” under the Nazis) that ex-
plained their alleged ‘‘loyalty.”

e presents figures to show that by 1932,
a vear before the Nazis took over, one
third of the entire work force (over 6 mil-
lion) were unemployed and the remainder
tonk pay cuts amounting to an average of
43 percent.

ECONOMIC POLICY

He then outlines the fascists’ economic
policy of 1933 which froze “‘wages at their
depression level.”” Yet even at the start of
the war six years later, which was a
period of severe labor shortage and cruel
inflation, a third of the proletariat “'still
drew pay based on the hourly wage levels
current in 1932."" The only way these
“hourgeoisified”” workers could survive in
the face of the inflated food and clothing
prices was through the murderous over-
time made mandatory for all employees.

Kven as late into the war as 1943, hourly
wages for the entire working class “'in-
creased by less than one percent during
each year of Nazi rule.”

But this “paradise” under the Nazi
regime which the workers presumably
worshipped with such fervor affected
them in-other ways.

Grunberger concedes that the “‘in-
escapable corollary of longer working
hours was a deterioration of workers’
health.”

He shows how the 50 percent increase in
the labor force by 1933 was accompanied
by an accident and iliness rate of 150
percent. Occupational diseases tripled in
the same period, while diseases due to in-
dustrial accidents increased by 250 per-
cent. And, of course, the death rate soared
too.

If it was not the workers who ushered in
fascism or gained from its triumph but re-
sisted it to the bitter end, who was re-
sponsible for it?

Grunberger states that the Marxists’
characterization of Hitler as the puppet of
hig business is “‘highly contentious.”” In
fact he absolves the wealthy in-
dustrialists of responsibility for bringing
about fascism in the first place: “'A cir-
cumspect section among big business only
subsidized Hitler once the electoral tide
had started flowing in his direction.”

The huge trusts, he states, simply
looked around to see which way things
were drifting and, being realists, jumped
on the rolling fascist bandwagon so as fo
he with the winner.

So who does Grunberger single out far
greatest responsibility for fascism? *The
middle class of independents such as shop-
keepers or master craftsmen.”

The author muddles the broad and impo-
verished petty-bourgeois electoral and
combat base of fascism with the material
force represented by the wealthy in-
dustrialists and bankers who exercised ul-
timate control over that movement.

DECISIVE
Whether he knows it or not (and it is
unpardonable for an historian not to since
the information is readily awvailable)

‘Hitler could never have come to power

without the direct and decisive financial
atd of Germany's richest men.

Virtually in their entirety, the Ruhr
industrialists had by the early thirties de-
cided on the necessity of bringing the
Nazis to power.

Joining these men were the most po-
werful banks in the country, for that
matter in most of Europe: the Deutsche
Raunk, the Commerz und Privat, the Dres-
dener Bank. the Allianz, and the Deutsche
Kredit Gesellschaft.

Following the 1929 stock market crash,
the Nazis had been practically doubling
their vote at each national election, going
from 800,000 in 1928 fo over 13 million in
Jul}” » 1932

But at the November 6. 1932 national
election the Nazis lost two million votes
and the KPD received the largest vote in
its history: nearly six million. With the ad-

Hirler’s $S Bodyguard dine under sign saying “The will of the Fuehrer remains our faith.”/

History Of Nazi Germany
Absolves Industrialists

ditional seven million SPD votes, the
working class beat the Nazis at the poils
and were by far the largest electoral and

certainly the most powerful social forcein

the country.

TERRIFIED
Apprehensive at the Nazi election loss
and terrified at the powerful urge for unity
displaved by the ranks of both workers’
parties, the ruling class realized time was
no longer on their side.
A petition was then drawn up bearing

_the signatures of 38 top bankers and in-

dustrialists and was presented to the Pre-
sident of the Republic, von Hindenburg,
the reactionary World War I general.

It is significant that Hindenburg, who
ran against Hitler for the presidency nine
months earlier, was elected in the first
place by votes of the SPD. The leaders of
this party. in defiance of the will of their
own ranks for a working class president,
had received Hindenburg's Prussian word
of honor never to allow the Nazis into the
government and supported him as the
lesser evil! But at the command of the
ruling class, this “honorable” Prussian
Junker complied and Hitler took office as
Chancellor on January 30, 1933.

The actual plans for Hitler’s as-
sumption of power were made on January
4, 1933, at a secret meeting in the home of
the Cologne financier Baron von Schroe-
der. Present besides von Schroeder and

Hitler were select representatives of in~ _

dustry and the Nazi party.

Here is how von Schroeder cha-
racterized that meeting:

“On November 8, 1932} when the Nazis
suffered their first setback, the support of
Grerman industry was particularly urgent.
The feeling common to the whole of in-
dustry was the fear of Bolshevism and the
hope that, once the Nazis were in power, it
would provide Germany with solid poli-
tical and economic foundations. ‘

““There was another point in common:
the desire for realizing Hitler's industrial
program—Re-armament.  This  pro-
gram was well known to industrial
circles and was well received.”

None of this critical material is found in
Grunberger's text. It does not fit in with
his thesis.

On the other hand, he presents copious
evidence as to the manner by which the
monopolists gorged themselves with
profits extracted from. wage and slave
Iabor both in Germany as well as in oc-

cupied Europe. For example, he details

the follawing account:

“The number of joint - stock ' cor-
porations declined from 9,634 in 1932 to
5.418 in 1841, but their nominal capital in-
creased by 2,000 million marks. From 1933
onwards government statutes en- .
ormously strengthened the organizational
power of cartels. =

“Armed  with unlimited arbitrary
powers of cartelization, the Ministry of
Econornics bestowed official sanctions on
what had previously been private or-
ganizations, for restricting capacity and
subordinating whole industries to the
wishes of monopolists.”

SHORTCOMINGS
The political and methodological short-
comings of the book are so serious as to
impair its overall value. The author

belongs to that popular Anglo-American

school of empiricism which believes that
the mere bulk of thousands of footnoted
facts (provided they are attractively ar-
ranged in suitable chapter headings, well-
indexed, and set in a book with eye-catch-
ing covers) should meet the standards of
professional bourgeois scholarship.

The basic flaws in Grunberger’s work
stem from his inability to set the problem
of fascism where it belongs: in its inter- -

national context where it is linked to the -

capitalist world erisis.

It is this which explains why he is in-
vapable of seeing in Nazism anything
more than some national aberratlon pe«-
culiar to Germans.

As an impressionist who proceeds only

* bw what he glimpses on the surface, he can

neither understand the historical ante-
cedents of faseism nor the critical roles
plaved by the Secial-Democrats and Sta-
linists in leading the German workers to

, catastrophic defeats.
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Schrade Battle

Exposes UAW Crisis

BY DAN FRIED

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—Under conditions of the rise of Wallace of the

attacks of the

members,

Pay

of wholesale plant closures,
of mounting anger in

Board, of

unemployment of 200,000 UAW
of breakneck speed-up and
the ramks over these conditions,

a crisis

and split in the top UAW leadership itself emerged at the UAW con-

vention here.

At the meeting of Wood-
cock’s caucus, on the eve of
the convention, there repor-
tedly was a strong movement
to unseat Emil Mazey as the
candidate for Secretary Trea-
surer, a movement which left
Mazey “visibly shaken.” In
addition, seven of the 18
regional directorships were
contested by opposing candi-
dates.

The most important and
dramatic of these contests was
the defeat of Region 6 (Western
states) incumbent Paul Schrade
by challenger Jerry Whipple,
who won by nearly a three to two
margin.

The loss of 18,000 jobs in
Region 6 since the last conven-
tion fueled the fires of the opposi-

" tion who claimed that Schrade
did not pay enough attention to
- servicing the needs of the locals.

Most of the California local
leaders charged, in addition, that
Schrade handpicked his staff on
the basis of loyalty to his circle
which‘ is heavily involved in

‘progressive causes” rather
than in consultation wnth ‘the
local leaders.

The opposition heatedly denied
the efforts of Schrade and the
New York Times to paint
the contest as between ‘‘con-
servatism’” and “liberalism,”
claiming they had no differences
with Schrade on the war and
other political questions.

‘The "issue exploded into the
convention after Schrade’s
defeat, and after the Wall Street

* Journal and Schrade himself had
charged that Woodcock, along
with Vice Presidents Pai Great-
house and Ken Bannon, conspired
to- dump Schrade, ‘After the

_ regional election results were an-

nounced on the final day of the
convention, Ann LeFebvre, des-
cribing herself as ‘‘an elected
trustee on President Woodcock's
team,”’ a long-time supporter of
Walter Reuther and an ardent
devotee of Paul Schrade took the
convention floor to announce her
resignation. She repeated the
charge about Woodcock; Great-
house and Bannon, and stated,
“You lost a great man and the
people lost a great leader.”

Woodcock replied to LeFebvre,
piously stating: “It is the first
time that I have known that it’s a
high crime for the President of
this unien not to twist arms and
push people around.” and dema-
gogically exclaimed that: “I re-
sent being dragged through the
capitalist press on the mternal
affairs of this union.”

In addltlon Woodcock charged
that in the summer of 1970, ‘‘the
regional office in California was
tying up with the right-to-work
people to destroy (Local 887
President) Henry Lacayo.”’
Following. Woodcock, “Schrade
told the convention that the

charge of working with “right-to- -

work people is the worst kind of
McCarthyism I have heard in
this union.”’ ,

The discussion on Schrade
began to open up a hornets nest,
spurring Woodcock and his lieu-
tenants on to obvious efforts to
cut short the discussion and
terminate the convention. A

(delegate - from Local 75
charged that Emil Mazey
was  guilty of  “directly
interfering’ in  regional . po-
lities.”

Another delegate, from Local
1268 got the floor and said he
hoped that, “‘Brother Woodcock

doesn’t try to ridicule or em-.

barass me for what I’m about to

say. I'm mad. I voted the whole
slate. But Brother Woodcock,
you'make me mad when you tell

-these people you don’t interfere

or twist arms.”” The delegate
then. went on “to detail Wood-
cock’s “armtwisting’’ in his 1968
Regional election.

Faced with a very powerful
opposition to Schrade on the West
Coast, Woodcock did not want to
risk an open rebuke by putting
pressure on for Schrade’s elec-
tion. It must be made clear that
the opposition to Schrade over
“‘bread-and-butter” issues which
Woodcock is trying to deal
with, reflects a tremendous
movement developing in the
ranks.

MILITANT

In the UAW, the local leaders
feel the pressure and anger of the
ranks much more than the
International. This is resulting,
in more and more cases, in the
dumping of local leaders by mili-
tant opposition slates, since the
ranks cannot vote dlrectly for

their International officers.

.- The hostility of the ranks to the
International was very much

~ directed against the Regional of-

fice and its International Repre-
sentatives in Schrade’s Region 6.
During the 1970 GM  strike
Schrade supported by local
leaders, called in the San
Francisco  Tactical  Patrol
Force (riot police) to re-
store  “law  and  order”
against Fremont auto workers
who were demonstrating against

GM.

To say that the dumping of
Schrade represented Wood-
cock’s movement toward the
right is the most superficial
impressionism. It in. faet
serves as an apology for
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Paul Schrade (above) was dumped as West Coast regional director.

“left taik”” and demagogy.
Actually, the fragmenting of
the Woodcock ‘‘team’ repre-
sents a severe problem for
Woodcock who attempts to hold
together the leadership in
the face of the rising
crescendo of class strug-
gle. While Woodcock may
have preferred winning with
Whipple to  losing  with
Schrade, Emil Mazey, widely
considered to be the ‘‘power
behind the throne” of the Wood-
cock ‘‘team,” had openly sup-
ported the election of Schrade,
and Vice President Douglas
Fraser was a known sym-
pathizer of Schrade.

After Phase II was started and
the Pay Board threatened the
aerospace contracts, Schrade

‘raised the threat of ‘“‘a general

strike and a new labor party.”
But he never took this up in oppo-
sition to Woodeock’s cooperation
with the Board. Never once did
he take up a fight for Woodcock
to leave the Board.

When the aerospace contracts
were reduced from 12.3 percent
to 8.4 percent by the Pay Board,
where was Schrade with his call
for a general strike, or even an
aerospace strike to protect the
contract? At the critical point,
Schrade went along' completely
with Woodecock’s policy of taking
the Pay Board to court, which

‘UAW DELEGATES BREAK WITH DEMOCRATS

{Continued FromPage1) =
sion benefit. God dammn it, where
_did it go?' I had to read him the
clause in the contract which gave
them the right to modify the pen-
“sion plan when they.are. sold;
**Now the -company. is saying:
‘If you agree to terminate your
contract.on June 1, we will give
you your pensions, SUB benefits,
ete.’ I don’t like to be put in that
kind - of situation.. We're . not
asking for - special - privileges.
I want you to get mad. I want
you to do something about it. I
really: believe 1:am President
of - one of the greatest: lo-
cals  in the UAW even
though we are going out of
business,” he said as he con-
cluded his impassioned speech to
tremendous applause..
! POLITICAL
The discussion on pension
cancellation and plant closings
was intertwined with the move-
ment foward independent poli-
tical action that had been raised
indirectly by Capadian NDP
- speaker Stephen Lewis, and di-
~rectly in the call for a labor party
by Pete "Kelly earlier in the
- convention. Flowing out of the
discussion on umemployment,
" several delegates raised the

. price

question of the formatlon of a
labor party.

Chuck Gifford, a delegate from
Local 947, Newton Iowa (May-

tag) stated: “T'm not at all con- -

‘vinced that this indictment of the

Nixon Administration is the
whole story. The American labor
movement in '68 was torn apart
and opened the door for the Wal-
laceites. What is it that George
Wallace is telling the American
people? We have to honestly face
the fact and truth that many
working - people -believe. in what
Wallace is saying.

“Who supported the wage-
freeze? Who . gave
Nixon the tools? The Demo-
crats. ‘They loaded the shotgun
when they passed the Economic
Stabilization Act of *72, What this

_convention ought to be telling the

Democrats is that they carry out
our program or we move out of

that party just like we moved out -

of the AFL-CIO,
“Labor is- wining and dining
Senators and Congressmen while

they go ahead and pass the 7

percent investment tax credit for
business. We couldn’t everr get 20
signatures for a rell call vote in
Congress when Nixon slammed
down the wage-price freeze.

Conference

“Our membership is saying we
need action over this Pay Board.
Brother Woodcock, when you
went on the Pay Board, many of
our people were disappointed,
but when you walked off the Pay

Hail at last

week’s

Board they were saying that’s
the kind of program we need.”
LABOR PARTY
When asked, after he spoke on

~ the floor, if he thought we needed

a labor party, Gifford told the

was an impotent gesture.

At the convention, Schrade and
his supporters were far too busy
denouncing Whipple and his sup-
porters as ‘‘Archie Bunkers” to
even mention the question of a
labor party which was being take
up by other delegates.

Indeed, Norman Roth, a
Schrade supporter from out-
side Region 6 and the rest of
the  Schrade people had
voted for the Woodcock
“team’’ against the UNC candi-
dates who supported a labor par-
ty.” The Daily World hailed
Schrade as ‘‘the most advanced
sector of the UAW leadership.”

In reality, Schrade was a
casualty of the growing revolt
among the ranks of the UAW
which, as one Region 9 de-
legate predicted, would throw
the UAW ‘“‘into turmoil” in the
next two years.

But it must be understood that
while Jerry Whipple may pay a
good deal more attention to the
servicing of the locals, the needs
of the UAW workers can only be
met by a complete break with the
Woodcock bureaucracy on every
question, most important on the
necessity for a political struggle,
the formation of a labor party.
Rank and filers on the West
Coast are predicting that
Whipple's tenure in office will be
even shorter than Schrade’s.

Bulletin: )

“I think that’s what the future
is all about. We had this guy from
the New Parly (Stephen Lewis,
of the NDP (in Canada here and
they got one in England. I mean
guys like McGovern and Hughes
of Iowa would leave the Demo-
crats and maybe people like Ab-
zug would too. I'm for this book
of resolutions but they’re not
being fought for when these guys
go back to their locals,

“Back there you have guys who
are for Wallace who tells them
all kinds of lies. We have to be
able to give these guys an
alternative because they're fed
up with the lies of the Demo-
crats and the Republicans. So we
should come up with a definite
program out of these resolutions

. dealing with the war, unem-

Auto  workers

Convention.

ployment, welfare and tax
reform and fight for it in the
locals and present it to the Demo-
cratic Party.

“H they refuse just one part of
it, we should walk out and set up
our own party: a New Demo-
cratic Party of Labor. Hell, vou
wouldn't have to worry  about
Wallace then. But I think it had
better develop quicklv. I think it
has -to come gquicklv.”




MAY 8, 1972

BULLETIN

PAGE 15

The following
are excerpts from
an interview con-
ducted on the last
day of the UAW
convention with
Pete Kelly, co-
chairman of the
United National
Caucus. Kelly
ran for Secretary-
Treasurer of the
union against the
Woodcock slate’s
incumbent candi-
date Emil Mazy.

In his nominating
speech to the convention
on behalf of UNC
Presidential candidate
Sims, who opposed
Woodcock, Kelly stated,
“There is a strange air
of unreality about this
convention. There is a
gap between the shops
and the convention
which is symbolized by a
problem that has never
even been raised at the
convention, that is, that
a great many UAW
members are going to
vote for a man that is
openly anti-labor,
George Wallace.

This arises from the same
reasons that working people
are disgusted with the war,
inflation, unemployment.
They are disgusted with the
Democratic and Republican
parties. We don't have the
alternative that the Canadian
workers have—of their own
party, and that is what we
need.”

Bulletin: It was apparent to us
that one of the delegates who was
not a member of the United
National Caucus but worked with
it in support of the referendum,
actually voted for the Woodcock
slate. This was Norman Rote of
International Harvester. When
we asked Mr. Roth about this, he
claimed that he was ready to
vote for the UNC slate when a
leading member of the UNC
ecame by and told him there had
been a ‘‘double-cross,”’ a
division—that the policy that had
been agreed on at the caucus
meeting wasn’t being followed.
Roth stated that he could not go
back to his local and tell them
that he voted for something that
was double-crossing itself. What
about this?

Kelly: It's true. There was a
division—an absolute divisicn
within the caucus. One faction
wanied to make this a one issue
campaign on the referendum
tdirect election by the member-
ship of International officers’
and nothing else. As I said on the
floor of the convention we have
differences. But we bring them
out and discuss them and debate
them. Even on the war, we've
discussed that for five years. We
had a conference on racism. We
had differences there. There are
those people within the caucus
that are not satisfied with the
fact that the caucus speaks
against the war, and speaks for a
labor party. They want to
restrict the caucus to the “‘bread
and butter” issues. In this case,

b

Pete Kelly, co-chairman of UAW United National Caucus (UNC), tak

es floor at autoworkers’ Convention,

Pete Kelly Speaks

To Bulletin On
Issues Facing UAW

with the issues of the contract
still far ahead, they wanted to
limit it to the referendum.

The referendum is not going to
resolve our problems. I'd say the
majority within the caucus would
agree with me on this.

Bulletin: Is it because of your
feeling on this question that you
felt you had to run in the election
rather than decline after making
nominating speeches in support
of the referendum, as had been
previously agreed?

Kelly: Jordan Sims was fired
from his job at the Chrysler
plant. I don't know whether you
know. his case or not. He had 22
years in Chrysler and an ex-
emplary work record. He was
fired for a walkout protesting the
filthy working conditions. All of
them were re-hired—all of them
got back but Jordan Sims,
because Jordan represented a
new type of union leadership. The
bureaucracy labelled him a
“Black militant,” “anti-white.”
They've put out literature, with
no name on it, labelling him this
way in order to create hostility
among white workers.

What's going on at this
convention is a fraud, a facade.
They have no intention of
carrying out these programs. We
could end the war.

We're going to try to get a
motion on the floor not only to
send a telegram to Nixon to get
out of Vietnam now, but for the
UAW to set a date for a 24 hour
strike, and let the rest of the
labor movement follow. That's

~what will_get Nixon out.

?  Balletin: Is your statement the
other day to this convention on
the nead to fight for a labor party
a central part of your
perspective?

Kellv: Absolutely. All of this
talk about Nixon and the
war—they can talk all they want.
It was not Nixon who gave us the
war. It was a Democratic Presi-
dent who started it. They're get-
ting disenchanted. I'm fully con-
vinced that the labor party is
going to happen.

Buljetin: What about Kennedy?
The UAW leadership is looking
toward Kennedy to try to salvage
their policy of support for the
Democrats: a policy which is in
crisis, We feel that the real
problem is to expose someone
like Kennedy, who many workers
have illusions about—much more
than Humphrey. We have to be
even sharper on Kennedy.

Kelly: Well, if Kennedy runs
1 hope he gets elected. . I'd
rather have the liberals in and
then expose them.

Bulletin: Then you would be a
supporter of Kennedy?

Kelly: No, I wouldn’t be a
supporter of Kennedy.

Bulletin: The reform Demeo-
erats today . have much less
ability to maintain the Demeo-
cratic Party than in the thirties
with Roosevelt. The crisis is

much deeper, and these Demo-’
crats must come out more openly
against the working class.
The Democratic Party is
being torn apart. The polariza-

tion and the rise of Wallace
shows this. Don’t you feel that to
raise the guestion of the labor
party means that there must be a
campaign for a labor party, not
only here at the UAW convention,
but also by taking this campaign
throughout the labor movement
and to the workers in the shops.
We see a tremendous movement
developing for a labor party ona
bigger scale than in the pest
World War Two period. There
has already been a lot of
favorable response to our call for
a labor party among the dele-
gates we talked to here.
Kelly: I think such a campaign
is necessary. That has tobe done.
Buletin: We  think it is
necessary to speak out on the
need for the labor party and
against the Demoerats. This will
be even sharper after the
primaries. That's our difference
with the ‘““coalition” people who
support Bella Abzug. '
Kelly: Well, there 15 3 crisis
going to come up if the
Demoerats get in. Dumping Niz-
on isn't going to do anything. But
there’s something that is
happening and that is that you
can talk about a labor party in
the plants today and people will
listen and give credence to it.
That's what has to be done.
Nothing's going to be done from
this convention. ~
Bulletin: What about the
guestion of unemployment?
Kelly: There’s 200,000 people in
the UAW that are not here since
last year.

Bulletin: What's your program
for unemployment?

Kelly: If I get the floor, I'm
going to say that 1973 may be far
too late. It’s far too late for those
200.000 and for the guy whose
plant is closing now. We have to
do something now to organize the
unemployed in committees and
do that at this convention.
There's going to be demonstra-
tions and marches in this country . . -
pretty soon on uneémployment
and who's going to lead them?
Not the UAW bureaucracy.

Bulletin: On what program?
The bureaucracy is putting
forward a program of legisla-
tion, of laws requiring permits
for plant closures and for limita-
tion of profits and so forth.

Kelly: That's just bull. All
they're doing here is bull by
appealing to Congress. Whatever
happened to the union? Where's
our power? We have to ask Nixon
to do this, ask the senate to do
that? What's the union going to
do? 1 don't care what the
Congress is going to do, or what
the Senators are going to do, or
what Nixon's going to do or what
Senator Kennedy's going to do.
Kennedy said the other day,
there should be 400 safety in-
spectors. So they’ll inspect your
plant once everv ten years.
Baloney. Every UAW member
should be a safety inspector.

What are we, the UAW, and we
labor going to do? We're a very
powerful organization. We’ll end
this damn war if we shut down
the country for 24 hours. We'll
stop unemployment.

Bulletin: Would you favor

‘nationalization of industry under

workers control? .

Kelly: Of course I favor nation-
alization. Of course I would do
that. But you can’t get it right
now.

Bulletin: But doesn’t the
question of the labor party im-
mediately pose the power of the
workers to run the economy, to
nationalize industry? o

Kelly: Yes, but you can't just
take 30 years of Reuther’s bull
which has just left these people
naked-—and that's why we see
what's happening in the union.
There's no consciousness level in
the plant. You can talk o a
worker in the plant and he’ll
agree with just about everything
you say that we should have
nationalization, things should
belong to the people, and so forth.

Buifletin: In other words, we
need a new leadership to do this.

Kelly: Right.

Bulletin: Before the conven-
tion, the UNC tock a turn in
forming a coalition on the ques- .
tion of a minimum program of .
referendum, through the forma-
tion of the ‘‘League of
Caucuses.” This raised the ques-
tion of two opposed methods—on
the one hand a form of oppor-
tunism, on the other hand, a fight
for principle in opposition to this
“minimum program’’ approach.
As socialists, we say that this
fight for principle is the only way
to bring forward the power of the
working class. The former,
opportunist appreach, was
typified by the Communist Party
which wants to support the refer-
endum, but not really fight Wood-
cock. What do you think?

Kelly: There was a frenzy to
get the referendum on the floor
and drop everything else. That
was a mistake. We gave the
impression that was all we
wanted. In fact, we came down
here to do more than this. That
was the division in the caucus.
I'm not for just talking about the
so-called “bread and butter
issues.” We have to raise those
guestions that affect us, like the
war, the labor party, and so
forth. The people in the caucus
who object to that, may or may
not stay with us. We won’t know.
We'll see after our meeting.
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International Committee Holds
4th International Conference

The International Committee of the

Fourth International held its fourth Inter-
national conference from April 10-15. Dele-
gates from eight countries participated,
some of them travelling many thousands of

miles.

First concern of the
confererce was the
urgency given to its pro-
ceedings by the trans-
formed economic and
political changes in the
months since the Ausust

-15 measures of United
States President nixon.

In the US and in the capi-
talist countries of Europe the
working class has moved into
struggle under conditions
where the question of taking
power cannot be avoided.

Only the forces of the Inter-
national Committee have fought
all through the 1950s and 1960s, to
prepare for these changes. Every
other ‘‘socialist” and ‘‘Com-
munist” tendency—including
some- falsely claiming the name
Trotskyists—based themselves
on the theory that the capitalist
boom had made it no longer pos-
sible for the workers of the ad-
vanced countries to achieve the
revolutionary overthrow of capi-
talism.

As the conference resolution on

international perspectives points .

out, this theory of “neo-capi-
talism,” a capitalism without fun-
damental contradictions, was on-
ly the surface impression of mid-
dle-class opponents of Marxism.
_ With this theory they/turned to
other social forces—the Stalinist
bureaucracy, the colonjal mid-
dle-class nationalists, the pea-
santry, and finally, in 1968, the
students— as the basis for the

‘International

Manifesto
Examines
Capitalist
Crisis

In last week’s issue of the Bul-
letin, the statement of the
Committee
(Majority) was erroneously
printed out of sequence. The
entire 1C (Majority) state-

ment will be printed in the-

May 22nd and May 29th issues
of the Bulletin.

overthrow of capitalism. This
was really the politics of protest
and radical propaganda in the
capitalist countries.

Since May-June 1968 in Frarce,

the working class itself has
thrown into chaos and confusjon
all those who based themselves
on these revisions of Marxism.
Consequently, only the Inter-
national Committee is able to put
forward a revolutionary inter-
national perspectlve at this
stage.

The - conference = Manifesto
" (printed tomorrow in Workers
Press) urges revolutionaries in
every country to recognize and to
act upon their historic re-

-sponsibilities to fight in every

struggle of the working class for
the building of revolutionary
Marxist parties.

Now the full fury of the crisis
has been unleashed by Nixon's
measures, it is necessary to
prepare for the most explosive

economic and pohtlcal "conse-
quences, says the Manifesto.
Trade war becomes massive
slump. .

Great industrial and finan-
cial concerns quake and crash.
Whole national economies face
breakdown. War tempts big busi-
ness as the solution, and at the
same time frightens them. Re-
volution and counter-revolution
appear first in one country, then
in another.

The reformist and Stalinist bu-
reaucracies, tied to im-
perialism, can only leadthe
masses to disastrous defeats.

These same bureaucracies

assist the imperialists who are

driven by intensified com-
petition to turn upon the working

class in their ‘“‘own” countries to
destroy their basic rights and or-
ganizations.

Never was it more urgent to
build working class re-
volutionary parties based on the
Transitional Program of the
Fourth International. This period
now brings out the full meaning
of the long struggle, since 1953, of
the Interpational Committee
against Pabloite revisionism,

which abandoned the building

of such parties.
In this overall perspective the
conference proceded to discuss

in detail the work of the national -

sections. It is a question, in each
country, of working out a con-
crete program of struggle to
enable the working class to

emerge as a politically inde-
pendent force, by breaking it
from the present domination of
the Stalinists in countries such as
Greece, France or Italy, and
from the social democracy in
other countries, such as Britain.
The conference also discussed
the work of Trotskyists in the
United States although the Wor-
kers League, which works in sym-
pathy with the IC, is prevented
by U.S. law (the Voorhis Act)
from joining the Fourth Inter-
national.

_In this presidential election
year the conference considered
that the long-term fight for a U.S.
labor party based on the trade
unions could be and must be
taken forward decisively.
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troops in North lre:and Above: Top left, Ceylon government puts down revolt of rural ers League fights for labor party. Right, Greek Trotskyists are jailed by fascist regime, -

Not only are U.S.  trade
unionists being subjected to the
internal .measures—pay freeze
legal restrictions—flowing from
August 15, but the presxdentxa]
candidacy 'of the ultra-right wing
George Wallace is the spearhead
of a big attack by the capitalist
parties on the unions.

It was the strength of the
American working class parti-
cularly in the steel and automo-
bile industries, which made Nix-
on’s August 15 decision ines-
capable.

It had become impossible to
continue with both domestic
inflation and dollar conver-
tibility at fixed prices and
parities.

In this situation, a campaign to
mobilize trade unionists for the
formation .of a labor party to
defend the unions and the in-
dependent interests of the
working class, is the correct path
for US Marxists.

Within this fight for a labor
party, the Workers League must
battle independently for the so-
cialist prograrm which it proposes
for such a party. and at the same
time come forward as the only
consistent fighters for the labor
party.

This central theme, the fight to
lead the working class to po-
litical independence, was the
basic orientation of the dis-
cussions on the work of the sec-
tions. On this basis, plans were
made for the International
Committee to help directly in the
work in each country.

In Greece, for example, the
most effective way to break the
working class from the counter-
revolutionary influence of Sta-
linismi is to demand in every
struggle that the Stalinist parhes
break from their treacherous al-
liances with capitalist parties.
Particularly: the Partsalides-
Theodorakis Stalinist tendency
must be exposed and fought for

its extreme turn away from the

- working class and its demands.

For Ireland, ‘the conference
discussion emphasized the im-
portance of the revolutionary un-
ity, not only of the workers of N
and S Ireland, but of Ireland and
Britain in struggle against the
Tories in both countries.

In a situation such as that pre-
vailing in Ireland, the essential
emphasis must be on the re-
cruiting and training of re-
volutionaries, particularly
among the young workers, who
are able to break from the na-
tionalism and syndicalism which
have always dominated in the
Irish working class, neither of
them able to challenge the basic
ideological grip of the church on
the one hand and Protestant
Unionism on the other.

The Conference main re-
solution and Manifesto draw at-
tention to the heroic re-
volutionary struggles of the colo-
nial countries.

After bearing the brunt of im-
perialist exploitation, repression
and war ever since the 1940s, the
oppressed peoples are now able
to mount an offensive, es-
pecially in Bangla Desh and Viet-
nam. which shakes imperialism
to its foundations, and now com~
bines with the struggle in the ad-
vanced countries.

All those who dismissed Trot-
sky's theory of permanent re-
volution as outdated now find it
confirmed . on an international
scale.

In these colonial countries, the
gualitative task of building Trot-
skyist parties founded on the
fight to develop Marxist theory
presents itself with equal wur-
gency {o the sitvation in Europe
and America.

The Conference discussed the
work of its section in Ceylon (the
Revolutionary Communist
Leaguet where the degeneration
and revision of Marxism in the

‘Lanka Sama Samaja Party

{which joined the capitalist coali-
tion in 1964 while still affiliated
to the Pabloite “‘United Se-
cretariat’!) had led to open be-
trayal to imperialism.

The Conference carried unani-
mously a resolution condemnmg
the imprisonments in Ceylon,
carried out by a government in
which renegade ex-“‘Trot-
skyists” participate with Sta-
linists and capitalists parties.

Another resolution  con-
cerned the struggle in Ar-
gentina. It condemned the cam-
paign of kidnapping and in-
dividual terrorism which cul-
minated in the shooting of the
hostage Fiat representative, Sal-
lustro.

Carried out by a tendency
claiming to be Trotskyist (ac-
tually affiliated to the Paris
Unified Secretariat), this action
completely contradicts the pro-
gram and methods of struggle of
Marxist parties the  principles

fought for by Marx, Engels,

Lenin and Trotskv

Right at the point where the in-
dustrial> workers of Argentina
are building up mass actions, this
middle-class individualist ter-
rorism avoids the fundamental
problems of leadership and mo-
bilization of the class, sub-
stituting for it personal heroism
and 'propaganda by deed” and
opening the door to savage re-
pressions.

In considering the future
work of its youth commission
iset up in 19661 the conference
drew attention to the split
which has occurred in the Inter-
national Committee after the
international vouth rally which
met in Eszen. W Germany, last
June.

The AJS (Socialist Youth Al-
laince. vouth of-anization of the
Organisation Communiste In-
ternationaliste (QCIt, them the
French section of the IC! at that

rally put forward the program of
setting up a centrist inter-
national youth organization.

This involved their rejecting an
amendment from the Young So-
cialists, which called for the fight
to  develop . dialectical
terialism as the only basis for a
revolutionary Trotskyist youth
tmovement,

The- Conference dealt at-

length with the political lessons
of this split. Essen had been fol-
lowed by the dispute over Bo-
livia. There, the counter-re-
volutionary coup which over-
threw the nationalist regime of
Torres and bloodily repressed
the working class had cruelly ex-
posed the descent into centrism
of the POR (Revolutionary
Workers Party) led by Guil-
termo Lora and sharing the poli-
tical conceptions of the OCIL.

At this point, the OCI, far from
pulling back from its dangerous
posmcms persisted in them and
solidarized with Lora against the
International ' Committee. The
conference’ endorsed the. posi-
tions taken by the IC in breaking
from the revisionist leadership
of the OCIL. 1t would be" im-~
possible for revolutionary Marx~
ists in this period to co-exist in
the same international or-
ganization as those whose false
theories and opportunist actions
prepare defeats for the working
class.

In planning for the future,
commissions at the conference
gave guidance to comrades
struggling to establish new sec-
tions . in  places . as far
away as ‘Australia. The inter-
national summer school was
planned, in which several hun-
dred comrades from many counr
tries will participate.

One of the main issues at this
school will be the history of the

Fourth International and the

International Left Opposition:

A special commission was ap-

ma--.

which

pointed to begin this work. They,
and the individual sections, will
bring together the preliminary
results by the summer. This is no
academic pursuit; the history of
the International embodies - the
theoretical lessons of all the vital -
experiences of the working class

in our epoch,

Another resolution on future
tasks instructed the Inter-
national. .Committee to draft
rules. for its functioning founded

" on the original statutes of the

Fourth ~International (1938)
would facilitate cen-.
tralized work and guidance to the
national sections.

In the five days of the con-
ference, delegates worked to- -
gether, not in an atmosphere of
mutnal compliments and ab-
stract schematic formulations,
but rather in an intensive
struggle to examine every
problem fo ifs roots, by relating -
it to the great historical trans-
formations in the objective si-
tuation ; and the theoretical -
struggle made urgent by these
changes.

In this sense, the Fourth Con-
ference of the International Com- - -
mittee ended on a note of high re-
volytionary optimism, an op-
timism tempered by de-
terminationi. above all else to
devote every nerve and.every
muscle to the task outlined by
Leon Troisky: “to resolve the
crisis of revolutionary lealership

‘of the working class, the only

road to resolving the historieal
crisis of humanity caused by de- -
caving capitalism.

Next week we wiﬂ _
print in full the Ma-
nifesto adopted by
the Fourth Confer-
ence of the Interna-
tional Committee.
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PRIMARIES. .

(Continued From Page 1)
one Black youth told us. ‘“He
better not show his racist face in
downtown Gary. Sure, he’s got
support, ‘in the suburbs. Maybe
some workers in the plant, but I
think it’s mostly the guys who
worry about property values and
stuff like that. .

“We ain't got no property
values to worry about. Me, I'm
just worried about getting a job
when 1 get out of school. And
Wallace ain’t going to help me
there. Trouble is, neither is Humn-
phrey or any of them guys
running.”

Most union locals in the area
are on record as endorsing Hum-
phrey, but none of them have
taken up an active campaign
against’ Wallace, This criminal
act of leadership was justified to

us by a leader of the Steel--

workers Local 1066 Rank and
File Caucus. ,

“We don’t get into politics
much. 1 think Wallace is real
dangerous, not just a racist. Look
at his record with labor in Ala-
bama. But a lot of guys, even in
my caucus, they don’t see it that
way. So we just concenirate on

the questions that face us in the

plant.”

But the questxons facing Lake
County’s workers, expecially the
lack of job security and the
brutal speed-up, can only be
fought through by turning to the
political questions. Only a labor
party committed to na-

- tionalization under workers con-

“trol can defend the gains of the
trade union movement and carry
them forward. -

SITUATION
A UAW steward at the Budd
plant in Gary summed ap the si:
_.. tuation this way: “A-lot of the
*guys who say they're for Wallace
aren’t really. They’'re just
~wearing those. buttons as a
mackery, and maybe because
they don’t know who else to sup-
" port, The Democrats are about
“falling apart. It seems like they

“just aren’t interested in fxghtmg.

- ~Nixon:
“Nixon—be wanted to be Pre-
sident so bad he made promises

to every one of the big com--

.panies’ and when he got into of-

fice his hands,wezje tied to that
big business. He's been paying

them back ever since, hacking

-away at what the working man’

has ‘won over the last 10 ‘or~20

. years,
- T«But he can’t do it alone That .

Congress and House have helped

him too. The story in the Bulle-.

tin about guys at our convention

supporting a labor party—I think

they're on the right track. -

. "The opinions of Ohio workers
‘and union officials who spoke to

-Bulletin reporters prior to the
- primaries reveal that the official-

support by the labor = bureau-

-cracy for' the Democrats is in.

crisis. ‘
~One ynion offxcxal from IU E.

Local 757 in Cincinnati indicated
his local and union had not taken
a position on candidates and said,
“I find it pretty difficult to make
a choice.”’ Asked about Wallace,
Al Leigh stated, ““I don’t believe
the man is interested in the peo-
ple. He’s a Richard Nixon with
racial overtones.”

Wallace is not actually on the

ballot but Senator Henry Jackson .

is and he is trying to steal Wal-
lace’s thunder. Against
McGovern, Jackson resurrects
the old red herring and accuses
McGovern of heresy of all
heresies, supporting Henry A.
Wallace's * third party (the
Progressive Party) candidacy
against Truman in 1948.
Jackson stated: ‘‘McGovern’s

1948 candidate (H. Wallace) sup- ~

ported the Communist take-over
of Czechoslovakia. McGovern’s
1948 candidate wanted us to give
away tens of billions of dollars in

foreign aid to Joe Stalin’s:

Russia.™

However, Jackson’s-main pitch
is attacking busing and for all-out
support to military - spending.
This program has not hurt his
own spending to no one’s sur-
prise. Jackson boasts that he has
spent around $800,000 to date and
is the only candidate not running
in the red! .

Elated by

Muskie’s with-

drawal, McGovern and Humph-.

rey have gone all out to try to win
working class support.
McGovern’s main  pitch is

- directed to Ohio’s working people

calling belated attention to the
fact that “Forty percent of all

American corporations didn’t '

pay one cent in-federal income
tax.”” Even then he carefully

soothes his corporate backers by -

adding that his tax plan “is fair,
is just and it wouldnt w1pe out
big business.”

McGovern revealed in Cincin-

nati what is really on his mind: '

“If we are not going to have a
revolution, we've got to begin
dealing with these injustices.”

Earlier, he sent letters out to'

Ohioans stating his fear of .a
labor party: “And I believe that
my. nomination as our party’s
presidential candidate offers the
best ‘chance of heading off a
fourth party movement.” -

"He also showed his close colla-

boration with the the Yortys,
- Aliotos, \Daleys_,,and Rizzos by -
‘I believe T enjoy the
‘respect and good will of all other -
elements of our party leader- =

BRIDGES. . .

stating:

ship.‘My dream and my goal is to
unite our party ' and lead. it to
victory.” _
Muskie’s drﬁpout left the
U.A.W. Ohio Region here high

~and dry, since they had endorséd

him. Jim Young, U.AW. shop-

chairman of the struck Norwood
"GM plant ‘summed it up:
tually it's going to be hard to see
anything coming out.of Ohio in

the primary. I think it will be .

somebody that didn’t enter the
primary. I-understand Ted

“Ac-

NAME
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Hubert Humphrey
Kennedy turned the convention
(U.A.W.) upside down.”

Asked about Wallace, Young
stated: ‘I know how thmgs are

in Alabama. He tries to make a

big- issue of this racial thing.
I don’t think the color of
a man’s skin should have any-
thing to do with the conditions he
has to put up with.

“All he’s out to do is split the
working people. If the working
people can’t see through that I
don’t think they are the people I
think they are...If they vote for

the man without thinking once

they vote it's too late to think

what they’ve done.”

But more than anything else,
the responsibility for the support
by workers of Wallace must rest
with the labor leadership which
has continued to support the
Democrats from which more and
more workers are turning in dis-
gust, seeking an-alternative.

Here in Ohiog, both parties are
using the state machinery in all-
out war against the unions. In
Dayton recently, the Dayton City

. Commission passed. a vicious
anti-union ordinance against the -

city workers unanimously. In
Norwood, Jim Young points. out
that union-busting firings are
being carried out against the city
workers there by a Democratic

party Mayor.

Young states that the Mayor
‘'did not hesitate to send out
dismissal notices’” to the garbage
workers -on. strike. .And now in
nearby Middletown, the city has
declared a city workers strike

“‘ended and 66 city workers,
members of AFSCME, are fired.

As Young stated, “We have to

~have some alternative.” Clearly -

that alternative is a mass labor

-.party based on the unions,

~. (Continued From Page 1)
ILWU would announce a de-
cision. on the implementation. of
this: policy by May 8. Bridges'
statement removes any excuse

“that ILA President Gleason may

have for holding back from joint
strike action.- The stage is now
set not only for a fight to defend

_the'dock contracts, but for a ge-

neral strike to smash the Pay
Board once and-for all.

- It should also be made clear

that every single Democratic
Party candidate for President
has ‘cooperated with ‘Nixon’s

“wage-price controls. - The De-

mocrats, in fact, urged controls
before Nixon and supported the
Economic- Stabilization. Act of
1971 on which the Pay Board is
based.

. Rank and file longshoremen in
San Francisco are all saying that
they are for a national strike.
They want to shut down :all

- coasts. This sentiment is over- -
- whelming.

Many “longshoremen told a

| Bulletin reporter that this Pay

Board, as they see'it, is the em-

ployers’ drive to smash the whole

labor .movement. They em-
phasized that there has got to be
a national strike.

NIXON.

(Continued From Page 3)

from
the South. The introduction of
troops from north of the 17th Pa-
rallel began only after the Ame-
rican troop build-up.

All the invasions of Vietnam
have been by imperialists: the
French, the Japanese, and the
Americans. Millions of Viet-

" namese have been murdered in

the course of these invasions.
The Americans, who considered
dropping an atom bomb on Viet-
nam to save the French in-
vestment in Indochina as well as
their own, assumed control of the
South before the last French
soldier was out of the country.
The imperialists have used up
Vietnamese lives like so much
loose change. Scarcely a family
in the South has not been touched
by the war. Weapons of in-

credible horror have been per-

fected against the Vietnamese.
Bombs which vaporize human
beings are dropped by the hun-
dreds of thousands on countless

Vietnamese villages. Bullets so

powerful that they can cause
death no matter where they hit
are carelessly sprayed into vil-
lagers as they walk through the
streets.

And Nixon, who came tfo the
rescue of a mass murderer like
Lt. William Calley who killed 100
men, women and children has the
audacity to speak of an invasion
by the North Vietnamese.

GENOCIDAL WAR

As for Nixon’s statements
about the offensive being a vio-
lation of the 1968 agreements be-
tween Lyndon Johnson and
Hanoi, the only official docu-
ments related to this war that
have come to the public’s at-
tention are the Pentagon Papers,
which proved that the United
States carefully plotted a geno-

cidal war against the Viet-

namese people.

The Tfact remains that the
United States began the bomb-
ing of the North last December,
long before the start of the cur-
rent NLF offensive. At the time,
Nixon explained that the re-
sumed bombings were ‘‘pro-
tective reaction raids’ against
the possxblhty of an offensive. So,

the facts are that Nixon is bomb-
ing the North for beginning an of-
fensive that earlier bombings
were unable to prevent.

These bombings are militarily
useless. Nixon was told this in
1969 by experts in the C. I. A.,
State Department, and Defense
Department. But they can kill
many people, and that is why
Nixon uses them.

With so much blood on his own
hands, Nixon reached a new level
of hypocrisy when he charged
that an NLF victory would be fol-
lowed by an ‘‘inevitable blood-
bath...for hundreds of thousands
who have dared to oppose Com-
munist aggression.”

BLOODBATH

It is a bit late for Nixon to
voice concern for a bloodbath.
Rivers of blood have already
flowed in Vietnam, and every
drop was shed because of the im-
perialists. By their own words
they are condemned.

Who was it that coined the
phrase ‘‘Search and Destroy?”
Who was it that made the term
“body count” part of .the com-

“mon vocabulary? Who was it that

said: “To save. a village one
sometimes has to destroy it”
after the city of Hue was le-
velled.

But it is not enough to call
Nixon a“hypocrite. Let us ask
who it is who actually opposes an
NLF victory. First of all, it is not
the vast majority of the Viet-
namese people. Were the im-
perialists confident of the
“hearts and minds’’ of the people
of the South, they would not have
had to drop a ton of bombs on
South Vietnam for each minute
of Nixon's term of office.

The only people in the South
who oppose an NLF victory are
the bloodsucking landlords and
businessmen for whom this war
has been a brilliant enterprise.
But like the wealthy citizens of
Kontum, who are now bribing
helicopter pilots- with $240 for a
fast getaway from the liberation
forces, one can be sure that thése
businessmen will be in com-
fortable exile living off a number
Swiss bank account when the red
flag goes up over Saigon.

VIETNAM. ..

(Continued From Page 3)
has proved itself sufficiently.”
But 'on Monday, Brig. Gen.

‘Thomas W. Bowen, the deputy

senior adviser in the northern
region, stated, ‘“There is certain-
ly cause for serious concern. It’s
(the NLF offensive) not a thing
to be taken lightly.”

American military spokesmen
were forced to concede that mass
desertions by the ARVN troops
had led to the capture of certain
areas without ever a serious bat-
tle. “We could not hold Hoainhon
because the soldiers deserted,”
stated one official. *“They left
their posts during the night.”

. DEMORALIZED

The crucial 40th Regiment of
the ARVN lost 30 percent of its
men - in battle and another 40
percent through desertions. As a
result of the :desertions —and

- demoralization, an area pop-

ulated by more than 200,000 Viet-
namese was won quite easily by
the NLF. -

While Nixon recently described
the NLF offensive as a ‘“‘desper-
ate gamble,” correspondents are
noting that an air of desperation
now hangs over the White House.

_In a statement at the ranch of

Treasury Secretary John Connal-
ly, Nixon made more threats

" about more vicious bombing

raids. “We believe that the North
Vietnamese are taking a very

great risk if they continue their
offensive in the South,” he said.

Nixon is in a very desperate
situation, and he will not be able
to postpone a decision on a defi-
nite course of action in Vietnam
for too long. Even before he
leaves for Moscow, Nixon could
be forced to order a renewed
escalation with bombings and the
reintroduction of troops or an
emergency evacuation of all U.S.
personnel.

The trip by Henry Kissinger to
Moscow two weeks ago, at the
invitation of Soviet Party chief
Leonid Brezhnev, shows not only
the dependence of imperialism
upon the aid of Stalinism but also
the- tremendous fear of the
Kremlin bureaucracy of the NLF
offensive. It is reported that
Brezhney told Kissinger that Nix-
on’s scheduled trip to Moscow
would not be cancelled no matter
what military actions are
ordered against the North.

It is clear that the developing
social revolution in Vietnarn has
caused great distress for the
Peking Stalinists. For the first
time since the Revolution, no
May Day celebration was staged
in Peking.

The defeat of the imperialists
in Vietnam represents a great
victory not only for the Viet-
namese workers and peasants
but also for the American
working class.
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Chicano

Youth Quit

Reformist
Caucus

BY BARRY GRAY

SAN JOSE—The first Na-
tional Chicano Political
Caucus, held in San Jose on
April 22-23, was ripped apart
by the massive opposition of
Chicano youth to the Caucus’
liberal, reformist leadership.

The Caucus was organized by
MAPA (Mexican American Poli-
tical Association) to divert the
movement of Chicano workers
and youth back into the Demo-
cratic Party.

But on the first day of the con-
ference, supporters of La Raza
Unida party, which was picke-
ting the conference in opposition
to MAPA's Democratic Party
ties, won the support of the ma-
jority of delegates and walked
off with the bulk of the Caucus.
La Raza Unida took its con-
tingent from the plush Hyatt
House, original site of the
Caucus, to the Lee Mathson
Junior High School in the East
Side barrio.

Basing itself on nationalism
and the myth of Aztland, La Raza
Unida party poses as some kind
of revolutionary alternative to
the capitalist parties. Because of
this, it was able to rally the youth
at the conference, who con-
tinually denounced the MAPA or-
ganizers as ‘‘vendidos” (sell-
outs).

One young delegate from Los
Angeles told the Bulletin that:
“They (the Caucus organizers)
are all vendidos, bought by the
Democratic Party. The De-
mocrats arranged the whole
thing. Those people are puppets.
They told us we should work
within the system."”

REFORMIST

But precisely the same re-
formist leadership is behind La
Raza Unida. Bert Corona, chosen
by the La Raza Unida insurgents
to chair the Caucus, is a member
of both LRUP and MAPA.

The La Raza Unida contingent
put forward the completely uto-
pian and bankrupt perspective of
a national Chicano party. Such a
party could only serve as a re-
formist instrument of ‘‘pres-
sure” upon the Democratic Par-
ty, in a period when the survival
of the working class depends
upon its taking the road to poli-
tical power through the com-
struction of a labor party.

DAVIS. . .

{Continued From Page 20)
revolutionary, had in no way
broken from nationalism and saw
the struggle of Blacks, and parti-
cularly the struggle of Black
women, as something totally
separate from the war betlween
the working class and the capi-
talist class.

Also in guestion this week was
the refusal of attorney John
Thorne, lawyer for George Jack-
son. to testify. Thorne, with his
atiorney, Charles Garry. claimed
the sanctity of the attorney-client
relationship in refusing to speak.

Thorne is another important
witness for Harris, who charged
that he wants him to testify about
delivering letters to Jackson
from Davis and also about a
phone call made to him by Davis
after she had purchased a shot-
gun, two days before it was used.
Harris claims the lawyer-client
relationship is a “‘fabrication to

West Coast News
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Workers League-Young Socialists marched April 22 in Los Angeles demanding a labor party.

IBT Calls For General Strike

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
SAN FRANCISCO—As the Teamster bottler’s strike moves into its fifth
month, the militant and determined mood of the pickets makes it very clear
the Teamsters was forced to threaten a general

why Jack Goldberger of
strike.

Goldberger was directly in-
volved in the Independent
Journal strike in San Rafael
and was one of the leaders
sent to jail for fifteen days for
his role in mobilizing the un-
ions for mass picketing.

Every one of the pickets the
Bulletin spoke with on the lines
immediately raised the question
of the 1J strike and the danger of
open union busting now being
brought directly into the 8. F.
Alameda County area.

“They are trying to do the
same thing here that they did at
the 1J" said one picket, Another
picket raised the fact that the
bottlers had been broken in
Merced and Sacramento and that
now the employers were moving
on the Bay Area.

All the workers felt that Gold-
berger's militant remarks were a
cover for the refusal of the
Teamster leadership to do any-
thing to strengthen the strike.
Pickets are limited to three at

each site and are essentially’

forced to simply stand there and
watch scab cargoe being moved
out.

A union meeting held shortly

after the Labor Council speech
instructed the men that they
would have to play by the rules

conceal relevant evidence” and
that it was not raised previously
when Thorne gave Harris a 75
page statement concerning the
Marin County events.

The last witness this week was
a police officer who stopped
Angela Davis and Jonathan Jack-
son at a border town returning
from Mexico. The prosecution
only wanted testimony identi-
fying them together on the mid-
night of July 30, 1970 and ended
questioning.

QUESTION

Branton, chief counsel for the
defense, began asking about
other information written on
the form filled out by the police.
Before Branton completed his
question, he was interrupted by
Harris who claimed the question
was going to be irrelevant. The
first thing the defense wanted {o
raise was the fact that Davis was

and that the union would not back
any men who attempted direct
action to halt scab operations.

BITTERNESS
There is extreme bitterness
towards the union leadership. A
Coke syrup plant in Los Angeles,
which has not had a contract for
months, recently wildcatted and
the union has refused thus far to

recognize the strike and pay the.

$35 strike benefits to the ranks.

Indeed, the present strike
began in December in the middle
of the winter despite the fact that
the original contract was up in
August of ’71. The leadership was
literally dragged into taking any
action at all.

Everyone knows that if this
strike is broken, there will be
hundreds of men who never get
bottling work again as the em-
ployers are determined not to
allow the militants back in.

MILITANCY

A sign of the militancy is the
fact that in Local 8% in San
Francisco of the original 400 on
strike, only six have left the area
with the rest still out solid.

A member of Local 896 told the
Bulletin that: “The First amend-
ment gives the right to free
speech and assembly and then

stopped by the border patrol,
even before August 7, for being a
communist and for possessing
subversive literature.

POLITICAL

It is absolutely clear that the
prosecution is doing everything
possible to prevent the defense
from raising the political
implications of this trial even in
the weakest fashion.

While it is perfectly principled
for the defense to take advan-
tage of everyv legal maneuver and
opportunity to defend Angela
Davis, the real class gquestions
must be brought out.

The attempts by the prosecu-
tion to prohibit any references to
the Communist Party and poli-
tical witch-hunts reveal the fear
of the ruling class of a real class
defense that can expose the
reason for their vicious frame-

up.

some judge says we can only
have three pickets. They are
taking constitutional rights away
from everybody. If they break us,
it's the next union one at a time
until they tell us to work for $2 an
hour.”

DANGER

One of the biggest dangers is
the line peddled by the lea-
dership for a consumer boycott.
Many of the workers remark that
they cannot win without public
support, meaning a boycott on
soft drinks. Such a scheme is

virtually impossible to carry ouf -
and removes the responsibility

of organized labor.
While the ranks support the

- call for a general strike, workers
were quick to point out that Gold-
berger had added that be couldn’t

do it. He placed the re-
sponsibility on the interpational
leadership which refuses to lifta

finger. They also indicated that

they felt that Goldberger had sat
around and let the 1J strike be
broken and would do the same
here.

Hundreds of these men have
spent months being attacked by
dogs, threatened with guns and
forced to watch scab operations,
while any attempt to defend
themselves is met with in-
junctions and massive fines.

The situation is reaching the
explosion point and it is this de-
velopment that Goldberger’s call
for a general strike and armed
pickets reflects. ’

It is not true as he says that he
cannot beat back the attacks. The
labor movement has the power to
stop scab operations. The Team-
sters alone can tie up the entire
area. The ranks must demand
that the leadership mobilize tte
full power of the Teamsters for
strike action and line up the
Labor Councils for whatever sup-
port is necessary.

The lessons of the scabbing, in-
junctions and union-busting fe-
deral mediators must be learned.
Now is the time to call a Bay
Area Congress of Labor to Jaunch
a fight for a labor party to hit
back politically.

As one picket stated: *'T agree
that labor sure needs its own
party. We need a labor party to
get men that represent us.”

AFSCME

Escalates
Strike At
University

BY AN AFSCME MEMBER

SAN FRANCISCO—The
strike by construction trades
against University of Cali-
fornia campuses today spread
to AFSCME locals in San
Francisco and Berkeley.

AFSCME Locals 1695 and 1650
were granted labor sanction for
their own strike demands from
both the Alameda and San Fran-
cisco Labor Councils.

At U.C. Medical Center, which
is a major hospital complex with
over 5,000 workers, whole sec-
tions of workers are now joining
the picket line. Medical records,
night janitors and Moffit house-
keeping are now solidly out.

DETERMINATION
One janitor expressed the

-determination of the workers

when he said, ‘“We're going out
and staying out until we get what
we want.” «

The trade union bureaucracy
and revisionists however are
completely disarming the
strength of the strike action.
Although contempt citations and
arrest warrants have been issued
because it is illegal for public
employees to strike in California
these forces now propose that the
courts and the union’s lawyers
are the only solution to the poli-
tical attacks by the government
on striking workers. '

BUST

Reagan and the regents of U.C.
are consciously attempting to
bust up the trade unions and the
Democrats and Republicans are
in collusion in these actions.

It is not, as one AFSCME
International Representative
claims, a situation in which ‘‘the
Democrats are going to propose
legislation legalizing the strike
after the strike is won.”" :

DEFY

The locals on strike must first
of all act to stop all deliveries
and defy those court orders for-
cing deliveries. Any arrests or
fines on the unions must be met
by the mobilization of the Bay
Area labor movement.

Strikers must fight to hold the
Labor Councils to a policy that no
union will return until all
demands are met with full union
recognition for all unions. A real
fight for this policy, backed by
the strength of the labor move-
ment, could bring thousands of
workers into the unions.

" LABOR PARTY
Second, the call by the ILWU
for a congress of labor in the Bay
Area must be. immediately
implemented with the task of the

labor movement breaking its:

support from the Democrats and
the running of labor's own
candidates.

As one striker said, ‘‘“There
isn't a dime’s worth of difference
between the Democrats and the
Republicans." The question now

for the trade unions is the run-

ning of political candidates that
are for and base themselves on
the trade unions.

e,



- give any maJor concession.

ks now it seems as if Childers’ (con-

" strike is dependent on the court’s

Wuns 'e
Sfrlke To Stop
Ford Speed-ups

MILPITAS Sunday, April 30——At a special strike meeting called to take actlon
against 1ntolerab1e health and safety conditions and the company’s refusal to
correct outstanding grievances, UAW Local 560 of the Ford assembly plant here

voted by 89 percent for a
Coming on the heels of the

.. strikes at Lordstown and Nor- .
- wood and the UAW national .

convention, which saw
massive opposition to the
Woodceock leadership, - this
~-vote- is-an indication of the
- eXplosive situation in auto na~
‘tionally “as the ranks take
. up battle to beat back the auto

bosses’ ‘union busting stra-

tegy of layoffs, speed—up, and
‘plant closings. =~

. The sharpest expression at the

,UAW convention .of the growing

rebellion in the ranks was the

. dumpmg of Paul Schrade, West:

U Cal Workers

':‘*Face Mass

BY BARRY GRAY

strike.

_Coast Reglonal Dlrector Wlﬂ'h

this fresh in their memories, the
Local 560 bureaucrats had to put

on a militant face: before’ the

membershlp

PATTERN

Just last week, the manage-

ment introduced a 10 percent
speed-up in the commercial divi-
sion, from 22-to 24 one quarter
units per hour. One workers from
the- swing shift stated at the

-meeting that some nights the line
runs as fast as 29 per hour. .

It is clear that Ford is fol- -
lowmg the pattern set by GM at

Arrests

BY TED BAKER
: BERKELEY-—-Stnkers at UC Berkeley and San Francisco

- are beginning to question any.
hearing from the courts. -~

. Hit with over 2000 restraining

et orders issued in Berkeley alone,
- the unions, have been fighting for -
“reversals in the courts, But the
~court has steadfastly refused to

. One-striker said: “The leaders
- have ‘been’ relying too much on
' Van Borg (unionlegal counsel) to

“persuade the judge. In my opi-

.- nion the court won’t treat us any

better than the Teamsters. Right

_-struction- leader) thinks all we
need is a smart lawyer Pore

R

. DENY
' The past week has seen the .

e Judge deny nearly. every -one of .

. Van  Borg’s. motions. The im-
,‘portant motion to divide the hea-
_rings up was denied, and as-a
~‘result;all those who ‘have re- .

;eelved contempt . citations  will
 have their cases heard jointly.

- This means that it is possible for
the court tomove to arrest. large

- numbers in-the next week.

" The only concession Van Borg
was able to win was the . over-
: ruhng of restraining orders on -
- ‘union officials  due to a legal_,
- techmcahty :

ILLUSION

 the leadership to spread the il-
. lusion' that the outcome: of -the

_action. At an- April 29 meeting

both: Groulx and Chllders spoke’
~ briefly and then turned the floor

~ court litigations for most of the

possxblhty of a sympathetlc :

remammg time. . - - '
~After the meetlng, one buildmg

tradesman said:’ ““I don’t 'think -

they even want a strike. They

held off until the ranks took over

and‘now alf they want to do is
talk about the courts. It’s not like

~it was only ‘the wages. that’s at

stake. The. University is trying to.
break ‘our’ unions.”’

Up until now the leadershlp has :

refused to call the strike a strike,

- instead calling it a protest. Now,

with- the- developments in court

coming to a head, there is a very -

-big danger that Groulx and Chil-

<. -ders will try to-end the strike to
- avoid the penaltles of the court. .

CAPITULATION .
‘Stich a capitulation would give

the University a free hand in all
of ‘its efforts to. cut wages and

jobs.. It ‘'would mean: the end of
trade unions on campus. The Uni-

versity would be free to lay off
any of those who it has notified,

including all on strike.

The leaders of the labor councx] ‘

Lordstown, attemptmg toi 1mpose
an_iron regime of speed—up in

preparation for massive layoffs.
One worker. in the commercial
division was given a reprimand
and disqualified from his utility
job for failing to keep up with the

increased speed. The foreman -
_told him he either had to do the

job or leave.
In the face of these attacks and

the anger of the membership, the -
" 560 leadership. attempted to stall

a strike vote. The chair told the
men that the union had called in
the federal: government to
investigate the grievances, and
put forward a motion to post-
pone the taking of a-strike vote
until they were better informed

- of what action the government
-could take. This motion was

overwhelmingly ‘voted down. .

AGU]LERO

Amid- calls for a vote, Buil-
ding Chairman-Aguilero read off

“the list of grievances and com-

plained about the arrogant way in
which the bosses were imple-
menting the speed-up. He ended
by saying,.‘‘We have. to take a
stand, because if we don’t we

may-as well throw the book away

and bend. over.” But  Aguilero

~made it clear.he accepts ‘the

speed-up and posed no fnght

o agamst it

Ford is glrdmg for.a show‘

_down with the union. Whole sec-
' tions of the plant have beenon 18 .

hours-overtime; and the company

has been stockplhng trucks and :
cars. They are prepared to take

on and defeat an isolated strike.

This ‘is ‘'what makes the fight
-to force the International to close

down' “auto nationally against

. the government’s whole union
busting strategy around the Pay
Board so critical. The lessons of

Lordstown must be learned.
The. strike there was sold out

despite the militancy of the ranks

because Woodcock and the local
leadership were able to keep it

isolated and on a simple trade'

umon Ievel

and the building trades have tried = -

. to sound militant since the strike

begari, but the only action they:

propose is in the courfs. A pxcket- :
- took up the leaders timid actions

by telling a Bulletin reporter:

know that all the unions are on

‘the line, not just us, but they’re E
~afraid of the . consequenc
S - bringing the wunions together.
_They’re afraid of what would
~happen if they called a con-
ference of labor here. ‘
.+ over to the union’s lawyer Victor -

* Van Borg who expounded on the

“1 agree with your" leaflet. We

can’t beat the government

without a Jabor party.” -

f,:

POLITICAL |

‘The central question at the

UAW. convention and the central

e , “.question- posed in every strike -
‘ : - “Groulx ‘and Childers both
Every effort is being made by -

today - is’ the "political - mobili-
zation - of ‘the working class
through - the constructlon of a
labor party. . :

“The ranks must demand that

-Local 560 call for a national shut- -

down by the UAW against Nixon

and the auto barons and build a.

labor party pledged to 30 for 40
and ‘the nationalization of the
auto mdustry

“Angela Davis listens to teshmony as frame-up trial contmues

- State DA Uses
Daws Dmry

'l'o Salvage Case

- BY ANN LORE ,

SAN JOSE—-—Three letters written by Angela
Davis to George Jackson in.June and July 1970 were
read into evidence this week by prosecutor Albert
Harris. A fourth letter, an 18 page diary, written

long after the escape attempt of August 7, 1970 was
suppressed by Judge Arnason.

* However the possibility was
left open that the prosecution

could ‘submit an edited ver-

sion at a later time. Also sup-
pressed was the testimony of
a San Quentin guard who
viewed - the - only ' physical
meeting between Davis and
Jackson, which did not take
place until a year later.
~'The prosecution has made it
clear that the Tetters are critical

. ‘to his case’ and convinced the

judge to cancel court on Thurs-
day so that both sides could bat-
tle  out. their admxssnblhty in
chambers..

“So far, the State has been un-
able to introduce any direct evi-
- dence linking Davis to the escape
.attempt at the Marin County
courthouse in which four persons
were Killed. In prior weeks; tes-
timony has centered around the
actual bloody events of August 7,
: but -now Harris must show that
* Davis planned the attempt and

knowmgly provxded the guns and'

ammunition.

‘Throughout, the prosecutlon ‘

has ~consciously suppressed all
political content from’ the trial,

to cover over the political -

xmphcatlons of the State’s efforts

“to viciously. attack all militants

and revolutionaries.

" Instead, the prosecution has
focused its case on the motive of
love; in an attempt to convince
the jury. that Angela Davis
plotted and conspired to arrange
an exchange .of hostages for
George Jackson, one of the Sole-
dad Brothers.

_ The defense is mamtammg that
the letters read to the jury “in no
way incriminate Angela Davis,”’
and that the prosecution has suf-
fered a major setback. Although
this may be a temporary defeat
for the State in its campaign to
lynch Davis, it is in no way deci-
sive and certainly no victory for
the defense.

Although the letters do not
relate to the Marin County es- -

cape attempt; they are ex-
tremely prejudicial against

Davis. They do indicate a very

strong, passionate love for
George Jackson and a close rela-

- tionship with Jonathan. But none.
of this is separated from her poli- -

tical commitment to free all poh-
tical prisoners. -

The letters alsb Show that two 'i e
Angela Davis, a

years ‘ago,
(Continued On-Page 19)
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