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BY MARTY. JONAS
The lmperlallsts and Stalinists are hoping that the
current epidemic of cholera, coupled with monsoon
winds in Bangla Desh will finish off the job that Yahya
Khan’s guns and tanks could not.

In almost a repeat of
tragic events of the East Paki-
stan cyclone last year, the im-
perialists have waited until the
event has passed its peak be-
fore sending their measly aid.

Among the five million refu-
gees from East Pakistan, there
are 68,000 cases of cholera. At
its peak, the death rate was
50% of those infected.

The difference between now
and last year’s tragedy is that
the masses of Bangla Desh are
in open revolt against the im-
perialist-backed Yahya Khan
regime. This makes their eli-

mination by any means expedient

for the imperialists.

The concern now shown by
Mrs. Ghandi and her capitalist
government in India is because
there is growing danger of cho-
lera reaching the industrial
belt, especially packed Calcutta,
and threatening profits.

DWARFED

Whatever the aid which will
now be sent to control the spread
of the disease, it will be dwarfed
by the billions sent by the im-
perialists to Yahya Khan towipe
out Bengalis. The imperialists,
aided at every point by the
Stalinists both of the Soviet
Union and China, aredetermined

that the 1947 partition of the.

Indian subcontinent shall remain.

That is why the United States
has proposed that Pakistan re-
store ‘“‘normal’’ conditions in
East Pakistan through ‘‘peace-
ful  political accomodation.”’
Assistant Secretary of State
for Near East, South East and
Asian Affairs, Joseph Sisco
said, ‘“Because of the possibility
that the situation in East Paki-
stan and Eastern India could
escalate dangerously we have
counselled restraint on both
sides.”

American diplomats have re-
portedly suggested as part of
the “‘peaceful’’ solution, the
acceptance of the Awami
League’s “‘six points of auto-
nomy.”’

lies the

Behind this proposal

the °

fear of imperialism that the war
for self-determination of Bangla
Desh will spread to West Bengal
in India and threaten the im-
perialist stranglehold on that
part of Asia. They hope to con-
tain the struggle of the Bengalese
within the sloganof ‘‘autonomy”’
and a quisling government in East
Pakistan.

The imperialists and Stalinists
will have a hard time in selling
this rotten betrayal, however.
The Bengali liberation fighters
have gone beyond the Awami
League’s original call for auto-
nomy within Pakistan.

As one Bengali militant told
the Bulletin at a recent 250
strong demonstration in New
York, ‘‘Yahya Khan has made
it so that we canonly fight
for independence. Hehas pushed
us, through his killings and his
butchery, beyond autonomy. We
can never existinthe same coun-
try as Khan.”

Demonstrators in New York City demand a stop to ]

to Pakistan tatorship.

Cops Let Fascists Shoot
Mexican Students-10 Dea

BY PAT CONNOLLY

At least nine persons were
killed and 130 wounded in
Mexico City on June 10th

after an armed mob of 500
rightists attacked a student

demonstration of 8,000.

The demonstration was called
to demand the release of those
imprisoned in 1968, after the
government brutally suppressed

demonstrations by workers,
peasants and students. Over 50
were killed by the police and
army, and hundreds were jailed
during massive demonstrations
before the 1968 Olympic Games
were held in Mexico City.

Many of these students have
been held in jail without trial
for three years. Last fall 150
were sentenced to from four

Nixon And The Greek Colonels
Welcome Mao’s New Diplomacy

BY A
BULLETIN REPORTER

With great fanfare from the tjons,

have pressed for some years for
the loosening of trade restric-
a large growth of trade

White House, the twenty-one is not anticipated.
year embargo on trade with Nixon has made it quite clear

China was ended on June 10th.

Nixon had first announced steps
toward ending the embargo at the
time of the much-advertised
*‘ping pong diplomacy”” in April.

. He had said then that final de-

cision awaited security review.

Commodities cleared for ex-
port include farm products, house
appliances, autos, and steel and
other metals. Materials of pos-
sible strategic value can also be
granted licenses in specific
cases.

U.S.-Chinese trade just before
the start of the Korean War
totaled about $200 millionannual-
ly. Although some sections of
capital, notably onthe West Coast,

Above is a section of the Puerto Rico Day march in

New York City.

The police carried out a brutal attack

on the Young Lords when the YLP attempted to get
“at the head of the parade to protest its control by
s capitalist and reactionary elements and the police.

. “With successful

that his aim is far more the busi-
ness of diplomacy than the busi-
ness of trade. In the words of
Presidential Press Secretary
Ziegler:

“President Nixon looks upon
these measures as a significant
step to improve communications
with a 1and of 800 million people
after a 20 year freeze in our
relationships. The President will
later consider the possibility of
further steps in an effort to re-
establish a broader relationship
with a country and a people having
an important role for future peace
in Asia.”

COLONELS

This new move comes atatime
when Mao is energetically pur-
suing the ‘‘normalization”” of
trade and diplomatic relations
with a whole number of capitalist
regimes and military dictator-
ships, including Greece, Turkey
and Iran.

Eleftheros Kosmos, a paper

-reflecting the views of the no-

torious Greek colonels’ regime,
boasts of its moves towards diplo-
matic and trade relations, saying
handling and
diplomacy, a Greek-Chinese
ping-pong should start.””

The grave danger posed to the
Chinese Revolution as well as to
the Vietnamese and other Indo-
chinese freedom fighters is
clearly expressed in Ziegler's
statement about ‘‘a broader rela-
tionship”” and ‘‘future peace in
Asia.”

The imperialists desperately
want the aid of the Chinese lea-
dership in betraying the Vietna-

mese struggle and safeguarding
the status quo in all of Asia.
They want an imperialist peace,
and all of the history of the
Chinese CP, especially its recent
role in backing the counter-revo-
lutionary bloodbaths in Pakistan
and Ceylon, points ominously to-
wards a new and more horrible
betrayal.

The imperialists and Stalinists
will use trade relations to move
toward a political alliance against
the workers and peasants of Asia.

years to seventeen years in
prison. Luis Echeverria Al-
varez, who has been President

of Mexico for six months, re-
leased some of the students but
detained many in prison.

The attack by the rightist
mob, whom students claim
were members of the irregular
police force, took place as the
march began. The mob was
armed and began shooting, and
then rampaged through the
streets, breaking windows and
attacking people on the streets.

Heavily armed police stood by
and watched the attacks and
made no move to intervene. Later

the army was brought in to
patrol the streets.
This fascistic attack is not

something separate from the up-
surge of the powerful Latin
American working class. From
Mexico to Argentina, to Bolivia.
the movement of the working
class throws the capitalists into
deeper crisis.

The fight to beat back these
attacks and the class which car-
ries them out is the fight
build Trotskyist parties in
every country to bring the vor-
king class to power.

Mitchell Defends Use Of
Wiretaps Against Left

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

In a speech before the Virginia
Bar Association in Roanoke, At-
torney General Mitchell defended
the Nixon Administration’s con-
tention that it could use wiretaps
against ‘‘dangerous’ radicals
without prior court permission.

What made Mitchell’s remarks
particularly important was that
this very issue is now before the
U.S. Supreme Court for de-
cision. In April the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals ruled against
the government, stating that in
wiretapping of domestic groups
the government had to obtain
prior court approval.

The Justice Department deci-
ded to appeal that ruling to the
Supreme Court. What is com-
pletely unprecedented is a pub-
lic statement, along with apress
release, on a matter on’appeal.
In the past, Administrations have
refrained from actions that
might make it appear they are
attempting to exert pressure on
the Court.

This is not Nixon’s and
Mitchell’s worry. According to
Mitchell, ‘‘never in our history
has this country been confronted
with so many revolutionary ele-
ments determined to destroy

by force the government and
the society it s;ands for.”
Says Mitckéll, there is no

“dividing line>” between hostile
foreign forces and domestic
“subversives.”” If it were
possible to separate the two,
“history has shown greater
danger from the domestic va-
riety.””

This is another indication of
the rapid move to the right of
the capitalist class. Faced with
the most explosive political and
economic crisis, with the wor-
king class more and more coming
into action, it is quite prepared
to dispense with the Constitu-
tion and the Supreme Court
altogether, if these become ob-
stacles in the path of ‘‘law and
order” and the preservation of
the capitalist system against the
masses of workers and youth.
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Part of the 800 Philadelphia high school students who

demonstrated at City Hall against budget cutbacks in

sports.

These students entered the City Hall singing

a song they made up: “‘If you don't give us back our
sports there’s gonna be trouble.”

BY PAT CONNOLLY

A recent Supreme Court
decision and a government
policy statement on housing
mark a new development of
the open racism ofthe Nixon

. administration.

The Supreme Court has just
ruled that communities can
close down publicly owned re-
creational facilities rather than
comply with court orders to
desegregate.

Jackson, Mississippi closed
its five pools (four ‘‘white,”” one
“Black’’) rather than operate
them on an integrated basis. The
court decision maintains that
since the pools are closed to
both Black and white, the deci-
sion did not violate equal protec-
tion of the laws for both Black
and white, whether or not it was
motivated by racism.

At the same time a Nixon ad-
ministration policy statement
issued on June 12th came out
with the most blatant double-
talk on equal housing. s

The statement says that the
government of course isopposed
to racial discrimination in
housing, since it is illegal, but
it distinguishes between racial

discrimination and ‘‘economic
discrimination.”’
“ECONOMIC”’

The ‘‘affluent community’’ can
refuse to allow any low or middle
income housing to be built, thus
preventing and excluding Blacks
from living in a particular area
as effectively as if there were
a huge sign saying ‘‘No Blacks.”

This is ‘“‘economic discrimi-

_which

SupremeCourt
Pushes Racism

nation’’ according to the Nixon
Administration, not racialdis-
crimination!

There canbeonlyone meaning
for this court decisionand policy
statement—to legitimize ra-
cism, to bolster it up, to show
side the government
stands on. The Supreme Court
decision really means that any
public facility—schools, hospi-
tals, playgrounds, can be closed
to prevent Blacks from using
them.

These developments take place
less ‘than a month after Nixon
toured Alabama with  George
Wallace. Theyare meant towhip
up racism, to turn the clock
back on integration, to lay the
basis for the real development
of the right wing.

REACTIONARY

The viciousness of these go-
vernment policies exposes the
rotten reactionary nature ofthe
turn to ‘‘Black Capitalism® by
Huey Newton and the Panthers,
as well as the whole questionof
separatism and Black national-
ism.

Nixon and the capitalistclass
are preparing to take on the
working class Black and white
in @ massive battle on its wages,
working and living conditions,
on its rights, and survival
itself. ~

The racist poison is part of
a class attack. It canonly be
fought and destroyed through the
fight to destroy capitalism, to
unify the working class around
a program for power, for the
building of socialism.

off here June

CSEA Betrays

State Workers

SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN i

NEW YORK, June 16—The Board of Directors of

the Civil Service Employees Association today called

off a statewide strike of over 140,000 state workers.

The strike, which was scheduled to start at midnight,
was against the layoff of 8,000 state workers.

The agreement under which
the strike was called offguaran-
teed only one thing: Layoffs.

Under the agreement, the union
agreed to accept the 3,481 layoffs
which have just been made. It
recognizes that ‘‘Unanticipated
economic conditions could re-
quire  further  staff adjust-
ments’’: More Layoffs.

The state agrees to “‘attempt™
to place laid off workers in va-
cant positions now filled by pro-
visional workers. Even if the
“‘attempt’” is successful—and
there is no guarantee—it would
mean that provisional employ-
ees, many of whom have held

their jobs for several years on
a ‘‘temporary’’ basis without
civil service protection, would
be laid off.

GOTBAUM

The responsibility for this
rotten sellout rests not only with
the leaders of the CSEA. Major
responsibility must be placed
squarely on the shoulders of
Victor Gotbaum, head of Dis-
trict Council 37. ‘

" After selling out city workers
on the pension issue, Gotbaum
stabbed CSEA workers in the
back. Last Sunday, Gotbaum in
a television appearance, con-

Cops Attack

BY MIKE CARLSON

NEW HAVEN, June 14—New
Haven police today viciously at-
tacked a demonstration of over
400 striking Yale workers and
their supporters. One striker was
sent to the hospital requiring 18
stitches, and seven were arrest-
ed, including union business agent
Vincent Sirabella and Catholic
priest Father James Groppi, as
Local 35 attempted to stop Yale’s
graduation ceremonies.

This escalation of open union-
busting tactics by both Yale and
the state, must be met with strike
action by New Haven labor and
the call for the building ofa labor
party.

The Sirabella leadershipof Lo-
cal 35 has beaten a retreat in
negotiating sessions with Yale on
the basic issue of job security.
Sirabella has agreed with Yale

Yale Strike

to delay ‘until next year any de-'
cision on the question of student
employment, which Yale is using
to gradually break up the union.

OPPOSITION

The growing opposition to the
leadership was sharply express-
ed at a meeting of black campus
workers called by supporters of
the National Welfare Rights Or-
ganization. After an almost tear-
ful speech by a trade-union re-
presentative from this group, a
black worker won enthusiastic
support from the audience after
hitting out against Sirabella, cen-
trally on the matter of his can-
didacy on the Democratic ticket.
A Workers League spokesman
spoke on the need for the mem-
bers of Local 35 to carry their
fight to the entire New Haven
labor movement.

demned the proposed CSEA
strike and refused to support it,
saying that layoffs are a non-
negotiable ‘‘managerial peroga-
tive’” and that the union’s only
right is to negotiate about who
goes first, according to sen-
iority.

Gotbaum then went on to say
that DC 37 had never struck
over layoffs and would not strike
over layoffs.

But over 10,000 city jobs have
been wiped out since October,
4,000 through layoffs. This is
only the beginning. Gotbaum’s
betrayal plays directly into the
city’s hands as it prepares to
eliminate tens of thousands of

jobs. ‘
For instance Lindsay claims

that there will be 1,000 attritions
in the Department of Social Ser-
vices before September. But
since workers are hanging on to
their jobs because of skyrocket-
ing unemployment, there is little
of the traditional turnover in
these jobs. So if there are not
1,000 attritions by September,
then there will be 1,000 lay-
offs.

The city talks of attrition,
but it is waiting for the situa-
tion to cool, for the impact of
the pension strike to settle, and
for workers to lose sight of
Lindsay’s demand for wup to
30,000 layoffs. Then they will
move in with the axe. N

It is clear that the plan for
layoffs stands, threatening the
jobs of tens of thousands of
city workers. The fight against
these layoffs and attacks on
wages, working and living condi-
tions can only go forward by
preparing for general strike ac-
tion and for the construction of
a labor party in opposition to
the completely bankrupt and anti-
working class Democratic and
Republican parties.

Dayton Frigidaire Slashes 6000 Jobs

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
DAYTON—I,152 Frigi-
daire workers are being laid
18th. This
makes 3,222 workers laid off
from Frigidaire in the last

seven months.

The company spokesman re-
cently used a company stooge
oriented ““Quarter  Century
Club’’ (management and workers

with 25 years or more seniority)
meeting to propagandize for a
wage freeze or wage cut.

One club member termed the
meeting a “‘pep talk’’ and added
that the employers are ‘‘looking
for more productivity.”” One
woman worker said, she thought
Campbell (Frigidaire General
Manager) was ‘‘asking us to move
to Japan.”’

Joe Shump, President of Local
801 IUE and Chairman of the

Legislature Votes liself 38 Per Cent ‘Lulu’ Hikg

BY A
BULLETIN REPORTER

NEW YORK—On every is-
sue the New York State Le-
gislature made crystal clear
this year what the policy of
the capitalist government is
towards the working class
and the unions: All out war!

While Rockefeller and Lindsay
argued over the balance between
increased taxationand social ser-
vice - cutbacks and layoffs, the
workers lost on every score. The
final outcome means brutal slash-
es in Medicaid, welfare and edu-
cation spending, the loss of at
least 25-30,000 jobs, and big in-

creases in income and sales
taxes.

But that is not all. MTA Presi-
dent Ronan now says that because
the enabling legislation for tolls
on East River bridges was not
passed, the subway fare will have
to rise to 50¢ next January. Ronan
intends to use the subway fare
increase in order to beat back the
transit workers in their contract
negotiations at the end of this
year.

Then of course there is the
rent decontrol, going into effect

as of July 1st at a time when de-

cent housing is already harder
than ever to come by. )
The Legislature topped it all

off by increasing assemblymen’s
“lulus” (expense accounts) from
$3000 to $5000 annually, and state
senators’ from $5000 to at least
$8500.

Democratic Party frauds like
Bella Abzug and Percy Sutton now
claim the answer is statehood for
New York City. The Lindsay Ad-
ministration claims to be studying
the idea.

-LULUS
The capitalist politicians will
do anything to obscure the class
issues, to keep the working class
divided and behind one or another
wing of the bosses. But it was
six Democratic Assemblymen

who abstained from the vote onthe
rent decontrol measure—because
they are landlords! It was Stanley
Steingut himself, the Assembly
Democratic leader, who said
about the increase in lulus, ““The

boys deserve it.”’

No doubt Steingut and all the
other think that millions of work-
ers deserve cuts in already in-
adequate Medicaid and welfare al-
lowances, while the Assemblymen
deserve their increases.

Now is the time to fight for
a political alternative, a labor
party, that will give all these
enemies and apologists for capi-
talism what they truly deserve.

Democratic Party of Dayton
and Montgomery County, claims
that Frigidaire intends to close
down the appliance section of
the Frigidaire plant. The entire
operation included 15,000 wor-
kers a year ago, is down to
10,000 now and with the new
layoffs will leave 4,000 appli-
ance workers still on the job.

Unnamed officials told Joe
Shump they are considering
three -~ “‘solutions’—‘‘relocate «

some place other than Dayton,
let the work out (subcontract)
to a Japanese firm, or let it out
to some other plant in the US.”’
This company statement is being
issued through union ‘‘leader’’
Shump.

Clearly the rankand file wor-
kers who fought for the all out
union defense for their Black
brother Homer Burton (beaten by
Moraine police inside the plant)
must fight back against the
company’s offensive which is
aided by the bankrupt leadership
of Shump.

Demands must be raised for
no wage cuts, no lay offs, a
30 hour week for 40 hours pay,
the nationalization of the industry
under workers control if the
employers claim they cannot -

_meet the needs of the workers.
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To Chi

Taxi Sirike

BY JONAH GALLATIN

CHICAGO—Governor Og-
ilvy announced last week a
forced labor policy that
threatens the very existence
of the trade unions in
Illinois.

Ogilvy plans t6 force 1000 wel-
fare recipients to scab for
Chicago’s major taxi firms
threatened with a strike on July
Ist.

The governor’s move to pro-
vide the taxi bosses with a scab
labor force is only a prelude
to more massive attacks on all
trade unions.

Two weeks ago Ogilvy called
for a widespread reform of the
Illinois welfare system. Then a
week later he announced the first
of his ‘“‘reforms”—a plan to
send the names of 1000 welfare
recipients to Chicago’s two
major taxi companies for em-
ployment screening. This was
only two weeks before the ex-
piration of the drivers’ contract.

DROPPED

The capitalist press has billed
the governor’s plan as a bold
move to reduce welfare costs
in Illinois. Ogilvy has saidthat
if a welfare recipient is offered
a job with the taxi companies
and refuses to take it he will
be , dropped from the welfare
rolls.

This means that if the taxi
drivers union goes on strike on
July Ist and the ‘‘drafted”” new
drivers honor the picket lines,
they will be out of work with no
prospect of getting back onwel-
fare.

After Ogilvy called for these
reforms, Jerry Feldman, presi-
dent of the Checker Cab Com-

pany and R.E. Samuels,
dent of Yellow Cab, publicly
announced that they each nee-
ded 500 new cab drivers. Ogil-
vy then said he would send
each company a list of 500 wel-
fare recipients’ names.

“Wonderful>> was Feldman’s
reaction. ‘‘Just send them in
and we’ll make good cab drivers
out of them.”

Feldman and Samuels are lymg
from beginning to end. :

In Chicago the competition for
fares is so stiff that most cab-
bies must spend from ten to
twelve hours on the street to
make ends meet. Furthermore,
Checker and Yellow have few
cabs left except for a hundredor
so old ones.

presi-

APPEAL

In the face of this attack, E.
W. Clark, president of Local
777 Democratic Union Organi-
zing Committee (an affiliate of
the Seafarers Union) said the
plan would be unfair to the
city’s 3,000 full time drivers
and had an ‘‘adverse effect”
on collective .bargaining pre-
sently underway.

Thus far Clark’s only stated
plan to oppose the attack is his
appeal to the city’s Vehicle
Commissioner to insure that
each new driver and vehicle
is properly checked.

Every trade unionist through-
out the state must raise the
demand in his union that the
AFL-CIO make immediate pre-
parations for general strike
action to beat back this attack
by Gov. Ogilvy and the bosses.
The ranks of labor must answer
the attacks with the demand for
full employment, for a 30hour

- week at 40 hours pay.

Hospital Union Leader

BY JIM HAYS

ST. LOUIS—In an openat-
tempt to break the strike of
Service Employees Union
Local 50 against Normandy
Osteopathic Hospital in St.
Louis, U.S. Magistrate Gar-
net Taylor has charged the
union’s business agent, Ann
Spears, with violation of the
Federal Gun Control Act.

She is accused of directing
three persons to fire bomb the
hospital on May 25. Maintenance
and service employees have been
picketing at the hospital for the
last month in order to obtain
union recognition.

The bosses are so afraid of
the growth of union militancy
and organization in the crisis
ridden St. Louis area hospitals
that they must make the wild
claim that Miss Spears paid
three youths $20 each to sit in
the hospital parking lot with a
fire bomb inside their car.

This attack on the labor
movement comes just at the time
two Washington University stu-
dents were given stiff sentences

in the U.S. District Court for
their alleged rolein last year’s
ROTC bombings. Joel Achten-
berg got fifteen years in prison
and Napoleon Bland received a
ten year sentence. Trade union
leaders like Harold Gibbons
of the Teamsters remain silent
over the arrest of Ann Spears.
St. Louis labor and student lea-
ders must call a mass rally to
prepare for strike action if the
attacks on hospital workers and
Ann Spears are not stopped im-
mediately.

FIREMEN

Meanwhile the wage offensive
of city workers, led by the fire-
men continues despite the weak-
ness of union leadership. Four
city employees’ unions have
formed a bloc to demand that
wage increases voted by the City
Service Commission take effect
on July 1 rather than August
22. Firemen at a firehouse on
Natural Bridge Road tolda
Bulletin reporter that the situa-
tion in the Firefighters Local
73 was a ‘‘tinderbox’’ with all

_eyes on two militant firehouses

Scab Threqibeiroii Youth Chained And

Bruiully Clubbed By Cops

Youth look over the Bulletin at Hines Park before police in brutal attack arrest 148 of them.

BY KEVIN HAZLETT

DETROIT, June 11-—On
May 21st, police from West-
land and other surrounding
communities arrested 148
youths in Edward Hines
Parkway, just north of De-
troit. This reporter heard
many stories of vicious phy-
sical assaults, including
people being chained totrees
and then beaten.

One student was clubbed when
he could not get his keys out
of his pockets fast enough, ano-
ther had his ribs broken. The
only excuse the police had for
the incident was that a few
people were throwing beer bot-
tles.

Other people told of police nar-
cotics agents spying from the in-
side, and one youth told ofbeing
beaten by agents after being
offered a ride to ‘‘get away from
the cops.”

The young workers and stu-
dents were given only fifteen
minutes to clear the area. The
attack was launched when the
picnic site was illuminated by.

parachute flares, and then the
in the city which could start

a wildcat at any moment.

They told of repeated delays
in promised and legally voted
wage increases. Moreover,
there have been massive layoffs
in the fire department with-a
cutback in manpower from 1100
to 900 in recent years.

Today many firemen are per-
forming captains’ jobs at pri-
vate’s pay. This comes at a
time of increased workload and
danger to the firefighters as
housing and buildings in the
city continue to decay. The
Water Workers union has al-
ready taken a strike vote. Wor-
kers in all other city unions
must insist that their leaders
take strike votes and call for
a citywide general strike iflarge
wage increases are not granted
immediately.

One fireman also told the
Bulletin that he would like to
see a labor candidate run for
mayor. Firemen must continue
with their petition campaign to
recall Mayor Cervantes and back
it up by building a labor party
and running a labor candidate.

cops closed in, arresting indis-
criminately on charges of ‘‘dis-
orderly conduct’® and herded
the people into waiting busses.

There will be more of this
at Hines Park with the rising
unemployment. As one youth
said, ‘‘We have nowhere to go.”’

One worker said that the po-
lice were just practicing with
these arrests. This isabsolutely
correct in that the government
is now preparing this type of

- attack, and more, in order to

drive the working class back to

the conditions of the 1930s.

The youth can see through
Nixon’s double talk, and this is
precisely what the government, :
is afraid of. This is why the capi-
talist class realizes that above
all else it must smaush the youth
in America and around the world.

Only the Workers League is
struggling to build a ‘revo-
lutionary youth movement to
fight for the mobilization of the
masses of young workers and
students in a class fight against
the government.

1199 Delegates Rebel
Against Leadership

BY AN 1199 MEMBER'
NEW YORK—Increasing disgust with the leadership of
Local 1199 (Hospital Workers Union) among 1199 dele-
gates burst into open rebellion at the June 10th Guild

Delegates Assembly.

Once again the meeting was
devoted to organizational issues,
despite the bridge workers strike
that had just ended and the im-
pending attackson hospital wor-
kers by Rockefellerand Lindsay.

President Davis gave a brief
report on this crisis assuring
the delegates that he had warned
the city and state that ‘‘the lay-
off of one 1199 worker would
mean the lay-off of all 40,000.”
He said that the union was ur-
ging the Legislature (which just
rejected the city workers pen-
sion) to hold a special ses-

sion to restore the budget cuts.

Davis only presented thisre-
port because delegates at the
last meeting demanded that ac-
tion be taken against the cut
backs.

Fred Mazelis, from the Rank
and File Committee took the
floor and proposed a city wide
hospital rally, that the union
fight for a general strike against
the budget cuts and that im-
mediate plans be made to build
a labor party and run labor
candidates in the 1972 elections.

Knowing that there was con-
siderable sympathy for these
Broposals Davis quickly called

the vote without discussion to
defeat the resolution.

It was then that the majority
of delegates from Mount Sinai
Hospital took the microphone to
denounce President Davis and
the way he conducted meetings.

When the delegates tried to
intervene earlier in the meeting
Davis had angrily demanded
they sit down and wait until the
end of the agendaand threatened
to bring them wup on charges
for “‘disrupting’’ the meeting.

“PUPPETS”’

He was obviously hoping that
by that time most of the dele-
gates would have left.

The delegates from Mount
Sinai accused Davis of domi-
nating all meetings, only voting
on what he agreed with, refusing
to listen to the delegates or
allowing them to make decisions
on the agenda.

A delegate from the Tri-
borough  Methadone Program
declared that ‘‘things have to
change’’ and -that Davis and the
leadership were just ‘‘puppets
for Rockefeller and Lindsay.”

_ Other delegates from other hos-

(Continued On Page 12)
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Clothing Workers Wildcat

BY A BULLETIN REPORTING TEAM
PHILADELPHIA—Rank and file members ofthe Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers union closed down all men’s
and boys’ clothing manufacturers in Allentown, Phila-

delphia and New York last week, demanding that

the

sweetheart ‘contract accepted by the ACWA leadership

be renegotiated.

On June 3rd, the ranks of the
New York ACWA Local 4 wild-
catted for two days against the
contract before going back to
work empty-handed.

But a week later, rank and file
militants in the Allentown local
sent delegations down to Phila-
delphia, where they gained im-
mediate support among the ranks
and extended the strike through-
out the city.

Two days later they sent
pickets upto New York. Members
of New York Local 4 refused to
cross their picket lines and
joined the wildcat, picketing not
only their plants but also the
ACWA headquarters on Union
Square.

This is the first major strike
of the ACWA in over fifty years.
A combination of pent-up anger
over past and recent wage and
pension settlements and frustra-
tion with a leadership that is
tied hand and foot to the clo-
thing bosses created the con-
ditions for such a wildcat.

The contract with the Clothing
Manufacturers Association
(CMA) calls for an insulting 20¢
an hour raise per yearover three
years. This total package is
less than what Nixon forced the
unwilling railroad workers to

Newark News striker takes a rest in what could be a long strike.

take as just a single year’s in-
crease!

AUTOMATION

Yet Jacob Potofsky, President
of the ACWA, was anxious to
ram this through without the
membership having a word . to
say about it. The grossness of
the betrayal involved here be-
comes even more bitter when
you add to it the way Potofsky
has completely thrown out the
window all restrictions on auto-
mation.

This particular bit of froth
comes at a time when the em-
ployers are preparing to install
new laser beam techniques which
will pose the immediate lay
off of thousands of clothing wor-
kers.

Even the pension planreeks
with false promises. If a worker
leaves or retires before he is
sixty-five years old—even if he
has. forty years on the job—he
would get nothing, not evenwhen
he later turns sixty-five.

These are the questions facing
the ACWA rank and file. The
pressures which have sent Pot-
ofsky and his cohorts flying into
the arms of the CMA are having
the opposite effect on the ranks.

(Continued On Pagel?2)

Opposition leader at mass Amalgamated Cothing Worker meeting in Philadelphia urges wildcat.

Antiwar Gls Demand
Release Of Officer

BY DAVID NICHOLS

One hundred Gls in Bri-
tain announced last week that
they would demand to be
courtmartialled if the US Air
Force went ahead with "its
plans to railroad Captain
Thomas Culver through a

court martial for his parti-_

cipation in an anti-war pro-
test held there three weeks
ago. i

The top brass of the Air Force
had Captain Culver arrested in
an attempt to squash any fur-
ther demonstrations. Ths back-
fired when a hundred GIs, who
had participated with Captain
Culver in taking a petition of
1,000 signatures against thewar
to the US Ambassador three
weeks ago, announced that they
too wanted to be courtmartialled.

Capt. Culver, a lawyer, was
the highest ranking officer in
the protest of over 200 American
Gls in Britain. He was ar-
rested on June 4th a few days
after the protest and on the
eve of his discharge from the

Air Force.

Although he has yet to be
charged, Capt. Culver feels he
will be courtmartialled . for
holding a demonstration and so-
liciting others to join him—a
crime according to the Air
Force which could net him a few
years in Fort Leavenworth.

Capt. Culver feels that
“...there’s a real good chance
that I’ll be courtmartialled and
there’s a good chance I’ll be
acquitted.”

EXTEND

Culver is a Vietnam veteran
who was just mildly against the
war when he went there but now
feels that the war is com-
pletely unjust to the Vietnamese
people.

The decision to arrest Culver
must have come from very high
up considering that he was not
arrested at the demonstration.
In view of the fact that he
was due to depart from the Air
Force, one would think that
they. would be more than happy
to be rid of him. But obviously

~the Gls with the rest of

he was chosen to be an exam-
ple. }

The Air Force said that it
can now extend time in the ser-
vice through a drawn out court-
martial if a serviceman gets
out of line or rather if he does
not stay out of the picket line.

CHARGES

In the US the Army is‘moving
against GIs at Fort Greely,
Alaska who published a GI
newspaper entitled Arctic Ar-
senal. Court martial charges
against Ed Jurenas, who was
a member of the Young Socialist
Alliance before he was inducted,
are being sent for consideration
to the Pentagon. :

It is clear that Nixon -and the
military are well aware of the
deepening crisis throughout the
military services. The offen-
sive -of the labor movement
against the attacks on the unions
now lays the basis for a poli-
tical struggle which will unite
the
working class against the go-
vernment.

BETHRUM BLACK CAUCUS DIVIDES STEEL RANKS

BY STEVE CHERKOSS
The struggle shaping up in the basic steel industry
that comes to a head with the expiration of the United

Steelworkers (USWA) contract with the Big Nine on

July 31 will be a decisive test for the entire working

class.

The question facing the steel-
workers is whether they will con-
tinue the wage offensive and pat-
tern of struggle set by the Team-
sters in 1970 when they won
$1.65 in wage increases over
three years, or be saddled by
the sellout package of the can
and aluminum settlements :

This kind of struggle requires
a united fight of the rank and
file in opposition to the unholy
alliance of the steel barons,
Nixon and the USWA bureaucracy
headed by L.W. Abel. This is
the basis ofthe Workers League
campaign to build a  national
rank and file caucus around a

program which includes the de-
mand for a $2.00 an hour wage
raise the first year of the
contract, FULL AND IMME-
DIATE cost of livingescalator,
the 4 day week at 5 days pay,
and other essential points as
spelled out in the Bulletin.

Just at the point where
the development of such a move-
ment based on theunity of Black
and white workers against all
forms of racism is urgent, we
see the formation of Black na-
tionalist groups such as the
recently organized Bethrum

group at the Vernon, California
mill of Bethlehem Steel Corpo-
ration. Bethrum 1is a ‘‘third
world”’ caucus composed of
Black and Chicano workers as
well as community forces. Its
alleged purpose is to fight
racism, build an independent
union only of Blacks and Chi-
canos to fight the company and
the union sellouts.

Bethrum is patterned after
DRUM (Dodge  Revolutionary
Union Movement) and the Revo-
lutionary League of Black Wor-
kers based in Detroit. The pro-

gram of these groups, behind
the radical, “‘revolutionary”’
phrasemongering is to avoid any
struggle which really challenges
the labor bureaucracy’s domina-
tion of the unions. Their pro-
gram actually pits Black against
white worker, and thus streng-
thens the very racism it sup-
posedly wants to fight.

. DRUM
During last year’s General
Motors strike, DRUM-type

groups played absolutely norole
(Continued On Page 12)*

The Bulletin hit the steel plants: Left: Sparrows Point, Baltimore; Center: Duluth; Right: Bethiehem , Pennsylvania.
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Nixon Suppresses
The Vietnam Report

The material contained in the 7,000 page secret report
by the Pentagon on the history of the war in Vietnam now
being released by the New York Times and Nixon’s swift
suppression of it leaves absolutely no doubt about the
preparations towards open dictatorship being made by the
rulers of the U.S.

This report commissioned by Robert McNamara while
he was Secretary of Defense chronicles from the Truman
to the Johnson Administrations, through a series of
‘‘scenarios,”” the plans for the brutal and bloody war
against the workers and peasants of Indochina. At the heart
of these ‘‘scenarios’’ at each point was the conscious
deception of the American working people.

Behind all the forms of bourgeois democracy, the
decisions for this war were being made and executed by
the top circles of the ruling class and their military arm,
the CIA. ' '

Long before the Tonkin Bay incident in August of 1964
when Johnson accused the North Vietnamese of aggression
and used this as a pretext to get a blanket support for
the war from Congress, the Administration had been
carrying out a war of aggression and provocation.

Under the direction of Johnson, the Military Command
in Saigon and the CIA hired mercenaries to conduct raids
together with U.S. and South Vietnamese forces against
North Vietnam. The presence of the U.S. destroyer in
Tonkin Bay was very much a part of U.S. imperialism’s
“‘provocation strategy.” ,

This exposes the real face of imperialism. Behind all
the talk about the silent majority’s support to this bloody
war is the fact that imperialism’s strategy was developed
with full cognizance of the hostility of the American
working class to this war. It was necessary therefore to
perpetrate lies and conduct this war from the dark halls
of the White House and Pentagon. |

The report is a clear indictment of both the Democratic
and Republican Parties and their role in this war. Johnson
the so-called ‘‘dove’® became the strategist for the
escalation of this war. Johnsondidnotactin a fundament-
ally different way than any other scoundrel in the Demo-
cratic or Republican Parties would in his position. One
thing is absolutely clear in this report, that the rulers,
from Truman to Johnson, at no point questioned the need
to defend imperialism’s interests in Southeast Asia and
the possibility of any compromise there.

Nixon and Mitchell claim that the report releases
information that threatens the so-called national defense.
But what they really fear is that the working class will
see the real class character of this war which is per-
petuated against their interests. ‘

Now to preserve the vital interests of imperialism,
the capitalist class must make a mockery of the bourgeois
democracy behind which it rules. It must now move
toward the suppression of even the capitalist press and the
destruction of all democratic rights.

The content of this report and now Nixon’s open moves
to stop its publication only exposes the bankruptcy of the
Stalinists and revisionists who seek alliances with the
liberals whose perspective is based on ‘‘pressuring”
the capitalist class. '

The logic of this perspective was carried out by the
Communist Party when it proposed a vote for Johnson
as the lesser evil in 1964 precisely at the time when he
was already preparing to carry out Goldwater’s plans
to bomb North Vietnam.

What the whole history of this war and now Nixon’s
action show is that the only thing the ruling class is
pressured by is their own class interests and the

_preservation of their system. This means open warfare
not only against the workers and peasants in Indochina
but the working class in the U.S.

This raises sharply the urgency of the fight for the
construction of a labor party. Only through the independent
political mobilization of the working class against capi-
talism is the war going to be ended. The struggle against
the war is partand parcel of the offensive of the American
labor movement, of the general strike movement that is
developing against the attacks onits wages and conditions.
It is this movement and its political expression, the labor
party, that will spell the doom for the imperialists and
their filthy wars. o '

Come on, Mr. Nixon, let's stop this foolishness and get on with crushing revolutions.

What we think

The American Communist Par-
ty has taken up the cudgels for
Prime Minister Fidel Castro of
Cuba, on the notorious Padilla
case.

Heberto Padilla is a well known
Cuban writer and poet who re-
cently ran into difficulty with the
Castro regime. He was jailed
without charges on March 20,
and released on April 25, three
weeks after writing a statement
of “‘self-criticism.”’” This “‘con-
fession’> was read by Padilla to
a meeting of the Cuban Writers’
Union on April 27.

Several weeks later, a group
of 60 prominent intellectuals from
Europe and the Western Hemis-
phere issued an open letter which
denounced * Padilla’s ‘‘confes-
sion’> and voiced the suspicion
that it was a result of physical
torture.

This statement and the ensuing
uproar has forced Castro to pub-
licly deny that any torture was
involved. And-as always, the A-
merican Communist Party is
ready and eager to defend the
crimes of its fellow Stalinists
or its Bonapartist and national-
ist allies.

Hence the two page spread in
the June Sth issue of the Daily
World, reprinting Padilla’s ‘‘con-
fession,”” titled, ‘I Smeared
Cuba’s Revolution.””

The editors of the Daily World
introduce Padilla’s statement as
follows: ‘It is a letter, slightly
abridged, that he wrote to the
Cuban government after a period
of self-scrutiny and self-analys-
is. He had been taken into.cus-
tody by the Cuban authorities
for his unceasing defamation of
the Cuban Revolution, supplying
slanderous information to foreign
writers, some of whom are ac-
tually sent to Cuba for purposes
made notorious by the CIA...”

The editors of the Daily World
actually admit that Padilla’s
“self-scrutiny’’ followed his ar-
rest. And the charges? *‘Defama-
tion...supplying slanderous infor-
mation...”> They cannot even show
the slightest evidence for any
connection with the CIA, so that
charge is simply insinuated. Since
everyone knows that the CIA is
active in Cuba, and since Padilla
admits he slandered the revolu-
tion, this kind ofamalgam, backed
up by a confession, becomes the
proof of counterrevolutionary ac-
tivity.

Decades of frameup trials by
Stalin and all of his henchmen
and heirs show quite clearly the
wa, in which these amalgams
have been used time and time
again to cynically develop scape-

CP Daily World Defends Castro’s Attack On Padilla

goats, divert attention away from
the difficulties of the regime,
and isolate and exterminate the
revolutionary opponents of Stalin-
ism.

The suspicions voiced on the
Padilla case are therefore highly
warranted. And the ‘‘confession”

itself, as has been pointed out,

reads like a total fraud, of which
there have been thousands of ex-
amples in the long history of
Stalinism.

In the 1930s the American
Stalinists conducted a ferocious
campaign around the Moscow
Trials, designed to show that
Lenin’s old comrades, and Trot-
sky in particular, were agents of
imperialism. These trials andall
the confessions at them have been
completely exposed as complete
fabrications from start to finish.

_But the American CP has never

repudiated these trials.

The American CP has never
explained its own role during
these trials, and in the prepara-
tions for the assassination of
Trotsky himself, in 1940. And
now this same party, this same
leadership, wants the readers of
the Daily World to believe another
“‘confession.””!

In 1956 and 1968 it was the
U.S. Communist Party which
played again the boldgst role
among all the foreign CPs in
defending the crushing of the
Hungarian Revolution and the
struggle of the Czech workers
and youth against the bureau-
cracy.

When the Puerto Rican nation-
alists of the MPI attempted to
stop the Workers League’s criti-
cisms of their policies with
physical attacks, they knew that
the logical place to turn for
support of their charges that-the
Workers League were ‘CIA a-
gents’’ was the American CP.

When the Ceylonese bourgeois
coalition government of Mrs.
Bandaranaike, the Stalinists and
the ex-revisionist LSSP was up
to its neck in the blood of Cey-
lonese revolutionary youth, the
Daily World rushed into print
with stories about ““Ceylon’s mis-
guided youth’’ whom, it seems,
had been inveigled by the CIA to
revolt against the Bandaranaike
government—which explains, we
suppose, why the U.S. government
gave its 100% support to the sup-
pression of the revolit.

The revolutionary movement
needs no reminders on the
counterrevolutionary activities of
the CIA. It is the Stalinist bur-

eaucracy which connives with the .

imperialists against the workers
and peasants. Then it seeks to
cover its policies by the most

gigantic frameups against its re-
volutionary opponents.

The Castro regime is in the
deepest economic and political
crisis in its history. Castro’s
economic policies lie in ruins.
He is forced more and more to
attack the Cuban working class,
through the introduction of new
labor codes, ‘‘anti-loafing laws”’
and the like.

At the same time Castro is si-
lent on the true counterrevolu-
tionary nature of the regimes
in Mexico, in France, in Spain,
in Pakistan and in Ceylon, where
the working class and youth have
taken up the struggle against im-
perialism and capitalist reaction.
It is no accident that Padilla’s
¢onfession compares himself to
“those writers who live in so-
cialist countries and whose works
are secretly published on the
outside, and who become a kind
of authority no state cantouch...””
The comparison to Soviet dissi-
dents like Solzhenitsyn, Sinyav-
sky, Daniel, and Grigorenko is
obvious.

Castro, like the Soviet bureau-
cracy, must seek to discredit
every trend critical of Stalinism
among the intellectuals and the
youth, because these can be the
beginning of the development of
Trotskyism, the only revolution-
ary alternative, within the work-
ing class. That would be the
finish of Castro and his Stalinist
mentors.
~ The American Communist Par-
ty defends every crime of the
bureaucracy in the Soviet Union
and all of its allies. It defends
unswervingly the betrayals of the
trade union bureaucracy here at
home. With every weapon at its
disposal it seeks to hold back
the movement of the working
class.

In the 1970s the betrayals of
Stalinism can and must be stop-
ped. The 1930s will not be re-
peated if an international revo-
lutionary movement is built which
takes forward all the lessons
of Trotsky’s struggleagainstSta-
linism, and which makes these
lessons real in the struggles all

.over the world, including Eastern

Europe.

That is the tremendous signi-
ficance of the International Youth
Rally at Essen, West Germany,
called for July 3 and 4, 1971.
This rally, supported by the In-
ternational Committee of the
Fourth International, will bring
together revolutionary youth from
both East and West Europe, from
the advanced and colonial coun-
tries. It will be a tremendous

_blow against imperialism and its

Stalinist helpers.
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Lenin as
Revisionist

TODAY THE CRISIS of imperialism and the
offensive of the working class internationally
requires above all the construction of the
revolutionary party, the building of a Marxist
leadership in the working class. This leader-
ship must be rooted and can only develop as
part of the continuity of the Marxist move-
ment, assimilating all of the lessons of the
history of the working class.

The strategy upon which the revolutionary
party must be based has been developed his-
torically. The FirstInternational was only able
to formulate the principles of revolutionary
strategy and could test them only partially in
the experience of various countries. The Second
International dissolved strategy into tactics
and the day to day movement. If was the October
Revolution and the Third International under
the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky that re-
established revolutionary strategy and
developed it for this epoch.

Stalinism historically represented a break with the
continuity of the Marxist movement, its theory, its
strategy for the victory of the world revolution and
with all the strategical experiences of the working
class. After Lenin’s death Trotsky continued the strug-
gle for the continuity of October and the early years
of the Communist International in the struggle against
Stalinism and the construction of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

Progressive. Labor was born out of the Stalinist
movement. The thread that runs throughout the deve-
lopment of this organization from Road to Revolution I
to Road to Revolution III is its maintenance of Stalin
against Trotsky.

The movement of the working class today into the
struggle for power and the demands the leadership of
this struggle places on the development of strategy
has thrown PL into the deepest crisis. Refusing to
confront the roots of revisionism in Stalinism and
seeking at all costs to maintain its middle class move-
ment, PL is driven into a war with Lenin and Leninism,
into a war against the strategy which alone can lead
the working class to power.

Stalin sought to destroy Leninism by reviving the
theories of the Second International and covering them
with Bolshevik phraseology and quotes from Lenin.
Today PL goes even further. It has literally turned
history upside down in its desperate attempt to defend
Stalin. Lenin is openly denounced as a revisionist
and even a capitalist and all of Stalin’s counterrevolu-
tionary positions are attributed to Lenin.

We have already seen how PL begins its attack on
Lenin by calling into question the revolutionary role
of the working class, ‘accusing Lenin of not under-
standing that the peasantry is all proletarianized and
‘“a main revolutionary force.”” PL then denies that
Lenin fought for the dictatorship of the proletariat
and essentially negates the October Revolution. The
degeneration of the Soviet Union, says PL, is rooted
in Lenin’s New Economic Policy.

But this is not enough. PL must also destroy the
whole strategy for world revolution which Lenin and
the Third International developed. In doing this PL
is driven to the ridiculous and to the greatest distor-
tions.

In Road to Revolution III PL contends that Lenin’s
failure to understand the role of the peasantry led
him to reject a socialist program and thus to make
alliances and concessions with the bourgeoisie.

PL sees this revisionism and these alliances with
the bourgeoisie expressed concretely inMao’s program
of the New Democracy and in the policy of the Seventh
World Congress of the Comintern which outlined the
perspective of the Popular Front.

The whole purpose of PL’s analysis is to conceal
the role of Stalin, his responsibility for not only Mao’s
development but the policy of the Popular Front. PL
turns Lenin into a nationalist, a reformist and Stalin
into an internationalist and leader of the world revo-
lution.

LENIN AS “REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALIST®’
Under the subhead ‘‘Traditional Communist Strategy
Must Be Replaced,” PL says the following about Lenin’s
strategy:
““The interaction between socialisf revolution and
national liberation is the heart of traditional communist

strategy. Their relationship to each other is the pivot
of the strategy Lenin himself devised and fought for
from 1903 on. This was the strategy of the Bolsheviks
and all the parties of the Communist International.
It is the strategy promoted by the Chinese Communist
Party today.

‘But on no matter is communist practice so pen-

dulum-like, or Marxist-Leninist theory so equivocal, °

as on the matter of national liberation. The ambiguity
of this strategy cannot be considered.an accidental
or incidental problem to be cleared up by further ex-
plication. Nearly 70 years of ideological struggles
within the communist movement, and communist-led
struggles, have clarified matters enough. Itiscrystal-
clear that equivocation is inherent in the strategy and
political activity derived from it is bound to swing from
one course to its opposite. At its most successful it
enables an organization to win the support of the masses
of the working people on the basis of a radical reform
program. . ..” (43)

According to PL, Lenin’s ambiguous position on the
question of national liberation led him to develop national
liberation as a ‘‘strategy’” of ‘‘revolutionary nation-
alism.”’ (44)

To say that Lenin’s strategy was a strategy of
“revolutionary nationalism’’ based on the struggle for
national liberation is simply to deny everything that
Lenin wrote and did. It denies his whole struggle not
only for the October Revolution, but his struggle be-
ginning in 1914 to construct the Third International.

The foundations of the Third International had their
roots in Lenin’s struggle against the betrayers of the
Second International who substituted their reformist
program of ‘“‘national socialism,’’ that is, support to
their own national bourgeoisie in the imperialist war,
for the struggle of the world working class for power.

In the course of Lenin’s preparations for the strug-
gle for power in April, 1917, he was already outlining
his plans for the convocation ofthe Third International.
His April Theses, which PL incidentally has wiped
out of history, had as its ninth demand the call for the
construction of a new international.

Lenin began first of all with an understanding of the
epoch, the epoch of imperialism, of world economy and
world politics. As Lenin saw it a party could only be
constructed on the basis of an international program
which corresponded to the character of the epoch. The
strategy of the Bolshevik Party and the Communist

International in its early period proceeded from an
analysis of the conditions and tendencies of world
economy and of the world political system as a whole
in all its connections and contradictions.

It was precisely Lenin’s understanding of the epoch
of imperialism which led him to pay close attention
to the national liberation movements. Under impe-
rialism the whole world was partitioned by the mono-
polist powers. A system of exploitationand oppression
was developed by the imperialists which cut off the
possibility of further development of the colonial and
semi-colonial countries along the lines of industriali-
zation and the bourgeois revolution as it had developed
in the advanced countries. Two thirds of the world
was condemned to the role of tributaries to the im-
perialist countries, providing raw materials and cheap
labor. National oppression was intensified creating
tremendous resistance among the oppressed masses
of these countries.

PL tries to pass Lenin off as a muddlehead who held
“ambiguous’’ .and ‘‘contradictory’’ positions on the
question of national liberation. It is precisely Lenin’s
demand for analysis from the standpoint of dialectical
materialism that disturbs PL. For on this question
as all others, Lenin demanded a concrete analysis of
the historical, social and economic source of the
struggles. The different attitudes which Lenin, as
Marx, held toward different ‘national’” movements
spring from one and the same socialist and interna-
tionalist outlook.

PL would, of course, feel much better about it if
the question could be solved once and for all through
formal logic. This is why it does not dare give its
own ‘“‘explication” of the question.

THE DEMAND FOR SELF-DETERMINATION

Lenin, as Marx and Engels, saw the demand for self-
determination as one of many demands for democracy
which had to be considered and supported within the
context of the world struggle for socialism by the
working class.

Lenin emphasized throughout his work on this question
that the demand for self-determination is always asso-
ciated with a country in a state of backwardness which
has either not passed through the bourgeois democratic
revolution or where this revolution has only been
partially successful. Lenin considered the demand
for self-determination to be a bourgeois democratic
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demand and its only progressive content to be the
right to secede.

Lenin’s support to this demand in no sense entailed
his support to nationalism. He did not see it as an
end in itself or a ‘‘strategy’ but he did see it as
absolutely essential to unite the working class inter-
nationally, to unite the workers in the imperialist
countries with the workers and peasants of the colonial
countries in a common struggle -for the destruction
of imperialism. .

““In the internationalist education of the workers of
the oppressor countries emphasis must necessarily be
laid on their advocating freedom for the oppressed
countries to secede and their fighting for it. Without
this there can be no internationalism. It is our right
and duty to treat every Social Democrat of an oppressor
nation who fails to conduct such propaganda as a
an imperialist. This is an absolute demand, even where
the chance of secession being possible and ‘practicable’
before the introduction of socialism is only one ina
thousand. . . .

‘‘People who have not gone into the question tho-
roughly think that it is ‘contradictory’ for the Social
Democrats of oppressor nations to insist on the ‘free-
dom to secede’ while Social Democrats of oppressed
nations insist on the ‘freedom to integrate.” However,
a little reflection will show that there is not, and
cannot be, any other road to internationalism and the
amalgamation of nations, any other road from the
given situation to this goal.”’ (45)

Lenin’s understanding of this question played a big
role in the victory of the October Revolution in uniting
the working class and the peasantry in a country
made up of nationalities.

PL claims that in answering Luxemburg’s attacks
on the demand for self-determination in April, 1916,
Lenin contended that ‘“To get to socialism the world
must pass through a democratic phase. So the pro-
letariat must fight for democracy, part of which is
national self-determination.”” (46) To prove this PL
quotes the following statement (without citation) from
Lenin: ‘““The socialist revolution is not a battle ona
single front.”” (47)

If we look at the whole passage from Lenin’s theses
on ““The Socialist Revolution and the Right of Nations
to Self-Determination’> from which this is taken we
find that Lenin is hardly talkingabout the world passing
through a democratic phase.

‘““Imperialism is the highest stage inthe development
of capitalism. In the foremost countries capital has
outgrown the bounds of national states, has replaced
competition by monopoly and has created all the objec-
tive conditions for the achievement of socialism. In
Western Europe and in the United States, therefore,
the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat for the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie is on the order of the
day.” (48)

Later on we find the quote which PL has extracted
out of context:

““The socialist revolution is not a single act, it
is not one battle on one front, but a whole epoch of
acute class conflicts, a long series of battles on all
fronts, i.e. on all questions of economics and politics,
battles that can only end in the expropriation of the
bourgeoisie.”’ (49)

Lenin makes the point here that the socialist revo-
lution is not just a single act but includes a system
of actions and demands which by their association
and growth lead the working class to take the road

“of power. This struggle, he says, must include an
all-round, revolutionary struggle for democracy. He
draws a sharp line between those who seek to limit
the struggle simply to democracy and to pose it ina
reformist way, limiting it to bourgeois legality and
those who see the defense of democratic rights as
part and parcel of the struggle tooverthrow capitalism.

PL distorts Lenin’s position here in order to link
it to the position of the Stalinist Popular Front in the
1930s. ‘““We know,”” PL says, ‘“‘from the 1930s most of
the communist movement stopped struggling for so-
cialism in order to struggle for democracy.” (50)
But the Comintern in the 1930s did precisely what Lenin
had warned against because under the leadership of
Stalin it had rejected the struggle for world revo-
lution.

THREE QUOTES OUT OF CONTEXT

In a similar way PL attempts to reduce Lenin’s
perspective to simply a struggle for self-determination.
It takes three quotes from Lenin which are completely
torn out of context:

““The popular masses of the East. . .which up until
then had been completely outside the orbit of his-
torical progress, because (they) could not constitute
an independent revolutionary force, ceased, as we
know, to play such a passive role at the beginning of
the 20th century.””

“It is becoming quite clear that the socialist revo-
lution which is impending for the whole world will not
be merely the victory of the proletariat of each country
over its own bourgeoisie. That would be possible if
revolution came easily and swiftly. We know that the
imperialists will not allow this, that all countries are

~armed against their domestic Bolshevism and that

their one thought is how to defeat Bolshevism at home.

““Union of the proletariat and working masses gene-
rally of all nations and countries for a joint revolu-
tionary struggle to overthrow the landowners and the
bourgeoisie. For this alone will guarantee victory over
capitalism.”” (51) ) :

PL then concludes:

“In this way Lenin merged the peasant with the¢
national and colonial questions. His idea was two-fold.
On the one -hand, destroy the various imperialist,
multi-national empires through secession, and on the
other hand, unite the working classes of the separate
nations organizationally. . . .Just as the middle pea-
sants are the core of the ‘democratic dictatorship’
strategy, the national bourgeoisie is the core of the
national liberation strategy.”’ (52)

It takes the wildest stretch of imagination to come

Lenin addressing Third Congress of Comintern.

to such conclusions even from these remarks by
Lenin. Nowhere does PL explain from this how Lenin
merged the peasant with the national and colonial
questions. Nor is there anything here about the national
bourgeoisie being the ‘‘core’ of Lenin’s ‘‘national
liberation strategy.”” PL contends from the excerpts
that Lenin’s strategy amounted to simply fighting for
secession and uniting the ‘‘working class organiza-
tionally.”’

What Lenin actually outlined in these passages,
the first of which are taken from Lenin’s address to
the Second Russian Congress of Communist Organi-
zations of the Peoples of the East on November 22,
1919, and the third from his ‘‘Preliminary Draft
Theses On the National and the Colonial Questions”’
written in 1920 for the Second Congress of the Com-
munist International, is the perspective of permanent
revolution.

In his address to the Peoples of the East, Lenin
outlines the development since the growth of impe-
rialism of the struggle in the colonial countries, the
revolutionary struggles in Turkey, Persia and China.
He shows how the imperialist war brought the colo-
nial peoples into international politics. Far from
it being simply a struggle of secession and ‘‘organi-
zational’’ unity of the working class, Lenin shows
how these developments now engulf the whole world
in the struggle for socialist revolution. This PL
leaves out.

‘‘Hence, the socialist revolution will not be solely,
or chiefly, a struggle of the revolutionary proletarians
in each country against their bourgeoisie—no, it will
be a struggle of all the dependent countries, against
international imperjalism. Characterizing the ap-
proach of the world social revolution in the Party
Program we adopted last March, we said that the civil
war of the working people against imperialists and
exploiters in all the advanced countries is beginning
to be combined with national wars against interna-
tional imperialism. That is confirmed by the course
of the revolution, and will be more and more confirmed
as time goes on. . . .

“It is self evident that final victory can be won only
by the proletariat of all the advanced countries of the

“in the advanced countries.

'world, and we, the Russians, are beginning the work

which the British, French or German proletariat will
consolidate. But we see that they will not be vic-
torious without the aid of the working people of all
the oppressed colonial nations. .The task is to
arouse the working masses to revolutionary activity,
to independent action and to organization, regardless
of the level they have reached; to translate the true
communist doctrine, which was intended for the Com-
munists of the more advanced countries, into the
language .of every people; to carry out those practical
tasks which must be carried out immediately, and to
join the proletarians of other countries in a common
struggle.”’ (53)

Lenin called for a ‘‘closer union of the proletariat
and the working masses of all nations and countries’’
precisely because, as the section of the quote PL omits
states: ‘“The whole political situation has now placed
the dictatorship of the proletariat on the order of the
day.”” (54)

In other words Lenin saw the struggle ofthe working
class and peasantry in the colonial countries for na-
tional liberation merging with the struggle of the wor-
king class in the advanced countries against capitalism.
The revolution in the backward countries will grow
over into the socialist revolution to the extent that
it comes under proletarian leadership. This is why
Lenin emphasized the need to construct Communist
Parties. The final victory of these struggles could
only be achieved through the victory of the proletariat
This is why Lenin sought
to unite the working class ‘‘organizationally’’—to con-
struct an international party capable of carrying for-
ward this struggle to victory.

Lenin’s whole analysis is only confirmed by the
world today in which the struggles of the workers and
peasants in Indochina, in the Middle East, in East
Bengal for national liberation are now joined by the
struggles of the workers in Europe and America posing
the possibility for the destruction and defeat of im-
perialism internationally. This is why today the stra-
tegy developed in the first five years of the Com-

.munist International lays the foundation for our strug-

gles today. But it is this that PL seeks to destroy.

PL launches into its attack on the policies of the
first five years of the CI by noting that the Comintern
at its First Congress voted unanimously for the mani-
festo which had been drafted by Trotsky.

“Lenin and the rest of the congress unanimously
accepted Trotsky’s draft manifesto, which stated in
part:

‘The liberation of the colonies is only possible ac-
companied by that of the metropolis. The workers
and peasants not only of Annam, Algeria, Bengal,
but also Persia and Armenia will only obtain the

"~ possibility for independent existence on the day when

the workers of England and France will have over-
thrown Lloyd George and Clemenceau and taken state
power in their own hands. . .Colonial slaves of
Africa and Asia! The hour of proletarian dictatorship
in Europe will also be the hour of your liberation!’*’ (55)

PL takes this and tries to attribute Luxemburg’s
denial of the struggle for self-determination in the
colonial countries to Trotsky and Lenin.

‘‘Speak of Luxemburgist deviations! How can we
expect any one to take the role of revolutionary theory
seriously when, under the passion of the moment,
even Lenin can endorse such an outlook? . ..Or
perhaps we should conclude that, for all his pro-
nouncements on the subject, he just could not over-
come his own ambiguous feelings, he could not. win
himself to wuphold the ‘right of self-determi-
nation.””’ (56)

Needless to say Trotsky is not talking about denying"
the importance of the struggle for self-determination.’
PL’s contention cannot stand up to either Lenin’s or
Trotsky’s work on the question. Trotsky stated quite
clearly to the Second Congress that:

“The socialist who aides directly or indirectly in
perpetuating the privileged position of one nation at
the expense of another. . .who draws a line of dis-
tinction between the races and colors in the matter
of human rights (should) be branded with infamy,
if not with a bullet, but in no case merits either a
mandate or the confidence of the proletariat.”’ (57)

The point that Lenin and Trotsky emphasized over
and over again, and this is the point Trotsky is making
here, is that without the socialist revolution in the
advanced countries, it is impossible for the colonial
countries to be fully independent or to be able to con-
struct socialism.

This is absolutely clear if we look at the rest of the
quote which PL cleverly omits:.

‘“Even now the struggle in the more developed
colonial countries, while taking place under the banner
of national liberation, immediately assumes a more
or less clearly defined social character. If capitalist
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Europe has violently dragged the most backward sec-
tions of the world into the whirlpool of capitalist
relations, then socialist Europe will come to the aid
of liberated colonies with her technology, her organi-
zation and her ideological influence in order to faci-
litate their transition to a planned and organized
socialist economy!”’ (58) )

It is not accidental that PL omits this. It was Stalin’s
denial of this basic principle of Marxism that formed
the basis for his theory that socialism could be con-
structed in a bgckward country. In turning to this,
Stalin, of course, broke with Lenin who over and over
again reiterated that without the revolution in the West
the Soviet Union was doomed.

THE SECOND CONGRESS OF THE CI

PL contends that after the First Congress Lenin
changed his strategy from a struggle just in the
Western European countries to the colonial countries:

“In any case, a year later, with the revolutionary
wave at its peak Lenin changed his views again.
He used the Second Congress of the Communist Inter-
national to lay down his new strategy, which was really
his old strategy applied globally. This strategy en-
compassed a set of mutually contradictory premises.

‘““His starting point was that the central point of
world politics is the struggle of the world bourgeoisie
against the Soviet movement and the Soviet Russian
Republic. One cannot now confine himself to pro-
claiming the need for closer union of the working
people of various nations, now the policy must be the
unity of the liberation movements with Soviet
Russia.”’ (58)

These mutually contradictory premises according to
PL, included temporary alliances with the bourgeois-
democratic movements but only on condition that
communist parties are permitted to be formed in the
national areas. The other was that in the event the
revolution did not occur in the West, ‘‘the most
radical elements of the national bourgeoisie were to
be supported.’’ (59)

According to PL, Lenin’s strategy of ‘‘unity of libera-
tion movements with Soviet Russia’’ developeda foreign
policy ‘‘based on the national interests of each socialist
state.”” (60)

Here PL tries to attribute to Lenin the position
developed by Stalin after Lenin’s death, that the defense
of the Soviet Union and the construction of socialism
in one country requires not world revolution but
unity with the national bourgeoisie. It was precisely
on this basis that Stalin formed his alliance with
Chiang Kai-Shek disregarding completely the perspec-
tive outlined in the Theses on the colonial question
at the Second Congress.

The Second Congress, in fact, was in no way limited
to a discussion of the struggle in the colonial countries,
or to forming an alliance with the national bourgeoisie.
The Second Congress occurred during a period of
revolutionary upheavals in which the CI felt the vic-
tory of the revolution was possible in the West and
preparations were made for this in terms of the con-
struction of the Communist Parties.

The central task of this Congress centered around
the 21 demands to draw a sharp line between the
perspective of the Communist movement and the forces
of the Second International, many of which now sought
to join the CI.

In his ““Theses on the Basic Tasks of the Communist
International’> which were adopted by the Second
Congress, Lenin said:

“It is a distinguishing feature of the present moment
in the development of the international communist
movement that in the great majority of capitalist
countries the preparations of the proletariat to bring
its dictatorship into being have not been completed,
indeed, in many cases have not even been systemati-

cally begun. It does not follow that the proletarian
revolution is impossible in the immediate future. It

is quite possible for the entire economic and poli--

tical situation is unusually rich ininflammable material
and in reasons for its suddenly catching fire....
From what has been said it follows that for the
communist parties the immediate task is to accelerate
the revolution, taking care not to provoke it artifi-
cially before adequate preparations have been made.
The preparation of the proletariat for the revolution
must be promoted by action. On the other hand, the
history of many socialist parties, previously referred
to, makes it essential to see that recognition of the
dictatorship of the proletariat does not remain an
empty word.

“From the standpoint of the international prole-
tarian movement, therefore, the chief task of the
communist parties at the present moment is to rally
the scattered communist forces, to create a united
communist party in each country....to multiply
tenfold the work of preparing the proletariat for the
conquest of state power in the form of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.”’ (61)

It was within this context of an international strategy
to organize the struggle for ‘‘state power’’ that the
Theses on the colonial question was presented. The
Theses stated clearly that the policy of the CI on the
national and colonial question had to be based .pri-
marily on ‘‘bringing together the proletariat and work-
ing class of all nations and countries for the common
revolutionary struggle for the overthrow of the land-
lords and the bourgeoisie.’’ (62) .

The Theses was directed not towards forming al-
liances with the national bourgeoisie but constructing
communist parties in the colonial countries. It was
only on this basis that the Theses took up the question
of alliance with elements in the nationalist movement
for a common struggle against imperialism.

The Theses stated specifically that if the victor-
ious proletariat organized systematic propaganda and
with the help of the Soviet governments, ‘it is in-
correct to assume that such peoples must pass through
the capitalist stage of development.’’ (63)

In addition a sharp differentiation was made between
reformist and ~‘‘national-revolutionary’> movements.
The communists could support bourgeois liberation
movements in the colonies if they were genuinely
revolutionary and were not opposed to the communists
organizing and training the peasantry and the exploited
masses along revolutionary lines. -

The Theses further made very clear the attitude
of the CI towards bourgeois nationalist forces:

‘““A resolute struggle must be waged against the
attempt to clothe the revolutionary liberation move-
ments in the backward countries which are not gen-
uinely communist in communist colors. The Com-
munist International has the duty of supporting re-
volutionary movements in the colonies and backward
countries only with the object of rallying constituent
elements of the future proletarian parties—which will
be truly communist and not only in name—in all the
backward countries and educating them to a con-
sciousness of a special task, namely that of fighting
against the bourgeois-democratic trend in their own
nation. The Communist International should collaborate
provisionally with the revolutionaty movement of the
colonies and the backward countries, and even form
an alliance with it, but it must not amalgamate with
it; it must unconditionally maintain the independence
of the proletarian movement, even if it is inan
embryonic stage.”’ (64)

PL is literally driven to madness in carrying the
logic of its argument further. It contends that Lenin
“included”’ Germany ‘‘in his list of dependent coun-
tries.”” On this basis PL claims the Comintern through
its representative Radek developed the theory that

Germany was a ‘‘semi-colony”’ and on this basis the
German Communist Party and the Comintern supported
German nationalists and fascists in the 1920s.

This is a horrendous piece of falsification and of
course PL cannot give any sources for it. Never will
you find in Lenin’s works his characterization of
Germany as a dependent, colonial or semi-colonial
country. It was precisely because Germany was an
advanced capitalist country and had a developed working
class movement that Lenin looked to revolution there
to extend and protect the gains of October.

Laufenberg and Wolftheim, two ultra-lefts who were
expelled from the German CP were the ones who
advocated the policy of ‘‘National Bolshevism® which
included an alliance with the German bourgeoisie.
This was not the position of the German Communist
Party. When a section of the German military or-
ganized a coup in 1920 it was opposed by a general
strike of the working class which the German CP
supported. Radek was in Germany at the time but
not as an official spokesman of the Comintern. As
irresponsible as Radek was, he never advocated
““National Bolshevism’® and in fact joined with Lenin
at the Third Congress in denouncing it.

What PL seeks to completely avoid in all this is the
strategy mapped out during the first five years of the
Communist International not only for the colonial
countries but for the advanced countries, for the con-
struction of mass parties and the struggle for power.

THE THIRD CONGRESS OF THE CI

At the Third Congress the parties of the CI in the
Theses on Tactics developed the conception of a tran-
sitional program and the tactic of the united front.
The strategic aim of these policies was the over-
throwing of capitalism. ’

The Theses made a sharp contradistinction between
the minimum program of the Social Democratic parties
which had the effect of bolstering up capitalism and
put forward a transitional program.

“The communist parties,”’ said the Theses, ‘““must
put forward demands whose fulfillment is an immediate
and urgent working class need, and they must fight for
these demands in mass struggles, regardless of whether
they are compatible with the profit economy of the
capitalist class or not.”’ (65)

The intent of these demands in their totality should be
to destroy the power of the bourgeoisie. ‘“The workers
who fight for partial demands will automatically be
forced into struggle against the entire bourgeoisie
and their state apparatus.’’ (66)

The united front tactic was developed to enable the
Communist Parties in the countries where the Social
Democracy held the leadership of the working class
to win over the masses of the workers. It wasa
tactic developed for mass parties and for agitation
to defend the working class against the attacks of the
capitalist class through common action of the trade
unions and working class tendencies.

The united front did not mean that the party should
cease to struggle to establish its leadership of the
class or to make completely clear the difference be-
tween revolutionary Marxism and reformism. But, as
Trotsky pointed out, the united front did not mean that
the Communist Party could go straight to the masses
under reformist teadership.

The question was to develop a mass pressure which
would force the reformist and centrist leaders either
to take part in joint action on the specific issues or
be forced to explain why to their supporters. This
would create the most favorable conditions for the com-
munists and make possible the winning of the rank
and file of the organizations from their existing leaders.
The united front did not mean a long term agreement
on a common program. It above aill excluded any
alliance with the capitalist class.

The CI, in addition, made a sharp differentiation
between the proletarian” united front in the advanced
countries and the united front in the colonial countries
which permitted joint action with sections of the
national bourgeoisie for common defense in waragainst
imperialism.

“In the conditions prevailing in the West, where
the transitional period is characterized by anorganized
gathering of forces, the slogan put forward is that of
the proletarian united front, but in the colonial East
the slogan must be emphasized at the present time
is that of the anti-imperialist united front....”’ (67)

The Theses also made clear the limits even in the
colonial countries:

‘““The workers’ movement in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries must first of all win for itself
the position of an irfdependent revolutionary factor in .
the anti-imperialist front as a whole. Only when its
importance as an independent factor is recognized and
its political independence secured, are temporary
agreements with bourgeois democracy permissible
and necessary....”” (68)
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It was precisely this strategy which was taken for-
ward and developed by Trotsky and stands as the
foundation of the Transitional Program of the Trot-
skyist movement.

LENIN AND STALIN

It is this strategy which Stalin sought to liquidate
and with it the Communist International. PL concludes
from all its work that it was only Stalin who under-
stood the significance of the Russian Revolution, who
developed a ‘‘socialist interpretation’™ of the struggle
for self-determination involving the mobilization of the
“‘laboring masses’’ against the bourgeoisie. Only Stalin,
says PL, thus understood the international significance
of the Russian Revolution.

Lenin, on the other hand, says PL, maintained a

“bourgeois interpretation’”, meaning the working class’

could win power without the fight for socialism and
through the democratic dictatorship.

But as we have shown, it was Lenin who developed
the understanding of the problem of self-determination,
seeing it as a democratic demand to unite the working
class. In this way the Bolsheviks under Lenin’s
leadership were able to unite the Russian working
class and peasantry in the fight for socialism and the
establishment of the first workers state. He then
fought to build a new International.

Stalin had absolutely no understanding of the ques-
tion of self-determination and was openly hostile to
it, displaying his anti-working class chauvinist ‘‘bour-
geois interpretation’’ of self-determination. Lenin, in
fact, opened a bitter fight with Stalin over Georgia
where he was in charge of facilitating the unification
of the Soviet Republic of Georgia. In Georgia, Stalin
and his henchmen tried to solve this question through
bureaucratic maneuvers and force. At one point,
one of Stalin’s henchmen even struck a member of the
Georgian Bolshevik Party which was unprecedented in
the whole history of the party.

It was in Stalin’s resistance to Lenin on this ques-
tion that he, not PL, first developed the theory that
Lenin was a ‘‘nationalist socialist’’ and was putting

forward a policy of national reformism.-(g9)
PL sees the Popular Front, which they admit was

disastrous, growing up in the 1930s. However, they
do not explain why or in any way hold Stalin respon-
sible for it. While they do not directly link Lenin
to the Popular Front it is implicit in their whole
analysis of. his strategy. PL sees Maoism and the
take over in China by the ‘‘red bourgeoisie’” as
flowing out of both Lenin’s strategy-and the Popular
Front as it was put forward at the Seventh Congress
of the Comintern. ;

Despite every attempt by PL, however, to root the
rise of revisionism and the degeneration of the Soviet
Union in Lenin’s policy, history stands against it,
not only in the perspectives enunciated and practiced

by Lenin in October and the strategy worked out in

the first five years of the Communist International
as we have revealed here, but also in the historical
experience of the working class after Lenin’s death.

It was Stalin who became the spokesman of the
bureaucracy which grew up in the Soviet Union after
October which reflected the pressures of imperialism
on the isolated workers state.

Rather than fighting to overcome the obstacles
through the fight for the Soviet Union to break out of
its isolation through the struggle for international
revolution, the Stalinist bureaucracy adapted to the
hostile class pressures after the revolution. This is
the origin of its theory of ‘‘socialism in one coun-
try>> which rejected the central struggle for world
revolution and put forward the position, never, never
never advocated by Lenin, that socialism could be
constructed in a single country.

What flowed from this was that the Soviet Union,
and in particular the privileges of the bureaucracy,
would be protected through alliances with imperial-
ism and non-revolutionary forces. Retreating from the
Leninist program of world revolution as the only
long-term salvation, Stalin and his faction disguised
its opportunism behind ‘the slogan of consolidation and
unity. ’

Socialism in one country is the real root of nat-
ional reformism in the Soviet Union and the Comin-
tern. The rejection of socialism in one country was
naturally implicit in the creation of the Communist
International.

It was precisely the ‘‘national roads’’ to socialism
advocated by the Second International which Stalin
revived. We can only recall that the Communist Inter-
national was founded through the struggle against these
forces and forced a sharp break from them in its
program and its requirements for membership. Stalin-
ism combined all the old programmatic illusions of
the Second International with the forms and the phras-
eology of the Bolshevik Party.

Under Stalin, the Communist International led workers

into battle behind a program of subordination of the
international working class to the narrow conservative
and national interests of the bureaucracy.

In England in 1926 Stalin subordinated the British
Communist Party to the trade union bureaucracy
through its infamous Anglo-Russian Committee tying
the working class to the bureaucracy and opening the
door to the defeat of the General Strike.

In China in the 1920s Stalin revived the democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry in
order to justify the liquidation of the Chinecse Communist
Party into the Kuomintang. Stalin used the formulation
that the Kuomintang was a ‘‘bloc of four classes’’ and
such a party was adequate to the democratic stage
the Chinese Revolution had to go through. On this basis
Stalin welcomed Chiang, the Kuomintang and its counter-
revolutionary warlords into the Comintern. There was
only one vote against this and it was Trotsky’s.

Under this policy Stalin allowed Chiang Kai-Shek to
come to power after massacring thousands of ‘com-
munists in Shanghai and other industrial towns.

This is the real source of Mao’s New Democracy.
Mao was able to make the Chinese Revolution only
because he pragmatically broke from this policy, and
brcke with Chiang and fought for power. Stalin all
the time and even after the Chinese Revolution was
supporting Chiang against Mao. Mao’s support to the

" butchery of the Bangla Desh only shows how completely

he has returned to the arms of Stalin.

Trotsky, basing himself on the strategy outlined at
the Second Congress of the CI, fought Stalin throughout
the history of the early Chinese Revolution. He fought
to construct a new international against the betrayals
of Stalinism in the 1930s.

In Germany, Stalin refused to implement the tactic
of the ‘‘proletarian united front,”’ leaving the working
class under the leadership of the reformists. But under
the guise that the Social Democrats were social fascists,

the German CP entered into an electoral alliance with

the fascists. The failure tounite the class in the struggle
for power is what opened the door to Hitler.

In 1935, as PL correctly points out, at the Seventh
Congress of the Comintern the Stalinist bureaucracy
enunciated its perspective of the Popular Front, which
only reflected its diplomatic maneuvers with the so-
called “‘progressiyve’’ bourgeoisie. This front had abso-
lutely nothing to do with the policy outlined in the early
years of the CI which sought to unite the working class
against the bourgeoisie not with it. This led to the
defeat of the working class internationally and to the
rise of fascism in Spain.

Despite PL’s denunciation of the Popular Front, it
still maintains that in this period the ‘Soviet Union
played a generally positive role.”” In other words at
the ‘time of the October Revolution under the leader-
ship of Lenin, the policy of the Bolshevik party was
reactionary and led to a compromise with the bour-
geoisie. But at a time when the working class was
driven down into bloody defeat by Stalin’s counter-
revolutionary policies the ‘‘Soviet Union played a gen-
erally positive role.”” Such is the logic of PL’s
perspective. .

A BREAK WITH THE WORKING CLASS

With Road to Revolution III, PL has virtually severed
every connection it had with the history of the working
class movement. PL no longer defends the Soviet Union

or China because they say they have become capitalist.

Now PL has broken even its ties with Lenin.

PL’s attack on Lenin serves above all asa justification
for the liquidationism, and the fight against the con-
struction of the revolutionary party. It is not accidental
that PL in Road to RevolutionIII counterposes to Lenin’s

strategy the Paris Commune and the Cultural Revolution.
What both have in common is that no revolutionary party
existed to lead these struggles. This is why they were
crushed. But it is this that PL raises as an alternative
against Lenin’s lifelong struggle to construct not only
the Bolshevik party but an International.

At the same time PL concludes from history that
“Communists can win state power even though they
follow a wrong political strategy.”” This is an open
rejection of Marxism, of the necessity for a scientific
consciousness which alone can arm the working class
for struggle against capitalism. It means the rejection
of the party which struggles against all the agencies
of bourgeois consciousness and mobilizes the class for
power.

But even further such a conception actually becomes
the cover for the acceptance of the current leadership
of the working class, the trade union bureaucracy and
Stalinism.

Having broken with Leninism, PL’s “‘strategy’’ boils
down to the worship of spontaneous struggles and
simplistic formulas characteristic of middle class
radicalism. PL is very clear on this. For them a
“‘strategic outlook’ consists of first recognizing that
the world is simply divided between the capitalists and
the- workers, the need for the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, combined with the formula ‘‘communist strategy
must guide communist tactics’ and ‘‘the proletariat
must unite with its class friends.”> (70)

This is suitable for the living rooms of middle class
radicals but not for the struggle to mobilize the working
class for power. Behind all of PL’s left mutterings
lies its program of reform, its refusal to confront the
difficult struggle to penetrate the working class with
a program that can change the consciousness of the
class in its struggles and prepare for the break with
capitalism.

With the movement of the working class, it is thrown
into crisis as it finds that it is not just a question of
‘“serving the people.”” Unable to confront the new
situation because of its break with Marxism, it turns
against the working class and becomes a useful tool
in the hands of the capitalist class.

At a time when the capitalist class is moving to
break the offensive of the working class through des-
truction of its unions, PL sides with Nixon, advocating
the workers leave their unions and dissolve their
struggle into middle class protest marches. The other
side of the CP’s support to the trade union bureaucracy
is PL’s abandonment of the fight in the unions and the
workers to their present leadership. PL stands with
the CP and the revisionist forces against the central
fight in the working class to construct a labor party.

There is a certain lesson for PL in the history of
Jay Lovestone who broke from the Communist Party
and sought to construct a movement in the working class

- outside the CP at all times maintaining the perspective

of Stalinism against Trotskyism.

Lovestone, of course, ended up as the CIA’s man in
the trade union movement. While the leaders of PL
may or may not end up precisely in this spot, one
thing is clear—they are moving more and more to the
right and into open alliance with the capitalist class.

This is the meaning of Road to Revolution III and its-
war against Lenin. In the past period whole sections
of PL have taken up a struggle inside this organization
to probe to the roots of revisionism, turning to the
struggle of Trotsky. The construction of the Trotskyist
movement, the Workers League,\and the International
Committee of the Fourth International is the only

- alternative to the betrayal of Stalinism. This is the .

only road to revolution.
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FRED MUELLER

And Empiricism

Oppoﬂunism

James P. Cannon

OPPORTUNISM AND EMPIRICISM,

Documents from the Socialist
Labour League. Also includes:
Trotskyism Betrayed, SWP Open
Letter of1953. Bulletin International
Series, No. 2, June, 1971. 50 Cents.

Not only have these documents

not lost any validity over the years,

they are more important than ever

before. They trace the struggle
against revisionism within the
Fourth International, a struggle

which is now more urgent thanever
because of the capitalist crisis and
the revolutionary tasks facing the
working class.

In every section of the working class
movement, the ideology and philosophy
of the ruling class finds its expression
and must be ruthlessly fought. Opportu-
nism and syndicalism in the labor move-
ment, and the most sophisticated
revisions of Marxism which are clothed
in Marxist phraseology, are both mani-
festations of the same pressure. They
reflect capitulation to bourgeois pressure,
to its philosophy, to the continuing
strength of the capitalist class. The
pressure is expressed in material and
philosophical forms. The class strug-
gle finds its highest expression in the
struggle for Marxis. theory and philo-
sophy in the revolutionary movement
against alien methods, bourgeois methods
of thought and of work.

This is the significance of this pam-
phlet, which traces the struggle for
Marxism precisely in that arena where
it is most central and concentrated, the
Fourth International.

““Opportunism and Empiricism’’ shows
how the leadership of the SWP, and Joseph
Hansen in particular, had been forced in
the course of the struggle internationally
to come out with an open defense of em-
piricism, with the claim that dialectical
materialism  was simply ‘“‘empiricism
systematically carried out.”

The document shows that dialectical
materialism developed through contra-
diction, not through a gradual evolution
as the revisionists suggest. The denial
of the contradiction, of the dialectical
nature of the development of thought and
cognition itself, expresses the method of
the revisionists on all questions. They
inevitably proceed with the method of
the capitalists, with empiricism and
pragmatism. They seek-to uphold em-
pricism, to soften the struggle between
dialectics and empiricism, precisely in
order to soften the class struggle andthe
struggle to build the revolutionary party.
The political expression of the empiricist
method is opportunism.

The empiricist begins with ‘‘the facts.”
The Marxist begins with theory, with a
class analysis. The empiricist says that
“all statements, to be meaningful, must
refer to observable or measurable data
in their immediately given form.”’ The
empiricist is hostile to ‘‘abstraction.”’
The Marxist understands that ‘‘facts”

are also abstractions from the infinitely
complex historical reality. The “‘facts”
are simply a first approximation. The
Marxist must proceed from higher ab-
stractions, from advanced theory. Truly

scientific abstractions, based upon a -

class and historical analysis, are im-
measurably closer to reality than the
“factual’’> impressions of the empiricist.

The document shows how empiricism

and pragmatism are expressed in the

political development of the SWP. Thus,
at the time of the Cuban missile crisis
of 1962, SWP leader James P. Cannon
wrote in justification of Khrushchev,
‘“What else could he have done under the
given circumstances?”’

By beginning with the ‘‘facts’ as they
are given, as they are determined by the
imperialists and the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, Cannon completely defends the
bureaucracy. He does not see the ‘‘given
circumstances’’ as the product of a long
policy of class collaboration and betrayal
for which we must hold Khrushchev res-
ponsible. He simply begins ““fresh,”” and
gives Khrushchev high marks for averting
thermonuclear war.

That the Stalinists retreated before
Kennedy in the most abject way, that they
exposed the Cuban Revolution to. addi-
tional danger, that they gave a diplomatic

and political victory to the imperialists,
is of no concern to the revisionists.
Similarly Cannon endsupactually labeling
Bertrand Russell and Jawaharlal Nehru
as ‘“‘people unaffected by imperialist pro-
paganda.’” Thus a ““Trotskyist’’ referred
to the leading anti-Marxist philosopher
of the 20th century and the leader of the
Indian bourgeoisie which was at that
very moment engaged in an armed con-
flict with the Chinese workers state!

In relation to both the Cuban and
Algerian Revolutions, the revisionists put
forward the complete liquidation of Trot-
skyism and adaptation to the petty bour-
geois nationalist forces of Castroand Ben
Bella. Hansen had attempted inhis docu-
ment ‘‘Cuba—The Acid Test’’ to obscure
the theoretical questions and center his
attack on the Socialist Labour League
on the question of Cuba. The document
answers in detail all of the revisionists’
charges and distortions on the question
of Cuba by beginning with the Marxist
method.

It is vital that we understand these
‘questions in their entirety. The revi-
_sionist claims around Cuba and Algeria
have been completely exploded by events.
All  developments have proven the
absolute necessity of building revo-
lutionary parties of the Fourth Interpa-

tional against the treacherous.conceptions
of the revisionists, that the Stalinists
can no longer betray and the petty bour-
geois nationalists can take the road of
Marxism and revolution.

We must understand the philosophical
roots of this revisionism which is now
tearing apart the revisionists themselves.
It is vital that we prepare, irthe Workers
League and the International Committee
of the Fourth International with which we
are in political solidarity, for the tre-
mendous struggles opened up by the
collapse of the post-war boom and the
deepening of the class struggle all over
the world.

It was precisely the boom which nur-
tured the revisionists, which encouraged
them in their attacks on Marxism. The
fight against these attacks, expressed
above all in this pamphlet, can now be
taken to.new and higher levels in the
construction of mass Trotskyist parties
which will destroy the revisionists and
Stalinists politically.

This new theoretical development must
be a continuation of past struggles, so that

_the working class and its vanguard need

not begin all over in each struggle. That

is why the publication of ‘‘Opportunismand ,,

impiricism” is so important in this

period of world revolution.

F“.MS PHILIP BRANCHE

Sweet Sweetback’s
Baadasssss Song

SWEET SWEETBACK’S BAAD-
ASSSSS SONG A film of Melvin Van
Peebles. A Cinemation Release

In the course of the international
development of capitalism, certain
historical features of the American
experience have created and buoyed
up to a critical and fundamental
level the racial divisiveness neces-
sary to disarm the workers move-
ment and to divert it from its his-

-toric task of unfolding a new page

in human society through the des-
truction of class society.

For several centuries, white supre-
macist ideology served first to justify.
Black slavery and since ‘‘Emancipation”
to more efficiently carry out capital’s
exploitation of labor, Black and white.
White racism as a chauvinist ideology
of the bourgeoisie has shown . itself to
be a weapon of immense versatility: while
it serves to depress the living standards
and conditions of oppressed minorities,
it at the same time uses the seething
discontent arising from the ghettos to
incite the most reactionary fears in the
more backward layers of the working
class.

The bourgeoisic now has had to find
new, more ‘‘relevant’® allies for its
work in castrating the revolutionary
movement and in this period emerges the
dashikied, Swahili-tongued, mystical,
Afro-sheened, Black and Beautiful and
Cultural, BROTHER BLACK MAN, who,
with his white counterparts—the reactio-
nary bureaucracies, the white suprema-
cists and the liberals, must serve to be-
head the unity of the working class and
widen the gulf between the Black working
class and the organizations that must
express and be made to express the unity
of the class—the trade unions. For the
first time the bourgeoisie can dig just
how beautiful the Black man is—so beau-
tiful in fact that he has left the white
folks far, far behind.

So beautiful, in fact, that everything this
man does, and is incontact with, now takes
on a new beauty—his ghetto, his living
conditions, his rats, roaches and poverty,
all the degradations that class society
has imposed on him now become glorified
as so Black and so beautiful.

This is why Melvin Van Peebles’ ‘“Sweet
Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song’’ comes in
right on time—for the bourgeoisie. For

class conscious workers and youth it is
a declaration of war and a class affront,
for it perpetuates andaccepts every racist
stereotype bestowed by the capitalistclass
on the Black race, and seeks to sow every
illusion pushed by petty bourgeois radical
adventurism. :

The film is peopled by, quotes Van
Peebles,“The Black Community—inother
words, of course, whores, pimps, gam-
blers, Big Black Bucks, and assorted other
perverts and sex machines that make up
the Black race. (Ain’t I right, Lester
Maddox?)

Sweet Sweetback is one such sex ma-
chine, who as all Black folks do, starts
his sex career at the ripe old age of
nine, but who goes on in the course of
the movie to arm himself for the revo-
lution by combining theory with prac-
tice. The theory comes from the
Little Red Book of the Marquis de Sade
and the Kama Sutra, and the practice
consists in his becoming a fugitive after
banging up a couple of cops who are
mauling a militant ghetto youth. Sweet-
back singlehandedly outwitsall the forces
of reaction, and at the end of the film
is still running from the Man, but
promises us he’ll return to collect some
dues.

What Van Peebles does with this film
is to reaffirm every mythical sensational
attribute of ghetto life and deny
any capacity of Black youth to take up
a struggle against oppression with con-
sciousness and theory, Using innovative
color photography, a raucous, funky and
really beautiful soundtrack and all the
latest street language that succeeds in
establishing a certain rapport among the
Blacks in the audience, Van Peebles

. takes these youth through an experience

that leaves them once morein the swamp
of idealism and in the glorification of the
misery that is the ghetto. .

It cannot be denied by anyone that the
conditions, the people, the events in this
film exist, but what must be understood
about the film is that all these things
are seen through the eyes of the bour-
geoisie. The ghetto becomes the entire
world—so that the life and death struggle
of the international working class in which
this ghetto will play a major role, and the
richness of the historical development of
theory in the revolutionary party which
consciously expresses that class
movement all becomes empty idealism.

This is why Derrick'Morrison,writing

Sweetback attacks a cop.

in the Militant, the organ of the SWP,
can give the film such an enthusiastic
review, and hail it as ‘‘the awakening of
African America.’”” SSBS is tailor made
for the liquidationist apologistsinthe SWP
because they both first and foremost re-
flect the fears that the petty bourgeoisie
holds of the awesome might that the wor-
king class wields. They cater to all the
backward concepfions of ghettoism—
nationalism, individualism, adventurism,
culturalism, so as to avoid confronting
the ideology of the bourgeoisie with that
material force which can defeat it—the
working class guided by Marxism, dialec-
tical materialism, the distilled essence
of the centuries of class struggle right
at a time when that movement reaches it
highest pitch historically.

Fundamentally behind all this is the
most decadent scepticism and doubt
that Marxism is the theory of the
masses and that the continuity of Marx-
ism, Leninism and Trotskyism, the revo-
lutionary party, can and must be built
today. .

Contrary to Van Peebles’ claim that
this film is ‘‘dedicated to all the Brothers
and Sisters who have had enough of the
Man,”> SSBS is really dedicated tc the
Man, in the hopes that them ole niggers
in them ghettos never break from the
chains of the ghetto mentality. I’'m sure
Spiro would drink to that.
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You've Come A Long Way Baby

It was an extravaganza staged
in the ‘‘Rose Garden’’ of  the
White House equal in television
and press coverage to a moon
shot and with the same diver-
sionary purpose.

It was pretty hard to  square
the elaborate show that was put
on for Tricia Nixon’s marriage
with her reported aversion to
publicity. But the propagandists
at the White House assured
everyone that she was going
through the ordeal for the bene-
fit of the American people. The
benefit, however, was only for
a ruler who has inspired
nothing but hatred from the
American working class, a thin

sugar coating for a very bitter
pill.

Yes, the Nixons had finally
made it into the big bourgeoisie.
They had come a long way from
the days when Pat lamented
over her cloth coat to the finery
of the Rose Garden. The mar-
riage of their daughter to Ed-
ward Cox, a scion of a family
high on the social register,
culminated a long strategy which
began with Nixon’s fall from
the political scene.

The Nixons settled down to
cultivate the airsofthe ‘“‘Eastern
rich’> and to prepare a new

image for a new political career.

Cox of course went to all  the

“proper’’ schools and is con-
sidered the ‘‘superstar’ of the
social set. So Tricia ‘“‘cameout’’
at one the debutante balls and
met Edward. The Coxes coming
from that section of the bour-
geoisie which shuns even for-
mer Vice Presidents who are
not from their stock did not
even invite the Nixons to call.
Of course things changed
slightly with Nixon’s election.
Despite the bad blood this man

was still a representative for
their class.
Behind all the flowers and

violins however was the reality
of the class war all this sought
to cover, and Nixon’s prepara-
tion for dictatorship. This could
not be completely hidden. Those
prominent in attendance were

J. Edgar Hoover, the Mitchells,
Warren Burger, Billy Graham
and Bob Hope. Not one member
of Congress was invited. This
decision flowed not so much
from ‘‘social’’ consideration but
from political ones. What bet-
ter way to give a slap in the
face to even the forms of bour-
geois democracy for which -the
ruling class has growingcon-
tempt. -

Also not invited were the gro-
wing number of Nixon’s cousins
who have been complaining that
they are forced on welfare and
cannot live on the grants that
Nixon has cut.

But the tides are turning and
the days of indulgence for the
bourgeoisie are being numbered.

BETHRUM . . .

(Continued From Page 5)

in fighting the sellout contract
engineered by the Woodcock lea-
dership of the UAW. Earlier
DRUM had ‘‘fought’* racism at
Dodge Main by characterizing
white workers at the plant as
“Polish pigs.”” DRUM demands
are for more Black foremen,
Black plant managers, a ‘‘Black
brother’’ on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Chrysler Corporation,
and so forth.

None of these demands pose
a real fight against racism or a
threat to the power of the capi-
talist owners. They are nothing
more than a call for Black op-
pressors to replace whiteones
rather than for the removal of
ALL oppressors. But a boss
is a boss—it is capitalism, not
color that exploits all workers,
uses racismto maintain higher
profits, to weaken and divide
the workingclassandto prepare
the groundwork for the complete
smashing of the unions as under
Hitler in Germany.

Certainly this is seen very
sharply at the Vernon plant of
Bethlehem as it is in all capi-
talist enterprises. Racism is a

big money maker for the bosses.

The management keeps the
majority of Black and Chicano
workers down by giving them
the lowest paying jobs. The ma-
jority of Black and Chicano
workers are forced to work under
the hardest, dirtiest and most
dangerous conditions.

At the Vernon plant, Black and
Chicano workers together com-
prise about 65% ofthe work force
but only about 15% of the highest
paying jobs. This discrimi-
natory pattern is generally true
throughout the entire steel in-
dustry in the USY Many of the
top paying jobs have racist

“test’” interviews, and ‘‘at-
titudes”’ requirements. On top
of this, Black and Spanish spea-

king workers are subjected to
special harassment by racist
foremen.

As spelled out inthe Workers

CLOTHING WILDCAT . . .

(Continued From Page 5)
They are fighting mad and are
testing their strength.

This was shown in the New
York wildcat two weeks ago.
Also, the Philadelphia union
headquarters had masses of
workers rallying outside every
morning demanding to see the
leadership.

On Saturday, June 5Sth, the
Philadelphia ACWA leadership
was finally pressured into cal-
ling a membership meeting.
5,000 workers showed up, the
vast majority of them hostile to
the contract settlement.

Anthony Cortigene and the
local leadership realized this—
the speakers’ platform they were

STREET

on was. ringed by half a dozen
burly city cops, one of whom
ominously carried a walkie-
talkie.

Cortigene over and over again
at the meeting attempted to ex-
plain the rottenness of the con-
tract. He explained that the
contents were the best they
could get in the present stag-
nating economy.

Rank and file workers must
demand that the ACWA leader-
ship makKe the strike official,
reject the present contract and
fight for a $2.00 an hour im-
mediate pay boost and the
thirty hour week at forty hours
pay, and a decent pension plan.

CITY

STATE---

O $1.00 FOR SIX MONTH INTRODUCTORY SUB

135 West 14 S1. 6th Floor New York 10011

ZIP
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League program for Steel ina
leaflet issued at Vernon, the
fight against racism requires the
most uncompromsing attack on
all forms of ‘‘discrimination
against Black and Spanish spea-
king workers in upgrading and
all other working conditions. The
union must have the right to
strike against racist practices
by foremen, A.B. Mauch and
the rest of the management.”
But this program is meaningless
if it is not seen as part of
the fight against the Abel bu-
reaucracy over wages and job
security in the upcoming con-
tract.

It must be seen .as part of
the strategy to unite all wors
kers regardless of color or
nationa] origin in the building
of a revolutionary leadership in
the unions, mobilizing the wor-
king class politically through
a labor party, and smashing
capitalism .and its racist poison
by the working class taking
power.

It is no wonder that Bethrum,
carrying on its tradition of the
separatism and reformism of
DRUM, attacks both the program
and the leadership of the Wor-
kers League in their leaflets.
Where the unity of Black and
white workers is required, Beth-
rum distributes its leaflets only
to Black and Chicano workers.

Openly blaming the ‘‘white
workers’’ for the discrimination
at. Bethlehem, they lumpthe white
workers together with the mil-
lionaires who own Bethlehem
and the ruling class that runs
the U.S. They are ready without

ny ...

(Continued From Page 4)
pitals got up and said there
should be more open discussion

at meetings.
A number of the Mount Sinai
delegates declared that the

problem was a racial issue, that
Davis couldnot representthem
because he was not Black.

HOSTILITY

This explosion is a reflec-
tion of the deep hostility to the
1199 leadership that has been
building up throughout the
entire union, in particular since
the sell-out in the 1970 contract
negotiations. ‘

To take this - movement for
new teadership forward, a poli-
tical perspective to fight the
attacks of the government on
hospital and all other workers,
must be fought for.

It is not enough
more democracy within

to -demand
the

so much as batting an eyelash,
to give up the present unions
entirely and replace them with
unions of Black and Chicano
workers only, and to set up
a strike fund for Black and
Chicano workers only.

This program of trying to
defeat Bethlehem, U.S. Steel and
other giants with the minority
workers alone, in opposition to
the white steelworkers is the
program for the eradication of
the unions entirely. It will mean
the return throughout the steel
mills of the wages and . condi-
tions that prevailed in the930s
before the organization of the
CIO, for ALL workers, Black
and white. Imagine a ‘‘strike”’
with half the workers on the
picket line and the other half
inside. It is doomed todisas-
ter and defeat.

Underneath the militant rhe-
toric and the demagogic appeal
to Blackness that comes through
the Bethrum leaflets, the real
reformism of their program of
“self help”” emerges in the ap-
peal to the Black and Chicano
workers to join Bethrum in
order to ‘‘create food co-ops,
car pools, and child care cen-
ters for each other...”” Beth-
rum’s program is to ‘‘do some-
thing”> about all the bad con-
ditions in ‘‘the community: bad
schools, housing, brutal po-
lice’” by putting pressure on
the system and not as part of a

revolutionary struggle.

REACTIONARY
Bethrum poses no program for
jobs for all through the fight

unions.  This issue must be
tied to a fight against the colla-
boration of Davis with the hos-
pitals and the Democrats and
Republicans, demanding that
Davis prepare a fight against
layoffs and for general strike
action and the building of a
labor party. Davis’ fear of
this fight is what forces him to
try and control the rank and
file. ‘

The Mount Sinai delegates did
not see these political issues
as key and thus ignored the pro-
posals of the Rank and File
Committee on the budget cuts.

Davis  capitulates to the
bosses because he accepts the
existence of capitalism even if
this entails mass unemployment
and starvation for the workers.

POLITICALLY
If it is not seen politically
the fight against Davis becomes
a racial issue and the alterna-

for a 30 hour week for 40
hours pay. It poses no fight
against layoffs, and plant clo-
sings which are taking place
at an increasing rate. Ademand
for nationalization of basicin-
dustry under workers’ control
is completely foreign to their
conception.

Most importantly they offer
no resistance to the steel bos-
ses,. Nixon and Abel on the
wage question.

The reactionary character of
Bethrum is sharply expressed
in its anti-communist attack on
Marxism in the second edition
of ““Voice of Bethrum” in which
it lumps Stalinism together with
the Trotskyism of the Workers
League. While loudly proclai-
ming their ‘‘independence’’ and
hatred of theory, they disasso-
ciate themselves from the Pro-
gressive Labor Party (PL), the
Communist Party, ‘‘or any
other white leftist group, inclu-
ding Steve Cherkas (sic) and
whoever the hell he is affiliated
with.”’

Today it is only the Workers
League which beginning from
the deepening capitalist crisis
and the sharpened class struggle
can lead the fight to destroy
racism as part of the concrete
fight to unite the working class.
We are not mesmerized by the
existing racist divisions butin-
stead will give no quarter to
these divisions.

A national caucus must be
formed in the union that unites
Black, Spanish speaking and
white workers on a class pro-
gram.

tive is to elect a Black leader-
ship. Black nationalism asex-
pressed at the delegates meeting
and in the development of HRUM
is emerging within 1199, It
divides the hospital workers and
can play only a reactionary role
at a time when the bosses are
using racism to head off a real
fight among Black and white
workers against their economic
attacks.

LOGIC

The logic of this is the
demand put forward at a meeting
of the Health and Hospital
Corporation that more Jews,
Blacks and Puerto Ricans be
elected to the Corporation.

The defeat of the Davis bu-
reaucracy in 1199 must be
linked to the fight to defeat the
system which he defends and to
build a labor party pledged to
socialist policies.
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Germany

Youth Plan International Assembly

SR

BY MELODY FARROW

On July 3rd and 4th thousands of
youth from all over the world will
attend an international assembly of
youth in Essen, Germany, repre-
senting sixteen different organiza-
tions.

The assembly was initiated by the AJS
in France (Alliance de la Jeunesse Pour
le Socialisme), the British Young Social-
ists and the Junge Garde of Germany.

Essen, situated in the Ruhr valley in
West Germany, is one of the most indus-
trialized sections of Europe. It was in
Germany that the counter-revolutionary
deals of Potsdam and Yalta to divide the
European proletariat were made by im-
perialism and Stalinism after World War
1.

In Essen a new generation of youth
with a hatred for imperialism and its
Stalinist allies from the advanced capi-
talist countries, the colonial countries
and the countries of Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union will unite under the slogan
of the United Socialist States of Europe.

This conference will be a big step to-
wards the construction of a Revolutionary
Youth International affiliated with the
Fourth International. It will fight to con-
struct a Trotskyist leadership for youth
in every country and will play a key role
in winning masses of workers who are

breaking away from the Stalinists and
Social Democrats to the banner of the
Fourth International.

In preparation for Essen, the Junge
Garde held a conference in Frankfurt
on May 23rd attended by 150 students,
young workers and apprentices. A reso-
lution to build the Essen conference was
voted unanimously.

The AJS held a National Youth Con-
ference on May 22nd and 23rd of 4,000
delegates from all over France. For the
first time many sections of young workers
from the Renault auto factories, the post
office and other sectors were represented
in large numbers.

Many of the groups endorsing the As-
sembly come from countries where there
was no Trotskyist youth section a year
or two ago. These groups have recently
emerged after a bitter struggle with Pab-
loism and its break up and liquidationism.

SPAIN

This is expressed most sharply by the
development of the Trotskyist fraction of
Comunismo, Spanish section of Mandel’s
Unified Secretariat. In their message of
solidarity to the AJS conference in Paris
they state: :

“We, militants ofthe Trotskyist fraction
of the group Comunismo, salute enthusi-
astically your gathering. -

“We, militants of the Trotskyist fraction
of Comunismo, intervened in the strug-
gles of the last years throughanorganiza-
tion more and more tied to the Unified
Secretariat of Mandel and Frank and the
Communist League. This organization re-
sponded to these great workers struggles
by ultra-leftist capitulation, with contempt
for the workers movement.

““We are a Trotskyist fraction because
we rebelled against this dead-end policy
and we were expelled from Comunismo

Puerto Rico

by ‘its Pabloite leadership as soon as we
proposed a fight for a workers alliance
of the whole class, of the youth and pea-
santry against the Franco dictatorship,
for a government of all workers...”

PABLOISM

The movement of youth towards the
International Committee is occurring in
many countries of Latin America where
Pabloism has openly liquidated itself into
guerilla warfare and terrorism.

Latin American organizations support-
ing the Essen assembly are the Bolshevik-
Trotskyist fraction of Brazil which is re-
establishing itself after having been se-
verely affected by the government’s re-
pression last year, and the Marxist Revo-
lutionary Workers Party of Peru.

The Marxist Workers League of Mexico
which split with the Pabloites in 1966 and
joined the International Committee in 1970,
and Politica Obrera from Argentina which
is working with the 1.C. have also sent
messages of support.

The POR Youth, youth section of the
Revolutionary Workers Party of Bolivia
will also participate. The POR Youth was
re-established in 1970 after being dis-
banded by the Barrientos regime. On May
Ist the POR participated in the most po-
werful May Day demonstration ever seen
in Bolivia. For the first time hundreds of
youth and workers marched with pictures
of Trotsky and signs remembering the
deaths of C. Lora and G. Camacho, leaders
of the POR who were murdered by the
government.

Other organizations supporting the Es-
sen Assembly are the Iberian Communist
Youth of Spain, Workers International
League (Greece), Committee to prepare
the Essen Assembly (Belgium), Liaison
Committee of Students of Eastern Europe,
Young Socialists (Ireland), Trotskyist

AJS members at Commune rally.

Fraction of Matzpen (Israel), Revolution-
ary Communist Youth (Ceylon), and the
Workers League in the United States.

Individual militants from Tunisia and
Dahomey have also resolved to bring
youth from Africa to the Assembly.

The Essen International Youth Assem-
bly will be a tremendous blow to the Sta-
linist and revisionist forces who fear the
movement of the working class and seek
to divert it away from a seizure of power.

Only the organizations supporting the
Fourth International base themselves on
the deep crisis of capitalism and seek to
prepare a revolutionary leadership now to
lead the massive upsurge of the working
class that is ahead.

MPI Changes Name But Not Program

Juan Mari Bras

BY JUAN P. FARINAS

Juan Mari Bras, Secretary-Gene-
ral of the Movement for Puerto
Rican Independence (MPI) officially
announced at a May Day rally in
San Juan that the MPI would change
its name to Puerto Rican Socialist
Party (PSP) at their Eighth Na-
tional Assembly.

Despite the leadership’s verbal insis-
tence that it is not going to be justa
change in name butareal transformation
into a ‘‘revolutionary party of the working
class,”” everyother statement inthe MPI’s
newspaper Claridad betrays the real
nature of this ‘‘transformation.”

In a number or articles written by Mari
Bras the idea is pushed that the transfor-
mation of the MPI into a ‘“‘Leninist’” party
is a gradual, quantitative process which
only requires beefing upthe organizational
aspects of the movement.

This is how Mari Bras puts it in an
article entitled ‘‘The Revolutionary
Party’’ in the May 9th issue of Claridad.

““This does not mean that the MPI
has not been able to fulfill its vanguard
role because it called itself a movement
and not a party. The name has very
little to do with it. What happens is that,
in practice, as the MPI began to trans-
form itself from the wide front that it
was at the beginning into a patriotic van-
guard, it became more of a revolutionary
party and less of a movement.

““Now we are seeking to perfect our

functioning as a revolutionary party. It
is to organize a party with such dis-
ciplined cadres and militants that it
will be able to resist victoriously all
the attacks of the enemy....”’ o

But the construction and development
of the revolutionary party is not simply
a quantitative or gradual process of
getting one worker here and there or
the building of ‘‘mass movements’’ a la
the Socialist Workers Party. Itisthe fight
to develop the theory and program of the
Marxist movement and make this program
the program of the masses of workers
in their struggle against capitalismthat
is at the heart of the construction of the
revolutionary party.

Above all the construction of a revo-
lutionary party is. an international task
and can proceed only within the frame-
work of the construction of an interna-
tional revolutionary leadership of the
working class. This can only be done
by basing oneself on the continuity of
the revolutionary socialist movement
from Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Trotsky.

But it is precisely on this fundamental
question that Mari Bras spews forth all
his venomous hatred of Marxism. He says:

‘““We are not nor will ever be satellites of
any of the centers of power within the vast
socialist camp today, nor will we accept he-
gemony from any foreign party...Our party
will base itselfinthe Puerto Ricanapplica-
tion of the universal science of socialism
to the particular problems of Puerto Rico
We will decide here ourselves the strategy
and tactics for the construction of socia-
lism. Our party will be free, sovereignand
independent, as we want all of PuertoRico
to be.”

This “‘Puerto Rican road to socia-
lism” is totally bankrupt and reveals
that  behind the thin veil of pseudo-

Marxist phraseology adopted by the MPI's
leadership, stands the same old nationa-
list outlook. It may come as a shock
to Mari Bras and the MPI but the truth
is that the ‘‘Puerto Rican reality”

on which they are going to base their
“Puerto Rican application’ of socialism
is to a fundamental extent determined not
in Puerto Rico itself but by the objective
laws of capitalism as a world system
in decay and crisis.

Moreover, ever since its birth and to
a greater degree in its present stage
of imperialism, capitalism has united
and linked the whole world into one
world economic and political system.
That is why Trotsky in his fight against
Stalin’s nationalist and reactionary policy
of ‘‘socialism in one country’’ explained
clearly that in the present epoch of im-
perialism ‘‘not a single communist party
can establish its program by proceeding

solely or mainly from conditions and
tendencies of developments in its own
country.”

That is why today, as Trotsky ex-
plained, the program, strategy and tac-
tics of the revolutionary party ‘‘must
proceed directly from an analysis

of the conditions and tendencies of world
economy and of the world political sys-
tem taken as a whole in all its connec-
tions and contradictions....In the present
epoch, to a much larger extent than in
the past, the national orientation of the
proletariat must and can flow only from

a world orientation and notvice versa.”
But Mari Bras does not concernhimself

with this at all because he does not start
from the continuity of the Marxist move-
ment historically and its expression
today in the International Committee of
the Fourth International. Instead he starts
from a narrow nationalist perspective
which starts and ends in Puerto Rico and
therefore throws him into thearms ofthe
bourgeoisie.

Under the new name the same old rotten
and bankrupt program remains. In the
same article quoted above Mari Bras
states:

““At the center of our party we seek to
relate the patriotic goal of independence
with the revolutionary goal of the con-

struction of socialism in Puerto
Rico.”” The way the MPI seeks to *‘relate’
the struggle for independence with the
struggle for socialism is spelled out a
couple of paragraphs further when he
says: “‘In our case, we have to precipitate
the latent crisis of the colonial sys-
tem in order to achieve independence
and lay the basis forthe seizure of power
in the republic which will take us to the
truly revolutionarv change of building
socialism.”’

As we have pointed out in previous
articles, and as it has been tragically
proven by the living experience of the
working class in Ceylon, this perspec-
tive has absolutely nothing to do with
revolutionary politics. It has everything
to do with the politics of counterrevolu-
tion.

And it could not be otherwise for it is
a policy that ties the movement of the
working class to the interests of the
bourgeoisie, a policy which .dupes the
workers into believing that they have a
common interest with the bourgeoisie,
thereby delivering the workers and pea-
sants to their own butchers.

We say that the perspective outlined
by Mari Bras for the Puerto Rican
Socialist Party is the same perspective
carried out by the treacherous LSSP in
Ceylon. And we say thata ‘‘Ceylonese’’
government in Puerto Rico, which would
most probably include the MPI itself,
will carry out the same brutal and coun-
terrevolutionary butchery,’

The Workers League will soon be
publishing, for the first time in the
United States and Puerto Rico, a
Spanish edition of the Transitional Pro-
gram, the programmatic basis of the
international Trotskyist movement, which
embodies the revolutionary continuity of
Marxism.

It is only on the foundations of the
international program and strategy that
a revolutionary party can be built in
Puerto Rico.
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New York

The Lessons Of A General Strike Betrayed

BY DENNIS O’CASEY

In the spring of last year when
talk of layoffs and payless paydays
first leaked out of City Hall, Vic-
tor Gotbaum stated in the Public
Employees Press, organ of Dis-
trict Council 37, that this could
not happen in the 1970s. He said
this period is not the 1930s, that
Lindsay was no LaGuardia. Ano-
ther difference, he said, between
then and now is that the municipal
work force has its unions.

Now just one year later Lindsay
is attacking the city labor move-
ment far more viciously than La-
Guardia ever attempted to in
the 1930s. The one defense city
labor has against the attacks—the
unions—which indeed represent
the big difference between the 1930s,
Gotbaum is now doing everything in
his power to paralyze and render
impotent in the face of this attack.

In one of the biggest betrayals in the
history of the New York City labor move-
ment, Victor Gotbaum head of District
Council 37 and Barry Feinsteinof Teams-
ters Local 237 have sold out the first
general strike in New York City. At
its peak this strike encompassed Local
237 bridgetenders and at least ten locals
of DC 37.

The sellout of this struggle does more
than deny pensions to thousands of muni-
cipal employees who thought this pension
was theirs when the City agreed to it
last year.

LESSONS

It effectively kills the principle of
collective bargaining in New York City.
At the same time it grants a major
victory to Lindsay and Rockefeller in the
virtual war that has been going on be-
tween the entire municipal work force
and government for the past nine months
over the issues of wages, layoffs and
new contracts in which the very exis-
tence of the unions are at stake. But this
war is not over by a long shot.

This is why the lessons of this sellout
must now be sharply drawn throughout
the entire labor movement. This is
the only way the ground can be pre-
pared to reverse this defeat and to
prevent the even more serious betrayals
that Gotbaum, Feinstein, Delury, Maye
and others will otherwise deliver.

Gotbaum’s betrayal onthe pensionissue
is the big breakthrough against theunions
that Rockefeller and Lindsay have been
waiting for. For nine months Lindsay
has been probing city labor looking for
weak points in its resistance to ‘his
attack.

Up until now they had continually banged
up against a solid wall of resistance.
Efforts to take away $2700 in back pay
due firemen and police precipitated a six
day police strike. Efforts by Lindsay
to impose a 6% cost of living wage
package on firemen resulted in a mas-
sive rejection by the rank and file.

Meanwhile Lindsay’s threat to Ilay
off 90,000 workers had by last week
been met with open threats of general
strike from Delury and a strike from
Maye. At the same time Delury and
Maye were threatening action against
layoffs they were letting it be known
in Albany that if the DC 37 pension was
approved they would launch big offensives
for new pension provisions in the uni-
formed services this year.

The terms upon which Gotbaum and
Feinstein called off the two day strike
amount to a complete capitulation. Got-
baum and his apologists like the Com-
munist Party’s Daily World and the
Socialist Workers Party’s Militant have
called the settlement a victory. But this
is a lie.

The terms of settlement cooked up by
Arvid Anderson of the Office of Collective
Bargaining specify simply that the pen-
sion bill now be resubmitted to next

year’s legislature. If the next legislature
does not pass it, it will become the sub-
ject of negotiation once again betweenthe
City and the union. If no agreement is
reached the OCB will recommend an
alternate package whose cost shall “‘not
exceed’’ that of the pension.

Gotbaum now is trying to make out
that this means Lindsay has agreed to
fork over the full cost of the pension
to the DC 37 even if the legislature pro-
hibits this from taking the form of the
improved pension that had been nego-

restricted and limited as possible.

This is why at no point would Gotbaum
link the issue of pensions with the issue
of layoffs which between them would have
united all members of the DC, the youn-
ger workers afraid for their jobs and
older workers facing retirement.

What Gotbaum feared more than the
loss of the pensions or the jobs of his
members was that the whole of DC 37
would hit the streets, pulling with it
other city unions. Gotbaum feared that
the ranks would extend their demands

Stanley Hill
tiated. But Lindsay,as hehimself pointed
out, is in no way bound to OCB recom-
mendations. Lindsay has actually agreed
to nothing.

This betrayal has now emboldened
Lindsay and Rockefeller to open up a
new stage in their offenisve against city
labor. The day after the sellout Lindsay
announced his intention to fine 21,000
policemen for violations of the Taylor
Law last January and 8,000 or more DC
37 members who had just gone on
strike.

In the most recent development Lind-
say after having indicated that perhaps
the tax package granted by Albany would

prevent the necessity for more layoffs
at this time, has announced that there
will indeed be 2,000 layoffs in the

Department of Education and that ‘‘thou-
sands of caseworkers’’ in the Department
of Social Services will now be laid off.

Meanwhile Gotbaum appears on tele-
vision reaffirming his stand that he
will not defend warkers from layoffs,
that layoffs are management’s perogative
and fully within Lindsay’s right to exe-
cute.

The most damaging aspect of this
whole betrayal is that it- has broken the
momentum of the offensive of city and
state labor. Gotbaum knew full well that
state workers in the 150,000 strong
Civil Service Employees Association
are scheduled to strike against the lay-
offs of 8,200 of its own members on
June 16th. It is clear that if the actions
of city and state workers were organized
to coincide Lindsay and Rockefeller
could have been solidly pushed back. Now,
not only is this possibility seriously
undercut but Council 50 (AFSCME) has
now come out against the planned CSEA
strike on June 16th.

More recently this has been sup-
plemented by Gotbaum’s statement on
television Sunday night June 13th that he
would refuse to support the CSEA strike

Not only in the sellout on the pension
but in the whole course of action up to
and including last week’s strike, Got-
baum has done everything in his power
to prevent a real general strike. Once
it was forced onhimanyway, hedidevery-
thing to make sure that it was kept as

Victor Gotbaum

to include the fight against layoffs and
for a new contract linking up with the
state workers, breaking out of the
stranglehold of the trade union bureau-
cracy, and turning it into a full fledged
general strike which could very easily
have spread on a national scale.

Against Gotbaum’s attempt to limit
and finally sell out this movement there
was however a constant battle waged
by militants in the SSEU-371 Committee
for New Leadership even though SSEU
was never brought into the strike itself.
Three weeks before the strike the CNL
succeeded in forcing official adoption in
the SSEU Delegates Assembly of its
program for general strike action,
against lyaoffs, for the pensions and
against the budget cuts, and a fight in
the DC on this basis.

The subsequent refusal of Stanley Hill
and the SSEU-37l leadership to adhere
to the Delegates Assembly’s mandate,
that they fight at every point to bring
the whole District Council out on strike,
played a decisive role inallowing Gotbaum
to sell out this strike.

On the morning of Monday June 7th
immediately upon hearing of the bridge
closings and strike of four DC 37 locals,
the CNL launched a fight within the
SSEU around the demands that Hill
sharpen the fight to force Gotbaum to

- bring out the whole of the DC and speci-

fically that he immediately call out the
SSEU’s 12,000 members in order to force
such action. On Tuesday the CNL deepened
this campaign to calling floor meetings
and extending the circulation of petitions
to Hill to this effect.

At the DC 37 Delegates Assembly
held Monday night June 7th in the heat
of the strike when even Gotbaum was
calling for escalation of the selective
strike, Hill refused to put forward the
call for a Council-wide shutdown. At the
SSEU Executive Committee meeting . that
followed Hill refused to recommend any
action whatsoever by the SSEU.

But the real magnitude of Hill’s betrayal
was only fully exposed at the DC 37 Dele-
gates Assembly on June 8th where the
final sellout that ended the strike was
put to the body by Gotbaum.

The entire capitalist press reported

that the vote for calling off this strike
at this meeting was 45 to 1. On June 9th
Les Phillips, the Executive Director of
the SSEU, reported to anSSEU Delegates
Assembly meeting that this was not exactly
the case. Phillips informed the body
that the real vote was approximately 20
delegates voting for, one against
(himself) and 25 delegates not voting.

In other words what was revealed was
that so bankrupt was this settlement that
virtually a majority of the DC 37 Dele-
gates Assmebly could not bring them-
selves to vote for it. What it likewise
meant was that had Hill carried out the
fight against Gotbaum for a full fledged
DC 37 strike, as he had been mandated,
that whole sections of the District Coun-
cil could have been won to oppose the
sellout.

Joining Gotbaum and Hill in this be-
trayal were Maye and Delury. Delury
openly engaged in strike breaking by
calling upon his men to cross DC
37 picket lines at city landfill dumps.
What is now clearly posed is the fight
to construct a leadership in the city
labor movement that is prepared to see
the struggle against Albany and City
Hall through to the finish.

PREPARE

This means that in spite of last
week’s sellout, we must prepare
for the reopening of the general strike
offensive at the next ‘opportunity. This
must be prepared in the event Taylor
Law penalities are imposed, the City
refuses to meet contract demands of
unions now in bargaining, or if the lay-
offs are renewed, as it now appears
will happen.

At the same time it means opening
up the fight against Albany and City Hall
on the political level through an all out
fight to put municipal labor behind the
formation of a labor party for the 1972
elections.

Throughout the last nine months of
severe attacks by the Lindsay Administra-
tion upon DC 37 members, Gotbaum has
never once repudiated his support to
Lindsay’s mayoral campaign. In fact
throughout the most vicious joint attack
by Albany and City Hall where at every
point the Democrats and Republicans,
Lindsay and Rockefeller, have stood to-
gether on pushing back City labor,
Gotbaum has played the game of uniting
the District Council with Lindsay and
assorted other liberals in Albany against
Rockefeller. This was the theme that
dominated the huge Albany demonstration
last April. In the last weeks it took on
the form of mass letter writing cam-
paigns organized by Gotbaum to Albany
legislators begging for DC 37 members’
Jjobs and pensions.

The strike movement of last Monday
and Tuesday, however, has made exactly
clear where every last Democrat and
Republican in this state really stands.

POLITICIANS

There was not a single politician in
either party that come out in support
of this strike. There was not one poli-
tician in either party, neither a Shirley
Chisholm, a Herman Badillo nor a
Basil Paterson or anyone else, who came
out and denounced the use of the army
and the threat of the National Guard
to break this strike.

Yet when questioned at a news con-
ference during the strike by a Bulletin
reporter on his position on the formation
of a labor party, Gotbaum declared he
would never do it.

We say that- city labor must now let
Gotbaum know that they have had enough
of his betrayals. There must now be
launched the most serious and ambitious
campaign in the District Council to let
Gotbaum know that either he takes up
the defense of DC 37 members against
layoffs, and Taylor Law reprisals through
the preparation for a new general strike
and breaks with the Democratic and
Republican labor haters in Albany and
City Hall or he will be replaced.
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San Mateo Bosses Out
To Smash Militants

BY JERRY ANDERS

SAN MATEO, June 3—The
rank and file workers of
Local 829 AFSCME were
prepared for a sharp clash
with Council 57 President
Frank Gillis and the Exe-
.cutive Board of Local 829.

" The Executive Board had re-
fused to make no lay offs the
principle demand in their up and
coming negotiations June 15th
with County management.

County management had threa-
tened in December of 1970 to
lay off 35% of all mental health
workers and supporting per-
sonnel. Workers in the lower
third of the seniority lists were
facing the guillotine of massive
layoffs, with no escape intoday’s
jobless market place.

Local 829 President Bob Run-
nels opened the meeting of Local
829 on June 3rd by giving the
floor to Frank Gillis who said
that he would be willing to sup-
port - the two published prin-
ciple demands of the rank and
file workers: no layoffs for any
county employee, and no cuts
in the mental health program.

These proposals were passed
with a deafening shout of ‘‘aye,”
and absolute quiet when the
‘“nay”’ vote was called. A third
proposal of adding three rank
and file workers to the present
negotiating committee of the
Executive Board was over-
whelmingly passed. There was
only surprised opposition from
a small group of diehard con-
servatives who had until now

dominated the union’s “‘keep it
quiet’” policy.

Council President Gillis then
went on to tell of his and Presi-
dent Runnels’ trip toSacramento
at the AFL’s state-wide meeting
of COPE, the rotten alliance
between labor bureaucrats and
liberal politicians.

The spokesman for the Rank
and File Caucus took the floor
and demanded that the Local
must call on AFSCME and all
other trade unions to call for
a California state-wide conven-

tion for a labor party.
As a token of the power that

the Rank and File Caucus had
generated in its fight over the
last six weeks, Council Presi-
dent Gillis gave the spokesman
of the Rank and File Caucus
a special service award for
building the membership of the
local. He said that he disagreed
with the politics of the rank
and file committee, but that he
stood together with the speaker
in building the union and in the

fight against County manage-
ment.

The following Monday, after
seeing AFSCME Local 829
united in militant  struggle
against them, the Board of

Supervisors issued the command
to County management—Destroy
the Rank and File Caucus of
Local 829. The spokesman, a
social service worker, had half
his records seized by the Divi-
sion head. (This technique is
often used in Social Service of-
fices to try and pin something
on an ‘‘undesirable’’ worker.)
Other members of the caucus

Probe Of SF Police
Prepares Repression

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
SAN FRANCISCO—For an

entire week the press of

S.F. has been filled with
reports on the extensive in-
vestigation of the S.F. Police
Department conducted by a
special crime committee.

The entire affair has the most
ominous implications for the
working class. This committeeis
made upoflawyers, businessmen,
retired police officials and as-
sorted academics.

Its so-called ‘‘blast’’ at S.F.’s
finest is in reality a call for a
thorough shakeup of the police
designed to create a more
streamlined military establish-
ment better able to cope with the
crisis brought on by the sharp-
ening class struggle. All of this
is sugar coated with a sprinkling
of liberal rhetoric.

According to the committee,
S.F.’s police have low morale,
poor equipment maintenance and
are ‘‘often sloppy’’ inappearance.
Stations are described as so dis-
orderly and slovenly that it is
impossible to respect the depart-
ment.

The defenders of law andorder
are portrayed as lolling about the
stations reading right wing liter-
ature and ‘‘girlie’> magazines,
discourteous and shabby. Who
would have guessed?

The public will be shocked to
learn that policemen often sleep

in their cars while on duty and
have been known to eat free
meals at restaurants while they
are supposed to be protecting the
citizenry.

We are further informed that
headquarters are not controlling,
inspecting and disciplining. Or-
ganization is poor, records are
in a shambles, it is suspected
that advancement in the depart-
ment is “‘political,’” selectionand
training procedures are weak and
believe it or notthere exist racist
attitudes and hostility to higher
education.

These accusations have brought
forth squeals of protest from
Police Chief Nelder who main-
tains that under his enlightened
administration the department
has become a match for any
Gestapo in the country.

It is only fair to point out that
despite all the weaknesses and
problems S.F. police have car-
ried on. Their low morale and
sloppy appearance has not pre-
vented them from killing and
terrorizing minorities, defending
visiting dictators, cracking skulls
at antiwar demonstrations, and
helping poor defenseless scabs
across picket lines.

The purpose of the crime com-
mittee is to see to it that these
‘ervices to the community will
be expanded and deepened. This
report is part of a conscious
ruling class preparation for civil
war.

were called on the carpet by
their supervisors to explain
their ‘‘insubordinate attitudes.”’
Another member of the caucus
had leaflets torn from his hand

by one of County Manager
Tarshes’ lieutenants.
County management knows

that the Rank and File Caucus
has aroused the militancy of
county workers and has led the
fight to force AFSCME tofight
against lay offs and program
cuts. But most of all, the Board
of Supervisors fears the political
power of the working class,
voiced by the caucus’s call for
a convention of trade unions
to create a labor party.

The political attacks on cau-
cus members will beanswered
by deepening the fight in the
union to mobilize the rank and
file.

frike Looms As
Santa Clara CEA

Rejects 2.5 % Offer

BY ALEX CRAIG

SANTA CLARA COUNTY—

Santa Clara’s labor crisis
flared anew last week as the
county government and its
largest employee union dead-
locked in an absolute im-
passe.

Labor contract negotiations be-
tween the Santa Clara County
Employees Association (SCCEA)
and the county ground to a halt
for the second time in the last
month, bringing the crisis to the
verge of a strike situation. Lead-
ers of the 5,500 member strong

Government Attacks I-J Strikers

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO—The la-
bor bureaucrats may have
forgotten the San Rafael
Independent Journal stri-
kers, but the government has
not.

The NLRB has just turned down
petitions claiming the IJ has
refused to bargain in good faith.
In addition the NLRB has now
come to the defense of three
scabs, reinstating them in the
union.

COURTS

The courts have upheld the
convictions and fines of union
leaders jailed previously for fif-
teen days overthe mass demon-
strations in support of the stri-
kers.

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

LOS ANGELES—Thirteen
Black Panther Party mem-
bers, including former ‘‘de-
puty defense minister,”” El-
mer Pratt, wentontrial here,
Tuesday, June 1, on charges
that included conspiracy to
murder Los Angeles police
officers.

Eight of the ten male defend-
ants, including Pratt, are charg-
ed with the murder conspiracy
which the state charges was cli-
maxed by a shootout between

Demonstrators in San Francisco protest genocide in

More appeals to the NLRBand
the courts coupled with a finan-
cial assessment of the member-
ship is all these leaders can
propose.

The employers have used this
strike to build up precedents for
importing scabs, jailing union
leaders and investigating the
unions.

A similar case may very well
be shaping up in San Francisco
over a strike of mortuary em-
ployees now inits seventhweek.
The employers are insisting
on the right to employ family
members, partners and manage-

ment employees outside the
terms and conditions of the
contract.

These attacks are grim war-
nings of the anti-union campaigns
to come. Only the mobilized
strength of the labor movement
can beat them back.

police officers and Blacks on
December 8, 1969 at the Panther
headquarters not far from Watts
in ' south central Los Angeles.
Other charges include assault
with intent to commit murder and
possession of deadly weapons.

This trial is anotherina series
of attacks on the Panthers. In
this trial it has been predicted
that jury selection will take se-
veral weeks. Even the presiding
judge, Judge Dell, announced that
he would examine all prospective
jurors and that he would put to
them specific questions givenhim
in writing by the prosecuting and

angla Desh s(lpbrted by Uni;ed Sfates.

SCCEA revealed that the county
management had filed a formal
letter of impasse with the union,
meaning a conciliator from Sa-
cramento will be called in to
aid the county in their effort to
smother the potentially explosive
situation.

The impasse centers around the
SCCEA’s rejection of the coun-
ty’s paltry 2.5% salary hike of-
ty’s paltry 2.5% salary hike offer
SCCEA’s rejection of the coun-
ty’s paltry 2.5% salary hike offer
and its demand that all employee
The workers have insisted that all
such employee relation items,
particularly anti-racial discri-
mination language, be included in
the new agreement.

Facing the SCCEA is a county
government which is openly at-
tempting to solve its financial
crisis at the expense of the coun-
ty workers. Its complete rejection
of the union’s basic demands is
part of the same plan which sur-
faced last month in San Jose,
Santa Clara County’s largest city,
where the new city budget offered
municipal workers no wage in-
crease whatsoever for the coming
year as well as 150 layoffs.

It is no accident that the strug-
gle of the county and municipal
workers here comes to the fore-
front simultaneously with the
massive movement of similar
employees all over the country,
particularly in New York. It is -
essential for all city and county
workers to coordinate their fights
into general strike actionnot only
in Santa Clara and San Jose,
but in every arena of working
class battle in the United States.

Panthers On Trial In Los Angeles

defense attorneys. Pressure from
the Black community and the
working class has resulted in the
courts -making such a conscious
effort to appear objective and
fair.

The recent conviction of David
Hilliard on charges stemming
from the Cleaver shootout that
led to the death of Bobby Hutton
exposes the reality. Hilliard now
faces two years despite the fact
that a former policeman has ad-
mitted the cops were out to get
the Panthers and that anunarmed
Hutton was simply shot down in
cold blood.
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CWA Ranks
- Wildcat In
Five States)]
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BY STEVE ZELTZER

SAN FRANCISCO—Two
thousand Western Electric
workers in 5 western states
have hit the bricks over the
overt violation of their con-
tract. .

The Walkout began in Fresno
when Western Electricallowed an
outside moving company to un-
crate and load frames into a
telephone building there.

The contract which ran out on
April 30 has been extended on a
day to day basis by the union
bureaucracy. However, the com-
pany has completely ignored it.

The contract had defined work
that was done by the outside
moving company as Western In-
stallers’ work.

The walkout that began in
Fresno quickly spread to the
entire West coast section of the
installers. In San Francisco in-
stallers who walked out were im-
mediately suspended by the com-
pany and ordered to return to
work after their suspension.

SABOTAGED

The fight to bring out CWA
operators in San Francisco and
extend the walk out nationally has
been sabotaged by the union lea-
dership. -
‘ At an executive meeting of the

operators’ Local 9410 Robert
Carr, President of WesternElec-
tric Workers Local 9490 called
from Washington where he is in
council with the national union
leadership to say that a joint
walk out with the operators was
not necessary.

This was in the face of a si-
tuation in which large sections
of the operators are in open sup-
port of going out.

The first morning of the walk
out in San Francisco when “‘In-
formational Picket Signs’ were
set up the majority of operators
at the 25th & Capp office of
Pacific Telephone stayed out for
half an hour.

They only returned when the
operators’ union leadership plus

the company called the workers
back in and declared it an *‘il-
legal strike.”

BETRAYAL
This betrayal by Beirne and his
local hatchet men must be smash-
ed before it totally destroys the
union along with the rights of
the workers.
Beirne is paralyzed by the open
political confrontation that is
building up between the wage
offensive of the working class and
the union busting policy of the
Nixon Administration.
All rank and file workers of
the CWA must demand immediate
mass union meetings to shut down
all CWA operations and force a
national shutdown.
The demand for an immediate
25% wage increase is absolutely
necessary to catch up with the
past inflation and Beirne must
not be allowed to compromise it.
In addition the Workers League
is calling for:
® Immediate solidarity with
Western Electric workers

® Mass meetings to shut down
operations here and force a
national shutdown

® No contract No work
Cost of living escalator!
® 30 hour week for 40 hours

pay
® 30 years and out at full pay

Bank Report Says

BY A BULLETIN .
REPORTER
PORTLAND, ORE.—The
annual review issue of the

Summary of Pacific North--

west Industries, just pub-
lished by Seattle First Na-

tional Bank, reveals the
depth of the crisis in the
Northwest.

It reports that the greatest

economic setback since the 1930s
has occurred in the state of
Washington during 1970. There-
duction in aerospace activity
was the chief contributing factor,
according tothe report. Massive

- Seattle waterfront.

Picket looks over Bulletin as Western Union workers wildcat in San Francisco over contract.

FarmWorkers
Plan July Strike

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
SAN DIEGO—The San Die-

- go headquarters of the United

Farm Workers Organizing
Committee has recently in-
dicated that it plans to issue
a call in July for a strike of
all farms in San Diego
County.

The activities of UFWOC thus
far show that it has no strategy
for rooting such-a call in the
actual movement of labor, and for
enlisting the support of the San
Diego working class. |

In fact, exactly the contrary has
been the case. The UFWOC is
actually trying to pull the farm
workers out of the forward move-
ment of the working class, and

Portland Shipyards Will Be Closed

layoffs at Boeing and dependent
industries in the Northwest have
resulted from the cutbacks, while
the same is happening in
California with the unemploy-
ment of aerospace workers at
Lockheed.

Now  Lockheed’s financial
problems have resulted in new
difficulties for workers on the
Lockheed’s
shipbuilding and construction
company is an integral part
of Lockheed Aircraft Corpora-
tion.

The Lockheed yard, like other
private and Navy shipyards has
been hit hard by the depressed
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force them into an alhiance with
the middle class and the Catholic
Church. In a period in which
steelworkers are preparing for a
class battle with capital, UFWOC
is tying farm workers to the
shoestrings and pursestrings of
liberals and priests.

Beginning with a rally last
month that was thoroughly do-
minated by doctors and lawyers,
to the exclusion ot many workers,
UFWOC proceeded to enlist the
support of the local Catholic dio-
cese; which also came out in
support of the growers.

The latest development has
UFWOC going a step further in
this process by participating in a
farm workers march last week
that was led by the priests. Who
is supporting whom? It was ab-

conditions in the U.S. Merchant
Marine. Lockheed has shifted its
attack from aerospace workers
to shipbuilders -by laying off
2200 since February 1970.

CLOSING :

In Portland, industry officials
have said that it is only ‘‘a
matter of time’ before ship-
yards in Portland and other
West Coast cities begin closing
down due to lack of work.

George W. Wintz, President
of the Western Shipbuilders
Association, disclosed an esti-
mate that the number of large
private repair yards on the
West  Coast would possibly
dwindle from fiftcen to four or
five. Ship repair has been one
of Portland’s chief industries
during the post-war boom.

Until recently the industry did
up to $60 million worth of work
annually, and employed up to
3,000 men. In the last eighteen
months jobs in the yards have
dwindled down to around 300.

LABOR PARTY

The boom is.over. Theruling
class has been forced to repel
the wage offensive with attacks
which now require workers to
counterattack politically with
a general strike and the con-
struction of a labor party.

solutely clear that the strike slo-
gans were subordinatedto the fact
that this march was actually the
celebration of a Catholic Mass.
Its purpose was to enshrine inthe
fields a replica of “‘Our Lady
of Guadalupe’’;a “‘virgin’’ just for
farm workers.

BOYCOTT

UFWOC has subsequently an-
nounced a consumer boycott of
farm produce in San Diego. While
this may appear superficially to
be support for the struggle of
farm workers, in reality it is
exactly the opposite. What these
leaders are doing is using the
power of the workers movement
to “‘pressure’’ the capitalists in
a thoroughly bankrupt reformist
activity. What looks like middle
class support for the farm work-
ers is actually dissipation of
working ‘class strength into the
middle class.

This is how UFWOC is prepar-
ing for a massive strike of farm
labor in San Diego. The rush to
establish ‘‘connections’ in the
middle class and the Church
shows how much this leadership
fears and hates the independent
movement of the working class.
They are trying to clamp a lid

“on the militancy of the ranks in

order to maintain control, but
it is clear that the situation is
explosive.

This strike call reflects the
pressure of the ranks on these
leaders. Their own perspective
is opposed to such a movement.
Margo Cowan, the mainorganizer -
here, has already openly stated,
“We don’t like strikes...and they
really serve no purpose.”

Thus far, the record of UFWOC
strike preparation has beenone of
sellout and actual attack on the
workers themselves. But despite
all attempts to tie farm labor to
liberal reformism and to smother
it in the robes of priests, a sharp
struggle against the growers is
shaping up here.

If the UFWOC leadership re- -
fuses to replace the Virgin of |
Guadalupe with picket lines, then
they must be sent packing, and
be replaced with a leadership
pledged to fight openly on the
side of the farm workers, and
nobody else. )
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Wildcat In

Five Statesd

BY STEVE ZELTZER

SAN FRANCISCO—Two
thousand Western Electric
workers in 5 western states
have hit the bricks over the
overt violation of their con-
tract.

The Walkout began in Fresno
when Western Electricallowed an
outside moving company to un-
crate and load frames into a
telephone building there.

The contract which ran out on
April 30 has been extended on a
day to day basis by the union
bureaucracy. However, the com-
pany has completely ignored it.

The contract had defined work
that was done by the outside
moving company as Western In-
stallers’ work.

The walkout that began in
Fresno quickly spread to the
entire West coast section of the
installers. In San Francisco in-
stallers who walked out were im-
mediately suspended by the com-
pany and ordered to return to
work after their suspension.

SABOTAGED

The fight to bring out CWA
operators in San Francisco and
extend the walk out nationally has
been sabotaged by the union lea-
dership. g

At an executive meeting of the
operators” Local 9410 Robert
Carr, President of WesternElec-
tric Workers Local 9490 called
from Washington where he is in
council with the national union
leadership to say that a joint
walk out with the operators was
not necessary.

This was in the face of a si-
tuation in which large sections
of the operators are in open sup-
port of going out.

The first morning of the walk
out in San Francisco when *‘In-
formational Picket Signs™ were
set up the majority of operators
at the 25th & Capp office of
Pacific Telephone stayed out for
half an hour.

They only returned when the
operators’ union leadership plus

the company called the workers
back in and declared it an ‘‘il-
legal strike.”

BETRAYAL
This betrayal by Beirneand his
local hatchet men must be smash-
ed before it totally destroys the
union along with the rights of
the workers.
Beirne is paralyzed by the open
political confrontation that is
building up between the wage
offensive of the working class and
the union busting policy of the
Nixon Administration.
All rank and file workers of
the CWA must demand immediate
mass union meetings to shut down
all CWA operations and force a
national shutdown.
The demand for an immediate
25% wage increase is absolutely
necessary to catch up with the
past inflation and Beirne must
not be allowed to compromise it.
In addition the Workers League
is calling for:
® Immediate solidarity with
Western Electric workers

® Mass meetings to shut down
operations here and force a
national shutdown

® No contract No work
Cost of living escalator!
® 30 hour week for 40 hours

pay
® 30 years and out at full pay

Bank Report Says

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
PORTLAND, ORE.—The
annual review issue of the
Summary of Pacific North-
west Industries, just pub-
lished by Seattle First Na-

tional Bank, reveals the
depth of the crisis in the
Northwest.

It reports that the greatest
economic setback since the 1930s
has occurred in the state of
Washington during 1970. The re-
duction in aerospace activity
was the chiefcontributing factor,
according tothe report. Massive

Picket looks over Bulletin as Western Union workers wildcat in San Francisco over contract.

FarmWorkers

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
SAN DIEGO—The San Die-
go headquarters ofthe United
Farm Workers Organizing
Committee has recently in-
dicated that it plans to issue

a call in July for a strike of

all farms in San Diego
County.

The activities of UFWOC thus
far show that it has no strategy
for rooting such -a call in the
actual movement of labor, and for
enlisting the support of the San
Diego working class.

In fact, exactly the contrary has
been the case. The UFWOC is
actually trying to pull the farm
workers out of the forward move-
ment of the working class, and

Portland Shipyards Will Be Closed

layoffs at Boeing and dependent
industries in the Northwest have
resulted from the cutbacks, while
the same is happening in
California with the unemploy-
ment of aerospace workers at
Lockheed.

Now Lockheed’s financial
problems have resulted in new
difficulties for workers on the
Seattle waterfront. Lockheed’s
shipbuilding and construction
company is an integral part
of Lockheed Aircraft Corpora-
tion.

The Lockheed yard, like other
private and Navy shipyards has
been hit hard by the depressed
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force them into an alliance with
the middle class and the Catholic
Church. In a period in which
steelworkers are preparing for a
class battle with capital, UFWOC
is tying farm workers to the

shoestrings and pursestrings of

liberals and priests.

Beginning with a rally last
month that was thoroughly do-
minated by doctors and lawyers,
to the exclusionof many workers,
UFWOC proceeded to enlist the
support of the local Catholic dio-
cese; which also came out in
support of the growers.

The latest development has
UFWOC going a step further in
this process by participating in a
farm workers march last week
that was led by the priests. Who
is supporting whom? It was ab-

conditions in the U.S. Merchant
Marine. Lockheed has shifted its
attack from aerospace workers
to shipbuilders by laying off
2200 since February 1970.

CLOSING

In Portland, industry officials
have said that it is only ‘‘a
matter of time’’ before ship-
vards in Portland and other
West Coast cities begin closing
down due to lack of work.

George W. Wintz, President
of the Western Shipbuilders
Association, disclosed an esti-
mate that the number of large
private repair yards on the
West Coast would possibly
dwindle from fifteen to four or
five. Ship repair has been one
of Portland’s chief industries
during the post-war boom.

Until recently the industry did
up to $60 million worth of work
annually, and employed up to
3,000 men, In the last eighteen
months jobs in the yards have
dwindled down to around 300.

LABOR PARTY

The boom is over. The ruling
class has been forced to repel
the wage offensive with attacks
which now require workers to
counterattack politically with
a general strike and the con-
struction of a labor party.

Plan July Strike

solutely clear that the strike slo-
gans were subordinated to the fact
that this march was actually the
celebration of a Catholic Mass.
Its purpose was to enshrine inthe
fields a replica of *‘Our Lady
of Guadalupe’’;a *‘virgin'’ just for
farm workers.

BOYCOTT

UFWOC has subsequently an-
nounced a consumer boycott of
farm produce in San Diego. While
this may appear superficially to
be support for the struggle of
farm workers, in reality it is
exactly the opposite. What these
leaders are doing is using the
power of the workers movement
to *‘pressure’ the capitalists in
a thoroughly bankrupt reformist
activity. What looks like middle
class support for the farm work-
ers is actually dissipation of
working class strength into the
middle class.

This is how UFWOC is prepar-
ing for a massive strike of farm
labor in San Diego. The rush to
establish ‘‘connections’’ in the
middle class and the Church
shows how much this leadership
fears and hates the independent
movement of the working class.
They are trying to clamp a lid
on the militancy of the ranks in
order to maintain control, but
it is clear that the situation is
explosive.

This strike call reflects the
pressure of the ranks on these
leaders. Their own perspective
is opposed to such a movement.
Margo Cowan, the mainorganizer
here, has already openly stated,
“We don’t like strikes...and they
really serve no purpose.”

Thus far, the record of UFWOC
strike preparation has beenone of
sellout and actual attack on the
workers themselves. But despite
all attempts to tie farm labor to
liberal reformism and to smother
it in the robes of priests, a sharp
struggle against the growers is
shaping up here.

If the UFWOC leadership re-
fuses to replace the Virgin of
Guadalupe with picket lines, then
they must be sent packing, and
be replaced with a leadership
pledged to fight openly on the
side of the farm workers, and
nobody else.



