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New Deal Pushed In Mid East;
Stalinists Back Attacks On PFLP

BY TIM WOHLFORTH
New movement is being made towards a deal in the Middle
East, a deal paid for with the blood of the Palestinian revolu-

tionaries.

Emboldened by Jordan’s armed defeat of the guer-

rilla movement, the Arab bourgeois regimes are moving to-

ward a new deal with Israel,
U.S. imperialism.

The elements of the deal are now in
the works. Israel’s latest proposal is
so constructed as to concede that at least
some of the territory it occupies will
have to be returned to the Arabs. The
Arabs, while formally insisting upon a
return to the true lines existing before
the Israeli invasion have, particularly
through Egypt’s cooperation in cease fire
arrangements, made clear their willing-
ness to compromise on almost everything.

The deal that is in the works will no
doubt leave under Israeli control—with a
possible United Nations cover—the areas
contiguous to Israel, leave most of the
useless desert in Arab hands while some
mutually agreed to United Nations or joint
body will patrol the Suez. Most important
to the imperialists is a situation where the

New Mideast deal of imperialists is threa-
tened by the masses and the guerrillas.

Suez is reopened with their influence do-
minant over it while the bourgeois regimes
on both sides are strengthened against
the masses.

DEAL

The main impediment to the deal so far
has been the rebellious Arab masses. So
long as Jordan in particular and Lebanon
and other contiguous countries were vul
nerable to revolutionary overthrow by the
masses through guerrilla leadership then
no deal could be implemented. It is the
hope of the imperialists now that with the
help of the Staliniststhe Palestinian move-
ment has been so weakened that suchadeal
can take place. It is -their hope but by
no means is it yet clear that this hope will
be fulfilled.

It is important that right at the moment of
the new Israeli offer the Palestine Libe-
ration Organization, whose main ingredi-
ent is El1 Fatah and which is uncritically
supported by the Communist Party and the
revisionist Socialist Workers Party, an-
nounced that it would join with Jordan’s
army in putting down Habash’s Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine should
it violate the cease fire agreement under
which the Palestinian movement is being

their movement being oiled by

disarmed and decapitated.

This latest reactionary move is openly
endorsed by the Daily World, organ of the
American Communist Party, in an article
in its January 19 issue entitled ‘‘Jordan
Patriots to Act Against Provocateurs.’’
This article goes so far as to state of the
PFLP that ‘‘its action have caused more
harm to the Arabs than to anybody else.’’
‘“‘Anybody else’’ obviously includes the
Israelis, U.S. imperialism and the Hussein
regime! It then blames the 20,000 casu-
alties of the civil war in Jordan upon it
and not Hussein and the imperialists. Need-
less to say, this like all ‘“Daily World Fo-
reign Department’’ articles are written di-
rectly from Tass and other Moscow
sources reflecting not only the counterre-
volutionary policies of the American CP
but of the whole Stalinist world.

EXPLOSIVE

However, the Stalinists and the imperi-
alists are very uneasy over Habash pre-
cisely because in their blows against the
Palestinian movement they have both
forced sections of the guerrillas under-
ground and to the left politically. Their
victories on the surface are creating an
extremely explosive situation underneath.

In the meantime back in the oil fields
the Shah of Iran, in the style of ‘‘revolu-
tionary’’ Nixon has begun talking of ‘‘neo-
colonialism’’ and threatening to turn off
the oil in the course of negotiations between
the oil producing and imperialist oil con-

suming countries. These negotiations could -

have a great deal to do with the future set-
tlement which imperialism seeks to impose
on the Middle East, the major oil producing
area.

It has been in large part the closing of
the Suez Canal which has created a tight
oil supply situation allowing the oil pro-'
ducing countries a certain bargaining po-
wer. The imperialists are well aware of
that and they also note that under all the
bluster the Shah and buddies want to strike
a favorable deal before a Middle Eastdeal
opens the Suez again. The imperialists on
the other hand want to open the Suez so that
they will have to make minimum conces-
sions to the oil producing countries during a
period of capitalist crisis where they need
every penny of super profits they candrain
out of the underdeveloped countries.

: PRICE

One would think under such circum-
stances that the solution for the imperi-
alists would be to insist upon the collabo-
ration of these reactionary leaders of oil
producing countries ih forcing through a
deal which will open up the Suez as the
price for a moderate percentile increase
now for the producing countries. The Uni-
ted States government is deeply involved
in this manuevering as the Justice Depart-
ment has privately assured the American
o0il companies that they will not be prose-
cuted under anti-trust laws for any joint
deal they work out with the producer coun-
tries.

The entire situation is creating new cori-
ditions for revolutionary explosions in the
Middle East. No deal will go through peace-
fully but the needs of the imperialists for
such a deal increase daily as does their

. pressure on their lackeys in the region.

The revolutionary masses have learned
through bitter experience certain lessons

' about the bourgeois nationalist leaders and

their opportunist and Stalinistlackeys. The
situation is therefore highly favorable for

the ?:onstructlon of sections of the Fourth

Internatjonal. This is now more than ever
the urgeny task.
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EDITORIAL

Nixon Spells Out Plans
To Crush Working Class

Nixon’s State of the Union address can only be described as one
of the most reactionary statements yet to come forth from the
ruling class. It reflects the sharp turn of the capitalist class
which is going to war against the powerful American working
class.

With the claim that he was ‘‘returning power to the people”’
Nixon used the semi-fascistic demogogy of the Huey Longs,
the George Wallaces, the Goldwaters and the Buckleys. When
Nixon talks about returning to 1776, he is talking about turning
back all the Agains the working class has won since its very
existence.

Behind Nixon’s preparation for dictatorship lies the tremen-
dous threat the offensive of the working class now poses. Nixon
has decided to meet it head on. Nixon’s State of the Union

message is just the beginning. He has now made it clear that
he intends to deliver a separate message on measures ‘‘to deal
with strikes creating national emergencies.”’

Only days before his message, Nixon gave an ultimatum to
the trade union movement. Either the wage offensive is stopped
or the government will institute a wage freeze and will pass
what legislation is necessary to subdue the unions.

Two weeks ago Secretary of Labor Hodgson lashed out at the
construction unions. He said that if there were a ‘‘button’’ the
Administration could push to stop the wage increase, they would
push it. .

Now they have pushed the button. Inaprivate meeting last week
with representatives of the construction industry and the unions,
Nixon laid it on the line. He gave them thirty days to come up with

a ‘‘system of self control.’”’

Nixon who in the past has been the number one opponent of
controls has now changed his line. At this meeting he bluntly
said that the Administration was preparing to move towards a
wage freeze.

’

Big tax credits are to be given to business, price increases are
to be allowed as with steel, but American workers are going to pay
for inflation with wage cuts.

In fact Nixon’s plans for ‘‘self control’”’ are the first step in
instituting a wage freeze. The Administration together with the
employers announced that they were setting up a ‘‘stabilization
board’’ to control wage-price levels in the construction industry.
This board will include the bosses, the governmentand the unions.

The main purpose of the board is to freeze wages and to re-
strict and deny the construction unions the right to strike.

While immediately these plans involve the construction unions,
this is the strategy Nixon and the employers have for the entire
labor movement. The unions are to be destroyed as instruments
for defending the interests of the working class.

So now we have a better look at the real face of the capitalist
class. This is the meaning of Nixon’s ‘‘revolution.”’

Nixon’s ‘‘revenue sharing plan’’ is nothing but a dressed up
version of the reactionary states rights program of the Southern
bourgeoisie whom he is courting. The five billion dollars addi-
tional funds which Nixon is asking Congress to approve ‘‘to be
used as the states and localities see fit’’ is nothing. The city and
state governments throughout the country are on the verge of
bankruptcy. '

Above all -what this plan means is the preparation to dismantle
all the federal programs from OEO, Medicare, welfare, down to
Social Security. All the social reforms and rights won by the
working class through years of struggle are to be eliminated.

Instead he is consolidating the state as aninstrument of oppres-
sion, restructuring the government and the Constitution. This is
the meaning of the consolidation of the Cabinet and the call for
a ‘‘constitutional convention.’”’ These are moves toward Bonapar-
tism as Nixon relies more and more on the right wing forces of
the ruling class, strengthens the state for repression and does it
all in the name of the ‘‘people.’’

In his program Nixon has the full support of the Democratic
leaders. Recently the leading contenders for the Democratic
Presidential nomination, Muskie, called for the institution of
wage-price controls. Almost every politician in Congress,
reservations or not, is supporting the new revenue sharing

plan.
The labor movement must answer with its own State of the

Union address. Two months ago 4,000 construction workers
marched on San Francisco’s city hall against unemployment.

The unions must organize a massive demonstration in Washing-
ton mobilizing the millions of trade unionists and unemployed a-

gainst the wage freeze, unemployment, repression and anti-union
laws. This action mobilizing the power of the working class must

be the first step in the building of a labor party to challenge the
Democrats and Republicans in 1972.
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BY FRED MUELLER
NEWARK, Jan.22—The Juan
Farinas defense campaign was
brought to Newark in a public
meeting held here tonight by
“the Farinas Defense. Com-
mittee at the Douglas Hotel.

Close to 50 people attended the meeting
including high school and community col-
lege students and trade unionists, parti-
cularly teachers, from the Newark area.
Speakers at the meeting includedJuan
Farinas, Orrie Chambers, Organizer of the
New Jersey State Federation of Teachers,
and Tim Wohlforth, National Secretary of
the Workers League.

Juan Farinas was the opening speaker.
““Newark is a very appropriate and signi-

‘ ficant city,”’ said Farinas, ‘‘in which to
hold a meeting in defense of a victim of
political repression. The situation facing
the Newark Teachers Union and all of
labor expresses sharply and clegarly the
reason behind the attacks on e, Angela
Davis, the Panthers and other militants.”’

DEFENSE.

The repression can only be fought by
deepening these struggles, said Farinas,
by mobilizing the workers and youth in-
dependently of the capitalists, basing the
defense of victims of repression on the
strength of the working class.

The Communist Party, in the campaign
in defense of Angela Davis, was proceeding
in exactly the opposite way, with the policy
of the popular front, of tying the workers
and the youth to the liberals and the church.

The only way to defend Angela Davis, °

Juan Farinas and all victims of the class

. struggle was to break decisively with this
policy. The January 29 rallies against
repression in New York’s Foley Square and
also in Minneapolis, San Francisco and Los
Angeles were being built on the basis of a
class defense policy. - ‘

Orrie Chambers of the State Federation
of Teachers spoke to the meeting about
the relationship between the persecution of
Juan Farinas and the attacks on Newark
teachers.

He showed how workers had been
stripped of their illusions on the role of
the government and the courts. Many of
the Newark teachers had said, before and
during last year’s strike, ‘‘We’re teachers,
they can’thurtus.’’ Many considered them-
selves better than other workers, con-
sidered themselves professionals, but they
had been arrested, fingerprinted, fined and
sent to jail.

Teachers who had completely rejected
the idea of defending the Black Panthers
from government attack now began to re-
consider this issue. Black workers
in Newark had  been through the
experience of black power, said Cham-

bers, and they had learned that black Demo-
crats, like Mayor Gibson, and black Repub-
licans are no different from white.

JONES .

Black separatists like Leroi Jones were
out to break the working class, doing the
bidding of the ruling class. Chambers said
that at the time of the Ocean Hill-Browns-
ville crisis over community control of
schools in New York two years ago, he had
asked himself, “‘Why is the Ford Founda-

" tion behind community control? Why does

Mr. Ford want the study of black history?
Why is the ruling class ‘on my side?’”’

We have to take up the struggle, said
Chambers. The choice is revolution or
fascism. We have to take up the defense
of Juan Farinas, Bobby Seale, Angela
Davis, the teachers, railway workers, and
all workers.

The last speaker was Tim Wohlforth,
National Secretary of the Workers League.
He spoke on the need for theory inorder to
lead the working class.

While the ruling class attacks vanguard
elements, said Wohlforth, the mass of the
working class is moving forward. This is
the meaning of the GE, postal, and GM
strikes and now the situation facing Newark
teachers. '

The upsurge of the working class pre-
sents a fundamental problem to the ruling
class. Its aim is to keep the vanguard away
from the masses.

They want to crush the vanguard before
it can establish a base in the working class,
said Wohlforth. That is why they attack

_ those who speak in the name of Marxism or

are searching for Marxism. That is why
they attack Juan Farinas, who fought
against the war as a Marxist and joined
the Workers League precisely through the
struggle for Marxist theory.

It was Lenin who said that there can be
no revolutionary practice without revolu-
tionary theory. This is posed today. If we
say that what is posed is socialism or
fascism then we must learn the lessons of
history, of a previous period of struggle
when this was posed, of the 1930s in par-
ticular.

If we don’t learn, fascism will triumph
again. Fascism won because of the policies

of the leadership of the workers’ move-

ment, of Stalinism in particular. The Sta-
linists had come to terms with the capi-
talists, they presented the popular front
conception that we could fight fascism by
allying with the liberal capitalists.

Ccp
Today the Communist Party refuses to
support Ruchell Magee because he is guilty
of rebellion. It refuses to support Magee
along with Angela Davis because it wants
to maintain its alliance with the liberals.

Farinas Defense Holds Newark

Juan Farinas (below) speaking at the Newark rally held last Thursday. The enthus-
iastic response was expressed in the collection for the Defense Committee (above).

We must say no more popular fronts,
no more betrayals. We must learn the
lessons of history, develop theory and build
the revolutionary party in struggle against
the misleaders and betrayers.

After the meeting many of those in at-
tendance signed up for a class in Marxism
which is being organized in Newark and for
the Newark contingent to the January 29
demonstration in defense of Juan Farinas.

Union-Busters Set To Take On Newark Teachers

BY DAN FRIED

NEWARK—The prospect of a strike by
all educational employees of the public
school system when the contract of the
Newark Teachers Union expireson Febru-
ary 1, poses a struggle of national sig-
nificance.

Kenneth Gibson has appointed the worst
enemies of labor to the Board of Educa-
tion and hired self-proclaimed union-bus-
ter Donald Saunders as chief negotiator
for the Board. It is now cear that Gibson
and the Board want to finish the job of
smashing the union that Addonizio attemp-
ted in last year’s teachers strike.

In this year’s struggle, Gibson, the
Board, the ‘‘poverty pimps’’ and the black
nationalists headed by Leroi Jones have
become the vanguard of the Nixon-Agnew
ruling class drive to smash the unions. The
slogan of ‘‘black control of the black com-
munity’’ pioneered in Ocean Hill-Browns-
ville to smash the UFT and pit black wor-
kers against white workers now dovetails
with Nixon’s strategy to eliminate the right
to strike and to move toward open wage
controls.

RACISM
The latest appeal by Mr. Saunders to
kindle the flames of racism against the
teachers is the demand for a ‘‘black con-
tract’’ which would eliminate all school

holidays excepnt for ‘‘Black’’ and ‘‘Latin’’
'holidays and would eliminate all white

teachers from the school system. It should

be remembered that two thirds of the tea-
chers are white, that the union president
and several other union officials areblack
and that the teaching aides who arelargely
Black and Latin voted overwhelmingly to
support a ‘‘no contract no work’’ policy
along with the teachers.

The open appeal to racism, the attempts
to separate the aides from the teachers,
the witchhunting attacks on the union lea-
ders, the organization of vigilante groups
against the wunion, the threat of mass
jailings and the rumored plan to issue in-
junctions to the teachers en masse asthey
leave school on January 29—these are the
preparations for war.

The plans of the union call for following
up last week’s membership meeting which
voted unanimously for ‘‘no contract no
work,’”’ with a mass meeting January 31
which is expected to vote overwhelmingly
to approve a strike unless there is an un-
expected retreat by the Board and a con-
tract is signed.

SCABS
With the almost certain prospect that the
Board will try to keep the schools open with
scabs, the union has gone to the New Jersey
labor movement for support. The union
that represents school firemen who turn
on the furnaces has agreed to honor the
picket lines. Most of the major unions in
the Newark area as well as the New Jer-
sey State AFL-CIO have agreed to support
the teachers, pledging ~ ass actionagainst

scabbing and injunction. .

The danger is that thelabor bureaucrats
who feel threatened by the attacks of
Gibson, Lindsay, Nixon-Agnew, thegro-
wing political repression and preparation
for new laws against the unions will feel
even more threatened by the open con-
frontation that the teachers strike poses.
The danger is that a section of the union
leadership will seek to support the tea-
chers by agreeing to or sponsoring a pro-
posal to end the strike on the basis of
‘“‘fact-finding’’ or ‘‘compulsory arbitra-
tion.”’

The support of the labor movement is now
the decisive question in the struggle tode-
fend the teachers and win the strike.

The N.T.U. must undertake a real cam-
paign to demand that the union leaders both
of New York and New Jersey, retaliate
with the organization of mass demonstra-
tions and work stoppages.

FEB. 1

To the extent that the NTU leadership
has said that this will be a strike not
only of teachers but of the entire work-
ing class—that is their strength. The
mile-long march of the labor movement
in support of last year’s teachers strike
which included 27 unions was just a
small sign of what can be done. This
year the stakes are much higher.

Just across the river in New York,
the situation of the city labor movement
still hangs in the balance. We say that
February 1st should mark a day of ‘No
Contract-No Work’’ for ALL Newark and
New York City employees.

ly

CURRAN’S GOONS ATTACK -
NMU RANK & FILERS

BY TOM GORDON

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—Goons
egged on by the bureaucrats beat
several rank and file members
at the NMU port meeting here to-
night when they protected Gaston
Firmon-Guyon, leader of the
Seamen’s Defense Committee.

This Committee is demanding that the
union strike to stop the layups of passen-
ger ships and the shutdown of marine hos-
pitals. One man was sent to the hospital
and several others beaten and kicked.

This vicious attack completely exposes
the real stand of the Curran bureaucracy
on the side of the shipowners. The mee-
ting chairman Rich tried to beguile the
ranks with talks of a small delegation to
go to Washington to beg hat in hand, that
Congress not allow the layups. But sea-
man after seaman during and after the
meeting expressed agreement with the Sea-
men’s Defense Committee program of na-
tionalization of the ships to preventlayups,
guarantees of full pension and other union
rights, a strike to save NMU jobs, and
union democracy.

This is the program that Firmon-Guyon
was trying to get the meeting to approve
tonight, and it is the program already
passed by special meetings on four Grace
Lines ships.

The ranks will not be beaten back! De-
monstrations held by the Seamen’s De-
fense Committee drew 125 members of
the laidup Santa Rosa last Thursday, and
thirty members from the Santa Paula the
week before.

These actions, a brief strike by the Mas-
ters, Mates and Pilots, and the threat of
an NMU strike have already forced a con-
cession out of Prudential-Grace Lines.
The company announced last week that it
would not lay up the four ‘‘M’’ class freight-
passenger - ships as it had originally
planned, but would only eliminate pas-
senger service on them.
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British Postal Workers Join Battle Against Tories

BY MELODY FARROW
When Edward Heath, head of the Tory government in England,
told the capitalist rulers at the United Nations that they must
prepare for civil war, he was not talking about the distant future.

It is precisely war that he has launched
against the British workers and, in par-
ticular, against the postal workers who
have been on strike since January 20.

The deepening anger and ferment among-
British workers is sharply expressed in
the fight of these workers who have tra-
ditionally been held back by a timid, spine-
less leadership which has kept the wages
of British postal workers way below those
of other workers. The workers are de-
manding a 15% wage increase, while the
Tories are determined to hold it down to
a mere 8% barely covering the rise in the
cost of living.

The postmen’s present salary is around
$47 a week for a 43 hour week and they
only make $60 if they put in a 50 or 60
hour week. Younger workers only reach
the adult pay level after 10 years of ser-
vice. In addition, the Tories are planning
to de-nationalize the post office which will
mean layoffs and speed up for the workers.

EDGE
The postal workers have been pushed to
the edge and are ready for a long fight

RIVER ROUGE HIT AS
FORD LAYS OFF 5,000

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

DETROIT, Jan. 23—Over 5,000 Ford
workers have been laid off short term na-
tionally, some of them at the largest Ford
plant in River Rouge. These layoffs are
the first the River Rouge workers have felt
in a number of years.

The layoffs at the Rouge plant are for
seven work days—January the 25th through
29th, and February the lst and 2nd.

Many of the Ford workers here know what
these layoffs mean. Two workers said that
Ford may impose four day, thirty-two hour
work weeks later in the year in an attempt

to make the workers pay for their prob- -

lems. :

We say that these layoffs are only the be-
ginning. They must follow the rising unem-
ployment with full-scale attacks on the
workers in the form of wage freezesand re- -
strictions, and anti-union laws.

The UAW leadership, both local and na-
tional, is not doing a thing to fight these
attacks. They are selling the workers out
on the question of job security just as they
sold them down the river with the new con-
tract.

The ranks must answer Ford’s schemes
with the demand for a thirty hour week at
forty hours pay.

even though they will not receive one
penny of strike pay. The Post, Telephone
and Telegraph International Union in Brus-
sels which represents communication wor-
kers all over the world is calling on all
operators to cut off service for Britain
as an act of solidarity with the strike.

Despite the miserable wages of the post-
men, the Tory government, representing
all the big business interests, refuses to
allow the workers the slightest improve-
ment in their living standards. They im-
mediately launched a vicious tirade against
the workers in the press, portraying them
as monsters who want to deprive old people
of their pension checks.

In fact it was the government which pur-
posely misled the pensioners so that they
would not get their checks before the strike
began. The Tories’ aim is to use the frus-
tration of the middle class and unorganized
workers and place the blame for inflation
and the economic crisis on the backs of the
working class.

SMASH

At issue in the postal strike is far more
than a wage increase. Attempts to solve the
crisis with fiscal measures have been
abandoned and the Tories are taking on
their historic task. The only way they can
restore their rate of profit is to push the
working class back to slavery, to smash
all its basic rights.

The Tories know that the attempt to hold
down and actually slash real wages will not
be enough and are proposing an Industrial
Relations Bill which would place the unions
under complete control by the state,
legalize the open shop and outlaw unions
who dare to strike. Increased unemploy-
ment and witchhunts against militants and
socialists, bomb scaresandall therestare
key elements in their strategy to divide,
weaken and destroy the unions.

The postal strike comes on the heels of
a whole wave of strikes. Now it is the pos-
tal workers who are taking the lead to defeat
the Tory offensive and in this sense their
victory will be a blow against the capitalist
class internationally and a victory for all
workers.

RESIGN
The postal strike comes little more than
a week after thousands of workers

throughout England walked off their jobs
and marched against the anti-union Indus-
trial Relations Bill chanting ‘‘Out with the
Tories.”” The importance of this action
was the fact that advanced sections of wor-

London postal workers cheer during giant rally held during the strike. The Tories
and Heath are out to smash down the trade unions through industrial Relations Bill.

kers are no longer merely protesting or
demanding that the Tories withdraw the
Bill. They are taking up the fight of the
Socialist Labor League and its paper,
Workers Press, to call a general strike
and force the Tories to resign. The strength
and power of the workers as seen now in
the postal strike mustbe mobilized to com-
pletely throw the Tories out and defeat their
reactionary plans.

The trade union leaders and the Stalinists
have refused to wage a fight not only for the
salary demands of the workers butagainst
the Tory anti-union Bill. They have infact
already reconciled themselves toit—
hoping that things will not be as bad as

they seem.

TREACHERY

The perspective of the Stalinist led
Liason Committee for Defense of the Trade
Unions is to somehow persuade the Tories
to change their minds. As the struggle
deepens the treachery of these leaders be-
comes more and more dangerous.

If there is not to -be a repetition of the
defeats of the 1930s, the Stalinists must
be exposed and their influence destroyed.
The key to the victory of the postal strike,
the defeat of the anti-union bill and the
fight against the Tories is the fight to
build a revolutionary leadership in the
unions.

Welfare Suspensions Force Showdown With City

BY AN SSEU 371 MEMBER

NEW YORK—On Wednesday,
January 20 Mrs. Cleola Hains-
worth and her four children,
after being denied an accomo-
dation renting for $100 per week,
were placed in the Waldorf-As-
toria Hotel by workers at De-
kalb Social Service Center in
Brooklyn.

The action was taken on an emergency
basis and for a two day period after which
time it was hoped that other accomodations
could be obtained. The director of the cen-
ter, Sal Ciccolella, ordered the money paid
and approved all actions taken by staff in
relation to the referral.
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Mayor Lindsay who was in Washington
at the time immediately ordered three wor-
kers, Mr. Ciccolella, Case Consultant A.
Baer, and housing worker Dorrance Hen-
derson, suspended and charged them with
‘‘malicious intent.”’

Lindsay was outraged that the family had
been placed at such ‘‘a reputable hotel.**

BLAME

Lindsay and the City used this incident
to blame the welfare recipientsand wor-
kers for the situation. The truth of the mat-
ter is that the city has been spending mil-
lions of dollars a year to house over one
thousand welfare families in rat-infested
slum hotels. The cost of these hotels in
many cases is well over the cost of the
Waldorf and the conditions are deplorable.

The responsibility for this lies with the
City alone which has allowed thousands of
apartment buildings to be abandoned by
landlords who no longer find them profi-
table. It has refused to build low costhou-
sing.

The vicious slander against Mrs. Hains-
worth and the action taken against the three
staff members provoked an immediate re-
action at the DeKalb Center the following
day when the whole center walked out and
‘demonstrated at the offices of the Human
Resources Administration.

-

ACTION

At the demonstration, Herb Karasik,
caseworker delegate said: ‘‘Lindsay is
going too far this time and we’re not going
to let him get away with it. If the workers
aren’t rehired we’re not going back.’’

As a result of the militant walkout at
DeKalb and threats by Victor Gotbaum,
head of DC 37 and Stan Hill, SSEU 371 presi-
dent, the City agreed to lift suspensions

on two of the three workers. However, hou-

SSEU members picket against the City's
suspensions of workers at DeKalb center.

sing worker Henderson remains suspen-
ded.

Hill has refused to mobilize the ranks in
defense of this worker and has handed over
his job to an arbitrator. At the same time
he has done nothing in relation to the con-
tract fight.

Over 70 delegates and activists in the
union signed a statement circulated by the
SSEU 371 Committee for New Leadership
demanding that the SSEU take up a fight
against Lindsay with a work action to be-
gin on February 1 unless agreement is
reached on job security, wages and work-
load.

| 135 W. 14th St.

Mzt. Sinai To Fire
Doctor For Protest

BY AN 1199 MEMBER

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—About a month ago
Mrs. Marjorie Davis' died in Misericordia
Hospital in the Bronx after waiting over two
hours in the emergency room. Mrs. Davis,
a young mother of two, had been working at
the Dietary Department of Mount Sinai
Hospital. The day before her death Mrs.
Davis had gone to the Employees Health
Service at Mt. Sinai complaining of severe
pains but was sent back to work.

The workers at Mount Sinai are well
aware of the inadequate conditions in the
Health Service and the crisis throughout
the hospital. The resulting poor care and
negligence is a direct result of the slashes
in medical care. The hospitals deal with.
the crisis by a job freeze with the result
that all departments are understaffed and
workers overworked.

LEAFLET

About a week ago several supporters of
the Progressive Labor Party at Mount
Sinai circulated a leaflet on the death
of Mrs. Davis and made the following
three demands: 1) Reparations for the
children of Mrs. Davis 2) 24 hour health
service for the employees with one or
two doctors available at all times 3) im-
provement of the emergency room for
the benefit of the community, functioning
24 hours a day with more staff.

The same day, the Mount Sinai admini-
stration answered this leaflet with its
own leaflet. The Administration claimed
that Mrs. Davis had not been to the Health
Service, and that her death had nothing
to do with any negligence on the part of
the hospital.

Dr. Jerry Gelles, one of the signers of
the original leaflet, has been threatened
with dismissal by the administration.

VICIOUS

Incidents such as the one at Mount Si-
nai can and do happen all over the city.
The trustees of Mount Sinai Hospital and
others are responsible for this decaying
system. Their only answer to it is vicious
attacks on all those who fight back, on
all workers who fight to uphold the union
contract, to maintain and improve working
conditions and fight for better health care.

Hospital workers mustdemand not sim-
ply improvements in one department but an
end to the job freeze, understaffing and
attacks on working conditions. This fight
must be taken up through the union. Local
1199 must fight for an investigation by a
workers’ committee into the death of Mrs.
Davis, absolutely no victimizations of any
employee who speaks out, new hiring and
an end to the job freeze.

'MARXISM &
MILITARY AFFAIRS

By Leon Trotsky"

LABOR PUBLICATIONS

New York, N.Y. 10011
special price; $ 1.25
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STARTING with this issuewe
will be running as a series
articles by N. Makanda which
have appeared over the past
year in the Workers Press,
daily organ of the British
Socialist Labour League.
Future articles will include a
history of the Communist
Party of South Africa, im-
perialist interests in Niger-
ia, Nasser’s financial link
with imperialism .and a two
part series on Ethiopia.

1960 was the 50th anni-
versary of ‘the Act of
Union, passed without
dissent by the British
parliament, which gave
South Africa its funda-
mental apartheid consti-
tution.

The same year the South
African ruling class mas-
sacred African workers at
Sharpeville and faced a mass
protest which forced the
government to declare a state
of emergency and created a
panic in the Johannesburg,
London and New York stock
exchange.

The year of the 50th anni-
versary of white domination
became a year of ‘the writing
on the wall’.

Long series

Sharpeville was not an iso-
lated murder of non-European
workers, but one of a long
series of such massacres.

To see it in its simplest con-
text it is necessary to remem-
ber that after 150 years of
sporadic wars of conquest by
Holland (1625-1805), Britain
waged war for 100 years, from
1806 to 1906, against the
Batwa, Khoi-Khoin and Bantu
inhabitants.

Hundreds of thousands were
killed, the ancient communal
economy was destroyed and
the people robbed of their land
and their labour in a series of
wars of racial laws unprece-
dented in human history.

During the last phase of this
process, British finance capital
made a colony of South Africa
under Queen Victoria and
politicians Disraeli, Gladstone
and Rhodes.

It is necessary to remember,

CLASS STRUGGLES IN

AFRICA

by N. MAKANDA

“

MASSACRE AT SHARPEVILLE

too, that these wars and laws
formed the basis of the present-
day South Africa, including
the Sharpeville massacre.

The ‘Boer’ Nationalist Party
government which carried out
this brutal murder was but the
agency of the giant British
imperialist interests which con-
tinue to dominate South Africa
to this very day.

The people who were killed
ten years ago at Sharpeville,
Langa and elsewhere were
butchered by Verwoerd’s re-
gime to protect enormous
finance-capital interests. And
these interests were, and re-
main, 90 per cent British.

British imperialism is basic-

ally, in a very real sense,
responsible for the Sharpeville
massacre. :

No mention

The British Tories, Labour
and Liberal spokesmen single
out Sharpeville because it was
the open work of a ‘Boer’
government.

They make little mention of
the fact that this government
was, at the same time, a mem-
ber of the British Common-
wealth.

The massacre certainly did
nothing to disturb diplomatic
or other relations between

{en years ago

Britain and South Africa, with-
out whose economy Britain
could not survive as a ‘demo-
cratic’ capitalist country for a
week.

Nor do they mention the
atrocities at Bulhoek, Bondelz-
wartz, Marabastad, Witzie-
shoek and elsewhere during
the long reign of the British
ally and hero General Smuts—
leading apostle of segregation
(apartheid).

This laying of the blame is

not confined to the Tory,
Labour or Liberal parties.

It is also the policy of the
Communist Party of South
Africa— which worked the
apartheid Native Representa-
tion Act of 1936 and the
apartheid Industrial Concilia-
tion Act—and the African
National Congress and so-
called Anti-Apartheid Com-
mittee centred in London.

It is for this reason that
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Verwoerd: Under his regime
African workers were butchered
to protect the interests of
British finance-capital.

these organizations are ‘com-
memorating’ Sharpeville to-
morrow (March 21) at a cere-
mony under the official leader-
ship and patronage of
Ambrose Reeves, ex-Anglican
Bishop of Johannesburg.

_ We must keep in mind that
the Anglican Church remains
one of the old-established and
major segregatory, apartheid,
racial discriminatory, land-
robbing and investment in-
stitutions of South Africa.

It has operated a rigid
colour bar in South African
schools for more than 100
years and did so even when
there was no law to this effect.

Thus the ‘anti-apartheid’
committee commemorates
those who fell before the
bullets of apartheid ten years
ago.

Collaboration

The Anti-Apartheid Com-
mittee ceremony is yet another
act of collaboration by the
ANC-CPSA coterie with the
liberal wing of British imperial-
ism.

According to the weekly
‘Torch’ of March 22 and
March 29, 1960, Reeves
lamented the fact that police
had not first fired warning
volleys at Sharpeville. He had
asked the government why
they had not used tear gas and
fire hoses instead.

The third comment upon
Sharpeville is that it was not
an expression of the strength
of the ‘Herrenvolk’ regime, but
of its weakness, its dying, de-
clining, diseased economy and
its crisis in the state.

It was not.a measure of the

ruling class ‘going forward’,
but of one desperately defend-
ing itself against the rising
revolution of the non-European
exploited and oppressed people.

It was this weakness and
fear experienced by the ‘white’
ruling class which made it un-
leash a renewed reign of terror
against the African people,
starting with the Sharpeville
massacre itself.

The rulers may appear
strong, for they have the mas-
sive foundation of British
finance capital beneath their
feet, along with heavy US,
French, West German. Italian.
Swiss, Japanese, Canadian,
Australian and other imperial-
ist capital. They also have the
secret backing of NATO.

They have the 99.9 per cent
backing of the ‘white’ popu-
lation, including the so-called
‘white’ workers and middle
class, about two million of
whom come from Britain itself
and still continue to flow into
the country. :

But despite all this and
more, ‘white’ South Africa
lives in fear of the non-
European liberatory struggle,
led by the
trated proletarian-peasant.

This struggle is not only a
continuation of the centuries-
long resistance to conquest
and dispossession, but is also
an extension of the inter-
national class struggle against
imperialism, which first fully
erupted in South Africa itself
after the Russian Revolution.

It was further inspired by
the Chinese Revolution, the
ousting of capitalist-imperial-
ism from eastern Europe, and
the North Korean, Vietnamese
and Cuban Revolutions.

Simultaneously, the South
African liberatory struggle be-
came an increasingly conscious
rising against the system of
colour oppression and its
accumulative intensification.

This intensification of apar-
theid was a defensive reaction
of the ‘Herrenvolk’ against the
rising liberation movement.

In economic origin apar-
theid was and remains a
means to obtain and regiment
cheap semi-colonial labour.

But apartheid also has a
political motivation and this
political purpose was to pre-
vent the anti-apartheid revo-
lution by every means
possible.

More and more laws were
passed to curb political move-

General Smuts:
leading apostle
of segregation.

heavily-concen-

ments, to ban them, to de-
capitate them. And where laws
failed, the police and military
were called in to close every
loophole through which the
mass movement for democracy
and land could make its way.

The Sharpeville, massacre
was the forcible closing of
such a loophole.

It was part of the back-to-
the-wall struggle for survival
of the ‘Herrenvolk*.

The fact that still more laws
have been passed since Sharpe-
ville is an indication that the
massacre and subsequent reign
of terror failed in its purpose
-—namely to destroy the liber-
atory movement.

F erocity

The actual “events them-
selves revealed the ferocity
with which the regimg tried
to carry out these defensive
measures. This ferocity was a
measure of the desperate sit-
uation of a class in the closing
throes of its struggle for
survival.

Whether the  Sharpeville
attack was planned or due to
trigger-happy police is irrele-
vant; it was part of the overall
plan to crush the political
movement of the oppressed.

§
o

*
o
¢
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Kigo:

The blow was struck on
Monday 21, 1960, when an
officially estimated crowd of
2,000 African inhabitants of
the segregated location town
of Sharpeville gathered to pro-
test against the pass laws.

(These laws were .introduced
into South Africa by the
British Governors Caledon and
Cradock in. the early 19th
century and were intensified
by the British imperialists

Cecil Rhodes and Theophilis
Shepstone in the second half
of the same century.)

This  particular anti-pass
campaign had been organized
by the Pan African Congress
(PAC), a body which had
arisen out of the African
National Congress (ANC) at a
time (1958) when the ANC's
adventurist one-day strikes,
days of mourning, pass burn-
ing and similar campaigns had

progressively failed to rally
mass support.
In 1958 workers turned

their backs on a one-day strike
called by the ANC.

In consequence of this
position the ANC had lost
much- of its power to bargain
with the ‘Herrenvolk’ for
apartheid concessions for its
aspirant small. middle-class
nationalist leaders and sup-
porters.

The PAC was simply a
much bolder, more openly
nationalist continuation of the
reformist and collaborationist

ANC.

Its first mass action was
fully in line with ANC tradi-
tion: the pass-burning cam-
paign utterly divorced from

the central political struggle
of the full franchise and,
moreover, with an  anti-

communist slant that intrigued
certain liberal elements who,
early on, began to direct
PAC’s activities.

These ‘white’ liberals were
to play an important part in
the march from Langa, near
Cape Town, and in the sub-
sequent ‘mopping-up opera-
tions’ carried out by the
‘Herrenvolk’ after the dust
had settled.

The fact that the PAC was
openly anti-‘white’ meant no
more than that it was the more
subservient to ‘white’ in-
terests, for it was long known
in South Africa that the anti-
‘whites’ among the aspirant
middle class were, by their
own definition, pro-apartheid
(like all Black Power move-

ments), and hence easy agen-
cies of the ‘whites’ who con-
trolled the apartheid system.
This was, as yet, not known
to the oppressed people, so
often betrayed by the ANC.
The PAC appeared as a new,
more militant leadership to
whom sections of the oppressed
responded, whilst the majority
simply responded to the anti-
pass call as a reaction to their
intensified oppression, or out

of hope that a new leadership
was coming forward.

They were to be as bitterly
disillusioned by the PAC as
they had been previously by
the ANC—only this time they
learned the lesson in a very
much shorter time.

So much shorter that, by
1970, the PAC is at an even
lower ebb in South Africa
than the ANC had been when
the PAC arose out of its ruins.

THE ORIGINAL 2,000
gathered at Sharpeville
for an anti-pass demon-
stration was reported by
the government later to
have grown to 20,000.
All were unarmed.

The demonstration was a
peaceful one, partly because
the demonstrators were not
armed, and partly because
Sobukwe, PAC leader, had
issued clear directives for a
Gandhi-ist, non-violent, pass-
ive  resistance  campaign,
along traditional ANC re-
formist lines.

The police at the meeting
received steady reinforce-

ments. .
Some of those present claim

The peaceful

demonstration at
Sharpeville just
before the
shooting : Passive
resistance
organized along
traditional ANC
reformist lines.
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that some of the (unarmed)
African police suddenly warned
the crowd that the ‘white’
police were about to fire. The
police opened fire without
warning.

Official figures of the num-
ber killed rose rapidly from 56
to 71, with 182 officially listed
as wounded.

On the same ‘Bloody Mon-
day’ a PAC prayer meeting—
for this was the sort of ‘mili-
tant’ campaign the ‘new’
leaders were waging—was held
at Langa, near Cape Town.
The meeting was reportedly
given three minutes to dis-
perse.

The police charged with sten
guns before the expiry of the
time limit.

That night the police terror-
ized Langa, Windermere and

Nyanga, non-European loca-
tions in ‘liberal’, British-
dominated Cape Town. The

police used spotter helicopters
and British Saracens, hunting
down refugees in the small
forests and sand-stretches of
the Cape Flats in outer Cape
Town.

In the midst of this police
terror the leader of the openly
pro-British ‘opposition’ United
Party, Sir de Villiers Graaff,
joined Verwoerd, the Prime
Minister, in a vote of thanks
to the police, praising them
for their ‘restraint’.

On Tuesday (March 22) the
workers of Langa, virtually
surrounded by the police,
staged a ‘stay-at-home’ strike.

‘Police and military units in-
vaded the compound bachelor
quarters for men forcibly

Cecil Rhodes : intensified the
pass laws.

separated from their families
in the Transkei, some 600
miles away, in order to be
cheap labour for the mainly
British businesses of Cape
Town.

The police and army raked
the bachelor quarters with
rifle fire and tried to drive the
workers into special work-
trains with pick-handles, rifle-
butts and knobkerries.

Machine - gunners  pursued
fleeing workers through the
scrub around the location. In
self-defence, the Nyanga wor-
kers threw up road-blocks.

At Langa the Native Affairs
Department Administrative and
Labour Bureau offices were
fired by the strikers. At nearby
Retreat a Native Affairs De-
partment ‘transit labour camp’
office and government store
were likewise fired by workers.
At Nyanga workers barricaded
themselves in as the ‘stay-at-
home’ strike spread.

Resistance

Although the workers’ re-
sistance to the police reign of
terror had, in fact, not yet
reached its maximum effort,
the London, New York and
other Stock Exchanges pan-
icked.

In the week following
‘Bloody Monday’, 84 gold
mining shares on the London
Exchange dropped £600 million
in value. British imperialism’s
main money market sent out a
call to Verwoerd for urgent
action.

The Nationalist Party gov-
ernment hastened to reassure
the British monopoly capitalist
interests on which it rested.

In particular the workers’
attacks on the Native Affairs
Department, the vast ‘state
within a state’ which was tied
to British capital, shook mono-
poly capital severely. Its ser-
vant, the South African gov-

* ernment, was not slow to act.

What it did was a direct
result of the financial pressure
of British capital in particular.

British imperialism was not
only ultimately but also im-
mediately responsible for the
murderous onslaught upon the
non-European working class

by Verwoerd and company.

The Sharpeville, Langa,
Nyanga, Retreat and other
atrocities were very much in-
deed the doing of British im-
perialism and, as such, are
very much indeed a matter of
deep concern for the British
working class itself.

Emergency

Whether the Anti-Apartheid
ceremony conducted by Bishop
Ambrose Reeves at Trafalgar
Square will reveal this ‘perfidy
of Albion’ is hardly a matter
for conjecture.

In the South African parlia-
ment the pro-British Liberal
Native Representatives rallied
behind the call for emergency
action for the sake of ‘security’
—the same Native Representa-
tives put into the all-‘white’
parliament by the ANC and
other components of the pre-
sent Anti-Apartheid Commit-
tee.

So urgent was the situation
for the ruling class that it in-
troduced a state of emergency,
which began with 23 areas and
by March 31 covered 80
magisterial districts.

Meetings of more than 12
were banned. Eighteen units of
the Citizens’ Force were called
up.

Three thousand army and
navy troops sealed off Langa
and Nyanga. Saracens came out
at Cato Manor and Durban.

Police baton-charged strikers
at Jabavua and Natalspruit.
234 persons were seized in
dawn raids on 11 organiza-
tions.

On March 27, General
Rademayer, Union Police Com-
missioner, said that Africans
would not ‘for the time being’
have to produce their passes—
a liberal-inspired trick to break
the political strike of the
workers.

Erasmus, Defence Minister,
made it clear, however, that
the pass laws would be rein-
forced later. A three-week ban
on public meetings in ‘riot
areas’ was extended by him to

Natal and Transvaal towns.
Sebukwe, PAC President, was
remanded to Aprii 4 on
charges of incitement and con-
travention of the pass laws.

A Bill was drafted to outlaw
certain organizations not
readily covered by the 1952

At Langa the
police and army
raked the
African quarters,
trying to drive
the strikers
back to work.

Suppression of Communism
Act.

In the midst of all this
British Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan  welcomed  Ver-
woerd’s decision to attend the
next Commonwealth meeting.

A week after ‘Bloody Mon-
day’ a strike shook many
cities. 90 per cent of Cape
Town’s non-European workers
were reported to have come
out on this ‘day of mourning’
strike.

Side-tracked

Two days later 30,000 people,

-mainly from Langa, marched

into the centre of Cape Town
to demand the release of
arrested leaders, The demon-
stration, nominally lead by a
young PAC student, was side-
tracked by the liberals into a
negotiating meeting, which the

police exploited to the full by
waylaying the scattered
marchers returning from the
centre back to Langa.

The same day, in Sharpe-
ville, the people buried 34 of
the victims .of the massacre of
the previous Monday. Demon-
strations took place at Stellen-

bosch, Somerset West and
Waterkloof, at all of which
the police attacked the

oppressed with batons or
bullets.

At a demonstration at
Orlando, Johannesburg, Sara-
cens were used against - the
strikers. Other demonstrations
took place at Meadowvale and
Moroka—where police stations
were attacked by the strikers
—and at Durban, where the
police used machine guns
against the demonstrators.

Not only did the oppressed
attack the NAD and police
stations—they showed their
class consciousness by burning
down some of ‘the hated
Roman Catholic .and Dutch
Reformed Churches, (report
by Major T. J. Crous, March
28, 1960) and at Durban a
mission church was fired.

By this time the shares of
the huge British mining com-
pany, De Beers, had fallen by
£33 million, Anglo-American
by £11 million and Western
Holdings by £5 million.

Still tougher measures were
called for by the South African
regime.

De Wet Nel, the Minister
for Bantu Administration, the
most important political organ
of the British and other mono-
polies, announced a ‘new type
of reference book’, a consoli-
dated pass book.

On the Thursday the
emergency was made general:
groups and processions were
prohibited, 34 more members
of the ANC were arrested and
the second reading of the Un-
lawful Organizations Bill was
rushed through parliament.

In terms of the Unlawful
Organizations Act the ANC

Ta e

and PAC were banned. The
neo-liberal weekly ‘New Age’
was banned, as well as the pro-
Unity  Movement weekly,
‘Torch’.

In the following six weeks,
up to May 16, more than
16,000 people were arrested.
Erasmus declared that penal-

ties for ‘agitators’ would be
increased ten-fold.
On April 1 a further 31

districts were covered by the
emergency and 40 army auxi-
liary units and 18 commando
volunteer units (fascist-type
vigilantes) were ordered to
stand by for mobilization. The
previous day Soames, British

War Minister, told the House
of Commons that Britain had
not sent Saracens to South
Africa ‘during the last three
years’. What Britain had sent
was, however, sufficient for
its South African hirelings.

Despite these measures non-
European resistance continued,
especially at Nyanga. At the

Oliver Tambo of the ANC :
Escaped to Bechuanaland.

barrier to this location, the
police shot and killed a baby
held by its mother. In Durban
the police shot three Africans.
At Hermanus, a seaside resort
for British millionaires, batons
were drawn by the police in
attacks on resisters.

On April 4 the ‘day of the
lash’ dawned in Cape Town,
when police attacked Africans
at will in the streets of Pine-
lands, Cape Town, Claremont
and Woodstock in a ‘punitive
expedition’. The police opened
fire on a crgwd in Nyanga and
ran amok among Africans in
the streets of the ‘100 per cent
British’ city of Durban, Natal.

On April 7 a dawn raid on
Nyanga, which the press
called ‘the last pocket of resis-
tance’ caused the arrest of
1,525 and the detention of
162.

On April 6 the passes were
officially re-introduced and
300 were arrested in dawn
raids in Natal and elsewhere.
Two days later, in an atmos-
phere of crisis and fear among

A

Verwoerd

the ‘Herrenvolk’,
was shot in the face in an un-

successful  assassination at-
tempt by a British liberal and
wealthy farmer of the Wit-
watersrand Agricultural So-
ciety’s Cattle Committee (at
his trial he pleaded insanity
and, after commitment, took
his life).

Terror

The assassination attempt
intensified the reign of terror
against the non-Europeans.

On April 19, 200 were
arrested during an abortive,
belated and adventurist ‘one-
week strike’ called by the
banned ANC. By this time
banned persons like Dr Dadoo
had arrived in London ' via
Nairobi, and Oliver Tambo, of
the ANC, had reached Bechu-
analand.

This was a continuation of
the escape abroad of politic-
ally-active opponents of the
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ments, to ban them, to de-
capitate them. And where laws
failed, the police and military
were called in to close every
loophole through which the
mass movement for democracy
and land could make its way.

The Sharpeville, massacre
was the forcible closing of
such a loophole.

It was part of the back-to-
the-wall struggle for survival
of the ‘Herrenvolk®.

The fact that still more laws
have been passed since Sharpe-
ville is an indication that the
massacre and subsequent reign
of terror failed in its purpose
—namely to destroy the liber-
atory movement.

Ferocity
The actual events them-
selves revealed the ferocity

with which the regime tried
to carry out these defensive
measures. This ferocity was a
measure of the desperate sit-
uation of a class in the closing
throes of its struggle for
survival.

Whether the  Sharpeville
attack was planned or due to
trigger-happy police is irrele-
vant; it was part of the overall
plan to crush the political
movement of the oppressed.
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The blow was struck on
Monday 21, 1960, when an
officially estimated crowd of
2,000 African inhabitants of
the segregated location town
of Sharpeville gathered to pro-
test against the pass laws.

(These laws were .introduced
into South Africa by the
British Governors Caledon and
Cradock in the early 19th
century and were intensified
by the British imperialists

Cecil Rhodes and Theophilis
Shepstone in the second half
of the same century.)

This  particular anti-pass
campaign had been organized
by the Pan African Congress
(PAC), a body which had
arisen out of the African
National Congress (ANC) at a
time (1958) when the ANC’s
adventurist one-day strikes,
days of mourning, pass burn-
ing and similar campaigns had
progressively failed to rally
mass support.

In 1958 workers turned
their backs on a one-day strike
called by the ANC.

In consequence of this
position the ANC had lost
much- of its power to bargain
with the ‘Herrenvolk’ for
apartheid concessions for its
aspirant small, middle-class
nationalist leaders and sup-
porters.

The PAC was simply a
much bolder, more openly
nationalist continuation of the
reformist and collaborationist

ANC.

Its first mass action was
fully in line with ANC tradi-
tion: the pass-burning cam-
paign utterly divorced from

the central political struggle
of the full franchise and,
moreover, with an anti-

communist slant that intrigued
certain liberal elements who,
early on, began to direct
PAC's activities.

These ‘white’ liberals were
to play an important part in
the march from Langa, near
Cape Town, and in the sub-
sequent ‘mopping-up opera-
tions’ carried out by the
‘Herrenvolk’ after the dust
had settled.

The fact that the PAC was
openly anti-‘white’ meant no
more than that it was the more
subservient to ‘white’ in-
terests, for it was long known
in South Africa that the anti-
‘whites’” among the aspirant
middle class were, by their
own definition, pro-apartheid
(like all Black Power move-

ments), and hence easy agen-
cies of the ‘whites’ who con-
trolled the apartheid system.
This was, as yet, not known
to the oppressed people, so
often betrayed by the ANC.
The PAC appeared as a new,
more militant leadership to
whom sections of the oppressed
responded, whilst the majority
simply responded to the anti-
pass call as a reaction to their
intensified oppression, or out

of hope that a new leadership
was coming forward.

They were to be as bitterly
disillusioned by the PAC as
they had been previously by
the ANC—only this time they
learned the lesson in a very
much shorter time.

So much shorter that, by
1970, the PAC is at an even
lower ebb in South Africa
than the ANC had been when
the PAC arose out of its ruins.

THE ORIGINAL 2,000
gathered at Sharpeville
for an anti-pass demon-
stration was reported by
the government later to
have grown to 20,000.
All were unarmed.

The demonstration was a
peaceful one, partly because
the demonstrators were not
armed, and partly because
Sobukwe, PAC leader, had
issued clear directives for a
Gandhi-ist, non-violent, pass-
ive  resistance  campaign,
along traditional ANC re-
formist lines. .

The police at the meeting
received steady reinforce-

ments. .
Some of those present claim

The peaceful

demonstration at
Sharpeville just
before the
shooting : Passive
resistance
organized along
traditional ANC
reformist lines.

that some of the (unarmed)
African police suddenly warned
the crowd that the ‘white’
police were about to fire. The
police opened fire without
warning.

Official figures of the num-
ber killed rose rapidly from 56
to 71, with 182 officially listed
as wounded.

On the same ‘Bloody Mon-
day’ a PAC prayer meeting—
for this was the sort of ‘mili-
tant’ campaign the ‘new’
leaders were waging—was held
at Langa, near Cape Town.
The meeting was reportedly
given three minutes to dis-
perse.

The police charged with sten
guns before the expiry of the
time limit.

That night the police terror-
ized Langa, Windermere and

Nyanga, non-European loca-
tions in  ‘liberal’, British-
dominated Cape Town. The

police used spotter helicopters
and British Saracens, hunting
down refugees in the small
forests and sand-stretches of
the Cape Flats in outer Cape
Town.

In the midst of this police
terror the leader of the openly
pro-British ‘opposition” United
Party, Sir de Villiers Graaff,
joined Verwoerd, the Prime
Minister, in a vote of thanks
to the police, praising them
for their ‘restraint’.

On Tuesday (March 22) the
workers of Langa, virtually
surrounded by the police,
staged a ‘stay-at-home’ strike.

"Police and military units in-
vaded the compound bachelor
quarters for men forcibly

Cecil Rhodes : intensified the
pass laws.

separated from their families
in the Transkei, some 600
miles away, in order to be
cheap labour for the mainly
British businesses of Cape
Town.

The police and army raked
the bachelor quarters with
rifle fire and tried to drive the
workers into special work-
trains with pick-handles, rifle-
butts and knobkerries.

Machine - gunners  pursued
fleeing workers through the
scrub around the location. In
self-defence, the Nyanga wor-
kers threw up road-blocks.

At Langa the Native Affairs
Department Administrative and
Labour Bureau offices were
fired by the strikers. At nearby
Retreat a Native Affairs De-
partment ‘transit labour camp’
office and government store
were likewise fired by workers.
At Nyanga workers barricaded
themselves in as the ‘stay-at-
home’ strike spread.

Resistance

Although the workers’ re-
sistance to the police reign of
terroer had, in fact, not yet
reached its maximum effort,
the London, New York and
other Stock Exchanges pan-
icked.

In the week following
‘Bloody Monday’, 84 gold
mining shares on the London
Exchange dropped £600 million
in value. British imperialism’s
main money market sent out a
call to Verwoerd for urgent
action.

The Nationalist Party gov-
ernment hastened to reassure
the British monopoly capitalist
interests on which it rested.

In particular the workers’
attacks on the Native Affairs
Department, the vast ‘state
within a state’ which was tied
to British capital, shook mono-
poly capital severely. Its ser-
vant, the South African gov-
ernment, was not slow to act.

What it did was a direct
result of the financial pressure
of British capital in particular.

British imperialism was not
only ultimately but also im-
mediately responsible for the
murderous onslaught upon the
non-European working class

by Verwoerd and company.

The Sharpeville, Langa,
Nyanga, Retreat and other
atrocities were very much in-
deed the doing of British im-
perialism and, as such, are
very much indeed a matter of
deep concern for the British
working class itself.
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regime and the beginning of a
mass exodus of leading
political anti-apartheid figures.

By May 6 the government
announced that 1,600 were
detained for political reasons
in the various jails and con-
centration camps.

The reign of terror drew
the liberals in its wake. They
tried to ‘soften up’ the resis-
tance of the people at Nyanga,
Windermere, Retreat/and else-
where with soup, blankets
and other forms of political
charity. They made every
attempt to  persuade the
regime to ‘gain the confidence’
of the Africans (‘Pan Africanist
Venture in Retrospect’ Sep-
tember 1960, Queenstown.)

They called for minor con-
cessions, while leaving the
entire structure of South
African society intact.

Thus H. F. Oppenheimer,
the ‘financial king of Africa’,
(with vast interests in South
Africa, Zambia, etc.) called
for concessions to ‘intelligent
and educated Africans’ (‘Cape
Times’, June 2, 1960.)

The ‘Cape Times’ newspaper
endorsed Oppenheimer’s call
for concessions to what it had
previously called ‘a socially
ambitious middle class’ (Jan-
ary 29, 1959), recognizing full
well the basic character of the
PAC and ANC leadership.

The pro-Nationalist Party

South African Bureau of Race
Relations called for ‘a more
realistic approach’. A Bloem-
fontein professor said that
‘highly-qualified” Africans
‘should be exempted from the
many pin-pricks {!] to which
the average non-white is sub-
jected’. (‘Cape Times’, May 23,
1960.) )

‘Change’

The chairman of the General
Mining and Finance Corpora-
tion called for ‘a change of
policy’ (‘Capé Argus’, June 21,
1960), as did the Federated
Chamber of Industries of
Cape Town, the Cape Town
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries and the South
African Association of Cham-

bers of Commerce, all of
which had always worked
apartheid and intended no

basic change in the system
which buttered their bread.

The Anglican Church held
out its hand once more to the
Dutch Reformed Church.

The Bishop in Cape Town,
Joost de Blank said he would
co-operate with the Dutch
Reformed Church as long as it
recognized ‘that all men are
equal in .the eyes of God’
(‘Daily Telegraph’, London,
April 18, 1960.)

Verwoerd, of course was
not God, as de Blank, another
Anglican . angel of the Anti-
Apartheid Committee, knew
full well.

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury appealed to the South
African government :.

‘If only they could do some-
thing, however small, to
relieve the consciences of their
friends inside South Africa,
and outside it in many coun-
tries, they 'would open the
way towards reconciliation
which seems at’ present totally
blocked.” (Geoffrey Fisher,
May 10, 1960.)

But the liberal enemies of
the non-European oppressed
were asking the government
to concede ‘too much too
soon’ and the oppressed to
accept ‘too little too late’,
especially after everything that
had led to the massacre at
Sharpeville and its grim after-
math.

An

Afrikaans  professor,

‘P. V. P. Pistorius, had put the

insoluble dilemma of the South
African ruling class more
bluntly and directly some time
before Sharpeville, when he
had warned the government
that unless there were ‘con-
trolled outlets’ (for the non-
European aspirant middle
class), ‘the hermetically sealed
boiler must eventually
explode’. (‘Torch’, December
15, 1959.)

The Sharpeville - struggle
showed that ‘outlet’ or not,
the boiler will explode and
that this ‘explosion’ will be
none other than a social revo-
lution against both Boer and
Liberal apartheid, led by the
non-European working class.

olper-

exploitation

THE CLASS struggle in
Africa is a matter of life
and death. The death rate
is high and the average
expectancy of life low.

United Nations Demogra-
phic Statistical Year Books
show that the life-span of 99
per cent of Africans is below
35 almost everywhere, as
low as 27 in some countries.

The 1964 Tanzanian Five-
Year Plan had as one of its
objectives the raising of the
average age of death from 35
in 1964 to 50 by 1980.

This objective has had as
little success as the twin aim
of raising average income per

head from £24 to about £40 (!)
by 1980.

A third of African babies .

die before they are a year old.
Adults die so young that
one half of the population, in
almost every country in
Africa, consists of children.
The population of working
age, where child-labour is not
used, as it often is, is usually
taken by UN, International
Bank for Development, °‘Aid’

low wages and
garly oeath

Programmes and so on to be
about 50 per cent of the total
population.

This is one ‘economic’
measure of the high mortality

‘rate and short life-span of
" Africans in Africa.

Not everyone in Africa is an
‘African’, according to the
colonialist - induced racial
classifications used and adopted
still by most ‘independent’
states.

Apart from the ‘Asians’,
most of whom are poor, there
are nearly five million so-called
‘whites’ or ‘Europeans’ in
Africa.

*

They are mostly in South
Africa, but there are also con-
siderable numbers in Rhodesia,
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania,
Ethiopia, West 'Africa and, des-
pite the Algerian war of in-
dependence of the 1950s, also
in North Africa.

For them the statistics are
as different from those for
‘Africans’ as those of Europe
and the USA differ from the
figures for Africa (and Asia
and ‘Latin’ America).

The average life-span of a
‘European’ in Africa is not

" different from that in Britain,

western Europe or the United
States — about 70 years, or
double the life-span of the
Africans.

The average yearly income of
a ‘European’ in South Africa,
Rhodesia and East Africa
(Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania)
is about £500, according to
United States Statistical Year
Books. This is from 50 to 20
times higher than an African’s
average annual income.

The Tanzanian figure quoted
is abysmally low, compared
with average incomes in
Europe, the USA, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, etc.,
and of ‘Europeans’ in Africa.

But even this figure is de-
ceptive, because it includes the
income of ‘Europeans’ in
Tanzania.

In fact the income of the
British ‘settler’ still in Tan-
zania, of British, South African,
Italian, US, and West German
companies, is some 40 per cent
of the total national income
(in the order of £300 million).

The ‘Africans’ outnumber
the ‘Europeans’ by 500 to one
(over ten million compared
with some 20,000 ‘whites’), but
earn only about 60 per cent of
the national income.

The average ‘European’ capi-
talist and ‘worker’ takes a

share of the national wealth

which reduces the average
actual ‘African’ annual income
to £15. And this income is
typical of nearly all Africa.

This income includes both
monetary and subsistence in-
comes. It is an indication of
the sub-wages and super-ex-
ploitation of the African
workers and peasants.

The high income of the
‘Europeans’ is an indication of
the same thing.

The one rests on the other.
Wages and profits are inversely
related to each other generally.

Africa is no exception; in-
deed it is, if anything, a stan-
dard rule.

The national per capita in-
come is one of the vital
statistics which find expression
in other so-called vital statis-
tics, chief of which is the
death-rate and life-span,

The short life-span of Afri-
cans, in their vast majority is
a grim result of their low, sub-
starvation wages.

But why are wages low, why,

African miners must wait as

printed in order to work

in particular, as low as-is com-
mon in Africa?

Is it due to lower produc-
tivity ?

The answer to this question,
which is so often given in the
affirmative by bourgeois and
‘socialist’  economists, has
many times been given by anti-
imperialist Marxists.’

A study of Chilean and
United States copper miners’
wages, for example, showed,
in the 1950s, that the produc-
tivity was the same in the
mines of both countries, but
that US workers earned some
12 times more than the ‘Latin’
American workers.

At the same time, because
of this, profits were incom-
parably higher in Chile than
in the USA.

Similar studies have been
made, for some time, by anti-
apartheid and anti-imperialist
(not a wusual combination)
economists for the coal mines
of South Africa.

These mines are not less
modern, to say the least, than
the coal mines in Britain.

The output per African
miner is higher than that of
the British miner, in fact.

But the former’s wages is a
twelfth of the wage of his
fellow-worker in Britain.

Here is a case where higher
productivity goes together with
lower wages and lower produc-

babies before they are a year old.

long
in white areas

Starvation wages in Africa cause the deaths of one in three African

as two days to be finger
in South Africa.

tivity with higher wages.

Needless to say, as the
National Coal Board in Britain
knows well enough, profits are
much higher in the Transvaal
and Natal than in the British
coalfields.

In the major case of gold-
mining, productivity could
scarcely be higher than it is in
South Africa.

Yet the 400,000 African
miners earn in wages, food and
‘accommodation’ (in virtual
concentration camps) a twelfth
of that earned by gold miners
in the advanced -capitalist
countries, quite apart from and
in addition to their Nazi-type
regimentation and lack of free-
dom and rights under apart-
heid.

The story of productivity
related to wages can be taken
further, from mining to the
giant plantations which cover
much of the economy of
Africa producing coffee, tea,
cotton, sisal, cocoa and other
raw material crops from the
land.

The answer given by these
and a mass of correlated facts
is always the same: the cause
of sub-wages in Africa is not
low productivity.

The cause, as we shall re-
peatedly see, is super-exploita-
tion. And the basis of this lies
in the property relations in
Africa.
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As Unemployment Jumps To 8.8%
Quebec Workers Face New Attacks

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
MONTREAL—Quebec workers received a preview of the harsh
winter months facing them last week as the release of official
government statistics on unemployment provoked a storm of

reaction from all segments of Canadian society.

The statistics revealed the grim situ-
ation that existed in December all across
Canada. In Quebec the unemployment rate
for the non-agricultural labor force was
8.8%, the highest rate for the month of
December for any year with the excep-
tion of two years since 1950. The pre-
vious highs were in 1958 when the rate
was 8.9% and in 1960 when the rate was

Rail Workers
Prepare Strike
In Canada

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

MONTREAL, P.Q.—Railway workers
here are preparing to strike. There have
only been two strikes in the history of the
railway union’s struggles. Each time the
government has intervened.

Over 55,000 non-operating employees a-
long with the 10,000 other shopcraft em-
ployees, the 14,000 conducters, trainmen
and switchmen, the 4,300 engineers and
2,500 firemen are holding out for a 25
percent wage increase over 2 years.

Last December the wage claim of the
12,000 car men, members of the shop-
craft employees union was settled. Their
original demand for a 17 percent increase
over one year was sold out by the union
leaders who settled for a 15 percent in-
crease over two years, withextraraises
for specially skilled workers. This con-
tract was accepted by the union’s elected
representatives. The rank and file do not
vote on contracts.

Another big question which did not affect
the car men but which affects the less
skilled members of the non-operating
union, is that of job security. The other
important issue is pensions.

EQUAL

The workers are demanding equal re-
presentation on the railway’s pension and
administration board with a view to raising
pension benefits.

The last major point which is being fought
by the bosses is that of sick leave. Wor-
kers are demanding 18 days of cumulative
paid sick leave. The company negotiator
has already stated that there is no way the
bosses will give in on this question.

The rank and filers are becoming very
militant and the unionleadersare moreand
more edgy. The sellout of the car men’s
union has put them in a difficult position.
If the non-ops contract gets a larger in-
crease than that of the car men, then the
union bureaucrats will be faced with a
wildcat strike. Since the rank and file
of the non-ops have no intention of being
stuck with the car men’s settlement,
a strike appears inevitable.

FIRM

The union leaders suchas Richard Smith,
chief negotiator for the non-ops, have as-
sured rank and file workers that in no
way will they settle for as little as the
car men got. The only way the union bu-
reaucrats are going to get out of this one
is if the government intervenes. Then they
can go back to the rank and file with the
excuse for the sellout.

Rank and file must stand firm in all
of their demands. They must beware of
sellouts by the union bureaucrats and they
must also fight against any government
intervention.

MUST READING!
Leon Trotsky Onm

Labor Party
20¢

Labor Publications, Inc. 6th Floor,
135 W. 14th St., New York, N.Y.100%1

9.9%.

The unemployment rate for youths (14-
19 years of age) was around 15% for the
month of December, 1970. It must be re-
membered of course that December is a
relatively good month in any given year
and that seasonally high unemployment
rates are reached generally in February
or March when the unemployment rate
is on the average 2-3% higher than in
December.

This means that the overall unemploy-
ment rate in Quebec can be expected to
reach at least 11-12% before this year’s
winter is over.

PLEA

Official government circleshavetried to
play down these statistics. The Dominion
Bureau of Statistics (DBS) commented that
these were normal winter increases in
unemployment. The Trudeau government
is now seeking to hide the fact that it has
been trying for the past two years to in-
crease unemployment in its attempt to
fight inflation.

Finance Minister Benson emphasized
various government programs designed to
increase employment, without mentioning
that these programs are directed at regions
in Canada were the unemployment rates are
chronically around 20% or more. Quebec
Labor Minister Mr. Cournoyer could offer
nothing but a plea to the Federal Govern-
‘ment to do something to ameliorate a situ-
ation that was encouraging ‘‘revolution’’

Pierette Fournier (left)

is a founder of a center for unemployed in Sherbrooke.

R

Unemployment is soaring as government launches new attacks on working class.

and ‘‘those who advncate a violent over-
throw of established government.”’

Parliament is ‘‘c 2bating’’ we crisis this
week but the Fede 'al Government’s posi-
tion is clear. Nothing new is being done.
Benson said the government could not af-
ford to spend more right now and that the
country must be patient because it will
take some time before existing policies
take effect. He of course was referring to
government employment policies. How-
ever, the major policy over the past two
years has been one of encouraging unem-
ployment. Must we then wait until this po-
licy takes effect and pushes unemployment
even higher?

Even while the government tries to play
down the effects of its policies, Air Canada,
a government Crown Corporation, an-
nounced it was laying off 450 employees be-
cause of financial restraints. There is no
way the government can hide the mounting
crisis in the Canadian economy.

Now more than ever in Quebec the poli-
tical nature of working classoppressionis
evident.  The economic crisis comes at a
time when the government is hurrying to
try Quebec labor leader M. Chartrand for
alleged sedition and membership in the
F.L.Q. The coming months should see a
marked radicalization and increasing mili-
tancy of the Quebec working class.

Minneapolis Strike Leader Speaks Out On Railroads

The following is aninterview
with Minneapolis railroad
leader Orrie Norton, by Bul-
letin reporter B. Wills.

During the brief national strike of rail-
road workers, the one broken by the Nixon
administration and Congress on December
10, 1970, Norton was called out of re-
tirement by his local and made chairman
of its strike committee.

BULLETIN: You no doubt saw the Jan-
uary 14 AP dispatch in the Minneapolis
Tribune concerning the proposal by the
United Transportation Union (UTU) that
the railroads be nationalized ‘‘if current
labor disputes are not settled by March
1.”” Charles Luna, president of the UTU,
reported the unanimous determination of
60 UTU leaders meeting in Cleveland
to urge Congress to nationalize the rail-
roads if the ‘‘federal courts and Con-
gress continue to deprive railroad em-
ployees of their right to exercise their
economic strength.”’

NORTON: First your readers should
know that the UTU with 280,000 members
is the largest railroad union in the nation.
Dissatisfaction of the men with their
lousy conditions and wages forced a mer-
ger in 1969-70 of four previously indepen-
dent rail unions into the UTU: my own
union, the Brotherhood of Railway Train-
men and Enginemen, the Order of Railway
Conductors and the Brakemen’s union.
Secondly there is right now an unbeliev-
able tension and anger among the entire
rank and file throughout the country.
Their rage is directed against the sellout
and do-nothing policies of the national
leadership of the UTU.

BULLETIN: Could you give any exam-
ples of what you mean by the ‘‘donothing’’
policies of the leadership?

NORTON: The list is much too long"

to enumerate. Here are just a few things
the bureaucrats do nothing about. Under
the terms of the National Railway Labor
Act passed by Congress in 1924, we have
not been and still are not free men.
This slave labor legislation, amended a
few times since, was adopted to cripple
the strength of the railway employees,
who by their power during the national
strike of car men in 1922 had frightened
the American capitalists out of their
wits.

This law has so weakened the unions
that it takes seven years just to get an
ordinary grievance on the docket at the
Railway Labor Board in

Chicago. In

other words, grievance procedure is a
joke. Here is another example of the
anti-labor nature of the Railway Act.
The engine men don’t enjoy an 8-hour
day, as does the rest of the working
class. They have to put in eight and
one half hours each day at straight time.

But it is even worse for the road
men, like the conductors and brakemen.
Their overtime does not begin until they
have put in ten hours a day. This kind
of blatant inequality is reinforced by a
situation that makes it all but impossible
for us to strike, as you know from Dec-
ember 10th.

BULLETIN: It is obvious that the em-
ployers have in the Railway Act a living
model for paralyzing the rest of the
trade union movement in the United States
if they are successful in getting anti-
labor legislation through Congress this
year.

NORTON: Right. You know because we
were not allowed to strike when our con-
tracts terminated in September, 1969,
negotiations for a new contract between
the UTU and the carriers dragged on for
over an entire year. During that time
the companies were arrogant in their re-
fusal to make us even a living wage
offer. They knew the government was
behind them.

Besides their indifference to the ef-
fects of the sky-rocketing inflation that
has made the skilled railway workers
among the most impoverished wage
earners in this nation, the carriers con-
tinue to spread their lies about ‘‘feather-
bedding’’ and are ruthlessly throwing new
thousands on the unemployed scrapheap
each year.

When over 14 months of negotiations
for a new contract had finally passed and
the employers were presumably free to
strike under the terms of the Railway
Act, Nixon and his corporation-controlled
Congress immediately invoked naked class
legislation and forced us all back to work.

BULLETIN: Were the men willing to
defy the capitalists’ representatives in
Washington?

NORTON: That is just the point of the
anger of the rank and file against the
treacherous leadership of the UTU. De-
spite the overwhelming confidence in their
strength and the grim determination of
the railway men to have it out with
the White House and the rail bosses,
Luna simply caved in, ignored the tem-
per of the men and ordered them to
obey Congress. The next day C.L.
Dennis, President of the Brotherhood of
Railway Clerks (BRAC), in face of the

hundreds of telegrams by his rank and
file urging him to hold firm, also betray-
ed his men too by demanding that they
return to their jobs.

BULLETIN: Do you think then that
the angry mood of the ranks has com-
pelled the UTU leadership to propose
nationalization?

NORTON: Well, the men have seen
that the teamsters by holding tough were
able to win a $1.65 an hour increase.
They also saw that the militant airline
clerks in BRAC by a wonderful display
of solidarity in their bitter five months’
strike against Northwest Airlines suc-
cessfully defied the repeated efforts of
Dennis to sabotage their struggle and
finally prevented this same bureaucrat,
who double-crossed the railway clerks on
December 10th, from shoving a rotten
contract down their throats.

These actions have only bouyed up the
spirit of the men in the rail yards. Dis-
satisfaction with their national chiefs is so
rampant that for safety’s sake don’t men-
tion Luna’s name to the guys without
first making clear that you don’t speak
as any supporter of his.

BULLETIN: What do you think of Luna’s
nationalization proposal?

NORTON: I haven’t seen the proposal
itself yet. 1 agree with the demand for
nationalization, but you can be sure that
Luna and his piecards, even if they are
sincere, do not intend to nationalize the
carriers without compensation nor will
they demand workers’ control of the rail-
way industry.

Their plan probably calls for full com-
pensation including paying premiums and
inflated prices for obsolete or worn-out
equipment and poor right-of-ways. Over
the years the railroad magnates have
sucked the profits made out of the under-
paid men and instead of keeping the
equipment in good repair or purchasing
new ones, have invested the capital in
other more lucrative fields. This way
they can show a loss on their books. It’s
an old-time trick that fools none of the men
in the industry.

BULLETIN: You have joined the growing
list of trade unionists that see the attack
on Juan Farinas as a blow really aimed
at the union movement itself.

NORTON: Of course I support his de-
fense. I do so in the same spirit and
with the same determination that the
following slogan used to appear on the
masthead of the Northwest Organizer, the
weekly newspaper of the Minneapolis
Teamsters’ Local 544 in the 1930s: ‘“‘An
injury to one is an injury to all.”’



Page 10

BULLETIN

February |, 1971

Striking teiephone workers plcket in New York City. The CWA now faces a million ’
dollar fine. The union bureaucrats ended the strike, and will ask a

"’reduction’’ in fine.

NEW YORK, Jan. 25—Today striking members of Communi-

cation Workers of America, Local 1101,
returned to work. The militant

strike here two weeks ago,

who began a wildcat

ranks went back only because of the tremendous pressure from
the company, the government and their union leadership.

The International through its presi-
dent Joseph Beirne, and its vice presi-
dent, Morton Bahr, have continually and

consciously sought to sabotage this strike.-

Together with the leadership of Local
1101 they have forced a settlement which
can only open the door to the destruction
of the union.

The strike, which involved all 27 New
York State CWA locals and almost 50,000
members, centered around the company’s

preferential treatment of 600 out-of-town
CWA repairmen brought in to augment the
New York City repairmen. Local 110l mem-
bers demanded overtime equal to that
given the out-of-town repairmen, that
the out-of-towners be sent home and that
1101 members be upgraded for these re-
pair jobs. The company refused to comply.

The international made the original
agreement with the New York Telephone
Company to bring the repairmen in. After
closed room talks with company president

To Drive Radicals Off Campus

BY BOB JOHNSON
MINNEAPOLIS—The Uni-
versity of Minnesota adminis-
tration has launched a cam-
paign to drive student pro-
testors off the campus. At the
same time, right-wing forces

Detroit Rubber Workers
Protest Local Settlement

DETROIT—Local 101 of the United Rub-
ber Workers at UniRoyal here voted on
January 17 to return to work after a ten day
strike. After the vote, many workers
expressed dissatisfaction with the manner
in which the leadership had conducted the
strike.

The strike was over local issues. The
national agreement was ratified in August.

The timing of the strike was inopportune
from the workers’ point of view. January
and February are traditionally months
when there is a slowdown in.the rubber
industry and workers are laid off.

Despite this, the workers struck over
parking facilities, off-standard jobs
(causing loss of pay under piecework), and
other inequities. UniRoyal utilized an im-
mense overstock of tires to make the wor-
kers accept a bad agreement.

At the strike vote meeting, January 10,
many workers said that the unionleader-
ship had not been negotiating with the com-
pany seriously over local questions since
the ratification of the national agreement in
August. The leadership allowed manage-
ment to drag the local questions into the
layoff period. When the leadership was
asked in the meeting why this was allowed
to happen, they had no explanation.

PROTEST

At numerous points in the meeting, and
in discussions with the workers, there was
noted protest against the leadership’s
maneuvering. One young worker said:
‘“‘Some people think there is a kick back
between management and local officials.
The president had a way with words. You
listen closely to what he is saying whenhe
has to get down toissues, andhe is running
around in circles. What the workers really
need is young people in the leadership.
Now, I’m going to run for committeeman.
If I were to get to be secretary, and I
were for the workers, they would rail-
road me out of there somehow.”’

on campus are seeking to mo-
bilize support.

On January 4, ten youth were arrested
during a demonstration sponsored by SDS
to protest the recent university parking
lot increases. Six others were arrested
later. Their trial on charges of dis-
turbing the peace has just begun in Hen-
nepin County Municipal Court.

The university has made it clear that
they want these youth prosecuted fully and
that they intend to use the incident todrive
SDS off the campus. The vicious sentences
being meted out to the Minnesota 8 in St.
Paul shows that Nixon and his courts mean
business.

It is no accident that at the sametime
three right-wing groups on campus, Minne-
sota Majority, the Conservative Baptist
Student Union and Young Americans for
Freedom, are organizing a petition cam-
paign to recall Rick Macpherson, presi-
dent of the Minnesota Student Association.
Macpherson recently traveled to North
Vietnam as one of sixteen American rep-
resentatives in an NSA sponsored trip to
draw up a ‘‘peace treaty’’ for ending the
war.

This campaign is aimed at pulling to-
gether and inspiring all the reactionary
scum on campus. In a leaflet circulated by
the YAF they assert: ‘“We feel strongly
that if our campus adminstrators do not
or cannot maintain order, that responsible
students and organizations will be forced
to come together toact in their own defense.
If this proves necessary in individual si-
tuations, we support student action re-
quired to force our administrators to main-
tain order...”’

What precisely they mean by this is
being shown by the vandalism directed
against socialists by fascist thugs at
Stony Brook campus on Long Island.

SDS ‘is trying to run away from facing
up to the implications of the arrests,
just as it has backed away from the de-
fense of Juan Farinas.

The ‘‘recall Macpherson’’ campaign at
the U. of M. is a clear warning as much
as the attacks on SDS. If the Administra-
tion succeeds with its attack on SDS, no
left-wing organization on campus will be
safe from attack.

We must go on the offensive against
these attacks and expose and smash such
groups as YAF. It is necessary to build
a united political defense campaign of all
the victims of repression. It is with this
understanding that the Juan Farinas De-
fense Committee is building for its rally
January 29 in Minneapolis.

Ellinghaus, it has called off the statewide
strike and agreed to put the whole matter
into binding arbitration. They hope that the
arbitration will result in a reduction of the
staggering fines.

The fines were first imposed Januaryll,
the first day of the strike, by Federal Dis-
trict Court Judge John Cannella on Local
1101, on Howard Banker, president of the
local, and the international. They were
imposed for contempt of a court order
of last June prohibiting job actions against
“the company. ’

The fines escalated—doubling each day,
at first, then increasing by $100,000 for
each day of the strike. The fines now total
over one and a half million dollars, payable
as damages to the New York Telephone
Company.

BLACKMAIL
The company has begun collecting by
putting liens on union dues checkoffs and

" on all union bank accounts. This is a sum

that the company and the court know the
union can never pay. Now that the bureau-
crats have agreed to binding arbitration, it
allows the company and the court to hold
this impossible fine over the union’s head
as blackmail.

The whole CWA leadership, from Beirne
to Banker, in begging for a reduction of
the fines against the union, are saying in
effect that the bosses have the rightto fine
unions for striking. They refuse to fight
against the virtual destruction of the
unions and it is clear that this is what the
company and the government have in mind.

But it also goes further than just Local
1101. The action againstthis union lays bare
the plans the employers and the government
are making for the entire union movement.

What is at stake here istheveryexis-
tence of the labor movement and the right
to strike. But this attack on the working
class must only backfire on the capitalist
class.

IMPETUS

In 1905 in Britain the Taff Vale judgement
was enacted against the railroad unions.
Under the Combinations Laws, the railroad
unions were fined hundreds of thousands of
dollars, posing the destruction of the
growing trade union movement. It was this
direct threat that gave the British working
class the impetus for the construction of
the Labour Party as a political defense a-

C WA Seement Threatens To Destroy Union

gainst the attacks of “the capitalisis and
their government.

The 1101 strike demonstrates how in
fighting the workers, the government and
bosses work hand in hand to destroy the
unions. In fighting the working class the
capitalists are organized politically as a
class.

RIGHTS
The very defense of the basic rights and
gains won by the union movement through-
out history can only be defended and taken
forward through a political struggle,
through the fight for a labor party.

The labor movement must take up this
fight now. It must make sure that not a
single penny is paid to the New York Tele-
phone Company in the form of fines and
must prepare action unless the fines are
revoked and the union’s demands met.

AFSCME Strike Shuts Down
University Of Michigan

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

DETROIT—2700 workers of Local 1582,
AFSCME, struck the University of Michi-
gan. The workers involved are employed in
food service, janitorial and ground mainte-
nace.

The strike centers on the question of
wages. The pay scale currently runs from
$1.50 to $2.75 per hour. Janitorsatnearby -
Wayne State make a dollar an hour
more. The union is demanding a 60¢ an hour
increase over a two year period. The uni-
versity has offered 60¢ over a three year
period.

The strikers are solid in their deter-
mination. They also have widespread stu-
dent support. They are strengthened by the
fact that the University of Michigan cannot
operate without these services beyonda few
days.

The greatest danger to the strike at this
point is the union leadership. The leaders
have called off the strike and ordered the
workers back on their jobs. The leadership
has agreed to put the demands in the hands
of a state mediator. This capitulation came
with the threat of an injunction.

The ranks must now fight to maintain
their strike until their demands are met.

Nationalists Fail In Attempt To
Break Chicago Teachers Strike

Chicago teachers struck last week for

wage increase against rising inflation.

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

CHICAGO—Public school teachers went
on strike here last week for four days.
At the center of this strike was the fight
for a decent wage increase.

The cost of living has risen by 12% in
Chicago since the last teachers’ contract.
Because of militant pressure from the
ranks, a 12% wage hike was originally
included in the union’s demands.

The leadership capitulated on the ques-

tion of wages, accepting an 8% increase
the first year. It completely dropped the
health and welfare proposal as well as
the demands for smaller class size.

NATIONALISTS

Another obstacle to the success of the
strike was the separatist propaganda cam-
paign of Jesse Jackson’s ‘‘Operation
Breadbasket.’”’ In collusion with the needs
of the employers and the government,
‘““‘Operation Breadbasket’’ called on black
teachers to boycott the strike.

These reactionary black nationalists
pose a serious threat not only to this par-
ticular strike, but to the working class as
a whole. However, despite all the efforts of
the nationalists during this strike, the
overwhelming majority of black teachers
joined their fellow teachers and went on
strike.

The City College Teachers Union isalso
involved in an extremely bitter strike with
the Cook County College System. The tea-
chers went out on strike for eight days.
During this time the City College Admini-
stration refused to make any new contract -
offers. John Desmond, the president of the
union, has charged that there have been
physical attacks on several picketers. One
picketer was shoved to the ground and
kicked in the head.

All along the Administration has used
various means to try to break the strike
and ultimately the union. After eight days
the Administration, unable to otherwise
break the strike, got a court injunction.

The union agreed to go back for three
days if the City College Administration
would make a new offer. However, the Ad-
ministration had no plans to make any new
offers, they were just trying to break the
strike and the union.

The rank and file replied to this crude
maneuver by voting unanimously to go back
on strike.
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A Political Review'

Seale: From Malcolm X
To Intercommunalism

REVIEWED BY

SEIZE THE TIME: The Story of
the Black Panther Party and
Huey P. Newton. By Bobby Seale.
Vintage Books, 429 pages, $1.95.

Bobby Seale’s book, Seize The
Time: The Story of the Black
Panther Party and Huey P. New-
ton, has to be read within the
context of the latest develop-
ments in the class struggle.

The book opens with Seale’s reaction
to the assassination of Malcolm X in
1965. He describes running down the
street to his mother’s house, getting
loose bricks and breaking them in half
to throw at cop cars. ‘I thought that
was all I could' do. I was ready to die
that day.”” He vowed to make himself
into: another Malcolm X and said ‘‘if
they want to kill me, they’ll have to
kill me.”’

Seize The Time records the origins and
the formation of the Black Panther Party
in 1967 and its development up until 1969.
By 1969 in fact the ruling class was trying
to kill Seale by framing him on a murder
charge in Connecticut. Today the Panthers
are subjected to countless, vicious armed
attacks by the police all across the coun-
try, such as those in New Orleans, Phila-
delphia and Chicago. Their leaders are on
trial facing prison or death, after racist
witchhunts.

Seize The Time is a recording of these
developments which now go way beyond
Malcolm X, developments within the A-
merican working class which reflect the
breaking up of capitalism, and the prepara-
tion for massive revolutionary convulsions
in which capitalism will be overthrown.

MAINSPRING

In November of 1970 Huey P. Newton
spoke at New York City Community Col-
lege in Brooklyn before an audience of
4,000 predominantly black youth. The cen-
tral theme of his talk was the question of
dialectical materialism. A speech, re-
printed in the curren (Jan. 23) issue of The
Black Panther newspaper, given by Newton
at Boston College, again raises the question
of Marxist philosophy and dialectical mate-
rialism.

These speeches represent a serious
grappling with theoretical questions in a
way which has never before been posed on
this level from out of the American working
class.

Dialectical materialism, as Trotsky put
it, is the mainspring in the development
of a revolutionary party. That this ques-
tion should now be raised by Newton in
speech after speech requires us to study
how he has come to this question and what
it means for the development of a mass
revolutionary party to lead the working
class to socialism. Seize The Time must
be read by every revolutionary to learn
the history of the Panthers and how they
developed to the level of raising this most
central question of all.

The Black Panther Party was formed out
of a break with cultural nationalism, re-
cognizing, as Seale putit, that power comes
out of the barrel of a gun, not out of the
sleeves of a dashiki. They combined Mao,

. Malcolm X, Che and Fanon eclectically to
develop their ten point program and the
" concept of armed self defense. They sold
Mao’s ‘‘Red Book’’ at a profit to students,
using the money to buy guns to patrol the
cops and recruit other ‘‘brothers off the
block,’’ and teach the ‘‘Red Book’’ to them.

The Ten Point Program of the Black
Panther Party was described by Newton
recently as ‘‘A Ten Point Program that
is not revolutionary in itself, nor is it
_reformist. It’s a survival program.’’

«But until such time as we can achieve
that total transformation (of society) we
must exist. In order to exist, we must sur-
vive, so therefore we need a survival kit.
The Ten Point Program is a survival kit,
brothers and sisters....We must not take
our survival program as an answer to the

PAT CONNOLLY

problem. We don’t even claim it to be a
revolutionary program. Because revoluti-
ons are made of sterner stuff.’’ .

Today the Black Panther Party finds
itself under the most severe attack by the
capitalist class and its state, facing witch-
hunts, prison, and murder. Today they look
to theory as a wayof surviving. Armed self
other community programs are seen as
survival programs which cannot answer
the problem. ' :

The turn to dialectical materalism as
a philosophical weapon in the class strug-
gle, as a survival issue, is a new develop-
ment that is central. Dialectical materi-
alism is the question of the survival of the

working class, its ability to completely.

transform society. This is the most
advanced weapon of the working class. It
is the ‘‘sterner stuff’’ of which revolutions
are made. Newton recognizes this in the
October Revolution of 1917. ‘‘In 1917, an
event occurred in the Soviet Union that was
called a revolution, two classes hada con-
tradiction and the whole country was trans-
formed.’’

DEVELOPMENT
. In Seize The Time, Seale explains the
development of the Black Panther Party
from black nationalists to revolutionary
nationalists to internationalists. Newton
takes this further with the explanation of
‘‘Intercommunalism’’:

“We found that because everything is
in a constant state of transformation, and
that because of the development of techno-
logy, because of the development of the
mass media, because of the fire power of
imperialism, because the United States is
not a nation but an empire, nationhood does
not exist because they do not have the cri-
teria for nationhood.”’

In other words, all nations have been
transformed into communities, because
U.S. imperialism dominates every other
country, its institutions and economy, des-
troying national boundaries. This is ‘‘reac-
tionary intercommunalism.’’ Revoluti-
onaries seek to have no state or what New-
ton calls revalutionary intercommunalism
where national boundaries are broken
down. )

What is not seen here is precisely one
of the central contradictions of capi-
talism—that the increasing monopolization
of capitalism conflicts with the nation state,
producing danger of wars betweenimperi-
alist powers, such as the Second World
War, and the danger of a third world war.
What is also missed is the battle in each
capitalist country to drive down the stan-
dards and wages of the working class in
order to compete for profits with other
capitalist nations.

INTERCOMMUNALISM

This conception of intercommunalism is
closely linked with Mao’s theory of the city
and the country. The advanced capitalist
countries; like the U.S. are the ‘‘cities,”’
and the other countries, particularly the
colonial and underdeveloped countries, are
the ‘‘countryside.’”’ The country can stran-
gle the city, through cutting off raw mate-
rials, and through guerrilla warfare within
the underdeveloped countries.

Essentially this theory sees thepea-
santry as the revolutionary class which is
capable of overthrowing world capitalism.
It seesno role whatsoever for the organized
industrial working class. In the U.S., the
Panthers see the lumpen proletariat as
playing this role. They state that the in-
dustrial working class ‘‘does not carry
the potentialities for revolution,’’ but that
the ‘‘left wing’’ of the proletariat, the lum-
pen, carry this potentiality.

The question here is why is the working
class is the revolutionary force. Newton
points out that it is not simply a question
of who is the majority and who the minority.
He uses circular and inconsistent reason-
ing to state that the working class in
Russia was a minority which led the revo-
lution, therefore the lumpen proletariat
minority today can carry out the revolution.

But then he goes on to assert that the
lumpen will become the vast majority as
the working class is lumpenized—as vast
numbers of workers are thrown into unem-

ployment because capitalism throughthe
development of technology no longer needs
them.

LUMPEN

.He does not see the prospect of the wor-
king class fighting back against mass un-
employment and fascism, he sees millions
of workers being laid off and driven back
into the lumpen proletariat without any kind
of fight. The employing class of each coun-
try must attack its own working class to
maintain profits. It launches campaigns of
terror and repression to divide the working
class, isolate militants and politically do-
minate the working class.

Behind the theory of the lumpen as the
progressive class in the U.S. and behind
the theory of intercommunalism lies the
conception that the working class is not a
revolutionary class, that some other social
force can carry out revolutionary over-
throw.

This theory is based on impressionism
and empiricism. It sees the boom period
of capitalism and the relative quiescence
of the working class. It looks to other
forces, such as students and alienated in-
tellectuals, or the peasantry through guer-
rilla warfare or the lumpen to lead revolu-~
tion.

But the revolutionary character of the
working class is based upon its objective
relationship to the means of production,
which as the capitalist crisis deepens
makes it ‘that force which with Marxist
leadership, can overturn capitalism and
establish socialism.

This concept of intercommunalism re-
presents both the development of the Black
Panthers and the extent to which they have
not changed. While, as Seale’s book empha-
sizes, the Panthers always were critical
of the cultural nationalists and were ne-
ver ‘‘racist’’ in the sense that many of
the cultural nationalists were and are,
the Panthers were and are nationalist in
a fundamental sense.

This is expressed particularly in their
original ten point program. For instance

Point Ten states: ‘“We want land, bread,

housing, education, clothing, justice and
peace. And as our major political objec-
tive, a United Nations-supervised plebi-
cite to be held throughout the black colo-
ny in which only black colonial subjects
will be allowed to participate, for the
purpose of determining the will of black
people as to their national destiny.”’

This is a clear statement of blacks as
a nation and, as with the rest of the pro-
gram, it is aimed at blacks as blacks. In
actuality over the years the Panthershave
turned more and more to those aspects
of their outlook which emphasize class
questions, of their repression and how to
fight back against it, but in such a way as
to not break fully from this original con-

ception. So when this program is referred
to by Newton as a ‘‘survival kit’’ which is
reformist but necessary, he is revealing:
both the Panthers’ evolution beyond the
limits of these ten points as well as their
refusal to break with this outlook.

With intercommunalism they seek to
pose questions in an international class
way while at the same time maintaining
a nationalist community outlook. By sim-
ply denying the reality of nations they then
propose a relationship between ‘‘commu-
nities.’”’ But since nations and nationalism

"do in fact exist the resultreallyisto allow

nationalism in through the back door of
‘‘communalism.’’

What is it that holds a ‘‘community’’
together? Race? National background as
in the case of Puerto Ricans or Mexicans?
The concept of community denies class
differences and the primacy of class. This
means that while the popular front of blocs
with the liberal capitalists is attacked on
the top it is constantly being re-formed
from below on the community level.

STALINISM

As Bobby Seale’s book explains from the
early days the Panthers were influenced by
the ‘““Red Book.’” To some extent at the
beginning they simply sold the books to stu-
dents to raise money for guns, but they
came to read and re-read the book and
make it the basis of their political edu-
cation. But Maoism is a form of Stali-
nism and it is through Maoism that the
Panthers acquired certain Stalinist con-
ceptions which actually reinforced their
nationalism.

In the current issue of The Black Pan-
ther Eldridge Cleaver correctly attacks the
Communist Party for the whole liberal way
it is running the Angela Davis Defense
work, using Davis to obscure the Seale
Trial and its revolutionary political
meaning. In the pastNewtonhasattacked
the CP for its collaboration with Roosevelt
in the 1930’s.

These policies of the American Commu-
nist Party are the result of the capitula-
tion of that party to Stalinism. The only
alternative to Stalinism is Trotskyism
which, based on Lenin, tears to shreads the
class collaborationist policies of popular
fronts with the liberals and with bourgeois
ideology either on the top or on the grass
roots ‘‘community’’ level. We recognize
only one ‘‘community’’ that of all workers
in all countries.

The fight now is for the conscious lea-
dership of the working class, for the fight
to take the power and transform society.
This is the meaning of the fight for the
building of a mass party of the working
class based on the trade unions, breaking
the masses of workers away from the capi-
talist parties and preparing them poli-
tically for the seizure of power.
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I ntervww Unemployment,

Discontent In San Jose

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
SAN JOSE-—Last fall unemployed workers here organized a
demonstration against Nixon during the election campaign. At
this demonstration hundreds of workers, unemployed and youth,
showed their hatred of Nixon and their determination to fight
against the attacks on their living standards.

With the unemployment rate in Cali-
fornia spiralling in many localities above
the national rate of 6%, workers here in
San Jose are feeling more sharply than
ever the deepening of the economic crisis.

Such a workers is BillR., anunemployed
26 year old technician, laid off in San
Carlos and unable to find work in San
Jose. He expressed the growing local dis-
content in this interview taped recently
in San Jose.

Q. Where were you working and how long
have you been unemployed?

A. I’'ve been out of work now since the
end of July. At the time I was employed
as a digital electronics technician working
on water system projects in San Carlos,
California.

Q. Why were you laid off?

A. The company I worked for had a con-
tract with the California Water Project to
build a system to take water to Southern
California. They had greatly underbid, as-
suming that winning the bid for one pumping
station meant winning all of the available
twenty-two stations. But the state, after

the bids were in, decided that one company
would receive only the contract for one
pumping station.

They almost took a loss to get the ‘‘cost-
plus-ten,’’ and of course, the ‘‘cost-plus-
ten’’ for one pumping station did them ab-
solutely no good, so they had to cut back.
About six assembly girls and two other
technicians that I know of were laid off
along with myself. I’d say the rate of un-
employment at that particular time in
the company reached 30%.

Q. How has unemployment affectea your
living conditions?

A. Well, with the money I’d saved while
working and with my Veteran’s checks my
actual conditions did not change that much.
I’'m single, I don’t have a family or res-
ponsibilities along those lines, and I live

quite simply. But had I had a family there

would have been no way out, because being
laid off after having worked in California
for only three months, I was not eligible
for unemployment insurance unti] the next
year, because they measure these things
against the previous half year.

So that means Ihave to wait till February
¥ *gre I can draw any unemployment, when
I needed it in August of the preceding year.
The other two guys laid off with me were
able to draw unemployment insurance for
themselves, and their families, or they
would have been faced with a much more
serious problem than mine.

Q. What effect did the layoffs have on the
remaining employees?

A. The incentive to continue working was
then the fear of losing your job. Everyone
was afraid that they would be next, so they
figured if they worked a bit harder the
supervisor wouldn’t lay them off. But in
actuality the supervisor was being com-
pletely impersonal and was choosing those
workers that were costing the company the
most, the higher dollar earners.

SF Teachers Demonsirate Against Job Cuts

BY A LOCAL 400 MEMBER

SAN FRANCISCO—The begin-
ning of a new upsurge in the class
struggle started here last week.
Six hundred San Francisco tea-
chers marched in front of the
Board of Education last Thurs-
day to protest the elimination
of 46 teaching positions.

- <NO
(A

San Fracisco city workers demonstrate
against Reagan’s plans for wage slashing.

The San Francisco Chronicle reported
that ‘“The financial crisis facing San Fran-
cisco’s public schools is worse than during
the thirties.”’

The School Board faces a deficit of at
least six and one half million dollars,
which can only be made up for by additional
layoffs and the elimination of experimen-
tal programs.

Clerks in many schools are now being
asked to work reduced hours at reduced
pay. Last March teachers closed down the
schools in order not to cross the picket

. lines of other city workers. As the rest

of city workers (clerks, librarians, social
workers) again prepare to strike against
the measely 3.25% wage offer, teachers
are not only posed with solidarity with
other city workers, but with strike action
to defend their own jobs.

ALIOTO

Mayor Alioto has frozen hundreds of city
jobs by not hiring replacement workers.
Layoffs of other city workers are now
threatened. Immediately threatened are the
workers employed by the Community
Mental Health centers. Not only are there
thousands of temporary city employees who
can be laid off at will (many of these wor-
kers are temporary because civil service
has simply refused to give them an exam)
but also the s¢ called ‘‘permanent’”’ wor-
kers who have been secure in the past,
will discover that there are regulations in
the civil service rule book which permit
their layoff as well.

Bus drivers are now being blamed for the
large deficit in the Muni-bus system. With
the opening up of Bay Area Rapid Transit,
a largely automated subway system in the
near future, hundreds of bus drivers will

also be facing layoffs unless there is a
fight to defend their jobs.

DEMONSTRATION

Locals 400, 250 and 66A are calling fora
mass demonstration of city workers in
front of City Hall on February 1. At that
time the board of supervisors will be con-
sidering wage increases for city workers.
The labor bureaucracy is calling this de-
monstration in the hopes of getting a com-
promise, pressuring the politicians.

The February 1 demonstration mustbe
the opening of a campaign for a general
city workers strike with the demands for a
10% wage increase, elimination of the wage
slash new clerks were forced to take last
year; a dental and medical plan paid for
by the city; and a contract which guarantees
no layoffs.

COPS INTERROGATE YOUTH
IN SAN JOSE SCHOOLS

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
SAN JOSE—The latest vicious attack
on Black and Chicano working class youth
and their parents has surfaced here this
week.
It was learned by this reporter that for
the last several weeks San Jose police

investigators have been interrogating East’

Side elementary school children. This
interrogation has been taking place on
school grounds during class time.

The children are usually asked what
has been going on in their homes and what
their older brothers and fathers doaround
the house. i

This type of tactic recalls those used in
Nazi Germany. They must be stopped!

Q. I understand that many workers in

your field are not organized into unions.
Do you feel that if they were organized
they could better protect themselves?

A. I definitely think it could, even though
in my particular profession I find that
technicians are tremendously conservative
and wary of such moves.

But if the economic problems get worse,
I think the formation of technicians into
unions will become much more necessary.
As unemployment checks run out, these
people will have to become politically ac-
tive through unions—there’s no question
about it, I couldn’t see any other way.

Q. What do you think lies at the root of
the economic problems like unemployment
and inflation here in Santa Clara Valley
and throughout the nation?

A. I think that the particular practice
of maintaining profits no matter what the
costs seems to be crucial here. If the
employee receives an 8% raise, the com-
pany will demand a 12% profit to make up
the difference, where as the year before -
the profit rate was 8 to 10%.

Q. What do you think of the formation of
a labor party based on the trade unions
that would work to carry this fight forward
against wage and hiring freezes, strike-
breaking legislation, unemployment and so
on?

A. This could be the answer to the poli-
tical repression puton workersnow. Today
when a worker votes, itdoesn’t change any-
thing. The people who control the system
will do the same thing no matter who he
votes for. I think frustrations along these
lines along with deepening economic prob-
lems can lead the worker to a third party.
When economic motivation is the common
denominator between the third party and
the worker then he will favor it.

I used to hear jokes from the guys I
worked with about ‘‘when the depression
comes...,”” but inside they have fears which
make them intuitively aware that if a-
nother depression comes it will be much
worse because there is so much more to
fall and a longer distance to fall today than
in the 30s. :

Q. Governor Reagan has instituted exten-
sive welfare and state hiring cutbacks.
What sort of effect do you think this has on
the unemployed, aged, sick, or disabled?

A. When I thought back on the costs of
the water project and then on the extent
of the Medi-Cal program costs there was
no comparison; the project was so much
more expensive and debt-ridden and went
to benefit whom?—the large landowners
and companies in the valley. The state is
paying out more money for those kind of
people while those who are unemployed,
sick or old or disabled are bearing the
burden. To the state things like this are
settled by considering economic priorities.

New Strikes Break Out In Poland As Workers Defy New Regime

BY MELODY FARROW

Polish workers in the city of
Szezecin where a central strike
committee was formedduring
the December struggles are on
strike again. Initiated by 12,000
shipyard workers the strike has
spread to the transporation wor-

-kers and the railroad workers.

Only one month after Gomulka was forced
out of the leadership of the government by
the revolutionary action of the workers, the
new government headed by Edward Gierek
is under attack. The new strikes come
shortly after Gierek met with a delegation
of workers in Warsaw to discuss their
demands.

On January 23, on hearing the news from
Szezecin, he was forced to descend from
his bureaucratic heights in Warsaw and

flew to Szezecin to meet with party
officials. Gierek does not dare confront
the workers themselves.

From the beginning of the strikes, the
workers have relied only on their own
strength and organization. The workers’
confidence and distrust of their party
leaders has grown by leaps and bounds.

OVERTHROW
By setting up strike committees, wor-
kers’ militias, and delegations they have
begun to fight for the political overthrow

of the bureaucracy. The entire country -

is virtually posed on the verge of insur-
rection. The workers are demanding not
only higher wages, but the dismissal of
those responsible for the economic cri-
sis, freedom of the press, union leaders
representative of the workers and libera-
tion of all prisoners arrested in December.

As the Polish workers intensify. their
struggle, the Stalinist bureaucracy is mo-

ving rapidly to the right. The conciliatory
phrases and hypocritical concern for the
workers expressed after the December
strikes has simply evaporated. The
bureaucracy is now revealing its real face.

No sooner were the workers back to
work than the government pressed ahead
with higher production quotas. Premier
Piotr Jaroscewicz has told industrial ma-
nagers to begin cracking down on the
workers. The Szezecin party press
Trybuna Ludu denounced: ‘‘Anatmosphere
of anarchy and demagoguery that some
would like to create’’ and called for the
‘“‘raising of discipline and order in wor-
king establishments.”’

The real voice of the bureaucracy can
be summed up in the Gdansk party press
statement: ‘‘We must ask ourselves if
the government can continue to be threa-
tened much longer.’’ They are now pre-
paring for brutal repression of the wor-
kers.

We would like to ask the Daily World,

organ of the American Communist Party—
when will you break your silence on Po-
land? How much longer will you continue
to pretend that everything is returning to
normal?

The truth is clear. The struggle of the
Polish workers is for real power to the
working class, for socialism. You have
taken your stand with the bureaucracy

* which is more than willing to make deals

with every capitalist nation in the world
but has nothing but repression for the
Polish workers.

PARTY

Faced with the beginning of an attempt
by Gierek to crush their movement, the
Polish workers can only take their fight
forward by building a revolutionary party
based on the principles of the Fourth In-
ternational to prepare the working class
for the establishment of soviets which will
sweep the Stalinist bureaucracy into the
dustbin.



