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Hijackers Upset Sell Out
Of Revolutionary Struggle

BY TIM WOHLFORTH

The recent hijacking of four
jets and the holding of 150 pass-
engers as hostages is having
deep repercussions on the Unit-
ed States' effort to force a deal
through in the Middle Eastatthe
expense of the Arab masses.

What these actions reveal is the com-
plete inability of Nasser or Hussein to
control the. Palestinian guerrilla move-
ment. This inability stems, not so much
from the relatively weak military strength
of these groups, or simply their popular-
ity among the exiled Palestinians, At
the heart of the problem for the United
States, ‘the bourgeois nationalist regimes,
and the Soviet Union is the massive
revolitionary movement of the Arab work-
ers and peasants whichis sweeping through
the Middle East like wildfire. The bour-

" geois regimes teeter from day to day,
seeking to ride out the storm with the
- help of their friends in the Kremlin
- .and the White House.
Israel’s big campaign about purported
truce. violations: by.the Egyptidns has now
. been taken up by the United States pre-
- cisely because the United States ques-
‘tions Nasser’s abpility to control the Arab
“masses, not because of any serious worry
over the-issue itself, of the exact place-
ment ‘of the missiles. Faced with this

revolutionary movement the rightist mili-
_tary forces within Israel itself grow from

day to day, preparing above all to utilize
their military campaigns as an excuse to
destroy the powerful Israeli trade union
movement.

Some Arab regimes, like the Iraqxs
and Syrians seek to ride out the storm
by supporting the guerrillas in words
while they do business each day with
the oil cartels of the imperialists. ‘The

‘real character of these regimes can be

seen from the accompanying report from
an Iraqi militant.

- STALINISM

The American Communist Party has
openly endorsed the betrayal of Nasser,
Nixon and Breshnev. In the September
9 issue of the Daily World they bury the
report of the hijackings in an article
entitled ‘‘UAR hits Israeli alibi for halt-
ing talks,’’ referring to the hijacking
groups-as the ‘‘so-called’’ Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine. _

The Workers League and the Inter-
national Committee of the Fourth Interna-
tional stand for the self-determjnation of
the Arab peoples which means the right
of the Palestinians to their lands seized
by the Israelis. We oppose Israel as an

. exclusively Jewish state and fight for a '~
socialist Middle East in which all peoples

can live without fear or exploitation.
Such a program requires the construction
of a section of the Fourth International
in the Middle East in an uncompromising
struggle against bourgeois nationalism,
Zionism and Stalinism, all of which serve
imperialism in. one or another fashion.

o Imt | lh( editors think..)]

‘ ‘NMU bureaucrat Joseph Curran is gree‘ted by Nnxons at White House gala banquet.’

' In a gala banquet of the sort usually

rese ed for visiting diplomatsandbusi-.

)President ‘Richard Nixon wined’
ed some .75 top. U.S. labor leaders
eir: wives  at: ‘the . White: House on

Day. . The a.ssemblage included -

: 'I‘eamster’s President Frank Fitzsimmons
as we11 as officials of most of the AFL-

~This was truly one of the most dis-
qustmg .spectacles of the yedr, as Nixon
.. the top enemy of labor, and George Meany,
‘' the guest of honor, outdid themselves in
”exchanging compliments. ’
In- ‘his testimonial to Meany, Nixon
came on with the kind of hot air oratory

and oily accolade that politicians often -
“In this .

use  for - buttering . people -us:
. ‘time’ of turbulence at home and abroad,’’
said Nixon, ‘‘when the old virtues and
the good virtues~——many of the good ones—
are  being brought under question; this
man:. has stood ‘like a pillar in a storm—
. strong,”™ full of character, devoted to his
~ " church; * devoted to his family, devoted
"o his ¢ountry.’™  Yes; devoted to every-
one.-but the workmgman, the rank and

file ‘of 'labor: to whom he is supposedlyv

responsxble‘

A Even ‘more, revolting, tban leon

_toast
. was ‘the statement by Meany 4

. President, Nixon'is doing ‘‘the best he *

. ‘rean for the American people.”’ But for.
" the WORKING PEOPLE in the labor move-

o : ment as well as the unorganized workers),

“lithis’ “best?’ is. a pretty rotten deal which
i Meany is too: busy being patmotlc to care
~much’ about:.a steady decline in-the last
“uyedr and-a half in the real wages (buying
: capaclty) u! :ise workers as prices con-

tinue. “to skyrocket ‘and . taxation grows;
“steadily < mounting - unemployrment;

" lessness - exists-—~10% - unemployment  in

- Michigan due to thousands of layoffs in "
the auto’ industry and up to 20% in Seattle-

and -Southern California due to aerospace

- their graves:

 breaking  threat.
~'for 'UAW President Woodcock was thati

- rank and file,

) “lesser evils,”

“Democrats,

cutbacks the contummg war in Indochina
which: has brought thousands of GIs to
“in the war that Johnson
stepped up and Nixon continues. ~

At a time when Nixon’s Secretary of
Labor has made clear his threat to inter-
vene against the auto strike with the
statement that a strike would interfere

“leaders should ‘have ' boycotted ’
fair and warned about Nixon's strike~
The least we can say

he was absent.
Just ‘as -disgusting as Meany’s role
at the . banquet was. the performance of

the rest of the crew which.no only in-~
cluded Woodcock’s ally Fitzsimmons, but. .

perhaps the most vic.ous enemy of the
NMU President Joseph
Curran. Curran appeared at the dinner,
fresh. from the circus of the New York
State AFL-CIO convention, where he was

a leader of the forces fighting for en-
"~ dorsement of

‘‘progressive’’ guberna-
tonal candidate, Arthur Goldberg.
Tlus ridiculous nght at the New York

“AFL~-CIO convention over which .is the

lesser of the Democratic and Republican

The needs of the workers are left out.

But they are not-alone in these efforts.
The revisionists like the Communist Par~
ty' join’in the dirty work of support to the

In their -paper, ‘the Daily
World, the C.P. takes. Meany ‘to ‘task for
his admission that the Democratic Party
is losing. the support of workers: ‘‘His

~unpringipled - attack on" the Democratic
to . a -
new ‘six. year high: last -month of 5:1%,
. behind whxch an even more. serioys job-

party as ‘in'a shambles”...aids the Nixon-~
Agnew-Mitchell propaganda.’” '

In 1970, this year of Lenin and Trotsky,’
“only the. Workers League in the U.S.fights
unequwocally for a° decisive break with
all"Democrats- and Republicans and the
formation of a labor party,

'capitalists and their henchmen in- the trade unions.

like the Whlte House”

. standards of living in order to restore the rate of profit.
“entire struggle poses the immediate need for a political break

' ~ EDITORIAL
Huey Newton Calls
For Socialist America

In his keynote speech to the Revolutionary Peoples’ Con-
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Huey Newton raised the
key question confronting the entire working class.
called for a fight for socialism in America now.

Newton said that the working class ‘‘will use whatever means
necessary’’ to achieve socialismn in the United States. *‘Itis
a fact that we will get change,’” said Newton. ‘‘We will trans-
form this society, but it is up to the oppressors to decide if
it will be by peaceful means.”

Capitalism Is Cause

Newton pointed to the capitalist system as the fundamental
cause of racism and said that racism could not be fought without
a fight against this system. In an interview with the Phila-
delphia Bulletin, Newton spoke of the need for unity of black
and white workers against the capitalists. The white workers’
problems ‘‘are not against the blacks but against those op-
pressmg them, the blacks and the whites.”’

~...Whatever our disagreements with the Black Panthgxm'aa.ntw
we are in wholehearted agreement with these very important

statements of Huey Newton. It is the deepening class struggle
which is bringing the question of socialism to the fore. We
have always maintained that the attacks on the Panthers are
attacks on the entire working class and are preparations for
more direct attacks on the labor movement itself. What is
needed is a program to upset the plans of the ruling class
to split the workers in order to defeat them.

Break With Liberals

It must be understood that neither the hberals nor the Com-
munist Party base themselves upon the fight for socialism
and the needs of the working class. The fight for socialism
and against racism means that the struggle cannot be sub-
ordmated to the liberals, cannot be tied to the program they
are t

in ‘the most vicious form every single day.
The line of the Communist Party is to support the liberal
This means
they are against the fight for socialism, they are against the
fight to expose the capitalist system, they seek to sow illusions
in this system and in its liberal defenders.
but delivering the Black Panthers, the youth, and the entire
working class into the hands of our enemies.

The only defense is a class offense. We must answer the

vicious assaults by the police; we must answer the fascists

in the wings with a strategy and.a program directed against the
class and the system which the police serve. We cannot give
one inch politically to the capitalists and all their defenders.

When Agnew warns: that ‘‘the American people’ will accept
the ‘‘policeman’s truncheon’’ in preference to ‘‘the anarchist’s
bomb” he is threatenmg the entire working class with a brutal

they are whipping up an ultra rlght wmg frenzy agamst the

- working class.

We must answer these stooges -of the ruling class with a
campaign in the union movement. All over the .country trade
unionists must fight in their unions for motions of support
to the rights of the Panthers.

‘Panthers.
Need Labor Party

We must answer the ruling class politically. - This. is the
lmportance of Newton’s speech. The next step is the taking up
of m to mobilize the workmg class politically against all
, “iWhich the attack on the Panthérs is a crucial part:
The Panthers must- nowtﬁke up-a-program-which includes the

They are fully committed to the system.

This means nothing

&&_pltahst system... -
New York" Patrol—-“"~
‘men’s Benevolent Association leader Kiernan speak about ‘‘a

,_orgamzed revolutlonary conspiracy’’ behind -assaults on - cops

_ Students must fight for the largest
‘mobilization of workers as well as students in defense of the

New«tw%

‘fight against the war in Vietnam, the upcoming auto strike, and
 the fight for an mdependent labor party against the Democratic

‘and Republican spokesmen for the capitalists.
In Vietnam the entire world strategy of Nixon against the
jnternational working class is expressed. The auto struggle poses
efore all workers the intention of the employers to cut workers’
This

with the bosses. A serious struggle against the ruling class and
for socialism means that the fight for a labor party in the U.S.
must begin now, o
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BY DAN FRIED :

With the September 14 strike deadline in the auto industry
only a week away, the biggest problem facing the GM-~Ford-
Chrysler bosses, the Nixon’ Administration, "~ Congress and
the UAW bureaucracy headed by George Woodcock is the

UAW Ranks Must Fight Woodcock’s Retreat With Program To Win

UAW rank and file itself.

~As Mr. Woodcock well knows, the ranks
believe that the only way to win a decent
settlement is with an all-out, knock-down,
drag-out strike battle. In the strike votes
already taken, overwhelming majorities
are for a strike: 90% at GM, 93.6% at
Ford, 95% at Chrysler and 98% of Big
Three workers in Canada. In Detroit,
support is growing among militants and
secondary leaders for the demands of
the ‘“$1.25 an hour Now Committee’’
which calls for a $1.25 an hour increase
the first year.

As the union leadership has correctly
pointed out, the companies’ arrogant wage
offer is really a ‘‘non-offer,”’ a ‘‘hiccup”’
calling for 30¢ an hour the first year
and an additional 12¢ per hour each of
the next two years with no removal of
the 8¢ per hour ‘“cap’’ on cost of living
escalator adjustments. Not only that,
this initial 30¢ includes the 26¢ an hour
owed in catch-up pay resulting from the
cost of living cap in the last centract.
new money at a time when the "Téam

BULLETIN SUPPORTERS
"~ HARRASSED BY HACKS

SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN
MINNEAPOLIS—A most cow-
ardly attack took place on the
night of September 3 outside the
UAW hall in St. Paul. Sup-
porters of the Workers League
were distributing a special leaf-
let introducing the Bulletin to
auto workers who work at the
huge Ford assembly plant just
across the street. o
While we were distributing one worker
came up to us and ordered us to leave
the area of the building. He shoved a
couple of the comrades ( including one
woman comrade) and tried to intimidate
fellow workers into not taking a copy
of our leaflet. But' workers continued to
take leaflets. One truck pulled up and.
this fellow shouted out to the rider not
to take this leaflet. 'But the rider shouted
back ‘‘Shut up’’ and with a big smile
took a copy of the leaflet. Another worker
said to us that the leaflet really got
right 1o the heart of the situation facing
auto workers.
*Sojhis red-baiter retreated back into

to leave. At this time, when all the
members were safely inside, a group of
10 or so guys came out and ordered us
to leave. They grabbed the remaining
leaflets and papers and tossed them into
the air. As we ‘crossed the street to
get into our car we saw these same
brave fellows hurriedly picking up the
scattered leaflets and papers.

In no way does this attack reflect on
the rank and file UAW member who
faces the biggest fight of his life on
September 15. These very same work-
ers at St. Paul Ford just recently voted
to “strike by an overwhelming margin,
We have every reason to believe that
this attack was instead the work of the
local bureaucracy of the UAW who are
terribly afraid of the rank and file. That
is why they waited until 211 members were
inside the building. That is why they
.picked up all the evidence of their assault

Of course they hope to scare us away
just as they seek to intimidate rank and
file militants. They will succeed in

neither.
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sters recently won $1.65 in new mdney
in their three year contract.

ALL ‘

The ranks in the auto plants are without
doubt using less polite language than Wood-
cock and Bluestone (head of UAW GM
Department) to describe this offer. Not
only does a strikeappear absolutely neces-
sary but there is a growing sentiment
among the Tranks for a general strike
against all of the Big Three.  Why wait
to find out if the Big Three will go
through with their threatened lockout of
all auto workers. This is no time for
pussy-footing around—but a time to shut
them all down. .

But Mr. Woodcock despite all the mili-
tant sounds coming out of one side of
his mouth, is still trying to cast himself

-in the role of a ‘‘reasonable’’ man, con-

cerned with the interests of everyone, not
only the auto workers. That is what
he made clear when he said on a ‘‘Meet
1at a strike ‘‘would

there echoing the moaning and groaning
of the industry and government spokes-
men_ like . Secretary of Labor Hodgson,who,
said on the very same day that a strike
against General Motors would be *‘a very
imposing threat’’ to the nation’s economy.

Hodgson’s statement is simply the lan- -

guage of government intervention which is
now being prepared. It is absolutely in-
credible that under these conditions, when
asked last week about the possibility of
government intervention, Woodcock ans-

wered: ‘I don’t think so. 1 talked to
Nixon two weeks ago. 1 don’t think the
government will interfere.”” This is how

Woodcock prepares for what the ranks
are increasingly recognizing as the biggest
danger to the strike-—government strike-

Reprinted from Workers Press,
daily organ of the Socialist
Labour League, British section
of the Fourth International.

Iraqi troops will be used to
smash guerrilla forces in the
Middle East warns a member
of the left-wing Communist Par-
ty of Iraqg (Revolutionary Group)
in an exclusive interview with

very recently with first hand reports
after a tour of guerrilla bases in Syria,
Jordan and Lebanon. :

He claimed the Iragi government’s ap~/
parent conciliatory attitude to guerrillas
and  left-wing groups is a front behind
which the groups are vicigusly persecuted.
And Abbas accused the Stalinist leaders
of the Soviet Union of supporting Iraqi
fascists -in their campaign to destroy
revolutionary forees.

He said, ‘“The USSR doesn’t want a
revolutionary group anywhere in the Mid~
dle East because this threatens their
revisionist policies. They have already
accepted Israel. They want compromise.’

FORBIDDEN
Abbas said: ‘“We call for the support
of British workers for the peasants ;md

¢ 145 s, and 1o ¢ ali
ism plays in painting the government as
progressive and betraying the principles
of Marxist-Leninism.>’ : :

£ pa

is published by L abor Pub-

135 W. 14th St., New York, N.Y.

DPSHE S MRt guetedodns sthse

“had enough cashto retain'p

UAW President Woocicock,

breaking.

The real desire to conciliate despite
the militant talk is also revealed in the
statement of an unnamed “UAW insider’’

Journal: ‘“The workers :%s ﬁ‘ are
more likely to buy a contract than those
at GM or Ford Motor Co. And if we get
the pattern there we're on our way home.’’
Trying to get the workers to accept as
little as possible—that is the method of
Woodcock and the UAW bureaueracy. They
see the militancy of the ranks as a ‘nro-
blem’’ to be overcome, not as the dynamic
power that can force the Big Three and
government to concede.

PROGRAM
Action by the UAW ranks is required
now to reverse the retreat of the leader~
ship. We urge that a fight be taken into

He warned that far from being friendly
to the Palestine - guerrillas, the Iraqi
government has forbidden its people to
join them, has refused to send arms to
them and is waging a terror campaign
against communist groups at home. The
ruling Ba’athist Party, he explained, came
to power in 1963 supported by a front
of the most reactionary elements re-
presenting the interests of British and
American firms and particularly oil com-
panies,

He told us that in both 1963 and 1968
there were sharp rises in oil revenues,
which foreign companies allowed the Iragi
government to keep to en ur that th

DECIEVE

‘“The government,”” Abbas said, “‘tries
to confuse -and deceive the people with
progressive gestures against imperialism
and Zionism—and they are praised by
Moscow-—but in reality, they are attacking
revoluticnaries.

““The overthrow of King Hussein and
a revelutionary government in. Jordan
would be a very serious threat to Irag
and to the whole Middle East. If 12,000
troops are ‘sent to Jordan the object
will be t{o stop the guerrillas, not to
help them: i )

Abbas revealed that the Iragi govern-
ment has mounted a new campaign to
crush revolutionary groups and he said
that now they were even turning on the
Stalinists who have co-operated with them
in the past. -

Taq, both w € same title but ditfer-~
entiated by their activities. The parties
are the Moscow-supporting Communist
Party -of Irag (Central Commitiee) and
the Communist Party of Iraq. {Revolu-
tionary Group).

More than 780 of the central commitiee
group have been arrested in the past
three to four months.

The split in the two parties came about
in 1967 when low urban wages, landlord-
ism, hundreds of thousands jobless. and
the unpopularity of the Kurdish war

drove large numbers of workers and

peasants to suppori the then unified
CP. They demanded the overthrow of
the Ba’athist regime, but when the CP
leaders refused to act there was an.

(left) with V.P. Fraser,

prepares sellout for ranks.

every UAW local and emergency meetings
called if necessary, to.pass a motion for
the following demands:

e Strike to shut down all of the Bjg
Three~GM, Ford and Chrysler. =

® Minimum ‘wage increase of $1.25
an hour the first year; immediate payment
of the entire 26¢ an hour catch-up pay.

@  Re~institution of the full cost-of-
living escalator. ) :

& Pension after 30 years regardless
of age, which guarantees the retired work-
ers equal income to tho~e on the job.

¢ SUB coverage for a1l laidoff work-
ers at full pay and the 30 hour week
(at 40 hours pay) to spread employment.

¢ End speedup and replace . with
workers control of safety and production
Stapdards, and a great extention of re-
lief time. )

& Auswer any government intervention
against the UAW with a call for a general
strike by the entire labor movement.

s Regime Of Terror

internal purge and a new leadership
brought forward whose demand for an
armed struggle was ostensibly militant.

But, Abbas claimed, ‘the new men.
were opportunist and said one thing while
they were doing another. He said there
were deep conflicts within the party which
ended with the emergence of the Revolu-
tionary Group in 1968. Then the right-
wing Ba’athists mounted a major attack-
against them. . «

““The Stallnists,”” he said, “‘identitied
the leaders of the Revolutionary Group
to the govérnment, and 320 top cadres
were arrested. Thirty of the best of
mrades were killed under torture,-

ifatheothets gave Wway and col-

s unknown.”’ o .

A favored torture for political prison-
ers, Abbas claimed, was to strip. them
and put them in a large body-length
bucket which would then be filled with
wild cats to tear them to pieces. o

: NECK T

He said a boy of 16 endured torture
wntil he died and quoted another who, =
on the scaffold, seized the rope and =

~—putting it round his own: neck—said

that his comrades were
hunger or torture.” -
Many political - prisoners,

“higher than

including »

. 250 “sleft' Ba’athists, are held. inde-
“finitely and without trial in the AlNihaya

palace { ‘““The End’’) at Bighdad, and
some have smuggled out letters, One
letter of whick Abbas gave us a trans-
ation. said: “‘First and foremost, we
shake your hands warmly and we wish
that yow are happy. If you ask about
our health, we are standing between
four walls where we don’t see sun-
light and where no news can reach us:

““Brother, tell our news to all free
men, revolutionaries and fighters for
the cause of the toiling classes to make
heard the voice of the victims of terror

who have been tortured now for M

than a year. R
““We are swallowing pains and tortire

in solitary rooms.

hanging by the limbs from rotating fans

in the ceiling and beatings while we

were intérrogated,”’ '

Abbas said the writer of this letter
“bas pow beem executed. . oovgn o

We had to gothrough.

laborated and the fate of a lot of them" -
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Hundreds of ‘youth at Temple University in Philadelphia, trying to get in to hear

~Black Panther leader

Huey Newton, just released from prison.

Newton called

for a struggle for socialism in' America as the only way to end racism. ( See edi-

torial, page 2).

Northwest Smke Is

BY MICHAEL ROSS
“CHICAGO, September 5—Although the
‘main_ effect of the clerks strike against
Northwest Orjent Airlines  is being felt

in " the Twin Citms Northwest's main“

base, ' it is clear that BRAC strikers
~in other Northwest stops are holding
out . agamst company attempts to split
them ' away from their. fellow workers
- in Minneapolis and St. Paul,

“This - was brought out in an interview
with  a Chicago BRAC picket today, near
‘. 'an”almost deserted Northwest-counter at
“Chicago’s O'Hare field. This sharply

v <. contrasted with crowded counters of Con-

;. tinental ‘and - other airlines in the same
1o Wing of the terminal. ‘

. Question: In Minneapolis-§t. Paul, there
«,are police . stationed -wherever you find

- BRAC pickets. -Have: they. given you any

"+ " sort of trouble here? .

the strlke began. We had a mass. picketﬁ
‘using. ‘about 30 cars going about 20 miles

_items as

s Answer: ‘We ‘only had trouble with them
‘That " was. ‘about two weeks after

right before the mechanics (JAM) weént
out. We honored their picket lines, but
when that strike was over, we accepted
basxcally

Q. Ho' flights came in and out
of Chicago on Northwest before the strike—
and how many now?

‘A Sxxtywnme before the strike, seven
now.

Q. Chicago has one of the highest living
costs in the country, especially on such
food. What has the lack of a
cost-of-living clause meant to you?

A. It: meant alot. But Northwest doesn’t
.even want to discuss cost-of-living. Or
the “merger with Northeast, which would
. put us.all in lower paying jobs due to

less 'seniority. And they won’t discuss
such 1ssues as longev1ty pay

Q What would be the effect onthe strike
if you went back on what essenhally are,

an “hour and -the station manager.called:s qnahwom,_

" the police.  We held another mass pic-
‘ket-on the sidewalk two weeks after that
thhout any trouble.. . : :
2 .Q. How many of you are on stnke in
Chicago? . -
‘AL About 109
Q. How many are scabbing?
A 'We have one agent who crossed the

! 'A..’pmket ‘liries the first week and has been
‘Last week two mech~

..working-ever since.
~anics- crossed but they didn’t -even put
.. in"eight hours and are out again.  Most
: ‘stewardesses are working i

Q- What kxnd of support. are you gettmg ‘

i trom other seotmns of Chicago. labor?

: CAL It Was better “than now during the
flrst three . weeks ‘of ‘the’ strike; when,
" even the Brinks’ guards wouldn’t c¢rossthe’

picket lines.

L s t0,.
RAC' 196" contratt Wi
What was wrong with it?

“about
west

g -j A We turned down the company s ofter,

,V »~ fllAW-i I.udors Allow Fomd ‘
V['Ovorfilno At Detroit Plant

. 'BY AN AUTO WORKER
" DETROIT, Sept. 2-<At Chevrolet Gear

and - A%lé, Plant 6, the workers are now

- being forced to work 12 and 14 hours a
: _da.y undeT thé ¢ompulsory overtime clause
- in-the contra .
- file by the union bureaucracy in: its boot-
~f11ckmg maneuvers with the bosses L

: “The ~compulsory - overtime -claus

" peen a factor for tremendous discontent

in’ many auto plants and Gear and Axle

wer forced to wor
changeove
5 bureaucr ey refusesto ‘defend

ers against these outrageous at-.
h bosses on-tms baszc nghtu

sbat Chevy are usmg thxs

to’ do: thxs,
puilding ‘for_the defeat of the rank and
file in the upcoming struggle..

“No Compulsory. Overtime! -

Thxs must

‘e made a . mon-negotiable demand. The -
workers will no longer tolerate these at-

tacks by the bosses with the willing
consent of the unjon bureaucrats.

: 5 i
-and: now: as then, ‘the

to stock up for a long strike,
e union bureaucratsallowthem -
they are ‘guilty of consciously

‘A It would break -the union. Chicago
~is" the ‘center station -for-the U.S.

Per
passenger, the agents here turn out more

i1 g We had’ rejected.

BRAC Railroad Strike Faces
Federal intervention Threat

BY AN INDUSTRIAL REPORTER
Some 250,000 BRAC-organized railway
clerks are now moving towards strike
action against the railroads. The union’s

- International executive board has set Sep-

tember 10 as the strike date if the rail
employers donot meet their wage demands.

Union demands include a twelve per cent
wage hike each year for three years, a
full cost of living clause and benefit
improvements. )

The most serious danger here is that
the union leadershlp may retreat in the
face of possible Federal government-inter-
vention. Federal mediator Lawrence
Farmer, presently trying-to get BRAC
strikers at Northwest Airlines to ‘‘medi-~
ate’’ away their demands for parity wages
with other airlines, is also assigned to
this dispute.

But BRAC International President C.
L. Dennis has announced that: ‘“We are

not disposed to arbitrate the vital issues

Solid In Chicago

profits- than any other cify. Tf we went
back in CHicago, the strike would be
broken in two days went

‘back; ey wonld be  Finning 60% normal

in two days.
Q. What does their money offer mean?

A. Our top pay as agents would be $650
a month, while Ozark would be paying
$805. The. people at Ozark couldn’t be-
lieve it. Even supervisors at Ozark
refused to believe that their agents get
more than our sales representatives or
sales - managers (supervisory personnel
at Northwest-MR) .

Q. In the Twin Cities, Northwest is
running full page ads promoting their
‘‘final - offer.’’ Some  have interpreted
this as a measure of desperation—an
indication that Nyrop-and Co. ‘are being
hurt. Is the strike hurting them in
Chicago?

A. They are so cheap here that they
have never before taken out radio and
TV ads in Chicago Now they are buy-

'they noxmally run $1 million worth of
freight out of Chicago.
began, they have not fiown a single freight
plane from Chicago

NMU Seamen Are Hard Hit By
Runaway Inflation, Loss Of Jobs

. BY TOM GORDON
N EW YORK——AII wage gains of the 1969 National Maritime Union

increase.

" contract have now been wiped out by inflation and the 1970 dues
In’ addmon Joe Curran has announced thathis strategy

of offering manning scale cuts on the passenger liners is a failure
and that -the passenger liners are never coming out of layup

‘Onie'seaman sald “It's very hard to
get a job nowadays, with the high tech-

not a lot—Teamsters

$13,000 a year. The last contract was

" better - for . the companies. ‘than for the

unions: The -passenger ships are’t com»
ing out—that’s evident from the mayor’s

‘plans. to. turn the Manhattan pxers mto .

hotels.””

. Curran:now. plans to spread the wage
.cuts and unemployment around a bit by
announcxng that ““NMU vacation are meant
10 "be ‘taken’’ and  that men should not

work the extra days.they need to make a . .

living.. This is in addition to: the dues
increase he rammed through in January. -

. One: man this reporter spoke to .said
that ‘‘Curran’s a sellout—look at the last
issue of the Pilot. You seehis wife christ~

~ening 2 new containership—you couldn’t

‘see a better example od shlpower unlon
collusion.”’

6% across the

~opposition emphasizes the pensions. The
Morrissey.
emphasmes pensions but they’re .0of no-
interest to-a man who 1s in the union
- only 4-10 years.”” ' ,
A sympathizer of the: Comrmttee for -

Opposﬂ:ion ‘lacks  a'leader:

get . $12,000 or

isSue is ‘not switching momes from the
pension fund to the wage fund but fighting

We say the opposition must take upthe

struggle for wages. with a fight 'for im- -

‘medidate wage re-opener and for an end

“to. job. loss in the 'WMU. This means

going to the ranks in order to fight for
the ranks, not going to the courts who of
course may be willing' to switch some
" money around from one fund to another
" -provided 'it :costs ‘the shippers nothing.

lexyothve place. Byt

Since the strike

involved in our wage and rules -movement
and, accordingly, it is my plan to decline

arbitration.’”” He also announced that
the final setting of .a- strike
date, now arranged for September 10,

would in no case take place any later
than 30 days: after the National Mediation
Board announces the closing of its files.
on this wage claim.

Federal government intervention, in the
case of a strike, could very well come
with more special laws rammed through
by Nixon and the Congress.

The shopcraft union leaders (Boiler-
makers, Electrical Workers, Sheet Metal

'Workers and Machinists) all caved in and

ran away from the necessary fight against

"Nixon’s government.

This retreat has only encouraged the
attacks on labor by Nixon. Railway clerks

~must‘ now hold their leadership to its

promise of strike action to force a living
wage from the rail barons and Nixon.

LONGSHOREMEN PROTEST
LINDSAY PIER CLOSINGS

BY TOM GORDON
NEW YORK, Sept. 3—Longshoremen this
morning . picketed piers on Manhattan’s
West Side to protest Mayor Lindsay’s
plan to turn piers into parks, yachtbasins,
hotels, and outdoor theaters charging up

" to" $6 or more admission. Lindsay’s plan

as announced will last only through Jan-

uary 1971 and will not provide one perma-

nent job, It is designed to paper over
the job loss caused by the closing of
Manhattan passenger and freight piers.
The few passenger liners left are now
going mostly to Florida instead of New
York Lo

-As’ a result hirings have fallen off by
17,000 . a month in Manhattan over the
past ;year. . They have also fallen off
by 88,000 in. Brooklyn while picking up
by only 5,000 in New Jersey container
ports..-
Street ILA hiring hall told this reporter
that ‘‘they say we can go over to Jersey
to get jobs but the men over there don’t
like it. ‘When the politicians get together
with ~Wall Street, the little man gets
screwed—they’re - already condemning
piers 2 through 40.”’

The ILA bureaucracy has no serious
plans against this catastrophic job loss.
One Manhattan longshoreman said, ‘‘Glea~
son puts up one picket line but that’s
nothing—he doesn’t have any other plans
to do anything. This losing our jobs has
‘been going on for a long time but they
don’t tell you anything in the beginning.
We were supposed to get the container

 bonus like on the West Coast for pay-

.ment. “for ‘lost ‘jobs but they close the

“.piers -down and we don’t get anything.

Every year we have to struggle over it.
They spent the money and didn’t tell
_call a meeting the guys can

y come -around to you

one at a time and ask you to signthe

container money agreement so alot of
guys sign.”’

Lindsay’s plan must be defeated -As
one. longshoreman said,
~people want to look at the river. Who
wants to look at the river?—it’s polluted.
‘What people want is some employment,
not-a chance to listen to opera.’’

NMU Democracy led: by James Morrissey

tract in: 1961 and 1962.

“ivictory

told this reporter that the Committee had.
won - a ‘fvictory’’ in-court by forcing the
union’ bureaucracy -to .pay out as wages
‘a pension increase won under the old con-
~The ranks have
not. yet seen a penny.of this money. . This
»’—if'the. money is ever paidout—

is really robbing Peter to pay Paul. The
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standing in a row as immobile as the
dirty straw-thatched peasant huts and the
_‘barracks occupied by the Fifth Army’s
- staff.- This immobility silently underscored
that there was no place to go from- here,
and that it was impermissible to leave.
‘Already in 1918 the train represented a
mobile apparatus of administration, it was
equipped with its ‘own printing plant, tele-
graph, radio, electric power station; library,

" garage and bath. This train which steeled all
wills and brought . victory.with it would
appear in the most critical moments at the
key sectors of the various fronts. During
Yudenich’s October offensive (1919) the train
was sent to Petrograd. Out of its personnel
was formed a detachment which manned the
armoured train named after Lenin, and an-
other detachment which was incorporated
in the Red Army in.the region of Ligovo.
For its participation in these battles the
train received. the order of the Red Banner.
I the  course of  the 'Civil-War " thé “train
fulfilled 36 missions, covering a total distance
of 97,629 versts.’ (Trotsky—‘How the Revo-
lution Armed Itself’, Vol. II, Book 1, p. 463.)

Little by little the fanatical faith that
this little station would become the start-
ing point for a counter-offensive ,against
Kazan began to take on the shape of
reality. :

Every new day that this God-forsaken,
poor railway siding held .out against the
far stronger enemy, added to it strength
and raised its mood of confidence. From
somewhere in the rear, from far-off
villages in the hinterland, came at. first
soldiers- one by one, then tiny detach-
= ments, and finally military formations in a
far better state of preservation.

I .see it now before me, this Svyazhsk
where not a single ‘soldier fought ‘under
compulsion’. Everything that was alive
ere and fighting in self-defe -all . of
RIS PP B SPHE " StrOtgest
ties of voluntary discipline, voluntary par-
ticipation in a struggle which
-hopeless at-the outset. ‘

‘Human beings-sleeping on the floors of
the: station house, in dirty huts filled with
straw and broken glass— they hardly
hoped for success and consequently feared
nothing. The speculation on when and
how all this ‘would end’ interested none.
“Tomorrow'—simply did not exist; there
was only a briefy hot, smoky piece of
time: Today. And! one lived on that, as
one lives in harvest time.

Morning; noon, evening, night—each
single hour was prolonged to the utmost
count; every single hour had to be lived
through and used up to. the last second.
It was necessary to reap each hour care-
fully, finely like rige wheat in the field is
cut to the very root. ‘Each hour seemed
so rich, so utterly unlike all of previous
life. N id i ish in

g i ¥ - kv o R

Tro sky “alighting from his train, which was instrumental in turning the tide ‘
i of the battle on the Kazan front. Trotsky and his staff travelled in this train
“."to mogt-of the major ‘civil war battles.

S ' T military importance of Svyazhsk without
WHENEVER two comrades Who having the necessary materials at hand,
worked together in the year 1918, fought ‘Wfltgfut a map, dand v;llthout the i;sﬁn;gfi)s’

. . . 0l those comrades wino were In €T
 beneath Kazan against the Czechoslo- ¢ e Fieth Army at that time. -
~vaks and then in the Urals or at Samara ~ Much has already been forgotten by

“and ‘Tsaritsin, chance to meet again me; faces and names ﬂiﬁked by as in a
. many yeafsﬂ later one ‘?-f them is bound fog. But there is something that:no one
. to ask after the first few questions :

will ever forget and that is: the feeling
of  supreme responsibility: for - holding

oo "Remember - Svyazhsk?' and they will
. clasp. each other’s hand again.

Svyazhsk. This was the bond"between all
" What | is "Svyazhsk ? Today it is a

its defenders from a member of the
legend, ‘one of the revolutionary legends

“Revolutionary Military Council to the last -
Red rank-and-filer in desperate search for

.. which still remain unchronicled, but which

i are being-retold over and over again from

his somewhere extant, retreating regiment
~otie_end to another of this Russian vast-

who suddenly turned back and faced

e ‘Kazan in order to fight to the last, with
7 ness: 'Not ‘one. of ‘the demobilized Red worn-out rifle in hand and fantatic deter-.

* _Army men from among the old-timers, the ~mination in his heart; The -situation . was
-, founders' of ‘the: Workers’ and Peasants’ understood by ‘everyonme as follows:
' Army, upon returning home dnd remin- énother step backward would opﬁp the
S izhny

fFurther retreat‘dme;nt the beg:{nmgg;
¢ the revolutionary offensive started roll- , of the end; the death sentence on the [ : )
oL e reilutomy e e o Repuoic of th Sovts. - " " bombe o e Saton tod the Tainay
the - Urals.. On  the .Southi-toward " fhe ~ » How correct this “is" from .a strategic  Cars; machine guns: with their repulsive

nian. shores, the Caucasus and the - point of view, I know not, Perhaps the- barking and the calm syllables of artillery,
border ‘Persia, On the North toward -Army if rolled back even further might drew nigh and withdrew again whilst a
Archangel and Poland, Not.all Atogeﬂw'r, “have .gathered into a similar fist on one human being. in a torn military coat,
of course; nor simultaneously. . ~of the “innumerablc ‘black dots which civilian hat, and "boots with toes pro-
o But it was only after. Svyazhsk and speckle the map and thenceforth carried truding—in short, one of the defenders of

v i ; d ecame crystals its banners to victory. But indubitably it Svyaszhsk would smilingly “produce a
Kazan that the Red Army be 4 was - correct ‘from ' the- standpoint . of

‘lized -into those fighting and political forms :
hzhelc:h:,n ;%ef unggrgoix%g: chagg‘e and being’ Iﬁxloré\‘lle.l And in so far asla retr,tlalat from - self.
marfat S become - classic for - the - the Volga meant a complete collapse at. .
L %eéég:éefl' ha?e ecome . coasst 7. that. time, ‘to"that -extent -the "possibility
e 3 of  holding . out,  with .one’s ‘back ‘against
the bridge, imbued us with real hope. .
The ethics of the revolution formulated
¥ hsk. ha - the complex situ;tion succinctly asifoNllo;vs:
, O TR ey To.retreat is to have the Czechs in Nizhny
and feecﬁ;g ttl:fe iﬁiﬁ o %zfgt:;dﬂgg};; - and in Moscow. No surrender of Svyazhsk
= . a Ni and the bridge means the reconquest of

s R d

oss-roads whence the tide -

Planes .came and went, dropping their

‘So’ that's what it is now—1.30 or 4.30
o’clock. Or; it is:6.20. Therefore I am still
alive. “Svyazhsk holds. Trotsky's train
stands on the rails. A lamp now flickers
through ' the window of -the Political De-
partment. Good, The day is ended.’

‘pletely. absent at Svyazhsk. God knows
what the doctors uséd for bandages. This

--passed by stretchers with the wounded and’
the dying. Death held -no terrors. It was
expected -daily, always:. To. lie prone in
~a wet army coat, with a red splofChon"a
shirt; with an"expressionless face, a mute-
ness that was no longer human—this-was
something taken for granted.
‘Brotherhood! Few words have been so
abused and rendered pitiful. But brother-
.bood" does come sometimes, in moments
of direst need :and peril, so selfless, so
sacred, $o unrepeatable in a ‘single life-
time. And they have not lived and know
nothing of life who have never lain at
night on a floor in tattered and lice-
‘ridden clothes, thinking all the while how

ssied to fake the rail- - The arrival
bridge across ‘the Volga by storm - 7 e gyt , e
il gdurin'g-'t}ée;niglht;;ﬁck. Tl - of Trotsky’s train
e very first clash between the 11 was 1 pelieve, either on the third or
.hio ‘had just taken Kaza‘f a“g fourth day -after the -fall of Kazan that
tyéveg:_\suon‘ge; ;ﬁenﬁ’g fﬁfrlr]l Trotsky arrived at' Syyazhsk. His train’
A ir;f dé §§mb§d e-head “aCI'OSBSI came 'to -a determined: stop -at the little
th Vgl ea. thi ?gé d'zf"the‘ng:chdSEOVak station; his locomotive panted a little, was
ofi%nsivga;laselop;éd dﬁ.iThey lost. their uncaupled, and departed to drink water,
most popular and gifted leader in General }:f“t did" not return. ‘The CaIs, ~remained
Blagotich, Neither the Whites; flushed by : o
their recent victory, nor the Reds rallying’
round Svyazhsk had any inkling of the
historical importance that their initial
trial skirmishes would have. '
. It is extremely difficult to convey the

-+1 Russian Socialist - Federated  Soviet Re-
public, ‘the original name of the USSR.—Ed.

2 This" train. was organized ‘on August~7;
1918, ‘at night and the next morning it de-
parted for Svyazhsk.~ ...~

e S e i

seemed so

-Medical , supplies - were . almost .. com--

)

store the supply g6t

wonderful is the world, infinitely wonder-
ful ! That here the old has been over-
thrown and that life is fighting with bare
hands for' her irrefutable truth, for the
white swans of her resurrection, for some-
thing far bigger and better than this patch
of star-lit\ sky showing through the velvet
blackness' of a window with shattered
panes—for the future of all mankind.
Once. in a century contact is made and
new blood is transfused. These beautiful
words, almost inhuman in their beauty,
and the smell of living sweat, the living
breath of others. sleeping beside you on
the floor. No nightmares, no sentimentali~
ties, but tomorrow the dawn will come
and Comrade G., a Czech Bolshevik, will
prepare an omelette for the whole ‘gang’,
and the Chief of Staff will pull on. a
shaggy stiffly frozen shirt washed out last

Adghte e

A day will dawn in which someone will
die, knowing in his last second that death
is only something among many other
things, and not the main thing at all; that
once again Svyazhsk has not ‘been taken
and that the dirty wall is still inscribed
with a piece of chalk: ‘Workers of the
World Unite’.

Against the stream

THE RAINY August days thus passed one
by one. The thin, poorly equipped lines
did not fall back; the bridge remained in
our hands and from the rear, from some-
where far away, reinforcements began to
arrive. - . :

Symbol of the international character of the
October Revolution is Larissa Reissner,
daughter of a Palish mother and a Germarn-—
East Eibian—Ilandowner; she was born May
1, 1985, in Vilna (Poland}, educated in
Germany and France; before her 22nd birth-
day ‘she was an outstanding figure in the
Russlan Revolution, .
Trotsky, in ‘My Life’, writes of her In his
chapter on Svyazhsk:

‘Larigsa  Feissnar, wno called lvan
Nikitich (Smirnov) “the conscience of
Svyazhsk” was herself prominent in the
Fifth Army, as well as In the Revolulion as

a whole, This fine young woman flashed *.

across the ravolutionary sky like a burning

meteor, " blinding many. With her appear-
ance of an Olympian ‘goddess, she com- .
‘bined a subtle and ironical mind and the i
courage of & warrior. After the capture of &
Kazan by the Whites, she went into the ;
enemy camp to @g&nm%sﬁgﬁdw::
a peasant woman, 1 3
1;4;’0Q extraordinary, and she was amested.
While she was being cross-examined by a .
Japanese intelligence officer, she 100k
advantage of an interval to slip through the
guarded door and disappear ;
uihe Qi talligence :

ogts. and

took p in battles. Her ‘'skelches about
the civil war are literature. With equal
gusto, she would write about the Ural In- ¥
dustries and the rising of ‘the workers in §
the Ruhr. She was anxious to know and tg
see all, and to teke part in everything. in
her tew: brie! years, she became 8 w
of the first rank: - 8ut .after coming un-

" ~‘scathed through fire and water this Pallas
of the Revolution suddenly. burned up with
typhus, . in _the peacaful surroundings of

Moscow, before she was even 30

careless!

watch from his pocket and bethink him-.

Real telephone and telegraph wires
began to.’'attach themselves to autumn
spider-webs flying in the winds and some
kind - of enormous, cumbersome, lame
apparatus began to operate on the God-
forsaken' railway station—Svyazhsk, this
tiny, hardly discernible plack dot on the
map of Russia, at which in a moment of
flight and *despair, the revolution ‘had
lugched. .. .
e all of ~Trotsky's “organizational
= aged to re-

and a few regiments through to Swvyazhsk
on railways that were being openly sabo-
taged; everything needed for the coming
offensive was obtained.

In addition, it ought to be borne in
mind that this work had to be .done in
the ‘year 1918, when demobilization was
still raging, when the appearance on the
Moscow streets of a single well-dressed
detachment of the Red Army would create
a real sensation. After all, it meant to
swim against the stream, against the
exhaustion of four years of war, against
the spring floods of the revelution which
swept through the whole country the

debris of Tsarist discipline and wild hatred

of anything resembling -the bark of old
officers’ commands, the barracks, -for old
army life.

Despite all this, supplies .appeared be-
fore our very eyes. Newspapers arrived,
boots and overcoats came. And wherever
they actually hand out boots, and for
keeps, there you will find a really solid
army staff; there things are stable; there
the army stands firmly intrenched and has
no thought of fleeing. That's no joking
matter, boots ! )

The Order of the Red Flag was not yet
in existence in the era of Svyazhsk, else
it would have been issued to hundreds.
Everybody, including the cowardly and
the nervous and the simply mediocre
workers and Red Army men—everybody,
without a single exception, performed un-
believable, heroic - deeds; they outdid
themselves, like spring ‘streams overflow<
ing their banks they joyfully flooded their
own normal levels,

Such was the atmosphere. I remember
receiving at that time by . extraordinary
chance a few letters from Moscow. In
them was some talk about the exultation
of the petty  bourgeoisie preparing to
repeat the memorable days of the Paris
Commune.

And in the meantime the foremost and
most dangerous front of the Republic
hung by a thin railway thread and flamed,
setting up an unprecedented heroic con-
flagration which sufficed for three more
years of hungry, typhus-ridden, homeless

- Reissner

1835

Babel ss the greatest writer of
pericd—a remarkable tribute to & gin to
whom Russian was & foreign language,

ne

antitied ‘The Heroic Sallors of the Russian
‘Revolution”. - - .

no matter whal

Eisewhere Trotsky ranks her with isaac
the Civil War

acquired in maturity.
‘The Front', a collection of her Civil War
sketchas, from which ‘Svyazhsk’ i taken, wes
snormously popular with the Soviet masses,
The various distriots of the Communist Party
b -——Moscow, Leningrad, Ihe Urals, eic.—vied
with each other in bringing it out in acores
of editions. A larger collection of her work,
‘Oktober;  Ausgewamehits  Schriften’, was
L brought out inn Germany by the officlal Com-
| intern publishing house as late @3 1930, with
an introduction by Radek written in 1826, the
- year she dled. %
1t was not untll Stafin’s 50th birthday
(December 21, 1929) and the publication on
that date of Voroshilov's 'Stalin and the Red
Army’ that the falsification of the history of
the Civil War began with full force.
gourse, her sketches have been for-
bidden literature in Soviet Union because
,m;,w.» SEFETIE "SI e .
murderad by Stalin are iatie
of all Stalin's falsifications. More recently a
cal skatoh of Larissa Relssner, along
-t & short axcerpt from 'The Front' was
published in 'Sputnik’ (Mowvember 1868), 2
monthly digest complied by the Novosti Press
and published in Brtain by Oally

Mirror rs Lid. The short di :
of life in the avoids
‘White

VolgaCaspian flest
mentioning the real fighters against the
counterrevolution. :

But Larissa Reissner was not aitogether
unknown to-the first British Communist. The
very first lssue of ‘Communist Review' of
May 1921 carries one of har brilliant sketches

War-

The men who did it
IN SVYAZHSK, Trotsky, who was able
to give the new-born Army a backbone of
steel, ‘who himself sank roots into the
soil refusing to yield an inch of ground
appe by

ness icier that theirs
Trotsky was not alone.
Gathered there were old Party workers,
future: members of the Revolutionary
Military Councils of the Republic, and of
the Military Councils of the several
Armies to whom the future historian of
the Civil War will refer as the Marshals
of the Great Revolution. Rosengoliz and
Gussev, Ivan Nikitch Smirnov, Kobozev,
. Mezhlauk, the other Smirnov, and many
- other coemrades whose names I no longer
_recall.’ From among the sailors, I remem-
ber Raskolnikov and the late Markin.
. “Rosengoltz in his railway car almost
from the very first day sprouted the office
of the Revolutionary Military Council;

. extruded maps and rattled typewriters—

obtained God knows where—in short, he
began building up a strong, geometrically
perfect organizational apparatus, with pre-
cise connections, indefatigable working
capacity and simple in scheme. ‘

In the days to come, whatever the
Army or the front, wherever the work
began to sputter, Rosengoltz was immedi-
ately . brought in like a queen-bee in a
sack, placed into the disturbed bee hive
and would immediately proceed to build,
organize, forming cells, buzzing over the
telegraph wires. Despite the military over-
coat and enormous pistol in his belt,
nothing martial could be discerned in his
figure, nor in his pale, slightly soft face.
His tremendous force did not lie in this
field at all, but rather in his natural ability
to renew, establish connections, raise the
tempo of a halting, infected bloodstream
59 alic explosive speed.dg;‘ the side of
. Trotsky he was like @ dynamo,. b
“well-oiled; noiselegélslfawith po%rf&f “Tevers
moving day after day, spinning the un-
tearable web of organization.

I do not recall just what kind of work
I. N. Smirnov officially performed in the

staff of the Fifth Army, Whether he was .

a member of the Revolautionary Military
Council or at the same time also head of
the Political Department; but apart from
all titles and frameworks he embodied
the ethics of the revolution. He was the
highest moral criterion; the communist
conscience of Svyazhsk,

Even among the non-Party soldier
masses and those communists who had
not known him previously, his amazing
purity and integrity were immediately
recognized. It is hardly likely that he
himself was aware how much he was
feared; how everyone feared nothing so
much as to reveal cowardice and weakness

before the..eyes.of this- e Whio TievEr™"

yelled at anyone, who simply remained
himself, calm, courageous. No one com-
manded as much respect as Ivan Nikitch.
Every one felt that in the worst moment
he would be the strongest and most
- fearless.

With Trotsky—it was to die in battle
plggr ghe last bullet had been fired: to die
enthusiastically, oblivious of wounds.
With Trotsky——it was the sacred pathos
of struggle; words and gestures recalling
-the best pages of the Great French
Revolution.

‘But with Comrade Smirnov (so it
seermed to us at the time and so we spoke
in whispers to each other as we huaddled
close together on the floor during those
already cold autumnal nights)}—Comrade
Sm%rnov:\ this was pure calm when ‘up

*y%& ghen be:mgQ g:’illed by

] g ; i

Yes, that is how one talked about him at
Svyazhsk, ' ,

. Boris Danilovich Mikhailov came a little
Tater, directly from Moscow, I believe, or
generally from the centre. He arrived in a
civilian coat, with that bright, rapidly
changing expression on his face that
people have on being freed from prison

_or big cities.

Within a few hours he was completely
overcome by the “wild intoxication of
Swvyazhsk. Changing clothss, he went oyt
on reconnaissance patrol in the vicinity of
the White Kazan and returned three days
later, tired, his face wind-tanned, his body
crawling with ubiquitous lice. By way of
compensation, he was all in one piece,

It was a fascinating spectacle 1o observe
the profound inner process taking place
in people who arrive at a revolutionary
front: they catch fire like a straw roof
lit on all four sides, and then on co

Youngest ot ail was Mezhlauk-—-Valerin
Ivanovich. He had a particalarly ‘hard
“time. ‘His ‘younger brother and wife had
remajned behind in Kazan and, according
to a rumour, had been shot. Later it
turned out that bis brother actually had
died, while his wife suffered indescribably.
It was not customary to complain or talk
about one’s misfortunes st Svyazhsk. And
Mezhlauk kept an honest silence, did his

3 Al these legendary heroes of Svyazhsk
and of the Civil War, along with hundreds
and thousands of others of their generation,
were murdered by Stalin in the Moscow
frame-ups and blood purges two decades
eariier.—~Ed.

thevfive: of -our-haitteries “concedled “dlong

£ 5 L i

entire Fifth Army

Lenin and Trot with del

sky {centre)

work, and walked through the sticky -

autumn mud in his long cavalry coat, all
of him concentrated on one burning point:
Kazan.

Meanwhile the Whites began to sense
that with its strengthened resistance,
Svyazhsk was growing into something
great and dangerous.

Intermittent skirmishes and attacks
came to an end; a regular siege, with

nized forces on. all sides was
pitious moment. : .

Old Slavin,, Commander of the Fifth
Army, not a very. gifted colonel, but one
who knew ‘his  business exactly and
thoroughly, fixed on a key point of de-
fence, worked out a definite plan and
carried it through with truly Latvian
stubbornness.

Svyazhsk stood firm, its feet planted in
the ground like a bull, its broad forehead
lowered towards Kazan, standing immov-
able on the spot and impatiently shaking
its horns, sharp as bayonets.

One sunny autumn morning came nar-
row, agile and swift torpedo-boats from
the Baltic fleet to Svyazhsk. Their appear-
ance created a sensation. The army now
felt the river side protected. A series of

artillery duels began on the Volga, occur- thi

ring three or four times daily. Covered by
the shore, “our fotilla now ventured far
forward.

These forays were crowned by such
extremely audacious ones as that under-

taken on the morning of September % by

Sailor Markin, one of the founders and
outstanding heroes of the Red Fleet. On
an unwieldy, armour-plated tug-boat he
ventured far out to the very piers of
Kazan, landed, drove off the crews of
enemy batteries by machine-gun fire and
removed the locks from several guns,
Another time, late at night on August
30, our ships came flush up to Kazan,
shelled the city, set fire to several barges
loaded with munitions and food supplies,
and withdrew without losing a single ship.
Among others Trotsky, together with the
Commander, was aboard the torpedo-

g@%ngsiﬁe an enemy
barge and under the muzzles of the White
Guard artillery. . , o
‘Vatzetis, commander-in-chief - of 'tha
eastern front, arrived at a moment when
the offensive against Kazan was already in
full swing. Most of us, myself among
them, had little exact information cop-
cerning the outcome of the conference;
only one thing quickly became a matter of
general knowledge and was greeted with

deep satisfaction on all sides: Our-old man -

{that is what we called our commander
among ourselves) declared himself op-

‘posed to Vatzetis's views, who wanted to-

undertake an attack against Kazan from
the left river bank, while our commander
decided to storm Kazan on the right bank
which dominates the city and-not on the
left bank which is flat and exposed.

t
was tensely poised for
the attack, when its main forces at last
began. pushing  forward under constant
counter-attacks and many heavy day-long
batties, three ‘luminaries’ of ‘White Guard
Russia got together in order to put am
end to the protracted epic of Svyazhsk.

Savinkov, Kappel, and Fortunatov at
the. head of :a considerable force under-
took 2 desperate raid against a railroad
station adjoining Svyazhsk, in order in
this way to capture Swyazhsk itself and
the Volga bridge. The raid was brilliantly
executed; after making.a long detour, the
Whites suddenly swooped down on the
station Shikhrana, shot it to pieces, seized
the station buildings, cut the connections
with the rest of the railway line and

gates to the Tenth Con
Bolshevik Party, after the storming of the Kronstadt fortress.

‘bore the stigma of

d' Tet ‘slip -the “pro<

burned z maurition. train staﬁnﬁ‘r there, eimer :

gress of the

The small defending force at Shikhrana
was slaughtered to the last man.” Nor is.
this all; they literally hunted down and
extirpated every living thing in this little
station. I had the opportunity to see
$hikhrana a few hours after the raid. It
the ' completely
irrational pogrom violence that stamped
all the-victories of these gentlemen, who
pever felt themselves the masters and-

‘ternporarily . conquered.

In a courtyard, a cow lay bestially
murdered (I say murdered advisedly, not
slaughtered); the chicken coop was filled
senselessly  with chickens riddled in all
too human a fashion. The well, the little
vegetable garden, the water tower and
the houses were treated as if they had
been captured human beings and, more-
over, Bolsheviks and ‘sheenies’. The in-
testines had been ripped out of every-
thing. Animals and inanimate objects

sprawled everywhere, decimated, violated, "

ugly — dead. Alongside - this horrible

shambles of everything that once had been

a human habitation, the indescribable, un-

utterable death of a few railway em-

ployees and Red Army men caught by

surprise appeared quite in the nature of
ngs. ‘

. Only in. Goya's illustrations . of  the

“Spahish campaign and guerrilla- war can

2 similar harmony be found of wind-swept
trees bending iow beneath the weight of
banged men, of dust on roadways, of
blood and stones. ‘ _
From the station Shikhrana, the Savin-
kov detachment turned towards Svyazhsk,
moving along the railroad. We sent our
armoured - train ‘Free Russia’ to meet
them. So far as I am able to recall, it was
armed “with long-range  naval guns. Itz
commander, however, did not rise to the
Jevel of his task. Being surrounded on
two sides (so it appeared to him), he left
his train and rushed back to the Revolu-
fionary Military Council in order ‘to
report’, .

In his absence ‘Free Russia® was shot tor
pieces and burned. Its black, burning hulk
lay derailed for a long time beside th

er the destruction of the armoured

train the road to the Volga seemed com-

pletely
beneath-Syyazhsk, some one-and-a-half iq

two versts away from the Fifth Army’s =~
headquarters, Panic ensued. Part of the " ..

Political Department, if not all of it,
gushed to the piers and aboard the steam-
Oats. S ¥ . e

The regiment, fighting virtually on

Volga’s. banks but ~higher  upstream,

manders -and commmissars. Toward ' morms.

ipg, - its. maddened detachments  wera
found aboard the staff ships of the Yolga

war fleet,

inhabitants .of .the- soil awidentaﬂyw

en, The Whites stood directly -

B

wavered and then fled with its com-~ T

To Svyazhsk ouly the Fifth Army staff

with-

How Svyazhsk was
saved |

LEV DAVIDOVICH mobilized ‘the entire

.personnel of the traim, all the clerks, wire- -
less. operators, hospital ‘workers, and the -

guard commanded by the Chief of Staff of
the fleet, Comrade Lepetenko (by the way,
one of the most courageous and self

sacrificing soldiers of the revolution whose

biographv could very well provide this
boak with its most brilliant chapter)—in
a word, everyone able 1o bear a rifie.

The staff offices stood deserted; there

its officers and the train of Trofsky -

was no ‘rear’ any longer. Everything was'. - :

thrown against the Whites who bad rolled.

almost flush to the station. From Shikh.

ranz to the first houses of Svyazhsk the :

entire road was churned up by shel
. s and Hnpty tes
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havoc. .

The advance of, the Whites was halted
only -after they had leaped over the
gigantic charred skeleton of the armoured
train, still smoking and smelling of molten
metal. The advance surges to the very
threshold, then rolls back boiling like a
receding- wave only to fling itself once

more against the hastily mobilized reserves -

of Svyazhsk. Here both sides stand facing
each other for several hours, here are
many dead.
The Whites then
before them a fresh and well-organized
division of whose existence even their
intelligence service had remained unaware.
Exhausted from their 48-hour raid, the
soldiers tended to over-estimate the
strength of the enemy and did not even
suspect that opposing them was only a
~ _hastily thrown together handful of fighters
with no one behind them except Trotsky’s
and Slavin, sitting beside a map in a
- smoke-filled sleepless room of the de-
serted headquarters in the centre of the
depopulated Svyazhsk where bullets were
whistling through the streets. ;
Throughout this night, like all the
‘previous ones, Lev Davidovich’s train re-
mained standing there as always without
its engine. Not a single section of the
_Fifth Army advancing on Kazan an
“about to storm it was bothered that night
“or diverted from the front to cover a
virtually defenceless Svyazhsk. The army

and “the fleet' learned " about: the  mnight

attack only after it was all over, after the

Whites were already in retreat firmly con-

vinced that almost a whole division was

confronting them. .

The next day 27 deserters who had

fled to the ships in the most critical

moment were tried and shot. Among

them were several communists. ' Much was

later said about the shooting of these 27,

especially in the hinterland, of course,

: where they did not know by how thin-a

~ . thread hung the road of Moscow and

.. our éntire offensive against Kazan, under-

" taken: with our last means and forces.

- To begin with, -the whole army was

‘agog with talk about communists having

“turned cowards; ‘and that laws were not

writtenn for ‘them; that: they could desert

- with impunity, while an ordinary rank-
and-filer was shot down likea dog.

If not for the exceptional courage of

Trotsky," the army ‘commander :and-othet:

members of the Revolutionary Military
Counecil, the prestige of the communists
working 'in the Army would have been
impaired, and lost for a long time to
come. . .

No fine speeches can make it sound
plausible to any army suffering every pos-
sible privation in the course of six weeks,
fighting practically with bare hands, with-

" out even bandages, that cowardice is not
- cowardice and that for guilt there may be
‘extenuating circumstances’,

It is said -that among those shot were

many good comrades, some even whose
~guilt was redeemed by their previous ser-
~“vices, by years in prison and  exile.
~ Perfectly true. No one contends that they
““perishéd in order to prop up those pre-
cepts. of the old military code of ‘setting
an example’ when amidst beating of drums
‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’

But everyone who has lived the life of
the - Red Army, who was born and
grew strong with it in_the battles of

~ Zazan, will testify that the iron: spirit of

“this army would have never crystallized,
that the: fusion between .the Party -and
the soldier masses, between the rank and
file and the 'summits of the commanding
staff would have never been realized if,
on the eve of storming Kazan where
hundréds of soldiers were to lose their

lives, the Party had failed to show clearly .

before the eyes of the whole army that
it 'was prepared to offer the Revolution
this ‘great and bloody sacrifice, that for
‘the Party, too,-the. severe laws of com-
radely- discipline .are  binding; that the
. ‘Party, too, has the courage to apply ruth-
lessly the laws of the Soviet Republic:to
its-own. members as well. o

o Twenty<seven were: shot-and
“in" the 'breach which. the famou!

. bad succeeded 'in making in the self-
““confidence and unity of the Fifth Army.
"."This salvo’. which = exacted - punishment
from ‘communists: as well as commanders
“and simple soldiers for cowardice and

is Filled
Yatder:

conscious section of the soldjer mass and
the one most  inclined’ toward desertion

"’ (and of course there was such a section,
too) to pull themselves together, and to
align themselves. with those who went
consciously. and without any compulsion
into battle. '

Precisely in these days was decided the

fate of Kazam, and not that alone, but the

fate of the entire White intervention.

The Red Army found its self-confidence
and became regénerated and strong during
the long weeks of defence and offence. °
“In conditions of constant danger and

decided that they had

‘name,

dishonour in battle forced the least class- -
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with the greatest moral = exertions it
worked out its laws, ‘its discipline, its
new heroic statutes. For the first time
panic in the face of the enemy’s more
modern technique became dissolved. Here
one learned to make headway against any
artillery ; and involuntarily, from the
elemental instinct  of self-preservation,
new methods of warfare were born, those
specific battle methods which are already
being studied in the highest military
%Ac,ademies as the methods of the Civil

ar.

- Of extreme importance is the fact that
in those days in Svyazhsk there was pre-
cisely such a man as Trotsky.

Trotsky’s role

it is clear that the creator of the
Red Army, the future chairman of the
Revolutionary - Military Council of the
Republic, would have ~bad to .be in

‘Svyazhsk; had to live' through the entire

practical experience of these weeks of
battle; had to call upon all the resources
of his will _and organizational genius for
the defence of Svyazhsk, for the defence
of the army organism smashed under the
fire of the Whites. ‘
Moreover, in revolutionary war there
is still another force, another factor with-
out which victory cannot be gained, and
that is: the mighty romanticism of -the

Revolution which enables people straight

from the barricades to cast themselves
immediately in - the harsh forms of the
military. machine, without losing the

quick, light step gained in political demon-.

strations or the independent spirit and

flexibility gained perhaps in long years of

0 have conquer:

1 b
take all the fire of the Revolution, all of

its incandescent heat, and harness them
‘to the vulgar, repellant age-old pattern of
the armv. - .y

Up till now history has always solved

this problem with imposing but moth-
laden theatrical’ tricks, She would sum-

mon to the stage some individual in a.
‘three-cornered . hat and a grey field uni-,

form’ and he or some other general on a
white horse would: cut the revolutionary
blood and marrow into republics, banners,
slogans. S ! : :
In military construction, as in so many
other things, the Russian Revolution went
its own way. Insurrection and war fused
into one, the Army and the Party grew
together, inseparably interwoven, and on

~ Devastation on the Volga (Top) a typical civil war battle Scene. Above, an
.organized and manned by the most conscious elements
PP ortart parts e el wari sty

e

the regimental banners were inscribed
the unity of their mutual aims, all the
sharpest formulae of the class struggle.
In the days of Svyazhsk all this remgined
as yet unformed, only hanging in the air,
seeking for expression.

The. Workers’ and Peasants’ Army had
to find expression somehow; it had to
take on its outward shape, produce its
own formulag, but how? This no one
clearly knew yet. At that time, of course,
no precepts, no dogmatic programme were
available in accordance with which this
titanic organism could grow and develop.

In the Party and in the masses there
lived ounly a foreboding, a creative. pre-
monition of - this: military ' revolutionary
organization which was never seen before
and to which each day’s battle whispered

D1

: i i i

Trotsky’s great merit lies in this, that
he caught up in flight the least gesture of
the masses which already bore upon it the
stamp . of this sought-for and unique
organizational formula.

He sifted out and then set going all the
little practices whereby besieged Svyazhsk
simplified,; hasténed or organized its work
of battle. And this, not simply in the
narrow technical. sense. No. Every new
successful combination ‘of ‘specialist and
‘commissar’, of him who commands and
the one executing the command and bear-
ing the responsibility for it—every suc-
cessful combination, after it had met the
test of experience and had been lucidly
formulated, was immediately transformed
into an order, a circular, a regulation. In.
this way the living revolutionary -experi-
ence was not lost;” mor: forgotten, nor
deformed. -
for all was not

the things of genius by the.
masses themselves in the most fiery, most
creative moments of the struggle.

In little things as well as big—whether
in such complex matters’ as the division
of labour among the members of the
Revolutionary Military Council or the
quick, snappy, friendly gesture exchanged
in . greeting between a Red Commander
and a soldier each busy and hurrying
somewhere—it all had to be drawn from
life, assimilated and returned as a norm
to. the masses for umiversal use.

And-wherever things weren’t moving, o
there was creaking, or bungling, one had

to. 'sense what was wrong, one had to

help, one had to pull, as the midwife pulls
out- the new-born babe during a difficult

- Cranes, "beams ‘of -burned. buildings,

birth.

One can be the most adept at articu-
lating, one can give to a new army a
rationally impeccable plastic form, and
nonetheless render its spirit frigid, permit
it to evaporate and remain incapable of
keeping this spirit alive within the
chicken-wire of juridical formulae. To pre-
vent this, one must be a great revolution-
'ist; one must possess the intuition of a
creator and an internal radio transmitter

of vast Qowea without which there is no
approaching the masses.

In the last analysis it is precisely this
revolutionary instinct which is the court
of highest sanction; which exactly purges
its new creative justice of all deeply hid-
den counter-revolutionary back-slidings.
It places its hand of violence upon the
deceitful formal justice in the name of the
highest, proletarian justice which does not
permit its elastic laws to ossify, to become
divorced from life and burden the
shoulders, of Red Army soldiers with
petty, aggravating, superfluous loads.

Trotsky possessed this intuitive sense.

In him the revolutionist was never
elbowed aside by the soldier, the military
leader, the commander. And when with
his inhuman, terrible voice he conironted

- a deserter, we stood in fear of him as one

of us, a great rebel who could crush and
slay anyone for base cowardice, for
treason not to the military but the world-
proletarian revolutionary cause.

It was. impossible for Trotsky to have
been a coward, for otherwise the con-
tempt of this extraordinary army would
have crushed him; and it could.never
have forgiven a weakling for the fraternal
blood of the 27 which sprayed its first
victory. :

A few days before the occupation of
Kazan by our troops Lev Davidovich had
to leave Svyazhsk; the news of the
attempt on Lenin’s life called him to
Moscow. But neither Savinkov's raid on
Svyazhsk, organized with great mastery by
the Social-Revolutionists, nor the attempt
to assassinate Lenin, undertaken by the
same party almost simultaneously with
Savinkov’s raid, could now halt the Red
Army. The final. wave of the offensive
engulfed Kazan.

On September 9 late at night the troops
were embarked on ships and by morning,
around 5.30, the clumsy many-decked

_transports, convoyed by torpedo boats, i
moved toward the piers of Kazan. It was "

strange to sail in moonlit twilight past
the half-demolished mill with a green
roof, behind which a White battery had
been located; past the half-burned
‘Delphin’, gutted and beached on the
deserted shore; past all the familiar river
bends, tongues of land, sandbanks and
inlets over which from dawn to evening
death had walked for so many weeks,
clouds of smoke had rolled, and golden
sheaves of artillery fire had flared.

We sailed with lights out in absolute
silence over the black, cold, smoothly
flowing Volga.

Aft of the stern, light foam on the dull
humming wake washed away by waves that
remember nothing and flow unconcernedly
to the Caspian Sea, And yet the place
through which the giant ship was at this
moment silently gliding had only yester-
day been a maelstrom ripped and ploughed
by wildly exploding shells. And here,

noiselessly w s wing the water from
which a slight mist curled upward into
the cold air, yesterday so many white
spumy fountains were rising; yesterday,
words of command were restlessly sound-
ing and slim torpedo boats were threading
their way through smoke and flames and a
rain of steel splinters, their hulls trem-
bling from the compressed impatience of
engines and from the recoil of their two-
gun batteries which fired once a minute
with a sound resembling iron hiccups.

" People were fring, scattering away
under the hail of down-clattering shells,
‘mopping up-the blood on the decks. . ..
And now everything is silent; the Volga
flows as it has flowed a thousand years
ago, as it will flow centuries from now.

We reached the piers without firing a
shot. The first flickers of dawn lit up the
sky. In the greyish-pink twilight, humped,
black, charred phantoms began to appear.
tered telegraph poles—all this seemed to
ha@@*mﬁm&mw?ggggndseemed
to have lost all capacity for feeling Tiké a
tree  with - twisted, withered branches.
Death’s kingdom washed by the icy roses
of the northern dawn.

And the deserted guns with their
muzzles uplifted resemble in the twilight
castdown figures, frozen in mute despair,
with heads propped up by bands cold and
wet with dew.

Fog. People began shivering from cold
and nervous tension: the air is permeated
with the odour of machine oil and tarred
rope. The gunner’s blue collar turns with
the movement of the body viewing in
amazement  the unpopulated, soundless
shore reposing in dead silence.

This is victory.

#go-a nightbird tipped
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SSEU Leaders Try To
Suppress Militant Ranks

BY AN SSEU MEMBER
At an emergency membership meeting on September 2, the
Hill leadership of the Social Service Employees Union, Local

371,
action be called off.

recommended to the membership that their militant work
This same recommendation had been

turned down by the Delegates Assembly two nights before.

The union leadership, desperately try-
ing to head off the militancy of the ranks,
used every trick in the book to make
a deal with the City and to destroy the
action. Using the old strike fear tac-
tics, Hill presented the crumbs he was
able to pick off Goldberg’'s plate as if
it were a big victory. He stated that the
City promised to hire 150 workers by
September 21,

hired. Plans for further staffing, how-
ever, would not be revealed until the
21st. Using the same threats as the City,

Hill told the ranks that if this deal were
not accepted, workers would be suspend-
ed, and a strike would ensue.

By modest estimations there "are at
least 330 uncovered caseloads in the

- department, as well as a caseload ave-

rage of well above 75. The union’s
original demands were for hiring to fill
all uncovered caseloads, and to bring the
average caseload down to 75, .

The City’'s offer obviously only seratches
the surface of the overwork situation in
the department. Both the City and Hill
are well aware of that simple fact. They
are also well aware of what their real
solution to that problem will be. They
plan to reveal that solution on September
21, It is clear that what Hill and the
-City have in mind is to put their thumb
in the dike wall until they come up with

 a new dike—reorganization. Hill isbiding

his time until the City announces its

- plans to release more staff by the re-

organization of several more centers.

cuT
As did the former president of the
SSEU, Hill cuts off any militant struggle
of the ranks when they threaten the in-
stitution of the City’s moneysaving re-
_organization scheme. This time,after a
‘referendum which passed this action by

. 12 to 1, and after 80-90% of the mem-

bership had already started the action,
the motion to suspend won by about 45
votes.

The motion specified that all actions
‘being carried on by the membership were
to.be suspended. Workers in some of the
more militant centers, however, are still
refusing to handle more than one pending
case per week, despite the suspension of
the work action.

. The central question facing staff, how-
ever, is still reorganization. Hill realizes
that he can’t pull this kind of trick for-
‘ever on staff. Workers are making the
connection hetween their bad working con-
ditions and reorganization, and Hillis going
to have to move Tagt:
a re}ectmn of the entire
by staff,
o be -présented to the ranks at contract
time in December as a fait accompli, so

" that the ranks will feel they cannot re-

.. move it from their new contract,

e
%,

T

Al\;‘i

vxewed a youn )

oA half

(In a recent article the Min-
neapolis Sunday Tribune pro- -
claimed,‘* It's corn harvesting
time,’” dnd then presented a

‘romanticised picture story of

workers on the job in a can-
ning factory. In an effort to
discover the reality behind the

illusory article, a Bulletin
reporter, Leo Russell, inter-
ker. fr«

Q. Where are you working now?
Gary: At .a canning factory.

Q. Could you tell me something about
your pay and the hours you work?

Gary: 1 work eleven hours & day, seven
days a week for $1.75 an hour straight
time—no extra pay for overtime. There
is no uniop here either. When I started
1:got two short breaks in the morning,
hour - for lunch, and two short
breaks in the afterncon. But now I get
one break in the morning and one in the

afternoon.

in addition tp the 150 just

‘Reorganization is going to have'

o Yﬁ@* i »"@@m

That is why it will be critical for the
membership of SSEU-371 to be really
prepared to take on Hill and the City
on September 21, when they announce
plans for the extention of reorganization.
The.membership must say that they will
accept no more deals in order to avoid
the hiring of more staff. - This is the
only way to" prepare for the 1971 con-
tract fight.

JUDGE VOIDS GET SET
VOTE IN PHILADELPHIA

BY A BULLETIN CORRESPONDENT

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 5-~The open
attempts to use racism against the trade
unions were given added drive this morn-
ing in Philadelphia. Judge Joseph Sloan
invalidated the August 28 election in
which Get Set workers, whoare mostly
black, voted for the PFT as their bar
gaining agent. A new election has been
scheduled for September 18, which comes
after the strike = deadline set by the
teachers’ union,

Just a couple of days prior to this
decision, the Board of Education an-
nounced the schools would be open and
available to those teachers who wanted
to scab as well as for those supporters
of community control who wished to take
over classes in lieu of the teachers.

One Quarter Oppose 241 Pact

BY A LOCAL 241 MEMBER

NEW YORK—Recently members of Local
241 of the Transport Workers Union voted
on a ‘‘memorandum of agreement’’ be-
tween the union and Columbia University.
The vote came out to 264 for and 113
against, with about one fourth of the
union membership abstaining from vot-
ing. These results show that despite all
the divisive and confusing tactics of the
O’'Bryan leadership, there was consider-
able opposition to the proposed contract
agreement.

The “memorandum of agreement’’ pro-
posed a wage increase of 25% over two
years for those who presently make less
than $3.00 an hour and of 20% for those
who make over $3.00. This is far below
the original union demand of 30% for
the first year of the contract and 20%
for the second. The other key demands
of a 35 hour week at 40 hours pay, 2
full escalator clause and an end to sub-
contracting of work previously done by
University employees were
away without a fight by the presentleader-
ship. What the ‘‘memorandum of agree~
ment’’ proposed on these essential issues
was an escalator clause effective on any
increase of the cost of living above 6%,
and that the University would ‘“‘notify”’
the union of any work to be subcontracted.
These are completely phony and of no
use .whatsoever for.t
mbia.

The present leadership of Local 241
headed by Jim O'Bryan, not only did not
prepare one bit for a serious fight with
the University but at every moment tried
to confuse and split the ranks. First of
all he suspended two militant shop ste-
wards, members of a rank and file group
called the Trades Council, which was
the group that drew up the original con-
tract proposals. The suspensions were

supposedly made because the group had-’

‘Community Control’ Threatens

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
PHILADELPHIA—The vote of parapro-
fessional and Get Set personnel in favor

of Philadelphia..Eederatitn 0dwkeaehors

qualxty education. The propaganda cam-
paign being conducted by the Board to
paint the union membership as a bunch
S o JabriGks:oam::

‘puts’ the union in an extremelv strong
bargaining position. First, this over-
whelming vote by employees mostly black
and underpaid exposes the racist lie that
the union seeks to represent only ‘‘white
professionals.”  Second, this mcreasad
support will enable the PF‘T to close down
the schools entirely if the Board of Ed*
ucation is determined to fight the union’s
struggle for better schools and working
conditions.

However the PFT leadership has not
indicated that it will use this strength.
It has already lowered its wage demands
and its agreement to extend the expira-
tion date of the contract indicates that it
is willing to compromise further,

As the Bulletin has reported, the Ameri-
can }"‘edemtum of Teachers’ nationalcon-
i Bdm s 2 nationwide
goal 20 mstructi nal "pericds
pupil cluss size provides a re al way to
fight for better schools. The fight for
“i2g ‘and 20" must. be faken up by all’

teachers who wish {0 be able to provide:

On The Job In A Minnesota Cannery

Q. What do you do on your job?

Gary: I stand on a platfdrm‘ 1 have to
watch the corn go by on a conveyor belt
all day, and pull off all the defective
ears:

Q. Have you ever been hurt on the job?

Gary: As a butcher, 1 got my fingers
in a meat saw. I got blood poisoning
twice and small cuts from time to time.
At the college cwervboﬂy got burned all
the time. A 3

. Q. Are. these typical of the jobs the
kids you know have?

Gary: Most of the kids I talk to of
my age get summer jobs in the canning
factories or in construction. The kids
that aren’t in school are usually stuck in
a factory someplace with no future and
pno chance for advancement.

Q. What was your reaction to Nixon's
invasion of Cambodia?

Gary: I was mad. Nixon lied—he didn’t
do what he said in the campaign.

Q. What did you think of the Kent
Btate murders?

stupid.

effectwely only by a fight for 20 and 20.
This does not mean that any compromise
wage settlement must be accepted The
teachers must push for decent wages to
maintain their standard of living.

The Board’s middle class allies in the
black community like Justice Dandridge
are helping to spread the racist accusa-
tions against the unjon. In an Inguirer
article last week the Judge advocated the
use of churches and other centers as
schools in the event of a strike. He
then called upon teachers to scab and
take over these classes. This is an

attempt to further depict the union as
insensitive to the needs of children.

The Young Workers Liberation League
of the Communist Party has taken a posi-
At

tion of supporting community control.

Susm Bournstein,a leader of the YWLL,

clearly indicated that her organization will

accepted some money from students during -
the Cambodia invasion-Kent State strike,
but in reaglity were made to eliminate
these two militants from the bargaining
committee. Besides this the léadership
has followed a conscious policy of di-
viding the skilled mentbers of the union
from the wunskilled, mainly maids and
janitors. This was done through the

“ acceptance of a higher wage increase

negotiated -

i

arkers at . Colv M

)

" racism in a fight for 20 and 20.

support church . ”st:hoois“ and scabbing

oimtands

for the unskilled workers instead of an
across the board increase, and by holding
separate meetings for these two groups
of workers. R

RANKS

Despite the completely undemocratic
way of proceeding of the leadership a
group of rank and file members of Local
.241 got together and issued a leaflet
calling on the membership to vote no
on the memorandum and demanding that
the vote be on the final written contract
and that there be an immediate mem-
bership meeting to discuss all the is~
sues  involved in the contract. These
demands, despite the vote in favor of the
memorandurm, still hold good and should
be fought for.

We should remember that this mem-,
orandum  of agreement is just that—a
memorandum, and that we should still
demmd to have a full membership meet-

ify the finsl written contract..
T 0 should be rejected and ne-
gotiatmns started again on the basis of
the following key demands:

®  An across-the-board wage increase
of 30% during the first year of the con-
tract and 20% during the second year.

@ A 15% (not 15¢) wage differential
for all night workers, -

& A 35 hour week with 40 houts pay.

® A-full escalator clause. i

® No subcontracting of work pre-
viously done by University employees.

Philly Teachers

a la Justice Dandridge. Another supporter
of this position said that it was .not a
clear ‘“workers-working class situation.”

saipheBeard would ‘HKe ‘nothing better in )

the event of a strike.

Robin Maisel, a leader of the Sociahst
Workers Party declared thathis organiza~
tjon will refuse to support the union and
will support the community ‘‘leaders’.
‘Teachers must reject this blatantoppor-
" tunism and take up the struggle against
As we
have stressed, ‘‘Community control” is
only a djis.guise to obscure the real cause
of schaol decay, the crisis of capitalism.
and the resuliing attack of the govern-
ment and employers against every gam of
the working class.

When asked about the struggle of Phila-
delphia teachers and community control,
a black sanitation worker said, “That is
unjon busting. We are 35% blaek and -

sthesesilkinds-or TROHES
This worker and many others, black and
white, are ready to fight against racism
as it is being used to divxde the workmg
class. : :

Picture above is from company pubhctty campaign rumanhc;zmg working in cannery ‘

Gary: Mad! I thought it was unjust and

i think the student movement is

needed because someone’s got to question
the government or else it’ll become a
dictatorship or something like that.

Q. 'What jobs have you had rince :

-

you finished bigh school? ;
"Gary: 1 was a butcher in a grocery L
store for a year :and a half. I made -
$2.00 an bour,  After that I was a cook.
in 'z college. 1 got paid by the mon
$350. . L had other similar jobs. . -
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"Salazar,

" citizens.”

I.a Raza

Umcla &

- Class Struggle

SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN

LOS ANGELES, September

2—Since Sunday, the bourgeois

‘newsmedia have mcreasmgly concentrated on the death and the

personality of slain Chicano journalist Ruben Salazar.

This

focus serves to direct attention away from the issue of police

repression. National Chicano

Moratorium Chairman Rosalio

Munoz himself contributed to this media smokescreen when in
his ‘press .conference on August 31, he declared that ‘““We are
deeply suspicious’’ about the. death of Salazar, because ‘““the
one man (Salazar) who could get our ideas across through the
mass media was the one man killed by the Sheriffs.’’

ALL
The struggle against the war can only
go forward around the demand.for Immed-
‘jate” withdrawal of All 'U.S. 'troops. from
Southeast: Asia., And the struggle against
repression cap-only go forward ‘with the

‘. policy ‘of the united front of all victims

of the repression. The National Chicano

:-Moratorium Committee must,
access to all records in orc
duct its own independent and public in-
vestigation. Neo faith in the judicial ap-
paratus whose police arm murdered Diaz
and Salazar!

In fact, a second person, Angel Gilberto
Diaz, died yesterday asa resultof multiple
gunshot wounds inflicted by Sheriff’s de-
puties during Saturday’s clashes.

Who  was Ruben Salazar? His boss,
KMEX-TV General Manager, Daniel Villa-
nueva described ‘him - as committed to
“progress for: La. Raza- through demo-
cratic institutions.”” The sad truth is that
whatever - his good intentions,
served, through his columns in the Los
: Angeles Times, to _keap Chicano militants

" tied to Democratic Party politicians such.
‘gs LA-City Councilman: Thomas; Bradley

and tied to trade union bureaucrats such
-as. Irvin P. Mazzei, wha is president of

clo.
Mazzel lauded Salazar for “estabhshmg
bridges between. (Mexican-Americans)and

the larger: community -to -ensure that-the ;-
4 institutions of ‘our society serve’all its
And Bradley joined with Sala-"

zar’s - bourgeois nationalist boss: Villa-
nueva in ¢alling for an investigation by
the * Justice Department of Saturday 5

- bloody events!

WEAKENED
’I‘he Natzonal 'Chicano Moratorium Com-
‘mittee is very much ‘weakened by its

R ‘{.'political alliances and perspectives. |

What dre the politics of the Chicano
Moratoriam? Two principal slogans were
advanced for’ Saturday’s - mobilization:
“Bring- our Carnales Home” and “Raz
81, Guerra Nol' .~ :

Instead of calling for Immedlate W1th-
‘drawaliof A0S, Troops
“Asia, the ‘firgt.-slogan singles

" population. And note: even relatively more -

than black people. Surely to make this

point in  relation to another oppressed.
minority within the working class is flatly
racist.

The “political alhances sought by the
leadership of the National Chicano Mora~
tonum Comrmttee also fully accord w1th

ir, at

iy s
the Peace and Freedom Party candidate
for Governor of California was referred
to as
is a Chicano! Also asserted at that
press conference was the aim of'ex-
tending the Texas La Raza Unida Party
to California. Just an hour ago, a news-
cast on radio station KMET announced
that La Raza Unida has called for a
Justice Department investigation of the
bloody events of August 29!

: MEXICO
At that press conference, Munoz appeal-
ed to President Diaz Ordaz of Mexico to
“‘call off his meeting with Nixon until
- the . murderers of Ruben Salazar are
brought - ‘to justice,”” . But why - should

police terror against Mexican workers,
nts, oppose the police

"in Ordaz’s own class interes Munoz

appeal is surely a reductio ad absurdum

of ‘his nationalist. non-class.viewpoint.

‘‘Gur candidate’’—just because he

Ordaz, 'whé has- repeatedly resorted to .

" claimed tha

Brutal Cops Terrorize
L.A.Chicano Community

SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN
LOS ANGELES, August 31, 3
P.M.” Forty-eight hours after
the outbreak of bloody clashes
between Chicano Moratorium de-
monstrators and Los Angeles
police agencies, LA County Sher-
iff’s deputies continued to seal off
and patrola 10 block stretchalong
Whittier Boulevard inthe heartof
‘the Chicano Community. And
fifty persons, including Rudolfo
(Corky) Gonzalez, head of the
‘Denver-based Crusade for Jus-
tice, remained in jail.
-The weekend of rioting andpolice terror
began during the interval between the con-

clusion of a peaceful 2 1/2 mile march
by nearly 20,000 Mexican-Americans mob-

ilized by the ‘National Chicano Moratorium

Committee and a scheduled rally in La- -
guna Park, the parade’s terminus in East
Los Angeles. Tear gas and clubs wielded
by 500 police and Sheriff’s deputies pre-
vented the post-parade rally from be-
ginning.

LIES

Accounts of events leading up to the
police assault upon the assembled crowd
conflict, but it is clear that the Mexican-~
American community should not expect
truth in  whatever ‘‘official”’ account
eventually issues from the LA County
Sheriff’s Department.

A press conference scheduled for -this

- morning by LA County Sheriff Peter J.
- Pitchess was cancelled because, said one

of Pitchess’ flunkies, ‘‘there have been
too many conflicting stories some from
our. own oﬁlcers ** The Shenff’s Depart-

Just he various stories’’!

LA police and Sheriff’s department
spokesmen also gave conflicting reports
of the arrest of Corky Gonzalez and the
murder of Ruben Salazar.

‘ ARREST :

Gonzalez and 25 of his staff members
and, supporters - were arrested after po-
lice stopped a flatbed truck in which
Gonzalez and his companions were trav-
elling. =

The LA police report given to the
press on Saturday night said that the
police stopped the truck ‘‘for a possible
traffic violation.’’ When police officers
approached the truck, the report said,
Gonzalez, .who ~was riding in -the.cab,-
‘was observed ‘Thiding a Tevolver under
the  floorboards. Everyone was then
ordered out of the truck and police con-

-ehing o

covered ‘two .22 caliber revolvei*s,“‘a
- large amount of ammunition,’”’ and a .38

led;.needs time- to.ad- .. -

caliber revolver from which two shells

had been fired.

But on Sunday, in a supplementary
report filed with the Police Department’s
Criminal Conspiracy Section, it was
claimed that all three weapons were fully
loaded and- that no additional ammuni-
tion was found!

When asked about the discrepancies,
Inspector John' Kinsling replied that he
would ‘‘neither confirm nor deny’’ the
assertion made in either of the two re-

- ports!

Gonzalez and his companions were book~
ed on suspicion of robbery. When asked
‘about that, Kinsling replied that the
robbery bookings were ‘‘just a routine
thing with the department’’! Gonzalez
was carrying $370 in cash. at the time of
his arrest ( crusade funds given to him
for travel expenses for him and his
family); and, said Kinsling, ‘‘Any time

we stop a traffic case and find that there

is a weapon in the car and that its
occupants have a sizable amount of money,
‘we - always book them for suspicion of
robbery.”’

SALAZAR

- Ruben Salazar was a well-known Chicano
journalist—a columnist - for the Los An-
geles Times and news director for the
L.A Spanish-language television station
KMEX. On Saturday night, Sheriff’s de-
puties reported that he had been found
dead on the floor of the Silver Dollar
Cafe ( a bar on Whittier Blvd.) with a
bullet wound in his head at 10:45 P.M.

Earlier that afternoon, according to
the Sheriff’s Department, deputies had
surrounded the Silver Dollar Cafe after
receiving a report that a man carrying a
gun was inside. The deputies reported
that they ordered those inside to evacuate
and then fired ‘‘tear gas but no bullets’”’
into the bar. )

day. Salazar had been killed by a pointed
tear gas shell 10 inches long and 1 1/2
inches in diameter which entered his left
temple. The projectile that killed Sala-
zar was, according to the Police Chemi-
cal Agents’ Manual ‘‘...designed and in-
tended. for use only against barricaded
criminals...”” Such projectiles are able
to penetrate a one-inch pine board at a
distance of 100 yards. It was indeed
true that the deputies had not fired bullets
into the cafe, but they had fired four such
tear gas projectiles through the open
front door of the bar!

-More of the truth was revealed this
afternoon at a press conference given by
Daniel Villaneuva, who as General Manager

-of TV station KMEX was Salazar’s boss.
Villanueva announced that he had received

four eyewitness accounts of the events

vat the Silver Dollar  Cafe. Not one of the
ved anyone enter the. caf@.--

es_ob

ot asserted that no
warnmg to clear the cafe was given.
After the deputies began firing tear gas

" shells into the bar, the patrons, including

Villanueva’s four wztnesses, fled through
the back door, They had seen Salazar
lymg on the floor with blood flowing from
his head; and upon encountering Sheriif’s
deputies stationed outside the rear en-
trance of the cafe, they informed the de-
puties that ‘Salazar lay injured ihside. The
depities refused fo go to Salazar’s aid or
to allow anyone to reenter the bar; all the
patrons were ordered to disperse. The four
witnesses then went to inform Villanueva.
Yillanueva said that he was informed of
the injury to Salazar at 5:45 P.M. Accord-
ing to Villanueva, he and other KMEX
executives placed 10 phone calls to the
Sheriff’s and LA Police Departments
during the next five hours, pleading with
them to enter the cafe and zive aid to
“Sadawmel: i T

‘Part of the truth emerged the mllowingu_..%?;;

JE——

S The ' word “carnales” is

and ‘means (roughly) ‘‘blood - - , N |

brothersu._Je ~only ‘soldiers ‘who are . ‘ » G = oo SR
L ter- : : ; e ;

members- of T:a'Razal Instead of coun At 1150 i1t 1O acfios bedie

w lidarity: with  the oAt )
‘ '?gxgimgﬁe Ii{%?\rzluotfotfot;dthe };J s/ policy s}atmn KPFK in Los Angeles ‘carried a a
" of  imperialist wars; the. second. slogan ll_ve vbmadcast‘-of &0 press conference it
counterposes “La Raza”, that is, “the = given by Ra‘saho Munoz, '_Chaxrman qf the fe
idea of racial-ethnic solidarity. o National Chicano Moratorium Committee. ! al
The major focus .given in statements Munoz“ asserted that the bloody eventsA o om
issued by the- National Chicanc. Mora~- .Were _;aused and px;?wked by the Sher-~' ki
torium Committee logically proceeds from ’ §ffsé.‘gllthout rteason‘ ?fm“‘?z ch{xr:ﬁzter-« m
its bourgeois, nationalist - perspective: : iﬁr ede ‘?svif " iﬁ;_fh poh‘:i ith I%ﬂd 1t
~ The statements focused on the:fact that Chie? Savie ei; K Ll z eéso, gy Qdm? o
Chicanos fight and die in Southeast® Asia = Syt \; gk .M‘ \ un yff‘ :ir ‘S}i ow
in numbers relatively much greater than » ed. 1% V'ioysftimﬂ € <§3;IOT S_li fee’ Wi g
the Mexican-American proportion of the Los Angeles Sheriff's Deputy aims shotgun into cafe where Ruben Salazar was kille ‘conspiracy to Qommz e riot. 4020
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BY EARL OWENS
SALINAS, CALIF.—Some of the lettuce plants have begun to

Salinas Farm Workers Face Scabs, Teamster Goons, Chavez Betrayal

*turn brown.
workers’ picket lines.
in the Salinas valley, signed a
Union. But the lettuce strike

The workers in the coolers are respecting the farm
The Inter-Harvest Co., largest grower

contract with the Farm Workers
continues. At stake is not only

i the Salinas Valley, but the unionization of the two million agri-

The Teamsters Union, which has had
the opportunity to organize farm workers
for many years but never did so, is
allowing itself to be used by the growers
to stop the organizing drive of the Farm
Workers Union. The growers signed con-
tracts with the Teamsters Union, contracts
which omitted a union hiring hall, vital
to farm workers who are exploited by
labor contractors and are forced to move

; from crop to crop, without asking' the
: farm workers. Nearly all the Salinas
Valley’s 7,000 workers decided which

union they wanted by walking out of the
fields the Iast week in August despite the
Teamsters contracts with .the growers.

Car caravans of Teamster goons cruise
the valley looking for picket lines to
attack. One Teamster said his weapon
fired ‘‘accidently’’ when rocks were thrown

cultural workers in the United States.

——ni

at him by pickets. He provided no ex-

planation as to why he was coming up to P

a picket line with a shotgun.

NON-VIOLENCE |

Cesar Chavez has little to say in his

speeches except that it is necessary for
farm workers to be ‘‘non-violent.”’ At
a rally in Salinas in the parking lot
next to union headquarters, he defended
the philosophy of non-violence on the
grounds that ‘‘From the churches much
money is coming...”’ Presumably, the
churches will not contribute money if
farm workers defend themselves.

This writer talked to one worker who
was carrying a railroad tie to protect
himself. He claimed his picket sign was
‘‘invisible.’”” Another worker earried a
tiny farm workers flag on top of his

The Trial Of ‘Siete de la Raza Is
~Attack On Working ClassYouth

- 7

huge railroad tie. Another worker smi[gc\i
and admitted he had ‘‘run”’
teamsters had come at him.
Some of the scabs in the fields are
Filipino, while most of the strikers are
Spanish speaking. The Farm Workers
Union has tended to become a union of
largely Spanish speaking workers, (the
cover of the union newspaper says: ‘“Viva
La Raza’’—Long Live the Race), and
religious fervour. Every meeting begins
with a benediction from a priest, although

when the

many farm workers are not particularly
. religious and there are many Protestant
- farm workers.

Rather than educating workers as to the
meaning of their struggle and extending
that struggle, the Chavez leadership em-
phasizes boycotts as =a substitute for
strike action and uses Catholicism to
provide the ideology. When his leader-
ship is threatened, Chavez resorts to
fasting in imitation of Ghandi, maintain-
ing leadership by playing on the farm
workers’ natural feelings of sympathy.

In Delano, many farm workers have
now begun to boycott mass and have
become justifiably cynical about Chavez’s
periodic fasts. If the Farm Workers
Union is to become a national union
rather than a Spanish-Ca?holic union,-the
control of the Catholic Church over the

- union will have.to be fought. \
Though ‘there has been no mention of it

in the press, in Watsonville, 20 miles
from Salinas, 1,000 workers have joined
the strike. Because most farm workers
‘‘follow the crops,’”’ picking lettuce in
Salinas, later on plums around San Jose,
grapes around Delano, the strike can
extend itself and become a general strike
if not thwarted by the union leaders.

Youth demonstrates for Farm Workers.

sees itself losing control of it, and then
call for a boycott. The leadership of
Chavez and his advisor Fred Ross must
be fought by the organization of a caucus
within the Farm Workers Union. Fred
Ross, together with Saul Alinsky, financed
by the Ford Foundation and the Midas
(Muffler) Foundation, have sabotaged every
struggle they have entered by tying the
working class to the Church and the

There is now danger that the Chavez Democratic Party under the cover of =
leadership will call off the strike if it left rhetoric.”
California AFL-CIO Demands
3 [
Nationalization Of Railroads
) BX %ULLEI‘WW@ER«Jeratamﬁfwa”mrfsthatfhe capital-
e SAN FR ANCISCO--The Calif- ists have planned for the trade ‘union
ornia AFL~CIO labor federation "°'e™ent
representing some 1,300,000 UNRUH
workers held its annual con- AI%’ ‘“"itef to Spga;‘ at the convention
: . was Democratic candidate for Governor,
: vention here last week. ~ The  jesse vnrun, Unruh, who is supported
; meeting comes in a period 0f by the AFL-CIO and the UAW among
great danger to the trade union pther :g“?;e““i‘ms’t?"plﬁ"f“hmhﬁsbﬁd“ ,
¥ . - convention that he een
; movement. In California un- 5 pior of jaw and order even before
employment is over 550,000, Ronald Reagan.
i the highest in 40 years. ‘‘Back in 1964, when Pat Brown had
i . . 2 thousand strikers arrested at Berkeley,
i Los Siete de la Raza (above), are on frameup ftrial for the death of policeman. At the same time major inroads are | SuPported that motion. I was talking
t ) being made by big businessmen against tough and voting tough an_d doing things wﬁ
i BY LUIS GUZMAN. based on‘‘Raza” (Race). WhiteandBlack union shops. In Los Angeles 2,000 print- Uke :;xr :hymf the ﬁrst anti-riot bill that ==
i SAN FRANCISCO—The triagl Vvouth face the same problems as Latin  ers, pressmen, and other unionists have F3SSed the Assembly when Ronald Reagan — ‘
¢ . P Pimnen. ,y youth—unemployment for youth in San  been on strike against the Hearst cor- &5 still selling for General E. and -
of the ‘‘Siete d&" 2al.0ere.  Franciseo 9m 25% to 35%. The poration’s Herald, Examiner.forover-two —~BaXIY .Goldwateril.ciwiits - A
Is an attack against youth; in "few jobs that are avaifible burely pay a - years. Most ot thoce Striis wervery  Make no mistake, the anti-riotact passed
- that Sénse it is a political trial. minimum wage. San Francisco, whichwas  have been forced to get other jobs while by Unruh and his cohorts and otl'fer re-

S ) i once considered a “‘union town'' is be-  the Herald Examiner continues to print. PTesSive measures now used primarily -
o “On May 1, 1969 policeman Joe Brodnik coming more and more non-ynion dueto the = i against the students and minorities will -
was killed. _The lethal bullet was ﬁred complacency of the labor bureaucracy. MEANY quickly be turned againstworkers matheirv{‘;‘-’ﬂ
{ - from a pistol owned by fellow policéman  Mayor Alioto, who shows his liberalism George Meany, President of the AFL- U0ions iu the coming period. The opposi-

, faul McGoran. The two policemen Were by naying shaken more hands than all  CIO and keymote speaker at the conven- 0D 10 those parties, politicians and laws
§ investigating a group of youth involved in  gther past mayors combined, is cutting  tion, pledged that no effective tight would  must be taken up now by the trade union
the ‘‘suspicious’’ act of carrying items city employment in all departments ex- be taken up against the attacks on the |‘ROVement in order for an effective de~
¢ from their car to a house. The Pro- copt the police department. trade union movement. ““We are going [°R5€ Against such betrayals.
; secution cIaxm_s there were seven boys ‘‘Community control’’ is not a solution g continue by tfraditional trade union S
involved, but witnesses give other figures,  either. It leaves out the question as to  actions to play our part in bringing a RAILROADS :
; and it seems likely that several of the  wng or whichclass will leadthe community.  better life to all of the people.’”” By The most important developnient in' the
defendants were not even in the vicinity.  The “Misson Coalition,’" a popular front  “‘traditional trade union actions’ Mr. fight against unemployment to =~ come
5 The prosecution claims that in .the alliance of churches, neighborhood clubs, Meany means that the AFL-CIO must forwaxrd at the convention was the demand
ccurse'of the arrest there was a fight  spd social c¢lubs tied in with the Demo- continue to support Democratic candi- = £or the nationalization "of-the/railrcads;
and policeman McGoran was knockeddown  cratic Party, is attempting to speak in  dates like Mayor Carl Stokes of Cleve- Presented by the Los Angeles County AFL~
! and his gun taken away frorq him...which ~ the name of the community. The *Mission  land who called out the National Guard - CIO un behalf of Operating Engineers#501,
: was then used to kill Brodnik. The de- Rehels,” a community house, part of the against striking Teamsters, and Mayor the resolution attempted to deal with the
fense points out that the defendantcharged  Mjgssion Coalition, exploits youthbyhaving  Joseph Alioto of San Francisco who pro~ collapse of the Penn Central and the con~
with the actual shooting, Gary Lescallett, them sell candy on a commission basis, . poses legislation to make it illegalfor city _tinuing attacks on railroad workers in the
had been knocked out by McGoran, and with the promoters taking most of the  workers to go on R v 8 Rudlroad workers faced with the
- could not have done the shooting. profits. ) RESRIE . ¥ R ; . ~ shutdown of less profitable short haul 5
B hiheEads e HOT San Frane il : “unem- “We are going to use the political and feeder line passenger service opera- i
-l cisco long ago decided the ‘‘Siete de la  ployed priests looking for congregations rights that we have as American citi- tions by the railroad companies, demand-
A e Raza’ were guilty and have slanted their ~ 4nd War on Poverty organizers trying 10 zens.. And quite simply, the basis for ed in the resolution that the federal
““articles accordingly. It appears that what Justify their salaries, must be fought. that is whaf it was back in the days of government manage and finance the up-
actually happened was that policeman Mc- . The ‘defense ‘ecommittee of the “Siete de  Samuel Gompers. 'We are going to sup~ keep and rebuilding of the nation’s rail-
Goran accidently killed policeman Brodnik  la Raza’’ has fallen into the trap, however, port our friends and try to defeat our Troads. -
and covered up the accident by blaming of allying itself with this coalition instead enemies.”’ v

it ‘on the youth. If this appears far-
fetched, it can be pointed out that right
after Brodnik was killed, a search was
-~ .made throughout the aeighborhood for the
killers; at one point it seemed the killers
had been found... the *‘killer' turned out
¢ to be one policeman shooting at another
¢ policeman, each believing that the other

| ''Siete de la Raza’-but it must not be

of allying itself with the working class
and the unions who are under attack as
well:

The trial of the “‘Siete de la Raza’’
has politicized thousands of Latino youth
in San Francisco. But they will be led
back into the Democratic Party unless a
political struggle is wagedagainst ‘““Raza®™

We ask Mr. Meany if those who call
for wage controls, strike breaking, and
wage cuts are considered your friends.
As for the days of Samuel Gompers,
we say that the capitalists and their
parties, the Democrats and Republicans,
are now preparing the groundwork for
the elimination of those political rights.

Black Panthers and others is on}y a

Whatever its inadequacies the railroad
resolution points the way forward for the
labor movement. What labor must in-
creasingly realize is that it faces the
bankruptey not just of the railroads but
of the entire economic system. What is
required is the construction of a labor 5
‘&arty which will cemter ‘its struggle on '

e

nationalization of all basic industry %

i was the killer! or Brown capitalists, the priests who are The recent anti-red campaigns and SO that the great industria} might of i
. A struggle must be made to defend their agents, and ‘‘popular front’” alliances  political frameups conducted against-the Americas can be used for the good of all -
with them.

ngd apt the enrichment.of a few.’ :
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BY LOU BELKIN

‘““Cleaver’’, the film expert-
ly edited,
by William Klein with expert
assistance from Godard’s edi-
tors, Suilline and Chambois, is
a scathing soft-color interview
with Eldridge Cleaver while in
exile, in Algeria in order to
attend the Pan African Congress
held early in 1970.

Interspersed with the photo--

graphic essay are cut-aways
to brutal location scenes of
Chicago 1968, the murder of
Fred Hampton, the torture and
massacre of Vietnamese by
American soldiers, the Mc-
Clellan hearings in Washington,
along with sardonic Godard-
like titles and caricatures of

Alioto, TReagan, Nixon and
Johnson.

But the star of the picture is indeed
Cleaver himself, a charismatic figure
whose very presence radiates compelling
interest. What he does and says, to
whom he speaks, his thoughts on ‘the -
Panthers and on Babylon (America),
combine wit, frustration, rhetoric, and
an abysmal contempt for theory. It is
only recently that articles have appeared
and- will appear, from the pens of those
like Cleaver, which preach either the
liberation of ‘‘the black nation’’ or mass

race warfare.
REACTIONARY
The picture provides aninsight into the
reactionary aspects, not simply of black
nationalism, but of bourgeois national
liberation ‘'movements and their spokes-
men. Not once, not a single time_ during
86 minutes does Cleaver.:or the others
attending the Pan African Congress talk
about the struggle of the international
working class, about a program for
struggle, or about the role of the Tevolu-
tionary party
CUFIrst)
Cleaver walking amidst the*slumlike
desolation of North Africa, of ‘‘socialist
Algeria’’, after Ben Bella was overthrown
by Boum ed1enne and thousands oflibera-
tion fighters killed by the military junta.
It is this junta that has, in fact, per-
mitted French capital to once more
assume an overt role in running the
Algerian economy, completely stagnat-
ing,” resulting in the piteous squalor
that Cleaver basks in. - His rhetoric
is characteristic of the petty-bourgeoi§

nationalist, = mumbo-jumbo Marxist

phraseology mixed with the most viru-

lent sort of racial.separatism.

Kiein, the director, is always close-

- up - on' Cleaver, either in one or two

: shots with  Scheer, editor of Ramparts
‘'or with some of the African nationalist
leaders.

shot and directed

inTeTHtion i to- KTpErial wetseer ﬂf'

A cinjrisi Sldlinism
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registration: $5

‘Cleaver’ Is Porirait
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REVIEWED BY
LOU BELKIN

Of Bankrupt Nationalism

to the .reactionary black nationalism
preached by Cleaver who in fact set the
stage for massive betrayals of African
workers and peasants.

THROWBACK

These are all racial separatists intheir
own way a throwback to the 19th century
African “Uncle Toms®’, people like Edward
Blyden, Alexander Crummel and James
Africanus Horton. The pre-Garvian na-
tionalists had a profound influence on
Nkrumah and Azikwe and, indirectly on
Cleaver’s ‘‘brothers’’ in the Pan-African
Congress, all of whom negate the role of
the Marxist party guided by revolutionary
theory and the role played by the working

class in the colonial struggle.

In that sense, like Cleaver; they are
heroic guerrillas, with support among

%&%e W@%W%e ‘gg%ﬁ% =

thﬁ peas

and in that

‘While they are defended by Marxlsts
and advanced sections of workers, they
pose a grave danger {for.the working
class movement, and may easily be co-
opted by the Stalinist bureaucracy and
the imperialists because of their class
roles.

CLEAVER

Much of the film deals with the Black
Panther Party and Cleaver’s relation-
ship to it. Although our protagonist is
at great pains to decry those blacks
whose racialism is used by the “im-
perialists’’ to divide white and black
people, it is clear that the Panther pro-
gram and the Panther missian 1s the
“‘liberation of the black ; !
sense, rhetoric 't the ‘contrary about
uniting with militant whites, the real

MIDWESTERN REGIONAL
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

30 YEARS SINCE THE ASSASSINATION OF l.DJROTSIY

low tosf uumuadnﬁus

" ‘breakfast program to the community, the
. ghetto, which Cleaver, in & conveisation ..

< the monntaips.”’ .

LECTURER: TIM WOHL FORTH

FILMS -SOCIAL - DISCUSSIONS

scl'.-SIllI. OC'O 3' . Io AM"S PM S
Madison, Wisconsin (YMCA)

danger of racial separatism is posed.

For these militants the subjective
““struggle = against the ‘pigs,’’” the’
fascist state,’”’ the ‘‘mother country’’ as-
sume the most idealist, confused and
contradictory forms, At one..point the
hand-held camera focuses a big tlose~
up on Cleaver, who declares that ““The
Black Panther Party has put the struggle -.
of our people on a for-real level...””, .. ™.

- ‘“We confront the oppressor with the

negation of everything about him, his
entire system...”” ‘‘...our freedom can
only be based upon the negation of the
system of oppression and since our strug-
gle is now on that level, we must deal
with it on those terms.”’

Cleaver pragmatically takes a phrase
from Marx here, a turn from Malcolm
there, a  twist from C. Wright Mills
here, ‘2 slice of Mao there, to com-
pletely obscure the class nature of im-
perialism, focusing instead on the op-
pression by white people of black people,
and what will ““work’’ for black people.

REFORMIST -
The Panthers offer 4 reformist free

with Scheer, descrlbes as ‘‘an interme- -
diary stage before the gun-battles, re-.
miniscent of speeches and projects prof-
fered up by Fldel before he went mto

For Cleaver the Panther 10 pomt pre-p,.
gram, which addresses itself entirely to
the black community, will suffice. At
another point in the film, Cleaver sees
the importance of the link-up with poor
whites. At still another heroic moment
Cleaver explicitly states that the Pan-
thers are not the only revolutionary par-
ty possible in America. And never does
this articulate exile get away from Am-
erica.

He decries those at the Ccmgress who
try io tell the Panthers how to conduct
their struggle, as surely the Panthers
would' not tell the Vietnamese or Angolans
how 1o conduct theirs. Everything is so:
neatly compartmentalized, and the mm,
through the use of Godard-like red and-
white titles (‘*‘Le -Chinoise’ etc.) com-.
parimentalizes Cleaver.

. _PARADOX
erhaps the greatest paradox about this~

film is that it is being widely shown in :
commercial theaters and got rave re- . o
views in the bourgeois press at the very
same  time as the Black Panthers are
being shot down in the streets and their
judicial  murders prepared. However -
having seen the film, it is clear the
American rulers do- not fear the ideology -
of a Cleaver but rather the tremendous
movement of the working class. which
lies- behind the development of the Pan-
thers. This movement requires the de~ ..
fense of the Panthers, but it alsc re--
guires a program which BOES beyond-
the Panthers, ’ S

This film, since it concentrates on
Cleaver and his views rather than the '
* which -underlie -this” de-~
velopment is essentially a dangerous S
and reactionary fitm. : ‘

««««««
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