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INFLATIONROBS WAGES
OBS NEXT

BY DENNIS O’'CASEY

Recession and unemployment - this was the
strategy mapped out by 300 leading bankers and
monetary officials at last week’s 16th annual
meeting of the American Bankers Association
in Copenhagen for the next stage in their war
against the American and international working
class.

The Copenhagen meeting and the views put
forward there by such leading American econo-
mic lights as William McChesney Martin, David
Kennedy, Paul McCracken, and Henry S. Reuss
must above all been seen within the context of
the fact that the international monetary system
is now teetering on the very edge of collapse.
In particular it must be understood that this
meeting takes place when the devaluation of the
French franc and the British pound in the im-
mediate period is taken as a foregone conclu-
sion.

o, .y . b 3 - If there is any question in relation to these
7,000 LEYLAND AUTO WORKERS VOTE UNANIMOUSLY TO STRIKE currencies, it is merely a matter of whether

Pompidou, the banker, who favored devaluation

of the franc from the outset, will devalue uni-
"l battle of the soudmcks was snderway

( CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO )
posing two contrary lines for the struggle
of the british workers in the coming peried”

ON THE SPOT REPORT FROM FRANCE

"“every spare inch of wall space was covered in election posters--large photos of pompidow, poher, duclos

...fresh red bammers of the communist party calling for abstention in the second rownd were plastered

across the pompidov and poher posters”
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laterally upon pulling together this cabinet there-
by bringing down the pound or whether the whole
matter will be postponed uftil after the German
elections in September. The latter will raise
the prospect for a multi-lateral adjustment in-
volving the devaluation of the pound and franc
combined with a revaluation of the mark.

STRATEGY
If the Americans have a strategy in all this

it is to let these currencies fall as they may
while protecting at least for the time being the
parity of the dollar, The Americans as well
as their international counterparts know full well
that the next period in the history of the United
States and Western Europe must inevitably be
one of sharp contradictions within their respec-
tive economies, sharper inter-capitalist rivalry
and class war,

This they know is equally to be the case
whether they permit the present unprecedented
inflationary wave to run its course right up
to the final monetary cataclysm and wave of de-
valuations which would in any case itself engen-
der a collapse of world trade and investment or
whether they induce recession now in order to
temporarily hold back the collapse.

The matter, however, has gone beyond the
point of salvaging the European currencies. All
that is really left for the capitalists is to seek
to ease the transition into the next period of
world recession by fighting to maintain at least
the key international currency -- the U.S. dol-
lar. If the dollar falls it will mean the most
unbearable dislocations, an out and out crack up
in the world economy. '

Wwhile the dollar cannot withstand the impact of
European devaluation for long, Nixon’s strategy
is clearly to hold out as long as possible. This
is why the American ruling class, at least its
banking section which Nixon represents, has gone
over to sharp fiscal and monetary restraint. This
has resulted in a U.S. bank rate of 8 1/2% and
has driven Eurodollars to the astronomical high
of 13% under pressure of some $9 billion from
this capital pool being driven home to credit
hungry customers in the last three months.

CREDIT CRUNCH
What Nixon seeks toachieve by strangling credit

within the U.S, is an induced recession combined
with unemployment, Recession inthe U.,S.,because
it means unemployment, is precisely what Nixon
requires to push the working class back to a
wage level that will make American goods com-
petitive with a European economy which has un-
dergone devaluation.

For all the rumblings in recent weeks about
the imposition of wage and price controls in the
U.S., Nixon is not fool enough to attack a fully
employed American labor movement in the height
of what is still in many ways a boom economy,
This is combined with a rather unstable poli-
tical situation in the major parties. There is

no shorter road to the American May-June and the

a conference of stalinism in disarray

BY FRED MUELLER
From June 5 to 17 the long
awaited Conference of Com-

munish and Workers’ Parties
took place in Moscow. This

since 1960.
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conference of 75 parties was
the first international gather-
ing of the Stalinist parties

The Kremlin bureaucracy

throwing up of an American labor party and Nixon
knows it. Not only Nixon is aware of this but
the Congress is in no mind to let such legisla-
tion be passed now even if it is introduced.

On the contrary Nixon can only begin to push
back the American workers by introducing meas-
ures which need no legislation, no congressional
approval that lead to recession and unemploy-

ment, the beginning of the rotting away of a sec-
tion of the American working class, its trans-

formation into a scab force and a permanent
army of unemployed that can be pitted against
employed workers.

This, of course, is exactly what Nixon is doing.
At the beginning of this year Nixon announced
that unemployment in the U.S. was to rise 1%
in 1969, Although this is not yet reflected in the
official figures, the pressure in the direction of
attrition of jobs in public employment and plant
closures like those cutting back 10,000 jobs in
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft and 20,000 jobs in
other aerospace projects are already being felt.

PAIN

It is now admitted the conjunctural and struc-
tural unemployment may now take a far greater
toll than the 1% projection. The Copenhagen con-
ference for its part made clear that the bankers
are prepared to go much further than Nixon,
which of course only indicates that Nixon is pre-
pared to go much further than he has thus far
stated.

Thus William McChesney Martin, Chairman of
the U.S, Federal Reserve Board, filled with gloom
over the prospects that present measures would
prove ineffective in curbing inflation, statedbefore
the conference ‘“There will be a good deal of
pain and suffering before we resolve this thing
(inflation).”” He then went on to propose certain
additional measures centering on the call for
voluntary credit controls whereby banks would
make credit unavailable at any price and even
advocated an upward revision of the 10% sur-
charge. Martin further raised the possibility
of wage and price controls, more as a threat
than as a real alternative.

At the same time Martin hit the nub of the
question when he said that fundamentally the
“‘basic problem is political rather than economic
dominance of monetary policy.’’

Behind this remark was of course the clear
recognition that a section of the American bour-
geoisie is directly threatened by these policies.
This section has most recently come forward in
opposition to the extension of the 10% surcharge
within the Congress and will inevitably grow more
strident as the recessionary trend within the eco-
nomy takes grip. Recession is aimed not only
‘at pushing back the working class through un-
employment but at liquidating whole sections of
small and backward capital. Recession means
for these sections either bankruptcy as the big
monopolies and conglomerates move in on their
markets or their incorporation into these giants
as big business and the banks centralize and con-
centrate their operations through mergers, which

and its allies continue to clo-
the themselves in the tradi-
tions and terminology of the
Russian Revolution, but they

have about as much to do lition

with revolutionary struggle as
Harold wilson, Willy Brandt
or Golda Meir,
Social-Democratic or
regimes in England,
West Germany and Israel.
The 11th Congress of the

are now at an all time peak, and automation.
All these measures are to prepare big capital
for the economic war with Europe that is about
to shift into high gear.

At the same time it is by no means taken for
granted that the American working class which
has known nothing but relatively full employment
since 1939 is prepared to take unemployment lightly.
Thus the recession policy is going to require
a fight which holds forth big political upheavals.

However much the U,S, initially succeeds inpre-
serving itself at the expense of Europe, the
destruction of the European economy which the
drive to stabilize the U,S, economy is already
precipitating, must lead to the collapse of the
U.S. itself. Today even more than in the 1930’s
when the prostration of Europe and the removal of
its markets led to a decade of depression the
fate of the United States economy is completely
intertwined with the fate of the European economy.
American investment in Europe represents a capital
aggregate third only to the total holdings of the
United States and the USSR. The development of
rivalry between Europe and America can only
lead both down the path of a downward spiral
towards decline and depression and ever more
vicious phases of class struggle leading to the

victory of socialism or fascism.
The question posed now before the workers of

Europe and America is not only defense against
each blow launched by the ruling class but es-
pecially the fight for power around a socialist
program which provides the way out of the crisis.

Within the United States the sharpest struggle
must be waged on the issues of the erosion of
wages through inflation which even the wall Street
Journal now admits can be expected to continue
a four year downward trend for another several
years. Simultaneously the working class must
be prepared in the immediate future for a sharp
turn in the economic situation with unemployment
emerging as the key weapon in the hand of the
bourgeoisie.

NATIONALIZATION

The demands for a full escalator clause andthe
thirty hour week take on new meaning inthis battle
against inflation and unemployment. But more is
required. The absolutely criminal recklessness
of the big bankers and financial wizards in the
Federal Reserve whose financial manipulations
will force millions out of work demand that we
fight for the nationalization of the banking and
credit establishments throughout the country., we
must expose the complete anarchy and despotism
of these institutions and demand their subjection
to the rational control of the working class.

At the same time the imminent threat of whole-~'
sale plant closures and resultant unemployment
likewise raises the necessity more forcefully than
at any time in the whole postwar period that such
firms be nationalized under workers control, the
gates opened, the products used for the needs of
the working people. This is the program which
we propose as absolutely central in the fight for
a labor party in the United States.

dition to the Chinese and Al-
banian CPs, the CPs of North
Korea, North and South Viet-
Coa- pam  and Yugoslavia, and
some other parties were pres-
ent only as observers. It
is significant that none of

leaders of
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Second International brought
Wilson, Brandt, Meir and
others of similar stripe to-
gether in London at approx-
imately the same time as the
pro-Moscow parties were me-
eting. Both the Second and
the Third Internationals are
dead, the Third having been
formally dissolved in 1943,
Both Social-Democracy and
Stalinism remain extremely
powerful bureaucracies, dom-
inating the working class
movement, Neither, however,
can exist as a real interna-
tional movement, precisely
because they have long ago
capitulated to nationalism and
to world imperialism,

Absent from the proceed-
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the leaderships, which, des-
pite their Stalinist training
have been forced to play a
role in revolutionary uphea-
vals attended the Moscow
Conference.

The bureaucrats meeting in
Moscow, for all the talk of
leading the working class and
the anti-imperialist struggle,
did not include even a single
party or group with any ac-
tual record of leadinga strug-
gle against imperialism any-
where. In particular the ab-
sence of the Vietnamese ex-
posed the Moscow traitors,
in spite of their lying claims
of aiding and guiding the Viet-
namese and other colonial

struggles. . I
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JOHN L LEWIS 1880-1969

BY DAN FRIED

On June 11, at the age of 89, John L. Lewis
died. Lewis began his involvement in the Amer-
ican labor movement at the age of 15 as a min-
er, was President of the United Mine Workers
of America from 1920 to 1960 and then was Pres-
ident Emeritus until his death. Lewis was an
early protege and disciple of Samuel Gompers
who was the first President of the AFL and the
man most identified with the old, narrow craft
unionism that predominated in America up to
the founding of the CIO. But Lewis broke with
the craft unionism of Gompers and his heirs
in the AFL to become the founder and first Pres-
ident of the CIO which represented the industrial
and mass production workers of the United States
from the mines, to auto, to steel, to maritime.

CONTRADICTION

Lewis represents all the contradictions of the
history of the American labor movement. He
reflected both the power and the struggles of
rank and file workers and at the same time,
the conservativism and narrowness of the bur-
earucracy that controls the trade unions and sits
on top of the working class. Lewis was adored
and worshipped by millions of miners and trade
unionists. He was also despised and fought by
many trade union militants, He was maligned
and damned by capitalists and their political stooges
and pictured as an unparallelled ogre by the
pundits of the press, especially during the war
and post-war period when he repeatedly stood
up and defied government interference and court
injunctions. Yet, when he announced his retire-
ment as UMW President in 1959, the millionaire
coal operators could, in all sincerity, express
their profoundest regret and praise him for his
‘outstanding ability’ and as ‘an extraordinarily fine
person.’

This respectful admiration for Lewis on the
part of the bosses--an admiration which devel-
oped especially in his later years when he coop-
erated with the mine owners’ introduction of new
labor saving technology--was a far cry from the
hysterical raging at Lewis by the capitalists and
their political hangers-on as a ‘traitor’, as ‘a
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LITTLE STEEL STRIKE: HUNDREDS OF WORKERS WERE JAILED, BEATEN, AND MURDERED IN MEMORIAL DAY MASSACRE

Hitler’ in 1943, This was during the national
soft coal strike in the spring of 1943. Lewis’
defiance of the government wage freeze and the
labor bureaucrats no-strike pledge set him apart
from the other bureaucrats such as William Green
of the AFL, Phillip Murray and Walter Reuther
of the CIO and especially from those bureaucrats
such as Curran and Bridges who followed the
Stalinist line of all out patriotism and support to
the wage freeze and no-strike pledge. '

HYSTERIA

During the strike which was the largest single
strike of any kind inthe U.S. up to that time, a lynch
spirit of super patriotism was whipped up with the
press reporting statements such as this by an Air
Force Colonel: ‘I know I could do one service--
this service would be the destruction with six fifty
caliber machine guns on an American fighter plane
of John L, Lewis...” But the miners stuck to their
guns, united and determined in the face of this type
of hysteria. They answered Roosevelt’s threats
to bring in troops with, ‘You can’t dig coal with
bayonets’. They answered Roosevelt’s threats to

draft the strlkers into the Army- and make them -

work as military conscrlpts with a defiant contin-

uation of the strike even though Lewis had asked
them to return to work.

Lewis was renowned as an eloquent and dra-
matic spokesman for the militance of the miners.
But behind this was the simple eloquence of a
veteran miner who spoke of Roosevelt’s threats as
follows: ‘Going into a mine is no easy thing.
Every time you go in, you never know if you’re
coming out. If they want to pass such a law on
us men, let ‘em pass it. We’ve worked in these
mines and risked our lives and damned near at
times had to eat grass and frozen apples to stay
alive. But we’re still living and we’re still fight-
ing.’

clo

The stubborn militancy of the rank and file,
which is usually ignored by the writers of Lewis’
obituaries in the capitalist press, was the real
force upon which Lewis could defy the government
and lead four soft coal strikes during the war and
continue his policy of seeking to maintain labor’s
independence from government control after the
war when he refused to sign the Taft Hartley non-
Communist affidavit. In the same way, the mass
upsurge of the industrial working class lay behind
Lewis’ decision to break with the AFL and set
up the CIO in 1935. To read the capitalist press,
one would think that Lewis, the individual, orig-
inated the sit-down strikes that built the Auto
workers Union, and created the CIO. But the CIO
as a form that Lewis set up, evolved out of mass
struggles in maritime, coal, trucking, rubber and
auto, the likes of which this country had never
seen, Through this whole period, Lewis had the
shrewdness and the sensitivity to employ count-
less Communist and Socialist organizers and to
latch on to the mass strikes that often were led
by members of the various radical parties.

The organization of the most powerful and
dynamic section of the CIO, the United Automobile
Workers, took place independently of and in the
face of Lewis’ naive reliance on Roosevelt to
help with the organization of the auto workers.
While Lewis and the head of U.S. Steel engaged
in secret negotiations, and the CI1O poured massive
manpower and money into the attempt to organ-

ize the Steelworkers independently of rank and
file leadership--the sit-down strikes by the auto
workers who had been largely ignored by Lewis
erupted. The organization of the United Auto
Workers was the greatest shot in the arm for
the CIO.

Lewis had given his all for the re-election of
Roosevelt in 1936, and in return for this Gompers-
ite policy of ’'reward your friends and punish
your enemies’, actually believed that the workers
should and would get something in return., This
flowed from Lewis’ lifelong profound acceptance of
and belief in the capitalist economic system and
its political apparatus. At his best, Lewis could
defy the government and even go to jail but he
bounced around in a futile but disastrous search
for ‘friends of labor’ among the bourgeois pol-
iticians of the Democratic and Republican Parties.
Even during those periods when he couldn’t see any
friends, he still clung to this framework and opposed
any movement for an independent labor party,

Despite Lewis’ trust in Roosevelt during the
Flint sit-downs, and despite Roosevelt’s every ef-

. fort .to get the workers out of the plants G. M(
While the

was forced to recognize’ "the “union,

evaluation

of the man; |
his times,

our times and
today’s tasks

workers could win at GM despite the policy of
reliance on Roosevelt, this reliance proved dis-
astrous in the 1937 ‘¢Little Steel Strike’ when the
armed forces of the Democratic ‘friends of labor’ -~
the henchmen of Roosevelt himself--jailed, shot
and massacred hundreds of striking steel workers.
The bloodshed culminated in the Memorial Day Mas-
sacre of Republic Steel workers in Chicago at the
hands of ‘New Deal’ Chicago Mayor Kelly’s cops.
Roosevelt answered the pleas of Lewis’ lieuten-
ant, Phillip Murray, to save the Little Steel Strike
with the famous quote from Shakespeare’s Romeo
and Juliet, ‘A plague on both your houses’.

At this point Lewis felt forced to speak out
against Roosevelt’s strike breaking statement,
denouncing Roosevelt with the words: ‘Labor, like
Israel, has many sorrows. Its women weep for
their fallen and they lament for the future of the
children of the race. It ill behooves one who
has supped at labor’s table and who has been shelt-
ered in labor’s house to curse with equal fervor
and fine impartiality both labor and its adver-
saries when theybecome locked in deadly embrace.’
But, Lewis’ grandiloquent, biblical rhetoric not-
withstanding, the Little Steel Strike went down to
bloody defeat, the CIO was heldback, and the forces
of fascism and conservative trade unionleadership
were strengthened as a result. Lewis opposed
Roosevelt in words but in deeds he still contin-
ued to support him and the New Deal. Only in
1940 did he break with FDR, taking up the equally
bankrupt policy of supporting the Republican can-
didate for President, Wendell Wilkie.

PIONEER

There is no doubt that John L. Lewis stood
out among trade union bureaucrats for his pioneer
role in the founding of the CIO and for his resis-
tance to government union busting. But when the
employers praised him as ‘a fine man’ they have
in mind the ‘pioneering’ role that Lewis played in
cooperating with the coal bosses in the mechan-
ization of the coal mines, allowing the elimin-
ation of hundreds of thousands of miners’ jobs
since the post-war period. He said that not only
was the UMW in favor of new technology but brag -
ged that ‘we invented the idea’. This idea meant
that in 1952 the soft coal bosses could produ::a
more than double the amount of coal out of the
same number of mines as in1922, This also meant,
however, not only a tremendous reduction of the
number of miners, but a real erosion of the power
of the United Mine Workers.

Lewis pioneered in cooperating with the bosses
in the elimination of jobs~-in exchange for high
wages and excellent health and welfare benefits.
This is the same approachthat was shoveddown the
throats of the west coast longshoremen by Harry
Bridges, is being instituted on the East Coast
by the Gleason leadership of the ILA, has taken
root among city employees in New York and
poses a threat to workers’ jobs from one end of
industry to the other.

Automation, and the hazard of unsafe conditions
are more than ever before the issues over which
rank and file revolts are raging in the UMW today,
under the ‘leadership’ of Lewis’ hand picked suc~
cessor, W.A.(Tony)Boyle. Boyle’s dictatorial prac-
tices in putting down these revolts are inherited
directly from his immensely more illustrious, but
equally bureaucratic predecessor.

Even during the most heroic moments of Lewis’
career when he lashed out with righteous indig-
nation at the foes of the working man, Lewis
never fought for a real break with those foes,
a break which would have required a fight for
the formation of a labor party. This same policy
of political class collaboration, based on a nar-
row pragmatic syndicalist approach, was simply
the fore-runner of his later open class collabor-
ation with the coal bosses devoid of the earlier
element of trade union militancy. The lesson
for trade unionists today is that even great class
victories by the working class cannot be sustained
and will inevitably give way to defeat without a
polmcal struggle- agamst pnagmausm and.Rrarrow
‘trade union syndicdMishi, ¢ <
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WHILE NIXON HOPES FOR WITHDRAW AL

Wwhile thousands of Viet-
namese and Americans die
each day on the battlefield
President Nixon is hoping and
dreaming. Piqued by Clark
Clifford’s proposal to with-
draw 100,000 combat troops
this year and the rest by next
year, Nixon stated: ‘‘I hope
that we could beat Mr. Clif-
ford’s timetable...”’

Everyone started interpre-
ting Nixon’s “‘hope’’ as a

TEAR GAS OVER BERKELEY

Mr. Nixon last week ob-
ligingly agreed to ‘‘review”’
the government’s chemical
and biological warfare pro-
gram, This project which
would make the Nazi’s lab-
oratories look like high school
chemistry labs has been kept
in the deepest secrecy. The
upcoming study has been the
result of universal outcry set
off after the ‘‘leak’’ of some
of these murderous chemi-
cals.

Just over a year ago 6,000
sheep were found dead in Utah
in a valley near the Army’s
Dugway Proving Grounds.
The cause of death-- a lethal
gas known as VX, Had the
shift of the wind that carried
this gas ( a drop of which
will kill a man) to the valley
had been to the east rather

U.S. INPERIALISTS DEMAND VIETCONG SURRENDER TO PUPPET THIEU

pledge and the State Depart-
ment had to intervene to make
it absolutely clear that all
it was was a ‘‘hope’’ and a
very faint one at that. So
Nixon’s own attempt to de-
mogogically cover himself on-
ly revealed once again the
completely phony character of
the small troop withdrawal
he has so far made.

In the meantime Nixdn’s
Brain Trust is hard at work

than the north, it would have
meant the death of any num-
ber of travellers onU.,S, high-
way 40, More recently it
was revealed that the Army
intended to ship 800 freight
cars filled with obsolete but
poisonous gas across the
country and dump it into the
Atlantic Ocean. One could
only speculate about the poss-
ible disastrous result to sum-
mer beachgoers.

This carelessness, how-
ever, is only a small part of
the problem, The U.S. gov-
ernment now spends 350 mil-
lion dollars a year to develop
these deadly weapons to pro-
tect imperialism’s rule. It
has been revealed that the
Army has developed and
stockpiled enough chemicals
to destroy the entire popula-
tion on the face of the earth.

STOCKPILE

The stockpile includes i-
tems from nonlethal irritants
such as tear gas to lethal
irritants such as blistering
gases, choking gases, and
nerve gases that paralyze the
nervous system, It was the
latter which killed the sheep
in - The army is also
developing biological agents
including Anthrax, a bacter-
ial lung infection that can be
fatal, pneumonic plague which
is fatal and for which there
is no effective vaccine, bo-
tulism toxin for whichthere is
no cure and an ounce of which

the Fourth International.
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THE WAR STEPS UP

on a ‘‘plan’’ which proceeds
from hope to outright day-
dreaming, It seems the Uni-
ted States will favor a coa-
lition government in South Vi-
etnam with the elections so
arranged that Thieu andCom-
pany will have the majority of
the coalition, the Vietcong a
small minority. As the dream-
ers in Washington generously
estimate the NLF’s control
at some 8% of the population,
the NLF will be given as a
gift something whichlooks like
‘‘community control’’ over
this 8% of the Vietnamese peo-
ple.

WHY?

Several things are not ex-
plained. First, why it takes
one million South Vietnamese
troops and over one half mil-
lion American troops to fight
a force which controls only a
measly 8% of the population?
Secondly, why dothe Washing-
ton dreamers insist on main-
taining Thieu on the ground
that without him the NLF would
dominate the country? The

NIXON AND THE CHEMICAL DEATH PLANS

could kill 60 million people.

The rationale of the rulers
is that these weapons are
a ‘‘lesser evil’”’ -- that is
they would destroy people but
not property--thus‘‘leaving a
better chance for post-war
rehabilitation’’.

The bourgeoisie we can see
will go to all extents to pre-
serve their ¢¢ private pro-
perty’’, their profit system.
This program also shows the
decay of the productive forces
under capitalism-- that $350
million a year is spent to
destroy life, not to save it.
A strategy for victory is what
is required. If imperialism
is not defeated, what will come
will make Hitler’s facism look
like child’s play.

BY LUCY ST. JOHN

The ‘‘Warren Era’’, theera
of liberalism, of the Supreme
Court came to a climax last
week with the Court ruling
in favor of Adam Clayton Pow-
ell and with its decisions on
curbing police powers in
search and seizures. Butthis
is indeed the end of an era.

The Powell decision which
ruled that Congress could not
exclude a “‘duly elected who
meets the requirement of age
and residency and American
citizenship’’ was met in Con-
gress with complete defiance,
Mississippi Prepresentative
Colmer received a round of
applause whenhe answeredthe
Court with Andrew Jackson’s
statement to the Marshall
Court, ‘“Mr, Marshall made
a decision, now let him en-
force it.”

OVERTURNED
Congress during that last

period has seen a number of
its actions overturned by the

Court, but it has become in-..

creasingly clear to those who

latter argument is actually
an admission that the vast
majority of the Vietnamese
people are with the NLF and
only the U.S. backed Thieu
military dictatorship keeps
the Vietnamese people from
expressing their democratic
will,

By sticking with Thieu the
United States is simply seek~
ing to get the NLF and North
Vietnamese to negotiate their
own surrender and a return
of South Vietnam to the ‘‘good
old days’’ of imperialist dom-
ination.

DEFEAT

There is only one road to
a just peace in Vietnam and
that is the decisive defeat of
American imperialism in
Vietnam, This requires not
only the heroic efforts of the
Vietnamese people but the
struggle of the working class
in all the capitalist countries
not only to defend the NLF but
to return the blows their own

It is not a matter of these
deadly weapons just sitting
in storage. U.S. imperialism
has made use of tons of these
chemicals against the workers
and peasants in Vietnam. It
was a month ago that heli-
copters sprayed the city of
Berkeley with powdered tear
gas.

It is clear that the rulers
intend to use these horrible
means of destruction to ter-
rorize and subdue the world
working class. This poses
most sharply the immediacy
and seriousness of the strug-
gle to bring down this system,
The working class throughout
the world is today telling the
capitalists that it will not

pay for their decaying system.

rule that such excresences of
bourgeois democracy can no
longer be allowed. The rulers
are preparing new attackson
the working class and for this
they require the full support
of all arms of the state.
While the Powell decision
overturned the ruling of War-
ren Burger, it is Burger who
will now take over the reins
of the court. Burger is Nixon’s

man--strictly a ‘‘law and
order’’ man.
The precedent Congress

used in ousting Powell has
in the past been used to re-
fuse to seat others including
“‘Socialists.”” There have been
veiled threats in the last few
years coming from sections
of the trade union movementto
set up a party of labor in op-
position to the Democrats and
Republicans. The capitalist
Congress is no doubt worried.

POWER
Powell has little choice in
the matter if Congress refuses
‘to implement the. decision.
But for representatives of the

- WARREN BURGER: CHIEF JUSTICE

capitalists are now leveling at

them. The real revolutionary

meaning of ¢‘Two, Three,

More Vietnams’® is ‘‘Two,

Three, More May-Junes’’ this

time led by a revolutionary
leadership determined to take
the power.

A LETTER ON
ARMY REVOLT

Dear Editor:

Something smells to high
heaven in the trial vf the |
14 Presidio GIs accused of |
mutiny for sitting down and
singing. Andthe smell doesn’t
only come from the prosecu-
tion.

Terence Hallinan, attorney
for the GIs, had this to say
in ‘‘defense’’ of his clients:
‘‘“These are not mutineers--
these are hysterical children
who last October 14 issued
a cry for help.”” With a
defense like this, who needs
a prosecution?

Hallinan has based his en-
tire case on psychiatric testi-
mony. For example, Dr.
Price Cobbs ( co-author of
Black Rage) had this to say
about the behavior of the 14
GIs: ‘‘ mass psychosis -- a
mass breaking with reality...
frightened, immature, sick
kids...”’

This is a political trial--
the 14 GIs carried out a poli-
tical act. Hallinan and his
psychiatrists are, in fact, be-
traying these GIs under the
pretext of defending them. It
is the U.S. Army which is
inmature and hysterical not
the GIs.

The U.S. government is on
the offensive against all radi-
cals and revolutionaries. If
put on trial, should we follow
Hallinan’s advice and plead,
insanity to save our skins?

Yours fraternally,

Earl Owens
San Francisco, Calif.

class it is another

working
matter. The full power of the
trade union movement can be
brought to bear in the event
of the exclusion of a workers’

representative -~ including
closing down the entire coun-
try in a general strike. Then
it will be a question of whether
the working class will allow
the entire capitalist govern-
ment to hold their seats
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BRITISH WORKERS FIGHT BACK

by tim wohlforth

LONDON--wWe are now entering into a new
period in the internatipnal crisis of capitalism.
Everything is now poised for a turn towards a
new wave of currency devaluations, world re-
cession, and large scale unemployment in all
major capitalist countries. This will create
sharply different conditions for the class strug-
gle, new dangers of mass fascist movements,
new possibilities for the building of mass re-
volutionary parties and the coming to power
of the working class.

The intense crisis now expressed in Euro-
pean capitalism cannot be separated out from
the crisis of American capitalism. The United
States, by inheriting world hegemony from Eng-
land at the time of the decline of capitalism
as a world system has succeeded only in in-
ternalizing into the American economy all the
weaknesses of the older European capitalist
structures. It is forced, in order to resolve
its own internal problems, not only to attack
American workers but to shift as much of the
burden of the crisis on Europe. But to the
extent that Europe falls, America comes down
all the harder. Europe today is a major area
of both investment and markets for American
capitalists and Europe’s health is America’s
health, its sickness America’s sickness.

For instance the recent raising of the Ameri-
can prime bank rate to 8.5% has forced up the
Eurodollar rate to over 12% and increased the
tendency for American firms to drain their Euro-
dollar reserves to get needed capital to automate
American industry and prepare it for the trade
war with Europe. The effect is to not only put
European capitalism into an even more severe
credit crunch than the U.S. but to create an
absolute shortage in capital funds at any price.
And there is talk of the interest rate going up
further to 9 or 10%.

The situation in England expresses the situa-
tion facing European capitalism most clearly.
Since 1964 the Wilson Government has carried
out a consistent policy at the direction of the
world bankers and the United States in particular.
This has been a policy of seeking to hold down
the wages of the working class while at the same
time raising the productivity of labor through
introduction of speed-up techniques developed in
American industry,

The capitalists were well aware that under-
lying all the monetary instability was more
fundamental problems and that unless progress
was made on these, monetary instability would
increase to the point where it brought down the
whole monetary system and with it world trade.
England could not go down without bringing down
the rest of the capitalists with it in time. The
capitalists had to somehow force the working class
to pay for their own crisis by restoring profita-
bility through making labor cheaper and more
productive for them,

First the Wilson government devalued the
pound but they did this at a time when its re-
serves were already depleted. Thus they were
unable to create any even temporary trade ad-
vantage out of devaluation and have faced a five
year battle to maintain the pound which has
only depleted their reserves further and made
Britain all the more dependent on the United
States and the bankers.

price comtrol

Then came the Prices and Income Bill which
aimed at holding the line on wage increases.
However, in order to get any kind of progress
on productivity and facing a powerful union move-
ment, this bill has been violated more than it
has been enforced. while it has meant real
hardship for many workers it has, by the ad-
mission of the government itself, fallen far short
of the kind of attacks on the living standards
of the workers the capitalists needed.

This was accompanied by an industry-by-
industry drive to break the power of the shop
stewards movement in England and establish the
bosses control over working conditions so that
an intense speed-up and rationalization could be
introduced throughout British industry, It must
be kept in mind that while the British trade union
movement is more fractured on craft lines than
American trade unions the real power of the
f,B:r;igi“sh: H‘n;jéxi;Jy’ygyg}.xu;,n,t‘,’,lies w‘it“hthé shdp stex
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bankers prepare
mass unemployment

wards. It is the stewards who have tradition-
ally negotiated over both wage rates ( piece
work still predominates even in mass production,
industry) and working conditions.
penal clauses

Again the Government and the bosses made
some small progress here and there with the
connivance of the trade union bureaucracy but
it has been unable to make any major break-
through to break the back of the British labor
movement. Thus the Dburning necessity for the
recently proposed ‘‘penal clauses’’ against un-
official strikes conducted by these shop stewards.

The class struggle in England found its high-
est expression in the recent conflict between
the TUC ( Trades Unimmn Congress encompassing
most of the British labor movement) and the
Wilson government over these clauses. Left
to itself the TUC bureaucracy would have been
more than happy to have the government ban
unofficial strikes. This way the state could be

used to bolster the power of the trade union
bureaucracy over the rebellious ranks and if
the price to be paid for this was a sell-out
of the interests of the workers the bureaucrats
couldn’t care less.

But the TUC leadership was not left to itself.

DESPITE STALINIST ATTACKS
In those two weeks of negotiations with Wilson
and Barbara Castle the real forces in conflict
were not represented at the meeting but were
breathing down the necks of the participants.
On the one side the Government represented
world finance capital, It was a government under
orders; it was a captive of the banks and the
United States. On the other side stood the pow-
erful British working class whose energies, whose
strength, whose very consciousness, had taken
the form of trade unions since the early days of
the dawn of capitalism in the world. All the
militancy and determination of this class was
expressed through the structure of this trade
union movement.

But the British trade union movement created
the Labor Party. wWhile this party is totally
reformist and today serves the interests of the
bankers it is still partially dependent on the
labor movement, A fundamental break between
Wilson and the TUC would force a section of
the Labor Party to follow the TUC and bring down
e government. -+ - - ' ) :

1 RIS I CeaTen e G

OVER HALF THE LOBBYERS JOINED THE ATUA MARCH THROUGH CROYDON

T e T A o

Of course the labor bureaucracy does not
automatically reflect the interests of the working
class but actually consciously seeks to betray
those interests. But there are limits put upon
this betrayal and if those limits are surpassed
the ability of the labor bureaucracy to contain
the workers is reduced to nil, its overthrow
placed on the agenda. »

So for two weeks the representatives of labor
and capital met at 10 Downing Street, captive men,
frightened men, incapable of coming to their
usual amicable settlement. In the end Wilson
had to settle for the TUC proposals: that the
penal clauses be dropped and in its stead the
TUC leadership would take over the responsibility
of ‘‘disciplining’’ the labor movement, A sell-out
to be sure but one circumscribed by the working
class who has yet to say the last word on this
question of discipline.

croydon

The political situation in the British labor
movement was clearly expressed at the Croydon
Conference of the TUC which hammered out
this sell-out. As I approached Fairfields Halls
in Croydon, a suburb of London barely distin-
guishable from London itself, two lobbies were
underway in front of the hall while the bureaucrats
deliberated inside. A battle of the loudspeakers
was underway as soundtrucks faced each other
going full blast posing two contrary lines for the
struggle of the British workers in the coming
period.

Over 500 workers were gathered around each-

of the sound trucks. One was run by the Com-
munist Party under the name of the ¢‘‘liaison
committee’’. Around it clustered not only the
Stalinists but all the various revisionist splinter
groups like the Pabloite International Marxist
Group and the State Cap International Socialism
group. Their theme was ‘‘unity’’ and it became
clear that the wunity they preached penetrated
into Fairfields Halls to the labor bureaucracy
itself and through the labor bureaucracy to Wilson.

Their line was essentially that there was some~
thing good and something bad in the TUC self-
discipline proposals. We should support the good
and oppose the bad. We should aid the good
people inside the -hall against the bad and anyway
the main issue was to stop Wilson’s penal clauses.
U the penal clauses were implemented we should
call a one day general strike.

The problem the Stalinists faced was that
for over a decade they had worked within the
AEF (the engineers union which covers most of
the motor car and other basic industry) for
the election of a ‘‘left winger’”” Hugh Scanlon
SCONTINUED.QN PAGE.S). ... . ... .. ...
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by tim wohlforth

PARIS--1 arrived here just one year after
the May-June ,1968 revolutionary struggle. While
the May-June struggle was betrayed by the Com-
munist Party, all the workers long since back
at work, the Sorbonne re-occupied by the police
and “‘normality’’ restored, the workers were
far from defeated. In France today everywhere
are signs of the renewed political struggle of
the working class--in some ways on a higher
level than last May-June.

I was in Paris after the No vote in the re-
ferendum and between the first and second
ballots in the presidental election. Every spare
inch of wall space was covered inelectionposters-
-large photos of Pompidou, Poher\,, Duclos, smaller
posters for Krivine and announcing mass meetings
held by Lutte Quvriere as well as the AJS and
Alliance OQuvriere (Trotskyist groups which sup-
port the International Committee of the Fouth
International). Fresh red banners issued by the
Communist Party calling for an abstention|in the
second round were plastered across the Pompidou'r
and Phker posters.

The police were everywhere but on their best
behavior because for the moment there was an
interim president and no one was absolutely
certain who would soon govern the country. In
traffic jams, and Paris is one big traffic jam,
cars  would start beeping out the beat of a
revolutionary song from May-June and it would
be taken up by other cars throughout the area.

Meetings of four to ten thousand called by
the so-called ¢‘groupescules’’ are a common
occurance, Over 1,000 people come each month
to lectures on Marxism given by the French
Trotskyists. New editions of the works of Trot-
sky are issued as soon as publishers can}find
anything to publish, The latest is a 1,000 page
coniplete edition of Trotsky’s military writings.
The complete texts of the first four congresses
of the Communist International 1919-1923 has
just been reissued by Maspero. The French

Trotskyists publish a weekly paper, a monthly
youth paper. a quarterly theoretical magazine,
a teachers magazine,

the printed proceedings

JACQUES DUCLOS (RIGHT) FEARS POWER MOST OF, ALL

each month of their Marxist lectures, and a
number of other publications.

One needed only to look at store windows in
Paris to see an even more important material
manifestation of the economic and political crisis
of present day France. Prices have simply sky-
rocketed in the period since January, virtually
wiping out the 30% wage gains workers won last
June. ‘There is nothing in the world like the
prices in Paris. And the goods are being sold
at these outrageous prices, but not to the work-
ing class--to the bourgeoisie which no longer
believes in the franc and is seeking to turn as
many francs as it can get hold of into hard
tangible goods. In the meantime French workers
are lucky to earn $40 to $50 a week for a 48
to 60 hour week. The rush hour in France
starts at 6 P.M, when workers get out of work,
and Saturday is a regular work day.

fruits

Such are the fruits of a decade of Gaullism.
Gaullism was and is a bonapartist regime. It
came into existence because of the extreme crisis
of French capitalism at a time when the inter-
national crisis of capitalism was just beginning.
The two classes of the bourgeoisie and the prole-
tariat were at a high point of tension-- neither
could crush the other. DeGaulle rested one boot
on finance capital and the other boot onthe working
class through the Communist Party. So/balanced,
he built a strong police state which seemed to
tower for the moment over all. But without one
class crushing the other nothing could be re-
solved--nothing solved. While DeGaulle carried
out his balancing act world capitalism as a system
went into deeper and deeper crisis, exposing all
the more the backwardness and weakness of
French capitalism,

All DeGaulle was able to accomplish in his
ten years was to end the Algerian War, Im-
portant as this was for French capitalism, it
also signified the general decay of French im-
perialism and the tendency for U,S. imperial-
ism to move into and economically dominate
former French territories, increasing the internal
crisis in France. So in May-June 1968 mass
student struggles were followed by a general
strike of over ten million workers with factory
occupations, which not only meant the end of
Gaullism as an effective force but raised the
possibility of ending capitalism as well,

power

The great weakness of the May-June struggle
was that the political issues, the issue of power,
was successfully pushed aside, It is true the
Communist Party bears the major responsibility
for this. But all the so-called ‘‘groupescules’’
played their own role confining their activity to
the Sorbonne area, refusing to fight seriously
within the French working class to pose the
question of power,

Those who posed it most clearly were the
Renault workers who at a mass meeting in May
not only rejected the CGT’s first proposals for
an economic settlement but also raised the chant
for a ‘‘popular government’’. With DeGaulle out
of the country consulting with fascist General
Massu, a complete political vacuum created, the
Renault workers realized that the central question
was a political question-- “the replacement of
DeGaulle with some kind of interim regime.
True, the ‘‘popular government’’ slogan was va-
gue enough to be transformed into some kind of
popular front bourgeois government and reflected
the past Stalinist training of these workers. But
at the same time it posed squarely before the
Communist Party the question of who should
take the power.

As the May~-June events made clear Bona-
partism could survive in France only because of
the existence of the French Communist Party
as the mass party of the French workers. The
relationship between this party and the working
class is therefore at the very center of the
question of socialism in France. The task of
the Trotskyist movement must therefore be to
expose this party over and over in concrete
struggle and in this way drive a great wedge
between the party’s leadership and the industrial

woxlflgex"s ;\g‘l\ho vigollovy .the 9;‘)m\'tyg buildjng in the -,
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VISIT TO FRANCE ONE YEAR

revolutionary perspectives in the aftermath

course of this struggle the Trotskyist movement
into a mass pagty determined to take the power.

May-June, of course, solved nothing. Bank-
rupt capitalism under the threat of revolution was
willing to grant wage increases it would ill
afford only to seek to take them back again later.
So in November the concessions of June combined
with the deepening international crisis brought
about a devaluation panic. As the French bour-
geols ran to the airports with francs sewed into
their underwear, Pompidou and DeGaulle clashed
behind the scenes on devaluation. DeGaulle,
unable to' get away with a substantial unilateral
devaluation which might have temporarily aided
French exports, chose the road of holding the line
on the franc.

By January, the French bourgeoise was at
it again, This time they voted their lack of
confidence in Gaullism and the French economy
by taking their francs and going on a fantastic
buying spree turning the pieces of unstable paper
into anything hard, of value, and not nailed down,
Prices soared in France, imports rose out of
proportion to exports and the working class be-
gan to push its own demands for a new series
of wage increases to compensate for inflation.

Gaullism was once more on the brink. The
Communist Party held the line again for De Gaulle
by going along with a postponing of the wage in-
creases to the Fall and cancelling its May Day
demonstrations, But this was not enough. De-
Gaulle faced bankruptcey.

reforendum

De Gaulle did the only thing he could and he
did it in the only way a Bonapartist can. He
proposed “corporatism'ﬂ: the incorporation of the
trade unions into the state in order to break
the resistance of the working class and force
back the workers to resolve thecrisis. This he
put in the form of a yes or no referendum hop-
ing in this way to panic the forces of ‘‘order’’
and ‘‘stability ?’ to vote yes.

But it did not happen that way. The working
class seized the oppurtunity to carry forward
May-June on a higher political level by voting
out De Gaulle, raising immediate'ly‘the question of
political power in France pushed aside in May-
June. This time they were joined by large sec-
tions of the middle class, ravaged by inflation,
losing faith in their‘‘leader’s’’ ability to solve
anything for them. And suddenly DeGaulle was
out; the people danced in the streets: what they
had failed to do in May and June was done by
turning DeGaulle’s own Bonapartist plebiscite a-
gainst him,

election campaign
The question then posed before the French wor-
kers was how to carry forward the -no vote
into the presidential election campaign. The wor-
kers:» parties .were.'in' @ ‘tizzy,’ Theé -last thing - -

FRENCH STUDENTS MARCH IN PARIS DEMANDING “*STUDENTS,
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AFTER TH

NTS, WORKERS UNITE’’ IN DEFENSE OF THE STUDENTS UNION

in the world they wanted now was to be thrust
into power by the working class and the dis-
enchanted middle class. This would expose for
all to see their bankruptcy and open up the poss-
ibility for the construction of a revolutionary
alternative on a mass scale.

So the Socialist Party put up Deferre: know-
ing full well he was the least palatable candi-~
date for the Communist Party and the workers
who support the CP, The Communist Party
put- up the old hack Duclos knowing full well
he was least palatable to the Socialist Party,
The small left social democratic PSU followed
suit with its Rocard token candidacy.

Into the act came the Pabloites of the Com-
munist League, which had actually called for

abstension in the referendum, with the Krivine
candidacy aimed at the students and intelligen-
Only the supporters of the International

sia,

Committee in France fought for a single can-
didate of the working class so that the no vote
could be taken forward not only on the first
ballot but also to the second ballot which would
pit the two top candidates against each other.

Clearly as far as the Communist Party lea-
dership was concerned it would like to have
Moscow’s man Pompidou win and the SP was
openly rooting for conservative Christian Dem-
ocrat Poher. But the mass of the Communist
Party militants were searching for a weapon
in the elections to express their opposition to
Gaullism, their desire for socialism. The only
weapon available with any real power was the

UNEMPLOYMENT LiNES LIKE THIS IN FRANCE WILL GROW IN THE NEXT PERIOD AS THE CRISIS DEEPENS

MAY=-JUNE EVENTS

of may-june and the fall of de gaulle

for Duclos.

, duclos
The election results expressed this clearly,

Duclos carried 21% of the votes and came within
a few percentage points of the number two spot.
The last thing in the world Duclos wanted was
a run off between himself and Pompidou and the
French working class almost succeeded in plac-
ing him in that position, The SP carried a
miserable 5% of the vote which illustrates how
this party has degenerated into a minor force
in the French working class with only some
regional support among older workers in the
North and among middle class elements. Krivine
and Rocard had insignificant votes coming almost
entirely from students and the intelligensia.

Clearly, in lieu of a single working class
candidate, the need in France was for revolu-
tionaries to critically support Duclos demanding
that Deferre withdraw in his favor. This way
a wedge could be driven between the CP rank
and file and the CP leadership by posing to
the CP a fighting anti-capitalist program and
building all the time the revolutionary alterna-
tive seeking deep roots particularly among CGT
workers in basic industry. Under such condi-
tions the Krivine candidacy was a dangerous
diversion which expressed politically the distance
of the Pabloites from the working class. Krivine
correctly saw his candidacy as a political expres-
sion of the May-June Sorbonne movement. But
it expressed not the strengths but the weaknesses
of this movement,

Following the first round the Communist Party
actively campaigned for abstension, for a refus-
al to support the two candidates of ‘‘grand ca-
pital,”’ Clearly this ‘‘principled’” stand was its

-way of supporting Pompidou for if it made a

choice it would have been forced to back Poher.
But the workers took the abstension seriously
not as a way of supporting Pompidou but as a
way of expressing their determination to carry
forward their struggle for a socialist political
alternative to capitalism, Thus the Commun-
ist Party was able to hold almost its entire

vote on the first ballot for abstension forcing
Pompidou to come to power with this open vote
through non-voting defiance and no confidence
from the working class.

pompidos
The new Pompidou regime is not, could not,
be, a simple repetition of the old Gaullist re-

gime. It is not a question as to whether Pom-
pidou has the personality or popularity of De
Gaulle but that DeGaulle was forced out of power
precisely because Gaullism no longer worked,
Thus Pompidou represents Gaullism in crisis,
in decay.

Communist Party. So, overwhelmingly, they voted: * ¢ peasantty, ‘the ‘big and little capitalists, the army

The bloc of the middle class, the .

and bureaucracy - all the forces of ‘‘stability’’,
is now coming apart while the boot that rests
on the working class is shaking from the ferment
underneath.

Thus the confusion and crisis of the French
bourgeoisie finds expression in the difficulties
and open conflicts emerging as Pompidou agon-
izingly assembles his cabinet, It is too early
to assess exactly in what direction Pompidou will
now strike out but there are two points to keep
in mind. First, Pompidou is the bankers man,
While DeGaulle rested on finance capital he was
also able to conciliate other social forces and
thus maintain a certain degree of independence
from finance capital, wWhen Pompidou moves it
will be with finance capital and for finance ca-
pital. Second, the very exigencies of French
finance capital in a capitalist world in crisis
dominated by American capital will force him
into closer alliance with the United States than
DeGaulle. Whether he likes it or not Pompidou
will be forced to make the French working class
and French bourgeoisie pay in part for the crisis
of American capitalism,

World capitalism is now once again at the
brink. France, like England, expresses this
clearly. Under conditions of a powerful working
class and full employment, Pompidou can do
more force corporatism and militarism on French
workers than Wwilson can force penal clauses
on the British workers. The French working
class has a very weak and divided union move-
ment when compared to the United States or
Britain, But it has a powerful political arm
in the French Communist Party.

General Massu, the fascist general from Al-
geria, stands in command of two crack armored
divisions in German. He could, of course, cross
tlie border, and seek power. But he would be
forced to destroy the French Communist Party.
Any attempt at this would mean civil war - and
civil war under conditions in which the work-
ers would win,

future

The next step in France can only be seen
as part of the international crisis of capitalism.
France today heads precipitously towards deva-
luation and unemployment, The only question
facing Pompidou is whether to devalue now or
await, as the Americans are obviously advising,
until the Fall and the German elections. Devalu-
ation will solve nothing. America will do its
best to prevent any devaluation which will solve
anything for European capitalists at the expense
of America. It will only be an interlude to reces-
sion, unemployment, new devaluations.

Under such conditions of extreme instability
and unemployment a powerful fascist movement
can arise in France. In fact the basis for it
is stronger in France, Germany and Italy, than
it is in England. But just as decisive is the
bitter experiences of the European workers with
fascism in the 1930’s and World war II. The
memories are fresh as witness the great out-
pouring of the workers against the Algerian gene-
rals in 1959,

Such a precipitous turn in the European eco-
nomy will open up great new possibilities for
the Trotskyist movement to build an alternative
mass revolutionary party in the course of a day
to day struggle to expose in action the French
Communist Party. This is an international task.
It is linked at every moment with the struggle
of the International Committee in England, in the
United States, in Soviet countries and in Asia.
It requires a constant struggle against the re-
visors of Trotskyism, the Krivines, the Mandels,
the Maitans, with their reactionary theories of
neo-capitalism, of guerilla warfare, of student
vanguardism. It requires a battle to make the
Transitional Program live in all countries of
the world.

FORWARD TO THE EUROPEAN RE VOLUTION!

FORWARD TO THE AMERICAN AND WORLD
REVOLUTION!

BUILD THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL! *~~" "
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panic

May-June, of course, solved nothing. Bank-
rupt capitalism under the threat of revolution was
willing to grant wage increases it would ill
afford only to seek to take them back again later,
So in November the concessions of June combined
with the deepening international crisis brought
about a devaluation panic. As the French bour-

‘geois ran to the airports with francs sewed into

their underwear, Pompidou and DeGaulle clashed
behind the scenes on devaluation. DeGaulle,
unable to' get away with a substantial unilateral
devaluation which might have temporarily aided
French exports, chose the road of holding the line
on the franc,

By January, the French bourgeoise was at
it again. This time they voted their lack of
confidence in Gaullism and the French economy
by taking their francs and going on a fantastic
buying spree turning the pieces of unstable paper
into anything hard, of value, and not nailed down,
Prices soared in France, imports rose out of
proportion to exports and the working class be-
gan to push its own demands for a new series
of wage increases to compensate for inflation.

Gaullism was once more on the brink, The
Communist Party held the line again for De Gaulle
by going along with a postponing of the wage in-
creases to the Fall and cancelling its May Day
demonstrations.  But this was not enough. De-
Gaulle faced bankruptcey.

reforendum

De Gaulle did the only thing he could and he
did it in the only way a Bonapartist can. He
proposed “corporatism’*: the incorporation of the
trade unions into the state in order to break
the resistance of the working class and force
back the workers to resolve thecrisis. This he
put in the form of a yes or no referendum hop-
ing in this way to panic the forces of ‘‘order’’
and ‘‘stability?’ to vote yes.

But it did not happen that way. The working
class seized the oppurtunity to carry forward
May-June on a higher political level by voting
out De Gaulle, raising immediately the question of
political power in France pushed aside in May-
June, This time they were joined by large sec-
tions of the middle class, ravaged by inflation,
losing faith in their‘‘leader’s'’’ ability to solve
anything for them, And suddenly DeGaulle was
out; the people danced in the streets: what they
had failed to do in May and June was done by
turning DeGaulle’s own Bonapartist plebiscite a-
gainst him,

oloction campaign
The question then posed before the French wor-
‘kers was how to carry forward the -no vote
into the presidential election campaign. The wor-

FRENCH STUDENTS MARCH IN PARIS DENDING **STUDENTS, WORKERS UNITE"' IN DEFENSE OF THE STUDENTS UNION

in the world they wanted now was to be thrust
into power by the working class and the dis-
enchanted middle class. This would expose for
all to see their bankruptcy and open up the poss-
ibility for the construction of a revolutionary
alternative on a mass scale.

So the Socialist Party put up Deferre: know-
ing full well he was the least palatable candi-
date for the Communist Party and the workers
who support the CP, The Communist Party
put- up the old hack Duclos knowing full well
he was least palatable to the Socialist Party,
The small left social democratic PSU followed
suit with its Rocard token candidacy.

Into the act came the Pabloites of the Com-
munist League, which had actually called for
abstension in the referendum, with the Krivine
candidacy aimed at the students and intelligen-
sia, Only the supporters of the International

Committee in France fought for a single can-
didate of the working class so that the no vote
could be taken forward not only on the first
ballot but also to the second ballot which would
pit the two top candidates against each other.

Clearly as far as the Communist Party lea-
dership was concerned it would like to have
Moscow’s man Pompidou win and the SP was
openly rooting for conservative Christian Dem-
ocrat Poher, But the mass of the Communist
Party militants were searching for a weapon
in the elections to express their opposition to
Gaullism, their desire for socialism, The only
weapon available with any real power was the

of ma

for Duclos.

duclo
The election results e:

Duclos carried 21% of the

a few percentage points of
The last thing in the wor
a run off between himself :
French working class almo
ing him in that position.
miserable 5% of the vote
this party has degeneratec
in the French working ¢
regional support among ¢
North and among middle cl
and Rocard had insignificar
entirely from students and tl

Clearly, in lieu of a
candidate, the need in Fr:
tionaries to critically supp
that Deferre withdraw in
a wedge could be driven |
and file and the CP lea
the CP a fighting anti-ca
building all the time the 1
tive seeking deep roots par
workers in basic industry,
tions the Krivine candida
diversion which expressed y
of the Pabloites from the w
correctly saw his candidacy
sion of the May-June Sorb
it expressed not the strengt
of this movement,

Following the first round
actively campaigned for ab:s
al to support the two canc
pital.’’ Clearly this ‘‘prin
way of supporting Pompid
choice it would have been 1
But the workers took the
not as a way of supportir
way of expressing their d
forward their struggle for
alternative to capitalism.
ist Party was able to h

UNEMPLOYMENT LiNES LIKE THIS IN FRANCE WILL GROW IN THE NEXT PERIOD AS THE

vote on the first ballot fc
Pompidou to come to powe
through non-voting defianc
from the working class.

pompi
The new Pompidou regi
be, a simple repetition of

gime., It is not a questiol
pidou has the personality

Gaulle but that DeGaulle was
precisely because Gaullisr
Thus Pompidou represents
in decay. The bloc of |

Communist Party. So, overwhelmingly, they vpted: * ¢ peasantty, thé'big and ifttle
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"CRISIS DEEPENS IN BRITAIN

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)
as president. Scanlon had won and addressed
their liaison committee only a week before the
TUC conference. Scanlon, in the interests of
unity of course, had endorsed the TUC’s pro-
posals and the Stalinists found themselves im-
plicated in this.

The competing lobby had been called by the
All Trades Unions Alliance, the labor arm of the
Socialist Labor League and was supported by
the youth of the SLL, the Young Socialists. This
lobby denounced the TUC proposals and called
for an immediate general strike to be continued
until the penal clauses were withdrawn. This way
the independent power of the working class could
be mobilized to break the back of the anti-labor
offensive whether it takes the form of government
or TUC action and to open up the struggle for
socialist policies in England.

Recognizing that the British working class faces
a fundamental crisis, its political and industrial
arms locked in bitter conflict, the bankers on
the offensive, and new policies and leadership
desperately needed, the SLL also called for the
convening of an emergency Labor Party Confer-
ence to discuss socialist policies for the working
class. The SLL is fighting for its program of
nationalization of the banks and basic industries,
of building the alternative leadership to take
power in England together with a number of other

demands.
confrontation

The confrontation was clear cut. On the one
hand stood the Communist Party and the revision-
ists. This party played the role of giving a left
cover to the TUC bureaucracy. The TUC bur-~
eaucracy in turn is tied to the Labor Party
and is seeking to bail out wilson by taking upon
itself the role of disciplining labor in the interests
of capital. Behind Wilson stands the banks and
American and British capital. So the direct line
reached from the Communist Party in front of
Fairfields Halls through the labor bureaucracy
inside the Halls through wilson at 10 Downing
Street to the bankers in the City of London
and wall Street.

On the other side stood the Socialist Labor
League, British section of the Fourth Interna-
tional, basing itself on the strength of the working
class alone, seeing this strength as international
in character, fighting on the basis of a program
hammered out theoretically and practically in
over a hundred vears of struggle since the writing
of the Communist Manifesto in 1848,

At one point the battle of the sound trucks
almost reached the point of blows. Unable to
defend themselves politically from the attacks
of the SLL, egged on by the speakers, a section
of Communist Party supporters rushed the SLL
sound truck and sought to turn it over. SLL
supporters rallied to the other side of the truck
and for 15 minutes the truck teetered back and
forth. At one point an SLIL supporter glaring
at a Stalinist across the truck summed the situa-
tion up: “It’s not like 1936, is it?’ No longer
could the Stalinists silence the revolutionary op-
position with hooligan tactics and slanders of the
Moscow Trials period.

leyland

Two other recent events give us further in-
sights into the gtate of affairs in England today.
First is the Leyland strike of some 8,500 workers
who have never been involved in strike action
in over 40 years. Now they are out solidly
demanding wage parity with auto workers in the
Midlands. Leyland is the hub of Lord Stokes’
immense auto empire, the last remnant of Bri-
tish-owned capital in this critical field. It pro-
duces heavy trucks and equipment, The combine
now included Triumph and other motor cars.

Faced with this strike the old Tory Stokes
responded with all the arrogance of his class:
““The situation is becoming so serious that we are
putting at risk and into serious danger the con-
tinuity of future employment.’”” What Stokes is
saying is that either the workers return on his
terms or the Lord will close down the combine
and throw hundreds of thousands into unemploy-
ment,

But the British workers are not about to
be trecated like serfs of a feudal lord. The only
real answer to Stokes is that if he tries to put
the working class out to pasture then the working
class will insist that he be put out to pasture.
If Lord >tokes cannot run his combine and pay
the Leyland workers the going rate for such work
tuen it is about time this combine was nation-
alized.” It *this ‘way we see' how 'the question
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of nationalization is being posed as an immediate
issue in the current struggles of the British
workers. Linked to this question must be the
question of who is to implement such a policy.
Thus the burning necessity to build the revolu-
tionary alternative in England against not only the
Wilsons and Feathers and Scanlons but their
supporters in the camp of the Communist Party
and revisionists.

wpper clyde

Then we come to the question of the Upper
Clyde Shipyards in Scotland. Here a giant com-
bine has been created in order to build what
could be, if it is ever completed, the finest most
modern shipyard in the world. We are not deal-
ing here with some dying industry but a serious
attempt to meet international competition on its
own modern grounds. Now the whole project is

becoming unstuck threatened by the incompetence

of the capitalist managers and the general bank-
ruptcy of capitalism,

GERRY HEAL ADDRESSES RECNT SLL CONGRESS

So bankrupt are the British capitalists that
Lord Aberconway (these lords will not be lording
England for long) of John Brown’s shipyards, a
part of the Upper Clyde complex, offered Wilson
its share in the combine for the reasonable sum
of one pound ($2.40). What could express more
clearly the bankruptcy of these capitalists and the
urgent immediate necessity to fight for national-
ization of the Upper Clyde as well as the rest
of basic British industry?

Did the labor lefts and the Communist Party
take up this slogan? No, only the Socialist
Labour League raised this demand. In the mean-
time a group of international financiers have
rushed to the aid of the Upper Clyde but with
‘‘strings’’ attached. The deal is that Upper Clyde
will get the additional financing it needs if the
trade unions agree to -- a wage cut. Now Dan
McGarvey a ‘‘left’’ trade union leader like Scan-
lon supported by the Communist Party, who re-
presents some 4,500 boilermakers in the ship-
yard, has accepted the deal and recommends a
wage cut to save the Upper Clyde for Lord
Aberconway and friends.

choice

This is the choice now posed before the Bri-
tish working class. Either the workers fight for
socialist policies and for a real workers govern-
ment in England or they let the bureaucrats
with the aid of the Communist Party negotiate
their own defeat and British capitalism slides
deeper and deeper into the mire of crisis, stag-
nation, unemployment. Thus the great urgency
for the SLL’s proposal for an Emergency Labor
Party Conference and for a discussion within the

labor movement of a program to take the class
IR R [ T Y . P I a
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Now Britain heads towards an even greater
crisis. The TUC leadership has issued its
‘‘solemn and binding’’ promise to discipline the
working class for Wilson and the bankers. They
even support this promise with a little action
by taking on, the brave men, 10 charwomen.
It seems these women have struck refusing to
clean the women’s toilets in the Lucas Birming-
ham plant, The women assembly line workers
have refused to work with dirty toilets and some
2,800 workers are out of work,

However the TUC fares with these charwomen
no one has any illusions that the TUC will be
able to break the back of the shop stewards move-
ment as a whole in England. Each attempt will
only.further discredit them and lead large sections
of the British working class to look to the SLL
and the All Trades Unions Alliance for leadership
against the filthy combination of the TUC, Wilson
and Wall Street, Even the Tories are pessimistic
about their own ability to discipline the workers.

vnemployment

Clearly the next step for the capitalists in
England as well as in France and in the United
States is to carry through their war against the
workers in a different more effective form. The
working class, buoyed up by full employment,
cannot be decisively pushed back. More effective
than anti-strike legislation will be a good dose
of unemployment. At the same time such unem-
ployment will help the finance capitalists and large
monopolists police their own camp by foreing to
the wall smaller, less economical companies.

A policy of unemployment will change the poli-
tical situation in a number of ways. For the first
time the economic ground will be created for the
splintering of the working class and the demorali-
zation of the lower middle class thus setting the
stage for a rise of facism with its reactionary
program of the destruction of the working class
organizations themselves.

But at the same time theEuropeanand Ameri-
can working class, which has known full employ-
ment for almost a lifetime now, will finds its
conservatism shattered under the impact of eco-

nomic blows,and great possibilities will open to

build a mass revolutionary movement fusing em-
ployed and unemployed into a mighty force to
overthrow capitalism.

The capitalists are well aware of the great
insecurities such a policy will have for them.
But a continuation of the present policy will mean
no serious economic gains for the capitalists
in the struggle to solve their crisis while workers
will learn politically from each blow directed
at them by the capitalists or its agents in the
working class movement, In any event no matter
what they consciously choose the very mechanism
of the capitalist economy is moving precipitously
towards recession and depression as each moment -
is wasted away by the capitalists,

daily mewsletter

Never has there been more of a crying need
for a revolutionary leadership with a developed
program to pose socialist solutions to every turn
of the capitalist crisis and take the working class
through a struggle to break it from its traditional
reformist politics and leadership. Thus the pre-
parations of the Socialist Labour League for the
Daily Newsletter has come just in.time. The
launching of the Daily this fall is but the first
step. Building with the Daily the SLL will trans-
form this paper into the expression of conscious-
ness of millions of British workers all the time
building a mass party of the working class.

The Daily Newsletter has been only possible
because of the support this project has received
from the working class itself. It can grow only
as an expression of this class, internationally,
digging itself deeper and deeper into the working
class, fighting at every moment all conservatism,
all alien ideology existing within the working
class.

The Daily Newsletter is the most advanced
expression of the 40 year struggle for Trotskyism
and for the program of the October Revolution,
for Marxism, That dogged fight of small groups
against the repression of the Stalinists, exposing
their every betrayal in the 1930s, was absolutely
essential preparation for this Daily Newsletter,
Now the crisis and the needs of the working class
require that Trotskyism take the expression of a
fighting daily newspaper which will build a move-~
ment of millions under the banner of the Fourth

International in all cquntries of the world. .- ..
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BY AN 1199 MEMBER

A new stage has opened
in the
strike, now in its third month.
If anyone had any illusions
that this was a simple trade
union struggle that could be
solved by the usual negotia-

tions, they have now been
destroyed. The struggle is
intensifying, the whole re-

pressive apparatus of the
state is being thrown up
against the hospital workers.
Nothing has turned these
workers from their goal, re-
cognition of a union, Local
1199B, the right to a work-
ers organization to fight for
decent wages and working con-
ditions.

Last week there were ru-
mours of a settlement. Ro-
bert Finch, Secretary of
Health, Education and Wel-
fare, threatened to withhold
Federal funds from the Medi-
cal College if they did not
reinstate the 12 workers ori-
ginally fired with all back
pay. Nixon, who made his
stand on unions clear during
the grapepickers strike, is
only trying to seek some com-
promise for fear that the en-
tire struggle will spread to
the rest of the South. They
hope to confine the struggle
to Charleston and neutralize
it.

But this cannot work! There
isn’t going to be any compro-
mise. Union recognition is
the central question and no
matter how many wage in-
creases the hospital bosses
offer now, there will be no
victory without recognition of
the union.

However, the good inten-
tions of Finch ( he is sup-
posedly known for his ‘‘good
stand’’ on civil rights) pro-
ved very fragile when it came
down to a confrontation with
the ruling class of South Caro-
lina. Senator Strom Thur-

Charleston hospital-

IN CHARLESTOM NATIONAL GUARDSMEN POINT BAYONETS AT DEMONSTRATORS PROTESTING THE ARREST OF HOSEA WILLIAMS OF SCLC

mond and Representative L.
Mendel Rivers stepped in and
threatened Governor McNair
that he would be held poli-

tically responsible’’ if the
hospitals agreed to take the

workers  back . Naturally,-
Finch withdrew the threat.

Every single one of these
politicians stands alongside
the hospital bosses. This is
one of the big lessons of the
strike, Neither the Demo-
cratic nor Republican party
has intervened on behalf of

the workers. The workers
cannot rely on the intervention
of the Federal government
as if it were some impartial
body above the conflict. Where
the material interests of the
ruling class are involved they
will either attempt to buy the
union off, or if this fails,
launch a bitter attack. This
is what has happened.

On June 2], after a period
of stalemate, the strike has
become even sharper. The
government has banned all

night time demonstrations,
has reinstated a 9to 5 cur-
few and the National Guard

is once again patrolling the
streets. when Abernathy tried

to lead a march at night the
police began to arrest the

strikers. Bricks and bottles
were thrown at the police from

the crowd. Abernathy and
Reverend Bevel are verycon-~
cerned about this violence as if
the workers are to be con-
tinually jailed and beaten with-
out defending themselves.
DEFENSE

There is no future in this
struggle or in any struggle
for ‘‘non-violence’’., This
does not mean that the work-
ers should run through the
streets taking pot shots at
the National Guard, but it
does mean that they should
immediately form defense
groups to protect the strikers
from attack. Abernathy going
to jail hardly impresses the
government or changes the
situation in the workersfavor.
He continues to use the old

methods--just keep marching
until somehow miraculously-
we win.

Yes, we have complete faith
in the Charleston workers and
in their determination to win.
But the strength of the bour-
geoisie must be matched by
the real strength and power
of the working class in the
trade unions. Millions of
trade unionists throughout the
country demonstrating their
support of the Charleston
workers can win this strike,
can turn the tide.

When one section of the
working class is under attack,
when it is struggling to win
basic gains won by millions
of workers in the 1930s and
1940s then they must be backed
up by the labor movement or
else the defeats can be used
for further attacks against
the entire labor movement.

An important step has been
taken by  the International-
Longshoremen’s Association.
They have threatened to close

the port of Charleston to sup-
port the strike. This threat
must be put into action!
Local 1199 must urge all
unions that can to put similar
pressureon the bosses.

Leon Davis, President of
‘Local 1199 is continually say-
ing that mobilizing the entire
labor movement cannot be
done, that such an idea is
utopian. But this is precisely
the only road to victory. The
ranks of 1199 must call on
their leadership to demand
that the Central Labor Coun-
cil of New York begin a cam-
paign to be spread throughout
.the country by calling a mass
rally at Madison Square Gar-
den in support of the Charles-
ton strike.

There is no time to lose!
Organize the labor movement
in solidarity with Charleston-
-Bring Charleston into every
part of this country! Mass
rallies, demonstrations and
sympathy strikes until the
strike is won!

C1.LOSING HITS TC HOSPITAL WORKERN

BY A HOSPITAL WORKER

MINNEAPOLIS -- As-
bury  Methodist hospital
workers, members of Hos-

pital and Nursing Home
Employees Local 113, were
given a knife in the back
by their union leaders at the
June 18th general membership
meeting.

Asbury Methodist announc-
ed its intention to close this
fall over nine months ago.
At that time, and several times
since, 113’s leaders told the
ranks that it was guaranteed
that all Asbury Methodist
workers who wanted to could
transfer to suburban Method-
ist Hospital, where all of
Asbury’s facilities were mov-
ing.

Business representative
Neil Geske, as late as March,
told the ranks that this trans-
fer to Methodist could take
place when Asbury closes,
with Asbury workers retain-
ing their tull seniority, pen-
sion and sick leave rights.
This he announced he had in
writing., 113’s leaders also
pledged to fight for transfer
rights to hospitals that were
in the  vicinity of Asbury,
though not affiliated, such
as Swedish ‘aiid-St) Barnabak'

It is this second option which
Geske has now announced will
not be allowed, Asburywork-
ers can only retain their full
rights by transfering to
Methodist, some seven and
one half miles away.

This transfer is not aseasy
as it may seem. Due to the
poverty wages most 113 mem-
bers receive, many of them
live within walking distance
from work, to save on trans-
port costs. Large numbers
of hospital workers do not
own cars. And to go from
Asbury to Methodist means
taking two buses. This means
spending close to $150 a year
for bus fare---and this is
better than two weeks take
home pay for most hospital
workers.

On top of this, 113’s leaders
have also announced that they
won’t take any responsibility
for those Asbury workers who
quit before the hospital’s
closing, thus losing all sen-
iority and other rights.

The hospital administration
at Methodist and Asbury Meth-
odist are going to use the
total capitulation to them by
11o’s leadership for all it is
worth., They are going to
Lordgsird ad many union mem-

bers as possible into quitting
before September, by trying
to ride roughshod over pre-
sent contract provisions,
through speedup, increased
workload, telling workers that
there is only part-time work
available for them at Method-
ist,
MERGERS

We must understand that
this is not a unique situation.
Hospital employers around the
country are more and more
moving to consolidate their
operations and close the least
efficient, This is the mean-
ing of the wave of hospital
mergers that have swept the
Twin Cities area in the last
five years with plans to con-
tinue in the future.

Upcoming mergers include:
St.Joseph’s, St. Luke’s, St,
John’s and Miller in St. Paul;
Northwestern,, Kenny , Mt,
Sinai, Deaconess and the yet
unbuilt Minneapolis Child-
ren’s; and a proposed merger
of Fairview, St. Mary’s and
the University of Minnesota
hospitals.

The intention of all these
mergers is clear: cut down
on the number of hospital

workers and shift as mug:‘h I
work as possible onto the

lower-paid,
ors.

hospitals,

studies and speedup,

their enterprises,

workers.

The bosses and the govern-
ment throughout the country
are viciously slashing away
at the already paltry health
other public services.
Wwhat is needed is not a cut
but a vast expansion of these
services to meet the needs

and

of the masses of people.

As the existing economic
crisis of the bosses deepens,
this same sort of action be-
gins to take place in every
This is
why Swift will make a fortune
from its entire operations and
down on any possible
losses by closing its South
St. Paul plant, throwing over

branch of industry.

cut

2000 workers on the street.

The bosses are attempting to
get their workers to pay for

their crisis.

PROGRAM
. The
113 has absolutely no program

non-union sect-
This, coupled with in-
creasing closures of smaller
time and motion
will
enable the hospital owners
to start showing profits on
profits
gained out of the hides of the

present leadership of

to fight the employers with.
The employers try to shove
the equivalent of the Charit-
able Hospitals Act down the
throats of Minnesota teachers
and other public employees.
113’s leaders say they will
fight this--and that is as far

as it goes.'

It is clear that the leader-
ship in refusing to fight these
closings is accepting the loss
of more and more jobs in the
hospitals. The real protection
and advance of wages and
working conditions must lie
in the building of a new .ead-
ership that will fight for the
interests of the ranks and not
capitulate to the needs of the
bosses.

The Workers League says:
NO CLOSINGS! The ranks
of 113 must immediately de-

mand that the leadership
mobilize the entire wunion
against these closings. This

means posing the threat that
if one hospital is closed, the
union will strike all city hos-
pitals. This must be com-
bined with the demand for NO
JOB.CUTg and for full employ-
ment through the 30 hour week.
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TWEEDLE DUM

BY KAREN FRANKEL

The victory of the two most
right wing candidates in the
recent New York City may-
oralty primary, sounded the
death knell of liberalism in
this city.

The responsibility for the
victories of Mario Procaccino
and John Marchi, not dissimi-
lar from the electoral results

nyc elections reveal

liberal bankruptcy

in Minneapolis and Los An-
geles, rests clearly on the
shoulders of the liberals. It
is not simply a question of,
as Nixon states, this rightward
swing being ‘‘a sign of the
times.”” Beneath this osten~
sibly conservative trend lies
the collapse of reformism.

Neither Lindsay, wWagner,
nor Badillo had anything con-
crete to say about improving
the situation in the city. All
candidates were bankrupt on
the question of the budget
cuts. None was able to pro-
pose a solution to the immi-
nent heightening of racial ten-
sions in the city aggravated
by more unemployment and
less money going to the mar-
ginal workers and the poor.

Badillo quite frankly stated

that ‘‘New York can never be
a model city.”” The campaign
then became turned around
the issue of ‘‘law and order.”’
The liberals had nothing to
offer in terms of reformist
solutions to the city’s prob-
lems. The question of law
and order was effectively used
as a smokescreen by the con-
servatives and liberals alike
to cover the real economic
undercurrents causing the
ripples of violent protest in
various sections of the city.

Police protection and a
strong arm was the conserv-
ative answer to the political
void left by the liberals. The
liberals thus were reduced to
calling their opponents ra-
cists, but could still pose

no real program which would
unite black and white work-

POSTAL WORKERS FIGHT MEASLY

PAY, SPEED-UP

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

If anyone ever believed that
Post Office employees were
somehow beyond the pale of
the class struggle, such naive
beliefs were shattered when
thousands of postal workers
took to the streets of New
York in mass demonstrations
on June 20. More than 2,000
clerks and letter carriers
chanting ‘‘strike, strike, stri-
ke’’, demonstrated at the main
post office in Manhattan., In
Brooklyn, a picket line pro-
test demonstration outside the
mainpost office was attacked
by club swinging cops. The
leader of the Brooklyn Postal
Union got his first lesson
on the real nature of the

than the regulars earn even
less. In addition there is
a large turnover among new
letter carriers who often com-
plain that they don’t evenhave
adequate time for coffee and
lunch breaks.

Post office workers are
talking about ¢‘sick calls’’ and
‘‘Hong Kong Flu _epidemics’’
over the July 4th weekend
because they are denied the
right to strike under Federal
law. When asked about this,
one postal worker said to
this reporter, ‘‘What are we,
slaves 7’

SLAVES
Postal employees are no

less happy with Nixon’s post-
al reorganization gcheme
whereby the Post Office will
become a government owned
but ‘‘independent’’ corpora-
tion basing its operations on
the profit incentive. There
is no doubt that this will
called wage boost which they metfm ,t’hatf all the ‘‘moderni-
called ‘“insulting’’ at a time o o0 O capitalist big bus-
. s . iness in the form of rational-
when prices are rising at the ization, speed-up, and auto-
rate of close to 10% in the mation will be brought tobear
New York area. You can ggajpst the postal employees.
bet that they described the 7phe result will be a further
Nixon increase in less polite geterioration of working con-
terms as well. The National gitions, loss of jobs and a
Association of Letter Car- gteady worsening of service
riers is demanding a 16.5% to the public, despite rising
pay increase. And to add rates. Postal Union leaders
insult to injury, regular let- charge that the plan threa-
ter carriers and clerks earn teng civil service status as
3129 per week., Compare this wel],
to New York Sanitationmen,
for instance, who earn $178
per week. Many postal em-
ployees with

state remarking that he ‘‘had
never seen police brutality
before’’ and that it was ‘‘fri-
ghtening,”’

The angry postal workers
are demonstrating and threa-
tening ¢‘sick calls’’ in pro-
test against Nixon’s 4.1% so-

RIGHTS

less seniority me continues to make strikes

illegal, and instead provides
» for the settlement of disputes

through compulsory arbitra-
. ENCLOSED 50c FOR 10 ISSUES

PR,

tion. Every postal employee
realizes that this means that
the ‘‘recognition of bargaining
rights’’ is a complete fraud.
The Presidents of the four
local unions in the New York
Metropolitan Postal Council
have come out strongly a-

_ ENCLOSED $ 2.00 FOR 1 YEAR

NAME gainst the Nixon reorganiza-
STREET " tion scheme.,  The attacks

on postal employees by the
Ty Federal government is part
STATE ZIP

and parcel of the attack on
public employees in cities and
states across the country such
as in New York where we
have the’ striké Yreaking Tay-

BULLETIN 243 E. 10TH ST.
NYC 10003

worst of all, the Nixon sche-

lor Law. These laws and at-
tacks on public employees are
perpetrated by the Democrats
no less than by the Republi-
cans. In its own interests,
all of organized labor must
unite to fight against these
laws and for the rights of
the postal workers and all
public employees.

ers.

There was no fighting pro-
gram offered to push back
the budget cuts, anti-labor
laws, taxes, and to stop the
general decay of the city.
Reformism can nolongereven
claim to try to fight these
things.

This is why Victor Gotbaum,
head of DC 37, and Harry
Van Arsdale, head of the Cen-
tral Labor Council, were
miles behind their member-
ship when they offered sup-
port to Lindsay and Wagner,
The ranks have had it with
these strikebreakers. Cal-
ling for support to such swine
leads to complete apathy with-
in the labor movement, which
in turn enables the conserva-
tives and backlash candidates
to ride in.

COUNTEROFFENSIVE
This is why anational coun-

teroffensive of the workers
and the poor is so neces-
sary in this period. The
Republicans and Democrats
have proven themselves to-
tally incapable of presenting
anything further for the work-
ing people of this country.
We need a party which will
fight for that which the Bad-

iNnsg and ti: + can’t

ed public services for all.

The bosses are now plan-
ning to further mislead the
working class by throwing up
Lindsay and his new ‘‘Urban
Party’’ as the representatives
of some sort of liberal hope-
battling single handedly a-
gainst  the arch-conserva-
tives, Marchi and Procaccino.
We all know what complete
baloney that is. Lindsay and
his primary ‘‘law and order?”’
weapon, the Taylor Law, and
his budget cuts have been
no friend of labor or the
poor. We say, we won’t stand
any more of this!

OUT WITH THE PHONEY
LIBERALS!

OUT WITH THE REAC-
TIONARIES!

BUILD A PARTY FOR AM-
ERICAN LABOR!

southern masonite workers form

party to run workers’ candidates

BY EARL OWENS

Wworkers in the Masonite
plant in Laurel, Mississippi,
recently have formed ‘‘The
Committee for a Working Peo-
ple’s Government.”” In 1967
the Masonite Company at-
tempted to reorganize plant
production - 200 state troop-
ers were brought in to pro-
tect the scabs and police head-
quarters was moved inside the
plant - after nine months of
struggle the International Uni-
on took over the local and
made a deal withthe company.
Masonite workers discovered
in practice the need for pol-
itcal struggle.

They are predominantly
white workers - some have
racist backgrounds - but they
are attempting to win support
of black workers. The Work-
ers Committee is running can-
didates for mayor and for two
commissioners. A black
woman and a black janitor
were asked to run as can-
didates. Both declined. Many
black people are suspicious
of Herbert Ishee, a Masonite
worker and candidate for ma-
yor, because he was once a
member of the Klu Klux Klan,
Wwhite businessmen are also
pressing their black em-
ployees not to have anything
to do with the new party.

Mr, Ishee states: ‘‘When
I am elected, I'm going to
see that these corporations
and rich individuals are asse-
ssed truly. 1 want people
to know from the beginning
that we are going to repre-
sent the working class of peo-
ple. 1 think this election .is
important but the idea of work-

By

L

ing people running for office
can spread.’”’

But Mr. Ishee is right. The
idea of working people run-
ning for office can spread.
And white workers cannot win
without black workers. Ra-
cial caucuses whether black,
white or brown will only serve
to divide workers. Trade un-
ion caucuses who are still
fighting bread and butter is-
sues in other parts of the

HAZEL BUSH, WORKING PEOPLES CANDIDATE IN LAUREL, MISS.

|

U.S. can learn something from
the workers of Laurel.

ASSESSED
Assesing the corporations
more will, of course, only
make them try to get more
out of the workers. If Ma-
sonite can still hire and fire
at will, controlling City Hall
won’t do any good. Mason-
ite hastobe nationalizedunder

workers control.
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LAW AND ORDER’ COMES TO MINNEAPOLIS

BY BOB JOHNSON

MINNEAPOLIS-- The vict-
ory of Charles Stenvig in the
June 10 mayorality elections
is a direct warning to Minn-
eapolis trade unionists and
students.

Running as an independent
on the single issue of ‘‘law
and order’’, Stenvig, a police
detective, first eliminated
Democrat endorsed Hegstrom
in the March primary, and
then went on to smother Rep-
ublican Cohen, 74,750 to 46,
740 in the June runoff,

Marchi and Procaccino in
New York, Yorty in Los An-
geles, and Stenvig in Minnea-
nalis - a trend that follows
the Wallace campaign by
only 7 months - is presented
in the capitalist press as a
backlash by ignorant workers
‘‘fed up’’ with campus and
racial ‘‘disorders’’.

It is, in fact, nothing of the
sort, That workers in their
thousands voted for Stenvig
demonstrates that they are
fed up, all right, but it is
only the press along with the
liberals who are maintaining
that the reason is the stu-
dents anf the blacks. It is
an all too convenient scape-
goat,

BEEF

Presumably the war, infla-
tion, super high interest rates,
growing unemployment and in-
creasing political attacks di-
rected against the unions mean
nothing to workers whose only
beef is demonstrating stu-
dents.

It is a nice way to avoid
confronting the real problems.
What really stands out most
glaring in these elections is
the complete bankruptcy of
liberal reformism in the face
of the ever deepening crisis
in U.S. capitalism.

~ell before the Wallace
campaign the Bulletin warned
workers and students of full
scale attacks by the bosses
as the only way they can
seek to preserve their sys-
tem. As we enter a period
of revolutionary upheavals
reformist attempts at hold-
ing back the impact of the
crisis fall one after another.

Wallace revealed the depth
of the discontent among trade
unionists who are fed up with
the bankruptcy of the present
politicians who have threat-

ened everything that workers
struggled to achieve since the
war,

DISGUST

When Minneapolis workers
vote for Stenvig it is not out
of a new found affection for
cops, but more a reflection
of their disgust for the liberal
Naftalin and his inability to
make a single significant im-
provement in the worsening
situation in  Minneapolis,
which is on the verge of
economic disaster.

None of this is in any way
an ‘‘apology’’ for the workers’
backwardness in voting for the
tin pot demogogy of Stenvig,
who channels their discontent
toward other victims of the
capitalist crisis.

workers will find out
through hard experience fast

enough just what ¢‘law and

order’’ in the concrete is all

about as increasing anti-
union laws get rammed down
workers throats and Stenvig
comes down firmly on the
side of the bosses.

But the whole point is, and
has been, to build an alterna-
tive leadership within the
working class, especially the
unions, that will lead workers
as a class in struggle back
against the crisis. The union
leadership has shown itself
incapable of fighting poli-
tically on behalf of its mem-
bers in endorsing Republican
Cohen, a slick politician they
tried to palm off as a newly
discovered friend of labor.

That workers by the thou-
sands have broken from the
Republicans and Democrats
is a sign that a new politi-
cal radicalization of the work-
ing class is emerging. That
this initially reflects itself

politically around the right
wing Stenvig is a grim warn-
ing. But it would be com-
pletely one-sided to picture
from this, as will of course
the radical ¢‘‘hell bent for
leather’” middle class ad-
venturists, that the working
class is moving to the right,
Through strike after strike
workers have shown that they
do not intend to pay for the
crisis.

The struggle of the Workers
League to pose to the working
class a Labor Party based
on the unions with a socialist
program to resolve the crisis
through a workers government
is vindicated more each day
as workers grope toward a
political expression
fight that daily in their unions
they are being forced towage.

Only the struggle to unite
the entire working class pol-

of the _

CHARLES STENVIG

itically can undercut the em-
bryonic fascistic tendencies
growing in strength by feeding
on the workers discontent.
Middle class radicalism, whi-

ch poses utterly reformist

and utopian demands only
furthers divisions in the work-
ing .class and between work-
ers and students,

The Honeymoon is over for S.F. Welfare Workers

B

PROBATION OFFICERS OF LOCAL400 STRIKE IN SAN FRANCISCO

BY A WELFARE WORKER

SAN FRANCISCO -- Social
workers and clerks have long
felt they had a good racket--
instead of fighting for shorter
hours, they took hour long cof-
fee breaks and signed out to
the ¢‘field” and went home.
Wages went up automatically
every year and a ‘good’ social
worker could get his clients
refrigerators, washing mach-
ines, and up the grant if the
client was paying too much
rent. Social workers saved
up for trips to Europe.

This dreamland is crumb-
ling: A wage increase for

More than 300 signatures
were obtained in the San Fran-
cisco Department of Social
Services for a petition calling
for trade union action against
the police repression in
Berkeley, The petition was
initiated by supporters of the
Wworkers League. Local 400,
which has become infamous
for its lack of activity, had
a serious political discussion
at a business meeting for the
first time in its history
according to one old time
union member,

Instead of the usual unani-
mous vote, right wingers voted
solidly against any resolution.
To their chagrin, the resol-
ution carried., Tt states in

Protest Berkeley Police Repression

part: ‘‘Whereas the member-
ship of this union is disturbed
concerning the recent dev-
elopments in the City of
Berkeley across the Bay; and
whereas these recent develop-
ments involve police repres-
sion against students, citi-
zens, public employee union
members and others, the like
of which has never been in
this country; and whereas in
defense of this ominous change
in police tactics the Governor
of the State of California used
words and phrases exactly in
line with those used by Adolph
Hitler in 1932...Resolved that
we condemn Governor Ron-
ald Reagan for his leader-
ship in this type of repressive
activity...”
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7 1/2% was cut to 5% by the
Board of Supervisors and now
the Chamber of Commerce is
attempting through the courts

to reduce the increase to zero.
However, city employees

will not even receive this in-
crease which is due on July
1st. The City Comptroller
has stated that he will not
allow the increases to go out
until the Chamber of Com-
merce’s civil suit is resol-
ved.

A request for $9,240, 000
for General Assistance was
reduced to $3,700,000 by
Ronald Borne, head of the
Department of Social Servic-
es. Under the pressure of
the workers and clients’ ri-
ghts groups combined with
the fear of violent reper-
cussions, the Social Servi-
ces Commission whose mem-
bers are appointees of the
mayor reversed the cuts,
Borne told the Commission
that they could not reverse
his decision because at the
rate county funds for General
Assistance were being spent
there would be no funds left
by November 1969 and the
whole program would have to
be closed down. But because
the Commission did not fol-
low orders, the Board of Su-
pervisors now is planning on
climinating the Commission
altogether as it no longer
SCIr'Ves any purpose.,

Further attacks on welfare
standards have been insti-
tured alone with thecuts,-Cli- - ¢

H o f deggn et reirek
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ents who are employable (even
if 60 years old) but who ad-
mit to having done farm la-
bor are cut off from General
Assistance., Cut off are all
unmarried youth between the

.ages of 18 and 21. The spec-

ial high rent allowances made
to families with children is

also cut off.
An old, obscure rule has

been revived which permits
the firing of employees who
might have thought they were

_permanent.
CONVERSION
In the midst of this comes
‘conversion’, a system in

which much of the work now
doen by social workers will-
be done by clerks. In theory
a step forward(clients’ state-
ments will be accepted with-
out further checking), inprac-
tice reactionary because
clerks will be paid less than
social workers, penalties will
increase for fraud, and special
needs will be eliminated be-
cause the clerks will have too
many cases to
meaning the system will save
money,

The Social Service Employ-
ees Union, a New Leftist con-
glomeration which calls the
AFL-CIO fascist, denounces
conversion and insteadargues
for the status quo! The SSEU
claims that if social workers
don’t control the clients mon-
ey, getting the most they can
for their clients, there will
be no reason for social work-
ers. The proponents of con-
version, on the other hand, ar-
gue that social workers will
have more time to provide
‘services’ to clients once the

money and clerical aspects
are separated out,

This debate, of course, has
nothing to do with reality. It
is absurd to talk of ‘services’
to clients while telling them
they have to live on $166
a month whichahusband, wife,
and one child must live on.
Advice, which isall ‘services’
is, can only consist of plati-
tudes when the real issue is
money. It is equally absurd
to defend the status quo as
the SSEU does because clients
could get a good deal if they
got a good social worker and
social worker jobs were safe,
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handle, all

won’t even matter what kind
of social worker the client
gets--there won’t be anything
the social worker will be able
to do.

MONEY ,
The real issue is that the
government is trying to save
money at the expense of both
worker and client. How the
government administratively
makes these cuts, whether by
conversion or increasing
caseloads or cutting out spec-
ial needs, is not important.
What is important is that the
government must be fought--
no cuts in jobs or in clients
grants must be permitted.
Several weeks ago, youth
probation officers, whose
work is similar to social
workers, went on strike. They
demanded the hiring of addi-
tional probation officers to
lighten the caseloads. Their
picket line was respected by
other workers and they won
their demand. The strike was
led by Local 400 AFL-CIO,

the city employees union,
which is also competing with

the SSEU in the Dept. of Soc-
ial Services. Confronted by
two unions in one department,
the younger employees have
tended toward the SSEU with
its radical rhetoric, and the
older employees towards Lo~
cal 400, The leadership of
Local 400 has tended to re-
1y on its connections with City
Hall instead of developing rank
and file struggle. The SSEU
correctly criticizes the bur-
eaucratic aspects of Local
400, but instead of attempting
to change 400’s leadership, it
accuses 400 of being ‘fascist’,
This insane accusation has
only servedto divide the mem-
bership of both unions and con-
fuse manv new workers. -
The key to this struggle
must be the merger of
the SSEU with Local 400. On-
ly within the labor movement
can the welfare workers make
any gains and begin the fight
to overthrow the attacks on
their wages and working con-
ditions. The fight must be
opened up within the Central
Labor Council to mobilize the
entire labor movementagainst
the cuts and against the anti-
union legislation which the

1
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NEW YORK--School ended
this year with a bang. In
the final weeks hundreds of
high school students joined in
the battle against the budget
cuts, A rally was held at
the High School of Perfor-
ming Arts; Music and Art stu-
dents marched down to City
Hall.

The Seward Park High
School Students Union called
a demonstration on June 13th

uft takes mone

BY OUR LABOR CORRESPONDENT

NEW YORK--As we go to
press a contract agreement
has been reached between the
City and the United Federation
of Teachers providing for
increases in the range of
. $1,000 per year as part of
a three year contract. The
current scale of $6,760 to
$11,150 will be raised in three
years to $9,400 to $13,950.
In addition some $10 million
will be allocated for an ex-
pansion of MES and other
improvements for schools in
ghetto areas.

Clearly the last thing
Mayor TLindsay wanted was
a strike in an election year,
particularly this year where
he has to face both a Reoub-
lican and a Democratic op-
position, and he was willing
to pay a good price to avoid
this. Moreover, for the first
time in history, he was able
to obtain a three year con-
tract from the union, Lindsay
would have had to pay sub-
stantial wage increases inany
event because of the contin-
ued flight of teachers from the

decaying New York City school
system,

At the same time the con-
tract is a tribute to the power
of the organized labor move-
ment and the failure of the
community control people, the
Ford Foundation, the City and
the revisionists to break the
union during last year’s Ocean
Hill-Brownsville battle.

. But at this writing some
large questions remain unan-

swered. Most important is
what, if any, guarantee is in
the new contract to at least
arrest the erosion of the
schools? Only a short while
ago the Board of Education was
talking in terms of increasing
the class size by one pupil

at City Hall involving students
from other schools inthe city,
In their leaflet the Seward
Park Students Union linked
the attacks on the students to
the attacks on the workers
in this city and state through
the budget cuts and the anti-
union legislation. The banners
at the demonstration demand-
‘ed: Expand the Colleges--
Free Higher Education For
All!l Stop the Budget Cuts!

and funds for capital improve -
ments arealsobeing cut,

In three years the decaying
school system can decay even
further making teacher’s

working conditions even more

The hardline Stalinist lead-
ership of the Czech govern-
ment is stepping up its attack
to break the resistance of the
students and the working class
in preparation for new eco-
nomic attacks on the working

class. This is the meaning
of the recent dissolution of
the Czech students union and
the great pressure placedupon
the powerful metal workers
union which only narrowly a-
verted a sympathy strike in
support of the students.

Many of the delegates of the
900,000 member union were
pushing for a hour long pro-
test strike and the locomotive
workers in the C.K.D, plant
actually went out for 15 min-
utes only to be forced to make
up the work at the end of
the day.

what is really at issue is
that the new Moscow leader-
ship which dumped Dubcek

seeks to combine Dubcek’s
economic policies with Mosc-

ows police state control. This

means that a series of
economic measures are now

beginning to be implemented
which will mean increased
speed-up in the shops, unem-
ployment and inflation as
Czechgslovakia gears itseco-
nomy to make it more com-
petitive with Europe at the
very time that Europe’s eco-
nomy is in crisis and eco-
nomic competition at its high-
est point since the war. This
way the world capitalist cri-
sis becomes - partially in-

Stop Police Repression! Build
a Labor Party!

The cuts made this spring
were cruel enough but now
the government has come forth
with additional blows. The
Board of Higher Education has
voted to raise fees in what
was once a tuition free city
university system. Of course
this represents only a be-
ginning. Each year will bring
increases making it harder

STUDENTS FIGHT BACK AGAINST NYC CUTS

NEW YORK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS Fl BUDGET CUTS. (LEFT) PERFORMING ARTS STUDENTS (RIGHT) SEWARD PARK HS STUDENTS.UNIdN

and harder for working class
youth in this city to get a
college education.

Just to make sure that the
students will not get anyideas
abaut fighting against these
policies, the Board has also
developed an eight point code
prohibiting actions on the
campuses.

There can be no doubt that
these moves represent an at-

tack on the working class.
This has forced Harry Van
Arsdale, head of the Central
Labor Council, to respond with
the demand that free higher
education be provided for all
youth who want it. But more
thm fine speeches are needed.
what is required is that the
fight be taken into the labor
movement, that workers and
students be mobilizedinareal
fight against these attacks.

y, three year contract

impossible and the pupils’ ed-
ucation even more of a farce.
And the City will have the
union tied to a three year
contract prohibited from
strike action to fight back.

ternalized in Czechoslovakia,
delivering through the bu-
reaucracy direct blows on the
working conditions and living
standards of the Czech work-
ing class.

Under such conditions any
form of independence of stu-
dents or workers is extremely

( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 )

Although they were unable
to achieve an official condem-
nation of the Chinese, the
Soviet -leadership used the
Moscow conference primarily
in order to step up the camp-
paign against Peking. One
after another the loyal fol-
lowers of the Kremlin got
up to denounce Maoism, to
label it as ‘‘neo-Trotsky-
ism’’, and even ‘‘more dan-
gerous than the old Trotsky-
ism.,”

Indian Stalinist leader
Dange recalled with satisfac-
tion the role played by Mos-
cow in the notorious Tash-
kent agreement of 1965. At
that time Kosygineagerly car-
ried out the dirty work for
U.S. imperialism, bringing the
Pakistani and Indian rulers
together to settle their dif-
ferences, strengthening both
reactionary regimes as well
as imperialism, which stood
to lose much from the threat
of revolutionary upheaval in
that area of the world. And
vet Dange and other Moscow

When we place this settle-
ment inthe framework of Nix-
on’s cuts in educational funds
and the deepening economic
crisis we can see that this
three year contract--at any

dangerous. Despite all gov-
ernment efforts, however, the
back of the resistance of the
Czech workers has not yet
been broken nor is it like-
ly to be. Thus Czechoslova-
kia is heading towards new
explosions with the working
class emerging as the real

Moscow Conference Of Stalinism In Disarray

puppets spoke brazenly of the
threat posed by the collabo-
ration between imperialism
and the Chinese! This is
the big lie technique with a
vengeance!

British CP secretary John
Gollan spoke about the attain-
ment of a parliamentary ma-
jority coming out for social-
ism as the final goal of the
CP. This is the ¢‘‘leader’”
who disassociates himself
from the Soviet intervention
in Czechoslovakia. It isclear
that for Gollan and the Brit-
ish party it is not a matter
of defending the Czech work-
ing class but of taking up a
right wing position, of dem-
onstrating their responsibil-
ity to their own bourgeoisie,
even if this necessitates a
polite dispute with the Krem-
lin,

In their hysterical campaign
against the Chinese Revolu-
tion; in their constant intri-
gues and vicious pressures
brought to bear upon the Viet-
namese fighters; in their at-
tacks upon the Arab comman-

wage price--could well be the
biggest blow to the teachers
and the working class youth
of New York City the leader-
ship of the UFT and the gov-
ernment has ever delivered.

vanguard of the struggle. Such
explosions come at a time
when revolutionary develop-
ments are on the agenda
throughout capitalist Europe.
The interpenetration of these
two developments spell the
deathknell for capitalism and
Stalinist bureaucratic rule.

do militants and their efforts
to make sure that even Nas-
ser does not get out of line;
their complete capitulation to
the ruling national bourgeoisie
in Asia and Latin America;
and their struggle to keep
the students and workers div-
ided in France and through-
out Europe in every possible
way the Stalinist parties as-
sembled in Moscow in June
are the main counterrevolu-
tionary accomplices of impe-
rialism within the working
class.

The Stalinist bureaucracy
is in mortal crisis and the
Moscow conference shows
this. All the centrifugal ten-
dencies amongst these parties
will not automatically destroy
them, however. On the con-
trary, it is necessary to ex-
pose these traitors over and
over again, We must take
advantage of the crisis of
the bureaucracy to forge links
to workers inside the Com-
munist Party, and to build
the Fourth International



