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SELLOUT OF VIETCONG BREWS

President Johnson has
just announced the halt to the
bombing of North Vietnam--
a step greeted by all three
presidential candidates, in-
cluding Wallace.
deal which led to the bombing
halt has within it all the e-
lements of the deal that is
now shaping up for the fate
of the Vietnamese revolution-
ary struggle,

From the very beginning the
bombing issue was the public
cover for the private maneu-
vers between the U,S., North
Vietnam and to be sure the

USSR as to what the future
The -

of Vietnam will be.
moment there was agreement
in basics on this, at that
moment the bombing would
stop. That moment has now
come,

First it must be noted that
_the bombing halt is not un-
conditional as the North Viet-
namese and NLF hadcorrect-
ly insisted on for so long
publically, It is understood
that the bombing will be re-
instituted the moment the NLF
goes on an offensive as it did
last ‘January attacking the
major cities. This means that
what the big powers have in
store for Vietnam will fall
far short of the victory of the
NLF. This is to be exclud-
ed.

COALITION
What is reallybeing planned
is clear from the critical
decision to include in future
talks bothSaigon military pup-

The secret *

VICTORIOUS VIETCONG ENTER SUBURB OUTSIDE SAIGON DURING TET OFFENSIVE IN JANUARY

pet government and the NLF,
The fact that neither group,
each claiming sovereignty o-
ver all the South, will have

official status means nothing.
The presence of both ‘‘gov-

ernments’’ means that a deal
is being cooked up for a co-
alition government inthe South
including representatives of
the corrupt Thieumilitary cli-
que as well as the NLF,
Such a coalition government
means the maintenance of
capitalist relations in South
Vietnam and the maintenance
in some form or other of
continued U.S. imperialist do-

mination--if not directly then
through its Saigon agents,What
this means for the people of
the South is a continuation of
the very conditions which they
rose up to fight--poverty, ex-
ploitation, corruption, foreign
domination.

Of course it will not be
easy to peddle such a sell-
out to the Vietnamese peo-
ple. There may be months
and months of negotiations,
new crises, secretdiplomacy,
etc., while thousands of Am-
ericans and Vietnamese con-
tinue to die on the battle-
field.

There can be no doubt but
that the Stalinist leadership
of North Vietnam, the Stalin-
ist leaders among the NLF
leadership and particularly
the USSR must bear major
responsibility for seeking to
foist this sell-out on the Viet-
namese people. We cannot
expect those who crushed the
Czech workers to fight it out
all the way with the U.S,
in Vietnam,

VICTORY
For our part we will have

nothing to do with this deal.

The Tet Offensive proved that
the United States could be
beaten through the combined
efforts of the Vietnamese
workers and peasants and the
support of workers throughout
the world.

The only just peace in Viet-
nam is the victory of the Viet-
cong. This has always been
and continues to be our posi-
tion.

We want no more secret
deals behind the backs of the
Vietnamese people and the
workers of the world, IfHar-
riman has something to pro-
pose let him propose it be-
fore the whole world. If he
comes scurrying aroundtothe
back door of an embassy send
him around to the front door
to meet the reporters. Work-
ers everywhere have a stake
in this war, 1t is the work-
ers not these capitalist poli-
ticians or Stalinist bureau-
crats who should make the
decisions.

WARN
We warn once again: THEY

ARE PREPARING A SELL-
OUT! The whole rotten pac-
ifist orientation of the Amer-
ican anti-Vietnam struggle
has helped prepare this deal.
We accuse the SWP of open
collaboration with those who
seek to steal the fruits of
victory from the Vietnamese
workers and peasants who
have given so much and fought
so hard for a better fate
than what the bargainers are
preparing for them.

Nov. 6--As we go to press
it has been annbunced that
Nixon is the winner in one
of the closest races in his-
tory. The inability of- the
Democrats to offer any clear
alternative to Nixon, even
demogogically had much to do
with the closeness ofthe.race,
While in the last days of
the election millions of work-
ers and Negroes once again
rallied to the Democratic
Party seeing no other altern-
ative to Nixon and Wallace,
the old coalition was creek-
ing--capable of a close elec-
tion but not victory.

In this respect it is import-
ant to note that in Chicago
Negro registration was down,
undoubtedly a reflection of
Negro disenchantment with
Democrat Daley, and it was
the state of Tllinois which
gave Nixon the margin of vic-
tory. The South this time
went wholly againstthe Dem-
ocrats, another sign of the
crumbling coalition,

Also important was the
weakness of Wallace in the
North. Not only did many
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traditional conservatives vote
for Nixon when the chips were
down, but more importantly
his impact was relatively min-
or among white workers in
the North. Obviously many
workers, attracted toWal-
lace’s demogogy on the race
issue, at the last minute voted
traditional Democratic--that
is voted in a misguided way
for where they thought their

bread and butter class inter-
ests lay. "This indicates that

a real class political altern-
ative, a labor party, can
undercut reactionary racism
in this country,

It would, however, be fool-
ish to discount this Wallace
threat, As the economic cri-
sis deepens, as it inevitably
will under Nixon, So a rac-
ist reaction will deepen un-
less consciously fought on a
class political basis. The
Workers League has cam-
paigned for several months
now against the Wallace threat
and we announce our deter-
mination to deepen the strug-
gle in the coming period.

We say that the Nixon vic-
tory will mean real blows
against the organized trade
union movement andthe work-
ing class as a whole in the
coming period, Nixonis com-
mitted to an economic pol-
icy of recession and unem-
ployment, Supportedbyacon-
servative Congress of both
Democrats and Republicans
we can expect that trade u-
nion resistance to his policies

1 be met with new anti-

strike legislation.

TOUGH

At the same time we can
expect a tougher policy tow-
ards the socialist movement
in the United States., Civil
liberties will be trampled up-
on, The socialist movement
must be prepared for attacks
and must therefore deepen its
roots in the working class,
break completely from the
middle class sickness, frenzy
and adventurism that has
characterized recent dem-
onstrations, and base itself
on the growing fight back
by the workers,
~We predict that the Dem-

ocratic Party controlled Con-
gress will go with Nixon all
the way in this planned eco-
nomic and political attack a-
gainst the workers. We say
Humphrey lost this election
not because he DIDN’T put
up a real alternative to Nix-
on reflecting the interests of
the working people of this
nation, but because he
COULDN’T do this because
he like Nixon serves big bus-
iness not the people.

FORWARD

We must now carryforward
the struggle to build a new
mass political party of the
working people of this coun-

try based onthe great strength
of the American trade union

We have four
years to do this. We must
not waste any of it, We
cannot tolerate being con-
fronted once again with the
lack of real choice we had
this year, with the image of
the Democratic Party protect-
ing itself from the people with
troops and barbed wire, with
the Republican Party whipping
up reactionary sentiments a-
gainst the working people,
while Wallace pits one work-
ing man against another,

The responsibility lies with
us. We have the time, Lets
use it.

movement,

Radical Students Scab on Teachers

by Pat Connolly

At high schools throughout
New York City , so-called
radical students have organi-
zed with teachers who are
scabbing on the UFT strike
to hold classes in the schools.
High school students are
being used, and are allowing
themselves to be used, by
the city government, by Mayor
Lindsay and the Ford Founda-
tion, to help channel the
struggles of Black people into
arenas acceptable tothe ruling
class, into ‘‘ community con-
trol’’,

Students who try to break
the strike are being used by
the ruling class to perpetuate
an illusion among ghetto
dv ~llers - the illusion tha!

community control will some-
how solve, or even begin to
solve the problems facing the

educational  system in the
ghetto, The city has cut
millions out of the school
budget and has made cuts in
per pupil expenditures, and is
using community control to
evade the real issue, which is
that the city government is
unwilling to spend the money
necessary to build a decent
school system.

At the same time the city
government istryingtoweak-
en the UFT, just as it is try-
ing to weaken other city
employees unions- welfare,
sanitationmen, etc.- in order
to cut back on wages paid to
The cit

syt e,

trying to pit the community‘
and the union against each
other instead of against the
real enemy, which is the
city government, The high
school students who go along
with this attack by the city
are helping neither their own
education and futyre, nor that
of the student in the ghetto,

The only radical organi-
zation, outside the Workers
League. to take a forthright
class line on the teachers
dispute is the SDS Labor
Committee, They have issued
over 10,0001eaflets to students
under the title ¢‘Don’t be
Used’”’ exposing the real
nature of the dispute and urg-
ing students not to be used
as strik=-~hrexkoirs,
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KING ONASSIS
WEDS JACKIE

It was a marriage indeed,
a fitting scene for a 1968
La Dolce Vita, It was a
marriage that wed for all to
see those representatives of
the international ryling class.

Jackie Kennedy- revealing
herself as nothing more than
an ambitious jet setter, the
widow of that great Ameri-
can defender of democracy,
fighter for the poor and un-
derprivileged found it quite

ple of the world,
ILLUSION

It has been said that as the
struggle. deepens between the
small minority of those who
rule and the masses of work-
ers that the rulers’ are strip-
ped of their halos, That
the religious and political il-
lusions which the ruling class
perpetrates in order to con-
ceal the class divisions are
laid bare for the fraud that
they are, The bourgeoisie
will rule as long as it can
through bourgeois democracy.
They prefer it that way as
they are able to mobilize the
oppressed as Kennedy did in
support of those who oppress.

But when the struggle deep-
ens and the working class be-
gins to fight back, they drop
this illusion and rule through

% the naked and direct physical

JACKIE-AMBITIOUS JET SETTER

easy to join hands with that
defender of and financial prop
and beneficiary of the right
wing Greek dictatorship which
has rejected even the cover
of democracy, and rules
through open armed repres-
sion. But they had all met
before. John Kennedy and
Winston Churchill had supped
with Mr, Onassis many years
before.

The wedding got off to a
fitting start when over 70
people were literally thrown
off their scheduled flight so
Mrs. Kennedy and her set
would not have to wait, The
plane of course was owned
by Mr. Onassis’ company.
Then it was off to Mr. Ona-
ssis’ island which was bought
with the many millions he has
accumulated off of the backs
of workers all over the world
and through every sort of
thievery known to the inter-
national tycoons of big busi-
ness. While Jackie has been
swimming these days, her
generous spouse has been run-
ning back and forth in nego-
tiations with the military dic-
tatorship of Greece.

CATACOMBS

Meanwhile back inthe States
Cardinal Cushing is threat-
ening to resign his post be-
cause some dared to criti-
cize those whom he repre-
sents, For the. masses of
people who live under the rule
of Catholicism there is no
breaking the rules but for the
bourgeoisie it’s different, No
doubt the Pope has orderedthe
mobilization of thousands of
Jesuits into the catacombs of
the Vatican searching through
the canons to get Mrs, O. off
the hook.

But Mrs, Onassis assures
all she is ‘‘happy’’ and the
Cardinal protests that above
all she should be ‘‘happy’’.
But the ‘‘greatest possible
happiness’’ which the ruling
class spreads is theirs and
theirs alone - at the expense
of the masses of working peo-

‘rule of

the military *as
in Greece. Those institutions
which aid the ruling classlike
the church andthe official mo-

- rality merely serve to cover

this relationship. But when
the chips are down itbecomes
clear that their rules areonly
for the masses of the work-
ing class to keep them obe-
dient and not for their mast-
ers,

ILA Wildcats
Over Containers

NEW  YORK--3,500 Longshore-,
men at  Port Newark, Elizabeth

in a wildcat strike in defiance of
court injunctions tying up half the
shipping here.  The immediate
.cause of the walkout was the de-
mand of the workers that royalties
from containerization be given in
the form of cash to the workers
rather than welfare fund payments.

This containerization shipping
question continues to plague the
longshore industry ond all indi-
cations are that this is only the
beginning. As this kind of shipp-
ing spreads more cargo will be
moved with less men creating un-
‘employment on the docks.

Secretary of Commerce C.R.
Smith has just issued a statement
the spreud of ‘containeri-

urging

zation not only in maritime but
throughout  the entire transport
industry. The idea is to develop
an ‘‘intermodal transport’” sys-

tem whereby these containers can
be shipped by truck, train, air,

one form of transport to the other.

Behind this new development,
which has such heavy support from
‘the government, is the desire to
cut the costs of selling U.S. manu-
factured goods abroad to make
American industry more competi-
tive in this period of deepening
economic crisis.

All  workers in transportation
are facing the same threat to their
jobs. There is a crying need for
a common struggle of transport
workers to see that the advantages
of these new techniques go to the
workers, not to the bosses in pro-
fits, that jobs are protected through
the introduction of a shorter work
week in transport. If there is not
this united action, the bosses
and the government will pit one
section of transport workers ao-
the other and the result

gainst
be the loss of millions of

will

jobs.

and Hoboken docks have gone out,

or boat and easily switched from .

NMU--For a Real Rank & File Caucus

by H. Brooks

a merchant seaman

The National Maritime U-
nion desparately needs a real
rank and file caucus to fight
Curran., The Morrissey group
is just that, a small group
or handful, who never con-
sult the rank and file, It
is wrong in asking for Gov-
ernment intervention to help
us. The government under
the Republicans or Democrats
have given us Taft-Hartley,
Landrum-Griffin and other
hostile acts. Down with gov-
ernment

maritime industry. The gov-
ernment is not interested in
our welfare, only in preserv-
ing the profits of the ship-
ping magnates.

The American maritime.in-
dustry is a sick and shArifk-
ing industry. I we do not
take action soon there won’t
be any jobs left for us. Un-
der Curran we have seen the
industry shrink to a small
fraction of what it once was.
Morrissey correctly demands
democracy in the NMU, and
better pay and conditions but
he has no program for the
biggest problem of all--the

danger that with or without.

intervention in the

LATEST MODEL OF THE NEW FULLY AUTOMATED CONTAINER SHIPS

democracy, high or low pay
we will soon be all out of
work.

PROBLEM

We know what the problem
is: American shippingis being
replaced by foreign flag ship-
ping and at the same time
they are taking more jobs
away through automating the
ships,

The Government seeks to
counter this by subsidizing
the shipping industry. But
this hasn’t stoppedthe shrink-
ing of the industry. All this
government money does is to
give the bosses guaranteed

2

ALUMINUM CONTAINER BEING LOADED ON TO JET

profits while our working
conditions and pay suffer. We
say instead the industry
should be nationalized under
the control of the seamen.,
That way all the money that
would have gone into profits
can be used to raise the sea-
men’s living standards and
expand the industry.

The question of foreign
competition can only be dealt
with by fighting to raise the
living standards of foreign
seamen to our level. This
requires real cooperation be-
tween international seamen’s
unions leading to a real in-
ternational union of seamen

which will put a stop to this
business of pitting seamen
of one nation against the other
to bring down the wages of
workers all over the world.
We are now living inthe space
age, and must think interna-
tionally, not like we weresea-
men in the times of Christ-
opher Columbus.

JOBS

At the same time as we
fight for nationalizing the
ships under the control of
seamen and building an inter-
national maritime union, we
fight for the introduction of
the four watch system to help
create more jobs on the ex-
isting ships. This will not
only help protect the jobs
we have but will open upmar-
itime to the thousands of un-
employed. This is the way
to create jobs in all industry
for a real war on poverty
and so employed and un-
employed workers can fight
together.

In order tofight injunctions,
T-H laws, Landrum-Griffin,
etc. we need our own party,
an American labor party, to
fight the Nixons, the Hum-
phiries and Johnsons who are
always fighting us. Wallace
comes from the Democratic
Party, and many workers who
are disillusioned with the
Democratic Party think that
Wallace, a racist demogogue,
will help us. A labor party
based onthe trade unions could
effectively fight the threat of

Wallace’s fascismand racism,
and keep down racism in the

NMU which has always ex-
isted among the reactionary

elements,
STEP

A Chinese proverb says
‘Long journey begins with first
step.”” Let us begin our first
steps and struggle to build
a new leadership over a rea-
sonable period of time, It
won’t be done overnight, Write
in to this paper if you are
interested, or would like your
letter printed, Write inideas,
suggestions, criticisms ofthis
article or anything you want
to say.

Against Racism! For an
inter-racial all inclusive cau-
cus to build a new union lead-
ership!

Defense guards tofight Cur-
ran’s goons and fascist thugs,
in order to protect seamen
in their right to speak at
meetings shoreside and on
ships!

Organize now to wrest con-
trol  from Curran’s dicta-
torship!
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by Dennis 0'Casey

The development of monopoly capitalism, begin-
ning particularly in the 1890’s posed before the
Socialist movement of that period tremendous
challenges to the development of Marxist theory,
In ‘Imperialism-the Highest Stage of Capitalism’
Lenin was able to meet this challenge by showing
how the new tendency towards monopolization and
international rivalry was a consistent working out
of the fundamental laws of motion of capitalism
analyzed .a half century earlier by Marx. From
this theoretical vantage point in political economy
Lenin was able to draw the correct revolutionary
conclusions that led to October. At the saine time
there were those that abandoned the Marxist
movement and went over to reformism seeing in
the new development of capitalism indications that
it had overcome its basic contradictions render-
ing revolutions no longer necessary or possible.

The same kind of challenge to the extension of
Marxist theory has been presented by the develop-
ment after 1945 of the post war boom which has
led all manner of self styled Marxists once again
to the conclusion that capitalism has shed its
basic contradictions and from thence into the
camp of reformism.

The most pernicious of such theorists are
those who continue to clothe themselves in the
garb of revolutionary Marxism while denying its
revolutionary content. This is why the Belgian
economist Ernest Mandel who follows faithfully
the line of the Pabloite United Secretariat and the
Socialist Workers Party in the United States who
have recently sponsored him on his Americantour,
must be particularly singled out for exposure,

NEO.CAPITALISM

Mandel holds to the view that since WW II
capitalism has entered into a new ‘neo-capitalist’
stage different from the monopoly capitalism
described by Lenin, At the heart of the ‘neo-
capitalist’ theory is the conception that the post
war economic boom which Marxists see as only
a temporary phenomenon has now become a per-
manent feature of capitalism. Neo-capitalism is
a capitalism which is capable of resisting any
tendency towards crisis of the kind that struck it
in 1929. On this economic footing Mandel like
the Pabloites saw a ‘new reality’ open up in the
post war period requiring an entirely different
strategy for the revolutionary movement. Other
classes than the proletariat and other parties

than the Leninist party would be capabie of creat-

ing workers states,

Mandel himself occasionally protests that he
doesn’t believe that the long term expansionary
cycle begun after WWII will last forever; he
equivocates with pronouncements that the term
neo-capitalism should be used cautiously and that
although different from monopoly capitalism neo-
capitalism is fundamentally the same. As we will
show, however, these equivocations are nothing
more than efforts to grasp at figleavesof Marxist
orthodoxy to cover a theoretical outlook that is
bourgeois to the core and identical in every fun-
damental respect with the more forthright ped-
dlers of neo-capitalist theory from Deutscher to
Debray.

PERMANENT

The very logic of Mandel’s analysis of the
post-war boom leads to the conclusion that it is
a permanent phenomenon. He explains both the
existence of the boom and its ability to sustain
itself by reference to all the surface features
of the post-1945 period apparent to any bourgeois
economic journalist. Thus the boom is seen at
once as the result of technological innovations
developed in the last 20 years, pressure on the
capitalists from the non-capitalist world to make
their system work, above all state intervention
into economic life in the particular form of
Keynesian stop-go fiscal and monetary techniques
combined with massive military and social in-
surance expenditures all of which tend to allow
the capitalists to transform what would otherwise
be a classical economic crisis into mere reces-
sions,

Mandel is incapable of understanding the transi-
tory character of the boom because he approaches
it from the standpoint of formal rather than
dialectical logic. Formal logic sees reality as
fixed and static. Thus Mandel rather than seeing
the boom as a particular moment of the whole
process of development of imperialism in this
century sees only the moment abstracted from
the process and seeks only to make an empiri-

cal analysis of it. He refuses to dig beneath its
momentary and superficial, i.e, empirical, aspects
and see it in its origins and self movement through
internal contradictions as dialectical logic de-
mands,

His definition of the boom like all definitions
based upon formal logic casually combine several
empirical aspects, technological advances, inter-
vention of the state, permanent war economy giving
us an eclectic definition pointing at various sides
of the phenomenon but ignoring the demand of dia-
lectical logic for an all-sided definition taking
in all the connections and mediations of reality
particularly in their self movement, Thus he
cannot really explain why the boom came into
existence and what forces are transforming it

The theories of Ernest Mandel, discussed in
this article, represent the basic théoretical
underpinnings of the opportunist practice of
the Socialist Workers Party and its internat-
ional collaborators in the United Secretariat.
Mandel’s theories of ‘‘neo-capitalism’’ and
“*structural reforms’’ represent a fundamental
revision of Lenin's and Trotsky's conception
of monopoly capital and of the transitional
program.  His views represent today what
Kautsky's views and those of the Austro-
Marxists represented in Lenin's day.

into its opposite--a collapse on the order of
1929, i.e., how why or even if the boom is chang-
ing. . Therefore his protestations to the effect

‘that he believes that someday the boom might

end are far from scientific, are nothing more
than the idealist visions of a guru.

Mandel’s method is identical with that of the
vulgar economists whom Marx woverthrew -in the
writing of Capital. Like the vulgar economists
who took as their starting point the apparent
forms of wealth in bourgeois society, profit,
wages, ground rent, Mandel begins with the ap-
parent features of the post war boom. Marx’s
great achievement however was to treat the basic
laws of motion of the capitalist system first
independently of the forms they took on the level
of appearance in the capitalist superstructure,
Only then did he return to the level of appearance
and show the movement of appearances in terms
of these basic laws, showing thereby how the
movement of profit wages and ground rent resolved
themselves into the class struggle and the smash
up of the system,

LAWS

What is .obviously required in any Marxist
analysis of the post-war boom is a definition
that relates the basic laws of motion of capita-
lism, the labor theory of value, the tendency for
the organic composition of capital to rise and
the tendency of the falling rate of profit, to the
surface features of the post-1945 development,
It is necessary to show that the post-war boom is
in fact a working out of these laws,

But Mandel, as his pamphlet ‘An Introduction
to Marxist Economic Theory’ published by the
YSA in 1967 reveals, while he is capable of re-

-capitulating in some detail these basic laws as

laid down in Capital he can only present this
material in an abstract fashion never concretely,
This is why these laws do not in any way figure
into his analysis of neo-capitalism.

Finally dialectic logic demands that the entire-
ity of human experience be brought into any de-
finition of the post-war boom--in particular the
connection ‘between economics and the class
struggle as it has proceeded prior to and through-
out the boom period,

BOOM

The analysis of the boom made by the Inter-
national Committee of the Fourth International in
its 1961 resolution ‘World Prospects for Socia-
lism’ and thereafter has always proceeded from a
dialectical standpoint, Our analysis did not begin
with the boom but with the fundamental contra-
dictions that have characterized capitalism and
imperialism through this century, The tendency
with the accumulation and technological advance of
capital for rate of profit to fall; tendencies toward
a concentration of wealth, monopoly, the neces-
sity. for the export of capital, internal rivalry, the

tendency towards anarchy and crisis and aboveall,
tendency towards ever sharpening class struggle;
these .are the fundamental driving forces on the
basis of which we developed our analysis of the
particular phase of imperialism experienced since
WWII,

In our analysis of the boom itself we showed
that capitalism survived 1945 only because of the
betrayal of Stalinism and reformism in the 30’s
and war years which alone prevented the working
class from taking advantage of over-ripe revolu-
tionary conditions., These betrayals more than
any other factor laid the basis for the post-war
boom, In the 30’s and early 40’s world imperia-
lism was able to undertake the wholesale slaughter
of capital in the form of idle and destroyed plant
capacity as well as drive down drastically the
subsistence level of the working class thereby
relieving the pressure on the rate of profit and
laying the basis for the post war expansionary
phase. The length and relative strength of the
boom has been then the result of the depth of the
crisis in the interwar period,

No less a central factor however was the
ability of U.S. capitalism, based on its relative
strength after the war, to utilize the fixed rela-
tion of the U.S. dollar to gold to export dollars
abroad far in excess of the monetary gold held in
Fort Knox. Although this policy coincided with
the need of U.S. capitalism in overcoming pressure
on the rate of profit and also provided the liqui-
dity necessary to stimulate recovery in Europe
the central point of our analysis has always been
that this together with tremendous military and
other parasitic state expenditures has given an
artifical base to the boom. The inflation of the
dollar to the point where there is now $30 bil-
lion in gold at Ft. Knox has been possible only
because the law of value has been suspended
in the sense that its effects have not been ap-
parent on the surface,

CRISIS
The longer and larger the boom however, all

the more devastating the great financial and
liquidity crisis that would follow - that was our
analysis in 61. This perspective is now being
richly confirmed even on the level of appearance
in the form of balance of payments crisis which
has resulted already in the devaluation of two
major currencies which in turn is already leading
to a condition of autarchy and a complete lack of
agreement by world bankers on anything other
than the need to sharpen attacks on the working
class in ever country. Mandel in several arti-
cles on the world monetary crisis in the last
year has far more confidence than the interna-
tional bourgeoisie in their ability to patch up
this crisis through the use of SDR’s, the two
tier system and other schemes of this kind re-
vealing a total ignorance on his part as to the .
real roots of the monetary crisis the basic con-
tradictions of capitalism itself.

The slowdown of world trade and investment
resulting from efforts to avoid devaluation of the
dollar and the general collapse of the world
economy that can be expected with certainty.
Devaluation is the soil in which all the other
temporarily submerged contradictions of the sys-
tem in the form of the falling rate of profit
sharpen and sharpen international rivalry reach-
ing even to the workers states demanding above
all efforts to restore the rate of profit through
destruction of working class organizations.

Economic disequilibrium in France with the
May uprising, in Britian with the crisis of the
Labor Party and in the United States with the
break up of the liberal-labor alliance in the
Democratic party and the rise of Wallace, In
order to resolve .the crisis which is rapidly
coming to a head the capitalists will be more
and more driven in the direction of bonapartism
and fascism, a tendency which is already ap-
parent in the metropolitan countries in the form
of Wallacism, Powellism, and the return of Salon
and Mosley. Marxists see in this crisis the
opening of fresh revolutionary oppgortunities.

Here is the boom in its origins and self-move-
ment through internal contradictions, the move-
ment of appearance in relation to the underlying
dynamics of capitalism. Such'an analysis stands
both theoretically and in terms of is empirical
vindication in recent events as an utter refutation
of neo-capitalism,

UPSURGE

. However Mandel’s revisions of Marxist theory
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go well beyond the pale of political economy.
Mandel’s elimination of economic crisis as a
factor in the neo-capitalist era leaves him with
the problem of explaining the upsurge of the work-
ing class begun as egrly as 1961 with the Belgian
General Strike and having intensified tremendously
in the last two years, The question arises if
the working class under neo-capitalism no longer
faces the problem of hunger and in general the
kind of sharp economic attack on their material
conditions experienced in the interwar period,
whence the basis for the upsurge much less the
basis for proletarian revolution, Mandel’s ans-
wer is that the working class will now embark on
a revolutionary struggle over issues of democratic
rights; ‘discontent with a system which forces them
to produce and consume more and more commodi-
ties which give less and less satisfaction etc.

Listen to Mandel describe the basis for pro-
letarian revolution commenting on the French
events in the June 14 Militant: ‘It is now proven
that a neo-capitalist regime, which eliminates
starvation and the most abject poverty of the
proletariat - at least in the imperialist countries -
and which succeeds in avoiding the most catas-
trophic economic crisis ...cannot in any way
eliminate the basic sources of proletariat revolu-
tion.

‘It is because neo-capitalism has made these
needs for fairness, justice, equality, liberty still
sharper than in the period when the workers of
the West were crushed by hunger; it is because neo-
capitalism is totally . powerless to satisfy these
elementary needs of the student-worker masses-
administration of the factories and universities
by those who work in them, by the abolition of
all privileges of wealth and academic standing it
is because these needs can be met only by the
expropriation of the bourgeoisie, that the bank-
ruptcy of neo-capitalism, which accounts for the
explosions of 1960-61 in Belgium, of 1965 in
Greece, and May 1968 in France, leads inexor-
ably toward the socialist revolution.’

IDEALISM
Such conceptions are completely alien to Marx-

ism., Marx’s whole life’s work was devoted to a
struggle against idealist conceptions of this kind.
This is why Capital was written, The working
class is a revolutionary class because of its
social position in relation to the means of pro-
duction-by virtue of the fact that capitalism makes
it not only numerically strong but because capi-
talism extracts from it surplus value and per-
iodically crushes it even down below the level
of subsistance it achieves through years of strug-
gle. This is precisely what was facing the French
working class in the form of the Fifth Plan and
the "efforts of the French capitalists to increase
their competitiveness through increased unemploy-
ment and higher productivity in the factories; it
was these deteriorating material conditions that
set the stage for the French General Strike,
Likewise it is a sliding back of the standards of
living of workers in all metropolitan countries
that is responsible of the sharpening of class
struggle in every country. All the incidental
and superficial features of these struggles ulti-
mately resolve themselves to a fight between
capital and labor over the question of the ex-
traction of surplus value,

What Mandel is attributing to the working class
is precisely his own outlook that of the petty-
bourgeoisie  represented by such fignres as
Deutscher, Sweezy, Marcuse, Debray and Sartre,
all of whom denying the revolutionary potential
of the working class in the post war period
became critical of and sought in an idealist and
utopian way to reform what it considered the ab-
uses of capitalism. Thus much was said by these
figures about such problems as the concentration
of power in the hands of the few, the risks of
nuclear war, the plight of the colonial populations,
the dominance of intellectual life by financial and
military institutions and the domination of the
individual by the mass media in what had become
the consumer society,

Rather than being content with openly stating
that the working class has taken up this petty
bourgeois outlook Mandel goes a step further
and suggests that the working class has all but
merged and become at one with the petty bour-
geoisie., Mandel uses phrases like ‘proletariani-
zation’

of the students and ‘homogenization of

blue collar, white collar and technical labor’
to suggest the erosions of class lines between the
proletariat and the petty bourgeoisie forgetting
altogether the reactionary side of the latter class
and the absolute distinctness with which Marx,
Lenin and Trotsky drew between these two classes,

What Mandel has in mind is clear and not very
novel. Mandel’s conception of the struggle for

socialism under neo-capitalism is nothing other
than the mobilization of the working class under

the leadership of the petty bourgeoisie, the very
opposite of the Marxists standpoint.

REFORMS

This is why at the center of his neo-capita-
list theories lies not the Transitional Program
of the Fourth International but a program of
‘anti-capitalist structural reforms’, its very op-
posite. According to Mandel, ‘the fundamental
goal of these reforms would be to take away the
levers of command in the economy from the
financial groups, trusts and monopolies and place
them in the hands of the nation, to create a
public sector of decisive weight in credit, indus-
try and transportation, and to base all of this on
workers control, This would mark the appearance
of dual power at the company level and in the
whole economy and would rapidly culminate in a
duality of the political power between the work-
ing class and the capitalist rulers,” This in
turn, according to Mandel would somehow usher
in the conquest of power by the working class.

To see what this gibberish really means let us
look at Mandel’s views on the French General
Sfrike. In commenting on these events Mandel
begins with the fact that there is no mass revo-
lutionary party capable of providing an alternative
to the CP and thenratherfrom viewing the events
from the point of view of how that party is to be
constructed Mandel devotes himself to pragmati-
cally formulating demands which he feels could
be achieved in France without the seizure of
power.

Thus he urges the setting up of factory com-
mittees which in his words would assume ‘de
facto’ control over production, regulate the type
and quantity of production hiring and unemploy-
ment, look into the companies books, etc. and
finally meet in national congresses to ‘construct
a plan . of economic. development for Socialist

France.” (Militant, June 14)

What is clear is that Mandel’s conception of
socialist revolution is anything but revolutionary;
it is the evolutionary gradual take over of capi-
talist institutions, This is the meaning of ‘anti-
capitalist structural reforms.” The demand for
factory Committees, workers control of produc-
tion, etc., are raised in the Transitional Program
as part of the program around which the revolu-
tionary party mobilizes the working class for the
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MANDEL (AT LEFT) BEGINS WITH SURFACE IMPRESS-

IONS AND BOURGEOQIS ECONOMICS TO OVERTHROW
THE BASIC CONCEPTIONS OF MARX'S CAPITAL.

smashing of the bourgeois state apparatus, Fac-
tory Committees, and workers control raised in
any other context are not only reformist but just
as reactionary as the Russian Soviet as long as
they were dominated by forces other than the
Bolshevik Party. The Transitional Program is
not for the purpose of putting forth demands that
can be achieved under capitalism. On the con-
trary its demands are for the purpose of showing
the working class that even a modest demand
requires a revolutionary overthrow and smash-
ing of the bourgeois state and thereby winning
them to the revolutionary party.

Mandel does not focus in his discussion of
France on the problem of the construction of
the Fourth International or the problem of smash-
ing the bourgeois state precisely because these
factors do not figure into his conception of socia-
list revolution.

There is nothing ng\LND in Mandel’s theory of
‘anti-capitalist structural reforms’, Mandel seeks
to include his conception of a Soviet system in
DeGaulle’s France much in the way the Austro-
Marxists whom Trotsky takes to task in his
polemic against Kautsky ‘Terrorism and Com-
munism’ sought ‘to include the soviet system in
the Ebert-Noske constitution’. Trotsky takes up
in particular Max Zdler who developed the con-
ception that ‘in each town, borough and ward,
the Workers’ Councils must ‘control’ the police
and other officials.’” ‘The workers councils in the
long run will receive as much constitutional
power as they acquire by means of their own
activity.© Trotsky showed how this theory that
the ‘Soviets must gradually grow up into politi-
cal power of the proletariat without an armed

( Continued on page eight )
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P L=WHY IT
BETRAYS

UNION RANKS |

by Lucy St. John

The latest maneuvers of Progressive Labor
within the SSEU only go to reveal the absolute
dangers to the trade union movement of these
would-be leaders, With all their propaganda
about rank and file militancy, democracy and
the fight against ¢‘ misleaders’’ in the labor
bureaucracy, when the chips are down those
members in the union who are uncritically su-
pported by PL always end up right in the same
nest with the ‘‘misleaders’’ in an alliance against
the rank and file.

Those union members supported by PL who
now have named themselves ‘‘Members of the
Welfare Club of the Progressive Labor Party’’
have opposed affiliation from the beginning. Origin-

ally members supported by the Workers League -

fought PL within the old Rank and File Committee
precisely on this question. At that time PL
favored raiding the District Council to get the
clerks and supervisors in the SSEU, Members
supported by the Workers League fought for
over 18 months for affiliation, When this fight
was taken up by the ranks and the bureaucracy,
PL finally decided to support it in a clear show
of opportunism,

In June the referendum for affiliation was
defeated by a small minority. A 67% vote in
favor of affiliation was required. The referendum
received a vote of 62% in favor of affiliation
indicating that the vast majority of the rank and
file were in favor of it.

LEADERSHIP

Following this vote, the Morgenstern leader-
ship handed over the leadership of the Staff for
Merger commlttee which had been formed on
an ad hoc basis to unite forces in the union in
favor of affiliation, to the members of Welfare
Club of PL. The Morgenstern leadership which
had refused to really wage a serious struggle
for affiliation turned this committee over to
those it knew would best carry out its interests
_and continue to drag its feet on this question,
those great ‘‘fighters’’ against the bureaucracy,

NEW YORK..As a result of the 2,000
signatures collected by the Affiliation Now
Caucus, a special membership meeting of
the Social Service Employees Union was
held on Oct. 31 to reopen the question of
merger with District Council 37, AFSCME
of the AFL.CIO. The meeting followed upon
the news that the City had declared that
60% of the SSEU’s 1969 contract is ‘‘un-
negotiable.’’

The meeting reflected the growing dis-
parity between the mass of the rank and
file of the union on the one hand and the
leadership plus the various professional
radicals in the union on the other. The ranks
had earlier voted by a 62% majority for mer-
ger, just short of the two-thirds needed ac-
cording to the Constitution. The Affiliation
Now Caucus petition gatherers noted that
many solidly anti-affiliation centers were
now strongly pro-affiliation reflecting that
the fact that the continuing deterioration of
conditions in the department together with
the closeness of the contract deadline was
forcing many to understand the urgency of
affiliation. They predict a new referendum
would carry by 75 to 80%.

The membership meeting first voted over-
whelmingly to re-open the merger question
defeating the openly anti-affiliation forces

led by the Spartacist-supported Militant Cau-
cus, the Black caucus, and assortedradicals.

Then the real job of sabotage was car-
ried out by Ray Agostini and the Progressive
Labor led ‘‘Staff for Merger’” group--a group
devoted to preventing merger. Agostini, who

SSEU-Leadership & PL  Conspire to

SSEU BUREUACRACY HAS FAILED TO WAGE THE NECESSARY FIGHT FOR AFFILIATION

PL.

Staff for MeTrger essentially became defunct
for a number of months. This was done despite
the fact that it was clear that the majority of
the ranks in the union wanted affiliation, When
the leadership of Staff for Merger finally did
call’ a meeting, it was not to discuss affiliation,
Rather this leadership supported by PL was
attempting to turn Staff for Merger into a base
for itself conveniently omitting the question of
affiliation. :

At the meeting the Affiliation Now Caucus
supported by the Workers League raised the
demand that the Staff for Merger begin a petition
campaign to get a membership meeting called to
reverse the previously passed motion not to re-
consider affiliation, This fight for affiliation
was raised in the context of the upcoming fight
for the contract, posing that affiliation was essential
in uniting all three unions in a struggle for the
1969 contract.

LIMITED
This proposal was fought by the leadership

of Staff for Merger. The PL supported leadership
contended that the SSEU did not need a new
referendum and that such a fight would ‘‘split’’
the union., In opposition to affiliation these people
posed ‘‘unity from below’’ pointing to a recent

Sabotage Merger

The Affiliation Now Caucus counter-
posed to this motion one calling for a refer-
endum in November so that merger could take
claims to favor merger in ‘‘principle’’ but
not now, put forward a motion to refer the
holding of a new referendum back to the
Executive Committee of the union, the very
leadership which has refused to push for-
ward  the merger fight.
place in time to effect the contract nego-
tiations.

President Martin Morgenstern was put
on the spot by a motion from the floor de-
manding that he make clear his position
on the motions. He spoke endorsing the posi-
tion of Agostini and Progressive Labor which
has been doing his dirty work in the union
the past few months.

The motion for the November referendum
lost by a vote of 130 to 86 as the openly

anti-uffiliofion forces combined with Agos-
tini's group. Clearly the majority of the

pro-affiliation forces voted for the Affilia-
tion Now Caucus motion and this motion
could only be defeated by this unprincipled
combination with the anti-affiliation people.

The future of the union lies with the rank
and file workers in the department who take
seriously the threat to their job conditions
and living standards posed by the city and
who understand elemental class solidarity
in a way these so-called radicals do not.
The supporters of the SWP in the union, by
the. way, were not even concerned enough
for the interests of the union’s ranks to show
up at the meeting.

work action at~ Gramercy Welfare Center which
had a united staff in a single center in a limited
work action.

The leaflet published by Gramercy workers
indicates this lack of perspective.

““We at Grammercy do not seek a major con-

-frontation with the City. But, if such a confronta-

tion must come, thenlet it comehereat Gramercy

All that we do is within our legal rights ,
We do not seek suspensions, and if they come, the
blame lies with the City.”’

But the point is that a major confrontation
with the city is necessary. But such a confronta-
tion must be taken seriously, must pose demands
which will solve the increasing deteriorating
situation facing the workers and pose a program
for victory. Such a confrontation requires a
real united front which only affiliation can pose.
The divisions within the department only serve
to aid the leaderships which do not want to struggle
and the city.

COVER

Let there be no mistake, PL’s ‘unity from
below’ is only a cover for not waging the nec-
essary struggle. If they are for unity, then
why do they oppose affiliation? 1If they are
for unity on a rank and file basis, then why
did they oppose 100% going to the ranks to con-
duct this struggle through the petition campaign
It appears that PL only wants unity where they
can lead it and since they have no intention
of struggling against the present leadership for
an alternative program of the union, they seek
to contain struggles on a local level where they
are assured of organizational control.

The Affiliation Now Caucus stated at this
meeting that they would take this fight to the
ranks since Staff for Merger had absolutely no
intention of doing this. At a second meeting
of Staff for Merger, the Affiliation Now Caucus
presented over 2,000 signatures for reconsider-
ation of the affiliation question obtained from
rank and file members throughout the city. Faced
with an accomplished fact, the leadership of
Staff for Merger was forced to go along with
the calling of the membership meeting but refused
to fight for a new referendum proposing that the
affiliation question be kept out of the hands of
the ranks and thrown back to the Executive Board
The Executive Board along with the current lead-
ership has been responsible for the foot dragging
on the affiliation question and in no way is rep-
resentative of the interests of the rank and file
members,

OPPORTUNIST

PL behind all its talk of rank and file mili-
tancy and unity completely betrays the workers
by subordinating the objective needs of the work-
ers and the union .to their opportunist ‘base
building.”

These would be trade uhion bureaucrats have
absolutely no program of struggle against the
labor bureaucracy. The most they can ever
muster is ‘more militancy.” At the same time
they refuse to conduct this struggle, seeking
to preserve little fishing ponds for base build-
ing. They tail behind the ranks in every strug-
gle, taking up struggles only when they see the
ranks moving. They then move to contain these
struggles on an isolated basis, posing ahsolutely
no alternative.

This fight also shows that at all costs PL
will fight against control of the unions by the
rank and file and will oppose and seek to sub-
vert any struggle by the ranks against the hu-

¢ Continucd on page c1ght )
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MEETING MARKS 30 YEARS OF FI

NEW YORK--Over 75 people
attended a meeting here held
by the Workers League com-
emorating the 30thanniver-
-sary of the Fourth Internation-
al,

The meeting started with the
playing of an electrical trans-
cription of a speech by Leon
Trotsky in English recorded
exactly 30 years ago to the
day.

TROTSKY

‘‘Dear friends,”” Trotsky
states, ‘‘we are not a party
as other parties.

“‘Our party demands of each
of us, totally and completely,
Let the philistines hunt their
own individuality in empty
space., For a revolutionaryto
give himself entirely to the
party signifies finding him-
self.

‘‘Yes, our party takes each
one of us wholly., But in
return it gives to each one
of us the highest happiness:
the consciousness that one
participates in the building of
a better future, that one car-
ries on his shoulders a par-
ticle of the fate of mankind,
and that one’s life will not
have been lived in vain.”’

The main speech of the ev-
ening was given by Tim Wohl-
forth, National Secretary of
the Workers League, He dis-
cussed the period out of which
the Fourth International a-
rose, a period of great rev-
olutionary opportunity  but
markea by the paralysis ofthe

working class leadership
under the influence of Stalin-
ism and thus the growth of
fascism throughout the world .
It was the period of the rev-
olution -betrayed, he remark-
ed.

TRANSITIONAL
Today, however, we are in

the period of the Transitional
Program, the period in which
this program written in 1938
can take on life as the pro-
gram of millions in strug-
gle for socialism, This is
the meaning of the French
events,

The transitional program
breaks with the old bind be
tween aminimum program and
maximum program--reforms
today and socialism someday.
The solution is not to reject
reforms in favor of abstract
propaganda about the need for
socialism. It is rather to
raise demands which express
the needs of the workers to-
day but which capitalism in
crisis cannot fulfill, Through
the struggle forthese demands
the masses of the workers
learn the necessity to over-
throw capitalism for the work-
ers to survive andlive decent-
ly.

These demands, Wohlforth
pointed out, must be linked at
all times to the need for po-
litical power and are aimed
at building the party into the
leadership of masses. -This
is why in discussions with the
leadership of the SWP in pre-

paration for writing the
Transitional Program, the
question of the need to raise
the labor party was brought
up. This is the only way
the Transitional Program can
be related to the need for
workers power in the Uni-
ted States with its powerful
trade union movement but with_

no mass workers party.

SPLIT

The split in the Trotskyist
movement between the forces
represented by the Interna-
tional Committee and the
Workers League and the Uni-
ted Secretariat and the Soc-
ialist Workers Party is di-
rectly related to the Tran-
sitional Program. The SWP
has completely abandoned the
struggle for the Transitional

TIM WOHLFORTH SPEAKS AT WORKERS LEAGUE MEETING

Program. They propose in-
stead that if we add up stu-
dent power, black power, pa-
cifist peace protest, and, yes
even a little workers power--
we will end up with social-
ism.

We say in reality these
will add upto--FASCISM, For
each struggle is kept separ-

TROTEEY

ated from.the other and are
aimed only at structural re-
form within capitalism. Such
struggle divides the working
class and pits it against each
other rather than the capi-~
talists creating a political va-
cuum into which a proto-
fascist like Wallace moves,
What is needed is to fuse the
class together in a common
political struggle through the
fight for a labor party,

The cause for the desertion

of the fight for the Transi-
tional Program by the SWP
was its failure to developthe-
oretically, As long as one
remains within the empirical
method one remains walled in
by current capitalist reality.
The best one can do is sup-
port this or that seemingly
‘‘progressive’’ trend within
capitalism. The socialist fu-
ture can be posed within the
present only by a break with
empiricism--an understand-
ing of dialectics, This is
what the Transitional Pro-
gram is all about.

FILM

The meeting concluded with
the showing of the French
film of the workers occupa-
tion of the Sud-Aviation plant
in Nantes during the May rev-
olutionary events., The film
showed Trotskyist workers
fighting concretely for the
transitional program in the
midst of these events, ex-
posing the rotten role of the
Stalinists and seeing the gen-
eral strike as .a struggle for
political power for the work-
ing class., It gave a graphic
picture of the kind of strug-
gles which are forthcoming
in America and the kind of
role American Trotskyists
can play if they fight today
to develop theoretically, to
build the party at every mo-
ment, to penetrate deep into
the trade unions around the
fight for a labor party.

i T T M, o

by Fred Mueller
Pavel Litvinov, Larisa Dan-
iel; and three others have
joined the frameup victims
of the Soviet bureaucracy in
exile orlabor camps.Litvinov,
grandson of a former Soviet
Foreign Minister, Mrs.Dan-
iel, wife of imprisoned writer
Yuli Daniel, and Konstantin
Babitsky, Vadim Delone, and
Vladimir Dremlyuga Wwere
.arrested on August 25 follow-
ing a. public demonstration in
Moscow against the Soviet led
invasion of Czechoslovakia,
They were tried, found guilty
and recently sentenced to ex-
ile or labor camps for periods
ranging from three to five
-years,

During the trial scores of
sympathizers of the defendants
gathered outside the court-
room, protesting the refusal
of the authorities to allow
them into the trial. The dissi-
dents challenged and berated
the secret police and the hooli-
gans around them more openly
and confidantly than has ever
been done since the rise of
Stalinism and the expulsion
of Trotsky 40 years ago, In
spite of the harsh sentences
meted out to the defendants,
they and many supporters are
speaking out more and more
boldly in opposition to the
counterrevolutionary policies
of the bureaucracy.

TRIALS
The latest Moscow trials

were in turn followed by trials
in East Germany of a group
of youthful opponents of the
August invasion. These in-
cluded teenage sons an”

daughters of present and
former leading party officials.
These youth had courageously
led street demonstrations in
opposition to the Sovietaction,
and the Ulbricht regime moved
quickly to punish them before
the virus of political action
against the bureaucracy spr-
ead any further, )

On October 28th it was
disclosed that Soviet writer
Aleksei Kosterin , who had
been a member of the Commu-
nist Party for over 50 years,

since before the October Rev- -

had resigned from

olution,

the party and sent a letter
to the Soviet Politburo de-
nouncing Stalinism, Kosterin,
whose daughter had become
famous  after being killed by
the Nazis in 1941 while carry-
ing out a partisan mission
behind enemy lines, has per-
sistently fought the bureau-
cracy. Hewas senttoStalinist
labor camps in 1937, Recently
he spoke out against the in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia.

DEEPENS
The bureaucracy’s mortal

crisis continues to deepen.

Tanks in Czechoslovakia and
jails in the Soviet Union and
East Germany will only delay
the coming confrontation.
Thousands have taken up the
struggle in thelast yearalone,
in Yugoslavia, Czechoslovak-
ia, Poland, East Germany, and
the Soviet Union. Nowhere is
the bureaucracy safe from
attack. The economic and
political crisis continues to
deepen, the bankruptcy of the
Stalinist theories ofsocialism
in one country and of peaceful
coexistence with imperialism
are being exposed more and

more with each passing day,

. The increasingly outspoken
Soviet dissidents are per-

forming a heroic service for
the world working class in
their defiance of the bureau-
eracy. They are showing that
the bureaucracy is the anti-
thesis of socialism, they are
helping to re-establish the
continuity between the October
Revolution of 1917 and the
struggles of the workers and
youth today. We must fight
for the release of these latest
political prisoners as well as
all victims of the bureaucracy.

STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE RECEN
by Sylvia Robbins

The continued presence of
Soviet occupation troops more
than two months after the
August invasion of Czecho-
slovakia does not mean that
the struggle is over, that the
Czechs have been defeated,
On October 28th tens of thou-
sands of Czechs protested the
Soviet occupation, on the 50th
anniversary of the Czech-
oslovak Republic. These
workers and students marched
Anmsite

LY AGAINST SOVIET INTERVENTION

-Svoboda regime that they re-
frain from protest , lest they
provoke the Soviet government
leading to more repressive
measures,

Dubcek is having difficulty
controlling the struggle. He
has already been compro-
mised by his maneuvers with
the Moscow bureaucrats, The
original democratization
measures taken in the. stru-
ggle against the Novotny group

des” ad =i
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Czechoslovakian
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Masses Continue

Struggle. Against Stalinist Occupiers

talist tendencies in the church
peasantry and sections of the
old middle classes. Revolu-
tionary -minded workers and
students, eager to defend and
extend the socialist gains, also
took advantage of the so-called
liberal reforms,however, The
Soviet bureaucrats seized on
the right wing trends as an
excuse to attack the left and
bring the unstable political
situation under control. It
is these forces which Dubcek
continues to try to maneuver
between. The Soviet tanks
have not settled anything def-
initively.
POLITICAL

It is primarily a political

and not simply a military

question, The presence of

Soviet troops carmot  stop

the o stionine idear *
'L ' clers <

students, There is a bitter
and undying hatred of the
Soviet intervention, but also

a willingness to struggle for:
socialism, Soviet plang will

require the crushing and de-
moralization of the Czech
workers and students, This
has not yet beenaccomplished,

A revolutionary party must
be built to lead the struggle
against the bureaucracy. Only
the Fourth International on
Czech soil can explain the
events of the past 20 years,
the crimes of Stalinism. Only
a new revolutionary leader-
ship canput the Czechstruggle
into the overall international
struggle for socialism and
thus combat and défeat petty
bourgeois nationalist trends
which are continuing to con-
fuse and mislead the popu-
JEC)
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Militant

Some 630 delegates and 125
visitors attended the first Nat-
ional Conference of the All
Trades Unions Alliance in
Birmingham, England on Oct-
ober 26th., The conference
represented a critically im-
portant stage in the struggle
of British workers against
the Wilson Government and
the capitalist system this
government is committed to.
The Conference has been
campaigned for by the British
Trotskyists, the Socialist La-
bour League and the Young
Socialists, against the opposi-
tion of the Communist Party,
the state capitalist group and
the Pabloite collaborators of
the SWP, It is a sign of the
growing strength of Trotsky-
ism in Britain and an indica-

tion of the kind of support

British Unionists Meet

the proposed daily Newsletter
can get among trade unionists.

REPRESENTATIVE

The conference was one of
the most representative trade
union meetings held in Britain
since the war. Represented
were shop stewards commi-
ttees, miners, building work-
ers, clerical workers, engin-
eers (like our machinists),
railway workers,electricians
and- apprentices,

The conference declared its
all-out support to the lobby
of parliament called by the
AEF, one of the engineering
trade unions, for November
22nd.. Delegate after delegate
stressed the feeling in the
factories which is now over-
whelmingly for strike action

if the demands are not grant-
ed by the employers. Resolu-
tiohs were unanimously pas-
sed dealing with the speed-up
plans of the bosses, rent in-
creases and the fight of the
apprentices, The conference
also demanded the lifting of
the banson left organizations
in France.

Meanwhile the Socialist
Labour League is in the midst
of a difficult campaignto raise
the money to make it possible
for the Newsletter, published
twice-weekly since early this
year, to go daily in late 1969,
We urge our readers to make
contributions to carry forward
this fight vital to workers in

‘all countries: send contribu-

tions to: Daily Newsletter
Fund, 186a Clapham High St,,
London 8.W, 4, England.

S

REG PARSONS, ENGINEERING SHOP STEWARD , PLANS  CONFERENCE

WHY PL BETRAYS UNION RANKS

( Continued from page six )

reaucracy.

DEMOGOGY

PL seeks to cover its disdain for the ranks
and its support for the union bureaucracy with
the demagogy of unity, saying that any strug-
gle within the union will split-the union. This
is the old line of the Communist Party and the
labor bureaucracy. Any struggle against the
rotten leadership of the unions is seen as split-
ting.

Read PL’s own analysis of the role of the
Communist Party. ‘Seeing the immediate strug-
gle as everything, they (the CP) failed to raise
the political, class, and socialist understanding
of the workers in those struggles, failed to ex-
pose the relation of the trade union misleaders
to the bosses and ending up tailing after the
misleaders for fear of ‘splitting’ the workers
This is rank opportunism:. -allowing all sorts
of abuse of the workers to take place without
pointing out the real enemy and how he must
eventually be destroyed., -Fearing to fight for
the truth, they abandon all their fundamental
principles of class struggle, ’

STALINISM

Yes, PL, this is rank opportunism and is the
history of the Communist Party which is PL’s
history and which they have never broken from.
We say that PL within the unions as in every
other arena of work will seek to divert the
struggles of the workers to avoid the real con-
frontation with the bosses and the labor bureau-

ERNEST MANDEL AND THE

FRAUD OF NEO-CAPITALISM|

( Continued from page five )

insurrection and seizure of power was nothing
but an ultra-left expression of Kautsky’s parli-
mentary reformism.

The experienceof the 30’s shows moreover that
such conceptions are even more dangerous than
this, Structural reforms are used by the capita-
lists to bring independent working class orgainiza-
tions into the state apparatus. It is precisely a

* program of structural reforms that leads to the
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cracy just as they refuse to fight for a political
alternative for the working class. We say that
PL will follow every stép the role of the Com-
munist party in the unions and will repeat the
whole history of betrayals of the Stalinist move-
ment all over the world. These people are
enemies of the workers,

We have only to look at the recent betrayals
of the French Communist Party to get a glimpse
of what PL has in store for the workers. Just
as the CP has not uttered’ one word of protest
against the banning of the 'left organizations in
France, allying themselves  with the repressive
measures of the Gaullist state. So PL inall
its work, unable to fight politically against its
opponents sides with the labor bureaucracy and
the capitalists against the ranks of the workers
and the left, PL has a whole history of bureau-
cratic maneuvers and purges,

Its maneuvers on the SSEU referendum are

only a small example. Last year they expelled
from the original Rank and File Committee mem-
bers supported by the Workers League. A few
months later they essentially liquidated this com-
mittee by expelling over half of its members
because they supported affiliation. While PL
has been under heavy attack by sections of SDS
which have tried to expel PL, PL has united with
these same forces in an attempt to expel a sec-
tion in SDS, the SDS Labor Committee. The
reason is that they are ‘splitters’, ‘disrupters.’
This is the only way PL can deal with its poli-
tical opponents.

Just as Stalin betrayed the world working
class, seeking to preserve the privileges of the
bureaucracy through collaboration with imperia-
lism, and through the actual physical liquidation
of the Bolshevik party, so PL operates in the
same way.

incorporation of the trade unions into the state
apparatus; already DeGaulleis answering the de-
mands of French students for control of the
universities by inviting the students to sit with
university officials, to participate in the admin-
istration of their own oppression, Likewise in
the U.S. the demand for black power and com-
munity control is a structural demand being uti-
lized not only to head off any real fight over the
question, e.g. of the deteriorating New York city
school system but to divide the class along ra-
cial lines and break the trade unions.

Thus, more and more the theories Mandel and
the Pabloites take on a reactionary character,
Today Mandel and the United Secretariat still
manage to clothe the timeworn theories of Kautsky
and all those that have abandoned Marxism in
revolutionary Trotskyist phrases. With the deeper
development of the crisis and further sharpening
of the international class struggle these latter

. : -
NEW YORK--lt was announced Can anyone really claim that with today’s high prices.
last week by the City Controller we have twice as many people A growing number ot people on
that the welfare costs have now on welfare now than five years welfare are workers who have
climbed to 26.6 per cent, above ago because people are twice as been laid off from their jobs or
the 21.4 per cent spent on edu. lazy?  There are just as many whose wages are not enough to
cation. Welfare costs have dou- lazy and just as many hardwork- support their families with prices
bled in the lost 5 years; the rolls ing people today as in 1963. The spiralling.
are now rising at the rate of 20,000 cause lies elsewhere. There is, contrary to claims,
per month snd by January one mill- The overwhelming majority of very little fraud on welfare. In
ion people in this city will be on people on welfare are mothers with fact when compared to the legali-
welfare. children.  Most of these women zed fraud of income tax evasion
would go to work if there were of the bosses and the many crooks
Demagogue s like Wallace and facilities to care for their chil- in government, it is miniscule.
far more subtle ones in both ma- dren and there were jobs avail-
jor parties try to place the blame able for them. But the fact is We say place the blame where i
for welfare on the recipients them- that the facilities do not exist really belongs. We demand a real
selves. Workers who correctly and job training is not provided program of jobs, job training,
resent this burden falling on them- to these mothers, and jobs are «hild care centers, real steps to
selves through increased taxes available. tackle inflation, make the bosses
many times agree with these de- . pay for decent social security
mogogues.  But the blame lies Many recipients are old having benefits, plug up the tax loopholes
with the decaying social and eco- worked all their lives for the pro- and increase the taxes on the rich
nomic system in this country-- fit of others only to receive little to pay for maintaining their own
not with the victims of this de- or no pension and social security creation--the growing poor of our
cay. payments insufficient to live on cities.
— — R

day Social Democrats will more and more be
exposed for what they are, renegades from Marx-
ism, by the test of concrete events,

COMMEMORATION MEETING
30th amniversary of the fourth intermational

FHM--Exclusive showing of film of octual workers occupation o“
Swd Aviotion plant in Nantes, France during May, 1968 Generql.%ﬁ}m'

. RECORDING--Rare recording in engli’sh of Leon Trotsky ASF!'Q“}!IQAF‘
the Tenth Anniversory of the founding of the Lett Opposition in U-€

‘SPEECH--ForIy years of Trotskyism in the United States..T'
‘gle for the Transitionol Progrom.
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