WE MUST SWEEP THIS SYSTEM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH

WORKERS LEAGUE MAY DAY MANIFESTO

(issued by Political Committee, Workers League)

The international workers' hohday of May Day
developed out of the struggle for the eight hour day
by the workers of Chicago in 1886, 8l years ago.
Out of this struggle came the infamous Haymarket
frameup of eight workingclass leaders. Although
these leaders were framed up and four of them
were executed on trumped up charges, the strug-
gle they began continued.

In contrast to the myth of the anti-communist
propagandists, May Day's origins are right here in

ternational, founded in 1889, helped to make the
holiday international, though its origin was in Chi-
cago in 1886.

The class struggle is truly international, Just
as the American workers of the last century con-
tinued their struggle in spite of the betrayers of
that day, the international and revolutionary char-
acter of May Day has been maintained up to the
present in spite of the treachery of the 2nd and 3rd
Internationals. As long as workers struggle for
their rights and in their own interests, May Day is

The class struggle is a fact of existence the
world over, and capitalist crisis is also an objec-
tive fagt. This crisis is deepening and forcing the
workingclass into sharper struggle as it puts its
old leaderships to the test of events.

The balance of payments crisis plaguing capi-
talist Britain and the United States as well, the
turn towards wage freezing, compulsory arbitra-
tion, and increasing state intervention into the
trade unions, and the tendency towards political
strikes are all important aspects of this deepening

the United States.

struggles of American workers.
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Ten Cents

UAW C

Militants Demand
35 Hour Week,

30 Years and Out

by Dan Fried

DETROIT--April 21. ‘'for
the union makes us stro-o-o-
ong'", sounded the closing line
and notes of '"Solidarity For-
ever' as the more than 3,000
delegates to the United Auto-
mobile Workers of America
{(UAW) Special Corventioncon-
cluded two and one half days
of discussion and listening to
UAW President Walter Reu-
ther. For the publicists of
the mass media and the press
in general, the final day's
discussion--on the relation of
the UAW to the AFL.-CIO--was

undoubtedly the highlight of
the conventiéon. But for most
of the delegates, and those
UAW members who sat in the
visitors gallery, as well as
for this reporter, the really
important discussion took
place the two previous days
when the collective bargaining
program and demands for the
September negotiations with
the Auto producers.
Throughout the discussion of
the contract, two basically
opposed positibns or ap-
proaches toward collective
bargaining could be discerned

AUTO WORKER MILITANTS DEMONSTRATE IN FRONT OF 1;96' UAW CONVENTION.

even though there were in-
between shadings of opinion,
uncertainties and inconsis-
tencies on the part of many
delegates. The two positions
were most clearly expressed,
on the one hand by Reuther
(who acted as ifthe Convention
was simply a dialogue be-
tween''Walter'" and--everyone

else), and on the other hand
by those delegates who spoke
most clearly and unequivo-
cally for the "Shorter Work
Week"and ""Early Retirement"
--specitically for the resolu-
tions for a 35 hour week at 40
hours pay and for retirement
after 20 years service,
regardless of age with full

$400 pension.

flexibility
Reuther opposed adoption of
these demands, onthe grounds
that the "flexibility" required
in the negotiations with the
companies would be destroyed
if such specific demands '‘are
{ Continued on Page 4 )

500,000 March Agumst the War; LBJ Answers by Bombing Hanoi

by tee Byron

On April 15, 350,000 Amer-
icans marched through New
York's streets to make known
their opposition to the war in
Vietnam. From Sheep Mea-
dow in Central Park--turned
into a staging area for the
occasion -- down Madison
Avenue and across 42nd St.
to the United Nations Plaza:
that was the official route.
Sheep Meadow began to fill at
nine o'clock in the morning.
Political groups; student
groups; labor union groups;
assorted citizen groups; pac-
ifist groups; groups of people
belonging to no group at all.
And at four o'clock in the af-
ternoon the marchers were
still filing out of Central Park.
A lot of people. And--except
for a fascist group running
around With a Bomb Hanoi
sign -- all of them were
"against the war.' That was
in New York; there were oth-
er marches that day, the big-

gest in San Francisco.
Across the country therewere
some 500,000 Americans

marching on April 15 to op-

pose he Vietnam  war.
500, 000 Amencans is a lot of
people--as many as there are
troops in Vietnam.

It has been a long time since
anyone in this country could
doubt that many, many Amer-
icans are ''against'" the war.
The April 15 march would
surely have removed the last

doubt--if that were the ques-
tion. It isn't.

question

What is the question?

On April 16, Secretary of
State Rusk told a TV report-
er that he was afraidthe dem-
onstration might prolong the
war rather than shorten it,

Why ? Because he is afraid
North Vietnamese may not
understand that, in our coun-
try, 500,000 people expres-
sing a view opposedto that of
their government have no ef-
fect at all. Ho Chi Minh may
be so unsophisticated as to
believe that if the American
people don't want a war, their

PART OF .WORKERS LEAGUE CONTINGENT MARCHING DOWN 42 S'I‘ IN NYC

government will try to put an
end to it. This, Mr. Rusk
says, is not true--and so the
Marchmay only serve to raise
false hope in Vietnam and
strengthen their willto resist.

So that is one question: Why
is Mr. Rusk able to insult the
will of the American people so
openly? Why do they have so
little effect on the decisions of
their Government?

Because the American Gov-
ernment does not belong to
the American people. It be-
longs to the capitalists and to
their bureaucracy. The war
in Vietnam is being fought for
them, not for the American
people--so what does it mat-
ter how we feel about it?

Yet 500,000 people are one
hell of a lot of people--even
if they were all of the penple
who don't like the war, which
they are not. If 500,000
men are enough to carry on a
war in Vietnam, why are they
no more than a voice in the
wind here? Whether the gov-
ernment wants to listen or

not ?
( Continued on Page 2 )
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REVENGE !

Workingmen, to Arms!!!

Your masters sent out their bloodhounds — the pollee -; they killed six of your
at MoCox this af. They killed the poor wretohes, becanse they,
lke yon, had the age to 4 y the sup wilt of your bossss. They ki'ted
them. becauss they dared ssk for the shortenid of the hours of totl, They kisled them
%o -h.cw you, * Frees American Citizens'? that You mowt be satisfied and
£0tended with whatever your bosses condeacend to allow you, or you will get killed !
You have for years endured the most abject humiliations;. you have for yoars
./ you have worked yourself to death; Yyou have sndured
Thepengs of want snd hunger; your Cuildren you have sacrifiosd to the factory-lords —
4n short: You have been miserable and obedient slave all thess years: Whyt T¢ satisfy
the (nsatiable greed, to All the coffers of your laxy thigving mester? When you ask them
BOW 10 lessen your burden, he sende his blocdhounda-out to shoot you, kill you!
Ifyounar men, ifyou are thesons of your grand sives, who have shed thefr blood to free
you,then youwillrise ¢ your might, Hercules, and destroy the hideous monater that,
800ks (0 destroy you, To arms we call you, to ermsl

NRache! Nache!

e
Acbeiter, 3u pen Waffen!

Webeltosded 11, beate Rofrliiog merbeten Me Blothende Furre Rutbeuter ¢ Curée Briderdeonhen det Melormids,
Betum mordeted fie Viefetden?  @eil Re dew Buty Sotien, mit Dem Qood usjufilaben U fein,. meides Bure Magbeutcr
Cnen belihen faben. @i forsaten Besd, men animortete, lhoen wit B, ringedent bex, Thatfedye; bop. man bemit
o Bilt am ehiflimfen um, GQweigen Bringm il fiele, witle Jnbre Sabt Jtr ol¢ Denlibigusgen syne
Widerfpnd etitapen, Yedt Tud oom fedben, Wotaen 8o Jum plten Noeod griquadsn, §adt ncdehumpen godee, Wet
Whiogen, §edt Fute Kieder [lIR geaplest —~ MOed, um die Chatemmen Lure Jerves. gu Kllen, RO (B¢
1 Tab 1e4t, me Shr wor fie Binlceter, wnd fr emase, Gare Biede, etwed o edfeidters, bo beom Mo Jum Dent. fae
Qe Drlex ibrs Bluthande, dle. Polisel, ool ®uq, wm Qud mis. Bleitugeln on, bee. Ungulricdealeld. fu. laciren
CNaven, wir fregen wad Seikaden Sud 3l Uem, wov Qug Qeillg und. werth Ut, 1t diefen 14eofigem Plaed, bea
Smam Geute o Quven Brdder Degtag, wnd slelel§t worgn [Gonan Qud begehen. whd,  Wedeitenbes Bol?, Hetlaled, Du
MR am @deidemeg angelangt.  Lofils entdeined Do V4T Gas Sigverel und Qunger, sber & Frokelrwad Brad Y
@ntideiteR Ou Didh fle 2ed Leptere, bema [lume Lines Weqendlid; bonn, Doll, su ben Dsffenl Bernidrung den menlde
Hden Breftien. Me A4 Dewe Durciger mennen)  REdAdtHefe Queniduung ignem — Voo sruf ‘Thne Lolung popt  Denl’
St Delbee, deeen Blve en Beg um Gortfleite, juc Greihelt b ot Preoldeidleit goblagt — vmd fde, [

wlodig e werden| )
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»
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{ Continued from Page 1)

crisis. It is affecting and intensifying struggles
all over the world, in the colonial and semi-colo-
nial countries, China and the Soviet orbit and the
advanced capitalist countries as well. No events
in the se countries, from the revolution in Vietnam
to the struggles of the Red Guards in China to the
strikes and political struggfes in Greece, Spain,
Aden, Britain and the U.S., can be viewed apart
from this crisis.

This worldwide crisis is the reason for the
Greek capitalists' decision to dispense with bour-
geois democratic forms, the British imperialists'
brutal suppression of the people of South Yemen,
and above all the imperialists'desperate genocidal
war against the Vietnamese people.

In the United States greater efforts are made to
hide class antagonisms and the capitalists have
certainly been partially successful in confusing
and bribing the workers with the aid of religion,
anti-communist propaganda and with temporary
reforms and improvements in the standard of liv-
ing.

american workers

Many who like to call themselves Marxists but
who in reality have not even begun to go beyond the
old bourgeois. methods of thought mistake their
impressions of the last 10 or 20 years for objective
reality in all its richness and complexity. The
American workers are even now beginning to sur-
prise some of these 'practical politicians'., In
spite of the fact that the U.S. is the wealthiest and
most advanced capitalist nation, the class struggle
not only continues but is intensifying and must
move from the economic to the political plane.

. Because the U.S. is the leader of world imperial-

ism it also must bear its burdens, and this has a
great deal to do with the problems currently pla-
guing the capitalists.

o ——

Recent contract settlements in some areas such
as trucking do not at all signify that the crisis is
easing, and developments in the near future will
demonstrate this. Struggles are shaping up in
auto and elsewhere. The war in Vietnam is be-
coming more and more unpopular; apathy among
the masses is beginning to run into restlessness
and hostility. Anti-war sentiment will have to be
linked and fused to the class struggle itself. The
war will have to be ""brought home" -- and Amer-
ican workers will have to learn to fight the bosses
on the political level, just as their Vietnamese
brothers do. A first vital step on the road of po-
litical struggle is the building of a labor party in
the U.S. to represent the interests of the work-
ers.

We must expose the aims of the capitalists re-
lentlessly, in relation to Vietnam as well as the
home front. They demonstrate their fear and
hatred of the American workers by sending Hoffa
to jail. This is just the beginning of what they
have in store for us. There is only one solution.
We must sweep this system off the face of the
earth.

In the very nature of U.S. society, out of its
objective contradictions and movement, will come
the forces to bring May Day in its full meaning
back to where it all began. The international
character of May Day will be proven forever when
we build a revolutionary party capable of provid-
ing political leadership to the workers in stnggle.
This is the only significance of May Day for us
today. It is much much more than a sentimental
remembrance. On the contrary, it is the building
of the revolutionary party today. Without the
struggle to build this party, May Day is meaning-
less. Only the International Committee for the
Fourth International, with which the Workers
League is in solidarity, continues the struggle to
build the world revolutionary party.

VIETNAM MARCH =

———

{ Continued from Page 1)

Because those 500,000 peop-
le(The Peace Movement) who
are ''against' the war are not
doing anything to change the
system that requires the war.
They don't like the idea of
children burned to cinders by
napalm --but they don't care
whether or not those children
grow up in a rotten, exploited
country, suppressed by their
own bosses and sold out to
foreign imperialists. Which
is something the Vietnamese
sare about- ~ is what they
atre fighting abour.

They don't like the idea of
Johnson * sending B-52's to
bomb civilians in North Viet-
nam in order to force the
Vietnamese to accept the theft
and rape itself--not if it ¢
be accompiished by gentle-
manly negotiations.

They don't like the way the
bosses are carrying out
their war in Vietnam, but they
don't see the need to challenge
the bosses right to Vietnam.

C ass

They don't see that the US
is carrying out a war of sup-
pression against a worker's
and peasant's revolution in
Vietnam.

No more than they want to
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1
recognize the class struggle who cannot even see the prob-
here at home. Much less, lem of the black man in the

that the class struggle in Viet
Nam and the class struggle in
the United Sta.es are part of
one international class strug-
gle.

This is really not surpris-
ing, if we consider the nature
of the Peace Movement lead-
ership: that leadership whose
responsibility is to make the
issues clear, to educate the
American people as to what
must be done to end the war
they can't help witnessing
with horror. Take a look at
them. Take a look at the slo-
gans .hey raised at Sheep
Meadow, at the speakers.

END THE WAR--the slogan
of the Communist Party and
the Socialist Worker's Party,
who say they are against the

-war because it is immoral--

who are paving the way in this
country for support of Bobby
Kennedy and the Democratic
Party. And whose war is it,
if not the Kennedy's and t.e
Democratic Party's ?
WITHDRAW THE TROOPS--
Fine. But where is the rec-

ognition that the troops will
not be withdrawn until they
are made to withdraw? A
pacifist slogan; a slogan that
eases the conscience but cov-
ers up the reality of war.

PEACE WITH BEATLES-
POWER. Uh huh.

STOP KILLING  OUR
BROTHERS. But where isthe
statement that they are our
brothers because they, too,
are part of the international
working class--and that they
are being killed for just that
reason--and that as we kill
them we hasten our own death?

Dr. King speaks against the
immorality of war.He doesn't
say that the capitalist system
is immoral and that the Viet-
namese have the right, the
duty, to resist it with their
guns. No more than he de-
fended the right of the Negro
in Watts to resist, but, rath-
er, called for the police to
put them down.

Stokely Carmichael spoke,

US as a consequence of the
class struggle here--and so
naturally sees the Vietnamese
war as a racist one.

SNCC, SswPpP, CP, CORE,
NAACP, Veteran-Reservists
Against the War, Spartacist,
Women's Strike for Peace,
and ad nauseum: who was
there in the march, wno of
those 350,000 people in Sheep
Meadow, in the streets of New
York City, in the United
Nations Plaza--who wasthere
to say that the war in Vietnam
is a class revolution: that it
must be supported by the
working class of this country
who must also work toward
their own revolution against
the capitalists? That the
workers in this country who--
whether they even think of
Vietnam or not--are engaged
in the struggle of labor, who
are striking against their
bosses, who are demanding
the rights of workers here at
home, are doing more to sup-
port the Vietnamese Revolu-
tion and, thereby, to end the
war, than any number of

thousands who spout words

but don't do anything to chal-
lenge the system that feeds on
war and international exploi-
tation?

workers league

There were some at the Ap-
ril 15 march who said these
things. The Workers' League
marched with banners that
proclaimed the class nature
of the Vietnamese struggle.
They broke with thousands of
others from the established,
"gsafe' route of march down
Madison Avenue and, chanting
"Victory to the Vietcong"
they marched straight through
Times Square and down 42nd
St., ignoring traffic lights,
holding aloft banners and
signs that called for support
of the American workers'
struggle, for the defeat of US
forces in Vietnam, and for the
creation of a Labor Party here
at home.

People who saw them pass
were surprised. Some booed,
Some applauded. Many fell
into the march behind the
Workers' League and joined
in the cry for Vietnam vic-
tory.

Which makes a liar of those
"'responsible!" leaders of the
SWP and the CP who say that
these truthsare too "extreme"
for the American worker to

accept. The truth is, the
SWP-CP are more interested
in sharing power with the rot-
ten establishment that con-
trols this country than they
are in bringing the truth to
the American workers -- who
are, after all, the majority
of the American people.

international

The Workers' League is
committed to the internation-
al working class and to its
revolution. They are com-
mitted to the class struggle
both hereandin all the world;
wherever workers unite to
throw off their chains they are
owed the sypport of the Work-
ers' Leagueand the American
working class. The Workers'
League is committed tobuild-

ing the revolution and to ex-'

posing those who would sell it
out.

Help us to.build the Revolu-
tion

i

PEACE MARCHERS BREAK THROUGH POLICE LINES ON WAY TO UNITED S.

£
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| Behind the Spali;s in S;urtucisi and the Socialist Workers Purty]

Just Who Supports Vietcong?

by Tim Wohlforth

At the April 15th Peace March in New York City
the Spartacist contingent marched under only one
banner "Withdraw U.S. Troops.from Vietnam
Now.' Thus one year after its break from the In-
ternational Committee of the Fourth International
and its American supporters,the Workers League,
the Spartacist ends up in the SWP camp on the cri-
tical issue of Vietnam.

Like the SWP, the Spartacist refused to pose the
real issue of the Vietnam war: who should win the
war? It has abandoned the revolutionary slogan,
"Victory for the Vietcong' for a catch-all slogan
which avoids taking sides on the revolution now
going on in that country.

In order to cover up its retreat into the political
camp of the SWP, Spartacist distributed a leaflet
at the March containing out and out lies and slan-
ders about the position of the Workers League and
its predecessor organization American Committee
for the Fourth International (A.C.F.1.). It seems
we "cover up ACFI's own dirt in several important
areas.' The logic seems to be if only Spartacist
can uncover past 'dirt" about us then no one will
notice the current dirty politics of the Spartacist.
We are accused of falsely claiming to have fought
since the beginning for the victory of the National
Liberatidn Front.

The truth however bears out our statement. The
very first issue of the Bulletin of International So-
cialism, published of September 14th, 1964 ex-
pressed our position that the Vietnamese Revolu-
tion must be fought through to victory and not be
sold out through negotiations. This same position
was developed in the Feb. 22, 1965, March 8, 1965
April 19, 1965, May 3, 1965, May 17, 1965, June
14, 1965, and the July-August, 1965 issues. For
instance the April 19, 1965 issue, which was sold
at a Washington peace demonstration, was entitled
"Hands Off the Vietnam Revolution!' The subtitle
was even more explicit '"Peace at Any Price, No!
Victory for the Vietcong!"

Spartacist takes particular exception tothe July-
August, 1965 issue of the Bulletin which bore the
headline '"Bring the Boys Home!' It seems that
this article "reeks with pacifist and social patriot-
ic formulations.'" For all this ''reeking' the only
statements in the article the Spartacist could find
to back up this assertion was a statement that the
war should be stopped in order to 'launch a real
war on poverty here" and the demand 'Not one
more American life in defense of reaction abroad. "
We still stand by these statements and use these
formulations. We feel a central task of working
class revolutionaries is to relate the Vietnam war
to the struggles of the American working class at
home. Our positinon is that of Lenin's: the real
war workers must conduct is not against colonial
peoples abroad but against their own ruling class.
Workers should raise the demand that no more
Americans die to defend U.S. imperialism and that
the billions spent in Vietnam should be used to bet-
ter the lot of workers here and elsewhere.

Spartacist goes on to state an absolute lie: ''No-
where (their emphasis) in that Bulletin or Supple-
ment does the ACFI express any sense of parti-
sanship with the forces fighting against the U.S. in
Vietnam." But the last section of the article bears
the subtitle "Victory to the Viet Cong.' Is this
"pacifism"? Is this "social patriotism'? What is
this if it is :not "partisanship'"?

two incidences

This leaves Spartacist only two incidences to
base their case on. First was our participation
on the Fifth Avenue Peace Parade Committee after
the Spartacist had withdrawn from that committee
and our failure to march under our own banners at
the first demonstration called by that committee.
It was our position, that because of the weakness
of our forces at the time, it was more meaningful
for us to participate in that parade as a part of the
Tompkins Square Neignbors for Peace Action con-
tingent. We were participating in that peace group
fighting precisely for the revolutionary line ex-
pressed through our Bulletin.

Nevertheless, as the Spartacist knows full well,
after the event in the course of unity negotiations
with the Spartacist, we made it clear that this was
a tactical errér on our part and that Spartacist
was correct to break with this committee when it
did and to march in that parade under its own ban-
ners in defiance of the rules of that committee.
As far as the other accusation that a representa-
tive of our organization signeda statement entitled
"Where is the Voice of the President for Peace on
Christmas'' we will be happy to clear this up also.

i - .

NO VICTORY FOR VIETCONG FOR THEM,
Such a statement does not represent the policies
of our organization and it was issued without rep-
resentatives of our organization being permitted to
see the final text of the statement. Such a state-
ment is so obviously in contradiction to the whole
line of our organization since September of 1964
that if Spartacist had anything but factional pur-
poses in mind they could have checked with us and
we would have cleared up this matter instantly.

No honest revolutionary can avoid asking the
question how is it that Spartacist takes such pains
to try to prove that our organization has failed in
the past to call for the Victory of the Vietcong when
they do not themselves raise this slogan today ?
What is the logic of this position? It is the distort-
ed logic of a sick petty bourgeois group which ac-
cuses others of the crimes they themselves com-
mit today.

year of degeneration

In the one year since its split from the Interna-
tional Committee, the Spartacist has moved reck-
lessly and with all speed into the camp of the revi-
sionists. First it leaked to the SWPits documents
attacking the International Committee. Then the
SWP published the Spartacist material as a pam-
phlet entitled '"Healy Reconstructsthe FourthIn-
ternational." Spartacist then emerged as the ma-
jor distributor in the United States of this hostile
revisionist attack on the IC

The next step was the Tate Affair. The revi-
sionists of the SWP and their international allies
falsely accused the General Secretary of the So-
cialist Labour League of instigating the beating up
of Ernest Tate. Robertson runs tothe defense of
the revisionists and joins forces with them in this
slander in an article entitled ""Oust Healy!" The
circle is complete. The Spartacist has moved
from an unprincipled organizational bloc with the
revisionists against the IC to a common political
stand on the Vietnam war with the SWP.

Having broken from principled politics, lacking
any perspective whatsoever for the building of a
party in the United States, living only on uncon-
trolled hatred of principled revolutionaries, the
Spartacist has beenthrown into a deep internal cri-
sis. This was first expressed in the expulsion
from Sp_artacist of Shane Mage, the leading theor-
etician of their group and a member of its leading
bodies from the days of its existence as a faction
inside the SWP. Mage soon took up the cause of
psychodelics and the defense of LSD. Soon another
small group split away with the same psychodelic
line.

This is no matter to be lightly dismissed. When
a leader of an organization leaves the organization
to take up with the mysticism and religious sick-
ness which has become such a demoralizing influ-
ence among petty bourgeois youth it tells you some-
thing of the demoralization of the organization from
which he emerged.

More recently the entire Baltimore branch of
Spartacist, led by Bob Sherwood and A. Robert
Kaufman, has broken way to form a new organiza-
tion called the Workers Party of Maryland.

the causes

This disintegration of Spartacist must be under-
stood politically by the Baltimore comrades who
have split and by the comrades remaining inside
Spartacist. The first task these comrades face is
to come to terms with the causes of the political
and organizational degeneration of the Spartacist
group. Unless they do this they will be unable to

make any meaningful contribution to the construc-
tion of a revolutionary party in the United States and
internationally.

These causes have their roots right in the April
Congress of the International Committee of the
FourthInternational one year ago. At this congress
Robertson and Spartacist revealed their true char-
acter. They were unable to subordinate themselves
politically to the building of a world party of the
working class. They hadno perspective whatsoever
for building a party in the United States--only bits
and pieces of empirically arrived at formula which
were imbued with a deep pessimism about the Am-
erican working class.

It is this anti-internationalism, this empiricism
whichhas led Spartacist to its present state organ-
izationally and politically. But we must go deeper
than this. The Spartacist acted as it did last April
because it had never completed its break politically
with the revisionist SWP. The Spartacist never
understood what caused the degeneration of the SWP
itself--this very same empiricism and anti-inter-
nationalism. Having not understood the causes of
revisionism it could not help but repeat in its own
fashion the very same methods of the revisionists--
methods which now lead it closer and closer to the
SWP politically.

lessons for swp

Involved hereis not only a lesson for the Sparta-
cist and those who have recently broken organiza-
tionally with Spartacist. There is also a lesson for
the rank and file SWP members and the groups
which recently have broken from the SWP. Since
the expulsion of our group from the SWP two and a
half years ago three more groups have either left
or been expelled from the SWP--the Philips group
primarily in Detroit, the Kirk groupin Seattle, and
the Boulton group in Milwaukee. While each of these
groups have different political positions they all
share one thing in common--so far they have failed
to come to grips with the causes of the degenera-
tion of the SWP, the degeneration which led to their
own organizational break with the SWP.  Like the
Sherwood-Kaufman group they seem to simply turn
their backs on the party from which they have
emerged and devote themselves to a pragmatic
"'regrouping" of people in their local area.

‘None ofthese groups can make a serious contri-
bution to the building of a revolutionary party in the
United States unless they complete their break with
the revisionists by seeking the roots of revisionism
in the very history of the SWP. Our organization
has made a beginning in this through a series of
articles published in the Fourth International enti-
tled “"The Struggle for Marxism in the United
States." We would be more than happy to discuss
this assessment with these comrades and together
with them strive to deepen our understanding of the
origins of revisionism in the Fourth International.
There is no more positive thing that could be done
for the building of the party in the United States and
throughout the world.

swp's crisis

This task takes on a special urgency because of
the growing crisis within the SWP itself. The pro-
nounced rightward movement of this party over the
past six months particularly cannot fail but provoke
adeepcrisisin that organization. The recent split
of the Boulton group in Milwaukee is just a small
sign of things to come.

Ifthose who have already left the SWP are to have
anything to say to rank and file SWP members who
are affected by this crisis they must first under-
stand what has propelled the SWP on its rightward
course. There is no shortcut to the building of the
party. Thisnecessary stage must be gone through.
Those who turn their backs on revisionism only
continue to carry out revisionist politics in other
ways. Only by understanding revisionism can it
first be destroyed in ourselves and then as an or-
ganization.
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Two-gun Ronnie Reagan Attacks Welfare

UAW CONVENTION:

by Earl Owens

“AN FRANCISCO: Two-gun Ronnie Rea-
gan and his hordes of little old ladies are
outto get Welfare recipients in California.
Governor Ronnie, as a first step, appoint-
ed John Montgomery -- a cattleman with
no experience whatsoever in Welfare — as
head of the State Department of Social
Welfare.

Step 2: In the state Legislature a bill
{ Senate Bill No. 485 ) has been proposed
which prohibits aid. to illegitimate child-
ren, with the exception of the first child.
Needless to say, these legislators are
opposed to legalized abortion but think no-
thing of depriving a child of food and clo-
thing once he is'born. Immorality, as a
result of this bill, will no doubt stop im-
mediately.

Step 3: Dentists in California are re-
ceiving notice in the mails that until July
lst only emergency dental work for wel-

( Continued from Page 1)
nailed"., "We can't spell out
our exact demands" because
this '"ties our hands'", limits
our "tactical flexibility" with-
out which "we come out onthe
short end", and without which
we could not have made 'all
the gains of past contracts''.
These were the words of Reu-
ther whose major collective
bargaining goal was the Guar-
anteed Annual Income Plan--a
typical Reutherite scheme,
devoid of content and eminen-
tly '"flexible' in conception.

Reuther's 'trump card" in
favor of 'flexibility" was his
assertion that in 1964, he had
persuaded a group ofdelegates
to put aside their demand for
$300 monthly pension. As a
result, he claimed, the UAW
was able to negotiate $400
from the companies. Later,
Reuthet was challenged onhis
facts when Warren Davis of
Local 1250, (Cleveland, Ford)
asserted that the group Reu-
ther refered to in 1964.did in
fact raise the demand fom(%
at 60 (years of age) or 85
points (of service).

Every labor faker
speciality is ''sharp negotia-
ing" knows that '"flexibility"
is a two way street--''you
give a little, you
get a little', as the homily
goes. Reuther talks about
gains, but the question is
what he gave in 1964 and what
he is going to give in 1967
We would like to ask Mr.
Reuther how it is possible for
him to speak with such com-
placency about the 'past con-
tract ghins' obtained by "flex-
ibility" when at this special
convention, production work-
er delegates could speak of
the "oppressive' working con-
ditéons which create safety
hazards under which "we have
been pushed to the limit" and
a delegate from "Dodge Local
3 could make reference to the
saying in the UAW that '""We
had sweatshops in 5%, Slave
Shops in '67."

The best answers to Reuth-
er's approach were given by
some of the delegates them-
selves. 'I'm confused by the
'flexibility approach,' said
Leon Baker, an assembly man
at the GM, BOP(Buick-Olds-
Pontiac) plant in South Gate,
Calif. (Local 216). '"Flexibil-
ity is a tool of management
thatI'm scared of'', said Bak-
er.

Perhaps the most forceful
remarks(delegates were lim-

whose

ited to remarks of 3 minutes
each while Reuther who chair-

motions to report out the res-
olutions for the 35 hour week

fare recipients will be authorized. The

excuse: no money.

Step 4: If the child makes it into ado-
lescence he can become a '"Devil Pup. "
A Reaganite group, the Guardsmen, sell
Christmas trees and lottery tickets to fi-
nance this program, which sends poor
children to camp, where, it seems clear,
they are expected to grow up into Devil
Dogs, since the camp is located at Camp
Pendleton, the west-coast Marine Boot

Camp. The brochure states: '"In addition .

to physical fitness, respect for our coun-
try and its flag is fostered. This import-
ant citizenship training also includes res-
pect for proper authority, cleanliness and
neatness. The camp director is a high
school principal who is also a Major in
the Marine Corps Reserve.'' Referrals
are made by your friendly social worker.

Step 5: City employees in San Fran-

_W

employment,
cluded that the

Fenster
"number one

cisco, and particularly social workers,
have just discovered they.may not get the
ipay raise that they expected in July. The
pay raise takes place every July almost
automatically. A group of realtors called
" The Home Owners Alliance '" has begun
circulating petitions which would put the
wage raise on the November ballot. Two
~thirds of the voters would be required to
approve the wage increase, which is not
very likely.

The Home Owners Alliance is paying 25¢
per signature to petitioners, and intends
to get 40,000 signatures. City employees
including some of the most backward, are
now talking of strike action. City employ-
ees are now ciraculating a counter-petition
which would reduce real estate com-
missions from 6% to 3%. Meanwhile, the
Peace Movement has organized its semi-
annual March and Be-In, unrelated to any
immediate or real struggle.

—
marched with signs in a pro-
cession winding around the

con-

ed all sessions spoke as often
as he pleased and considerab-
ly over 3 minutes on a few
occasions--democracy!)were
made by delegate Louis Cic-
cone(also of Local 216) who
said that the membership in
the shops has no interest in
"flexibility ' but wants to know
"what we are going to strike
about.'" They want 'definite
goals" and "a fighting pro-
gram.' "The problem for the
secondary leadership," he
continued, '"is to mobilize the
workers for a strike.'" For
this they require NOT ab-
stract empty demands for
"improved pensions", NOT
the vagueness of the "Guaran-
teed Annual Income'" as form-
ulated by Reuther. We al-
ready have 75%(unemployment
benefits) under SUB--now we
need the shorter work week."
"A 30 hour week at 40 hours
pay--that's what they will
strike about', roared Ciccone.
Building up to a finale, Cic-
cone declared, "They used
the Korean War as an excuse
to hold off onthe shorter work
week- -1 hope they don't try to
use this lousy Vietnam war to
hold us off. We are declaring
war on management and we
are going to win, united." A
burst of applause greeted Cic-
cone's militancy. Reuther
made no comment.

Since the composite 'Col-
lective Bargaining' resolution
produced by the Reutherite
‘controlled resolutions com-
mittee outlined only the most
general support for 'reduc-
tion in working hours'" and
"improved early retirement,"

and for 30 year retirement
were made from the floor.
Despite Reuther's opposition
to these resolutions, they got
considerably more than the
400 votes required to have
them 'reported out", i.e.,
placed on the convention floor
for discussion and a vote.
These resolutions were sup-
ported not only by elements
highly critical of Reuther but
also by leaders of the 2200
member Flint Chevrolet local
659 and other Flint GM locals.
The resolutions appeared to
have avery broad base of sup-
port, especially among GM
and Ford delegates.

layoffs

Speaking most effectively in
support of early retirement
and especially the shorter
week as antidotes to layoffs
and job attrition in the auto
industry, delegate Leo Fen-
ster of Cleveland, Ohio Fisher
Body Local 45 pointed out that
with the current productivity
increase, by 1970 the auto in-
dustry canbe expected to pro-
duce 25 cars per auto worker
which means '"we will have
150,000 workers laid off. "The
best kept secret in 1967,'" he
continued, "has been the lay-
offs in the auto industry. At
least 170,000 auto workers
(both salaried and hourly) have
been layed off. At the begin-
ning of the month, 10,000 sal-
aried workers were laid off by
GM in Cleveland". This story
got into the press only through
efforts ofthe local union, said
Fenster. Because ofthe short
andlong term problems ofun-

N S P N A B 05N N B U S G N 65 G5 65 56D 65 6 6 . .

AUTO WORKERS:
free five issue

trial subscription to
BULLETIN OF
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM

Street....ccccoevecasscancns

City.eeenreeennens e State........... cZip.iiiaans

Union Local....ceveveenaaes

Send to;: BULLETIN PUBLICATIONS, Rm. 8, 243 E 10 St.

NYC, NY 10003,

Checks to "Bulletin of Int'l Socialism."

question must be job security
which means the shorter work
week!'.

As many delegates pointed
out, the shorter week mustbe
accompanied by the demand
and enforcement of a ban on
compulsory overtime. One
delegate called for double time
to replace present time and
one half rates and triple time
to replace present double time
rates. Many delegates empha-
sized the need for a '"big mon-
ey' wage increase without
counterposing ito the shorter
work week which no delegate
considered sufficient inand of
itself.

During the convention, hund-
reds of delegates participated
in a demonstration with signs
demanding early retirement
(30 and out and the 35 hour
week and marched with great
spirit into the hall.

break

After the floor debate was
closed, Reuther, rather than
bringing the two special res-
olutions to an immediate vote,
took it upon himself to deliv-
er a 20 minute speechin which,
in addition to repeating his
earlier arguments about flex-
ibility, demagogically inter-
spersed pseudo-militant words
with a plea for "unity'. He
implied that a vote for the two
resolutions would play intothe
hands of management. '"Don't
letthe corporations see divi-
sions" in our ranks, he plead-
ed. "I hope we will not make
the mistake of tearing apart
the union, ' said Reuther, im-
plicitly accusing the opposition
of wrecking the union. For
Reuther, 'unity' could only be
on his terms. He reduced the
vote to a vote of confidence in
him, implying that those who
voted for the resolutions were
making a definitive break with
him, Walter P. Reuther.

Reuther was partly correct.
To vote for a 35 hour week
does meana breakwith Reuth-
er and preparation for a strug-
gle for leadership. Not pre-
pared to really fight Reuther,
a large section of the opposi-
tions evidently capitulated or
at best, simply collapsed. No
more than 5% of the vote, ac-
cording to Reuther's ruling)
was in favor of the resolutions.
Reuther and managed to stave
off a near revolt and slap in
the face. Following the ses-
sion, when all the delegates

convention hall, many of those
with the "35 hour week" and
"30 and out" signs seemed
somewhat sheepish, lacking
in their earlier spirit. Some-
thing had gone wrong.

fight

Reuther won this round and
we can expect he will organize
a sell-out this September es-
pecially as he will face the
pressure fron LBJ, threat of
a Taft-Hartley injunction, and
perhaps even new anti-strike
legislation as the government
comes to the aid of the auto
giants.

Auto workers must face it:
the Democratic Party is as
much the servant of the auto
companies and other large
corporations that run this
country as are the Republic-
ans. Thisyear wewill see in-
creasing intervention by the
government againstthe unions
and the Reuthers who continue
to insist on labor support for
those who fight the unions are
traitors tothe interests of the
rank and file, There is no
other way out. Labor is going
tohavetobreakfromthe Dem-
ocrats and put up its own can-
didates -- build its own labor
party based on the unions.

Negotiations never won any-
thing without a strike or threat
of strike. The auto workers,
encouraged by gains of other
unions in the past year, and
bitter at the corporations' fla-
grant contract violations on
production standards, sub-
contracting, wagedifferentials
with outside skilled trades-
menanda host of their griev-
ances are more than ready to
struggle. But, asthisconven-
tion amply illustrated, you
can ''pressure' Reuther only
up to a point -- after that you
have got to break with him.

The auto workers must pre-
pare to "hit the bricks" and to
fight both the Big 3 as well as
LBJ and ever{one else who try
toput the lid on their struggle
for just demands. The work-
erswhothinkthey need ""Walt-
er', his facile tongue and his
"shrewdness'' in negotiations,
delude themselves. The com-
panies welcome reliance on
Reuther but fear the unity and
strength of the workers united
and determined. The auto
workers ean win in 1967 the
same way they won in 1937 in
Flint -- through struggle and

solidarity.



