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EDITORIAL

MARTIN LUTHER KING BETRAYS AGAIN

The events in Selma, Alabama in late February-
early March are another indication of the heroism of the
Negro masses. Thousands of Negroes demonstrated day after
day, not only for voting rights, but against the entire
racist system. «

- These events are also further proof of the bank-
ruptey . of. the pacifist leadership, if any is still needed
(and"it is, because an alternative to the King leadership
has yet to be built in thé~South). As thHe Selma struggle
continued and deepened, Rev. King did his best to contain @
the struggle so that it would not pose a real danger to the
Southern racists sr too much of an embarrassment to the capit-
alist government in Washington. '

King engaged in secret negotiations with Federal
representatives, including ex-Governor Leroy Collins of
Florida, who has, along with Pres. Johnson himself, turned
himself into a "moderate'". King testified in Federal Court
on March 11 that he had made a secret deal with Federal
officials to stop short of challenging the racists and call
off the March to Montgomery after marching a short distance
to save face and appease the militant rank and file fighters
in Selma. On Sunday, March 7, the brutal racist police of
Selma had seriously injured many Negroes, and sent dozens
to the hospital. On Tuesday, March 9, King and other Negro
and white liberal religious leaders came to lead another
march, and this is the one that King betrayed, with the know-
ledge and support, of course, of the religious leaders, but
behind the backs of the civil rights fighters of Selma.

As the New York Times reported, "...there was widespread
speculation here that Dr. King's testimony today had done
little to heal the open contempt for his leadership expressed
by some more militant Negro and white civil rights spokesmen."

Numerous attempts at marches, even within Selma
itself, (including one in memory of the Rev. James Reeb)
were halted by the Selma authorities. The Negroes have been
forced to retreat further and further since the original
brutality on March Tth. Yet after King made his secret deal,
he hailed it as a "great victory". To King the "arousing of
the conscience.of the nation'", favorable publicity in the
dally press, is-the only important thing, and he will compro -
mise the struggle from begintiing to' end in order to get this
favorable "image'. The reliance of the Selma Negroes on
their own strength in the heart of the Black Belt, where
they are a majority or near-majority, is of no importance
whatscever in King's strategy. ‘

The final indignity (or perhaps not the final one,
but only the most recent as we went to press) was Pres.
Johnson's brazen staeement that he "would not be blackjacked"
into taking "hasty action" in Alabama. So crude was this
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statement, coming down against the militant civil rights
activists and not the racists, that even a 16 man delegation
of religious leaders who had a 2 hour talk with Johnson were

extremely disturbed and upset by what they consider his
failure to act in the Selma crisis.

1/ BLACK NATIONALISM AND MARXIST THEORY

The Negro People are Neither an Eﬁerging Nation

Nor Simply a Race Seeking Assimilation

The last several years have seen a growing theoret-
ical concern with the Negro question on the part of Marxists
in this couritry and elsewhere. This is a very natural and -
potentially useful reaction to the development of revolution-
ary $rends within the Negro movement itself. Even blatantly
anti-Marxist trends among Negro intellectuals have been deeply
influenced by Marxism. In most cases these intéllectuals’
received their training within the socialist movement and
utilize, in a distorted fashion, a Marxist way of approaching
questions, in order to attack Marxism itself. ,

Por all the concern with Marxist an. lysis there has
been very little of the Marxist method in the way the theor-
ists have approached the Negro question. The Marxist analysis
generally has been used in a formal way as a Justification of
a particular political attitude toward the Negro movement ra-
ther than as a method for gaining a deeper understanding of -
the Negro movement itself so as to further develop 1ts revo=
lutionary potential. This has been true both of the uncrit-
ical advocates of Back Nationalism and the undualified op-
ponents of Black Nationalism.

: The central theoretical problem is, of course, the
achieving of a theoretical understandlng of exactly what the
Negro people are. HAre the Negroes a 'mation" or are they a

"race" Is their struggle aimed at the achlevement of some
form of national self-determination or of some form of in-
tegration into "American life" as it is ambiguously labeled?
It has been in this way that the discussion has generally
been posed on the left. It 1s our contention that the Negro
people are neither strictly a "natiomn" nor a "race' and are
struggling neither for national self-determination as the -
term is usually meant nor for integration into American so-
ciety as it exists today.

The problem is essentially one of the Marxist
method itself. ZEach side in this discussion sets up formal
categories into-which they seek to force the reality of the
American Negro -- and not with much success. The other side,
then, has little difficulty in tearing to shreds the argument
of his opponent, The net effect is a discussion on an ex-
~remely low level which in no way equips American Marxists for



serious’ 1ntervent101 in the Negro struggle as it is actually
wunfoelding in-the United States. The first step towards
“reachlng a theoretical understanding of the Negro question is
to break down this formal anti-thesis and to move the dis-
cu331on beyond this sterile level. .

Not a Real Nation

Clearly the Negro people cannot be considered a
nation without so distorting the term "nation" as to make
1t meaningless. The Negroes have no separate language.
They have no territory to call their own. While partially
differentiated culturally within American culture as a whole
they do not possess a separate culture as do the French or
Bulgarians or Serbians. Most important of all they are
inte;ra%ed into the very productive Ffabric of American
capitalist society in such a way that their separation and
removal to a separate territory or region is utopian.

The American Negro is not a peasant mass settled
primarily in a particular region whose more dispersed sec-
tions can be relatively easily reassembled in some kind of
homeland. A full half of the American Negroes live in the
_North and not the South. An increrzing number of Southern
Negroes now live in cities. The rural Negro of the Southern
"black belt" represents but a small mlnorlty among the Negro
people as a whole.

The Negro today is predominantly an urban dweller
who works along with whites in industry and in other urban
occupationc. Sihis urban Negro may dream of an escape from -
raoial and class oppression through some ill-defined "gepar-
ation" but he has no intention of revurning to the rural South
to create a ration nor does he have the material basis for
- doing so within the Northern wurban ghetto. The ghetto
environment may foster separatist ideology but it provides
no material basis for the realization of the separatist

dream.

If whites were be red from entry into the ghetto
and all petty business within the ghetto were run by blacks
(and there is only petty business there) the ghetto Negro
would have no more of a recal separation than he has today.

He would still have te leave the ghetto for employment and

it would be the white-controlled banks who really controlled
black petty businesses within the ghetto. The Negro ghetto
provides nc more of a material basis for the fulfillment of

the dream of a Negro nation than did the European Jewish
ghettos for the dream of a Jewish nation. But the Negro ghetto
like the Jewish ghetto does foster the dream, the dream which
cannot be fulfilled.

Nor Simply a Race

It is equally clear that the Negro people are not
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simply a "race" elther. They are, of course, a: ‘race in the -
anthropological :sense, . as .are the ‘Caucasians and Mongoloids,
but ‘they.are more: than a . race. "Their phy51ca1 characteris-
tics which make them. ob jectively a race wherever they may o
dwell in.the werld .make them socially something far more than -

a race within the United States. The American Negro who = :
lives in Europe or Asia remains a member of the Negrdé réace, S
but his socilal relationships in the country he now resides B
in are different. He is no longer an American Negro, except
insofar as he can never really overcome the social condition-

ing of having been brought up as an American Negro. One

can look at Hawali as an example. There we have a consid-

erable mingling of racial stocks -- Polynesian, Mongoloid,
Caucasian -- but these physical differences do not play the

same role that they do in the United States. Certainly an
American Negro is in a soclally more distinct situation in

the Mainland U.S. than a Polynesian or Oriental is in Hawaii.

The American Negroes are thus a people, some of
whom have vague national aspirations but who cannot become
a nation, who do not really want to become a nation. Their
mixed feelings about "integration' arise from the fact that
they are already economically integrated into American
soclety to a point where they cannot really disengage them-
selves. But they are integrated as an exploited, depressed
and discriminated against minority. Obviously the Negro mass
wants more than the removal of legal restrictions which
leaves intact this exploitative relationship. It bears
this exploitative relationship along with the mass of the
white working class and thus lacks even a special position
within the economy which it had as slaves in pre-Civil War
America. But it has been kept separate from and treated worse
than the white workers and thus has developed a certain
separate identity which distinguishes it not only from its
oppressor but from the white workers as well.

The Jevir as a 'People—Class'

, No doubt many readers will find the above too
Vague, too lacking in precise labelling for their taste.

So be it: much of reality is this way. Reality is always
changing, and thus at any one moment highly contradictory
and unfinished developments exist which defy clear categor-
ization.

" Let us, for example, look at the Jewish people

The brilliant young Belgian Marxist, A. Leon, who died
during World War II in a Nazi concentration camp, produced
an insightful study of the Jewish people called The Jewish
Questlon -- A Marxist Interpretation (published Tn English

n Mexico in 1950). Leon wrestled with the question as to
Whether the Jewish people were a nation or not. Clearly
their historical role in Europe for 2000 years was§ more than
that of a religious grouping. In fact they played a very
definite economic role in medieval society as the money-




Therein lies the prin=
cipal obstacle to the real-=.
ization of Zionism. Capit-
alist decay--basis-for the
growth of Zionism--is also
the cause of the impossibi-
Tit¥y of 1its realizZation.

The Jewish bourgeoisie is
compelled to create a na- -
tional state, to assure it-
self of the obJjective -
framework for the develop--
ment of its productive for-
ces, preclgely in the per-
iod when the conditions for
such a development have.
long since disappeared. The
conditions of the decline

of capitalism which have
posed so, sharply the Jewish
duestion make 1ts solution
equally impossible along

the Zionist road. And there
1s nothing astonishing in
that. An evil cannot be
suppressed without destroy-
ing i1ts causes. But Zionism
wishes to resolve the Jewish
gquestion without destroying
capitalism, which is the -

principal source of the suf-;

fering of the Jews.

~-The Jewish Question, by
A. Leon
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lenders and bankers. A Christ-

lan who took up this occupation; .. .
was many times forced to convert' '
to Judaism and a Jew who gave it

up was in time assimilated into
Christianity.

, Lebnﬂcohciudedlthat:histor_
ically the Jews were a '"feopléw

-class': - that is, a group of
_ people with a distinct culture

and religion who played a special
economic function in feudal socie-
ty. With the birth of capitalism
in Europe the Jewish people's
economic role was removed from
them. Large sections of them

were ghettolzed and proletarian-
ized and they developed a national
mystique -- Zionism: a utopian
desire to escape from their oppres-
sive and untenable position with-
in the new capitalist sSociety.
Thus they were a people-class in
the process of disintegration and
at least partial assimilation.

The bulk of the Jews lived
in the more backward sections of
Eastern Europe like Russia and
Poland. The capitalist economic
revolution took place later in
these regions, at a time when as
a world system capitalism was
already in decay. Thus rather
than absorbing these people who
had traditionally been go identi-
fied with money relations into a

money-oriented system, large numbers of Jews were forced down
into the proletariat and utilized as were the peasants as

cheap labor in industry.

In addition their separateness was

forcefully maintained in order to Justify their inferior
status and as a method of fostering divisions within the

working class.

In the United States the Jewish immigrant first

played the same role in garment and other industries.

But

as time passed many were absorbed into at least middle

layers of business and the profegsions.

Furthermore the role

of the Jews was taken over by another minority, the Negroes.

The Negro as a Race-Class

The evolution of the American Negro people has much




-7-

in common with that of the Jews in Europe. Like the Jews

in the Middle Ages they were a people who played a definite
economic and social role in American society reserved solely
for them -- as slaves. The condition of Slavery was reserved
exXclusively for Negroes just as usury was for Jews. This
position in society gave them a cohesiveness and a certain
consciousnéss. . Thus we can characterize the pre-Civil War
Negro ag a race-class.

With the destruction of the slavery system capital-
ist society, rather than fully integrating the Negro infe-
American 1life, continued to oppress the Negro in the South
where the Negro continued to play an economic role similar
to that of the slave. Through the system of sharecropping
combined with the police oppression of the post-Reconstruc-
tion period, the Negro maintained its race-class character,

The urbanization of the Negro and his entrance
in large numbers into the ranks of the industrial proletar-
lat, especially in the twentieth century, should have removed
the economic props from under the special separate and
inferior class position of the Negro as a race. But this
did not happen. Just as with the Jews, capitalist society
continued to enforce a separate existence upon the Negro
artificially and to exert its every effort to keep the Negro
from fully becoming a part, culturally and soclally, of the
working class as a whole.

The reasons for this continued separation of the
Negro were basically the same as for the Jew in Europe.
Capitalism in the United States, while it had the capacity
for an impressive degree of industrialization, could carry
through this industrialization only on a limited and distorated
basis. Thus the old social relations in the South were kept
pretty much intact while the industrial revolution continued
full sway in the Northeast. The South became an internal
colony and the Negro continued to play the same role within
this colony as it had within the old slave system. The
overwhelming bulk of the American Negroes lived this sort
of 1life up to World War I.

During and following the war began a steady
migration to the North and entrance of large numbers of
Negroes into Northern industry, combined with regional
emigration to the Southern cities and a limited industrial
development around these cities (e.g. steel in Birmingham).
While this basic transformation of the relationship of
millions of Negroes to the organization of production in
the United States should have been accompanied by a con-
comitant breaking down of the old class-race separateness,
this did not take place because of the decay of the system
as a whole, The capitalist system continued to need the
Negro for a new social and economic function -- a source of
cheaper than white labor for industry and for marginal
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industries which:continued to ‘employ milliong: == small’”
sweatshops, service industries, domestic WOrkers, menlal
labor, etc.+ It also needed to keéep the worklng class
divided. Sao the' separateness’ of-the: Negro was preserved
through' the ghetto system and the old: pregudlces against
the Nepro from slave society were carried over. The Negro s
now played a new,:totally'irrational; separate economiic: '_
role within capitalist society, thus remaining a race-class’
in the throes of dlslntegratlon and transformatlon.

. Thus we can V1ew the Negro people as essentlally
a race class -which has been forced to continue its separate’
existence way beyond the time whén the original economic
reasons for this: position had disappeared.- This terrible
barbarity has been forced upon the Negro by the decay of the
capitalist system itself, which can no longer absorb and
integrate suoh grouplngs 1n a healthy way 1nto soclial 1life.

A Program for the Negro Struggle f

The program for the Negro struggle must flow o
from this kind of theoretical understanding. i To encourage,'
the Negro to struggle for & nationhood which is utopian is ,
to misliead the- Negfo and to direct his revolutionary energies -
down a safe path --"safe for the capitalist class which is = ¥
responsible .for his inferior position. To deny that the
Negro people have both a separateness and an independent
consciousness is to make it impossible for Marxists to reach
the Negro as he. ex1sts today

: ‘The Negro people can fully be absorbed into '~ ' ¢
American society as a totally equal and free people only " ©
through the destruction of the capitalist system itself - =~
which perpetuates  the Negro's inferior position. The Negro-f :
is still part-slaveand he can only be free by overthrow1ng
the new slave-owners, the capitalists who enslave the worklngeu
class as a whole through their. stranglehold on the means of

productlon, the great 1ndustrlal power of the Unlted States. !ff

The Negro must not retreat from American 5001ety "
but struggle to take 1t over as its rightful heirs along
with the working class as a whole. This requires a ‘common
struggle with the white working class and the breaking down -

of the barriers between black and white workers which are'fijf_'

fostered by the capitalist class.

The present crisis of leadership of- the Negro ,
movement is caused by the futility on the one hand of the AL
nationalists in thelr ‘utopian struggle for an impossible -
nation and of the "integrationists'" on the other hand who -
seek to achieve integration within a ‘capitalist 3001ety
which no longer has room for them except-at the bottom. A
new léadership must be created by the Negro people themselves
which carries forward the struggle along class lines in
common with the working class as a whole.
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2. BLACK NATIONALISM AND THE WORKING CLASS

An Analysis’ of What Negroes are Really-Struggling For

The struggle of the Nepro people in the last
decade has presented the U.S. ruling class with one'crisis”
after another. Today while Johnson and his advisors are
precceupied with finding a "solution" to the Vietnamese -
crisis, he is forced to-turn his astention to the embarracss-
ment of the first civil-rights sit-in ever to hit the White
House. Johnson, like Kennedy and Eisenhower before him,
has however, survived innumerable "embarrassments" over
the issue of civil rights. Since the "historic Supreme Court
decision" of 1954, and after countless thousands of sit-ins,
freedom rides and peaceful demonstrations, the social and
economic position of the great bulk of American Negroes
is, if anything, more miserable than before. The major
change in the status of the Negro has been a token inte-
gration and a small growth of the Negro middle class of
white collar workers and professional people. Cn this
level, the civil rights struggle has resulted in a growing
frustration and disillusionment of the Negro masses with
the mildle class dominated civil rights organizations and
leadership.

Enter Black Natioralism

Out of this frustration and disillusionment has
emerged the revived black nationalist movement as a com-
petitor of the reformist civil rights leadership. Instead
of a miserable "token" and a "crumb from the white man's table'
they have put forward the goal, in one form or another,
of separation or black control of the economics, politics,
etc. of the black community. Reflecting and promoting the
feelings of racial pride and self assurance of the masses
of the northern urban ghetto, some of the natiocalist groups
have been able to gain a limited base in these ghettoes.

This developement is furthered by the great fear by the
reformist civil rights leaders of any struggle in which

the black masses confront the system to any extent. It is
also the result of the failure of any revolutionary sociaiist
movement to gain a base among the black workers. The emer.
gence of the nationalists as an alternative, however,1s
limited and crisis-ridden because the nationalists offer -
a utopian dream of separation (see the arficle "Black Nation-.
alTsm and Marxist Theory in this issue)-- rather than &
program of action and struggle against the concrete con-
ditiong of Negro oppression.

The thrust of .he rationalist aetivity among the
magses 1is a .purely propagandistic campaign to gain cgnvertS‘
to the creed of separatism. Their main "transitional’ activ-
ity consists of efforts to establish and develope black
business". But campaigns to "buy black" are not going to mean
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much to the black worker who still has to pay the same
high prices, exorbitant -rerits for rotting.slums, and face
the fear of 1ayoff 1f he is fortunate enocagh to have a
job at allll. = i e

The Muslims and‘the other natlonalist groups
are middle class in character whether or not they have a
following among the masses. This is not to ignore the fact
that some groups are more radical than others. But even
to the extent they attack "imperialism" and "capitalism", i&-
is on the basgsis of a race or color theory of social reality--
the most radical of these groups may be "anti-imperialist",
but never "pro-working class". The race theory and religious
or quasi-religious 1deology is consistent with the lack of
program and struggle around social and economic issues
which are fundamentally working class in nature.

The Negro Perceives Class As Well ég_Color Distinctions

We agree with the editors of the journal, Black
Flag( '"The Crisis on the Left",Jan. 21, 1965? when theéy say
That the left must recognize that natlonallsm is a foree
in the black man's thinking." The developement of a rev-
olutionary program for a ninority group or section of the
working class-must always relate to the immediate moods and
understanding-- both the consciousness and the "false-con-
sciousness" of the movement. But in castigating the left
"because they appear to forget that the black masses view
the same society from a color rather than a class standpoint"
the article sees only one element of consciousness, color,
and overlooks the other, more fundamental ifless obvious
element--class.

The discrimination and segregation of Negroes
is a form for the economic exploitation of the Negro worker
who compriges 90% of the Negro population. Ag such, it is
also a form to create division within the working class
along racial lines in the interests of the capitalist ex-
ploitation of the class as—a-whole. The program of the
middle class reformist Negro leadership emphasizes that
both the'respectable" Negro loctor or lawyer and the black
New York sweatshop garment worker are not allowed in
certain restaurants or to live in restricted residential
areas. But itris not very concerned that one cannot afford
to eat in the same restaurants or live in the same apart-
ment as the other. Certainly, the Negro worker does not
see these problems as simply "color" questions and is also
aware of the basic class differentiations in society.

The last few years have seen the growth of struggle
by Negroes, especially the youth, against features of op-
pression which are fundamentally class issues facing the
Negro worker and his family--housing, education, unemploy-
ment. The growing self-assertiveness of the young Negro
in the northern cities over the class issues brings him
into increasing conflict with the system itself and freq-
uent confrontations with the police. Every action or demon—
stration oer the questions of housing or education runs-
into repression and tends to developeinto an issue of-«
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police brutality.  Every

demonstration against police -
- brutality (the brunt of which ' All the (government job place-
is borne by the black worker ment) programs are fake, said
and unemployed youth) tends to one outbtspoken observer in the
become a general revolt a- clty government...'because
gainst the poverty, unemploy- ~ | they take these kids and build
ment and miserable housing in up their hopes and then they
the ghetto as was the case with find them jobs as bus boys and
last summer's explosion in ‘ stock clerks and the kids awre
Harlem. ripe to be replaced by auto-
mation'..The first JOIN (a
The Black Revolt federal-city job agency) of-
Againgt Unemployment fice was opened last Jan. 2
in East Harlem. BEight Negroes
) Behind the dynamism and Puerto Ricans who had gone
of such explosions is the to the cenfer for help were
stark reality of unemployment. asked to step outside into a
The very first issue of the fierce snowstorm while Mayor
Bulletin (Vol. 1, No. 1, Sept. Wagner and other dignitaries
%4, 1964) pointed out that cut the ribbon inside and cof-
despite economic prosperity fee and donuts were served to
a huge section of American the press...From Jan. 2 until
working class youth has no early this fall..., the agen-
prospect of getting a job. If cies?! 300 employees dealt with
these young workers cannot 9,780 clients. OFf the total,
find employment now during 6,629 received counseling,
prosperity what will their remedial education and testing
future be when the economy be- services; 2,419 job placements
ging to sag? It was noted were made...
that "fully one quarter of all --from the N.Y, Times, Dec.lk,
Negro male teenagers are out 1964

of work. These figures only
include those actively seeking employment, ignoring the many
who no longer feel it is worthwhile to even try. The figure
for white teenagers was also high -- 14.2%"

A1l of the vaunted government programs designhed to
"attack" youth unemployment mean next to nothing and the
unemplyed Negro youth have no illusions on this score. A
New York Times article, (Dec. 14, 1964) discussing the
"Job Search" quoted a "young man" who "lounged in a dry-
cleaning shop in Harlem not long ago and explained why he was
not at work: 'I enrolled at one of the job training courses',
he said, 'I forget who was ru nning it -- 1t was the City or
the State or maybe the Federal Government.

'Anyway, they taught me how to be a printer. I got
good grades. and they said I had turned into a good worker.
Then I finlshed the course and now I can't get a job'. He
was asked what he did now. 'Nothing', he said."

The answer of the black nationaligts to the Problem
of unempkyemnt can only be to hold forth the ideas gf 'sepa- .
ration" and the building of black business. These “solutions
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do not offer the unemployed Negroes any means of struggle

to link them up with the white and Puerto Rican unemployed
against the system. Nor do they explain that unemployment isg
an essential feature of capitalism; that capitalism makes in-
creasing nUmbers of workers, .lack and white, permanently
"obsolete". " Equally disorienting As a "solution" is the
“demand for "preferential hiring" of Negroes. Such'a policy
cannot basically alter Negro unemployment as long as there
are relatively less and less jobS to go around for all ’
workers. DMore important, the demand tends to separate wor-
kers and buttress the chauvinism of white workers by enhan-
cing the fear of many white workers that the Negroes want to
take their jobs away from them.

Unemployment Must Be Fought With a Class Program

Rather than making demands which separate and
divide and therefore strengthen the system which depends on
the exploitation of the entire working class, demands must
be made which tend to unite all the unemployed with each
other and with the empIdcyed who are demanding "job security":
for the 30 hour wzek at 40 hours pay; for a massive Federal
public works program to be subsidized with funds now being
used for military purposes; for a Federal unemployment insur-
ance program to maintain all workers and their families above
the "poverty level" for the duration of the period they are
unable to find work. The Negro unemployed of New York City
could be organized behind the demand, for instance, that the
unemployed of the city be put to work to tear down the city's
600,000 substandard housing units and replace them with
100,000 new low cost units per year, with construction start-
ing in 1965. The same sort of linking can be made between the
need for jobs and the need for new schocls. The Negro trade
unionists as well as the unemployed are in a position to
build movements in support of these measures to fight unem-
ployment which could be immensely popular among white and
Puerto Rican workers and unemployed youth. Concrete programs
like this can be a great weapon in breaking down the chauvin-
ism of white workers and making a real impact within the
trade union movement.

Public Education is a Class Issue

The recent agitse'ion against segregation in New York
public schools is not simply a racial matter. While the form
cf the struggle is for integrated schools, underlying this is
the demand and necessity for new and better schools in working
class neighborh.o"s, decreased class sizes, etc. Recently
there was a mass deiwonstration by the students of New York's
Commerce High School against its proposed demolition. The
city plans to throw the 3400 students into other already |
overcrowded schoclg to make way for the building of the pri- |
vate Juilliard School of Music. The Commerce student body
is predominantly working class, -- U5% Negro, 25% Puerto Rican
and 30% white. The aims of this school protest tend to merge
with the aims of thz Negro schools boycotters demanding in-
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tegrated quality education. In an interview 1n Challenge

of March 9, 1965, one of the Commerce student's parents said,
"A11l I know is I want my kids to have as good an education
as any in this city -- my kid is as good as anyone even if
his father isn't rich...when the city gives something away,
it takes from the poor and gives to the rich. For years
they've promised us new schools, now they tell us ‘tough'!
Well they'rve asking foér a fight and we're in a mood for one."
Justas on the question 6f jobs, there 1s no room in-the black
nationalist program for struggle of the masses over this
question of thelr dally existence.

Harlem Erupts

During and following the Harlem rebellion.gparked
by unemployed youth last summer, the ruling class showed that
1t was not interrsted in attacking any of the nationalist
groups as such. Rather, it was more fearful that the Pro-
gressive Labor Movement might gain a following among the
masses. In the course of the struggle, Bill Epton and the
PLM were the only leadership that refused to go along with
the so-called Harlem Unity Committee, a committee consisting
of all the "leaders" of the community including representa-
tives of the Muslims, Malcolm X's OAAU and other nationalist
groups. The aim of this committee was to hold back the mas-
ses while unsuccessfully begging for some crumbs like the
creation of a ‘"civilian review board" to investigate cases
of alleged police brutality.

While most of the other leaders were telling the
masses to cool it and "go home", Epton, along with Conrad
Lyhn, Paul Boutelle of the Freedom Now Party and Jesse Gray
defied the Police Department ban on Harlem demonstrations.
The city showed where it stood when, despite the ban, the
police granted James Lawson's African Nationalists a permlt
for a rally, but arrested Boutelle when he tried to hold a
rally for his election campailgn. Nationalist groups like
Muhammad's Muslims and Malcolm's Organization of Afro-American
Unity said not a word in support of Epton and Boutelle while
groups like Lawson's were openly hostile to them. When
Epton was indicted on phony charges of "eriminal anarchy' as
a prelude to an ever mounting campaign to isolate and destroy
the PLM, all the nationalist groups kept their mouths shut.

The outbreaks in Harlem and the other urban ghettoes
againgt the system of "law and order" were not "race riots" as
some reactionary wishful thinkers would have us pbelieve. While
there was undoubtedly a great deal of anti-white sentiment,
it was the brutal cops, both black and white, who were the
objects of the pent-up rage of the people. It was reported
that in the Elizabeth, N. J skirmish, both black and white
working class youth joined together against the cops.

The Black Revolt Needs Political Independence

A1l the issues that lie behind the "riots" --
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police brutality, housing, education, unemployment -- inevita-
bly confront the state power of the capitalist system. Every
social protest and economic demand becomes a political de-
mand againgt the government. The burning need 1s for the
Negro workers to involve themselves in political action in-
dependent of the two capitalist parties in order to raise

the type of working class demands we have discussed. We
understand that Jesse Gray, Negro leader of the Community
Council on Housing, is considering running for Mayor in

New York against Wagner on an independent ticket next No-
vember. Such a campaign could provide a vehicle for

struggle by black workers on these class issues. It has

the potential to shake up the labor movement where the
bureaucrats will be in the Wagner camp. To 40 thig it will
have to reach the black trade unionists and through them in-
volve sections of the white trade unionists. Skeptics may
scoff, but in New York City alone, in the last year there have
been significant rank and file rebel movement among longshore-
men and railroad workers which have Jjointly involved black
and white workers.

The Future of the Struggle

It is often forgotten that Negro workers represent
a far greater proportion of the industrial working class than
their 10% proportion of the total U. S. population. While
the unemployed Negro youth and students are currently taking
the lead in the struggle, the Negro trade unionist will
come more and more to the forefront of the struggle as the
class struggle heats up in industries such as auto and steel
over the next few years. Anyone who has followed the Bulletin
for the last 6 months should have some understanding that
this heating up is definitely in the cards as the economic
crisis of U. S. and world capitalism deepens. The c¢lass
elements of the Negro struggle will increasingly dominate
over the racial elements.

Not to understand this is to be a prisoner of the
"false consciousness" of the moment -- to be unable to see
the future because of an impressionistic reaction to
the superficial appearance of the moment. Impressionists are
constantly surprised when their "common sense' impressions of
reality reveal themselves to be mistaken. Any movement
which has the subjective desire to be revolutionary has to
break with this empirical impressionism which is the
dominant mode of thought produced by capitalist society.
Only by absorbing the method of dialectical thought can a
revolutionary movement understand the underlying class char-
acter of all social struggle in the modern world. Only by
seeing phenomena in all their contradiction, interconnection,
and development, will revolutionists be able, in the words
of the Communist Manifesto, '"to represent the movement of
the future in the movement of the present."
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3. BLACK NATIONALISM AND AMERICAN RADICALS

The SWP as a Case History of Failure

To Intervene in the Negro Struggle

The upsurge of the Negro struggle poses a great
challenge to Marxists. They have the duty to intervene in
this mass struggle, to connect up with it and lead it towards
the path of revolutionary struggle agalinst the capitalist sys-
tem. In the last several years the development of black na-
tionalist trends has posed a particularly important test for
all radicals.

How have the radicals met this test? This articie
will make an assessment of the role of the Socialist Workers
Party in relation to the developments in the Negro movement o=
ver the past few years. The SWP, built as a Trotskyist party
in this country with some roots in the working class, and built
in oppositon to the reformism of Stalinism and the Social-Demo-
cracy over a long period, might be expected to prove capable
of meeting this challenge of the Negro struggle, at least in
part. Instead, the SWP has become typical of the failure of
American radicalism to intervene in the revolutionary process.

The development of the Black Muslim movement and
the SWP's growing interest in it are reflected in the pages of
the Militant through late 1962 and early 1963. In its con-
vention of July 1963, the SWP passed by majority vote a
resolution entitled, "Freedom NOw: The New Stage in the Struggle
for Negro Emancipation and the Tasks of the SWP." .The SWP
leadership sought in this resolution to assess black national-
ist trends and relate the SWP to them. The resolution states:

Our attitude toward separatists, including
the Muslims, is a friendly one. We recognize that
the mere existence of the Muslims has had healthy
effects, pushing rival Negro tendencies to the left
and thereby imparting an impetus to even purely in-
tegrationist battles. We note with interest that,
far from being a hardened sect, the Muslims have
shown a capacity during the last year to change in
a direction that better serves the interests of all
Negroes. However, they have sgtill to develop a pro-
gram of action for the struggles now taking place.

The resolution goes no further in attempting to
analyse the Black Muslim movement. The Militant during this
period simply printed what amounted to press releases, various
statement made by the Muslims, or news on defense cases~thHéy
were involved in because of the harassment they were then being

sub jected to by the government.

To this day, the SWP and the Militant have given no
accounting as to how the Muslims, "far from a hardened sect'
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two yezrs ago, have developed to the point where the support-
ers of Malcolm X. themselves accuse the Muslims of his murder.
We have yet Tto be informed by-the Militant as to when and if
the Muslims stopped playing a progre531vewrole, and how this
came about. We may suppose that the Militant relates. all of
these changes 1in some way or another to Malcolm X's spllt

with the Muslims, but this was never explained in any serious-
way even by Malcolm.

Typical SWP Meeting

In the 1l4st half of 1963, the SWP continued its
adaptatlon to the Black Muslims. There was never, in the
Militant or inside the party itself, aty analysis of the
Mu&§lims, any basic criticisms made of them on any level, oY
any attempt to see where they were going or how sections of
them could be influenced towards Marxism. At any one of thHe
many meetings organized for spokesmen like Malcolm X when he
was a part of the Black Muslims, the SWP or YSA speaker or
chairman of the meeting would introduce the speaker by saying
how close the Muslims are to the soclalists; how they attack
and expose ''the system"; how they are attacked by the govern-
ment and are lied about, like the socialists; how their approach
to the system is different, but only slightly different, from
the socialist approach. Several times this kind of patronizing
adaptation got so thick that the Muslim speaker himself would
correct the erroneous impresgsion that no differences existed
between the Socialist Workers Party and the Nation of Islam.
Behind this sickening opportunist approach lay an assumption
which was at times even openly expressed: Marxists have no role
to play in leading the Negro movement now -- they can only
cheer on from the sidelines.

The Kennedy agsassination and Malcolm X's famous
statement about the chickens coming home to roost gave Elijah
Muhammad the opportunity vto discipline Malcolm that he had no
doubt been looking for. The iMilitant reported very briefly
on the suspensicn of Malcolim, and then very discreetly with-
held all comment whatsoever on the natlonalist movement for
almost four months -- untcil alcolm announced his actual break
with the Nation of Islam. No doubt this was in line with the
newly developed "Marxist" tactic of the SWP: when a petty
bourgeois current to which they are adapting (Castro, Ben Bella,
the Muslims, Malcolm X) moves to the left (usually this is
merely a matter of words and not deeds, of course) there is
enthusiastic applause; at other, more "difficult'" moments,
gsilence is called for. In this case, the reason for the
silence of the Militant for four months is that Malcolm's sus-
pension and the crisis within the Muslims were incomprehensible
on the basis of the line of the Militant. The Militant was
caught by surprise by these developments, Jjust as they are by
all developments in the mass movement.

From Silence to Applause

Malcolm's final break ended the "silence" phase and



The characteristic
thing about the American
workers' partles, trade
unions and organizations,
and so on, wag their aristo-
cratic ¢hHaracter. It is the
basis of opportunism. The
gkilled workers who feel set
in the capitalist soclety
help the bdurgeois class to
hold the Negroes and the
unskllled workers down to
very low scale. Our party
is not gafe from degenera-
tion if it remains a place-
for intellectuals, semi-in-
‘tellectuals, skilled workers
and Jewish workers who build
a very close milieu which is
almost isolated from the
genuine mass. Under these
conditiers our party cannot
develop--it will. degenerate.

excerpt from Trotsky's
discussions with J. R. John-

son, 1939
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began a new ascending "applause"
phase in the Militant's brilliant
Marxist analysis of black nation-
alism! A flurry of articles ap-
peared in the Militant, week af-
ter week, simply reporting on
what Malcolm X .sald at such and
such a place or in such and-such
a news release. For instance,
the March 23,1964 issue of

the Militant contained the full
text of Malcolm's statement in-
launching a new organization, the
Muslim Mosque, Inc. The text,
including both correct and
confused statement, was printed
without comment. The statement
included the following:

. T emand will always be a Mus-
lim. My religion is Islam. I
still believe that Mr. Muham-
mad's analysis of the problem
is the most realistic, and that
his solution is the best one.
This means that I too believe
the best solution is complete
separation, with our people
going back home, to our own
African homeland.

..I'm not out to fight other Negro

leaders or organizations.

We must find a common

approach, a common solution, to a common problem.
As of this minute, I!'ve forgotten everything bad
that the other leaders have said about me, and I
pray that they can also forget the many bad things
I've said about them.

..0ur political philosophy will be

Black Natiénalism.
sophy will be Black Nationalism.

Qur economic and social philo-
Our cultural

emphasis will be Black Nationalism.

The March 30 Militant reported, "3,000 Cheer
Malcolm X at Opening Rally in Harlem." On April 6, the

page one headline said,

"Malcolm X to Organize Mass Vpter

Registration” (There was not and never has been since any
assegsment of the failure of Malcolm X to implement this

or any other concrete action)

Subsequent issues reported

on other Malcolm X speeches, and. in the July 13 issue the
founding statement of the Organization of Afro-American Unity

was reprinted without comment.

After wading through this

reportage the question which literally hits one in the face,
is "What could a Negro nationalist militant learn about the
struggle that he doesn't already know from reading the

Militant?"
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The several articles by George Breitman in the

Militant during this period fall very much within this frame- -
work of simple reportage and adaptation. The qaﬁalyticﬂlipgm L

article in the March 30 issue is entitled, "New, Force Can . .
Bring Major Rights Gains". The following week the banner
headline reads, "His Stand Can Unite and Build Movement'. 'In
these articles Breitman tries to make some delicate criticisms
of the Muslims. His major point is that they faced serious
problems because of their sectariam stance in relation to the
rest of the movement, where there was a lot of action goling
on. In trying to make this point, he even goes so far as to
welcome the increasingly friendly treatment in Muhammad
Speaks to such leaders as Roy Wilkins:! Needless to say
Malcolm's break is welcomed (discreetly, to be sure) as a
step away from this sectarianism and towards linking up with
the struggle, etec. Hope is even held out that Malcolm will .
continue to influence the Muslims in the direction he was
going, a prediction that looks like a bad joke at this time.
Nowhere in these articles is there anything approaching a
serious criticism of Malcolm or even of the Muslims, beyond
the point of their lack of involvement in the struggle. It
is apparent that the writer of this "analysis" 1s not even
thinking in terms of posing an alternative line, of really
analyzing, in the scientific sense of that term. The author
uses a very clever device. Wherever something is implied
which would ordinarily make it necessary for the SWP to
clearly and sharply differentiate itself politically from
Malcolm or the Nuslims, the writer very smoothly adopts the
lofty tone of the commentator, the spectator from whom sharp
criticism or differentiation is not required or expected.
This approach is the trademark of the centrist line of the
SWP.

Malcolm Speaks Out

Thus we see how the SWP dropped its great attention
to Muharmad's Muslims and began an even greater adaptation to
Malcolm. The Breitman articles are supposedly fthe explana-
tion of this turn, and a very feeble explanation they are.

D uring the last half of 1964, the Militant has nothing at
all to say about the Black Muslims. In several reports on
speeches and public statements of Malcolm in January and Feb-
ruary of this year, his vague references to differences with
the Muslims are simply repeated. :

Despite the fact hat the Black Muslim
movement attracted the most militant young black
people, it was "maneuvered into a vacuum", ex-
plained Malcolm X. For on the one hand, it claimed
to be religious, but was not accepted by the world
religion; while on the other hand, the government
and press called it political, but it didn't take
political actisn. It didn't take part in the civil
rights struggle. It said God would provide land,
but had no plan of action, said Malcolm X. “Lack of
action led to dissension and finally to a division
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of the movement. (Jan., 18 Militant)

Missing, of course, 1s any class analysis, and the
Militant is not about to give any. The Feb. 22 issue re-
prints 'the most serious accusations against the Black Muiims
ever contained in the newspaper which consistently referred
to them as a positive development, as a dynamic organization
with great potential, etc. Malcolm X detailed several at-
tempts on his life, referred to the Muslims as a criminal
organization, and disclosed that the Muslims had friendly
relations and some negotiations with the Ku Klux Klan and
Lincoln Rockwell's Nazis, when he was in the organization and
when the SWP was praising it as a positive force and labeling
any suggestions of collaboration between the Muslims and
racists as outright slander.

Before his death Malcolm X had himself indicated
that a major difference in his outlook since his break with
the Black Muslims was that he now thought independently, not
simply accepting the word of Muhammad as the word of God.

He had on several occasions shown signs of going beyond a
purely nationalist outlook. To a large extent he substituted
adherence to Muhammad with an orientation to the radical
petty nourgeois nationalist leaders of Africa and the Arab
countries. The most important thing is that in the face of
all these developments the Militant never gave any reason

for him to develop!

Within a week &fter the above-mentioned article
appeared, Malcolm had been silenced forever. The Militant,
as expected, devoted almost half of its next issue to the
assassination, though without mentioning the Black Muslims
at all. The Militant has yet to comment on Malcolm's last
thunderous accusations, which ironically expose the SWP as
prettifying the Muslims at the very time that organization
was engaged in reactionary and antl-working class activities
of the crudest sort. The SWP is completely incapable of
explaining the reactionary role of the Muslims. Their em-
pirical approach led them to view black nationalism 1in any
form as inherently progressive. Thelr empiricism blinded
them, and they were incapable of distingusihing between a
reactionary and progressive trend. To "Marxists' who have
lost all understanding, however slight, they ever had of the
Marxist method, the bare fact that the Muslims were saying some
radical things and were being persecuted by the government was
enough to make them progressive and potentially revolutionary.
Instead of trying to influence militants attracted to the Mus-
1imsg or to Malcolm, the SWP grasped at some rudimentary ele-
ments of race consciousness and militancy, exaggerated these
developments beyond recognition, and, above all, refused to
lead this consciousness anywhere, to see it as part of a
process which is not necessarily an irreversibly forward one.

SWP and the Wandering Followers

Those who looked to or admired Malcolm X now face
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a dilemma: there is no real movement left behind after
Malcolm's murder. There never was anything gaid about
building a genuine revolutionary movement that can provide

a real leadership. Nor is it simply a matter of building

an organization. It is the presentation of an alternative
program toward which militants can develop which is important.
To uncritically support the present is to play no role in
developing beyond the present! Thus these people, including
the SWP, can only wait for another "dynamic leader" to spring
up. Of course the material conditions will give rise, within
a certain space of time, to similar developments. But revo-
lutionaries are not supposed to have to wait, can not afford
to wait for some leader to spring up with a relatively ad-
vanced conscioushness. They have to be building a movement
which can provide the necessary conscious leadership. Need-
less to say, the SWP has never said this; even among its own
Negro members, so that many of them are leaving the SWP in
confusion. :

The SWP simply has turned itself into part of the
wandering followers of Malcolm X who have no place to turn.
Wwat is needed is a class approach, the building of an inde-
pendent Negro movement rooted in the working class and orien-
ted towards real struggle against the system, linking up with
other sections of the working class, the white workers as well
as the Puerto Ricans and other minority groups.

No longer is it simply a matter of the SWP knowing
these things but withholding comment for opportunist reasons.
A new middle class, predominantly student, section of the SWP
is not aware of these "subtleties"; they are almost as eclec-
tic and confused as Malcolm was. This is a reflection of the
degeneration of the SWP.

Needless to say, the SWP has accomplished nothing in
connection with the turn to the Negro struggle that was
outlined in the 1963 Convention resolution. The adaptation
to black nationalism led to the complete dropping of any
serious and consistent work by white or Negroes in the SWP
inside the actual movement, as the organization was turned into
the 'friends of the Muslims' or, later, the 'friends of Mal-
colm'. Not only have they been unable to recruit significant
numbers of Negroes with their approach that implies no role
for revolutionary socialists in the Negro struggle, but the
few who were recruited or were already in the organization
are also inactive or leaving the SWP. This is only natural
when a previously revolutionary organization castrates itself
politically in the face of a mass radicalization.

The real line of the SWP was revealed during the
Harlem uprising of last summer. While Progressive Labor members
in Harlem struggled to provide an alternative leadershlip, to
mobilize the masses of Harlem against the system at a time when
there was real anger and militancy in the Negro ghetto, the
SWP remained silent. No doubt 1t remained silent in part

because its hero Malcolm remained silent (for much of this
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period he was touring Africa and the Middle East), and thus

the Militang literally could not say anything because to say
anything would be admitting even in part that the SWP hasg

an independent role to play in the Negro struggle -- and hadn't
Malcolm himself said many times that the 'white radicals'
should take care of the whites, and he would take care of

the Negroes?

The Reason For the SWP's Failure

The SWP has wound up in this positon because it
is incapable of understanding and applying the method of
dialectical materialism. It views the Negro struggle, as it
views the colonial revolution, the labor movement, and all
other developments, in a mechanistic, empirical fashion. It
sees things just as they are today, and discards as unimport -
ant what they were yesterday or can be tomorrow. It separates
theory and practice, sees itself as a commentator and not an
active participant in the movement, and ignores the overall
process while bowing before the 'accomplished fact'. Con.
cretely, it failsg to relate the ideology of the Muslims or of
Malcolm X to the working class, it no longer sees the Negro
struggle itself in class terms and it accepts as at least
semi-permanent (until the distant future) separation between
Negro and white workers' struggles. It isg incapable of seeing
how the crisis of capitalism can and is at this very moment
driving white and Negro workers along a common path. It views
events in an objectivist manner, and minimizes to the point of
near-exclusion the role of Marxists, of congciousness, in
the anti-capitaiist struggles.

The rejection of Marxist method is summed up in the
comment and reportage which is all the Militant contains on
the Negro strgggle. It is summed up in the complete lack of
analysis, the fear of analysis and criticism, and the conse-~
quent extrmee confusion which any Negro militant depending on
the Militant for advice would feel about recent developments.

The line of the SWP on sending troops to the South
shows the real coneciliation of the SWP to the ruling class
itself. It seeks to hide this adaptation by balancing it off
with an uncritical attitude toward black nationalism. The
common method and approach underlying these two apparently
contradictory attitudes is the rejection of any role for
Marxism and the working class in the Negro struggle. Time and
time again the SWP has called on the Federal Government to
defend the Negro struggle by sending Federa] troops to the
South, when any Marxist should understand the use to which these
troops will inevitably be put, and when the most revolutionary
of the civil rights fighters are already drawing conclusions
about the role of the Federal Government which the SWP is con-
sistently evading. Once the SWP forgot about the role of the
Negro masses and the entire working class in emancipating
themselves, then they began to look to and rely upon other
forces, not only the nationalists, but also even tha Pederal
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government:

++ . The minority tendency within the SWP which later
became the American Committee for the Fourth International
struggled against this rejection of Marxism within the party.
In the discussion which culminated in the adoption of the
Freedom Now resolution, we stafted the following:

We must come to grips with the concept
which seems to be gaining a great deal of currency
in our movement, that the Negro struggle 1s being
automatically and irreversibly radicalized, and that
our intervention is therefore not crucial...The turn
to the mass movement...could turn out in practice to
be an adaptationist turn, if this tendency is not
countered.

We differ with the concept advanced by
the nationalist of a bourgeols leadership of the
Negro movement...The Muslims are ideologically strong
in their attack on white socliety. But they also
advance, and in many instances concentrate upon,
demands which do not serve the interests of the Negro
masses. These demands...are a petty bourgeois rejection
of the actual struggle in favor of fzsolation and a
sort of peaceful coexlistence with Ar:rican capitalism...

The majority rejected the minority views. Yet it is
clear that the minority foresaw the crisis of the Musligs in a
way the SWP leadership was unable to.
* X ¥

SPECIAL PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

The increased pace of politcal events is forcing us
to alter our regular publication schedule so thatwe can better
fulfill our political responsibllities. The developing crisis
in the Negro movement made it necessary to run this enlarged
issue of the BULLETIN with an increased press run. The next is-
sue of the BULLETIN must also be an enlarged issue with an even
larger press run. 1t will be dovoted to two important events
occurring over the Easter Weekend--the March on Washington to
End the War in Vietnam and the Progressive Iiabor Movement Nation-
al Conference. To enable us to produce these two enlarged issues
in a row and have time to properly distribute them, the next
issue of the BULLETIN will be dated April 19th. Subscrittions
will be extended accordingly.

We ask all readers to give careful consideration to
the theoretical and political concepts contained in this issue.
We urge all readers to contribute their own views on this topic.
What is needed now is a serious and deep dialogue on the left
which aims at a theoretical solution to the crisis in the Negro
movement to pave the way for the necessary practical solution.
We hope our own contribution helps stimulate this process.
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by G. Healy

‘Includes correspondence, documents and resolutions
G. Healy, National Secretary of the Socialist Labour League
and correspondent fot THE NEWSLETTER, weekly newspaper of the
S.L.L., wrote fthese reports from Ceylon last summer where
he had travelled to cover the emergency conference of the LSSP
(Lanka Sama Samaja Party). It was at this conference that the
right wing majority decided to join in a coalition govern-
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