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africa in struggle

This issue of the journal marks the return
of 'Africa in Struggle' after a consider-
able absence, We would like to apologise
to our readers and offer an explanation,.

. Qur aim in producing 'Africa in 3truggle!
hag heen to stimulate a debate on the cen-
tral questions facing revolutionary marx-
ists in Africa today. Within the editor-
ial board a vigorous debate has taken
place over the past year as to. how AIS
could best assist in the opening up of
sueh a discusaion. We felt that it was
eszential teo be clear on the direction

of the journal, and it is for this reas-
on that production has for so long been
delayed.

We cousider that an indipensable contrib-
ution to the process of political clarif-
ication will be the promotion of a broad-
ly based journal representing a wide body
of revolutionary opinion in Africa . ‘today,
We feel that the promotion of such a
“journal will be the product of an exten—
sive debate amongst African revolutionar—
ies, We believe that 'Africa in Struggle?
has an important role to play in- engend-
ering such a discussion, and it is to
this goal that the efforts of 'Africa- in
Struggle' will be dedicated.

We expect irn future mumbers to widen the
spectrum of opinion represented on the
editorial board. We hope that such a
change will encourage a wider body of

report of the anmal conference of the

first taste of what can be achieved by
frank debate. We feel that these exper-

iences will give comrades renewed confid-

ence to exchange ideas and hence by clarfi
ifying many key problems stengtnen and -

develop the unity of African revolution~_*"

aries, D
Ferbaps the need for political clarity . -
as a basis for a united struggle is no-
where better illustrated than in Zim- .
babwe. In this issue of the journal we'

" publish an analysis of the 'internal

settlement' which raises very many prob-. .
lems for revolutionaries in that count= '
ry. Wwe conclude our debate with the -
Unity Movement over the nature of South e
African society and the tasks of the
revolution, Also, in this number we o
open a much needed discussion within the
Jjournal on the nature of the 8lack Cong~
ciousness Movement in South Africa.
Illustrating in a very pronounced way '
problems which beset countries already

mentioned is the article on Ethlopla,.

developing in a particularly clear way
the meaning of the national question for
Lfrican revolutionaries. . Finally we™
print several articles concerned wlth '
solidarity actions in support of the
harsh repressions in East Africa, and a

ffrican Students Union, together with -
the call made by the 45U for a demons~""
tration to commemorate Soweto. '

o6 to Urers ve lecrn of the

participanis to the journal. We look = et fnucrvention in trire,
forward to a free and open discussion NG Ve ﬂnGT"dﬁ & note on the .
within the journal giving our readers a ripnilicorce of bhig cvent for
i, '
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THE BITTER FRUITS OF
NEO-COLONIALISM

Recent events in Zaire have served, in
many weys, to stress the fact that the era
‘of imperialist domination of the Afrlcan
continent is far from recedlng.

Apart from the raclst assumptlon of the
official ‘'humanitarian' grounds for the
French and Belgian intervention (imply-—
ing that imperialism hag the the unfetisr—
e¢d right to act at will when white lives

are involved, while Africans have no rights
at all), all informed observers admit that

the French operation had a clear military
obJective. This was to do what the corrupt
and oppressive Mobutu regime could not do
- defeat the Congolese National Liberatlon
Front in their strategic position in
Kolwezi and bring ‘'security’
'1st economic operations) to the area. .

Of course behind these. mllltary goals lay
the objective of tightening French imper-

ialist comtrol of the country at the exp~. -
ense of both their Belgian’ rlvals ‘and the

pecple of the country..-

.Abe’t_raYa | '_

That imperialism could embark upon such an

audacious and blatant operation after a
decade of being on the defensive, and
supposedly outflanked. by the rise of the
'"third world', may seem surprising to
some, But the key is easy to find: it is
the increasing readiness of the rulers

and ruling classes of the various African -

countries to openly embrace the imperlalu'
ists when their own interests are under
attack, as they increasingly are by the
mess of impoverished Africans - poor _
farmers, workers and un and under employ—
ed town dwellers. . '

The history of French intervention in
"Techad and Gabon, the collaboration of

African regimes in the military operation -

in Entebbe, and the OAU intervention last
* yeary, were all storm clouds precedlng the
Kolwezi torrent. Kolwezi represents more

club of
preserving the 'holy' boundaries of

(for imperial-

‘,coe%ﬁmeg iz e

| B

than afdaclarafibﬁ that 20%h cénﬁuﬁy

tparatroop diplomacy? is here %o stayy

it is profound testimony to the bank-

rupteoy and tresachery of the neo-colonislis
regimed in Africa. The OAU9 rather than an
‘organisation bullalng the anti- imperialisd
unity of the 4frican people; has becoms s
dictatdrs, more concerned with . .

imperialist divided Africa, and thsreby
defend their own sinecures.

Eia b@ra‘tsaﬂ

The depths @f shls polltlcal beirayai
were dramatically unveiled in the clowlﬁg
address of President Bongo of Gabon at
the recent Franco-African Conference:
"Africs is currvently undergoing a crisis

" the gravity of which we cannot over-empha-

sise. In more precise terms; I would say
thet it is 2 guestion of a vast subversive
enterprise designed ‘o overturn the geo-
political eguilibrivm of our continent...’

- Addressing the author of the Zaire advent-
- ube, Giscard d'Bstaing, Bongo assumed an

appr@priaﬁe demeanours
*We thank you, and through you %ha

- Govermmend and @eapla\of France, for your

:eauxagag for yeur determination and for

. your, concern to glve cohtent to the agree-
‘ments which have been soncluded between. _
_Fﬁanee and fhe- maﬁari%y of our cpuniries

so0 WE aay %o yom simply that we have also
made. ths tright - ehuice’

us, whe love us, snd those who seek the

_regression of Africasss Mo leave Africa to

the Africens in no wy, signifiaa that we .

. must acoeph the exwouragenent of subver=
~elon, much’ lese itk ?rﬁvabatiena Nothing

can JﬁSt&fy mmr&erg genoolde; massacre.
To pressrve Africa from these evils, it

48 not oo sirvong %o affirm that all the
genuinely civilis@ﬁ uaua%r;eﬂ must HOW COMS
to our aldess?

Union of all %&é °g@nﬁin@%¥3$iv1115ed
dountries? 4¢ preverve 48 Tgeopolitical

' equilibriﬁ@fg Qiséarﬁ ébuﬁ& not have samﬁ'

it be%ﬁeré

‘, A

% @f 0ppr@ssed
~§$ra@mf@§% in
o rebirih of o
&ffiéaniﬁt

unif@wﬁg hug

We must establish
. & distinciion: betwsen these who understand
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Black Consciousness

in South Africa

The brutal murder of 3Steve Biko by South
Africats security police and its blatant
cover up by the coroner is only the latest
‘in the line of repression, torture and
injustice to which black cppozitionists
have been subjected for the passt hundred
years., The fate of Biko is however slsc
a comment on the seriousness with which
the racist regime regards the movement

for black consciousness. Bike had been

‘a leader in ithe formation of the South
‘Afriean Students Organisation (S4S0)
which split from the white dominated
Wationsl Union of South African Students
{NI343). In 1971 this 2nd other organ~
isations formed the unitary Black Peoples’
Convention. Until their baznning in Oot-
.ober 1977 these were the foremost art-
iculants of theories of black conscious-—
ness.

"As will be attested by any recent exile,
thege groups were the most influential
‘in forming the political positions of

a whole new generation of activists who
have developed in the 1970s. Without

~ doubt they were the inspiration for the
o activists who led Soweto's students in
1976. Despite their banning there is no
doubt that the ideas of the black consc-
iousness advocatés will continue to cir-
culate and to gain influence in the com-
ing period. . Precisely because they rep-
resent the present level of politieal
consciousness of the mass of black act-

. ivists inside South Africa it is necessary

for revolutionary marxists %o examine

their ideas and to enter into fraternal

debate with them. This article, which

we dedicate to the memory of Steve Biko

and to the contifmation of the struggle

that he led, attempts 10 begin this
_process.

When SASO emerged it ended a period in
which black political activity had been
- at a lower level than at any time for the
preceding fifty years. This had resulted
" from the severe repression launched by
the govermment in the early 1960s. The
. entire spectrum of oppositional movements,
- African Mational Congress, Pan African
Congress;. Unity Movement, Communist Party
‘etc were unprepared politically or org-
anisationally for this. After = brief
period of disastrous sabotage activity
most of their cadre went into exile,
From there they vainly sousht to organise
rural guerilla campaigns. In doing so
they ignored the by now overwhelming

CHurst 1973).

‘American culture (for good summaries of.:

proletarianisation and urbanisation of
the mass of blacks of working age. Ais
a result they became isolated from the
key section of the black population,

The black consciocusness movement. filled

this wvacuum.

politics

As Biko said: "In 1963 black people were
gcared of involvement in politics and
there was ne useful leadership..Zvery-
body found it comfortable to lose himself
in a particular position. The students
have seen their role to prepare them—
seives for leadership role in the Black

‘community through the political articul-

ation of the aspirations of Black people*
{Interview printed in IXwezi No 7, Dec

1977)

Critical examination of the positions of
the advocates of black consciousness is
made a little difficult by the diversity
of views and subjects of concern w1th1n
the movement, One whole wing has been pre-
ocecupied with the development of "black
theology”. (¥or a sprinkling of writings
on this theme gee: Basil Moore (ed)

"Black Theology, the South African Voice"
Their positions are somewhat
analagous to those of the independent

- churches that arose at the end of the

19th century in reaction to the clearly
pro~colonial position of established
churches. They suffer from the same glar- .
ing contradiction. On the one hand they -
reject white conceptions of religion, but
they simultaneously sustain Christianity,
which was itself perhaps the most pervas-
ive cultural import accompanylng white
colonialism,

Other sections have been very much con~
cerned with the promotion of a revival

of black culture. Significantly this has
not on the whole taken the form of looking
back to the musie, dancing etc. of pre-
colonial societies., Rather it has tend-
ed to deal with contemporary themes and
to be most heavily influenced by black

work in these and other areas, see the

'Black Review', annual Durban based pub—
lication of Black Communlty Programmes,*;
1972 onwards) ' '



It would be gquite wrong to underestimate
the importance of such cultural devel-
opments. Whether in the religious or
artistic fields they are manifestations
of a developing reaction against oppress-
ion. Of course many of their initiators
{especially of black theology) grossly
mislead their audience. But their very
existence is of crucial importance to
revclutionaries;, for this is cur constit-
uency too.
christians
The most politicised wings of the black
conscicusness movement actuslly arose
out of the University Christian Movement,
This was founded in 1967 on the initiat-
ive of the Anglican Archbishop of Cape=-
town as a2 milti~racial inter-denominat-
ional organisation . At its 1968 confer-
ence & black caucus was founded which was
directly responsible later in. the year
for the decision to form SASO. This stood
on & policy of mevarate organiszation for
blacks. It deemed this necessary partly
because NUSAS had been banned on a major-
ity of black campuses. But its central
argument was that blacks needed to 1ib-
erate themselves from the dominance of
whites over radical movements in South
Africa end to build organisations of the
oppressed which would be entirely self-
reliant. In making this argument they
were attacking not just reliance on liber-
als like Paton, Surzman etec., but, by
implication, the practice of ithe previous-
ly dominant sections of the nationalist
movement. The ANC particularly had been
heavily influerced by the mainly white
leadership of the South African Commun-
ist Party. According to SASQO leaders,
South Africa'’s whites were in 2 privileged
position that effectively prevented
them from 1005 association with blacks.
In any case it was necessary for blacks
to form separate asgociations in which
they would work through their own pé
icular problems and achieve not 3usﬁgorg—
anisational bui psychological llbera‘ﬁgn
from white domination. Such a step we's
extremely significant for the rebirth of
black political organisation after the
lull of the mid 1960s. It came into a
situation where there were no.effectively
functioning political organisations,
with the exception of those sponsored by
fledgling Bantustan governments with the
aim of securing backing for themselves.
If black grievances were heard at all
. they were articulated through the dist-
orted medium of white liberals. SASO's
insistence on the need for a rebirth of
self-organisation was a key in stimulat-
ing the new economic and political milit—
ancy of the 1970s.

"ently organise precisely such economies

It was quickly followed by the develop-
ment of an organisation with similar aims
for non-students (Black Peoples’ Convent-
ion 1971) and by an attempt to develop
black trades unions on the same lines
(Black and Allied Workers union 1972).
Later a school students’ movement was set
up (SASSM) which was to play a leading
role in promoting the 1976 unrest in the
educational system,

flourishing organisations

Depite this flourishing of organisations
the new movement never succeeded in work-
ing out a coherent political programme,
Nor did it develop a functioning organ-

- isation that was capable of directing

struggles beyrnd the local,  The most
clear political statements of sections

of the Black Consciousness movement were
made in the BPC Adms of July 1972 and its
30 point programme entitled . !Black Comm—
unalism' passed at the Mafeking Confer-
ence, 30th May 1976. A further basic dec-
laration was made by a meeting of 300 rep-
regentatives of most of the orgmnisations
that would consider themselves part of
this movement, held at Hammanskraal in
December 1974.

In 1972 five out of the seven points of
EPC's programme concerned means for rais-
ing black consciousness in a variety of
fields. The other two demanded the creat-
ion of "an egalitarian society where just-
ice is meted out equally to all" and Man
equitable economic system based on the
principles and philosophy of black comm—
unzlism", There is no atitempt to form
ulate any programme of precise demands
for mobilisations in favour of any of
these objectives. Again its 1976 Progz-
ramme, while longer, is a foirly detailed
charter for a "modified version of the
traditional African economic life style
which is being geared to meet the dem-
ands of a highly industrialised and mod-
ern economy" (Introduction, point 1)

It calls for state control of major sec-
tors of the economy with a mixture of
co-operatives and small scale capitalist
businesses at lower levels, If any inf-
luences are detectable in its philosophy
they are those of African ‘socialism’,
like that of Nyerere and Kaunda who curr—

for the greater securily of imperialist
capital and the enrichment of a local
bureaucratic bourgeoisie. In some ways
even more important than this is that the
30 point Programme is nowhere a programme
for action and could not therefore play
any sort of mobilising role.




In that respect the very brief conclud-
ing resolution of the 1974 Black Renaiss-
.ance Convention is s little superior, It
at least precises opposition to 'separate
-development and all its institutions' and
calls for a 'society in which all people
participate fully in the government of
the .country through the medium of one man
one vote'. ‘ ' '

programmes

Overall however, the political pProgrammes
of the various sections of the movement
have been a good deal less precise than
those of their forerunners of the 1850s
and 19608, This does not of course mean
that fthese orzanisations have not engnged
in any political actions. The record of
‘bannings, detention and murder of their
'members by the government testifies to thisg.
What has happened however is that the dif-
ferent- wings of the movement have tended
to go ahead with diverse actions within
their own particular fields. At no time
have any centralised initiatives been

taken by all its constituents around =
commonly agreed programme of action, A
chain of events like that of 1976 came
about spontaneously out of unplanned init-
iatives in a particular local struggle.

But if they were not organised by the

‘black consciousness movement they were
nonetheless products of a political mil-
ieu heavily influenced by its propaganda
and' arguments,

Irspite this tendency to political wvague-
ness the black conscicusness movement has
made important strides forward on at
least three key questions:

1) 411 its constituents have insisted

on a definition of Black people as includ.
ing the 'non-white ' oppressed in South
Africa, ‘Historically =211 nationalisi
movements .in South Africa had maintained
racially divided organisations even if
these were federated (e.g., Congress 1ll-
iance, Unity Movement).

2) With few exceptions the new movement
has been unanimous in its rejection of
all collaborationist ventures. Foremost
amongst these are the Bantustan governm-
ents, but included are such bodies as

the Urban Bantu Councils which came under
such heavy attack during the Soweto ev-
ents. Lgain its clarity on this vpoint
marks off the movement from the vast maj-
ority of its predecessors and readies it-
to play a more uncompromising role in

the struggle against the apartheid state.

3) The black consciousness movement has
maintained a generally positive attitude

to the question of a united front of all .
movements fighting for the overthrow of
apartheid. In the Ikwezi interview quoi-
ed above Biko sayss ‘ :

"l personally would like to see the ANC
and PAC and the Black Consciousness Move=:
ment decide to form one liberation group



petit bourgeois

On the other hand, as we have shown above,
where we can find an explicit political
programme it falls essentially into the
same petit bourgeois category as more
tradi tional African nationalism on the
rest of the continent. Farther, while
the development of the black conscious-
ness movement marks s tremendous atep for-
ward for the struggle in South Africa,

‘1 cannot escape the contradiction that
the récism of whites does not by itsgelf
explain tne nature of the state., Biko
himself illuninates the problem:

"There is no doubt that the colour quest—
ion in South African politics was orig-
inally introduced for economic remsons™
(Pg 36, Basil lbore (ed) op cit)

But later in the same article we read an
attack on those who "tell us that the
situation is a class struggle rather
than a racial one. ZLet them go to van
Tonder * in the Free State and tell him

this"(pg38). When Biko says (ibid pg39)
that "white people now despise black
people not because they need to reinforce
their attitude and so justify their pos-
ition of privilege but simply because
they actually believe that black is inf-
erior and bad" he is in part correct. '
Racist attitudes have inde-d become int-
ernalised in the outlook of the mass of
white South Africans. This fact does not
mean that we have to look no further than
these for an explanation for the peculiar
nature of that state. In fact the instit-
utionalised racism that sustains it bee-
omes more and more thoroughgoing the more
advanced is the development of the South
African capitalist economy end it is imp-
ossible to imagine the destruction of one
without the other,

We stand in unconditional solidarity with
the Black Consciousness movement and its
struggles. We particularly commend the
advances it has made in the development
of the opposition in South Africa. But
precisely because it is now the central
expression of the aspirations of the most

advanced gections of South Africa's

blacks it is necessary to make string-
ent and hopefully constructive eritiques
of its policies and organisation, Such
a debate will be an essential part of
the necessary regroupment of forces
opposed to apartheid on a principled
political basis, ‘'Afriea in Struggle’

“invites further contribution on this and

related topics.

John Blair February 1978

*caricature of an Afrikaaner farmer,

Soweto fights on




internal setllout

The 'internal gettlement' reached in HFhod-
esia between Smith, Muzerewa, Sithole and
Chirau has been universally condemned as
2 betrayal of the interests of the Zimb-
abwe people. For the past ninety years
_the Zimbabwe peasants and workers have
" struggled against their exploitation at
the hands of & ruling class in collusion
with international capitalists. The int-
ernal settlement leaves all the fundament-
a]l relationships of exploitation this all-
‘jance has engendered unchallenged. Un
the contrary, it entrenches them under the
guise_ofla one person one vote independ~
ent black government; a government which
is neither independent nor based upon dem-
ocratic representation. -

© amongst the provisions is that of a 100

~geat parliament, 20 being reserved for
white candidates elected by whites only,
and another 8 reserved for white candi.d-
ates elected by blacks snd whites, but
“nominated by the present white govermm-
ent. Thus 28 seats are to be held by
‘whites representing 4 million whites, and
72 by blacks supposedly representing 6
million blacks - in short, one-black-one
‘yote, one-white-ten-votes . Behind the
gsimple aritimetic of this sell-out is
revealed the full scale of the capitulw
ation. S ' ‘

| entrenched privileges

i, Several entrenched clauses

of the independence constitution include
the guarantee of existing properties, or
immediate compensation upon expropriat-
ion or nationalisation. These entrenched
clauses cen only be altered by a 78 vote

" majority. The 28 white MPs will effect-~
ively block such changes. HYowever, the
real guarantee of these relationships

for the white settler class and its coh~
orts is the effective contimiation of theé
existing judiciary, police and armed forc-
es and public service authority. It is
only when this power is in the hands of
the peasants and workers that independ-
ence and democracy will come to Zimbabwe.

2. This situation will obtain for two
parliaments or ten. years, whichever is
the\longer. Thereafter, whatever chan-

recoup their position.

ges may be proposed must be ratified by

a 51 vote parliamentary majority. The 28
whites need therefore orly find 22 black
stooges to block any constitutional chang-
es. Such stooges abound in Chirau's

ZUPO (zimbabwe United Peoples Organisation,
as well as in Muzorewa's FANC (United Af-

rican National Council), and Sitholels,
rncs  (African iational Couneil Hitno-&.

2,  Although the 23 whaites may nci tloc
with any cre tlack group for the purp-
oses of forming a coalition goverrment,
there is nothing to prevent them from
forming a majority government with two
or more groups! The manifest contradict-

ions and differences within and between’
the three black parties, their inherent

instability end petty sectarian wrang-
lings make them highly vulnerable to

. splits and thus are rich pickings for

the coherent white bloc.

4. The interim government provisions

{nclude an Executive Council (Smith,
Sithole, Muzorewa, Chirsu) and a Minist-
erial Council (dual portfolios for each
ministry, one white for each selected by
Smith, with the three blacks each select—
ing one third of black minister:)  Any
one member of the EC can veto any decis-
jon of either council. The resulting
paralysis clearly favours a gtatus quo
situation - in other words, the whole

" gamut of the racist state, including of

course its military apparatus, continues
as before. Some 'victory', some 'indep-
endence! for Zimbabwe!

The leaked mimtes of the internal seftle--f

~ ment talks reveal the extent to which Muz-

orewa, Sithole and Chirau were prepared
to bend over backwnrds to nlacate and _
acoommednte to white fears and privilegess
The issue of 'white confidence' domin- .
ated much of the proceedings. The react-
ionary, albeit ingenuous, contributions
of Chirau's ZUPO, the party of the def-
unct tribal chiefs, are summed wup in one
statements "I alsc went to tell you that
the men in the bush are not ours. We may
be the first to face the firing squads™.
Having lost their power to the colonial
state, and their traditional bases to the
1iberation movement, these anachronisms,’
compromised lackeys of white rule, yeb -
see a way in an internal settlement to




Sithole, a founding father of ZANJ and
armed struggle in 1963, subsequently .’
revealingly outstripped by the radical—
isations of that struggle, finds himself
in 1978 a crusader against nationalisation,
friend of foreign investors, implacable
enemy of guerilla '"terrorism' and man of
peace al any price. The opportunist

finds himself today traitor to Zimbabwe
and an agent-in-chief of neo-colonialist
enterprises.

Pishop Fuzorewa, thrown up from obscurity
"% a volce of popular mass rejection of
the Pearce Pettlement manceuvre of 1972,
fails to comprehend the contradictions

of courting and being courted by inter-
national capitalists and his populist
rhetoric about 'ending exploitation of

man by man', As chief guest at a recep-
tion held by capitalists in the US, Mug-
orewa clearly revezled what 'independence!
for Zimbabwe mezns to him, Like Sithole,
his encouraging assurances in statements
to them regarding ..ationalisation and
future foreign investment defined him as

o Iriend of internationnl capitalism and
enemy of Zimbabwe.

imperialism’s response

Une common interpretation of British and
imerican government responses to the int-
ernal settlement sees apparent divergence
between Young and Owen, the former sticke
-ing hard by the Anglo-U3 settlement prop-
osals, the latter making conciliatory
neises towards the developments in Sal—
isbury. We should however, see these .
differences in imperialist responses as
tactical., The strategy of all imperial-

ist nations towards all colomial and semi-

colonial national liberation struggles is
coherent and united: namely, the deflect~
ion of mass militancy by the incorporat-
ion of as much of the leadership as poss~
ible into an alliance with western imp-
erlalism in their continued exploitation
of those 'independent' nations in neo-
colonial form. Such incorporation dep-
ends .on the collaboration of these petit
bourgeois leaderships, their hold over the
mass organisatiouns and the strength, coh-
erence and identity of class interests of
their petit bourgeois baces. The many
thousand black capitalist farmers, busin-
essmen and professionals in Rhodeeis prov-
ide such a basis, and the three parties

to the internal settlement deal such lead-
erships,

The problem for imperialism is its inab-
ility thus far to incorpordte an essential
component of the liberation movement, the
Patriotic Front, whose guerilla campaigns
have precipitated this frantic search for
& negotiated settlement, Herein lies the
. source of the tactical differences bet-
ween the UK and US - how best to achieve
such incorporation, upon which the suce—

-solution for Zimbabwe depends, The US

~to compliant black quislings as against = = |

‘the white regime in its confrontation

essful consummation of the neo-colonial

Government seea the current internal sett~
lement attempt as a non-starter, since it |
in no way guarantees the end of the war. |
For the UK govermment, the possibility

of drawing Mecomo into it is real. Thus

the two imperialist govermments have no
strategic differences, just tactical ones.
Whilst keeping a keen eye on the Progress

and possibilities of the internal settl-

ement, Owen is colluding with Young in
contimiing to promote the Anglo-US prop-

¢sals in an ongoing series of meetings

with the Patriotie Pront leaders.

The logic behind such tactics is that the-
spurious respectability accorded the Uk~
US proposals by the internal settlement,’
the weakness of stomach for a genuine 1lib-~
eration struggle and the fear of being
outflanked by the internal settlement,

Hurabe, Youns, Owen, Nkomo

will all congpire to undermine the recg-

clve and expose the socialist rhetoric
of many in the PF leadership , Those
militants genuinely. fighting for
libersation will be thus isclated and
dealt with appropriately by the govern~ _
ment of 'independent' Zimbabwe. The mech-
anism behind such a sell-out may well come
in the form of a mongrel admixture of the
two sets of formulae.

The tacticians of imperialism, drawing

on their experiences in Vietnam, Angola,
Mozambique and elsewhere, have pressuris-
ed the Smith regime.into seeing the wisdom
of gonceding the trappings of state power

the military and economic propping up of

with black nationalism, Smith however,
wishes to install a black government he
himself can control in the interests of




t pr1v11ege. Owen and-
greater vantage p01nt of

_ensmbllltg of:“the 1uyurJ of white
”pr1V1lege in“ite plans for the country,

. 'feel that only an incorporation of the
L PR guarantees the required result and
':_glves them the whlp hand.

~ programme vital

The oruecial questlon now is how thne anti-
;mperlallst struggle is-to contimue in
the face of the internmal sell-out and con-

‘timing diplomatic manceuvres. . 4 crude
 counterposition of guerilla struggle is
clearly inadequate. Guerilla struggle is
'a crucial tactic, but cannot on its own
substitute for political intervention
around a programme leading towards the
revolutionary transformation of Zimbabwesn
society. : A mass abstention by the Zimb-
abwean people in the internal settle-
ment elections would carry far more
‘weight than 2 mere military sabotage of
such elections., Intense political agit-
ation exposing the true nature of the

'"jcollaboratlonxst sell-out by the leader-

'ships-of the UAN®,ANC (3) and ZUPO, and
. the nature of neo~colonialism and imp-
- erialism and’ centrally " important debates
. with the masses around key programmatic
. points to consolldate the gains of the
- liberation struggle can produce such a

. rebuff to Smith, his stooges and imper-.

~ialism.’: This agitatlonal politics aims

to prepare the people for the. forms and

_ ex1gencies of contimed struggle, to con-
.cretely .expose the luabllity, let alone.

tke unw1111ngness, of the parties to the

‘achieve real and lasting independence.

- €3 be trade union struggles or guerilla

Salisbury deal to confront the problems
of the masses on Zimbabwe., The purely
constitutional obsessions and empty pop-
ulist rhetoric of Muzorewa and Sithole
and their explicit collusicn in the neo-
colenising process offer no solution to
the agrarian crisis in Zimbabwe, nor tn
the crisis of living =2nd working condit-
ions of the agricultural and industzrisl
workers ~nd the huge pool of unemployed.
what solutions does the internal settle-
ment propose to the disgusting living
conditions of the four million black
Zimbabweans crowded into barren agricult-
ural areas and for the imillisn agric-
ultural workers? They have no ansver,
and why? - the only real solution is

the re-appropriation of the farm lands
in the 'white' aress under peasants and
workers cratrol, a solution which demands
the destruction of the zolonial state,
not coliaboration with it,

democratic rights...

Jemocratic rights must be granted imm-
ediately to the Zimbabwe people, they
muat have the right to form trade unions,
neighbourheod committees, workers sand
peesants commitiees etc - the lessons
of Angola are very instructive. It is
ouly by relying on their own self-org-
anisation that the Zimbabwe pedrle can

It is only on the basis of their own :
struggles that the power of the colonlal
gstate snd its backers yJjinternational cap-
1tal,can be broken, whether thegse struggl-

ones, whrtever the form they moy toke,

Ifuzorews, Sithole and Chirau have been
in 'power' now for over two months and



have made much hot air or the gquestion
of political detainees. But what of the
% million Zimbabweans in Smith's concent-
ration cemps {‘protected villages').

The immediate demand for their release
has not been made! Smithbk militazy
forcibly drove these pedple from their
farmlands and villages into these condit-
ions bseczuse they aided the guerilla
struggle, thereby posing serious threats
40 the regime. Do these Zimbabwean peas-
znts pose & threat to the internal sett-
lement or do the three traitors also

wigh to proteci them from themselves?

The release of these 3 million political
prisoners whose crime has been to part-
‘icipate in the lideration of their count-
ry and whose struggle has catapuited
the likes of Muzorewa, Sithole and Chirau
into 'govern-nent! must weit vhile these
three haggle over the constitutional
arrengements for their future and joatle
for ministerial portfolies.and the

other fruiis of *independence’. Are the
Zimbabwezns to vote for the three stooges
under the protection of barbed wire and
Smiths scldiers? May the real militanis -
of the liberation struggle freely enter
these barbaric fortresses to ¢convince

the people of the fraudulence of the int—
ernal settlement and their need to contin-
ue the struggle for genuine liberation?

...suppressed

Mugabe's ZAWU and Nkomo's Z4FU, the two
wings of the PF,have been declared legal
under the interim arrangements. Does
this mean that the PF and other oppon-
ents of the sell-out may freely agitate
against the internal settlement, or for
demands on the transitional government, -
or for an abstention vote in the fraud-
ulent elections, or for a referendum of
all Zimbabweans (and not only of whites
a8 agreed under the internal settlement)
on the whole deal? The answers have
already been given., Demonstrations by
People's Movement Militants (the internal
orgenisation of ZANU) have met with police
harassment. On 24.4.78. a march by 300
black students from Salisbury University
into the town centre io demonstrate ag-
sinst the settlement was forcibly blocked
by police, 78 students were arrested,
{demonstrations are illegal under still
operating Rhodesian laws) and given sus-
pended prison sentences by the country's
only black magistiratel A virtually
total boycoit of classes by the 1000
black students ensued. A call by the
Muzorews appeinted Justice Minister, Hove,
for more rapid Africanisation of top ad-
ministrative posts in government prode
uped his immediate sacking by the Exec~
utive Council = with the knowledge, if
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not the collusion, of Muzorewe himself.
Muzorewa's UANC is still inside the sett-
lement., And the war sgainst the Zimbab-
wean people continues. Muzorews himselfl
blandly stated that Rhodegian raids ag-

- ainst guerilla bases in neighbouring

territories which in the past have caused
the deaths of hundreds of refugees, will
continue under the transitional govern—
ment {(D,T. 18.3.78).. The balance sheet
thus far shows clearly that Smith is very
much in control with his black partners

* willing accomplices in his plans for Zim-

babwe.

¥uzorewa is now on the horns of a dil-
emmea,UANC  supporters’demonstrations
outside his HZ demanding the re-instate-

ment of Hove or withdrawal from the sett-

lement dezl caught him on the hop with
their size and militancy. He i3 now
caught between two stools. Having un-
equivocally renounced guerrilla war and
the PF, he faces political isolation or
&z split in his perty and base. Although

Hove's demands, being essentially a ref-

lection of petit bourgeois aspirations,

were hardly an answer to the real problems
of the masseg of Zimbabwe, his sacking nd
the popular response to it highlight many

~ of the contradictions and frauds of the

demagogues of ithe interunal settlement

and the class nature of the national lib-
eration struggle. Muzorewa has been
courted and feted and materially favour-
ed by such maltinationals as Lonrho and
Alleghemy-Indlum, His znd other UANC
officials' many assurances regarding for-
eign interests in Zimbabwe have made him
poweriul friends in the international
bourgeoisie, Although his feathers are
ruffled, the RBishop is not yet a dead duck,

the way forward

The way forward now for the continuation
of the liberation struggle clearly lies
in an intensification of the srmed
struggle together with a conceried pol-
jtical mobilisation of the rural popul-
ztion and the organisation ofthe urban
warkers around clear exposureS of all
‘settlementt frauds and agente and con-
crete demands on living and working con-
ditions. The A=A proposals must be seen
and exposed as a more sophisticated ver-
iant of the internal settlement betrayal.

" The PP leadership heas consistently app-

roached Britain as the decolonising pow-
er in Rhodesia. The only decolonising
power is the popular power of the Zim-
babwean people, the power of struggle
through their own democratic organs
against all forms of oppression.

Ainsley Dentin




KENYA

This zriicle vwrnp firsi vublished in the

1w weh iz ue of the ASU hulletin, It is
reprinted with the. sermission of the
ruthor. : ’

.- On the last day of 1977, Ngugi Wa
Thiong'o - well known writer and play-
wright and author of Petals of Hlood -
was arrested at his home in Limuru in
Kenya. In the early morning raid, the

 police seized over a Imndred bocks from

 Ngugi's library, and drzgged him to
Kiambu Police Station. No grounds were
given for the arrest at the time.

It was not until Jan 6th, one week after
- Ngugi's arrest, that a detention order
was issued under the Detained and Restr-
icted persous Regulation of 1966 which
- explained that Ngugl was a "public sec~
urity risk".

The arrest of igugi marked yet another
attempt by the Kenyan government to
clamp down on all articulated opposition
to its pro-imperialist policies. Two
weeks previous to Ngugi's arrest, Oginga
Cdinga - founder of the banned Kenya
Peoples Union - was arrested folowing a
.speech he made on the question of land
distribution in Kenya: he pointed out
that the land reforms which have been
popularly demanded since colonial rule
have not been carried out. 0Odinga has
gince been released.

But Ngugi remains under detention without
trial, without access to lawyers, without
the right to visits, and faces continued
detention for at least six months when
his case comes 'under review' again. So
in fact his detention is indefinite.

Why arrest Ngugi? Why does the Kenyatta
regime consider him to be a "public sec-.
urity risk"? To answer these questions
we.must look at Ngugi's background.

an,

NGUGI WA THIONG'Q

Born in Limuru, Kenya ia 1938, Neugi
graduated at Makerere University (Ug~
anda) in 1967, While still a student
he edited a journal called ‘'Penpoint’,
The journcl encource-d contributicns
from the many whose confidence to write
and discuss had been suppressed by imp-
erialist ideolgy and colonial education,’
and wae a centre for debate and discussio
not only on literature, but on all asp-
ects of political and social lifeé in
Africa.

In 1964, while working for the Daily
Nation newspaper in Kenya, his first
novel Weep not Child was published, and
for this work he wes awarded the special
prize at the Festival of Negro Arts in
Dakar. The novel showed Ngugi's trem-
endous sensitivity to Kenya under col-
onialism writtem in a '‘contemplative _
and poetic prose style'. A theme emerg-
ed in this novel which was constantly
developed in later books: political and-
cultural conflicts between colonialism, -
the church, christianity, and the Afric-




I+ was while he was in Leeds that his
second novel The River Between was pub-
lished (1965). "A Grain of Wheat foll-

owed in 1967. It was in Leeds that he

begen to grapple with the whole question

of *cultural imperialism' and the iasues
raised by the then growing Black Fower
movemerit in the USA and Britain. The
writings of George Lamming, Chimua Ach-

ebe, Cypricn Ikwensi and certzin West Ind-
ian writers began to have a profound
influence on his ideas and writings.

Tn 1957 he returned toc Nairobi as a
Lecturer at the University College and
edited a journal called Zuka. While
there, he actively participated in the
debates of the emerging student movement,
and was in the forefront cf encouraging
expression -~ both artistic and political-
amongst atudents,  His first real clash
with the Kenyatta regime came in 1969:
the regime sent in armed police to =smash
up a student demonstration at the campus
which was called to protest against the
banning of a student meeting to which
Cginga Odinga had been invited. Ngugi
was in the forefront in protesting ag-
ainst this repression, and contimued,

together with other academics, to publicly
protest against the numerous occasions

on which police carried out repression of -

gtudent activities. On many issues

Ngugi was not afraid to make known his
views., He became well known for his .
ardent opposition to 'culturasl imperialism,

political pen

OUn his return to Kenya in 1972 after a
two-year stay in the US4, he again add-
‘ressed himself to the politics of Kenya-
this time not so muich on the colonial past
but much more on the relations between theé
colonial past and the neo-colonial pres-
ent.

"History is very important to any people.
How we look at our past is very import-
ant in determining how we look at and ev-
alugte the present. A distorted view of
a people's past can very easily distort
our views and evaluation of the present
as well as the evaluation of our present
potentials and future possibilities as a
people. Our history up to now has been
distorted by the cultural needs of imp-
erialism...It (history) is important
because we are still not yet free of
imperialist domination and exploitation.
The Kenyan people must know their hist-
ory in order to face up to the challenge
of 1mper1alism"

T
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His work began to grapple with the way
in which the struggles of workers and
peasants were directly in conflict with
the 'aunthorities'. The play which he
wrote together with Mugo Micere 'The
Trial of Dedan Kimathi began to address
itgelf to this question within the con-
text of the colomial period. The pub~
lication of his most recent novel
Petalsg of Blood - developed these quest-
lons further,

17 am more interested in their devel-

opment from the -stage of black cultur-.

2l nationalism to the stage of class
consciousness, From the stage when (a
character) sees oppression in terms of
culture alone, to the stage when he can
see oppression and exploitation as being
total, that is, as being economic, pol-
itical and cultural. From a stage where
he con see Africen societies zs different—
iated betweeen the peasantry and the work-
ers on the one hand, and imperialism and
its-allies on the other",

The book Petals of Bloed was launched 1n
July 1977, ironically by Mwai Kibake,
Mlnister of Finance in Kenya.

"In the novel I show imperialism as a-

 monster preeventing all our authentic
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" nationally.

Kenyan flowers from reaching out into the
light"®. '

This book is perhaps the most articulate
critique from the left yet writlen in.
Kenya about the nature of neo~colonialism
and the incumbent regime of Kenyatta, yet
written in the form of a fictitious novel.
The book has been mgely successful inter-
In Kenya alone it sold over

© 10,000 copies.

Ngugi has not been afraid to spell out
his criticisms openly: "I have no such:

- fears because I do believe that criticism

" to the masses.
"in English was itself a reflection of

of our social institutions and structur?s
is a very healthy thing..If writers dout
do this anywhere in the world, they

~would be failing in their duties".

But Ngugi has constantly fought with the
problems of making his works available
He felt that his writing

cultural imperialism. In both the Trial

 of Dedan Kimathi and in Petals of Blood,

he contimally uses African languages -

 in particular Swahili and Kikuyu and the

anti-British imperialism. songs of the
past as well as those about Mau Mau.

© n'think a people should express their

national aspirations and their national

" history in various natimnal languages

of Kenya...Our national languages are
international and national io the extent
that they are able to stress the aspir-

" ations of the vast majority of not only

the Kenyan people but also of peoples
all over the world".

In order to do so, Ngugi Wa Thiong'o
collaborated with Ngugi Wa Mirii in
writing and producing a play in Kikuyu
‘called Ngahika Ndenda (I will marry
when I want to) which was produced in
a ‘small town outside Nairobi called
Kamiritivw, They were determined to

. smash the "myth that Africans do not

" like to go to the theatre.

To an
extent — given the huge attendance and

participation - they were able to do this.

But this was too much for the regime:
immediately the play. was banned - and
shortly afierwards Ngugi wa Thiong'o

wag arrested. '

release Ngugi now!

Democratic rights in Kenya are extiremely

" limited, The right to strike, the right

the releage of Neugi Wa Thiogg'o.

to political expression, the right of
free speech, the right to form political
organisations are non-existent. The

- arrest of Ngugi consitutes a further

attack on already restricted democratic
rights. Students at Nairobi University

 attempted to call a boycott of lectures

in protest against Ngugi's arrest, and in
spite of distributing maumy leaflets,

. have been unable to take this initiative:

but this is because many of them live in
fear of the ferocious attacks by the pol-.
ice - something they too have often exp-
erienced. It is therefore crucial that
their inability to take initiatives is
compensated for by the development of

a mass campaign internationally to eff-

ect Ngugi's release.

we must at the same time defend all those
whose rights are attacked by the Kenya
govermment, Included in any campaign
muist be the call for the release of all
political prisoners in Kenya. ‘

But Ngugi's position is also special.

He has openly come out and showed himself
to be on the side of workers and poor
neasants, defending the struggles of Afr-
ican students, and against imperialism

and their allies in Kenya. He has risked

- much to place himself on the side of the
- oppressed.. How much are we prepared to

risk for his release?.

The African Students Union (UK )has already
expressed itssolidarity with t he campaign

_to release Ngugi, and in London has join-

ed forces with the Pan Africanist Ass-—

" ociation of Writers and Journalists (PWJ)

to mount a campaign in Britain demanding

It is urgent that whenever possible local
initiatives are taken to build this camp- -
aign. A petition is being circulated at
present which is available from ithe add-
ress below., Submit resolutions to. your
Society/ Union / Trade Union branch to
demand the immediate release of Ngugi:
send copies of these resoluiions to the
Defence Committee.

RELEASE NGUGI WA THIONG'O HOW!
Release all political prisoners!
F, H, (Kenyan student)

For further details and information:

Write to: Ngugi Defence Committee
c/o 28/29 Southampton St.,
London wC2 ‘
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NGUGT DEFENCE CAMPAIGN

The Hgugi Defence Committee recently org-
anised a public meeting in London to dem-
and the release of Hgugi Wa Thiong'o.

The meeting was a great success, attended
oy over 300 reonle. Below we print ext-—
~rote Tror. the ~neeches made. at the meet-—

Qo

Alex La Gumast...Cur campaign to free
Ngugi is an identification with the ideas
ne exsvessed, not only.for the people of
Kerya, but those ideas which all the -
people of Africa embraced and entertain-
and which all progressive humanity ent-
erining., Let me add that teugi Wa Thion-
g'c is not only a Kenyan, he belongs to
the world of literature and he will not
he freed only by the people of London,

by the students of the universities of
Eritain, but will be freed also by prog-
ressive mankind, by progressive writers
211 over the world. And I dare to pledge
to you that all those writers with whom
T have contact over two continents will
be drawn into the struggle to free Ngugil,
to free one of the giants of literature:
a giant has been imprisoned: we cannot
allow the Lilliputians to keep him pris-
oneri -

Horace Campbell:..."We hear of Delmonte,
Unilever, Unicn Carbide and all the
multi-nationals who have now been invit-
ed to participate in the process that
begen with colonialism, t® participate
in i{he process of rape - I dont think it
ig just a simple question of exploiting
labour: the conditions which Kenyan peas-
ants, the Kenyan small farmers and Kenyan
workers face is nothing but rape. And
what we have under the rape of the malti-
national corporations is that these SO-
called 'leaders’ in Kenya only find it
possible to reap a little through the
interstices of the systeMecsscssscsss
We are here today not to cry about
Ngugi, we are here today because we have
the opportunity to speak out gboui the
incarceration of Ngugi and to register
to the Kenyan government that we will con-
timie speaking out against not only Ngugi's
incarceration , but also the incarcer-
ation of all Kenya's progressive workers
and peasants (applause). And it is imp-
ortant that we re-inforce this because
while Ngugi is known, sc many gther
" people who are arrested in Kenya are not -
known. We have to register our voices
because we have the possibility to raise
- thep, In areas of Nairobi that sre pre-
gserved for the international bourgeoisie,

Plantation workers soriing coffee beans after the day's plekings

the working people are not even alloﬁed‘

10 g0...To make Nairobi safe and the

streets safe for tourisis, the unemployed
of Kenya..are not supposed to walk in
streets, or else they will be stopped by
the police. And it is this kind of drac-
onian arrest of the working pecple;

" arrests and anti-working class laws, to

which we are opposed".

Amooti Wa Irumba: .."In the play Ngugi
wrote with Micere Mugo - the Trial of
Dedan Kimathi — he said that writers of
Africa, and particularly himself, cannot
afford to stand on the fence. You have
got to choose: either to gide with the
imperialists, and therefore fight against
the megses of Africa, or to side withthe
people who are fighting against exploit-
ation. And Ngugi has opted for the side
of the masses — that is where he stands..
writers like Ngugi..and Wole Soyinka...

‘are arrested because these people are

increasingly pointing out the fact that
the masses, the peasants and the werking
class in their countries on the continent
of Africa are forced to live in wretch=
edness by the petit bourgeoisie in coll~.

sboration with the imperialists..." EH.
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Readers will be aware that approx—

imately one fifth of the students =t the
University of Dar és Salaam were expelled
after a ‘demonstration held on March 5

this year in protest at the upping of

the MPs' salaries and perks by about 1004,
We have printed below the text of a leaflet
which was distributed after the demonstrat-
dion and explains the thinking of the stud-
ents. We have added the text of & resolution
passed on the subject by Bradford Trades
Council. We womld urge all our readers to
propose similar resolutions to students '
unions, tredes union bodies etce.

- ¥erch 5, 1978
TO LLL CITIZENS -
- This morning, Sundey the 5th March, 1978,
we, the students of the University of Der
-es Salaam orgenised a demonstration from
the University to the city. The purpore of
the demonstration itself will be exvlained
- further down, but we would first like to
roint out that in this demonstration we
were confronted with ruthless and concenti—
rated police brutality. '

As soon ag we arrived at Manzese we met =
contingent of police who threw tear gos ot
~us and started to baton us indiscrimins¥®ely,
Our demonstration wag peaceful and none of

. us had a weapon of any sort. ‘e did not even
throw a stone, but the police attacked us

in the most brutal fashion. Many of us
including women were seriously injured as

a result of the police ruthlessness. Never—

This cartoon is taken from a

an hereage th salaries (s
only jusﬁ_fi&f_' by am (nerense
th . lcbor praducﬁv:fy

we have \nreased our
drinking-. .- ...

theless, we were not discouraged znd contine.
ucd vith our demonstration afier regrouping i
ourselves. Cur aim was to go to the offices
of the Government newspaper, Deily News,

on lMektamba street where we planned to read
out our memorsndum in front of reporters.
Instead, as soon as we arpived there we

were surrounded by the police amid intimid-—
ation and threats of more brutality.

Because our intentions were pesceful we sat
dovm in order to avoid any disturbance., Just
then, we saw police vehicles arriving st the
scene and starting to load the students intol
the vehicles., A large group of dur comrades -
is now, without any offence, under the pol- 3
ice custody. .

e condemn this police ruthlessness. e |
know that the order to round ug up Was
issued by high authority, =nd the ordinary
velicemrn was simply used as & club to
oppress his comrades, This incident has
mede it clesr to us that the state is an
instrument of oppression of the downtrod—
den of this country. '

Mow why did we demonstrate? We had

organised this demonsitration in order

to oppose the step taken by perliament

in its recent sitting in Pemba where the =
salaries and fringe benefits were increased

=substentially. Now they will be paid bigger

salaries, and in addition %o getting a

variety of other benefits, they will be

paid fat gratuities afier serving the
parliamentary term of office.

Tanwanian students? leaflet

L

'_.,Our_WHbrt'nj... .




This step has been taken at a time when

workers and peasants are in great suffering

and misery: their real income continues +to
decrease, the cost of commodities continues
to rise, various commodities are rot avail-
able, essential services continue to deter—
iorate, cholera continues to spread in the
country, and a host of other tribulations.

At a time when we ore facing 211 these Prob-—

lems, the honourable members of parliamant
=it down to increase their salaries and
fringe benefits! Why wouldn't they increase
the selary of the lowest paid? Why wouldn't

they reduce the price of essential commodit— -

ies vhich are needed by the citizens?

These are the questions which we ourselves
feiled to answer and that is why we decided
to orgenise a demonstration in order to
express our opinions hoping that they will
be listened to and reflected upon by those
concerneds. Bult our expectations were not
correct. Instead of being listened %o we
vere beaten up and arrested by the police

- in 2 country which bossts of the building
of Ujamasz} :

After today's incident, ‘we now think we
have an answer to our questions. Ve
believe that the action of the parliament
is in conformity with its obligation to
cur clasg ridden society. The parliament
is a state instrument whose function is

to enact laws which promote the interests
of the exploiters and which suppress the
interests of the workers and peasants, The
parliament is not an instrument of the
downtrodden , it is only a part of the
State whose major function is to suppress
the downtrodden. The police oo is an
instrument for oppressing the downtrodden
and for protecting the interests of the
exploiters. That is why it was necessary
to be beaten up when we ventured to raice
the guestions concerning the incomes of
the big-shote.

M A A I

Therefore, this is what we should know from
today: the interests of the workers and

- peasants can never be chamvioned by the

Parliament in this country, The job of
the parliamentarians is to champion their
own interests together with the inierests
of their fellow exploiters. The peasants
and workers have no choice but +to fight

themselves for their own interests,

1

e, the students, eernestly implore 211
the peasants and workers to . join us in

coppoging the setion taken by the parliament

2nd we thank the students of the ‘oter Ins-
titute, Ardhn Institute, verious workers,

“and all ecitizens who have come forvard to

Join hands with us in today's demonstration.

JORKERS, PEASANTS, PROGRESSIVE STUDINDS, AND
ALL CITIZENS WHO CPPCSE IXPLOTITATICH:UNITD

Tert of a resoiution passed by Brodford
Trades Council, Yorkshire, Ingland, lzrch.
"This Urades Council wishes to express its
solidarity with the 350 students Ffrom the
University of Dar .es Salaam, Tengrnia,
and related institutions, expelled from

the vniversity after = peaceful cemonstrat-
ion on Mdrch.il978. The demenstration

wes directed against salary rises of almost
100% for MPs, Government Hintsters, and
Party Officials. We assert the right of
workers, teachers, and students in every
country and every educational institution
to express their views on such metters.
without fear of intimidation and call on
the Chancellor of the University of Der

es Salaam, President Julius Nyerere, to
reingtate the expelled students forthwith,!
Addressed to: Tanzanian High Comrissioner,
London, ¥r Amon Nsekelaj Chancellor of .-
the University of Dar es Salasm, President
Julius Nyerere, State House, Dar es Salaams
Editor, Times Educational Supplement;
Ministry of Education, Der es Salaam,:

., 4nat is wWhy aur 41
solavies Were INrease="




THE NATIONAL

Ethiopia is unique in Africa in never hav-
ing been colonised by a Buropean power.
While colonialism was ploughing over the
multifarious modes of production in most
of Africa to form a Burmpean back garden,
Ethiopla pursued an auitonomous economic

* development more akin to claasic Buropean

feudalism. In an overwhelmingly agricult-
ural economy, these feudal productive rel-
ations were to remain numerically pred-

' ominant until the Derg's land reform.

The political hierarchy corresponded to
this social strueciure - a pyramid with its
topmost point in Addis Ababa, reaching
down through the local feudal lords to the
beagant mass., The absence of colonialiam
determined this political siructure as

well, and established the co-ordinates of

the national question which is at the root
of the present conflict.. In most of Afpri-

ca the tendency has been for tribal diff-

- govermments.

- do with it,

erences to be softened in the quest for
"national" unity against the colonial
oppressor. The model has been one of
amalgemation of the various ethnic group-
ings, .

Ethiopia, on the other hand, has seen
the assimilation of the myriad tribal
elites by the expansive Amharas. The
Christian religion and the Amharic lang-
uage have been the main centralising
ideologies, the cultural tribute which
all vassal lords had to pay. A4nd these
were imposed at the point of the sword,
culminating in the conquest of the Yoh-
amnes and Menelik, the two great nine-

teenth century Amhara emperors.

Ethiopia first

This imperial Ethiopian ideology has been
taken over wholesale by the post~1974
The main anti-imperial
slogan of February 1974 was "Ethiopia
Tikdem" - Ethiopia First! The social
origin of the military rulers has alot to
With the exception of Meng-
istu - the first non~Hamitic ruler -
they have the background one would exp-
ect of imperial servants,

NATIONAL QUESTIONS

Yore {to the point, the very character of
their "revolution" forces them to resort
to the same imperial ideology of national
mobilisation. The most accurate descrip-
tion of the Derg is Jacobin, Ethiopisa
differs from many neo-colonial countries
in never having mobilised the population
or any section of it in a struggle against
imperialism. Instead the Derg is a rad-

ical bourgeois regime undertaking the dem-
ocratic tgék of e%fropriation of theefgug-

al and semi-feudal landed class.

The Derg did not begin this process,

But tensions within the imperial regime
throughout the 1960s testify to the incap-
acity of the old hierarchy, still dominat-
ed by the warlords and ancien regime func-
tionaries, to carry out even the basic
measures of land reform. The immovabil-
ity of theold regime was rooted in the
chronie weakness and underdevelopment of
the bourgeoisie. For, although not col-
onised, Ethiopia still suffered from all
the distortions and underdevelopment
imposed by the world imperialist economy,

revolution

In that sense, Pebruary 1974 was a classic
bourgeois revolution. The Jacobin anzl-

0gy holds good to the extent that the

agents of this revolution - the military-
were - obliged to mobilise the population
ou the basis of national reconstruction,
And that necessarily meant the denial of

- national rights to groupings within the

Ethiopian state.

Yhere the anology breaks down is that

‘the weakness of the bourgeoisie and the

fragility of the state apparatus meant
thet the mass mobilisation took on a dif-
ferent character from the classic Europ-
ean bourgeois revolutions or the more

‘standard models of the third .world mil-
“itary regimes,

The upsurge which finally
did away with Haile Selassie was not ine
itiated by the military but by the action
of the masses themselves. Despite rep-
eated attempts to damp down that struggle
the Derg has nevertheless been forced to
accomodate to it by repeated shifts to
the 1efto .




This explains the umusual political
pluralism of Ethiopia. It is a strange
military dictatorship which tolerates
(however unwillingly) organisations
which call for a return to civilian mjle
and oppose the Derg's nationality pol-
icy.

Gf course, that freedom is closely circ-
umscribed. The Ethicpian Peoples Revol~
utionary Party has remained undergroung
and the Meison, the largest of the rem—- .
aining groups felt it politic to do 11ke—
wise last summer. But the problem foxr:
the Derg is that as long as it relies on

a phenomenal degreee of mass mobilisation ,

through the kebeles (urban committees)

and peasant committees, as well as the use
of the peasant armies to supplement con—
ventional forces, it has, to a certain'
extent, to accomodate to the political :
forces that represent the masses at that
level. .

There is no democracy, bourgecis or i =

proletarian, since leadership remains = .

with the military. The "Marxist-Lenin-
ist" groups must take their share of the
- blame for that., They range from the =
Seded (Mengistu's party) which hails the
Derg as a proletarian leadership, to ==~
groups like Meison, which characterise

the Derg as petit bourgeois. )

The 1abe1 is accurate enough, but the

crucial question is: which class 1nteres£s N'

does this petit bourgeois formation
serve? The suppression of democracy, the
refusal to rely on independent mass mob—
ilisation,the retention of the bourgeois
state.apparatug and the maintenance of
the economic status quo in the capitalist
sphere all point to the answer. So, most
- strikingly, does the Derg's policy in

the national question,

Eritrea

~

-4As in most such cases, you can_chodse
between twe versions of Eritrean hisﬁory,
depending on which side you suppert.

Crudely, the Eritrean nationalists argue
that their country was always independ-
ent from Ethiopia until the United Nations
voted for the federation of the two in
1950, The Ethiopians argue the reverse:
that it was only Italian colonialism.
which broke Eritrea away from its parent
state. Both are distortions.

New .badge, 15p plus 10p p&p,
from: Africa In Struggle,

328/9 Upper Street, London N1,
cheques/p.o., payable to °* A.I.3, .

Eritrea is composed of eight different
tribal and linguistic groupings, each of
which overlaps with another neighbouring
state: Ethiopia, Sudan or Djibouti. Sim-
ilarly there is a clear religious divis-
ion between the predominantly Muslim coas-
tal strip and the Christian highlands.

- Thére is nothing in its ethnic or Eeog—~

raphical make-up to suggest a nation.

:5Under the Axumite kingdom of the first
.'millenium AD Eritrea as a whole was part
- of what now is Ethiopia. The mountain

Tigrayans were to remain at the core of
the Abyssinian empire that succeeded it.
But the coastal strip became the subject
of a series of foreign invasions and prol-
onged occupations: Turkish, Egyptian and
Sudanese. The motive then as now was the
trading and strategic advantages of a

Red Sea port.

These succesaive occupations explain the
distinct religious and social evolution
of the coastal strip, though the area
regularly changed hands between Abyssin-
ian and succeSS1ve Arab invaders.

If you believe in ”significant historical
dates™, the present conflict dates from

-1869. That was the year of the opening

of the Suez Canal - which transformed
the strategic significance of the Horn -
followed by the establishment of the -
first Italian coaling station on the

Eritrean coast.

In 1872 a section of the coastal strip
was occupied by the Egyptians under
Khedive I=mail, while Britain took over
another aection in its fight against

the Sudansse Mahdists. The British off-
ered to hand the tegrritory over to Yoh~
annes, the Ethiopian emperor, in retumrn
for military aid against the Mahdi,

But after some strange dealings at court,
Yohannes’ rival Menelik allied with the
Italians, Yohannes conveniently died,

and Menelik came to the throne to hand .
Eritrea over to the Italians,
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" operations.

invasion

The Italians saw Eritrea as a base to
launch an attack on Ethiopia as a whole,
linking up with its Somali colony and
making the Horn an Italian protectorate.
Their first bid was in the 1890s when
they were roundly defeated at the Battle
of Adowa. The second, succesaful attempt
came in 1935,

The invasion plan was important for Brit-
rea's internal development, since it
necessitated the evolution of an infra—
structure capable of supporting military
Hence ‘the rapid town-build-
ing programme as well as the development
of more conventional colonial economic
forms such as mines and plantations,

.The British ocdupation of Eritrea in 1941

signalled further attacks on the living

-Standards of the Eritrean working class,

but also their first opportunity for
independent organisation. A trade union
federation was set up snd party nolitical
life flourished, though this was centred

- exclusively on the national question and

there was no independent working class
party. _ - '

BALE “HARARGHE/
PROVINCE

SIDAMO

KENYA

In 1952 the UN resolution for federation
with Ethiopia was implemented., Trade
unions were banned, along with all pol-

" itical parties except the pro~Ethiopian

Unionists, representing the upper stirata
of the bourgeoisie, US imperiaiism
quickly penetrated the area, both for

its strategic value and the fact that it.
was the only section of Ethiopia which
had undergone any substantial development.

| _*i0GADISHU

In 1960 the puppet Hritrean Parliament
voted to demote the local govermment to.
advisory status and in 1962 dissolved
itself to make way for annexation by

.‘Ethiopia.

Resistance to Fthionian sccupstion begen .
peacefully and wars based primsrily on

the workers movement. The turning point
came with the brutal repression ot an
economic general strike in 1958. In the
early 1960s the Eritrean Liberation Front -
at thet stage based mainly on the lowland
Muslims, began its military actions

against the occupying army.

The internationalisation of the conflict
in the Horn is nothing new. I'n the late
1960s US planes were used and rapalm used
against Eritrean villages and Cuban advis-
ers were brought in ic train the ELF,

factions

In the same period serious facticnal diff-
erences emerged in the ELF leading to

the formation of the Eritrean Popular
Liveration Front in 1970. From 1972

until February 1974 there was civil war

‘beiween the two, ending only with the

mass upsurge against Haile Selassie, in
which the Eritrean working class played
an important part.

The. present military situation overwhelm-
ingly favours the nationalists, with the
entire countryside and all important

towns except Asmara, Massawa and Assab
under their control. 4ll reports indic-
ate overwhelming support for Eritrean
independence among all sectors of the pop-
ulation. _ '

Woat is less clear is the situation of
the nationalist groups themselves.
Their relationship has been complicated

" by the formation of a small "third. force"

- confusingly known as the Eritrean Lib-

eration Front- Peoples Liberation Forces~
with strong Arab backing and by a number

of splits, mainly from the ELF.




~Sinece 1974 there have been a series of
unity negotiations between the two major
organisations. Each time unity was post-
poned, until last year it seemed that the
there was agreement for almost immediate
unification. 'Since then the EFLF has
pulled back, rejecting a nmumber of agreed
positions and arguing that for the moment
unity should not extend beyond Joint
military action.

The exact military and political balance
of focrces between the two is equally
impenetrable. Estimates range from rough
parity between the two organisations for
so.iers in the field to a strong prepond—
erance for the EPLF,

Current Westerm thinking, echoed by much
of the left, describes the EPLF as the .
Marxist wing of the Eritrean movement.,

In fact the programme of both organisation
is_nationalist. Nationalisations are only
envisaged in the context of the national
liberation struggle. The EPLF, for ex-—
ample, leaves the question of the exprop-
riation of both foreign and domestic
enterprises suitably vague. If anything
the ELF programme does not go as far in
Providing & role for domesiic cepitalism
in an indevendent Er*treu.

Our support for Eritrean national self-
determination has wnothing to do with
sterile debates about who controlled the
coastal strip under the Azumite regime!
The important point is that a national
political consciousness has been forged
creating a framework for the activity
of 211 classes. And, it appears, all
‘classes favour separation.

Mot only would the secession of Eritrea
weaken the Ethiopian bourgeois state; it
also provides ~n indispensable precondit-
ion for unity hetween the workerz and
reasants of both nations. Such unity has
to be based on the voluntary cooperation
of the organisations of the masses, not

the military imperatives of the capitalist
state.

Somalis

The case of the Ogaden Somalis is in var-
ious respects both simpler and more comp-
licated. Simpler because the Somalis
within Ethiopia constitute a clearly def-
inable group, ethnically identical to

the population of Somalia itself. More
complicated because it involves the expr
ansionist aspirations of another capltal-
ist state.

. enough to go to war over.
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There are something over a million Som~
alis in Ethippian territory. The largest
group, about half, is the Ogaden Somalis
proper. With the exception of a small
community of setilers around Jijiga, who
tend to be racially mixed, the population
is entirely nomadic. As far as it is
posgible to tell, this majority backs the
demand for seccession from Ethlopla and
integration into Somalia.

The Somali population of Ethiopia has

" been subject to extreme social diserim-

ination, The feeble attempts of the im-
haras to create an educated pro-sthiopian
elite have backfired, simply providing a
petit bourgeois cadre for the mationalist
organisation,the West Somali Liberation -
Front.

The Westerir press has speculated on zhe
economic motives behind the Derg's fan-
atical desire to hold on to the Ogaden.
But the area is arid and uncultivalle,
There are small mineral deposite around
Harar, Jijige and Diredawa, but hardly

_ There has
been further speculation that 6il is the
cause of the dispute. Yet twenty years
of prospecting by successive Western
0il companies has turned up with nothing.

The real reason for the conflict is simpl-
er: the nomads see the national struggle
as a way of winning basic political and
social rights; the Ethiopian and Somali
regimes see it as unavoidable if they are
to hold on to their politiczl power., On

.the Ethiopian side the territorial int-

egrity of the old imperial state is irr-
evocably broken. MNot only the Eritreans,
but the Tigres in ithe north and the Or-
omos in the south have won considerable
tracts away from the Derg. This makes

the retention of -the Ogaden all the more
‘vital.

Siad Barré

In Somalia, as President rohamed Siad
Barre readily admits, irredentism is the
key to maintaining popular support.
Somalia, the only ethnivally homogen—
eous unit in sub-Saharan Africa, was torn
apart by the colonialists., In 1965 the

~ former Italian and- British colonies were

reunited in present ‘day Somalia, but the
substantial Somali groups in Ethiopia
and northern Kenya remained serperate.

The idea of a "Greater Somalia" incorp-
orating all these groupings {as well as
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" the non-Somali territory of Ljibouii}

was briefly put forward by British for-
eign Secretary Ernest Bevin in the 1940s.
The imperialists quickly ditched the plan,
preferring to maitain stability through
the retention of colonial boundaries in
post-colonial Africa, but successive
Somalil dictatorships have gratefully lat-
ched onto the idea.

| For all the rhetoric about "scientific

‘socialism", Somalia remains high up in

the unenviable league of backward Muslim
states. ©Siad Barre's social reforms
have achieved precious little, the bulk
of the population remains nomadic, the
barbaric practice of clitoridectomy is
widespread, and there is a2 full Fuslinm

" menal code. Chest-beating promices of

2 "CGreater Somalia™ sre 211 that leenz
the Siad Barre regime in »owers

Obviously we cannot subscribe to these
absurd Somali nationalist pesturings.

Our support for self-determination for
the Ogaden Somalis is the same as for
Eritrean seccession., Without the rec-
ognition of that demccratic right there

"is. no chance of winning unity between the

oppressed masses of the entire Horn of
Africa. :

Derg.

' The Derg, probably under pressure from

its Soviet backers, now proposes a diff=-
erent solution, a "federation" of Eth~
iopia into a dozen antonomous regions.

_Before the expulsion of the Russians

from Somalia and the beginning of the
Ogaden war, the Soviet Union proposed
something similar, but extended its
Ygsocialist® federation to the entire
Horn with autonomy for Ogaden and Erit-
rea,

Clozked in pseudo-Leninist chatier about
the right to self-determination, this is
a last-ditch bid to preserve the unity
of the Ethiopian state. Without the

"right of each nation to determine its

own relation to the Ethiopian or Somali
state, self-determination becomes a sick
joke.

It is hardly surprising that the Brit-
rezns and Somalis don't think the Derg's
scheme worthy of consideration. As they
see it - and they're quite right - it
doesn't differ a jot from the imperial
"solution® to the national question,

In 1956 Haile Selassie made a speech at
Gabredare in the Ogaden which could just
as easily have come Mengistu: "We are
confident that they (the Somalis)..will
also remember that unity is sitrength,
even a3 the Eritreans recognised that
unity is strength (!) Not only *hey,

but the whole world will recognise thatl
we are united by race, colour, economics,
and that we 2ll drink from the same gres® -
river®,

QAU

The black African states, even the most
reactionary, are united in support of
"ierxist® Ethiopia. for the central
plank of the Organisation of Africar
Jnity is the recogniticn of the old col-
onial boundaries. Never mind that the
colonial boundary could easily be used

on the side of the Eritreans. What is

at stake is the principle which unites
the neo-colonial states: the retention of
bourgeois state power through the defence
of itas territorial boundaries. ot only
is the principle reactionary; it is plain-
ly iniquitous in a case like Somalia's
where colonialism has cut a single nai-
ionnlity into seporste porcels. The
phenomenon wre reverted in ~lmost every
African country.

The QAU policy also provides the rat-

ionale for the Ynited States' refusal to
intervene direcily in the conflict.
Nevertheleas it is an issue which has op- ‘
ened rifts within the Carter administr- |
ation. The "Africanisi" wing, led by

indrew Young, ~reues for the minimum of
direct imperialist ‘ntervention to #~llow

the Africrn client states to create their
own ecuilibridum. But "globsl strotegiste
like national recurity adviser Zbigniew:
Brzezinski are chafing -t the bit, argiing
thzt the Seoviet intervention in the Horn
demands retribution at the level of bil-
steral relations between the US and the
Soviet Uniomn, such as the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks.

Neither faction is yet prepared to count-
enance direct military intervention or
even an open supply of arms to Somalia
at this stage. Other imperialist states
are less reticent. West Germany is making
little secret of its championship of Som-
alia, which represents a potential toe-
hold for German imperialism after the co-
operation afforded by the Siad Barwre reg-
ime in the Mogadishu ‘anti-terrorist!'
operation last October. And massive
guantities of US arms are reaching Som-



alia through reactionary Arab states
like Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Iran.

The conflict has become a weird refract-
ion of the Middle East situation, with

states like Libya, South Yemen and Israel

lining up behind the Derg.  For the con-
servative frab regimes the idea is to

hold the Red Sea as an Arab shipping lane

and to counter Soviet military presence
in the Indian Ccean., Israeli realpol-
izik demands that it back Zthiopia to

counter this threat, while the pro-Soviet

. Arat states are obliged to fa3ll in with
thelr master's designs in this region,

2ut the most apparently baffling aspect
iz whether the rapid shift in alliances
2t the beginning of 1977 will hold fast.
In rapid succession Mengistu gained an
assurance of Soviet military backing and
cut ties with the imperialist powers,
while Siad Barre, who hac long received
Soviet backing, did the opposite.

But the US is certainly keeping its opt-
ions open. Part of its desire not to
escalate the conflict can be explained
by a2 wish not to risk a once and for all
break with Addis Ababa regime., In Feb-
- raary Brzezinski's deputy David Aaron
visited Addis with proposals for limit-
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vasis of the bureaucracy's rule in the
Soviet Union. Where such revolutions
have occurred - Chira, Vietnam «~ it has
been because the struggle itselfl has
ruled out any posaibility of any middle
road between imperialist victory and the
overthrow of capitalism. In such czses
revolution -~ albeit deformed and undem~
ocratic - has happened despite, not bec~
ause of, Scviet influence., The preferred
model would be Angola or Mozambique -
states which remain capizalist while
firmly within the Soviet sphere of infl-
uence. . '

This cynicism towards the class char-
acter of the state explains why it is
possible for the Soviet Union to support
brutal petit bourgeois regimes in Somal-
ia and Bthiopia, Indifference to the
struggle and interests of the masses in
those countries means alliances ¢an. be
shifted at will - yesterday's 'progress-
ive' becomes today's 'rezctionary'.

Cubans

- The Cuﬁan role is more complex, if only

‘becazuse the subjective motive for Cuban
intervention in Africa remains a dist-

ing the war. The apparent Somali decision
to pull its troops out of the Ogaden seems
to have been the result. But it is incon-
ceivable that the American delegation did-

orted proletarian internationalism.
Increased economic dependence on the
Soviet Union -~ heightened by disasters
like the failure of the 1970 sugar harv-

dt win something in return. The US prob-
ably hopes to exploit the contimued fears
about the spread of Soviet influence
among sections of the Derg.

Soviet Union

"~ The Soviet Union has similarly not given
up hope in Somalia. There is still a
Pro-Soviet faction within the afficer
corps and informed sources in Mogadishu
confirm the possibility, first rumoured
in the Western press, of a pro-Soviet
coup to get rid of Siad Barre,

These manouevres are only explicable if
we remember the principles behind Soviet
policy in Africa and the neo-colonial
world generally, 1t iz guided by the
need to extend Soviet influence: prim-
arily political and stirategic, secondar-
ily economic, ‘

Proletarian revolution would be one way
of doing this, but only at the expense
of a reversal of the international stat—
ue quo which would threaten the very:

eat -~ had its most obvious impact in the
abandomment of support for guerilia
struggle in Latin dmerica. But the last
couple of years have seen the exemplary
internationalism of Che Guevara's inter-
vention in the Congo (or military aid

to the Eritreans) perverted beyong rec-
ognition, as the Cubans have become no
more than shock troops of the Soviet
Union. _ : :

The war in the Horn casts important light
on the Cuban intervention in Angola.

Then the Cubans were universally welcom-
ed by the left - at least emotionally-

as the Angolan people's defenders against
imperialist military interference. The
Cuban role was progressive to the extent
that it represented a defence against

the South African army. But insofar as
it marked a defence of the interests of
the Soviet Union and the MPLA against

the possibility of proletarian revolution,

the Cuban role was coﬁnter—revolutiong;x.
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The Soviet and Cuban impact in the Horn
has been equally baleful. Apart from
their defence of a regime with a repress-
ive record which must be the envy of most
African states, they have succeeded in
driving the nationalist opposition mov-
ements into the hands of the imperialists
and reactionary Arab regimes.

The EPLF refusal to ally with the ELF
can probably be put down to its fear
that reactionary Arab backing for the
latter could lead to the EPLF's isolation

. and complete destruction in the future,

pro-Arab independent Eritrea., Certainly
Soviet support for the Derg has isolated
the left within the Eritrean movement
(which is not the same thing as the EPL¥)
and driven the nationalists as a whole
to greater dependence on Sudan.

Similarly iu the Ogaden, the failure

of the standard bearers of 'socialism!

to offer support or a political persp-
ective can only strengthen the reactionary
ideology of 'Greater Somalia'.

In the midst of this tragedy - for no
other word adequately describes the sit-
uation ~ it is left to the still tiny
forces of revolutionary socialism in
Africa to keep alive the principles of
proletarian internationalism.

RICHARD CARVER

conference

The March 1978 Aunnual General Conference
of the African Students Union (UK) mark-

€d the second amniversary of the mass
anti=mimperialist union of African stude
ents,

Of the many issues discuased at the Con~-
ference, three issues of importance are

taken up in this report. (fuller details
of the resclutions discussed and passed

are available by writing to the ASU Sec-
retary at the address given below)

Soviet & Cuban intervention
This-discussion arose out of a report
submitted by a majority in the outgoing
executive, This dacument advanced an
analysis of the African continent in the
last year which made the continent the

. battlefield for the struggles between

the'two Superpowers® - the USA and USSR. .
It denounces the Soviet Union as 'social

 imperialist' which it describes as the

most cunning, insidious and dangerous en-
emy of the African pecple'. The propon-

. ents of these argiments fervently den- .

ounce the support given by the Soviet
Union to reactionary regimes in Africa,
Yet ironically these same people have
been totally silent on the similar supp-

ort given by China to similarly reaction- _
Mobutu

ary regimes ~ for instance to the
regime in Zaire.

The proponents of the dicument came well
Prepared 1o the Conference; they circul-
ated 2 leaflet (4 pages long) in which
they attempted to express their reasons

for why the Soviet Union was the 'main
enemy', vhy it woe 'imperislist'. The
themes explored in the intter document
will be the subject of an rriicle to
appear in & future number of the journsl.

Two moior reasonz for this resnonse by
African students lie behind the virulent:
attock ngainst the Sovied Tmion —
itive and = négative TenSOn.
Positively, on the one hand, the response

is that only the peoples of Africa can

nos—

. 8olve their own problems themselves,

There can be no doubt at all that this is
a fundamentally correct position. The
toilers and oppressed of Africa can and
will find their own liberation through
their own struggles. They cannot eman-
cipate themselves without depending on
their own potentials and strengths.
Africa will be liberated by the oppress-

-ed of Africa for the appressed of Africa,

not by anyone else, Anyone who advances
any argument contrary to this position
can only do so on the basis of paternsi-
ism, which is so commonly experienced

by Africans from liberal white buurgeois
ideologues. :




There is also a basic disgust, and corr-
ectly so, for the manoeuvrings of the
-oonet Union in its relatlons with African
espots a2nd regimes. Such manoeuvres
derlve not from the interests of the opp—
ressed and their struggles in Africa, even
less so from the interests of the Soviet
-Working c¢lass: they derive.from the smec—
ific needs of the Soviet bureaucracy -
vhich long ago (following the demth of
Lenln)approprlated political power from
the hands of the Soviet worlers - in
-their diplomotic manoeuvres of detente
with imperizlism. And what is” the object
behind these manceuvres? -~ the defence cf
the policy of building 'sccialism in one
country' — 21l their policies and inter—
national relations are subservient to thl
need. The struggles of the ovppressed
throughout the world become secondary to
the utopian dream of huilding socialism
in the USSR, ond equrlly imporiant,
secondary to allowing the bureaucratic
ghiote leadership maintaining its noliticol
deminatien in the Soviet Union.

The behaviour of the Chinese leadéership
has not, however, been objectively (no’
matter. what rationalisations they may
give for their international relations)
that much different - and not only on
the African scene. Was not China one of
the first to recognise the military
Jjunta in Chile following the destruction
of the Allende government? But why,. we
st ask, do the proponents of the thes-
is of 'socizl imperialism' not also ecall
China 'social imperialist'? It is good
that they understand that China is noi
so - but they are inconaistent to say
the least! Yet when it comes to Cuba
they are content to call that 'social
imperialist' because of its close relat-
ionship with the USSR, :

One can only presume that their deafen-
ing silence on the role of China in Afr-
ica is because they have decided to adopt
the political posgitions of the Chinese
leadership. Their loyaliy to this work-
ers state is touching, but somewhat

romantic!

Hdeither China, nor US3R, nor Cubr. are
imperialist!
Lhoeraativt
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It is clear that the proponents of the
'social imperialist' thesis differ with
Lenin on the nature of imnerialism,
We refer readers $o the article by Brich:
Farl: 'Is the USSR an imperialist country?"
in AiS Vol.l Ho.2 for a detailed critisue
of the theris. Let us here make one point:
the African countries remain todey in . the.

-grip of imperirlism as they have for the

last hundred years? the lesson +o be
drawm since the 'independence! of these
couhtries is c¢learly that one cennot lego—
islate imperialism out of 2 country: one:
cannot simply demand that it goes. Surely
the lessons of the Chinese and Vietnamese
revolutions tell us something®...that
without & thoroughgoing socialist revolut—
1on imperiszlism remains 1o stay and dom-
inete the country. Yet, I will ask the
comrades ong ocuestion: how was it that
Bgypt, withoul ony mase mobilirstion or-
any socialist revolution, wes able tuo
yerrs ago to get rid of the US3R from
that countryes.e.likewise, =nd mere . recent-—
ly, Somalia..? If they ~re impericlist,
and moreover 'the most cunning, insidious

- and dengerous enemy of the African people!

ag well, presumobly the other imperialists
should be easier to get rid of?

The executive report, however, was only
accepted by the Conference by a small
majority, with 40% voting against. It

war felt thet the ASU should organise
seminars in which this discussion could
toke place further, It is hoped that such-
a ceminar will +$oke place, z2nd that it
will allow a broader debate to take place
than is likely in the conference to be
organized this year by IKV/EZI. The lotter
pPromise a conference that "will be firmly
in the hands of thoese organisations that
have a clear cut anti-imperialist, snti-
social imperialist and anti-heremonic

‘pogition",{Bulletin on the Conference on

Social Imperialism in Africa, Nol, larch
1978} s sin other words, only: those who
agree chould attend!

‘Women & the ASU

The conference agreed to the need for 'an

‘independent organisation of African women

and women of African descent'. The 'Org-
anisation of African YWomen and Yomen of
African Descent' (OWAAD) is now in the

procez~ of being formed by women in the

-

Build the African Students Union
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Union. This move marks an historical
step forward in the struggle of women
‘to fight their own oppression and to
fight against zll forms of sexism among
African students,

Of particular importance was the fact
that the women won the right to form an
- autonomous organisation of women, and
at the same time remaining part of the

" anti-imperialist unity of African stud-
ents. The subject of womens oppression
in Africa has been one that has only
rarely been taken up in a serious manner.
It is hoped that the formation of OWAAD
will open up new horizons in this arena
of struggle,

Soweto

3} The final point of major importance
wag the resolution unanimously approved
on the question of Soweto. We reprint
this resolution in full:

Resolution on_SOWeto

This Conference acknowledges the hist-
oric and heroic role of the students of
Soweto who went into struggle against
the racist state of South Africa in June

1976

With their own blood and their bare hands
they faced alone one of the most powerful
and ruthless regimes in the modern world.
By their action they put a stop to the
cruel deceit of 'detente’ in Southern
Africa, and opened up & new period of
struggle againgt the apartheid regime.

~June 1976 deserves £o go down in the histe
ory of Africa as a memorable date,

~ We pledge ourselves to ensure that the
Soweto students will never again have to
fight alone., We will do everything poss-
ible to guarantee that in their present
and future struggles they have hehind:
them the whole of Africa, and the support
of all those who oppose racism and 1mperb
1aliam around the world.

The African Students Union Conference
therefore appeals for a mass commemor-
ation of the second anniversery of Sow-
eto. in June this year. At a time when
British imperialism is frantically man-
oeuvring to prevent the destruction of
the white racist regime in Zimbabwe, it
is essentiazl that = demonstration of

mass support for the liberation ciraggle

in Southern Africa zhould tale nlace in

London.

Conference calls upon all orgenisations
concerned with the struggle in southern
Africa, all organisations of the student,
labour and socialist movementi, and all
groups opposed to racist and imperialist

" oppression to support this appeal.
It mandates the Executive of ASU to con-

vene a meeting of such organisations
supporting this appeal at the earliest
possible date, with a view to forming a
united mobilising committee, and ensuring
the broadest possible support for the
commemoration of the Soweto anniversary
and the cause of freedom in Scuthern

Africa,’

In spite of the rapid growth of the ASU,
there is still a need to contimue to
struggle to build a truly representative
union of anti-imperialist African stud-
ents.

we urge our readerz who are not already
members to join immediately. We urge
those who are already members to attempt
to build local branches of the Union,

As is apparent from the above discussions,
many different viewpoints amongst anti-
imperialist students exist - each have
the right to struggle for and voice their
views so long as they accept the basic
constitution of .the Union. You are not
bound to agree with the positions of any

" grouping within the Union -~ be it in a

majority or mimority. If you disagree
with the views or activities of the Union,
Join it to change them. If you agree -~
Join it to keep it smo!l

For more details write to:
African Students Union (UK)
1, Cambridge Terrace,
London N.W.1.
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PROGRAMME FOR SOUTH AFRICAN

REVOLUTION

The following article has been received
from comrade B. Msarwana of the Unity

~ Movement of South Africa. It takes up

a debate that began in AIS 'with a review
by J Hunt of the pamphlet '3oweto, June
1976: the Call to Arms' by V,K.Ntshona.
It was continued in a2 reply to this rev-
iew by 4. Sondlo and A. Benjamin and a
comment by the editors in Issue No.5

Because this reply contains certain mis-
understandings of the points which we
have made previously we have appended a
series of notes taking up the most import-
ant points of these. We are of the op-
inion however that to contimue the debate
in the ensgenti~1lly historictl termo
posed by cde Msarwana will not be very
fruitful. BRather, what is urgently re-
quired at the present moment is = debate
about the realities of the southern Afri-
can revolution at the preseni momentand
about perspectives for building iz,

For that reason we are closing the pres—
ent debate with these comments. We in-
vite all interested parties from whatever
tendency to submit material which we und-
ertake to publish, subject to restrict- .
ions in length, which deals with the pres-
ent situation and the prospects for the
gocialist revolution in that area.

The Unity Movement of South Africa and

the Legitimacy of the National Liber-
ation St le, by B. Msarwana.

The levity with which 'Africa in Struggle’
approaches serious political problems and
the manner of conducting the debaie bord-
ers on the dishonest. First, Mr. V.XK.
Scrape Nishona writes a pamhplet on Sow-
eto whose political contribution is nil,
Its purpose was:

a) to discredit all the 'traditional’
political organisations of South Africa,
including the Unity Movement whose member
he ¢laims to be, without any analysis of
the different programmes and policies of
each of these organisations.

b) to separate the youth with its various
organisations at home, and sow seeds of
antagonism between them and all the ‘trad-
itional' organisationas, He palms off the
pamphlet as a publicstion of the UMSA -
his home address as that of the movement.
The IMG assist in the distribution of
this dishonest pamphlet and the AIS hon-
ours it with & review as a publication

of the UMSA, thue compounding the fraud,
deaspite knowing that all the while

-. We must therefore conclude
the AISG with these articl?

Ntahona has been suspended from membership
on security grounds.

wWhen A. Sondlo and A. Benjamin took up

the cudgels in defence of the UMSA and
exposed Ntshona's polities and his fraud-
ulent claim to membership, the editorial
defended his political position and end-
orsed some of his accusations against the
Movement., But, like a bolt from the blue
they conclude their commentary with this
zetounding sistement:"If Ntshons is net
indeed = member of the UMSA then ve con-
sider that hig nublication cof this pamp-
hlet under the nome of the UM3L is highly
unprincivled...this answer is in no way
intended to alien ourselves with him, ncr
to defend his political practice". Thia-

“double talk is all the more reprehensible

considering that the members of the UMSA
in England had for months discussed with
the AIS group the positions of Ntshona, '
and that the documents suspending him

vere nccessible o the AISG, Even in

the latest issue it still persists in
glving the impreasion that V.K. Ntshona

was the victim of the UMSA bureaucracy

and of sectarianism,

mter\new

The latest issue of AIS contained a quest—
jon and answer interview with a "South
African Trotskyist who has been in the
black liberation struggle mince the early
19508", Significantly this Trotskyist

too gave a swipe at the Unity Movement.
what is strange is that in the early .~
19508 all the progressives, the socialiats
and Marxists in South Africa with one -
exception participated in one or other

of the two tendencies in the liberation -
movements, the African National: Congress
on the one hand and .on the other the org—
anisations affiliated to the UM. Bu =
none of these organisations now. opera
ing in Lusaka have any knowledge. of this
Trotskyist. The exeption was a smal
group which called itself the: 4th ] :
national, whose attitude wess & plasu
on both tendencies. [This grov
integrated. o

in defence of the UMSA drev:
editorial comments. But +thC
iting it were printed with?
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Indeed; piecing together these omissions
and the editorial comment on the article
by 4. Sondlo and A, Benjamin, it becomes .
abundantly clear that these critics of
the UMSA have a common denominator: a
refusal to accept the legitimacy of s
national struggle in South Africa.
They are not alone in this. The Commun-—
ist Party of South Africa took up the
same position in the 1930s when there
were serious discussion on whether it
was correct for revolutionary marxists
to help form a national liberation org-
anigation. Today the same question is

. being raised, particularly amongst those

. .in England and Europe. The approach -
takes many forms. Some argue that bec~

ause South Africa, like Euvope, is a P

highly developed industrial country and
therefore a bourgeois state, there is no
need for o nationzl liberatison strussle.
Gthers go so far as to argue seriously
that there is in fact no such thing as a -
peasaniry in South Africa., Thus more
- than seven million people are wiped out-
of existence because they do not fit into
the intellecturls? scheme of thines
To return to the editorial comment in
reply to the article by Sondle and Ben~
jamin. It opens with a quotation from
the Transitional Programme of the 4th
International 1938. On the basis of this
- AIS proceeds to suggest that the UMSA
‘might be classified as ‘Classical Social
. Democracy'; that there is nothing either
‘principled® or marxist about their use
of the term ‘minimum programme’: that it
uses the term {0 'hide the essential
sectarianism that guides its polities’.
Presumably this essential sectarianism
can ‘be amply demonstrated by the fact
that the UMSA has always claimed itself
to be a Natiomal Liberation movement ..
a non-Leninist tewm®,

confusion
"The confusion here stems from the non-
Marxist refusal to distinguish between
a national liberation movemnt and a
Marxist party. In the guwtation from the
Transitional Programme Trotsky was add-
ressing himself to the revolutionary
marxist parties of the world. The. very
first phrase makes this clear: 'It is
necessary to help the masses’. Who are
the masses? Surely not members of mar-
xist partiea?

Tt would appear from the editorial comme
ent that Lenin never used the term 'nat-
ional liberation movement® and that its
use it a vielaticn of Leninism. Time

without number Lenin wrote and spoke

of national struggles and national move-
ments with approval. He supporited the

right of oppressed nationalities tc self-
determination.” Is it the insertion of
the word 'liberation® in between 'nation-
al' and 'movement' that is so objection—
able and non-Leninist? What then were
these national movements (that Lenin app~
roved of) fighting for if not for polit-
ical liberation from the domination of
oppressoer nations? Lenin writes: *From
the socialist point of view it was un-
doubtedly a mistake to ignore ithe tasks
of national liberation in a2 situation
where national oppression existed' (in
‘The Naetional Liberation Movement in the
East'). We emphasise here that to den—
ounce the very exisience of, or even the
term ‘Natiomal Liberation Movement® in
conditions where national oppression ex-
ists is, to say the least, non-Leninist
and non-Marxist.

The Minimum Programme and the Maximum
Erogremme,

The editorial commentary declatress !
'eethere is nothing either *principled!
nor indeed anything marwist about their
use of the term 'minimum programme’.

It is behind the use of this term that
the UMSA and the two comrades slike

attempt to hide the essential sectar-

ianism that guides their polities'.

The mysierious treiskyist adds his piece
in the intervisw published in the same
issue: 7,.The lesdership of the UMSA in
exile says that there is a2 *maximum prog-
ramme® but that this 1s the exclusive
property of the leadership’. Trotsky
denounced the vrogremme of 'Classice]
Social Democracy'! which was divided into
iwo parts, the minisum and maxismum DPLOZ
remmes without any connecticn between
them. Therefore the words Mimmum Prog=
ranmme becoms 2 swear word and shisld 1o
cover up ‘essential sectarianism', '‘opp-
otunism® etc.

The UMSA is not & party. It is o Nat-
ional Liberation Movemni, a federation
of organisations at different levels of
political development., 1% was born under
specific pelitical, economic and social
conditions., It must be evaluated in this
context., It has a programme - the 10
Peint Programme which is & demand for
bourgecis democratic rights and a policy
of mon-cellaboration with the oppressor.

It sets itself the task of mobilising

the oppressed population, the African,
Coloured and Indian, the workers, peas-
anta and the petit bourgecisie on the bas~
is of & clearly emunciaied progvemme and
policy. HNon-collaboration in this con~
text meant the rejection of 211 inferior
political institutlons created for their
own oppression.. Under the given condit-




jons the programme that had a mass appeal
" to all the sections and classes amongst
the oppressed was a demand for democratic
rights which they all lacked., The petit
bourgeois could not fulfil his aspirat-
ions because as a2 black man or women he/
she lacks democratic rights. For the
same reason a peasant could not buy land
where he chose and in most cases could
not buy it at all even if he 'had the mon-
. ey to do so. The black working class

was discriminated against on the grounds
of colour because it lacked demonratic
rights, In fact, even normal trades union
demands: the right to form unions, equal
vy for erusl woriz, the right to zpprent—
iceship and to strike are, in the condit-
ions of South Africa, not merely economic
demands. "They are primarily politiecal
demands in the sense that they are dem-
ands for therecognition of the Black
workers as equal to the White workers

who alone have democratic rights. This
demand and struggle on this basis in

the conditions of GLouth Africa was and
still is a necessary and progressive

step until such times as the potent-
ialities of the national movements have
been exhausted. To appreciate the pol-
icy of the UMSA - non-collaboration-it

is necessary to know thai when the white
government threw the whole of the Afric~
an population out of the body politie, it
became necessary for it to create channels
of comminication between itself and the

- black masses., These were in the form of

Bungas (Native Councils) in the rural
areas and the Native Advisory Boards in
the urban locations.

quisling

The main task of these quisling bodies
-wag to transmit all oppressive laws and
regulaticns passed by the white parliam-
ent and the white city councils to the
masses in a palatable form with a view
to getting the masses to accept them

and at the same time to see to it that
they were obeyed. The policy of non-
collaboration was directed specifically
at destroying these and similar instit-
utions. It takes little imagination

to realise the potency of propaganda
that calls for the boycott of instit- _
utions that are the instrumentis of one's
own oppression.

The programme of the UMSA which is a
demand for full democratic rights was
. called a 'minimum programme'. Why?
. What does that mean?, jeeringly asks

- the editorial commentary in AIS. It
- 8imply means that all those organisations
. which ask frr anything less than full
. democratic rights are precluded from .
~affilistion to the UM. The term was

there is no connection between them.
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designed to exclude governmeni created C
political instituiions or organisations

and suchlike astooge bodies. If this con-
stitutes 'essential sectarianism' then

the UM smst plead gullty before these -

stern and irate judges. But it will

contimie to regard its political stand

as a principled one.

We turn now to the gquestion of the
'maximum programme’' and we quote from

AI8: ',.the leadership of the UMSA in
exile says that there is a 'Maximum
Programme' but that this is the exclus-
ive property of the leadership'. Furth-
er it goes on: 'In addition, it refuses

to build an independent revolutionary
organisation (read party) outside the
UMSA'. We have explained above that the
GMSA was founded as a federation of org-
anisations which were at different levels
of political development., Amongsti these
organisations were socialists and marxist
parties. It is taken for granted that
revolutionary marxist parties musthave,

in addition to a transitiomal programme,

& maximum programme. We have explained

~too that the reason for cailing the UMSA

nrogramme @ minimum nrosremme wos to fix-
the lower limits, that is to exclude . -
those who demanded less than full democ-~
ratic rights. But the upper limit was
deliberately left open in order %o allow
marxist parties to affiliate and partic-
ipate in the decision making conferences
of this national liberation movement. In
this way they could fulfil the demands

* flung at the UMSA by the editorial in -

the form of a guotation from Trotsky:
"It is necessary to help the masses in

" the process of the daily struggle to find

the bridge between the present demands
and the socialist programme of the rev-
olution. The bridge must include a syt-
em of transitional demands stemming from
todays conditions and from todays cons-
ciousness of wide layers of the working
class and unalterably leading to one
final conclusion: the conquest of power
by the proletariat’.

maximum programme

It i=2 not necessary 1o anawer hera the
guestion: where is the maximum programme
of the UMSA? Why does the UMSA refuse
to form an idependent marxist party?

The ridiculousness of asking such quest-
ions of a national movement it too pat-
ent 10 warrant an answer. What we must
however draw attention-to is a much more
serious accusation. The editorial comm-

. entary would have its readers believe

that the UMSA has two programmes, the
minisum and the maximum and that in the ;
fashion of classical social democracy ;
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This impression is gathered on & gossip
level from the Scrape Mtshonrs and rep-
eated by the mysterious Trotskyist., It
" does not even occur to AIS to investigate
whether this absurdity is true or not.
Or is it that theUMSA in stating its case
on this subject did not repeat the exact
words of Trotsky? They do not even note
ice that the UMSA's position has already
‘been made clear on ths point., In a pam-
"-phlet 'The Revolutionary Heoad for South
. Africa' issued by the UMSA (May 1969),
-in a section that discussed the dilemna
confronting the various socialist groups
in South Africa during the crisis created
. by the notorious Hertzog-Smats Bills, the
. UMSA states om pg B: '..the Communist:
Party of South Afydicsn, ever reformist in
outlook, conceivel the struggle as div-
ided mecnaizstlcklif into categories
and atages. The first siagé was for
equality between white and black, in
other words for bourgeois democracy.
When the oppressed become absorbed into
this gystem they would learn to organise
themselves for class struggle. In short,
‘theirs was a reformist policy of gradual-
ism which determined their strategy and
tacticsseo!
"That group which was later to constit-
" ute the leadership of the UM conceived
the struggle very differently...After a
thorough analysis of the objective sit-

-uation in South African society, economic,

‘political and social, this group came to
the conclusion that the problem of the
oppressed could not be solved within the
framework of the capitalist system., It
-would require nothing short of a revol-
utionary socialist overturn. Even the
bourgecis democratic demands for the opp-
ressed black masses could not be achieved
except underthe dictatorship of the prol-
etariat assisted by the peasantry‘.

SR

we reply ..

1. We published a review of Scrape

. Ntshona's pamphlet because we think it
necessary to discuss any and every cont-
‘ribution to discussion of the perspecti-
ives for the South African revelution.
Unlike comrade Maarwana, we discussed it
at that level. We repeat that to review
a. document does not imply editorial agr-
eement with its contents or with the pol-
itical practice of its author. It is the
right of the UMSA 10 exclude Ntshona from
“its mumber on 'security grounds'. It is
not their right to prevent his political
viewa being discussged.

A marxist group or party which holds a _
false political position must, in a cris-
is,; surely land four square on the side

of the bourgeosie. Ominous clouds of
crigis are fast building up in Southern

~Africa. Imperialism has already foreseen

this. It has certainly learnt its less~
ons from the mistakes in Angola where,
for various complex reasons, it moved too
late and too hesitantly., It is now mov-
ing in on Rhodesia and Ramibia, both of
which are buffer states of South. Afriea, -
I1 is mobilising its client black states
to crush the revolution. Imperialism
rarely makes a mistake in recognising
its 'friends' and 'potential =zllies’',
why does the Liberation Committee of the

- 04U still refuse to recognise the UMSA?

Is it an accident that large numbers of
SASO students on landing at the first
African country are presented with a
choice: either to join the ANC, sometimes
even PAC, or return to South Africa? g
The manoeuvres of imperizlism in Rhodes-—
ia and the massive international support
given to the Communist Party controlled .

. ANC of South Africa and to a lesser ext-
‘ent to PAC point clearly to the fact that

imperialism has already made up its mind
about what it is going to do in South _
Africa to divert and abort the revolution
in that citadel of imperialism. If the
editorial board of AIS is serious about
the revolution it cannot afford to perch
on a high pedestal and adopt the attit-

‘ude: a plague on all your houses.

R. Msarwana

2, Because we do not comment on any givs

-an article does not imply political agr-

eement with it. The comrades of the 4th
International are currently involved in

a thorough discussion of the whole hist-
ory.ef the movement in South Africa. We
shall publish our conclusions, which

will certainly make criticisms of all its
sections, as a contribution to an urg-
ently necessary debate. We hope that com-
rade Msarwana and as many others as poss-
ible will participate in an enterprise

whose only purpose is to equip us more

soundly to face the future.,



3, We do not 'wipe out of existence
more than seven million people in the
villages'. But we do know that the over-
whelming majority of these are dependent
Sor their nctual subsistonce on the urban
cconony (see eg & recent snelysis of
the Trenskei by Innes end C'Mearz in
Review of African Political Economy no.7)
Thus we conclude that the future South
African revolution will be centrally
based amongst the working class.

4. We are noti opposed to national lib-
eration movements, In fact the 4th Int-
ernational consistently makes defence of
their fight world wide a central part of
its programme and actions. Bat as marx-
ists whoe adhere to the theory of perman-
ent revolution, we are committed to the
conastruction of revolutionary parties of
the working class which alone can.ensure
the successful meeting of democratic dem—
ands in the era of laie capitalism. We
read above that the UMSA is similarly
totally opposed to the stagist theory

(at least from 1969).  Unfortunately the
minimum programme which it placed at the
centre of its propaganda for the previous
26 years precisely rests on such a con-
ception. ’ '

5. The comrades that '‘were later to con-
stitute the leadership of the UM...came
- to the conclusion that the problems of
the oppressed could not be solved within
the framework of the capitalist system'
But what did they do about it?

Excellent!

Unfortunately they devoted their entire
energies to building a national liberat-
ion movement on a programme of bourgeois
democratic demands and entirely neglected
to build a party which could forward this

‘solution to the'problems of the oppressed',

6. Revolutionary marxists in all situatl-
ions iake a position of non collaborat-
ion with the ruling class. For instance,
they absolutely oppose participation by
workers parties in bourgeois governments
(the 'popular front'}., But, unlike the
UMSA they distinguish between the
principle of non-collaboration and the
tactic of boycott. In certain circum—
ctrnces 1t is vmerfectly »ermissixle for
revolutionaries to use.campaigns for 7
election to state institutions as a means
of propagandising their politice (e.g.
the Bolshevik participation in ithe Duma,
1906~11)

7. e ore strongly opnored o the tind
of sectariamism contained in comrade
Msarwana's comments on ANC and FPAC. We
have as many criticisme of these organ-
isations as he does. But we do not think
that slandering them as effective agents
of imperialism is the means by which to
begin an urgent debate around the form—
ation of that united front of all oppon-
enta of the apartheid regime which is.
an essential for its destruction.

John Blair.
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