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At the beginning of the sixties, imperialisin managed to maintain its domination over Aftica. by stabilising

neocolonial regimes. The formal political independence did not in any way challenge the capitalist structures
of these regimes.

Today a new period has opened-up as a result of successful liberation struggles throughout the Third World.
The success of the Vietnamese revolution proves again that the forces of colonialism and imperialism are not :
invincible. The Vietnamese workers and peasants defeated first the French and then the American imperialists §8
in the face of the most formidable weapons of destruction at the disposal of their enemies. They acheived .
their victory after thlrty years of tenacious and bloody struggle.

The successful liberation struggles in Mozambique and Guinea— Bissau dealt the first blow to imperialist str-

ategy in Africa. The southern region of the continent remains the zone where decisive battles are taking
place. The fall of Porfuguese colonialism in this area and the unfolding of the socialist revolution in Angola
poses new problems for the whole imperialist world. .In Rhodesia Smith is fighting his last battle to preserve
white supremacy; in South Africa black workers and students continue their struggle; Zambia, Ethiopia,

- Nigeria and many other Africain countries are also facing intense political and economic crises. Vorster’s
‘detente’ is nothing but an imperialist manoeuvre to dissolve the liberation movemients and to strengthen
the South African state and the regimes of its neocolonial neighbours in preparation for the forthcoming
struggles.

Neocolonial Africa, tied to the imperialist' world economy has been hit by inflation and recession. Poverty,
starvation, mass unemployment and repression are the day to day realities in these countries. The nationalist
regimes, despite in some cases Socialist rhetoric, are unable and unwilling to break from capitalism. In ail
these countries, mass movements are emerging on to the political scene: witness the recent strikes and
political unrest in Angola® Nigeria, Ethiopia and Kenya. Yet, the African revolutionary vanguard is still
very weak. The revolutionary process in Africa has suffered not only from the objective barrier; centuries
of imperialist donination and the lack of a strong urban proletariat, but also from the degeneration of the
Third Communist Intefnational. Stalinist betrayals have meant that for a whole historic period the

Alrican revolutionary vanguard has not been able to intervene effectively in the African class struggle; it
has not been able to lead the mass movement in an anti-capitalisi direction, and it has not been able to
integrate itself within the traditions of the international working class movement.

The vital problem facing African revolutionary marxists is to formulate a programme for the emancipation
of the African workers and peasants on a national and continental scale. Only by developing and testing
revolutionary. theory and in the practise of constructing revolutionary parties can this be achieved. The
Fourth International and especially its African comrades are addressing themselves to this historical respo-
nsibility. In addition to solidarising with-and popularising African struggles in Britain the British dection of
the Fourth International { the International Marxist Group) is producing a thrice yearly publication

. “Africa in Stuggle’ devowcd to the problems of the African Revolution. Ideological clarity is essential in
the building of vanguard organisations. ‘Africa in Struggle’ will not content itself to be a mete spectator
or reporter of African events; it will atempt to provide analysis within the framework of revolutionary




marxism and aims to be a forum for all African socialist mititants for discussion, debate and clarification.

For us the three main issues which must be constantly kept to-the fore by African militants are,

1. Socialist revolution or revolution by stages?
2. The necessity of a Leninist vanguard party for the seizure of power.
3 Proletariait Internationalism or petit-bourgeois Pan- Afvicanism?
These issues are dealt with throughout the articles in the journal and in more detail in our article

entitled ‘Smash the Neocolonial State!".
The comrades producing ‘Africa in Struggle” hold regular discussion gmups on themes of the African

Revolution and are engaged in solidarity work in Britain today. Those wishing to participate in our
discussions and activities and those wishing to contribute to ‘Africa in Struggle’ should write to:

*AFRICA IN STRUGGLE’ {ed),
97, CALEDONIAN ROAD,
LONDON N1J.

NB Closing date for receipt of copy for inclusion in the next issue of “Africa in Struggle’ is
December st 1975, .
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. The Fourth International was created in 1938 after five years of preparatory work. Its founders had decided that the
catastrophic defeat of the German working class, embodied in the victory of Hitler, had demonstrated that the Third
Yinternational, created in 1919 in response to £ call from the new Soviet Russian republic, had irreversibly degenerated.
It was clear Lo the International Left Opposition - precursors of the Fourth International — that Stalin and

other leaders of the Third International had refused to face up to the enormity of the defeat, and instead had tried

to bureaucratically bluff their way through. ’ .
This assessment has been amply confirmed: time and time again, the stalinists have betrayed revolutionary strug-—-
gles. Spain — 1936/39 where they acted as the butchers of the left; France and [taly — 1944/45 where they

disarmed the partisans; Sudan, where after a mass upsurge they handed control over to Nimiery and Co., only to be
massacred for their pains — these are just a few examples. - '

Today, standing firmly within the traditions of Leninism, the Fourth International is engaged in building an inter-
national revolutionary socialist party, based upon democratic centralism It does this by building sections in indi-
vidual countries which unite to work out an international revolutionary strategy.

For International Revolution — against socialism'in one country. The Fourth International believes that because
the world is an ensemble of economic, political and social processes, it can only be understood in international

terms. Without this understanding, there cannot be successful revolution, the revolutionary process in any country

Fourth

cannot be effective unless it is seen as an aspect of an international process. For this reason, the international revolu-
tionary party which seeks to centralise the experience and understanding of all its sections is a vital instrument for
suceessful revolution. Since the modern world is an integrated economig, political and social entity, socialism cannot
be built in one country. Attempts to achieve this have lead to terrible deformations and compromises with imperial-
ism: :tis the *socialisiu in one country’strategy which is responsible for the ‘peaceful co-existence’, ‘detente’, etc.,
policies of the Russian and Chinese leaderships, and responsible for their anti-democratic internal regimes. Socialism
in ail countries will be built as part of a process of fighting for international revolution!

Unlike the so-called Marxist-Leninists, the Fourth International does not explain the cpportunism and repressive
nature of the Soviet Leadership in terms of personal degeneration (though this is present) but as a function of wrong
atlitudes to revolution, which in turn arises from this bureaucratic caste putting its own priveleged positions above
those of the world working class. . )

Permanent Revolution — against revolution by stages. The Fourth International sees capitalism as a social and
economic formation that is completely reactionary. It can stilt — at least in the advanced capitalist countries — falter-
ingly take the productive forces forward, but only at the expense of war, booms, slunps, crisis, and subjugation of
workers and oppressed people. This means that capitalist forces cannot play a progressive role, the idea that there
can be some progressive democratic (ie. non-socialist, and therefore capitalist) stage of revolution is false and utopian
On the contrary, the tasks which had historically been achieved by the revolutionary bourgeoisie, can today only be
dchieved as part of socialist revolution. This is strikingly confirmed in Africa where none of the new post-colonial
regimes has been able to develop the productive forces, unify the country, establish basic democratic rights, etc.
Only a socialist revolution could dchieve such ends, and therefore start the process of ending the misery of the mass
of people. .

For Working People’s Bemocracy -— against bureaucracy and elites. The Fourth International traces its origins to
a struggle in the Soviet Union which was inseperable {from a fight for workers’ democracy against bureaucratisalion
it believes that a successful struggle against bureaucralic anit-democratic trends in the workers’ and revolutionary
movement is a prerequisite for successful and completed revolution. Therefore the Fourth Inlernational stands for:
{1) Election and right of recall for all posts in the workers and working people’s movement, (2} The right to form
tendencies in these organisations, (3) The freedom of the trade unions from state conirol; (4) Mass invelvement
in decision taking at all levels; and defence of all othér democratic rights. '

For Total Liberation — agaisst all oppression/exploitation. The Fourth International does not limit itself to
purely economic demands: it fights all forms of opression/exploitation: racism, oppression of women, super-exploit-
ation of the peasantry, discrimination against  gays and other minority groups, K opposes the bureaucrals and sec-
tarians who refuse to. take up these struggles. This is because the Fourth International considers the liberation of




humanity to be a total process, and one based upon the self-activity of the masses. Without bringing the oppressed
millions into the struggle there will be no socialist revolution; and indeed the :mpenahsts recogmse thls in their use
of the ideological backwardness-on these questions to divide the working people

Against Popular Fronts — For Workers’ United Front: the basis for the unity of all the oppressed By popular
fronts we essentially mean blocs which seek to ‘unite’ antagonistic class forces. Historically, this hds always meant
a line of subordinating the working class to the bourgeoisie under the guise of ‘national unity’ — sadly we see many
examples of this in Africa.

To the popular front, we counter-pose the workers’ united front, by whn,h we mean the unity of all workers
organisations around an action programme to meet the immediate needs of the class siruggle. This in turn; acts
as the leadeadership and nucleus of the unity of all the oppressed..

This means that the Fourth International rejects totally the Maoist theory of the ‘bloc of four classes’. lronically
the Maoists themselves had to break with this policy in practice before they could make their revolution — the Chin-

ese bourgeoisie in essence lining up with the Chiang Kai Shek.

.For the Revolutionary Road to Power — against the illusions of the peaceful road. For the Fourth International
the option of the revolutionary road is not that of preference but of scientific analysis. It is a lesson of history that
the ruling classes do not give up without struggle, with the use of the state machinery — the army, etc. The apostles of
of the peaceful road leave the working class at the mercy of the exploiter and reinforce what is a basic pillar of bour-
geois power: its monopoly of violence. .

Against Reformism — for the Method of Transitional Demands. The Fourth International supports all the struggles
for demands which assist the working people, but holds that a struggle for reforms alone isinsufficient and self-
defeating. To purely reformist demands (ie. demands entirely within the framework of capitalism) we counterpose

a series of demands which, while taking the working class forward, develops and deepens its consciousness. Qur

Jmethod of the transitional programme flows from our understanding that revelution is not merely overthrowing the

oppressor, it is aiso & process of transforming-(by developing their political consciousness) the oppressed.

Defence of the Workers” States. Despite our criticisms of the leaderships of the so-called communist countries,
the Fourth International  stands for their unconditional defence against imperialism. We call these states “deformed’
or ‘degenerated” workers’ states. Workers’ states because,despite their lack of democracy, the property relations they
defend are of a socialist nature; deformed because they were born with defects — eg. lack of organs of workers’ power
degenerated because they once had these organs and lost them through bureaucratic degeneration.

This principled position has nothing to do with the Maoist theory of the ‘socialist imperialist’ nature of the Soviet
Union. This theory confuses the undoubtedly treachercus policies of the leadership of the Soviet Union. with the
state thay they lead. If applied to trade unions, they should be against trade unions because they have an opportunist
leadership! Despite their leaderships, destruction of the trade unions weould be a crushing blow against the working
class; so too would the destruction of the Soviet Unton be a crushing blow to the interests of world revolution. '

This policy of the Fourth International leads it to utterly condemn the line of the Soviet Union when it refused
+o defend Peopie’s China against US imperialism. In place of these devisive policies, we stand for a united front of
‘workers’ state against imperialism, and for national liberation. If such a front had existed and spoken out in clear
terms, the strangling of the Congo revolution (among many others) would not have taken place.

For National Liberation, for the Socialist Revolution. The Fourth International completely supports the struggle
for national liberation and against all forms of neo-colonialist exploitation. We strive, in all countries to  build sol-
darity in support of such struggles. Qur record on Algeria, Vietnam and other countries speaks for itself. iHowever
we ao nol see this as an end of the process, but more as part (a key part) of the process of total liberation. This
leads us to argue that each national liberation struggle should combine its anti-colonial tasks with a struggle for
socialist revolution

The most successful national liberation struggles have been those which have _conbined themselves with social -
revolution. To give just one example, the Vietnamese revolution has had such tenacity, staying power, etc., pre-

Acisely because it combined the struggles against French, Japanese, French again and then US imperialism  with land

reform and the abolition of the biggest exploiting class in Vietnam. It was this fact which meant that the Vietnamese

frevolutionaries could count on the heroic and unstinting support of the working masses. of the countryside and town

The application of this in Africa is all too clear. We believe that the success of the struggles of the people of
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau and the present struggles in Angola have elements in common (although not identical)
with that of the Vietnamese. Unfortunately, there are far too many examples of attempts to wage ‘pure’ military
or national struggles with the effect that the masses could not be won for the revolutionary process in a full manner.

In this short article we have tried to highlight aspects of the policies of the Fourth International and how they
relate to Africa. We would add that the policies of the Fourth International are not abstract nor do they limit themse
themselves to the writing of articles: we take our politics seriously -- as is shown by the hundreds of Trotskyist vic-
tims of the class war.

During the Algerian war, the Fourth International was the only tendency on an international scale which sericusly
assisted the struggle of the FLN. This fact was recognised by the OAS, the Red Hand and imperialist governments
— the former in their endeavours to assassinate our comrades; the iatter when they arrested our comrades, including
the then secretary of the Fourth International Michel Raptis. We are proud of this modest (due to seize) contribu-
tion to Algerian struggles — but only in the sense that the many new forces which have joined the Fourth .
International since the Algerian war will emulate that contribution.

wksk

Today solidarity with the Angolan revolution is a key task for revoluiionaries. Unlike petit-bourgeois intellectuals
who fear to dirty themselves by taking sides, we solidarise with the MPLA despite our criticisms of its conduct of
the struggle. Ina confused and distorted manner it reflects the class struggle in the Angolan civil war by its relation
with the new and militant industrial Working class. On the contrary, the FNLA and UNITA reflect the interests of
various imperialist forces. As on Algeria we shall give a good account of ourselves on Angota.

Peter Peterson




Angola represents an important prize for either the
African revolution or neo-colonial reaction. The
Angola economy is tied teo its neighbouring countries,
while its ethnic groups spill over the various borders.
Its strategic position and economic potential make it
vital to the interests of imperialism.

The events taking place in Angola today are causing
tremors of alarm throughout the neo-celonial world
of southern Africa. The neo-colonial world fears the
effect of the development of the Angolan revolution
on the stability of their own regimes; each has played
its part in attempting to contain the erruption within
the framnework of the neo-colonial solution, or to direct
intervention to impose such a solution. The Republic
of South Africa also understands the dangers inherent
in the Angolan situation which threatens the viability
of its policy of “detente’ and which is causing rumblings
among the black working masses within the Republic.
The multi-national corporations have a direct interest
in ensuring that they will be able to continue to extract
the wealth of Angola. The ‘loss” of Angola would upset
the total balunce of forces in southern Africa, which
today allows inzperialism to continue 1ts exploitation
of the region. v

To this end, imperialist strategy has consistently been
to try to limit the impact of decolonisation of the Port-
uguese colonies and thwart the dynamic of the popular

" mobilisations that have errupted out of the process; the

aim has been to ensure a smooth transition of economic
and political power to those forces integrated and based
around South Africa.
Spinola’s ‘decclonisation’ project had set out to do pre-
cisely that: it was hoped to achieve the transition by
giving exclusive recognition to the rightist nationalist
forces led by the National Front for the Liberation of
Angols (FNLA) and the National Union for the Ttal
independence of Angola (UNITA) to form a ceoalition
government with representatives of the celonial bour-
geoisie and of the Lisbon government. The secret

«colonial authority! e S

>

talk at Cape Verde last year were part of this project
to shunt aside the Popular Movement for the Libera-
tion of Angola {MPLA).
But by remaining intransigent on the principle of
independence (and thus maintaining its base among
the urban masses), and aided by the evenis in Portugal
— the ousting of 8pinola — the MPLA was able to frust-
rate the plan. Above all else, the erruption of the Angolan
working muasses onto the political arena with workers’
strikes and broad mobilisations in the urban centres,
forced the Portuguese bourgeoisie to recognise the right
of the Angolan people to independence. '
The imperialist strategy thus partially frustrated,
we saw 1 spectacular reconciliation of the three move-
ments at Mombasa (Kenya) and an ‘acceleration’ of
the decolonisation process; the Alvor accords were
agreed, establishing the grounds for a quadripartiie
‘trapsitional’ government involving MPLA, FNLA,
UNITA, and the Lisbon government. Fssentially this
marked an attempt to defuse the revolutionary dyn-
amic of the independence struggles by incorporating the
the MPLA into the neo-colonial process of the Trarns-
itional Government. The central task of the transitionai
government was to prepare the neo-colonial juridico-
political framework to guarantee that the transition to
power would take place witheut any anti-capitalist
mobilisation of any scope; the first measures taken
by. this government — banning of Popular assemblies,
militarisation of ports etc. — clearly showed this {o
be so.

amendments

However the widespread outbreaks of armed clashes,
in which the popular militias (supporters of MPLA)
mobilised to defend themselves against attacks [Tom
FNLA and from the white racist colous threatened to
upset this ‘peaceful’ transition plan and necessitated
the ‘amending’ of the Accords, ie. to provide powers to
implement them. African diplomacy was again mobil-
ised to act as intermidiary, and a conference held at
Nakuru (Kenya) between the three movements agreed
to create an Angolan national army, disarm the civilians,
and hold a census with 2 view to holding elections for
a constituent assembly in October 1975. The plan to
disarm the masses corresponded to FNLA and UNITA’s
desire to deal a death-blow to all the self-organised
structures of the workers. That MPLA signed such a
document clearly demonstrated the opportunist nature

“of its leadership — being prepared to cling to power at’

any cost.

But in.spite of any ‘wish’ to disarm the masses, the
plan proved to be ineffectual — the masses refused to
give up their arms even in the face of pleas from the-
MPLA leadership. On the contrary, the launching of
atwacks on MPLA militants and selective workers” mob-
ilisations (aimed at demoralising the masses) by the
FNLA and UNITA met with widespread response from
the workers who effectively drove both these forces out
of Luanda, and brought the fragile structures of the
transitional government crashing down, leaving the
MPLA as the only remaining member of the govern-
ment. wrrespouse to a huge demonstration calling for
a ‘peoples’ government’ following this victory, ine
MPLA nationalised the banks in Luanda, only to mect
with an announcement fromLisbon re-asserting direct




Since then, the ‘masks’ have begun to fall, each

force defining its position more clearly: at Lobito,a
united front of FNLA and UNITA attempted, unsuc-
cessfully, to rout the forces of the MPLA (it is worth
noting that this ‘unification’ occured at Lobito, the
port through which 50 per cent of Zambia’s copper
is exporied, and also provides southern Zaire with a
route to the sea; the closure of this port throws a verit-
able spanner into the imperialist strategy for southern
Africa — (see page W) At the same time South African
troops entered the Cunere basin region in the south

— site of the hydro-electric project, and have now ad-
vanced to form a ‘united front” with UNITA against

the MPLA. In the north, the FNLA are again advan-
cing on Luanda having received reinforcements from
Mobutu of Zaire, and having recruited large numbers of
the reactionary white colons stilt remaining in Angola.
(UNITA, traditionally always popular amongst the
white colons, has also benefited from the recruitment
of these elements unwilling to leave their possessions and
and priveleged life.)

It is therefore clear that the class forces are nowbe-

ginning to polarise in the civil war; on the one hand,
the highly combative workers attempting to wage an
anti-capitalist struggle under the sometimes inadequate
leadership of the MPLA; and on the other, an ever grow-
ing monster consisting of reaction in various guises con-
verging to cusure the survival of capitalism and oppression

role of the
troops

One of the characteristics of the present unfolding
Portuguese revolution has been the rifts caused in the
armed forces and the break up of its command struc-
tures. The troops in Angola have not been unaffected
by this, and the last few months have seen a spate of
demonstraticns both in Angola and in Portugal of vary-
ing natures, but all testifying to this division and break-

up: in Angola, there have been demonstrations by sold-
iers demanding repatriation from an imperialist war
that has, understandably, demoralised them and in which
they have no wish fo participate; at the same time,
there have also been demonstrations in solidarity with
the MPLA and coupled with this, similar demonstsations
have occured recently in Portugal — troops refusing to be
be sent out to Angola and solidarising with the MPLA.
No-one would deny that the Portuguese troops re-
main in essence an imperialist army, and any role they
play as an army, while not being capable often of effec-
tively carrying out imperialism’s intentions for Angola,
remains necessarily counter-revolutionary. This can
be demonstrated if one examines their role in ‘super-
vising’ the exodus of FNLA and UNITA from Luanda,
their ‘escorting’ of the colons from the country, and
the protection of UNITA and the white colons around
Nova Lisboa. It is clear, therefore, that these troops
tuist be removed immediately. But we would say io
those advanced elements in the army: desert and join
the MPLA! And to the ‘left’ demogogy emenating from
populist mouths in Portugal: if you support the MPLA
— piove it — withdraw your troops! Hand over your
weapons and power to the MPLA! "S8anction tire decision
of your militants to join the MPLA! It is with such.

demands concemlng e troops that it is possible to ad-
vance revolution in. Angola.

: ; .- . :
workers mo-blllzq’nons-

Following the coup in Portugal (25 April, 1974),
the “liberalisation’ in Angola was a signal for a workers’
offensive: the combativity of the Angolan proletariat

— long contained by colonial repression — exploded
in many local strikes that clearly attested to the warkers’
degire to expel the fascist emptoyers and put an end
to capitalist super-exploitation. But the first significant
victory of the Angolan proletariat over the stalling of.
the Portuguese government came with the near spon-
taneous response of the masses to the racist crimes com .
mitted by colonial reaction. The balance of forces bet-
ween the labouring masses and the ruling class in the Y
urban centres was suddenly transformed, enabling tens |
of thousands of workers to go through the experience
of mobilisation and struggles. Through these mebilisa-
tions the workers gradually became familiar with forms
of organisation and struggle wholly new to them, and -
these experiences of self-organisation manifested them-
selves through the formation of rank and file committees
in the neighbourhoods and factories. .

The transitional government’s attempts to militarise
factories ‘falling into chaos and anarchy’ met with a
broad response from the workers in a demonstration
of several thousands refusing ‘to be treated as objects
instruments of enrichment in a process of exploitation
that remains unchanged

Through these experiences, and under the impetus

- of MPLA (tactically supporting these mobilisations) a
trade-union movement took shape that will be an im-
portant factor in the future developments of the rela-
tionship of forces. Thus on 22 May 1975, a demonstra-
tion organised by U.N.T.A. (National Union of Angolan
Workers), attended by hundreds of thousands of workers
took place in sohdduty with the MPLA, denouncing
the reaction role of the FNLA. -

The central question of the workers seizing power as
a reslut of the present struggles has now been posed by
the beginning of the emergence of a situation of dual-
power — with the attempts to co-ordinate the rank and
file committees for ‘people’s power’. But the mere

reference to people’s power with a relative imprecise
class content is not sufficient to trace out the road to
the seizure of power by the labouring masses. '

Abhas-Gamma

Kmshash a - Mario Soares with Holden Roberto (F NLA),.
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2 2 Novemoe : Chipenda (then in MPLA and now in FNLA)

Savimbi (UNITA) and

‘reaction

The reaction of the FNLA to the radicalisation of
the urban proletariat was to launch a military offensive
agamst both.the workers’ self-organisations and the




MPLA militants. lts role as the pawn of imperialism
has been obvious in the aid it has recieved from Zaire
(the bastion of capitalist investment in centsal Africa)
and the relations it has established with the imperialist
_International Confederation 6f Free (sic} Trade Unions.
Based upon the Bakongo ethnic group in the north, and
fundamentally rightist and regionalist, this movement

has recruited a genuine border army among the Angolan

emigres in Zaire, and now coccupies northern Angola.
[t has asserted itself as the motor force of repression
dealing successive blows against popular mobilisatiors
to inflict significant deieats on the labouring masses.
before independence. Far from reducing the workers’
combativity, however, they permitted the strengthening
of mobilisations and vigilance....a factor that lead to the
eventual ousting of the FNLA and UNITA from Luanda.
Both these movements are now concentrating their
energies on lrying to defeat the MPLA, a task for which
they can be assured unfailing support from the inter-
national bourgeoisie.

But for the international workers’ movement, there
is no aliernative today but to support the Angolan revol-
ution — which, in spite of its failings, means solidarity
with the MPLA!

ambiguous mpla

In the face of the radicalisation of the labouring masses, '

the response of the MPLA has been ambiguous and in-
sufficient to trace out the road to real independence. It

- has essentially failed to grasp the importance of the
emergence of a proletarian social force in the heart of
the imperialist industrial apparatus, resulting in its inab-
ility to put forward responses in class terms or to go
beyond its original multi-classist positions. Thus, for
Augustino Neto, president of MPLA, ‘people’s pow—:r
means the power of “all social layers of society’, while
the central function of independence is to make ‘all
social layers of society share power’. These frontist
illustons are at the very heart of the political limitations
of the MPLA,

A heterogeneous movement founded on the basis of
the urban peity-bourgeoisie, the MPLA inherited the
frontist and gradualist iltusions characteristic of petty-
bourgeois nationalism, illusions that were further rein-
forced by the Stalinist conceptions of the Angolan
Communist nucleus. Nevertheless, its desire to put
an ‘erid to exploitation of man'by man’ and to establish
a ‘democratic and popular regime’ had a very precise
class content in the urban centres: an end to capitalist
exploitation, and the power of workers and poor peas-
ants! lts frontist illusions have continually left it torn
between collaboration with FNLA and UNITA at the
top, and participation in the rank and file committees -

at the base where the dynamic of the struggles, sharpens -

the contradictions in the MPLA — tending io increase
the leadership’s 1ndependence from the rank and file
militants. '

alternative

The most radicalised elements of the urban profetanat
are assernbled primarily in the rank and file committees

of the MPLA and in UN.T.A. and because of the position

. they occupy in the process of capitalist exploitation,
this vanguard is the spearhead of the entire revolutionary
process today. But these committees are locked in
gradualist Maoist formulations and in tail-ending the
MPLA leadership. Their political response is insufficient
to lead to real independence permitting their total em-

'H******************_*****************************

aucipation with the end to capitalist xule - the central
question being posed by thousands of workers in rhezr
on-going struggles today.

There are already elements in the MPLA aware of
the stakes, who define themselves around a class struggle
position, fighting for the emergence of an overall anti-
capitalist alternative. Against the ambiguous response
of the MPLA, they are developing propaganda for self-
organisation and self-defence, popularising and giving
militant support to the exemplary workers’ strikes,
denouncing the imperialist grip on the Angolan econony
linking the struggle for independence to the struggle
for social transformation and socialist revolution. .

The evolution of the potitical Situation in Angola will
condition the future relationship of forces in southern
Africa. A favourable outcome is vital for the success
of all the other struggles taking place in southern Africa
today, and for a united socialist Africa! 1t is therefore
vital to launch an international solidarity movement
that can be an important factor for the evolution of
the balance of forces in Angola. Nowmore than ever
must come a resounding cry from the international
workers’ movement: '
SOLIDARITY WITH THE MPLA!

NO THE IMPERIALIST AND PRO [MPERIALIST

_ INTERVENTION!

PORTUGUESE TROOPS OUT! POWER TO THE
MPLA! '
SOUTH AFRICAN AND ZAIROIS TROOPS OUT!

solidarity with the
MPLA!

Tne Angola Solidarity Commitiee was
launched on Friday 8 August 1975
with the aim of spreading information
and organising support for the MPLA
{Popular Movement for the Liberation
of Angola); Angola’s only legitimate
liheration movement.

Tie ASC is supported by the Inter-
national Marxist Group, the Intern-
ational Socialists, tne Young Com-
munist League and Gomnumst
Party members. et &4

Affiliation to tne committee {inc.
subscription to the bulletins) costs
£1 for b months. Copies of the pa-
mphiet;10p, information and spea-
kers are available from,;

Angola Solidarity Committee

c/o Tony Gifford,

6, Bowden Street,

London SE 11,

Angola Solidarity
Committee

*
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Crisis

The most spectacular and clearly noticeable
effects of the world wide economic recession
of the capitalist economies are to be seen in
the highly industrialised countries. Here whole in
industries close down, huge plants lay off their
entire work force, entire areas of the country
vecome backwaters of economic depression.
But if the recession’s most dramatically visible
effects are clearest in such areas it is not neces-
sarily the case that its effects here are as statis-
tically disastrous or as ultimately debilitating
~as imperialism’s least developed client states.

In this respect tne experience of Zambia over the
past year is a microcosmic example of the fate of the
entire néo-colonialist world — and particularly those
- sections which have a high degree of integration into
and dependence upon the world economy. When the
central economic activity in the money sector is the
production of a single commodity which is exported
into a volatile world market, the fate of thie entire
economy can depend absolutely directly on the state
of the world economy as a whole. What is the nature
of Zambia’s dependence on copper?

(1) In 1974, 93 per cent of exports by value were
of copper (note that this proportion remains exactly
the same as that at the time of independence in  1964).

(2) 1n 1974 34 per cent of govemment revenue der-
ived from direct “mineral revenue’ — ie. taxes on copper
based on the selling price and profits accruing to the
government through its ownership of 51 per cent of the
shares of the copper producing conpanies. A further 33
per cent came from income tax. The average wage on
the mines is nearly double that in the economy as a
whole. It is safe to say therefore that government rev-
enue direct from the mining sector was 45 per cent of
the total.

(3) In 1974 34 per cent of Gross Domestlc, Product
was produced by the copper mines.

These figures clearly illuminate the kind of economy
which colonialism bequeathed to Zambia and which has
remained basically unchanged since 1964. On one side
there exists a highly mechanised highly productive
mining sector where the level of capitalisation, of tech-
nique etc. is equal to that of similar industry anywhere
in the world. Almost all other investment in the ‘mod-
ern sector’ of the economy is ancillary to this ie. it
supplies either equipment for use in the mines or goods
and services which are consumed by the mining popula-

tion. On the other hand stands the subsistence agricultural

sector which embraces the great mass of the population
who enter the money economy only marginally. Occa-
sionally they are able to produce saleable products which
.can provide cash for certain basic needs. But overall .
with an-average income of £37.50 per annum they are-
of necessity almaost iotally outside the cash economy .’

It can readily be seen that the effects of a slump in
the price of copper on the world market canthave immed-

neo-colonialist

. wage rises

fately disatrous effects for the Zambian economy. Such
a slump of a sharper and more prolonged character than
ever before is currently being experienced:

Average price of copper on London Metal Fxchange:
January-- August 1974: 1538 Kwacha per ton
January—August 1975: 813 Kwacha per ton
Total balance of payments
surplus first five months
of 1974:

Total balance of pavments
deficit first five months
of 1975:

296 million Kwacha

70 million Kwacha

Anyone following present trands in the capitalist
economy world wide will recognise that these tendencies
are unlikely to be reversed in the near future and that
Zambia will be therefore certainly suffer from an accelera-
tion of all the trends which are now begmnmg to be
manifested.

The second factor contributory to Zambia’s economic
problems, once apain essentially imported from the econ-
omies of the imperialist metropoles, is the inflation of
prices of goods and services. Unfortunately government
statistical services are, perhaps deliberately, always near-

"ly six months behind in producing figures on prices. But

the latest to hand show a rise of 3.3 pér cent over the first

two months of 1975 in the low income consumer price

index. ‘This equals an annual rate of 20 per cent. While

this is not as high as ia many parts of the industrialised

capitalist world, it spells for the average Zambian worker .

a disastrous drop in living standards. By law negotiated
are limited to 5 per cent per annum. The D
trades unionmovement is totally integrated into the - '
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state machinery. Intra bureaucratic mobility is illustrated
by the fact that every Minister of Labour since indepen-
dence has been a former Trades Unjon functionary. The
formation of new trades unions is forbidden without per-
mission from the government. Strikes in a whole number
of “essential industries’ are forbidden by law (sometning
which," as we shall note later does not prevent their taking
place but does act as a powerful deterrent to their organ-
isation). Above all with a population growth rate of

3.5 per cent per annum and near static growth in the
number of jobs, the, mass of available labour exerts a.
-constant threat to workers engagintg in any form of in-

dustrial action.
At present, inevitably we are seeing the declaration of

a whole number of redundancies. These are affecting

particularly firms in the small scale manufacturing sector

which are suffering from the cut down in impeort license
issue consequent on massively reduced copper revenue.
Most of Zambia’s manufacturing industry depends almost.
entirely on imported components.

workers’ response

The area within which government moves most ginger-
ly with regard to redundancy is the mines. Here a highly
concentrated.labour force (some mines like Nkana in
Kitwe and Mufulira have up to 10,000 employees) posses-
ses a long history of union organisation going back wejl
before independence. Despite the fact that the MUZ
(Mineworkers’ Union of Zambia) is almost totally under
government control it is not within the power of the bur-
eanrerals Lo restrain the erruption of sporadic outbursts
of discontent. In the past months there have been three
strikes, all conducted totally without the union’s branch
structure. The first of these involved a large section of
the labour force at the Broken Hill ead and Zinc mine
in Kabwe around demands for parity of wages with the
copper mines. This was broken only by extensive police
harassment and intimidation of strikers and their families
in the mine townships.

In July the Copperbelt was suddenly hit by a dispute
which showed the potential for rank and file action {o
outflank the union machinery. Simultaneously winding
engine drivers, a very small section of the workforce,
struck at every mine demanding implementaiton of a

wage structure first faid down by .a government commis-
sion in 1966 and still not effected! Clearly such an action
could not have been initiated without considerable con-
tact between its unofficial orgdnlsers right through the
Copperbelt.

In August the majority of the 600 strong labour force
at the Ndola Copper Refinery struck to protest the con-
tinued refusal of management to provide them with trans-
port to and from work — a facility offered to employees
in all the main mines. Incredibly this dispute was stated
to have begun 17 years ago when the union first putin
a request for this! Once again leadership lay in the hands
of an informally organised grouping outside of the local
union branch. The strikers eventually returned to work

after a promise from the MUZ leadership to reppen nego- -

tiations on their behalf. But in doing so they stated
their intention to resume the strike on September lst
were their demands to refmain unmet

‘long discussions’

This threat was sufficient to get management and the
usually immobile MUZ leadership on the move and on
26 August it was announced that transport or transport

~allowances would finally be provided to all employees.

In a move aimed blatantly at propping up the fast dec-
lining image of the MUZ it was left to its officials to -

- make the announcement that agreement had finally

been reached after ‘long discussion” at the Mining Joint
Industrial Council. It will not however be lost on the
majority of the strikers that their 17 year old dispute had-
had not been resotved through back breaking labour at
the negotiating table but through their own direct action
in bringing the refinery to a halt for a week.

These recent disputes all showthat despite a traitorous
leadership, the high level of unempioyment and sustained
government propaganda which seeks to discredit any -
working class action as {reachery to the sacred cause of
national development, the Zambian working class partic-
ularly on the mines, is capable of independent organisa-
tion of struggle. It was almost certainly the signs of
growing discontent that led the President and Secrefary
General of the Zambia Congress of Trades Unions
(ZCTU) Frederick Chiluba and Newstead Zimba, to
make some mildly worded attacks on government pol-
icies at the end of July. To maintain some credibility . -
with the working class they criticised the government’s
decision at that time to raise the prices of bread, cook-
ing oil, flour and certain other essential commodities —
but only on the grounds that such decisions should not
be made without some prior consultation with trades
union represeniatives. They were immediately subjected
to an organised battery of ministerial attacks which cul-
minated in a carefully prepared spgech by Kaunda him-
self in which he outlined the government’s conception
of Trades Unjons as organisations whose central function
is to transmit government policy to the working class
and to organise workers to increase productivity. The -
disarray produced by this presidential intervention was
reflected at the recent- ZCTU Executive meeting held in
Kitwe. No official report has been issued but it appears
that the main point of discussion was the proper response
of the Trades Unions to the increasing spate of redundan-
cies. According to the statements of some participants -
the discussions resulted in deadlock because ‘many mem-
bers were frightened by the recent warnings of President
Kaunda to labour leaders’ — frightened in particular no
doubt by the threat posed to their own careers by even
‘the mildest statements of dissent from government
policies! '

buy off

The escalating industrial action in the crucial mining
sector was primarily responsible for the announcement
29 August by Axon Soke, Minister of Mines and Industry
of wage increases for all employees in the industry cffec-
tive from 1 August. These ranged from 20 per cent for
the fowest paid to 7 per cent for the highest paid. Gov-
ernment’s anxiety to ‘buy off’ the miners in this way can
only be explained by their recogniticn that the recent
series of disputes might continue to escalate and that
the militancy of this section of the labour force could
begin to infect other sectors of the working class. It _
was much better to present such wage rises as an unsol- -

“icited ‘gift’ from ‘Party and Government’ than to be

forced to concede them as a result of developing class
struggles.

A second key reason for their announcement at this
particular point in time was the simultaneous uriveiling
of the long awaited Mwanakatwe Commission report on’
civil service wages. While this did not propose the sort .

1l of massive rises characteristic of the Nigerian ‘Udoji’l =~ _
{ proposals, 1t did give a 36 per cent rise to the lowest paid : .

-




government employees. The simuktancous announce-
ment of pay rises for the miners was designed to de-
{use the possibility of widespread demands for imitative
rises. :

The two pay increases described affect only 110,000
out of an estimated 380,000 strong workforce. But they
are the most highly concentrated, crucial and well-organ-
ised. Attempts by workers in other sectors to seek rises
along the same lines awiil be much more difficuit to
organise and to bring to a successful conclusion. The
propsect for the majority of the working class therefore
remains one of a continued battle against the effects of
inflation and unemployment in which they will perhaps
- be assisted however by the example offered on the mines
in recent months.

Solution?

What solution does the Zambian government offer to
the current problems of the economy? “We have to
understand’, President Kaunda has said repeatedly in
recemt months, ‘that we are a poor country’. Lost with-
out trace are all the ambitious targets contained in the
2nd National Development Plan spanning the yeass
1Y72—76 of increasing wage employment by 100,000
principally through the expansion of the industrial sec-
tor. Instead the new emphasis of government economic
policy is laid upon ‘rural reconstruction’. But is this
worthy goat to be achieved through a massive injection
ol capital and expertise into the peasani economy to en-
able it to develop beyond its present subsistence level?
The budgeted figure for 1975 of 29 million Kwacha for
‘Lands, Natural Resources, Rural Developoent and Tour-
ism’ out of a total expenditure of 515 million Kwacha
give the clear answer to that question. The main part
of state expenditure will continue to be ased to subsidise
the burggoning state capitalist class which controls gov-
ernment and all major industry.

No, the government’s only formula for ‘rural recon-
struction” is the expansion of Zambia’s rural subsistence
sector. And in pursuing this end it addresses itself above
all the ‘problem’ created by the ever growing urban pop-
ulation which currently stands at 35 per cent of the
total and threatens to be more than 40 per cent by
1980 on current trends.

- In all the towns drives have been initiated by the rul-
ing UNIP {United National Independence Party) organ-
isation to ‘round wp” unemployed youth and herd them
into ‘Rural Reconstruction Camps’. Here they are to

- be settled upon hitherto uncultivated land, provided with

with virtually none ot the necessary equipment and no

wages whatsoever, subjected to the discipline of the
army which has been seconded to this task, and forced

“to fend for themselves. While such moves currently

affect the youth, a clear indication has already been
given that they are stowly to be applied also to large
numbers of wage earners who are likely to be declared
redundant in the near future. At the UNLP National
Council meeting at the beginning of July a resoluticn
was passed which stated that: ‘Appreciating that this
{economic cutbacks) will mean a lot of re-organisation,
probably resuiting in redundancies (National Council)
directs, as a measure of urgency, the government to see
that all such workers as will be declared redundant
should be drafted into the rural reconstruction pro-
gramme and that workers so drafted will be helped to
settle down on the land in their districts of origin’. Lat-
er the same resolution refers to the settlement of the
unemployed “in their hone districts” where they will be
directed to ‘produce on the land’.

Bantustans

The clear implication of such  hraseology is that the
urban worker 1s only a temporary resident ot his/her
place of work, whose home is in fact in a rural area. 1t
will not be lost on readers that the use of such termin-
ology is of course to be found in one other place in this
part of the world - namely South Africa. There the very
very foundation of apartheid policy is that the African
worker has ne place of permanent residence except the
‘reserve’ or ‘Bantustan’. The exigencies of their present
econornic plight have driven the Zambian ruling class
into precisely imitating the methods of the white racists.
The only difference is that this time we see an authorit-
arian policy of direction of labour based not upon.colour
of skin but upon social class and employment status.

Without doubt in this situation the coming period
can see the opening of a series of initially fragmented
struggles by sections of the working and unemployed
population. Already lsrge numbers of ‘youth’ have
revoited against conditions in the Rural ‘Concentration
Camps’ and deserted from them. When the governmerit
begins to carry out its declared intention of using sim- -
ilar tactics on redundant members of the working class
who have at least some history of collective action with
their fellow workers, the results are likely to be far
more explosive.

The effects which we have detailed above of the latest
recession in the world capitalist economy mark a key
turning point in the short life of Zambia. The ruling
cligue which has got fat on the proceeds of its control
over tie state machinery is now faced for the first time
with the need to deal heavy blows at the masses in
order to secure its own position and the continuation
of its parasitical existence as the mediator between
world imperialism and the workers and peasants of
the country. Recent moves which establish total govern-
ment control over the mass media open a period'in
which more and more clearly repressive measures will
undoubtedly be used to squash any threat of resistance.
The extent to which this ruling class is able to carry out
its present objectives and consolidate its own position
will be determined by whether it will be possible for the
ideas of revolutionists to gain even the most minimal
‘implantation in an area where socialist organisation of

any kind has no history whatsoever. This in turn will .
depend very lurgely on developments in neighbouring. .

areas. It is crystal clear that there are few arcas of the |
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world where any idea of socialism in one country is less
realistic. The socialist revolution which provides the
only answer o the present problems of Zambia's lab-
ouring masses will be a product of and a part of a gener-
alised upsurge of the present and worker populations
of southern Africa as a whole. T
The Zambian ruling class is itself well aware that the

spark which can ignite its own population into revolu-
tionary action can most likely be provided by events in
the white racist dominated part of the continent. This
is precisely why it is-currently engaged in that obsessive
search . for a Rhodesian ‘settlement’.

John Bilair
August 1975

1. *Udoji Report’ was a Nigerian government pppointed com-
mission dealing with civil service wages and conditions which
reported eatlier this'year. After its recommendations for near
100 per cent increases for civil servants were accepted by the
.government & whole number of strikes broke out throughout

the rest of Nigeria's wage employees demanding similar increases. -
This is described further in our article on Nigeria.

IN THE EYE OF THE STORM"
by Basil Davidson

Penguin African Library

price 80p

-Subtitled ‘Angola’s People’, the book is useful back- -
groung reading necessary to understand the conplex
developnents that are taking place today in Angola.

Iits strong points are that it provides, in a readablée way,
basic information about the ethnic groups siill in exis-
tence in aad around Angola, the histe.y of the growih -
of Portuguese donination, and the conseguences of
these on the present day struggles for liberation.

The hook is divided invo four parts, the first two
parts providing an excellent history of the region, the
politics of underdevelopment, and the beginnings of
national consciousness and struggle. The last two sec-
tions, however, are weak: Davidson is an uncritical
suppotrter of the MPLA (Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola), and as a conseguence, the thor-
oughness with which he treats the first half of the book
is somewhat lost in, at times, confusion of facts with
opinion — to the detriment of a struggle of which he
is a supporter. While correctly describing the region-
alist character of the FNLA and its direct collusion
with American imperialism and its puppet Mobutu of
Zaire, Davidson’s description of the movement tends
to verge on hysterical loathe which tends to weaken
his argument against the backward character of the
FNLA. He dismisses the UNITA as ‘little more that
another distracting shadow’ — which has been proved
not to he the case if recent developments in Angola
are anything to go by!

The miggest weaxness in the book is Davidson’s
attitude to the MPLA: he gives unfailing support to
the movement - leaving the reader with the impression
that at last humanity has found the perfect ‘revolution-
ary party’! Such a position weakens his entire argu-
ment for the MPLA, and derives from Davidson’s ob- .
vious ¢onfusion about revolution: by no means does
he support the reformist road, nor does he consider
revolt as the way forward; but the leap forward to
revolution, for Davidson, appears somewhat difficult...
te goes to great lengths to describe how, since 1964, -
there has been an enormous boom of investment from
the international monopolies and imperialist countries,
how those interested in the status quo were no longer
the Portuguese alone, but'a conglomerate of world im-
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perialism. His answer of ‘kicking out the Portuguese’
alone is, therefore, inadequate; neither does he emphas-
1se wne need to mouut an anti-capitalist struggle (per-
haps because the MPLA leadership does not), nor the

“yole that the workers would have to play in such a

struggle. Instead, he puts forward a confused argument.
forincreased participation’, destruction of ‘elitism’,
and a united battle against imperialism! _

Davidson even gives credence to Neto’s stalements
that after independence the decision will be made

. whether to follow a socialist path or not! Fortunately,

this decision has already been made by the urban prol-
etariat and MPLA militants in Luanda: ‘We refuse to
be the instruments or objects of enrichment in a pro-
cess of exploitation that remains unchanged!’ This,
clearly, is the only way to orient a struggle which
MPLA’S founding document describes as ‘anti-imperial-
ist’. Linked into tiris confused analysis, is Davidson’s

‘view (and that of the MPLA) that the struggle in

Angola is simply a national liberation struggle, within
the confines of what he accurately describes as the
artificial boundaries imposed on the region by imperial-
ism; rather than part of the necessary socialist revolu-
tion that must free Africa from its stranglehold of under-
development. :

Nevertheless, in spite of these serious weakness’, the
book provides useful background detail in a readable,
though sometimes verbose, text, and in absence of any
senous Marxist book anatysmg Angola, is essential
reading for those involved in work in this field.
Julius Karanja

Other useful books on Angola:

Trade and Conflict in Angala;
The Mbundu and their Neigh-
bours under the Influence of
the Portuguese 1483—1790.
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1966

D. Birmingham

3. Duffy Portugal in Africa.
Penguin Books, 1962
D.L. Wheeler Angola.

New York, Praeger and London,: :
Pall Mall, 1971.

and R. Pelissier,
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ZIMBABWE

‘the saga of detente,
the play for

Tne unfolding saga of ‘detente’ in southern
Africa took anotier step forward on 25 Aug-
ust. An enormous international fanfare of
publicity greeted tne opening of tne Victoria
Falls Conference on Rnodesia. The talks were
neld in a luxury railway coach lent for the occa-
sion by Soutn Africa railways and parkeda 400
feet above tiie Zambezj river at tue centre of
tie bridge linking Zambia and Rhodesia. Thne
waole affair was stage managed from beginning

to end by tne two men who had set up the talks.

— Kaunda of Zambia and Vorster of the Repub-
lic of South Africa. Indeed tie fact that tie
talks took.place at all was a result of the pres-
sure which they had exerted upon their respec-
tive clients. .

The participation of the Rhodesian government was
secured onty through Vorster’s blackmail. Earlier this
month Smith was summoned to Pretoria and returned
.after a few days with a new line on the long postponed
constitutional conference. For eight months since the
Lusaka agreement of December 1974 he had declared
that such ar event could not take place except that it
was held in his capital of Salisbury and was preceded
by a total ceasefire ‘on the partof national guerillas. In
Pretoria he was told to drop these terms. Vorster back-
ed up his position by announcing the total withdrawal

of the more than 2,000 South' AfTican ‘policemen’ (anti-

guerilia specialists) who had been stationed in Rhodesia
* since 1967, playing a key role in anti-freedom fighter
operations. In vain attempts to play to “Verkrampte’l
sentiment inside South Africa the move was justified
as being made because the danger which they had been
sent to combat no longer existed. (The original justific-
ation for their presence was the comhined ANC—ZAPU
operations launched with the professed aim of infiltrat-
ing into South Aftica itself). Nobody was deceived
by the explanation for a move which was clearly o
transparent attempt to put pressure on Smith to open
negotiations.

The need for Smith to play up to Vorster at this
time was rendered miore urgent by the independence of
Mozambique. Certainly, despite the protestations of
FRELIMO’s leadership before June 25th that it would
‘carry out its infernational obligations” over Rhodesia,
the main part of the latier’s trade continues to flow un-
impeded along the railway from Umtali to the port'of
Beira. But there is dn ever present threat that with the

* total breakdown of the present negotiations this ink
could be cut, throwing the entire weight and volume of
Rhodesia’s trade upon South Africa’s already overbur:
dened raitway and ports systems.

But above all determining Smith’s reversal of his

- -position was his app_reciati_on that the status of the

Taking a tip from the south?

300.000 strong whjit: :ninorify in Rhodesia has been
changed overnight by the 1974 reversal of Portuguese
colonial policy. Confronted with the certainty of black
governments in Mozambique and Angola the previous
South African policy for the creation of buffer states
gml_md the white ‘laager’ was rendered totally inoper-
able. From that time onwards Rhodesia became an ex-
pensive and embarassing irrelevance to South Afiica.
Thie longer that there was no ‘settlement’ in that country.
the longer that its black population were denied elem-
entary democratic rights, the more likely it was that their
their struggle would have a contagious effect  upon
ihe black population of South Africa itself. This above
alf is the threat lurking in the background which deter-
mines Vorster’s present strategy.

But if Vorster was the most important influence in
forcing Smith’s attendance at Victoria Falls, an equal
part in setting up the conference must be ascribed to’
the Zambian government. The latter, despite its formal
commitment to the elimination of the white supremacist
regimes has had over the whole period since its indepen-
dence an ambiguous attitude towards the struggles of
the population of these areas. Above all this is deter-
mined by the fact that supposedly ‘non capitalist’ and
‘humanist’ Zambia remains in fact an integral part of
the capitalist system. At the moment its very stability.
is threatened through the effects of the world wide
recession of that economy (see page ). Most recently
problems have been multiplied further by the events in
Angola which have effectively closed the port of Lobitu
and the Beguela railway which in the recent past have
been Zambia’s most important avenue for imports and
exports. Although it could not in any way solve the.



fundamental problems which face the totally imbalanced
economy of Zambia, & Rhodesian ‘settlement’ could
provide a much needeq breathing space of whlch the
crucial components are three:

(i) A ‘settlement’ in Rhodesia would prowde the long
awaited opportunity to reopen the Beira rail link — Zam;
bia’s shortest route to the sea. _

(it) The success of the ‘detente’ exercise wounld mean
the possibility of a full reopening of trade links with
South Africa which would bring a big flood of essential
goods at cheaper rates than they are currently being
obtained from further afield.

{iii) [n a more long term sense the Zambian govern-
ment has a deep rooted and thoroughly justifiable fear
of the implications for itself of the outbreak of full
scale revolutionary struggle by the black masses of south-

“ern Africa — especially within South Africa itself, Because
of the deep involvement of imperialism in that.area it
knows that such struggles cannot avoid being anti-capit- -
alist in content from the word go. To that extent their
outbreak would be as much a threat to the surrounding -
neo-colonialist regimes as it would to the structure of
the apartheid state itself.

accomplice

It is therefore no accident that Kaunda was the seconid:
principal accomplice in giving birth to the Victoria Falls
conference. ) .
~ Zambia’s attempts to find a ‘settlement’ of the Rhod-
*. esian ‘problem’ date back at least a year. They reached
an initial climax in the Lusaka talks held in eatly Decem-.
ber 1974 where representatives of the Smith regime sup-

posedly agreed to a constitutional conference with the
Rhodesian nationalists. Since then the preparations for
a ‘settlement’ have continued on the part of the Zam-
_bian government. Immedlate]y after the conference

in December Zambian intérvention supported by Nyerere
of Tanzania and Khama of Botswana, was central in sec-
uring the formation of a fusion of the four existing
nationalist movements under the wing of Muzorewa's
ANC (African National Council), the most reformist

of all and the only one not hitherto committed to armed
struggle. These ‘friendly’ leaders’ ability to impose such
a settlement rested essentially on their wieiding the
ihreat of total withdrawal of any form of support or
pases from the guerilla movements.

Since then a series of actions have been taken by
the Zambian government to demobilise the effective
military wing of the Zimbabwean resistance. Most
notable in this respect was the airest in Apirl (using the
excuse of the murder of ZANU chairman Herbert Chit-
epo) of more than 60 leading militants of the most effec-
tive wing of the armed liberation movement. Fortun-
ately the dynamic of the struggle inside Rhodesia itseif
appears to have continued unabated. The guerillas active
in the North East have scored periodic successes right
up to the present time against the Smith forces, despite

the effective end of sustenance from what had previous-
ly been their key supply base. Their etfectiveness is
testified to by the increasingly urgent fashion in which
Smith has been talking of the prosecution of the struggle
- in the ‘war zone’. Especially indicative of their impact
have been the mass desertions by hundreds of secondary
studgnts from boarding schools in the area to join the
gueritias, '

Against the background of this developing dynamic,
the continual stress of the Zambian government on ihe
need for negotiation and the jetting about the world en-

- he said, to proceed with talks with the C

gaged in by Muzorewa were wearing just a little thin. In
Lusaka in December it had been stated that Smith was
being given three months to come up with an acceptable
formula for a constitutional conference on the transition
‘to myjority tule. After nine months it was essential
some results would be shown at the Victoria Falls
‘indaba’2 Needless to say the Zambian media had a
field day in the build up period to the conference. 13
August saw its formal announcement, accompanied by
the revealing statement that ‘the governments of South
Africa, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania annd Zambia
have expressed their willingness to ensure that this agree-
ment is implemented by the two parties concerned’.

prayers

For ten days the Zambian population was barraged
with press comment which referred to the impending
‘breakthrough’, the ‘historic nature’ of the settlement
to be made, the ‘dramatic setting’ for the talks etc.

Even before they had taken place they were described as

-as a ‘victory” for the rolicies of Kenneth Kaunda who

had promoted this ‘historic compromise’. Sunday 24
August was even deemed a day of prayer in Zambia for
the success of the talks! (Some cynics were suggesting
that had they been believers they would have been in ~
the churches for the. whole 24 hours praying for their
collapse!)

Now that the smoke has cledred what did the 14%
hours of talks on Monday 25 August actually achieve?

" The answer appears to depend on who you are. For the

two principals it was nothing. Immediately on his return
to-Salisbury on Monday night Smith went to Parliament
to say that they had broken down as a result of the
ANC’s intransigence. Because of this he was intending,
uncil of Chiets
(a stooge government paid body) and ‘other African
orgenisations who had indicated interest’. On Friday

29 August he re-iterated this line stressing that lic had
no doubt any constitutional settiement reached asa
result of this new charade wouid be ‘endorsed by the
zovernments of South Africa, Zambia arid prituin as
well as the UN".

For Muzorewa and other ANC spokespersons the
whole conference plan was similarly off. The stumbling
block was that Smith had refused to allow immunity to
ANC delegates under threat of arrest inside Rhodesia.

_ this, said ANC, made it impossible for them te select

a delegation which was fully representative for the prop-
osed sub-committee meetings inside the country. For
them too the proposed conference was therefore a
non-starter. '

team managers

The only people who appeared to take a differentt
view were the two team managers! For Vorster, on his
arrival in Pretoria, it was ‘so that certain hitches have
occurred and that there are still certain problems
-which have yet 1o be ironed out’. Nonetheless he fuily
expected the talks to be reconvened shortly. For Kaunda
‘we had a very useful start and | think we shall have a
real chance to find a peaceful solution to the problers
of southern Africa....We hope that if this hitch is got
rid of, that is the one of getting Mr Smith to accept the
right of all ANC leaders to go back home and be part
and parcel of the discussion, then the talks w1H Sf.dl’l
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1 salisbury’.

What is reallv behind this double ralk?

}. At no stage since the beginning of the whole
‘detente exercise’ has it been possible to imagine that
Smith will meekly hand 6ver pover to the" African maj-
ority. His whole political base for the past ten years
has been founded on intransigent opposition to-any
moves whatsoever in that direction. Even the half heart-
¢d gestures made in the recent past to please his South
African sponsors have met a fierce reaction from among-
st Rhodesia’s Whites. A growing number are now turning

" to far-right organisations, in particular' the recently estab-
lished Southern Africa Solidarity Congress of Rhodesia.

More than 1,000 whites attended a meeting in the first
week of August which called for an end to detente. And
SASCON’s reaciton to news of the Victoria Falls meet-
ing was to denounce it as ‘an open invitation to terror-
ism and treason.” It is politically impossible for Smith
ta move against this tide.

2. Vorster’s international ambitions which see South
Africa as the doyen of a sub-imperialism stretching up
to the Equator and further, mean that he is desperately
attempting to get Smith to agree to a compromise with
ANC. But this does not mean that he is potentially cap-
able of completely pulling out the rug from under white
supremacy in Rhodesia. The only weapon Vorster
possesses wiiich can do that is the imposition of full
and complete ecorromic sanctions by South Africa. For
the Nationalist government of the Union that move
would be political suicide amongst its white electorate.

3. Therefore it is crystal clear that there is only one
direction from which effective pressure can come to
destroy the Rhodesian white minority regime: that is the
the escalation of armed struggte, which has continued
sporadically for the past twelve years to levels which can
totally smash the weak fabric of Smith’s state. There
isno doubt that the situation is now more objectively
favourable than ever for the achievement of this end.

~ The very turmoil of the past fifteen months of develop-

ments in southern Africa have roused the consciousness

. guerilla army which would move in in the event of its

" because the leadership of ANC is deep in the pockets of

| Kaunda proclaimed ‘Zambia will be destroyed and lose
# all that it has achieved since Independence uniess a racial

in the war’.

| rebel regime in Rhodesia succeed.

of the mass of the population to new heights of opposi-
tion to their oppressors. Unfortunately the ANC leader- -
ship, confronted with this sitnation, is paralysed with
inaction. For months we have been told that the impend- _ o
ing constitutional conference was a ‘last ditch attempt,
at settlement’ and that ANC was actively preparing the

SIS

collapse. Now that the time, even by Muzorewa’s long
delayed terms, has come to launch massive attack they
are totally silent on the subject. Why? It is basically

the neo-colonialist African regimes — above all of Zambia.

For reasons which we have developed above the fatter
are as desperate as Vorster to avoid upsetting the delicate
balance of imperialist dominated southern Africa. To
reinforce their position they quite willingly resort to all
manner of unprincipled and totally false formulations on
the situation. At a stage managed UNIP demonstration
on Rhodesia held in Lusaka on Saturday 30 August,

conflict in squthern Africa is avoided by all means. We
will lose all our development because we will be engrossed
Later he stated: ‘If there is going to be a

war that must only come after failing to reach a peaceful
solution. If Zambia fails to secure a peaceful solution

she will tell the world. Those involved are working on a
programme to see that taiks between the ANC and the

By summoning up in this way the mirage of an all-
consuming racial contlict as the inevitable result of the
breakdown of the present negotiations Kaunda is engaging
in a deliberate falsification whose function is to distract
attention from his “own treacherous role in demobilising
the Zimbabwean liberation movemenis. if it is not
possible to convince the populations of the virfues of 4
detente exercise which had led precisely nowhere in its
one year duration, then we must frighfen them into it
with invocations of the horrors which will result from its
its failure. The use of arguments of this illusory kind is

in fact a welcome sign of the desperation which the detente
manoeuverers now find themselves in. .

Now is the time when socialists world wide, and all
supporters of the liberation of southern Africa from
white racism should be ceuntering such fake ‘support’
by organising the largest possible political and material
support to the armed struggle for the liberation of
Zimbabwe.

John Blair,
August 1975

1. “Verkrampte'...Afrikaans literally ‘warlike’. Used commonly
te refer to right wingers who opposc any form of concessions

to non whites. Those prepared to compromise are commeonly
reterred to as ‘Verligte’

2. “Indaba’ — gathering, meeting.
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ond, third or tenth cultural class.’

3% L.D. 1rotsky

%+ History of tie Russian Revolution Vol. 1.
1930

Hskok

% Brigadier Murtala M. Mohommed
Nigerian Head of »tate
30 July 1975

**************************************************

% “Uneveness, the most general law of the historical process, reveals itself most sharply and complexly in the
Ieatlny of backward countries. Under the whip of external necessity their backward culture is compelled
to make leaps. From the universal law of uneveness thus derives another law which, for the lack of a bet-
ter name, we may call the law of combined development by which we mean a drawing togetherof the sep-
arate steps, an amalgam of the archaic with the more contemporary forms. Without this law, to be taken
in the whole of its material content, it is impossible to understand the history of.....an¥ country of the se:

*Finally we reatfirm this country’s friendship with all countries. Foreign nationals living in Nigeria will be

" 3 protected. Foreign investments will also be protected. The Government will honour all obligations entered
¥ into by the previous governments of the Federation. We will also give continued active support. to the Organ-
3 isation of African Unity, the United National Orgdnrsatlon and the Commonwealth.’

Ackskrokskoksiokaokokokook ok

*

BUSINESS AS USUAL

i June of tnis year Brian Silk corresponding with tie Financial 1imes of London wrote: ‘Nigeria has been
subjected to more progress and prosperity in the Western manner than any other country in black Africa
since it emerged from the civil war five years ago. 1t is sad to report that as a result of tiiis advancement

tile country is having wiat appears to be a nervous breakdowi..... After nine years of military government

tne reinstatement of democracy is overdue....

General Gowon may not be a very old soldier but the time

has come for him to fade away.” On July 29ta Gowon did just that and was replaced by his old time rival
tne hignly connected Northerner. Brigadier Murtala Monammed.

In 1966 the choice of national leader to succeed
the nrurdered Ibe General lronsi had been between
Gowon and Mechammed. tronsi’s coup earlier in
1966 marked the end of six years of civilian rule
since Independence in 1960. This period was charac-
terised by the irreconciliability of interests of the
feudal oligarchy of the north and those of the busin-
ess/political ruling classes of the south; a direct legacy

-of Lord Lugard, who acting in the interests of British
.Imperialism, created Nigeria as a single state in 1914,

but left the traditional centralised political apparatus

of the northern mustim emirs intact, using this apparr -

atus to cream otf the surplus vatue through taxatien.
in the south, capitalist commercial activities from
the time of the slave trade onwards had fostered the-
emergence of an indigerous entrepreneurial class bas-
ed mainly on the marketing of cash crops and com-
modity distribution. The traditional ruling apparatus
of the south had been largety destroyed.

Lronsi attempted to impose national urification

' rﬁilitarily by abolishing by decree the federation of

Nigerian states. The abolition of the federation led

~ immediately to widespread rioting and acts of violence

against the Ibo merchants and landlords in northera
Nigeriz, whom- the oppressed, mainly rural, Hausa
masses identified immediately as the exploiting class.
The lbo/Yoruba dominated fractions of the southern
ruling class exercised what indigenous control there
was over the economic life of Nigeria. In the south,
the growth of capitalism had resulted in.the growing
proletarianisation and urbanisation of the population
culminating in 1964 with a near general strike. The
feudal rulers of the more populous North observed
with horror the developments which, if repeated in
“their’ areas, would mean the complete erosion of
their power base amongst the rural peasantry who
were unorganised and illiterate except for Koranic
schooling. Hence the lack of a skilled labour foree
and the absence of substantial raw materials, excep-
ting the cash crop ground-nuts, led toa fack of
capitalist development in the north and a concentra-

tion of wealth in the south.

However the British had undertaken to ‘protect’
the ‘majority of the population in the North and
had written into the Independence constitution pro-
provisions which ensured a domination of the reacr -
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tionary northern rulers in the Federal Government,
which no amount of alliances between sections of

the southern ruling class (and sometimes with sections
of the northern ruling class) could shake off. Polit-
ical control of the state machine remained in feudal
hands, few of the development projects outlined in
the First National Development Plan of 19601968
were started, agricultural production had fallen by
1971 to 36 per cent of the 1960 level but most im-
portantly the apparatus capable of exploiting the now
confirmed vast reserves of high grade oil was

- precariously inefficient.

Ll
Biafra
Nigeria now supplies the USA with one third of

her imports and Britain with 16 per cent of imported
crude oil.. In 1966 it was essential to ensure that

the exploitation of these reserves, away from the frac-
ticus Arab Gulf and nearer the imperialist markets,
was not irterrupted by domestic ‘disturbances’. Iron-
si’s attempt to impose a politically stable state had

“led to spontaneous mass Uptisings in the north which,
exploited by the northern rulers, found tribal expres-
sion against the entrepreneurial lbos. In an effort

to contain the situation, Gowon, a ‘neutral’ from the
Anga tribe which lives in the buffer belt between the
Islamic North and the Christian south, was brought

to power. In an’attempt to satisfy all classes (a phen-
omenen termed "bonapartism’) Gowon declared a

new 12 state Federation and other reforms. The ruling
class of the newly created, oil rich, Biafra tock this
move toits extreme and declared Independence. The
northern and south western sections of the ruling.
class united against the Ibo doninated Fastern ruling
class and imposed the Nigerian Federation through a
three yeur long civil war in the course of which the
fragmented and weak organisations of the Nigerian
working class werercompletely destroyed. '

nine point
programme

Gowon may have been indifferent to the interests of
of pre-war neocolonial elite in Nigeria, but he certain-
ly was not ‘neutral’ when it came to the defence and
faciliation of imperial interests in West Africa. In
1970, seven months after the end of the war Gowon
announced a ‘Nine Point Programme’ which was to
have culminated in a return to a broad based ‘democ-
ratically’ elected civilian government after a transi-
tional period of six years. Only the programme deal-
ing with the reorganisation of the army was ever com-
plefed. The only part of this left to finish is the build-
ing of barracks for the whole 250,000 strong armed
forces to live diizetly under the centralised
conunand of the military rulers, not, as at present,
scattered around in villages and small towns where
they are subject to the mainstream peasant and work-
ing class movements.

When the petro nairas (1 ¥ = £0.70) began to mater-
ialise in the autumn of 1973 it was the military sulers
and their associates, with control-of the state appar-
atus, who branched cut into new entrepreneurial ac-

sson on the EEC remarked, “The only answer to our

Brigadier M. R. Mohammed

tivities creaming off millions through bribery and
corruption. A post-war bourgeoisie had been created -
whose power Gowon refused to curb; to the intense
displeasure of the pre-was Nigerian ruling class.

ECOWAS

I the north the political power of the feudal
ofigarchy was limited by successive military deerees,
the traditional business classes of Nigeria were not
getting a big enough chunk of the oil cake and the
struggling embryonic industrial bourgeoisie saw Gowon
Gowon engineer treaties which enabled imperialism
to outflank them entirely.

Gowon had been the leading protaganist of the
trading agreement concluded at Lome early this
year, which gave the imperialist powers of the EEC
the right to exploit ‘third world’ countries. M. Chey-

balance of payments deficit is that we enter into

these new market, and the oniy place-where these new
new markets can exist in the world is these develop-
ing countries.” Such a country is Nigeria; a state dest-
ined by imperialism to play the role of policeman
(Nigeria has the largest army in black Africa) and sub-
imperialist cenire for that part of sub-Saharan Africa
not controlled by the other sub-imperialist centre,
South Africa. The Economic-Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) negotiated by Gowon and
President Eyadema of Togo as a diréct follow up of
the signing of the Lome Agreement ties 15 West Afric-
an states with a tofal population of 124 million to

the economic expansion of Nigeria. These states will,
through the introduction of a ¢ustoms union, the ab-
olition of restrictions of trade, free movement of
people, services, and capital between. member states
and the harmonisation of all industrial, agricultural
and economic policies become virtual Nigerian col-
onies dependent upon her for capital and cheap labour.
Nigeria's industry, being almost totally import-substi-
tion operations of the capitalist multinationals, and
financial operations of which £600 million are tied
up in the City of London, 240 millon in the Wosld
Bank, 120 million inthe International Monetary Fund -

and 50 million'in the African DeVejopme . Bank, are. -




FOUNDER MEMBERS OF ‘ECOWAS’

Mauritania _ Ivory Coast
Senegal Mali

The Gambia Upper Volta
Guinea-Bissau " Ghana
Guinea : Togo
Sierra—Leone Dahomey
Liberia Niger

" Nigeria

already totally linked into the imperialist eoonomy
and subject to its fluctuations

Whilst the ruling classes of Nigeria fretted under
the yoke of the Gowon administration, they had not
been able to organise ‘genuinely national political
parties’, *prepare and adopt a new constitution’,
‘elect a democratic government’ or ‘to create more
federal states’, as promised under the nine point plan,
the working class picked themselves up after the de-
bacle of the civil war and started on their own pro-
cess of ‘reconstruction’. For them it was not im-
portant that the farcical 1973 ‘new census’ had rev-
ealed several hundred persons per house in northern

- Kano and could therefore not be used as a reliable
basis for a constitutional formula, or new system

-of revenue allocation, when housing and health
facilities remained below the poverty datuin levels.
Living standards for the bulk of the working classes
were equally dismal regardless of whether they were
part of the 7 per cent of the population who ‘got’ 40
per cent of the total oil revenue in the southern iciv-
ers State or whether they were one of the 11 million
people in northern Kano State who only got £25
million. ‘Fradication of corruption’, another plan
in the-nine point programme was not achieved by
Gowon and has prudently not been stressed by
Mohommed. However this ubiquitous feature of -
Nigerian life combined with the international crisis
of capitalism, the jamming of Nigerian ports with
consumer imports aimed at the petro-naira swollen
Nigerian market, and the delays in getting import
substitution industries such as the refining of petrol
at the new plants at Warri and Kaduna off the ground,
had led to an inflation rate running at about 20 per
cent vefore *Udoji’.

Udoiji Report

“Tne Public Serv1ce Review Commission’” under

the chairmanship of Chief Jerome Udoji announced

~ on December 28th 1974 pay awards of up to 130
per cent for civil servants which the government
backdated to April 1974. The Nigerian working
classes had already had to suffer massive inflation-
ary price increases prior to and in anticipation of the
anouncement of the Udoji awards. In NE State
the price of yam, a basic foodstuff, had in December
1974 escalated to 70 Bobo (100 kobo=1 naira) when
the basic daily minimum wage rate for unskilled
"workers was also 70 kobo. An explosion greeted
the announcement of the Udoji awards. The Nigerian

“- . proletariat is small in compatison to the 70 per cent

& of the population which comprises the peasantry
§ and the perceniage of the public service workers (10
i per cent) within the proletariat is even smaller. Priv-

ate sector workers immediately launched a nation
wide campaign for wage parity with the public sector
and for an immediate return to civilian government.
In early 1975 the economic functioning of the for-

- eign and the national bousgeoisies was crippled.

First to strike were the dockworkers of Lagos’

fl jammed port Apapa who orgenised around the demand

for a workers” docks management committee. The

bank workers under Alhaji babs Animashaun struck

demanding pay rises of 200 per cent backdated to
1973. Animashaun was immediately arrested under

the 1971 Trades Disputes Decree banning strikes

and lockouts. " A series of ‘wildcat’ strikes followed,
members of the Petrol Haulage Workers Union stopped
work, power workers struck and in Lagos water supply
workers continued working to rule after 100 of their
comrades had been snatched from the picket lines _

by armed soldiers during a strike. Doctors who were
recipients under the Udoji scheme worked to rule

for more pay.and for increased expenditure on the
health service which in Nigeris employs one doctor .
for every 30,000 people. Arrests of strike leaders

and militants continued. In January five militants

{ of the Anti-Poverty Movement of Nigeria (APOMON)

were arrested for alleged subversive activities, on
charges unspecified excepting the one of issuing a
leafiet in solidarity with the railway workers demand
for implementation of the five year old ‘Ani’ Pay
Award. The five were still ir jail in June of this

vear despite students swearing an affidavit ordering
the inspectar gemneral of police to produce one of
them, Madunagu, and to show why he is being
detained.

The six Nigerian universities weres closed by the
authorities in February 1975 when students struck
on the anniversary of the shooting of one of their
numbers in 1970. They demanded the instant
release ot peopie detained without trial, a return to
civilian rule in 1976 and an immediate decree against

B corruption with the penalisation of corrupt leaders.

Market women agitated for price control and better
marketing facilities. Their position as both consumer

_ and vendor in the Nigerian working class conbined
® with their role as mother and wife within the family

provided them with a unique role in the class struggle.

¥ The first lesson they learnt in this latest round of the ..
| class struggle, a fesson also iearntby Lagos and Ibadan




tenants.was 1ot to put their faith in military decrees.
Neither the Price Control Board set up this year, nor
the Rent Control Decrees have succeeded in curbing
inflationary prices and rents. )

The government was forced to convene a meeting-
of the Nigerian Chambers of Commerce and the Nig-
erian Empioyers Consultative Association which was
guarded by armed troops and police with riot shields.

‘The Udoji Awards were extended to the private sector.

The working class had won an important battle and
went on in the first half of 1975 to unite the five
-~ trade union centres, traditionally split through the
efforts of the CIA through the AFL/CIO, Moscow,
Britain, and the catholic chruch. Socialists and mili-
tants through the *Workers® Unity Commitiee’
liave succeeded in uniting all these elements in the
Nigerian Trade Union Federation. D..ing the
January strike wave embryonic ‘Councils of Labour’
were organised at grass roots level, but their structure
floundered as their leaders were arrested. Neverthsless
strikes have continued throughout this year. In Rivers
State 15,000 teachers struck against poor working
conditions and the non-payment of their May salaries.
The working class mobilisations have had a resonance
in the peasant movements. Peasant organisations
around particular commodities, to get a better price
for their product have been set up such as those of
the coastal and riverine fishermen, the fish dealers,
nomadic beef producers in the north have been strug-
gling to preserve their rights of access to traditional
cattle tracks and peasants employed in the timber
trade are fighting for their livlihoods against conces-
sions being granted to foreign enterprises.

The only raw material to have expanded in pro-
duction recently is cil. In every other sphere of
primary commnodity production has decreased and
the exodus of uneducated peasants to the towns has
exacerbated unemployment. The demand of industry
for skilled labour has meant that the government has
had to organise a ‘Universal Primary Education’ pro-
gramme to start in September 1976. The population
of primary schools is expected to rise from 4.5 million
to 18 million by 1981. However with 40 per cent of
the population under 15 this still means that
around 30 million children will never receive any
education. Further there is still massive unemploy-
ment problems for both school leavers and graduates.
When the government restricted employment in the
Nigerian Youth Service Corps scheme to graduates.
ouly, there were immediate widespread demonstra--
tions by other sections of the student population

(L

‘Business as

usual’

whose ‘unemployment problem’ the scheine was intend
intended to solve. However whilst the education sex-
service in Nigeria is run to requirentents of the capital-
ist market it is unlikely to forsee any improvement.

General Gowon has not iaid a firm foundation for
for the implementation of the U.P.E. programme, just
as he had not fundamentally altered living standards
on any score for the Nigerian working class and poor
peasants. The immense wealth derived from the oil
bonanza had remained concentrated in the pockets
of the multinationals and a new military/entrepren-
eurial elite. Other ruling class pockets were deprived
of the tinkle of oil cash didn’t even have the prospect
of political power as compensation. This combined
with Gowon’s failure to curb the growth and streng-
thening of working class organisations, hammered the
the final nails into the coffin of bonapartism. Gowon
had satisfied nobody except the imperialists who
would be unlikely to jeopardise their investments
by coming to his rescue.

Mohammed came to power in a holding operation
for the Nigerian ruling classes. He earned some imm-
ediate popularity by cancelling some of the most out-
rageous extravagances of the previous administration
like the “Black Arts Festival’. He annulied the 1973
census reverting to the 1963 figure of 56 million for
planning purposes and sacked all officials, notably
the state military governors who served under Gow-
on. The commitment of the new regime to the 3,000
million Third National Development Plan announced
in March this year stands firm and at this juncture
Mohammed has taken a pause to sit back and rethink
his strategy.

The working class in Nigeria today can not afford
to allow the new regime time to muster strength.
Under the last wave of strikes the slogan was raised
‘1t’s the workers’ turn to govern’.

Central on the stage today is the guestion of gov-
ernment; who governs Nigeria in whose interests?

The fragmented and weak bourgeois squabble for
crumbs of the imperialist cake, they can not govern
effectively. Only the united leadership of the Nigerian .
working class, i alliance with the peasantry is
capable of acheiving unity and democratic government
and of going further to the socialist organisation of
Nigerian society and moreover of leading other Afric-
an states to a successful socialist revolution.

( We wish to thank cde. Lulu of the Nigerian

Socialist Group for information supplied in
an interview during August 1973,)




.. expressed the balance of forces between various im-
"7 perlalist countries. Tha backwardness in the African

The beginning of the sixties witnessed a new
-phase in the domination of Africa by the im-
perialist countries by the successful stabilisa-
tion of the neocolonial states. ilowever it now -
seems far clearer that these states {in obeyance
of the capitalist mode of production) are under-
going a deep crisis due to the combined effect
of the world wide crisis of imperialism and the
inherent factors of decomposition in neocolon-
ialism. The real contradictions which have been
masked by the sham of formal ‘independence’
are now emerging into the limelight. Faced with
- with the rise of colonial revolution the empir-
ical solution of the European bourgeoisie was
to disrupt the classical colonial economy. They
had to reinodel their exploitation according to
the needs of present-day capitalism. Some col-
onial powers accomplished this operation, suc-
cessfully at minimum cost. But a few, such as
tne Belgians discovered that inter-imperialist
competition was intensified in the neocolonial
arena, and discovered it at great personal cost.
Neocolonialism cannot be said to be the “high-

est [orm of imperialist domination’. The trasformation
did not usher in a new era of bourgéois rule but appears
in fact to have lead to a far worse situation, in which
the plunder of neocolonial countries assumed a qualit-
atively different form. At the same time the peril of
revolution was averted. In this sense ncocolonialism.
was not an objectively necessary form of domination.
It represented above all the defeat of the Afvican
nationalist movements who were unable (o make the
struggle for liberation grow into a struggle against cap-
italisi. 1t is precisely because the Portuguese bour-
geoisie could not affect such a transformation that
African Nationalism in the colonies scon went beyond
the framework of the traditional reformist demands
and methods osstruggle. This is why today it has to -
centroirt the question of the anti-capitalist perspective
of the struggle.

For those reasons the neo-colonial state apparatus
was condemned from its very conception. It was not
a historical stage that African society had to go through
nor was it a necessary evil due to the backwardness of
the African social formation: The neocolonial state
was the reflection of the new balance of forces set up
between the African masses and imperialism after
twenty years of anti-colonial struggles. Secondly, it

social fromation had assigned to the petit-bourgeoisie
the indisputable role of leadership during the rise of
the nationalist movement. Therefore the class nature
of their organisations has quickly led to their coming
back into the claws of imperialism. Though power was
entrusted to the urban petit-bourgeoisie, at the end of
the fifties, imperialism was cautious enough to test out
its effectiveness and to eliminate beforehand its most
radical elements. The weakness, perhaps indeed the
absence of African capital during this period drove

the imperialist countries to rely on this heterogeneous
and unstable social layer. This phenomenon was so
generalised that in many countries the only force of
relatively cohesive bourgeois power was the army.

- But ‘economic development’ in the framework of

neocolonialism was to facilitate the rise ol African

smalf capital, patrticularly the petit-bourgeois elements
tied or integrated to state power. Before independence,
there were African capitalists in few African countries.
In the seventies, there took place a rapid development
of autenomous capital accumulation maicly originating
from the spoils of neocolonial domination, thus giving
such African capital its comprador nature.

The basic principle of every bourgeoisie is the drive
for profit; so today these individuals are therefore seek-
ing to interchange their masters and to take advantage
of the contradictions between various imperialist powess
in order to increase the crumbs left to them by im-
perialism. In any case, African capitalists are restricted
to either marginal sectors of the economy or, inex-
ceptional circumstance, participate as minorities in
foreign enterprises. This practice fits effectively with
the plans of the imperialists who are attempting to
develop a stable bourgeois class in favour of total for-
eign domination, Within this general tendency of the
modern development of the African social formation
one must note that an important action of the
bureaucratic petit-bourgeoisie in some countries is not
in favour of primitive capital accumulation. And,
often in these circumstances they can put a fight
againsi the nascent bourgeoisie.

In other cases, one can find various sectors within
the bourgeoisie vying for the internal market, or even
fighting around long term perspectives in order to
retain total control of the state. Finally, and related
to this, one can observe a struggle between emergent
or national petit-bourgeoisie and a foreign community -
which holds the monopoly of a dominant sector of the
economy. The local petit-bourgeoisie then intends to
ursurp the place of the foreign one. To sum up, we
can distinguish the conflicts within the neocotonial
state apparatus at the present stige:

1. A conflict between various bourgeois ildtii()llb c(u,h
hinging on various imperiadist countries (eg. Nig,crld




This often implies a certain reserve of a section of
the bourgeoisie vis-a-vis the mother country eg. the
Malagasy Republic. .. -

2. A conflict between the ossified bureaucratic petit-
bourgeoisie and an authentic section of the bour-
geoisie which has emerged in the recent period.

3. A conflict between native capital and a foreign com

- munity eg. Uganda Senegal. :

4. A conflict caused by the wish of an important sec-
tion of the bureaucratic petit-bourgeoisie and the
national capitalists to change their masters and to

challenge the traditional rulers of cooperation with -

the metropolis. A
_ But two things have to be kept in mind: on the on
hand it is quite possibl¢ to find combined in the same
country the accumulation of various contradictions:
on the other hand the ethnic factor is very often a
superficial expression of these conflicts in as much as
it simply reflects the different positions occupied by
these groups in their relationship to the capitalist mar-
ket. We must also remember that the partial industrial-
isation effected during the neocolonial period has given
given rise to-a young and stable proletariat in new ec-
onomic sectors. This has altered to a large extent the
social coordinates as they existed in Africa in the fif-
ties. ‘This modification, which most importantly ex-
pressed itself in the strike of the M’Bao Refineries in
Senegal, deepens the crisis of the traditional structures;
it also modifies in an indirect way the situation in the
couniryside and offer the vanguard new perspectives
for intervention. Conversely, the evolution of the
African social formation is leading to the emergence
of a vanguard and weakens the propensities.of irad-
itional nationalism. This phenomenon was the result
.of the considerable weight on the petit-bourgeoisie
arter tne second world war as against a semi-proletarian
and unstable working class.

Thus, the crisis of neocolonialism, the conflicts
within the state apparatus and the counter-effects of
the evolution of the African social formation, are all
closely linked with the serious economig crisis of Black
Africa and the spectacular crash by some national ec-
onomies. :

bonapartists

In such a period, therefore, it should be no surprise
to see ‘conflicts’ taking place, when the revolt of the
masses and violent clashes petween the various bour-
geois and petit-bourgeois fractions tend to overlap sim-
ultaneously. This explains why in a few countries one
can find the emergence of regimes making usc of a
populist language or refined nationalism and constantly
- harping on the string of patriotism. This is of course
done to pressurise imperialism whilst breaking the
organisational automonv of the masses. But these re-
gimes are interludes, they represent at a given moment
the balance of forces bétween the masses and imperial-
ism, and between different bourgeots and petit-bour-
geois fractions. This type of bonapartism is in no way
similar to the Bonapartism of Sekou Toure’s in 1960.
History dees not repeat itself in such exact patterns.
The objective conditions which determine military re-
formism in Dahomy or in Malagasy Republic are very
different from those which brought the left wing of
the R.D.A.L to power. 'The socsal torces that are now
involved are not the same; the inclinafions to comprom-
ise with imperialism are stronger given the high level -
of militancy displayed by the masses. Hence-the reason
why they will last but for a time only to stregthen one

or the other of the two decisive classes; the working
class and peasant masses or imperialism

_The Massemba-Debat regime and that of N Gouabi
in the Congo have been the first of the sort. ‘As an'ex-

- pression of the contradictions of neocolonial Congo

the nationalist fraction of the army elevated its dem-
agogy to the highest level of mystification. But this
famous ‘Popular Republic of Congo’ never severed its
links with the imperialist market. In fact the bonapart
tist nature of N’Gouabi lasted only during the period of
of instability between the masses and the right. So,
when the Congolese bourgeoisie decided to strike a
“deep blowagainst the left of the P.C.T.2, the centsist
current vanished into thin air. N'Gouabi became more a
a prisoner of the right, of Yhanbis and various other
mercenaries. We shall bear in mind a few of the salient
features from this episode: the presence of radical
élements within the state apparatus and within the
P.C.T., their consequent downfall and their pragmatic
attempt to lead a revolutionary struggle today. :

tasks of vanguard

Such a new political situation in many Airican
countries poses an essential problem for revoiutionar-
ies: what is to be the practice of the vanguard? What
should be the correct slogans and its attitude towards
the neocolonial state? Fornationalist mystifications
can have 4 strong influence on new vanguards still under
under the domination of naticnalism. Indeed the
M.F.M.3 and Monima in the Malagasy Republic, the
Patriotic Youth League in Dahomy and Diawara and
his comrades all face this problem. Besides this is also
a suitable arena for discussion to dispel once and for
all any illusion in nationalism as an ideology and to
explain that the socialist revolution shows the only
way forward. Further we have to denouce the Soviet
and Chinese bureaucracies who support such regimes
under the pretext of the ‘national state’. In this, they
reject the ABC of Leninism and stab the masses right
in the back.

.

Wefl should revolutionaries support these regimes
or not? Should they join them? Should they play
one fraction of the bourgeoisie against the other?
Should they trust the anti-imperialism of some sec-
tions of the bourgeoise? Indeed the answers to these
questions depend very much on the elucidation of
two pretiminary problems;

1. Is the socialist revolution possible in Africa?
2. Can the working masses be organised on a class
programme? o

Let us briefly go back to our starting point: the
neocolonial state is the reflection of the balance of
forces between the masses and imperialism as it was
at the close of the sixties. As such it is the guardian -

.of the global interests of capitalism both on a national

and an international scale against the working class

. and the poor peasants. Therefore support of Raman-

antsoa in the Malagasy Republic or participation in the
N'Gouabi regime would mean accepting that the state
loses its class nature by a putsch. But those who
suggest such a practice do not go far enough. They




prefer to-say rather that whilst retaining its bourgeois
nature the particular regime offers new perspectives
to ‘setious anti-imperialists’. Thus we confront once
more the theory of revolution by stages and the anti-
imperialist national front’.

"It would be useful first to clarify the erroneous
conception which some African comrades have as
regards the theory of Trotskyisis of the colonial rev-
olution. Is it true that because of its dependence on
imperialism the national bourgeoisie is unable to oppose
oppose In oy way imperialist domination? This is
obviously false. But the struggle against foreign econ-
“omic domination is not an anti-capitalist struggle; it
periains to the bourgeois democratic revolution and
does not involyve any rupture with the capitalist mode
of production. In fact anti-colonial struggies have
demonstrated that a fight against foreign oppression
can be waged by bourgeois lavers (as the planters of the
the Ivory Coast did) Of course, new forms of oppres-
ston have emerged with formal independence. But
the main lesson to pe drawn from a decade of neo-coi-
onialism is that the national bourgeoise is unable to
launch any process of industrialisation. Conseguently,
they are unable to create a local market and o acheive
the longdrawn out process of forming a classical nation.
Thus, Trotskyists do not deny the fact that in the im-
perialist epoch various national bourgeoisies can not
initiate a struggle for some demands relevant to a
bourgeis democratic revolution. On the contrary, on
various occasions we have underlined that the beginning
of these struggles was conducted under the feadership

- of the bourgeoisie or the petit-bourgeoisie.

But we are totally opposed to the myth which erects
barriers between various revolutionary tasks converting
them into historical stages. The theory of permancnt
revolution is built on the law of uneven and combined
development, ie. the combination of tasks which the
masses int a backward country are simultaneously faced
with. This law of history results from what Lenin used
to term the ‘Higher Stage of Capitalisny’, that is, the in
internaional domination of capital. Now, the national
bourgeoisie is tied to imperialism through the ramifica-
tions of the world market; it is alsc linked with the

compraaor bourgeoisie through the know of the local
market. $o when the peasant masses rise against the
puppet state, against the usuries, against the comprador
property owners, they attack also the invested capital
of the national bourgeoisic. They thus create a revelu-
tionary situation where the rule of all owning classes
"is severely challenged. So the peasant struggles con-
tributes t- the strugele of the proletariat against the
private property of the national bourgeoisie itself.
These are the fessons of April 1971 and May 1972
in the Malagasy Republic.

All this demonstrates how some bourgeois layers
can initiate a strugele for certain demarnds of the bour-
geois democratic revolution. But they cannot fulfili
them entirely; for instance the agrarian question will
remain untouched and neither will the severingof links
with the world market, a necessary condition for a
free national accummlation to be effected. Finally, and
especially, due to its fear of the rise of the masses,
and since the revolutionary process (albeit starting
around nationalist demands) inevitably prompis the
peasant and working masses to struggle for their own
demands, the national bourgeoisie will inevitably
join the camp of counter- revoiunon w1thm a matter
of seconds.
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choices..

Consequeatly there are two choices for any African
country in the grips of a continued process of struggle
by the masses and by a bourgeois fraction; either the
victory of counter-revolution will prevail if the bour-
geoise remains at the leadership of this process in
which case even the bourgeois democratic demands
will net be fulfilled; or the proletariat and its revelu-
tionary party will have {o win the hegemony over the
rural and urban petit-bourgeoisie. In the latter case
the socialist revolution can triumph. This means rhe
establishient of the dictatorship of the proletariat
allied with the poor peasantyy, and the combination
of the tasks of the democratic revolution, and the ful-
fullment of the essential tasks of the proletarian rev-
olution.

We therefore reject the separation between the stage
of ‘real independence’ and the stage of ‘socialism’. For
all these tasks are mixed together by reascn of the class
reality and the balance of forces between the various
classes in the countries under imperialist domination.
We reject too the Menshevik and Stalinist theory of
revolutionary stages, not only because the national
bourgeoisie is unable to bring the anti-imperjalist struggle
struggle to its conclusion, but also because we refuse
to postpone fo a later date the uprising.of the workers
and peasants which will unavoidably take place on a
class basis. .

For these reasons, then, it is wrong to present the
Victnamese or Cuban revolution as a ‘struggle for
national liberation’. Revolutionary marxists must
see in these revolutions a typical combination of the
struggle formational liberation, the agrarian revolution,
democratic freedoms and the class interests of the
pioletariat. And this is regardless of the intentions of
the !eaderships as the struggle unfolds.

the national guestion

But does thatr imply the African Trotskyists disagree
with all slogans on the National Question? The ans-
wer is clearly: no.. Indeed, Lenin and Trotsky have es
established a clear distinction between the right of
nations to self determination and the principled
apposition against petit-bourgeois and bourgeois
nationalists. For in the epoch of imperialism, nation-
alism becomnes reactionary as an ideology since it is
opposed to the independent organisation of the work-
ing class necessary to win the specific class cbjectives
of the proletariat and the poor peasantry, and also the
international solidarity of workers all over the world.
Indeed, class struggle politics reject the concepts of
‘national solidarity’ and the ‘comumion nauonal interest’
In the African countries petit-bourgeois nationalism is
a narrow and restrictive substitute and hides the ob-
jective combination of national emancipation and _
social liberation. When bandied around by a Raman-
antsoa or a N'Gouabi, it becomes a mystification in
order to hinder the independent organisation of the
working class. Yet between sectarianism and opportun-
ism, revolutionary marxists should support the national
struggle for the self determination of the masses to-
gether with all its Hinguistic, cultural and political de-
mands; but at the same time bourgecis and petit-bour-
geois ndnonahsm should be denounced.

It is necessary also to distinguish the ex- E’ortuwuese
colonies and Southern Africa from the rest of the neo-,
colonial countries since foreign domination manifests...
itself differently in these two cases. But African'na:




tionalism, whatever be its dimension does not fall out-
side the scope of history and must be looked at in
terms of social forces. It is therefore necessary to
show that to take up stogans against the neocolonial
university (an example of cultural domination)is not
coniradictory to the struggle against petit-bourgeois
nationalism, which often influences African students.
Similarly one must show how agreement with the
slogans for the independence of the people of Angola is
is not contradictory to polemics against the national-
ist illusions of a section of the M.P.L.A. (Popular
Movement for the Liberation of Angola). This ex-
plains why we denouce the cooperation treaties
between France and the Malagasy Republic and
demands that the French pull out of Digge whilst at
the same time denouncing the regime of Ramanan-
tsoa and the A.F.K.M.# :

Once again it is immaterial whether these individ-
uals succeed or fail in making Bigesand leave or sev-
ering colonial links with France. For more important
is the capacity of the working and peasant masses to
win struggles hinging on these national demands and
also on the social ones, Why should we not do so
when it is-objectively possible to go beyond bour-
geois democratic demands? In the present historical
period, to stay within the limits of nationalist slogans
represents an immense degree of danger of being absor-
bed back into neo-colonialism Naticnal democratic
demands must be raised in ones revolutionary prop-
aganda. In the Malagasy Republic for example, faced
with the danger of regionalist divisions because of the
political tonfrontations between sections of the bour-
geoisie one must advance a body of anti-capitalist
stogans to unite the workers of the Plateau with those
of the sea coast. One must also organise the self-def-
ence of the workers against the fascist thugs controiled
by Belaunay and Resampa. '

utopia

It is not true that nationalist demands can not be
met by the bourgeoisie or even by imperialism. Some
militants also propose a united front - under the pre-
text that N'Gouabi and co. will be outflanked. This
is sheer utopia. 1t could have been possible if the
working class had won political and organisational.
hegemony over a miass movement; that is, in the last
analysis, if the Marxist revolutionary vanguard had
won hegemony. But in the present conditions in Africa
today, this would be naive triumphaiism if one takes
intu account the tremendous weakness of the African
vanguard. Purther there is also a risk that the bour-
geoisie and the petit-bourgeoisie will buy off the mass
movements. The ways to achieve this are diverse. It
can take the form of nationalisation without workers -

control thus allowing the bureaucratic petit-bourgeois- -

ie to accumulate private capital e.g. Congo. It can
also take the form of rupture of all links with French
imperialism whilst wheeling and edealing with another
imperialist country e.g. Dahomey. :
But should revolutionaries ¢onsider these manoeuv-
res as a lesser gvil? No! History has taught us that
these victories of the mass movement do not last long.
Too soon, these nationalist generus and populist gov-
ernments would launch an onslaught on the workers
to stabalise bourgeois power. As for the workers, they
see things differently and our nationalists of yesterday
would soon join the side of reaction to guash popular
unrest. Besides should they vacilate for any reason,

imperialism will jusi sweep them away to protect its
tong term inicrests before it is too late. Yet imperial- -

ism can very well allow some regimes to undermine so '
some-of its interests provided these reforms would
guarantee social rest in the long run and the real econ-
omic links are maintained. Good examples of this are

that of French imperialism in the Congo and US im-

perialism in Peru.

Let us then get rid, once and for all, of all iliusions
about national fronts, the anti-imperialist national
bourgeoisie, or of critical support io a reformist mil-
itary regime. A stop must be put to the myth of
national homogeneity against imperialist penetration.
On the contrary, the latter intensifies class struggles
and deepens sociai differences. The national ‘commun-

_ity” opposed to imperialism is a handful of local lackeys

and a fairy-tale to trap nationalists from the petit-
vourgeoisie. In fact this belief has been populdrised
by the Maoist concept of primary and secondary con-
tradictions. And this very same concept led the Pal-

- estinian resistance to suffer the bloody defeat by the

armies of their Arab Brothers’.

It rerging now to state precisely what gre the tasks
of revolufionarics. Many militants agree in principle
with the Trotskyist movement, but Jo not traslate this
this agreement into practice. To many of these the
cultural and political backwardness of African masses
seem to pose an insoluble problem: how can one talk
to an illiterate peasant about socialism? How t6 org-
anise the struggle given the verocity of imperialist '
oppression? Two answers, each one related to the
other must be given....huild the revolutionary vaiguard
party on the one hand, and on the cther hand have a
class programme equipped with slogans which can
raise the level of the consciousness of the masses. 1L
is no easy task nor is it an intellectual exercise to struc-
ture the vanguard with a common theoretical frame-
work. Indeed the conditions in which struggles are
unfolding in the imperialist epoch, the need to provide
aconcrete answer to each concrete situation, the neces-
sity to understand the dynamics of the political situa-
tion on the international plane in order to grasp the
balance of forces, the duty to state very clearly ones
position as regards the various tendencies in the inter-
national workers movement compel African revolu-
tionary marxists, as all others, to start building as of '
now a vanguard organisation based on a clear and un-
ambiguous programme. For no heterogeneous political
formation can survive for more than a few months.in
the conditions of struggle in nec-colonial Africa. This
incidently explains why there is no national agreement
against imperialisi.

But it is useless to scream about division as some
do, as soon as one of thelr own cadres expresses a
precise point-of view on some problem, especially if
it is in the mass organisations like that of FEANFS,
In fact the lack of a thorough debate caused by the
explosive situation compells everybody to express
their position clearly on strategy and tactics; this is
absolutely necessary given the political context of
Africa. Therefore, it is no surprise that the main ten-
dencies of the workers movement appear again in
these conditions. Nationalists, neo-Stalinists, and
revolutionary marxists confront each other more and
more. In order to structure the vanguard, revolution-
ary marxists must be able to intervene in the masses
as a compact force without capitulating to the petit-




bourgeois or opportunist pressuzes resulting from econ-
omic and cultural oppression. In addition, revolu-
tionary marxists must equip themselves with ihe
methods of clandestine operations, link all the strug!
gles together and prepare for the confrontation. A
vanguard organisation, must pledge itself te the build-
ing of the revolutionary party with an implantation

in the masses. It must also assume the role of political
and military leadership in the revolutionary period. If
no distinction is drawn between a mass organisation
and a vanguard one and if no strict procedure is ob-
served about recruitment, the security of other mil-
itants will be very quickly endangered. So will the
clarity of the political line. Opportunist deviations
will also emerge very quickly.- Indeed failure to org-
anise the vanguard in a rigorous way anid  distinct
from the mass movement befits only populists (“we
trust the masses™). This betrays a total misunderstand-
ing of the situation of these masses under imperialist
domiflation. It is equivalent to‘pretiyfying’ the real-
tiy of the neocolonial situation.

Thus the vanguard properly organised must Tulfill
its key task before the pre-revolutionary crisis. It must
raise the consciousness of the masses and educate the
workers politically. Hence it is incorrect tosay: ‘We
.cannot do anyiking because the masses do not under-
stand us.” For this would imply that thethasses would
gradually educate themselves and gradually grasp the
necessity to struggle in order to join the vanguard. On
the contrary, the masses will never attain any revolu-
tionary consciousness if the vanguard does not intervene

“in the class struggle. This is a lesson from history ab-
out which Marx and-Lenia had theorised 2 long time
ago. Lenin in-fact, polemicised against Kautsky when
the latter failed to understand the need for revolution-
ary intervention. Lenin, on the other hand, understood
how revelutionary initiative can alter the balance
ot forces. [t is obvious that the global situaion is
determined by concrete objective conditions. But the
task of the revolutionary party is precisely to alter
these conditions in favour of a proletarian revolution
and rot to adapt to the present situation. This is the

only way by which the party can avoid opportunism
or adventurism and these are the two main dangers
facing revolutionaries if they do not understand the
relationship between the vanguard and the masses.

I these conditions it is imperative for African rev:
olutionary Marxists to formulate a series of slogans
which appeal to the masses at their present level of
consciousness and which can lead them through
struggles until they finaily become aware of the need
for proletarian revolution. Therefore a series of trans-
itional slogans which include demands of a bourgeois
democratic nature and also class demands will avoid
isolation among the differenit sectors and will acceler-

. ate the growth of a revolutionary consciousness. Such
a transitional programme will accentuate the mistrust
of the masses of petit-bourgeois leaders and nationalist
mystifications about the army. It will help to recruit -
the most radical elements from the working class,
peasantry and the student milieu. 1t will help in the
intervention in the villages by taking out the day to
day problems of the African peasant. Tt wili at the
same time propel some revolutionary peasants to in-
itate a ‘cultural revolution’ by intervening around the
programme.

By stating clearly that one is strictly towards a
cldss society and that power should be handed over

to workers councils and to the peasants and that work-
ers only should contro} the national economy in a
democratic way, can only alienate petit-bousgeois
nationalists from the vanguard. Who cares for these
half-baked Kerenskys still dazzled by the classical
European bourgeois state? d

Today, the key problem is to transform the sub-

+ jective factor and to level it with- the objective ones-

which are keeping the African revolution in effer-
vescence. The subjective factor is still very under-
developed and was abserit in May 1968 and May
1972 in the Malagasy Republic. For iilusions in re-
formisin, gradualism or nationalism will stili retain
some degree of strength so long as African revolu-
tionaries liave not displayed their efficiency and ded-
ication.

In the present conjuncture under the combined
upsurge of popular struggiés and crisis within the
neocolonial state apparatus, anti-imperialist militants
run the danger of falling straight inte the trap of right-
ist opportunism. For belief in the bourgeois democ-
ratic stage always ends up in implicitly or explicitly
supporting a reformist military regime. This stagist
conception of anti-imperialist struggle is the product -
of petit-bourgeois nationalism. Disregarding the pol-
itical and national realities in the epoch of imperial-
ism. the setting up of a bourgeois democratic state is
looked upon as the conclusions of the struggle. Or,
still it is the product of the Stalinist or neo-Stalinist
theory according to which one should struggle for
the stage of national democracy whilst socialism is

_postponed to to the Greek Calendar! Inany case

these two conceptions are often confused. In the
PAI6 Senegal, for example, one can easily discern
a neo-Stalinist approach on the part of the leadership
whilst recruitment is affected largely on a nationalist -
basis. The slogans are sufficiently confusing so as to
please everybody. '
We are here concerned with military reformist
regimes i.e. governments which are the outcome of
an unstable situation within the native bourgeoisie
and in their relationship with imperialism. Two exam-
ples will be very useful: Dahomey’s revolutionary gov-
ernment and the N’Gouabi regime of the Congo. In

both these cases, reformist myths exercise a strong pre-

pressure over radicalised elements. In fact it was
stronger than any serious analysis on the neocolonial
state apparatus and social formation could have anti-
cipated. '
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On the 31 October 1972 the Ligue Nationale de
la Jeunesse Patriotique (LNJP} wrote an open fetter
to the military revolutionary government which had
just seized power in Dahomey. In its opening sen-
tence the LNJP stated its conception of the Dahom-
eyan social formation: “except for a few profiteers
and businessmen grafted to the old regime in order to
enrich themselves, the coup d’etat of the 26 October
was generally welcomed by the Dahomian public
opinion. The proclamation and the formation of
the new government were also welcomed. A ‘handfuli’
of people as opposed to ‘public’ opinion! Once more
we see the age old concept of ‘whole nation” against
imperialism. Are we quoting in good faith? Yes, for
in the next page one cap read this gem: ‘there is one
thing everybody can be sure of - it is entirely up to
you the government, to transform the power which
was $€17e0 Dy arms Into a broad popular power, into
a really revolutionary force against which every for-
eign power and every 1mper1ahst country will be
helpless.’

Is this nationalism or not? Yes, since this famous
‘national” and democratic revolution that the LNJP
calls for, will be created by a ‘revolutionary couneil for
national salvation’ andy by the ‘political conference
of the people’. The latter was set up by the military
government and composed partly of delegates from
mass crganisations and partly of nominees from the
army and police. Sincere militants who today are
clinging to this caricature of ‘anti-imperialist strategy’
should quickly realise their mistake as they realise

" that.they have to accommaodate themselves to the
bourgeois state apparatus and are forced into a
-course of ultra opporiunism. - not it means that they
they are unable to understand the root causes of the
regimes demagogy.

As a second example we will consider the aititude
of the ieft in the Congo {owards the leadership of the
PCTZ. On the 2nd April 1972 we wrote the following
in the Trotskyist magazine ‘Quatriemme Internationale’
about the strategy of Diawara and that of his comn-
rades within the PCT: *This reformist and gradualist -
strategy can not but lead to the same bloodbath as in
Indonesia and in the Sudan. N'Gouabi has stepped in
the shoes of Massemba Debat only in as much as he
has favoured “normalisation”. But he has gradually
eliminated the Left. The latter sensing imminent
defeat wanted to redress the situation by a putsch
thus displaying their political desperation. To have
hoped that the masses will politicise themselves when
in fact their mobilisation was being made more diffic-
ult, means a failure to understand that the workers
receive their best political education in the course of
and by the struggles. 'yhe masses do not become anti-
imperialist spontaneously. -Revolutionary marxists
must advance their struggle and base themselves on
the day to day fight against the bosses...the politics of

. the Left were leading to an impasse. 1n failing to
situate their own struggle alongside that of the revolu-
lionaries in Cameroon the left of the PCT had a narrow
nationalist outlook, it proved its reformism rather
than Marxism/Leninism. in the Congo as anywhere
else in Afvica, victory can only be achieved if one
transcends the national boundaries erected by imper-
fufism '

A Tew weeks later a self-criticism of the militants of -

ol the M22 (Moevement of the 22 Feburary 1972} was
being cireulated around in the Congo. Interestingly
enough one could read the same assesments; this is

why the 22 February is the sanction of history fora

series of wrong and bloody actions taken paradoxically
in the name of the “revolution™, clear criticism is
made of the loss of autonomy of the vanguard since
1943, of the lack of revolutionary work among the
masses at the expense of support and later participa-
tion in state power. e
There was also a criticism made of the subjectivism
that led to the proclamation of socialism in 1964
at the PCT’s congress and of the blanquism that led
io the putsch. We are reminded that the Congolese
state remains & bourgeois state and that the correct
policy for the vanguard is to destroy if. The M22
comrades write the following: “The African state, in
general, is ofien but a junior partner of the metropol-
itan capitalist state. It also at times prepresents the -
peak of the representatives of tribal power. The ques-
tion of the state apparatus is a key problem for all
those who wish to fight against imperialisni and {or
independence. When we analyse the downfall of

" N’Krumah in Ghana we realise that the greatest mis-

take of this great militant was not to have smashed
the state apparatus. Africa has no'other choice....in-
tergration (entryism) was nothing but the transfer
of arms from revolution to counter-revolution; it
was an act of liquidation. [t means nothing to speak
of the school of the people, of popular culture of

a new type of army, of an independent economy,
nothing will change as long as reaction wields, its
most powerful weapon -- the state apparatus’.

This was a rich balance sheet. Yet we do not
think that the M22 represents African marxism for as
we shall see later, many points still remain obscure
in this self criticism, particularly the reasons for the
defeat of April 1973. However Diawara’s and his
comrades selfcriticism does constitute a new and
sharp polemic on the nationalist governiment. Seen
trom this angle, we think that Diawara’s switch to
the guerilta warfare and the consequent regroupment
of the urban movement especially in the high schoals
have infused the anti-imperialist movement with a

fniew dynamism. Such a process is taking place when

the reformist image of the regime is being eroded and
giving way to a more classical reactionary police state.

We can not endorse totally the self criticism of
the M22 comrades and regard them as having a clear
political programm. We will not take up here every
single ambiguity in their text. Yet one point has to
be made. 1t concerns the three essential coordinates
that the M22 proposes for an anti-imperiaiist struggle.
They are; (a) a proletarian organisation tied to the
masses, (b} an army led by this organisation-and (¢)

a united front of classes and revolutionary groups
(anti-imperialist front). Somewhere else in their text
the comrades add that the army is subordinate to the
organisation. Nothing further is said about the organ-
isation of the proletariat.

We are not claiming that the M22 has no opinion
on this question. Yet it is significant that this poins is
not clearly explained when indeed the key problem is
in fact the structuring of the vanguard, of its program-
matic relationship to the masses. The self criticism
played an important role in crystallising the urban
movement; we realise that it was not meant as a pro-
grammatic declaration, however it is clear that ¢ven
for the M22 it had more importance than a mere
conmmunique. :

Accordingly we will point out one of its flaws. _
There is no theorisation of the process of building the
party, instead we notice an emp]rlr.al approach when '
this question is treated!




Secondly, is this “army led by the organisation”
an armed wing of the organisation or an armed mass
movement? These are not mere minor impressions.
From Tchad to Erythrea, from the attempts of the
PAl*at the beginning of {he sixties to the Simbas in
the Congo-Kinsasha, the question of revolutionary
violence has been treated in different ways. Some-
times the consequence have been disastrous. In view
of the lack of clarificaiton on this point, we are afraid
that the M22, though it quite correctly denounces.
Blanquism, has itself taken a blanquist line.

The last point is one the question of the united
frent of all classes, which is to be the anti-imperialist
front. Such a formulation comes as a real surprise
since it is not preceded by any analysis of the Congolese
sucial formation. More surprising dees it sound when
we recall that participation in the Government and
in the PCT was justified as & strategy in the name of
the “anti-imperialist united front”. Which then are
the classes likely to participate in a united front led
by the profetarian organisation? What is the necessity
for this front? No answer is provided. Is it the myth -
of the mational bourgeoisie which comes back through
the window after having left through the door?

The daily experiences of the world revolution vin-
dicate fully the theory of permanent revolution.
Equally, experiences show that frontist strategies
always end up in a bloodbath in favour of imperialism.
Thus, many organisations, in their attempts to reconcile
fire and water seek to theorise their practice whilst at

the same time clinging to stalinist or traditional nation-
alist schemas. An example is the revolutionary com-

mittee of the UPC7, which claims to be the revolution-
ary party. Whilst stating clearly thai the working class
is the revolutionary class, they still call for the crea-
tion-of an united front for the formation of a “*provi-
sional government based on popular and national unity
following the negotiations between the UPC and

- other progressive forces”. In another statement
{(12.4.72) they claim (o strive towards a “new democ-

ey
racy .

stalinism?

Do we then make a distinction between nationalism
and stalinism? Why do we polemicise boih agaisnt
the PAl and the ILNJP as they do not have the same
history and the same strategy? The answer is simple:
in the African reality there seems to be an implicit con-
vergence of the gradualist stalinist concepts and the
stalinist ones. For the slalinists, the main emphasis is
_to sfick to the traditions of the last years of the Third
" International, which aimed at maintaining the status
quo in the world. For the nationalists, the conclusion
-of the struggle should be a bourgeois state that repres-
ents the aspirations of the urban petit-bourgeoisie.

This programmatic affinity is centered around a
whole series of vulgar nationalist econcepts. That
explains why neo-stalinists take up nationalist themes
in an oppertunistic manner. Did not the French Com-
munist Party, greatly admired by the PAL, support
for years the RDA and Houphet-Boigny? Does not
the PCF still to-day support the AFFM$ the represen-
tative of the Merinas bourgeoisie in the Malagasy Re-
public?

This is easily explicable. Given its incapacity to
build a real African stalinist movement (which would
have required an implantation in the African working -
. class), stalinists have had to fall back on the notorious
“anti-imperialist classes and layers”. ‘Yet, this does’

and the struggles of the vanguard must aim B ils

L
not mean that the PAl is a classical stalinist organisation
[t represents a junction where the foreign policy of the
PCF and. the interests of the urban nationalist layers
meet.

We believe it extremely important to polemicise with
with organisations like the PAl and the LNJP. Ata -
time when the African revolution is gaining its second
momentum, we believe it to be our task to point out
the choices invalved. Are we all for the socialist revolu-
tivn or for a caricature of revolution? In the years
to come, the young African generation will be pre-
occupied with the debate on the revolutionary strat-
egy and the construction of a revolutionary party. At
the end of this debate, the political arena in Africa
must have undergone a profound ehange; there must
emerge In a few countries revolutionary organisations;
they are indispensable for victory.

But it would be utopian to expect “pure’” revolu-
tionary organisations, immiune to deviations in a
continent which has been for so long racked by imper-
ialism, dominated by nationalim as the mobilising id-
cology of the mass movement. That is why the debate
-must continue, however sharp! The present period is
a decisive one for the African Revolution. The sol--
idarity and support of the European anti-imperialisi
movement must be assured. Yeti, in the last analysis,
only their day-to-day practice will distinguish authen-
tic revolutionaries from the petit-bourgeoisie.

That is why we fraternally salute the struggle fof
the comrades of the MEM in Malagasy Republic. They
identify themselves as participants “in the struggle for
the construction of a State, an economy and a Society
under the leadership of the revolutionary proletarian
masses”. These comrades publicly say: “ltisup to
the workers to decide  the use and the distribution
of the product of their labour. The revolutionary

protetarian masses will lead the people of the Malagasy
Republic in their revolution™. The struggles that took
place in 1971 and in 1972 are now beginning to bear
their fruits. The MFM, which propagandises the neces-
sity for the workers to take power, to exproprate both
French and national capitalists, constitutes a revolu-

_tionary pole which contributes to the process of

ideological clarification and of construction of the
revolutionary party. -

This article has attempted to deal with the petit-
bourgeois military regimes of Africa and has at the
same time taken up the debate between revolution
by stages and socialist revolution. It has also taken
up the organisational conclusions that flow from
such a debate. Only if marxists acknowledge the ac-

- tuality of the revolution as the determining tendency

of the epoch will this debate be correctly decided.
This does not mean that we believe that seizure of
state power i immediately on the agendain every.
African country. But it does mean that all the work




dtrectlon since on the international level, the struggle
between the world proletariat and the international
bourgeoisie blocks out the possibility of any classical
bourgeois democratic revelution. Contempt for
marxist revolutionary theory breeds disastrous conse-
quences, It leads inevitably to an abandonment of a
proletarian outfook and ultra-opportunist practive.

historical task

The new African revolutonary generation has an
immense historical task. 1t has to confront the deep-
crisis of neocolonialism and the failures of all reform-
ist experiences ranging from Tanzania to the Congo.

It has to confront the betrayals both of the Soviet

and Chinese bureaucracies. 1t must assurne the task of
-building revolutionary parties that will lead the African
masses 1o the seizure of state power and to the con-
struction of a socialist society. 1t must denounce the
nationalists and the stalinist who superimpose the myth
of “The Nation” on the reality of social classes.

~ There cannot be any revolutionary movement with-
out any revolutionary theory! In the coming years

the African revolutionary marxists have to address them

seives” to the following decisive tasks: to structure the
vanguard forces, to provide them with a precise
theoretical framework, to link it with the traditions
of the world working ¢lass movement and to equip
it with a series of slogans that advance the struggles
of the workers and peasants.
we cannot afford any confusion on these questions.

If we do we will miss what is most important: the in-
creased possibility today of smashing the neocolonial
state. a bourgeois state!

... Rassemblement Democratique African
African Democratic Regroupment
2. PCT.......Parti Congolais du Travail
Congolese Labour Party
3. MFM.....untranslatable into European languages
means ‘Power to the small ones’
4. AFKM...untranslatable Malagalese party (tike MFM)
5. FEANF...Federation des etudients noir en France
Federation of Black African students in France
6. PAL...... Parti Atricain pous Pindependence
African Party for Independence
7. UPC......Union of the Peoples of Cameroon
8. AFFM...untranslatable Malagasy party like MFM

C. Gabriel
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~Text of Appeal Signed by
LCR & Lotta Continua.

To soldiers, working people, revolutionary forces, and
and progressives!

The Portuguese revolutionary process has reached
a decisive point. The imperialist system, victim of the
the seneral crisis of its mode of rule in the world,
cannot Lolerate the advance of the revolution to vic-
tory in Portugal. It cannot tolerate the system of
capitalist exploitation and the power of the bour-
geoisie being destroyed in Portugal, for that would
mean a heavy defeat for imperialism, after the defeats
inflicted by the extraordinary victory of the peoples

" of Indochina.

In the present phase, all the principal contradic-
‘tions of the comination of imperialism are concen-
trating in Eurcpe and in the Mediterranean zone.
That is why the development of the revolution in
Portugal -- which has its roots in particular in the
fiberation struggle of the peoples of the colonies -
finds the possibility of victory in the crisis that is
racking this system of division and domination of
the world, which assured stability in the West after
the war. '

Portugal poses the struggle for the tight of peoples
to decide their own destiny free of any economic,
political, or military interference from imperialist
powers as one of primary importance in Europe.

It is only in the workers struggles and in the deep-
ening of the class struggle in Europe that the Port-
uguese revolution can find decisive support against
any attempt at the normalisation that the bourgeoisie,
national and international; wants to impose.

We also ask that internationalist solidarity with
Portugal be developed along with the broadest possible
mobilisations against all imperialist manoeuvres in
Angola. The struggle for total liberation and for the
victory of the only revolutionary and national force
in Angola, the MPLA, must be devetoped parallel

with the internationalist commitment in support ot

the revolutionary struggle of the Portuguese people.
We also call upon all workers, scldiers, sailors, and

revolutionary officers to make an effort to develop.

as rapidly as possible a broad mobilisalion throughout

turope in support of the organs of popular power.
We cannot wait any longer! Portugal will net be
the Chile of Europe!

— Against the imperialist encirclement and against
the econonic diplomatic, political, and military
sabotage of Portugal, against NATO; against the
provactions of the national and international bour-
geoisie, which are trying to block the Portuguese
revolutionary process, sgainst the attacks on
worker militants and otganisations. ’

— For total support io the working class, to the

proletarjat, the soldiers, sailors, and revolutionary
officers in the struggle against capitalism for
people’s power, proletarian democracy.

— “For support to the workers’ conmittees, soldiers
commmittees, tenants committees, and peasant
committees, bases of the future workers power.

— At the side of the Angolan people and its fighters |
of the MPLA in their offensive agamst the imperial-
ist forces.

— The signing organisations call on the workers,

youth, and solédiers, 1o participate in the interna-
tional week of solidarity with the Portuguese rev-
olution, September 21--28 (anniversary of the
victory of the Portuguese revolutionary workers
and soldiers against the first revenge attempt by
the bourgeoisie led by Spinola) and to make Sat-
-urday, 27 September, an international day of
demonstrations in all the countries of Europe.
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In the present world capitalist economic crisis we can not predict
the increases likely to ve incurred in producing, printing and posting
this journal. The economic crisis has of course disastrous effects on
- African countries and make the need for a revolutionary marxist
journal in the African milieu even more urgent. Because we know
you care about the revolutionary struggles in Africa, we ask you to
make a generous donation to the ‘Africa in Struggle’ fund drive,
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