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This pamphlet was written in 1920 for Russisn working class women
by Alexandra Eollontai, This is ita first translation intc Bnglish
to mark the 100th anniversary of Follombail's birth. Tho transla--
tion is by Alix Holt,

INTRODUCT TON - Aldx Holt

March 8th 1972 is the 52nd Internationsl Women's Day. But how
meny women in England are aware of this or loiow whaat this day

siands for?

ternational Women's Day was first orcanised to draw more women
inte political activity, It was called "Working Womenls Day?
and zimed at making working class wonmen more consecious of the
undenceratic nature of our s0—¢called democracies and at developin:
in them the consciousness thot there was scme way in which this
soeiety could be chenged,
Women socialists in every Eurvopean country started calling meetings,
writing pamphlets ang organising worlking women. In the vears
before 1919, internsational conferences were held in Stuttgart and
Copenharen where the common aims and methods of agitaetion of the
different neticnal movements could be worked out. These
conferences were successful in integrating the fight for the vote
for women, in opposing the middle-class suffragettes who saw the
franchise and property Tights as the end of the strugsle and in
maintaining the socialist perspective of the international women's
novempent.

During the First World War the internationsal links of the working
class movements broke, as workers everywhere, instead of fighting
together asainst their sovernments, began fighting for thedir
sovernments and against each other, The natiomel and international
working women's corganisations collapsed.

Then in Russia, in 1917, the workers and peasants overthrew the
old rulifag class, In February the Tsar was forced to akbdieste,
and men commitved to a constitutionsl, rarlimmentary type of
government took over the Tumning of the country. 3But they could
not cope with the economie ang sociel disintegraticn produced 552
the war, by peasant rebelliom and urban unrest, The pecple wantesd
bread to eat, land to live by, an end to the fighting and they
therefore welcomed the secona revolution and the establishment of
the Dbolshevik government that promised them these things.,

The new itussia was to be a soeialist Russia, ninety per eent of
the population would no longer have to sweat every day for long
hours to pay for the carriages and country houses of the idle ten
per cent, Everyone would now work and all would work for the
collective, for the new society., 2

Times were hard. The country was in chsos. There was hunger.
Communications had broken down, civil war was in progress and
troops from almost every country in Furope were fighting on
Russian sodil in an avtempt to defeat the new government. But the
revoluticn had done away with the old system of capitalisn.

From now on the factories and ihe land would be owned Ly the
people., And so there was Z#reat hope about the future, about the
new society that would be alle to offer all people a better 1ife,
The new society had 2 lot +o offer women. Women would be for the
first time egual. They weuld be relieved of all the domestic
tasks which h=d previously chained them to the home. Public
canteens, laundries and other services would he set ups. 4nd they
wWould no longer be burdened ky all the cares of bringing up
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ehildren since ¢reghes, Kindergsrfens;-schools snd ofher facilities
were Lo e established.,

pportunity of helping create the new
life. ©she would ve a port of the collective, working o estoblish
2 pukliec eccnopmy and she would take pars in all soecial decision
making and all soecial orgamisation. Bauslity would no lupger be
just "= degal phrese — 1% would be a description of realily.

¥very women would have the o)

But women had never taken pert in nublic life and it wes not sasy
to educate them into takins the opportunities that the revolution
offerett. The new sovernment set up special orgenisstions in
every town and village tn do political. weork amonsst women. The
ramphlet "International Women's Day" was written in 1920 by
alexandrza Kollontal as part of a campaisrn o feach wemen abrut the
histery of the working class movement and the stzugsle for women's
equality, about the gains of 1917, how they must crgamise and Tirht
to establiish the new scciety whaich would suarantee their
1diberation,

Alexendra Kollontai was the Minister of Sgciel Welfare dn the
first Uolshevik government, and was the only woman to hold such

a post, Dorm in 1872 into a wealthy famify snd trought wp in
comfort and seclusion, Kollontai nevertheless hecapme invelved in
the political gunestions of the time, At the ape of 26 she had
left her hustand and pgone to Switzerland 4o receive the university
education still denied to women in Dussiz. Returning to 86,
Teteraburg she took part in revolutionary activities, Threatened
with arrest in 1909, she was forced to leave for Burcpe where

she remained until March 1917,

Involved Lotk in the internativnal women's nmovement and in the
organisation of working women in Huseisd, Kollantai had ailways
teen concernsd with analyeing the position of women under
capitalipn, their relationship to th e revoluticnary movement
ant. the strurgle for socialism. The oppression of women is a
complez and many sided oppression, and Knllantei was therefore
involved in discussing the family , the education of children,
mavernity and personal relaticnships . She shows how these
Qestions are fundamentally connected with the total orcanisaticn
of society, how an institution like the family adapts and chences
to sult the needs of scuciety.

The =roobt of women's sutordinate posiftion lies in the economic
crganisation of scciety and thws =2lthrush the liberation of

wopen ia an essential part of the fight for socialism it is o
rart of this general struggle.

The working class is for Kollonmtai  the revolubionary class,

the class that will te instrumental in kringing about a sccialist
society and she thus devotes her energies to propasonia and
organisation among workings women. Ieasant women, working woman
and the wives of workers are cverburdened by their household
cares and looking after their children, bhuf they cen cnly Fighs
their position in the homes from & position gutside the homs.

It is at their place of work that women come Lofetner and ca

be organised, and it is here that the Iight for better conditions
both in the home and in the factory will he fought for.

1t is true that Kollontai later failed to carry on the fight for
her ideas, and this a subject for ancther article. We do not
think that this invalidates the ideas themselves or the importance
of her earlier work,

e o e wSSe— e o— ————
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The lessons thai we can ¥ arn from the Scoviet experience are mony,
In February 1917 the first larse demonstration leading to the
overthrow c¢f the Tsar was on Werking Women's Day (the old Hussian
calendar causes the discrepancy in (ates) when the womer demon~
strated for the return of their men from the war and demanded
bread for their children. This was the first of many strikes

and demonstrations which led to the seizure of power in Ccicber
1917« and it was then that & start could be made on changing

the lines cf the working men and women of the new Sovist State,

And are conditions in 19771 Britain kasically very different from
pre revoluticnary Russia? We have a soclety where power is
vested in the hands of a few - (whatever the talk atout g _
pluraiistic society. Ask the one or two million unemployed in
Britain how much power they have?) The workers are still ex-—
ploited, their lsbour power is being used to provide profits

for the few; poverty is still rife, opportunities for men and
women are girangled from birth; housing is inadequate; over half
the population - those who are wemen — are still turdened with
the respensibilities of the home as well as teingz super exploited
at work. These are the same women whose work is usually semi-
skilled or unskilled, who are paid less than the men, and who
8till shoulder all the responsitilities for the children snd the
care of her husband., .

Cbviously for us to change this sdeiety, women as well as men
must play a part in the change; they must participate in trade
unions and political crganisations.

Kollontai, in 1920, would prolably have thought thet by now
life would be orpanised in such a way that a "Working Women's
Day" woul have no point.

But working women have yet fo win thie wew life. They have
yet to win a world where society relievss the working woman
of material cares and leaves her time and strength to tzke
part in the life of the community,

Workingz women nust fight at their place of work for betier
conditicns in the factory ar office and for tetter cconditions
in the home ,

The 6 million un-unionised women workers must Join unions.,

The 2 million women already in unions must organise, Working
women must organise to fight for equal vay, for egual work -
for workers' control over wages and conditions. Working women
mist organise to fight for the setiting up of creches znd other
public faeilities.

Working women must take an active part in the struggle of the
working class against rent incresses and risings prices,

If we read avout "Internaticnal Women's Day" in 1920 and consider
cur situation today we see more clearly what working woumen have
20t to fight for =ud how they nust get togethsr to start

4 Socialist Woman Special produced by North Tondon Socialist
Woman, 182 Fentonville Road, London N.1






INTERNATI QWAL WOMEN'S DAY

Mexandra EKollontad

A MILITANT CELEBRATTION

Women's Day or Working Women's Day ig = day of international
solidarity and a day for reviewing ths strength and the
organisation of proletarian women,

But this is not. a special day for women alone, The 8th of
March is =z historic and nemorable dagy for the workers and
peasants, for all the hkussian workers amd for the workers of
the whole wortkd, In 1917, on this day the great February revo-
Intion hroke out, It was the working women of Petersburg who
began this revolution; it was they who first decided to raise
the banner of opposgition against the tsar and his associates,
And so Working Women®s Day is a double celebration for us,

But if this is a general holiday for =all of the proletariat,
why do we call it "Women's Day"? Why then do we hoid special
celebrations and meetings aimed above all at the women workers
and the pesasant women? Doesn't this Jjeopardise the unity and
solidarity of the working class? To answer these guestions
we have to look back and see how Women's Day came about and
for what purpose it was organised,

HOW AND WHY WAS WOMEN'S DAY ORGANISED?

Not very-long ago, in fact about ten years ago, the question
of women'ts equalisty, and the question of whether women could
take part in government alongside men was being hotly debated,
The working class in all capitalist countries struggled for
the rights of working women: the bourgeoizie did not want to
accept these rights, It was not in the interest of the
bourgecisie to strengthen the voice of the working class in
parliament, amé in every country they hindered the passing of
laws that gave the vete to working women, Socialists in
North America insisted on thelr dememds for the vote for women
with partioular persistence, -On the 28th of February 1907,
the women socialists of the U,S5,A, organissed huge demonstra-
tions and meetings all over the country, demending politicsal
rights for working women, This was the first "Women's Day",
The initiative in organising a women'!s day thus belongs to
the working women of Americz, In 1910 at the second -
Internationgal Conference of Socialist Working Women, Clarag
Zetkin brought forward the guestion of organising an Inter-
national Working Women'is Day, The Conference decided that
every year, in every country, they should celebrate on the
same day a Women's Day under the slogan "The wvote for women
will unite our strength in the struggle for socialism",

During those years the question of making parliament more
democratic, i.e, of widening the franchise and of extending
the vote to women was a vital issue, FEven before the First
World War, the workers had the right to vote in al11 bourgeois
countries except Russiz, Only women, aicng with the insane,
remained without these rights, Yet, at the same time, the
harsh reality of capitalism demanded the participation of
wonen in the country's economy, Bvery year there was an in-
crease in the number of women who had to work in the factories
and workshops, or as servants or charwomen, Women worked
alongside men and the wealth of the country was created by
their hands, But women remained without the vote, But in the
last years before the war the rise in prices forced even the
most peaceful housewife to take an interest in questions of




politics and to proftest loudly against the bourgeoisiels

econiomy of plunder, "Housewives' uprisings'" became increasingly
frequent, flaring up at different times in sustria, England,
France and Germany, The working women understood that it

wasn't enough to break up the stalls at the market or threaten
the cdd merchant: they understocd that such action doesn’t bring
down the cost of living. 7You have to change the poliftics of

the government, And to achieve this, the working class has

to see that the frenchise 4s widened, It was decided o have

a Women's Day in every country as a2 forp of struggle ingetiing
working women to vete, UThis day was to be a day of infer-
national sclidarity in the fight for common objectives and a

day for reviewing the organised strength of working woman under
the bamner of sccisziism,

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAT DAY

The declsion taken at the second International Conference of
Socialist Women was not left on paper. t was decided fo hold
the first International Women's Day on the 19th of March 1911,
This date was not chogsen at random, Our German comrades picked
this day because cf its historic importanze for the German
proletariat, On-the 19th of March in the year of the 1848 re-
volution the Prussian king recognised for the first time the
strength of the armed people and gave way before the threat

of a proletarian uprising, Amohg the many promises he made,
which he later failed to keep, was the introduection of the wota
for women, After Jammary of 1911 efforts were made in Germany
and fAustria to prepare for Women's Day, They made known the
plans for a demonstration both by word of mouth and in the press.
During the week before Women's Day two journals appeared:

"The Vote for Women" in Germany and Women's Day" in Ausiria,

The wvarious articles devoted %o Women's Day - "Women amd
Parliament", "The Working Woman & Munioipsl Affairs", "What has
a -housewife got to do with politics?" ete - analysed
thoroughly the guestion of the eguality of women in the govern-
ment and in scciety, All the articles emphasised the same
point: that it was absolutely necessary to nmake parliament
rore democratic by extending the franchise to women, The first
Intfernational Women's day btock place in 1911, Its suecess
exceeded all expectation, Germany and Austria on Werking
Vomen's day was one seething trembling sea of women, Meetings
were organised everywhere - in the small towrs and even in
villages, Halls were packed so full that they had to ask
workers fo give up their places to the wemen., This was certainly
the first show of militancy by the working women, Men atayed
at home with the children for a change, and their wives, the
captive housewives, wenlt To meetings. In fustria there was
confliet with the police, During the largest street demon-
stration in which 30,000 were faking part, the police decided
to remove the demonsirators' banners: the women workers made
a stand, In the scuffle that followed, bloodshed was averted
only with the help of the socialist deputies of perliament,

In 1913 International Women's Day was transferred to the 8tn
of March, This date has remained the working women's day of
militanecy,

IS WOMEN'S DAY NECESSARY?

Women's Day in Burope and in imerieca had amezing results. It's
true that not a single bourgeois parliszment thought of making
concessions to the workers or of responding to the women's
demands, For at that time the bourgecisie was not threatened
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by & wmocialist-revolution, But WUomen's Day did achieve sone-
thing, t turned ouv zbove-all to be an excellent nethod of
agitation amongst the less political of our proletarian
gisters., They could not help but turn their attention to the
nretings, denonstrations, posters, pamphlets and newspapers
thet were devoted to Working Women's day, Even the politieally
bac.ovard working wonen thought to herself: "This is our day,
the festival for working wonen", and she hurried to the
neztings and Gemonstrations, A4fter each Working Wonen's Day
neee women joined the socialist parties and the trade unions
giew, Orgenisation improved and political consciocusness
developed,

Wepen's Day scrved yet another functiom, it strengthened the
international solidarity of the workers, The parties of dif-
ferent countries usually exchange speakers for this cececasion:
corman conrades go to England, English comrades go to Holland.
ete, The internationsgl cohesion of the working women has
become stroag and firm and this neans that the fighting
strength of the proletariat aos o whole has grown, These are
the cesults of the working wonen's day of pilitancy. These
resi.ts show that those who talk as if it's not worth holding
a gogarate militant Women's Day are nistoken, The eéxperience
of ihese many years teaches sorething different, The daoy of
werking wonen's nilitoney heips inerease the consciocusness

and organisation of proletarion wonen, And this neons that
ivs contribution is essential to the success of those fighiing
for o better future for the working class,

WOMNEW WORKERS DAY IN RUSSTA

The Russian workling women first took part in "Working Wonmen's
Day" in 1915, This was a tine of recction when tsorisn held
the workers ond peasants in its vice-like grip, There could
be no thought of cclebrating "Working Women's Doy" by open
dercnstration, But the organised working wonen were able to
parc their internaticnal day, Both the legal newsnapers of
the working class - the Bilsheviks! Pravda and the Menshevik
Locch - corried arvicles sbout Interfational Wonen's Day:
they cerried special artieles, portraiis of some of those
Tighting and taking part in the working wonen's novenent,

@l greetings fron foreign comrades such as Bebel and Zetkin,
I those bleck years neeitings were forbidden, But in
Pietrograd, at the Ealashoikovsky Exchange, those wonen
workers who belonged to the Porty organised a "Morming Teoch-
-1 on the Wormon Question", Entrance was 5 kopecks. Tnis

was an illegal neeting but the hall was atasglutely packed,
Members of the Party spoke. But this animated "eclosed"
neeting hod hardly finished when the police, alarmed ot such
proccoedings, intervened and arrested nony of the speakers, It
was of great significance for the warkers of the world that
the yonen of Russia, who lived under tsarist repression, should
Joir in and sonehow manage fo aclmowledge with oetions Inmter-
national Wormen's Day, This wos o welcone sign that Russia
was waking up and that the tsorist prisons and gallows were
powerless to kill the workers' spirit of struggle and protest,

In 1914, "Wonen Workers! Day in Russia was better orzonised,
Both the workers' newspapers concerned thenselves with the
ceiebration, Our conrades put o lot of effort into the pre-
paration of Russia's "Wonmen Workers' Day", Because of police
intervention, they didn't nanage to organise a denonstration,
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Those Involved in the planning of the "Wonen Workers! Doy"
found thenselves in tsarist prisons, ond nany were later oent
to the eold North, For the slogan of "etruggle for the working
wonan's vote" has naturally become in Russia zn open call

for the overthrow of the tsarist autocracy.

WODIEN WORKER?S Da¥ DURING THE TMPERIALIST WAR

The first World War broke out, The working class in every
country was covered with the blood of war, In 1915 =méd 1816
"Working Wonen®s Day" abroad was a feeble affair - left wing
Soc alist women who shared the views of the Russian Bolshevil
parsy tried to turn March 8th into a demonstration of working
wcnen against the war, But those socialist party traifszs in
Germany and in other countries would not allow the scelalist
woren to organise gatherings, and the socialist woren were ro-
fused passports to go to neutral countries where the working
worren wanted to hold international neetings and tc show that
in spite of the desires of the bourgeoisie, the spirit of
vorkers'! splidarity livsd on,

- 1915 it was only in Norway that they nanaged to orgenise

an International dermomstraticn on wonmen's day; representatives
Trom Russia amd neutral countries atiended, There could be

ne thought of organising a Women's Day in Russia, for here

The power of the tsarisr and the nmiliiary nochine was unbridled,

But then caie the great year of 1917, Hunger, cold amd the
trials of war vroke the patience of the women workers and the
peasant wonen of Russia, In 1917, on the 8%th of March (23rd
February) on Working Women's Day, they care boldly out inte
the streets of Petrograd, The woren - sonec were workers, aone
the wives of soldiers - demanded "Bread for our childrea" and
"The return of our husbands from the trenches®”, At fthis de-
cisive time the protest of the working women posed such a
threat that even the tsarist security forces did not darc
take the usual measures against the "rebels" but looked on in
confusgicn at the stormy sea of the people's anger,

The 1917 Working Woren's Day has becore pmencrable in historv.
On *nis day the Bussian wonen raised the torch of proletarizn
revoluticn and set the world cn fire, The Fehrmary revolution
narks its beginnings fron this day,

OUL_CALL TO BATTLE

"Jorking Wonen's Day" was first organised ten years ago im the
cenpaign as part of the campaign for the political equalify

of women and the struggle for rocialism, This ain has been
schieved by the working class wonen in Fussia., In the Sowiet
fRepublic the working wocmen amd peasants don't need to fight
Zor the frenchise and for their civil rights, They have
already wen these rights, The Russian workers and the peasanis
womel are equal citizens - in their hands is a powerful weap n
o niake the struggle for a better life casier - the right o
vote, to take part in the Soviets and in all collective organ-
isations,

But rights alone are nof enough, We have to learn to noke
use of them, The right to vote is a weapon which we have Ho
learn to master for our own benefit, and for the zoad of the

e
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workern! pepulilio. - In the two years of Soviet power, life
itaelf hac not been absolutely changed, We .are cnly in the
process of struggling for corrmnisn omd we are surrounded by
the world we have inherited fron the dark and repressive
rast, The shackles of the fanily, of housework, of prostit-
ution, still weigh heavy upon the working wonan, Working
wornien and peasant women can only rid thermelves of this
gitiation and achieve eguality in life itself, and not Jjust
in ‘2w, if they put all their energies into naking Soviet
Russia a truly comrmnist society.
£né 5o gquicken this comingz, we have first to put right
Rucsia'a shattered econony, We mmst consider the solving of
our two irnnediate tasks - the creation of a well orgonised
ard politically conscious labour force and the re-establishrent
or transport, If our arnmy of labour works well we shall
Suon have steam engines once more; the railways will begin to
Zunetion, This means that the werking nen and wonen wiil
get the bread, firewood and »aw materials they desperately
n=ed,

Getting transport back to nornal will speed up the viectory

of commmnisr, 4nd with the victory of comruniso will eone
the complete and fundamental equality of women., This is why
the nessage of "Working Wemen's Day" rmst this year be:
"Workting wonen, peasant women. M>thers, wives and sisters,
21l efforis to helping the workers and comrades in overcoming
the chaos of the railways and re-eatablishing transport.
Everyone intc the struggle for breal snd firewood and raw
materials "

Last year the slogan of the Day of Wonen Workers was: "all
%o the victory of the Red Froni"., Now we call working woren
o rally their strength on a new bloodless front - the
labour front] The Red Arny defeated the external eneny be-
cause U was organised, disciplined and ready for self-
Se2rifice, With organisation, hardwerk, self-discipline

and - slf-sacrifice, the workers! republic will overcome the
intemal foe - the dislocation transport and the econcny,
hunger, cold and disease, "Everyone to the wviectory on the
bloodless labour front! Bveryone to this victoryl!"”

IE- NEW T4SKS OF "WORKING WOMEN'S DaAY"

The Oetober revolution gave wenmen equality with nen as faor as
c.vil rights are concerned, The woman of the Russian prolet-
ariat, who was not so very long aro the nmost unfortunate oad
copressed; is now in the Soviet Republic able to show with
p-ide o conrades in other countries the path o political
equality, the complete liberation of wonen threugh the estab-
iishunt of the dictatorship of the proletariat snd seoviet
power, The situation is very different in the capitalist
countries where women are still over-worked and undexprivilegzad
In ithose countries the voice of the workinzg women is weak anid
1if=less, It is true that in wvarious countries - in Norway,
ausirgiia, Finland and in some of the stotes of North kmerica -
women had won civil rights even before the war,

-

In Gernany, after the Xaiser had been thrown out and a bourgeois
r2public established, headed by the "compromisers", thirty
8ix wonen entered parliament - but not a single conrmnist!
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In 1919, in England o wonen was,; Tor ' the first tire elected a
Member of Parliament, But who wss she? A "lady", That means
2 londowner, on-aristoerat;

In France, too, the guestion has been coming up lately of extendin:
the franchise to wonen,

But what use are these rights to woarkinr women in the franewsri
of boursecis parliaments? While the power is in the hands of the
capitalists and pioperty cwners, no political rights will save
the workin- women from the traditionzl position of slavery in
the heme and in society, The Freneh bourgeoisie cre ready to
throw another sop to the working class, in the fzce of the
Frowing influence of Bolshevik ideas amompst the proletariat:
they are prepared to give women the vote,

Mr, Bourgeois, Sir - If i3 too late!

ifter the experience of the SHussion October Rewolution it is clecor
to every workin:: woman in France, in England and in other
count=ies that enly the dictatorship of the wo kine class, only
the power of the Soviefa can gulrantee CollpLetc ol abeslute

equal ity, only the ultimate victory of comrmumnism will tear down
the century-old chains of repression omd lack of ri-hts, If th-
tagk of Internationcl "Working Women's Day" was earlier, in the
Taco of the suprenaey of the boursecis parliacments, +o fight for
the ~ight of women to vote, the workin class now has a new tash
bto o ganise working women around the fighting slogans of the Thira
Internavienal, Instead of demanding tc take part in the workin-
of the bourgeois parliement, listen to the call from Russia -

"Workin» women of 211 countries! (Organise a united proletarian
front in the strugsle against thoss whe are plundering the world!
Down with the poarliomentarisnism of the bourceoisie! We

welcorie soviet power! Away with the inegualities sufTered by
the working men ond women! We will firht with the workers for
the trivmph of world comnmnism!"

This call was first heard aridst the trials of a new oriery =n
the battles of the civil war it will be heard by ond it widl
strike 2o chord in the hearts of working women of other counsriac
The working women will listen and believe this call to be rishy,
Until recently they thought it was worth getting the vote and
they thought that if thev manared to send o fow representatives
to pariiansnt, their lives would be easier snd *he oppression
of capitalisn rore bearakls. Now they Imow otherwise,

Only the overthrow of ceopitelien and the establishment of Soviet
Power will save them from the world of suffering/, humiliations
and inequality that makes the life of the working woman in
capizalist countries sc hard, The "Working Wonen's Day" turns
rom 3 day of struggle for the franchise into an Anternmational
day of sirueple for the full and chbaclute literation of WOLIET,
whicl. means o struggle for the victory of the Soviets ocnd for
conrmmmisn! ?

DOV WITH THE WORLD OF PROPERTY AND THE POWER OF THE C4PIT.LI

£W.X WITH THE INEQUATLITY, LACK OF RIGHTS AND THE CPPRESSION OF
WOMEN - THE LECACY OF THE BOURGEOQIS WORID'

FORWARD TO THE INTERNATIONAL UNITY OF WORKING WOMEN AND
JOREZERS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE DICTATORSHIE OF THE
"PROLETARTAT - THE PROLETARIAT OF BOTH SEXES!
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