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Portugal and Spc'l“ih
- a common fate

The countries of the Iberian peninsula — Port-
ugal and Spain — are today the scene of the
most monumental class struggles on the Eurc-
pean continenl.

In Portugal the working class, following the
collapze of the bruial fascist regime thal kept
it down for so long, 1s shaking the capitalist
system in this corner of the continent io iis
very foundations. In Spain the fascist dictat-
orship still survives, but the Spanish working
class has placed itself at the head of a vast
popular mevement which is growing in streng-
th from day to day as both the dictatorship
and those capitalist groups who seek simply a
liberal facelift prove unable to meet its chal-
lenge either through brutal repression or liber-
al blandishments.

If the greal battles of Lhe internalional class war
during the past three decades have been centred in
that part of the globe ruthlessly plundered by im-
perialism — Asia, Africa and Latin America — today
they are erupting in Lhe very heartland of world cap-
italism. In 1917 Lenin Lried to explain the apparently
ironic fact that socialist revolution should have brok-
en out in Russia, the country least suited for it in
terms of its economic development, by saying that
‘the imperialist chain broke at its weakest link’. To-
day the weak links are again starting to buckle, and
they are to be found on the Iberian peninsula.

During the 1920z and *30s Spain and Portugal were
among a number of capitalist countries whose ruling
classes responded to the social and economic crisis by
imposing brutal fascist regimes in order to shatter the
resistance of the working class movement Both were
among the most underdeveloped of European capit-

alist nations, and both had known briel and unsuccess-

ful attempts by the capitalist class to rule through the
mstitutions of capitalisl democracy | Portugal from
1910—1926 and Spain from 1931—1936).

In each case this period was brought to a sharp end
by the only force capable of uniting all the quarrelling
factions of the ruling class and taking the decisive
action necessary to deal with the working class; the
army. In Portugal, where industrial development was
very limiled and the working class small and inexper-
ienced in political stroggle, Lhis was achieved with
little resistance. Bul in Spain, where Lthe workers’
movement had decades of experience of political
struggle under bolh military dictatorship and capital-
isl ‘democracy’, the reactionary military plot met
with an iron ring of proletarian resistance which was
only broken after three vears of bloody civil war.

The histories of Spain and Portu =al Vi ve always
been closely intert wined — in part becanse of the sim-
ilarities of the tvo countries, and in part through
conseious co-ordination. When, 1. years after their
Porluguese counterparls had take the road to die-
Latorship, the Spanish ruling class plunged into civil
war, the conflagration immediately spilled over the
border. The opposition Lo Salazar’s dictatorship,
who had for five years depended upon the territory
of the Spanish Republic as a base for their polilical
work, saw their fate inextricably linked with the anti-
fascist struggle in Spain. Portuguese volunteers were
recruited to join the international brigades and the
Spanish republican army, often using arms which they

had been accumulating Tor use against Salazar. In Sep-

tember of 1936, the crews of three Portuguese war-
ships moored in the River Tagus mutinied and iried
to take their ships Lo join the anti-fascist Spanish Oeet.
They were only stopped by shelling from Lisbon’s
shore batleries.

Omn the other side the Portuguese regime welcomed
the fascist rising, which had orginally been hatehed
in the Portuguese seaside resort of Estoril. From the
beginning the Franco forces were accorded every [acil-
ity on Porluguese soil. including Lhe transmission of
military supplies from Germany. As soon as it was
practical — in early 1938 — Salazar recognized Franco's
government as the official ruler of Spain, and as the
war drew Lo an end his police rounded up Spanish
republican refugees and dutifully passed them on Lo
Franco’s butchers. A special unit of reactionary Port-
uguese was formed to fight alongside Franco's army
— including in its ranks a later faithful spokesman of
the Portuguese capitalists, Antonio Spinola.

On the home front Salazar — who for long had tried
to avoid the trappings of the fascisi states, stressing
his regime’s *Catholic’ inspiration — felt compelled Lo
ereate his own storm troopers (Ehe Portuguese Legion)
and a [ascist-slyle youth corps (Portuguese Youth) in
order to combal Lhe danger of subversion from insur-
gent Spain.

In March 1939, ihe fraternity of the two dictator-
ships was sealed in the infamous “Tberian Pact’ of mut-
ual assistance. During Lhe war they drew even closer,
trying to maintain a two-man buancing acl between
the fascist Axis powers and the ‘democratic” Allies.
While their sympathy = often expressed in material
assistance (provision of facilites for espionage and
communications, supply of essential war material) —
was unashamedly with the former, the two dietators
were Loo skilful opportunists, and fell too weak in
such a clash of plants, Lo casl their lol with either side
until the eventual ouleome was clear.

This prudence saved Lheir skins. After Lhe war both
regimes gradually made Lheir peace with the “demoe-
ralic’ powers of Western capitalism. despite the idle
hopes of opposition forces that Lhe victorious allies
wolld reject these offspring of defeated fascism. Port-
ugal was admilted Lo NATO in 1949, Spain, symbol of
‘anti-fascist struggle, whose ties with the Axis had been
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quite open and direcl. had a longer and more dilficult
haul. But within a few years she too was admitled

Lo the community of the “free world’, Live door opened
by a military and economic assistance pact with the
United States.

Fortugal and Spain were both anachronisms in the
warld of post-war, booming Europe. While sconomic
“miracles’ were being worked in Italy and Germany,
and the somewhat less miraculous British PCONOmY
managed to take some comfort from the growlh of
world lrade and the internalional capitalist ECOnOmy,
Portugal and Spain remained impoverished backwalers,
locked in their isolated cells of fascist *nalional self-
sufficiency” — much to the chagrin of their respective
capitalists,

Portugal was partly insulated from these difficult-
ies by her colonial empire, towards which the growing
Portuguese monopolies had directed their energies
wilh good prospects of turning a fast escudo. So it
was Spain which was the firsl Lo break- in Lhe lale
1950s the Spanish economy had to be bailed oul of
an acule economic crisis by the agencies of interns-
lional capitalism — the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. But she had Lo pay a price:
the abandoning of her isolationist economic policy,
and the opening of her doors to foreign investment and
freer foreign Lrade (a policy opposed by the die-hards of
the fascist regime. but supported by the main groups
of Spanish capitalists).

Wilh Spain embarking on this new road Portugal
could aol remain an isolated exception for ever, and
by the early 19605 her capitalisi class had compelled
salazar to tread the same path. Portugal took part in
the formation of the European Free Trade Association
in 1960, and other Spanish-styvle economic policies
were adopled by the Portuguese regime shortly after-
wards:

Both Spain and Portugal underwent a similar econ:
omic growth in the ensuing decade, with the big mon-
opolies and finance capitalists of the two countries
eagerly entering inlo partnership with European and
North American capital to launch select industrialisa-
tion projecis. Al (he same time the two countries be
came drawn more powerfully Llovards the centre of
European capitalism — the emerging Common Market.

The political problems facing the ruling classes of
the twe countries thus moved in step, For both, the
extension of the present ties with European capital
was a life-and-death malter. In an era of growing
crisis, when each capitalist class is turning more and
more Lo lend its own garden. membership of ilie Com-
mon Market is reguired by both the Portuguese and
Spanish capitalists as a guarantee against {heir indus-
Lries being frozen oul of the European market by new
profeclionist measures,

But there is 4 problemn here. The Common Market
15 seen by the European ruling elass not simply as an
economic measures, but as the first step Lovards Lhe
creation of a new paolitical sef-ups a mulli-national
framework thal can belter tame the working class of
each member country. But this in (00 requires some
uniformity in the polilical set-ups of each state. The
fascist-style regimes of Spain and Portasal did not fit
the common European mold.

This might lave been overcome, were il not Tor
the Tacl that regimes such as these inspire an intense
hatred among the masses. Fora while {heir repressive
power may drive this underground and prevent mass
struggles emerging. But at a certais poinl the oppression
of the masses becomes unbearable, their determination
to strugsle exceeds Lheir fear of repression, their crea-
tivity oulwits the most efficient repressive machine.
and their strugsles erupt into the light of day —in an
ever more uncontrollable form.. From the beginning
of the 1970s. both Porlugal and Spain — particularly

Lhe Gtter - were moving towards Just suely wsituation:

The inchision of such regimes in the EEC was this
out ol'the question. The European capitalists might
be guite willing o embrace fascisl dictators, but the
surgent working class that they would bring wilh them
was totally unaeceptable. The example they would sel Lo
uluer European workers, reinforced by the still Iiving
meimory of the Spanish eivil war azd (he millions of
immigranl workers already settled in the EEC would
Lhresten Lo infect the working elsss of Uhe enlire con-
linenl with their spiril of inlransigent class stregale
and shake the foundalions of European capitalis)
sk

Thes both the Spanish and Portuguese capitalists
had Lo seek some way by which they could give
Lheir regimes a democratic face-lift and create Lhe
sort of institutions of cupitalist democracy thal could
absorb and redirect the energies of the working elass.

Half a cenlury ago the backwardness of Portupuese
capilalism forced its ruling class lo Like a desperate
leap to dictatorship thatl showed Spain the image of
ils own fulure. On 25 April this same backwardness
forced Lhe Portugese capitalisis lo try another desper-
ale leap — {his time to capitalisl demotracy,

Unider Lhe hammer blows of the heroic liberalion
lighters. the colonies had furned from a source of re
lief for the Porluguese capilalists into a millstone
around their necks. Faced wilh a deep and delerior
aling social erisis, they turned Lo their old ally Lhe
army | whieh had ushered in Lthe ers of diclatorship
on their behalf 18 years earlier) to try Lo launch a
NEew COUrse,

But this was a gamble based on unsound assump-
tions. The Portuguese capitalists had overlooked the
fael Lhal capitalist democracy can only work to defuse
the working elass struggle Tor a new social order under
certain circutnstanee: the capilalists must have some
leeway so that they can make material concessions o
the demands being raised by the working masses, there
must be a privileged laver of the population prepared
Lo underwrite Lhe capitalist regime despite ils class charae-
ler. and there musl be a bureaucratic leadership over
Lhe workers” movement prepared to sell out the inter
ests of their class in exchange for the maintenance of
special prvileges.

Bul none of Lthese things existed in sufficient quan-
tily im the societies of the Tberian peninsuls to make
capitalist democmacy work. The Portuguese capital
ists” gamble thus had a tolally different effect — -
stead of allowing them Lo head off the emergence of
a powerful workers’ movement, it produced an im-
mense explosion that threalens their elass rule alto
gefher,

Once again, Portugal has revealed to Spain ils
future. There is no more a basis for the creation of a
stable capilalist demoeracy in Spain than there is in
Portugal. While the situation of the Spanish capital
ists is not yet guite as desperale as thal of their Porl
uguese counterparlts and they have greater reserves at
Lheir disposz! [in particular the army is not nearly as
affected by Lhe polilical crisis), the development of a
real mass upheaval could quickly sweep away Lhese
advantages, What is more, the Spanish Worning class
has a much longer tradition, a much higher degree of
organisation, and is a more powerful force throughout
sociely, than was the Portuguese working class before
25 Apnl Things which the Portuguese working class
had to spend precious months learning and develop-
ing  like regional co-ordination of their own organs
of struggle — the Spanish workers already possess,

What is more, the spanish workmg class now have
the erucial lessons of the Portuguese class struggle at
Lheir disposal. The bankruptey of class collaboration.
ism. the impossibility of defending democratic
conguests through the capitalist state. the necessity
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for the working class to take power through ils own
class organisations Lo solve the problems produeed by
the ecapitalist crisis, have all been hammered home ta
the most class-conseious Spanish workers by Lhe living
experience of Lheir Portuguese brothers and sisters.

Twist and turn as they may in Lhe coming months,
there is no way thal the Spanish capitalists can fore
stall the coming explosion. At the momenl the Porl
uguese working class is running into heavy waler in
its oown fight, bul i1f il can prevent the ruling class
A from regaming the iniliative it will soon find the Span-
| ish proletarial marching shoulder-to-shoulder beside
it. And if the upsurge in Spain ¢an be sei into molion
while the Portuguese prolelarial is still marching ahead,
the strength of Lhe working c¢lass on the Iberian penin-
sula will be invineible. The birth of a Socialist Iberia
will be on the order of Lhe day — and such a slruggle
cannot but herald the birth of a Socialist Europe.

This is whal European capitalisin Pears the mosl.

IL will do everything in its power Lo ensure as rapidly
as possibie Lhe defeat of the Poriuguese workers, and
te hold back as long as possible the offensive of the
Spanish working class.

It is this which makes international solidarily so
erucial. Just as the fate of Lhe Portuguese revolution
is tied up with the development of the class struggle
in Spain, so the struggles of the working class in every
European country would receive an unprecedented
boost from the eruption of a socialist revolution on
European soil. Al Lhe present moment this makes it
essential that we do everything in our power to solidar-
ise with the Portuguese and Spanish working class.
We must mobilise the [ull might of the international
workers” movement (o block the imperialist and reac-
tionary plots in Portugal, and prevenl the unleashing
of a brutal repressive drive against Lhe Spanish work-
ing class and ils vanguard.

PORTUGAL
Capitalism on the Cliff's Edge

In 2 matter of hours on the night of 25 Apnl
1974 the ruthlessly efficient, dictatorial re-
gime which had dominated Portugal for the
preceding 40 years was swept away in a

- surgical operation carried out by the Portu-
FIese army.

How could such a dramatic change take

3 place so rapidly and with such little resistance?
There is only one explanation. The army was
not acting simply off its own bat, but on be-
hall of the most important and most powerful
sections of the Portuguese capitalists, who had
for some time been convinced of the need for
major changes in state policy if their interests
were Lo be properly protected, and had finally
come Lo the conclusion that the overthrow of
the old regime, and the Government of Marcel-
lo Caetano based on it. was the only means of
ablaining such changes.

3

The fascist regime of Antonio Salazar had been
born in the years of capitalist erisis of the 1920s when
the Portuguese ruling class, along with its connterparts
in many other Buropean countries, found itself in too
deep Lrouble and Loo weak Lo rule through Lhe institulions
of capitalist democracy. Instead it turned to a repres-
sive regime headed by a ‘strong man’. Salazar, like
his fellow dictator Franco in Spain, was a very clever
capitalisl politician and was able to exploil the anti-
communist drive launched by imperialism afler the
second World War to ensure the survival of his regime,
despile ils association with the defeated fascist Axis
POWETS.

In Lhe yvears following the Second World War, Porl-
uguese economics and politics were dominated by
Lwo factors — the growing connections between Porl-
ugal and the then booming economy of capitalist Eur-
upe, on the one hand and Portugal's calonial empire,
primarily centred in Africa, on Lhe other:

After the war was over the diclalorship sought Lo



prevent backward Porfuguese capitalism falling even
further behind its capitalist neighbours by encourag-
iig economic growth through stale aid and support.
The fascist state actively alizned itself with a number
of eeonomically powerful munopu]y groups and tried
to get them Lo invest-in Portugal’s economic develop-
ment by granting them a wide range of special privil-
eges, bolh at home and in the colonies. At the same
time the dictatorship (as did its neighbour in Spain)
tried to keep up a policy of economic nationalism des-
igned to prevent the Portuguese economy becoming
dependent on foreign trade and investment, stressing
instead economic ‘self-sufficiency” and strengthened
economic lies with the colonial empire. In order to
stave off competition from the industries of capitalist
Europe the faseist state assisted the monopolies to
concentrate economic production in their hands.

Portugal’s economic ties with its colonies were based

on the classic colonial relationship of importing raw
materials at low prices in exchange for industrial ex-
ports. A number of Portugal’s export industries were
only able to compete on the world market on the bas-
is-0f this supply of cheap raw materials. particulariy
the textile industry, dependent on colton from Moz-
ambique. This gave the colonies an importance in the

Portuguese economy out of all place to their importance

in the world capitalist markel: as late as 196% about
one-fifth of Partugal’s overseas trade was with her
OWn empite.

But of eourse, this set-up had a snag: it dumped the
costs of Portugal’s limited economie development on

the backs of the eolonies, and could only be maintained

through.a policy of ruthless exploitation, backed up
by brutal repression of the impoverished colonial mas-
ses. Ewventually it bore fruit in a mounting wave of
popular resistance in the colonies.

Meanwhile, {he great Poriuguese monopolies were
biting the hand that had fed them. Rather than being
loyal supporters of the regime’s economic plans, the
big Portuguese capitalists found themselves attracted
far more to-the capitalist bonanza of Europe. Instead
of loyally underwriting plans for Portuguese ‘self-
sufficiency” Lhey chose to invest their wealth abroad
and grumble about the regime’s refusal to allow them
to take part in the international capitalist boom. The
regime’s economic plans thus fell apart from a lack of
the capital necessary to earry them through

Faced wilh this opposition, Salazar had no alter-
ative bul Lo give in. The door was opened, at least
part way, for foreign investment, and a crash econ-
omic policy was put into operation with the aim of
further strengthening the monopolies and gearing
Porfuguese industry to resist the incresse in foreign
competilion. After 1968, Salazar’s illness and eventual
death brought Marcello Caetano Lo the head of the
regime, and this policy was carried even further.

Under the economic policy the great monopolies
extended their tentacles over the economie life of the
country in close association with foreign capital and
Lhe big multi-national companies. An important mea-
sure of industrialisation developed in this way, delib-
erately concentrated in a small number of select zones
around the major cities.

What this meant was that alongside the traditional,
backward Porluguese economy of farming, fishing and

small-scale industry there grew up a new section of large

. scale mdustry based on modern technology and highly
eoncentrated produetion. Thus, while the average
Portuguese worker even today works in what i5 little
more Lhan a glorified workshop along with fewer than
10 workmates. the country i also Lhe site of the
world" largest ship-repair yards, and sophisticated elec-
tronics and petro-chemical industries. Sometimes
lhese contrasts exist even inside a single industry: for
example the key textile industry includes both tiny
sweatshops making elothing and modern man-made

fibre plants.

Meanwhile, Lthe chickens of Portugal’s ruthless ex-
ploitation of the eolonies were come home Lo roost.
Between 1961 and 1964 armed liberation strugsles
broke ouf in each of Portugal's African colonies, and
the regime rapidly found itself embroiled in a major
overseas war, which began to gobble up more and more
of its impoverished economy’s resources.

By the time the old regime collapsed in 1974, the
colonial wars were eating up about 50 per cent of the
total Government budget, and about 8 per cent of the
total output of the economy. Some 200,000 can-
scripts had been dragged off to fight for Portuguese
imperialism — and this in a tiny country of just over
8 million people! The easualties sustained by the
Portuguese army in the wars — 60,000 killed or in-
Jured — was almost as g‘r&at in relative terms, as the
losses of the British army m the bemnd Would War.

The economic and social effects of these wars dove-
tailed with the existing problems of Portuguese capit-
alism to produce a deep-going crisis for the capitalists.
The demands of the army for manpower came on top
of the siphoning off of large numbers of workers to
the hooming industries of Western Europe, many of
them encouraged Lo do so in order Lo avoid the pros-
pect of the bloody slaughter in Africa. There were
1.5 million emigrants from Portugal in this period -
and about one third of them left the country illegally.

The upshot of this was to produce an acute labour
shortage in the advanced economic seclors dominated
by the monopolies, hampering the possibilities for
their growth and putting the workers in this sector in-
o a strong bargaining posilion that allowed them to
push up their real wages, despite the repressive fascist
order.

The burden of the wars on this already enfeehled
economy, already suffering from the contradictions
belween its modern and backward economic sectors
and the effects-of monopoly domination, led to a
rapidly accelerating rate of inflation, with Portugal
attaining one of the worst rates of inflation in the
capitalist world.

Al the same time Portugal’s new economic policy
of opening up relations with capitalist Europe was
leading to a closer and closer velationship with the
European economy. Portugal was a founding member
of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) sel
up in 1960 by those European countries who were
outside the Common Market. When many of these
— including Portugal’s biggest customer, Britain —
joined the EEC, Portugal’s capitalists were naturally
pulled in the same direction: But Porlugal’s political
set-up; born out of the fascist ‘era; was an obstacle to
its full integration into the EEC, where the capitalist
class maintained its political power through the instit-
utions of capilalist democracy, and a deep hatred of
fascism existed among the working class. Despite



Portugal’s negotiation of a special tree trade agreement
with the Common Markel in 1972, the main sections
of the capitalist class continued to aim for eventual
full membership of Portugal in the Common Markei.

While the big Portugnese monopolies were being
drawn more powerfully into the European orhil,
changes were also Laking place in their outlook on
African affairs. Il was becoming increasingly obyvious
that the colonial wars, far from protecting their inler-
ests, were leading towards a massive defeal in which
they could be conpletely wiped out. Moreover, the
growing European orientation of Lhe big monopolies,
coupled with the fact that they were starting to em-
bark on economic exploilation of the colonies through
joint projects with Western imperialism, opened up the
possibility of a ‘nec-colonial’ solution to the
wars in which formal politieal independence would be
be granted, but imperialist economic exploitation
maintained.

Thus for guite some time before 25 April, the
main sections of the Portuguese capitalist class were
in favour of a change of political strategy Lowards the
sort of political liberalisation at home that would
make Portugal acceptable inside the Conmon Markel,
and limited measures of independence for Lhe colon-
ies that could make possible an end to the colonial
wars. These were the necessary conditions for carry-
ing through Porlugal’s intended marriage to European
capitalism and western imperialism.

AL first the capilalists had hopes that the necessary
changes could be carried through within the frame-
work of the old [aseist machine that had served them
so well, The replacement ol Salazar by Caelano, who
shared many of the monopolists views on these mat-
ters, gave them grounds for optimism.

And Caetano did his best to carry out their pro-
eramme: he inlroduced a number of liberal trap-
pings Lo the fascist state machine. admilting a number
of moderate oppositionists close to the monopolists
into his Government, a number of moves Lo stim-
ulate foreign investment, and set in motion steps
to grant limited self-government to the colonies.

But Caetano’s plan rapidly ran info serious trouble.
On the one hand Lthe workers movemenk, now stronger
than ever before with the new industrialisation that
had taken place, took full advantage of Caetano’s re-
forms (particularly the decision to allow relatively
free elections for the state-controlled unions for the
first time) and mounted a wave of industrial struggle
to defend themselves against the spiralling rate of in-
flation. At the same time the die-hard reactionaries
who continued to hold key posilions in various parts
of the fascist regime on which Caetano’s Government
was based — the army, the political police, and the rul-
ing parly — began Lo gel uneasy aboul Caetano’s ‘new
course’ and started rattling their sabres.

By 1970 Caetano was busy liguidating this little
liberal experiment, and any hope that the monopol-
ists would gel whal they wanted in this way were
dashed. This made it clear to Lhem Lhal Lhere was no
prospect of serious reform from within the fascist
regime.

The problem that they now faced was whal force
could they turn to carry out the job? Any attempt at
4 mass campaign to overthrow the Government was
out of the question for the capitalists, for even the
timid reforms of Caetano bad shown the determination
of the Portuguese masses Lo unleash militant struggles
if given the slightest chance. Any campaign-of mass
action would thus rapidly lead far bevond the limited
aims of the monopolists.

There was little wonder that the hopes of the mon-
opolists should then centre on the army. The military
were the traditional defenders of capitalisl interests
in Portugal, and its top echlons are both recruited
from capitalist cireles and often retain close ties with
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them, serving on the boards of the big monopolies,
for example.

Moreover, they found in the army a first-rate can-
didate to advance their schemes — General Spinela.
Here was a man who shared their views and had great
prestige in the armed forees, but who had also proved
his ability in the colonies as a ruthless delender of
capitalist and imperialist interests. Here was the man
to seize on the discontent Lhal was riddling the army
and its officer corps and place himself at the head of
a movement that could both sweep Lhe obstacle of
the old regime out of the monopolists” way, bul with-
oul threatening Lo jeopardise their fundamental inter-
ests. Or So they thought!

The birth of

workers’ power

The downfall of the hated fascist regime was
followed by an immense outburst of proletar-
ian energy and creativity which swept Lhe last
remnants of this rotten product of capitalist
class rule into the dustbin of Portuguese his-
tory.

Crowds of irate workers hunted down agents
of the brutal secret police, the PIDE, and dish-
ed out rough proletarian justice to them before
hasniding them over to the army. Workers in
every sector of the economy went into struggle
— not just for economic demands like decent
wages, paid holidays. and a shorter work week,
but for demands which had a political content,
such as the dismissal of managers closely asso-
ciated with tihe Fascist state or known for their
brutal treatment of workers’ strupggles. These
struggles were not confined to the factories,
but spread into the colleges and school, govern-
ment departments, the newspapers and mass
media, shaking the whole structure of the cap-
italist state.

At the same time the working class began Lo forge
the instruments of its own power. The struggles in
the factories were organised in a thoroughly demo-
cralic [ashion through mass meetings and elecled and
instantly re-callable workers’ committees. Similar
commillees were created in the universities and col-
leges and the workers residential districls to deal with
their problems. These committees lived on after the
first wave of struggle had passed and afler the job of
reconstructing Che fascist-repulated trade union move-
ment (now under Communist Pariy control) was
underway, because they best represented the unity of
the workforee (whereas the trade unions remained
divided along craft lines) and were best suited to deal
with many of the tasks that the working class had to
face.

After the first few monihs of struggle the move-
ment went into a downswing, caused by the determin-
ation of the monopohsi-dominated provisional Goy,
ernment, backed by the AFM and the Communist

v, b vent the strugele going Loo far. The
Communist Party opposed all struggles as “aiding
reaction” and aceepted the Government's decision
to decree a derisory minimum wage of 3300 escudas
£12) a week instead of the 6000 which almosEall
sections of the working class were demanding {an
which the CP had itself called {or before the coup).

The watershed was reached in June when the QoS-




Stﬂ'l warkers” strike was sabaged by CP

tal workers launched a national stride to demand the
6000 escudo minimum wage, along with other demarnds
This strike involved 35,000 workers and was a model
of working elass democracy. The decision Lo sLlike
was taken by i nalional meeting of workers dele ﬂq
.il[.EI a wrm.}_p_l'_ h:u_u] MIA5S mt_“E‘lngﬁ and the qmﬁe
Ieadeghlg was elecled in a similar fashign. The strike
was defeated after a vicious campaign led by the CP,_
ﬂg_!:l_@_{:}l_nmd the workers as ‘reactipparies’ and
actually mobilised Juml mobs to attack their strike
_headquarters, laying the basis for the Liovernment’s
threat Lo usé the army to break Lhe &

After this defeat the Governmenl went on the
offensive, enacting an anti-strike law which was mueh
tougher than the Tories' Industrial Relalions Act; tor
example. Bul even this did not prevent the workers’
struggles from conlinuing, now ceniring around Lhe
fight Lo purge former fascists and reactionaries from
pasitions of influence in the economy and the state.
Agaiin this was a struggle opposed by the Communist
Fartv and the AFM. Affer Lhe viclory of Lhe working
class on 28 Sepiember, made possible beeause of the
preceding and preparatory struggles. a new upsurge
began which has continued until very recently.

The principal problem facing the working class
became economic sabotage. Both Porluguese and
loreign capilalists responded to the growing power
af the working class by trving all sorts of tricks to
create economic chaos. The workers responded by
establishing workers” control over production: they
apened up the company’s books, inspecled its orders
its tramsactions, its bank balance. If lhey found any-
thing oul of the ordinary they reported il Lo the
Government, and the more advanced sections took
action on their own to prevenl the bosses continuing
their sabotage.

When factories were shut down the workers'
conmiltees stepped in and resomed production under
their own control. There were [ew iliusions that these
could be turned inlo long-term “workers’ co-operatives’
— this action was seen as an emergency measiure Lo
deal with the capitalists' wrecking, and was often
tied with demands for nationalisation under workers'
control.

WNor was workers control limited to capitalist in-

dusir;.; of confined to the local level, On several ocea-
sions {the lirst being jusl afier 25 April) the highly
organised bank workers stepped in and enforced
their own eontrol in Lthe banks Lo prevent attempts
by the capitalisis to suddenly pull out their funds and
create a financial crisis.

At the same time they set in motion 2 minute in-
vestigation of their bosses’ affairs through the elected

workers' committees. After the frusteated right-wing
coup of 11 March the eommiltees demanded the im
mediate nationalisation of the banks, and to back up
their demand presented a dossier with full inform-
ation an the stunds that the bankers had been up 1o

buge handouls Lo righl-wing political groups, massive
misappropriation of Tunds (one banking Tamily, Le
Espirile Santos. issned themselves over £4 mitlion in
overdralts) and all sorls of misuse of Government
funds handed over Lo Lhe banks to aid mdusire.

This determined and efficient action by the bank
workers forced the Governmen! Lo nalionalise
the banking and fnancial institulions. 10 also touched
offa wave of action by other workers. A mass rally
of thousands of railway workers was held to call [or
the naticnalisation of the entive Lransport systeny and
its rearganisation under a natiopal plan. The workers
in the giant CUF monopaly launched 4 campaigu for
its nationalisation, and the workers i the country’s
major brewery (acling on information supplied by
the bank workers) occupied their plant to demand its
mationalisation. All these initiatives evenlually ended
in victory.

Butl while this delermined strugsle and new forms
of arganisation crealed by the Porfuguese working
class were capable of forcing the Government into
takimg important actions againsl the interests of the
capitalists, and blocking the immediate attempts of
Lhe capitalists to sabotage such measures. they have
limitations. They have not been sufficient to prevenl
the Porlugiese economy, which was in a precarious
position even before 25 April. u ndergoing a major
crisis, with production falling off and unemployment
rising precipitously (to 300,000 or about 10 per cnel
of the workforce), and @ grave balance of payments
deficit developing as Lhe world crisis and imperialist
sabotage dries up foreign markels and the inflowaf
Foreign capital,

MNor could workers control at the factory level do
much to help the plight of the small fraders and poor
peasants caughl in the vice of inflation at home, declin-
ing markets for agricultural produce abroad, and their
indebiedness o the banks and local money-lenders.
Foday it is Lhese problems - and the [ailore of any
force in the country Lo meel them — which is faving
the basis [or the political mobilisation of reactionary
forees. and constitutes Lhe gravest threat Lo the Port-
uguese revolution,

The only answer Lo Lhis is workers' control of the
whole economy, and the implementation on this basis
of socialist planning of the economy. This cannot be
done simply by local Tactory commiitees, but requires
a nationally co-ordinated structure of workers' power
and a Government based on it,

The first step towards such a structure have been
laken with Lhe birth of *Popular Assemblies” in & nun-
ber of areas. These bodies; which group Logether
democratically elecled delegates from the factory
commilless, neighbourheod committess, and in some
cases Lhe focal military unils. represent the emergence
of verilable oreans of working class political authority
on the loeal level, Beginning with a nunber of such
berdies sel up al the call of the Communist Party io
play an “advisory’ role 1o the eapitalist state, and
encouraged by 4 decision of the Armed Forces Move
mient general assembly in favour of the establishment
of such hodies, the Popilar Assemblies still exist in
only a Tew localities in the industrial regions of Lhe
South.

Morecver. neither the Communist Parly aor meost
currents inside Lhe AFM see them as having any job
Lo do other than ‘help’ the machinery of the capitalst
state be ‘more efficient”. In order for the Popular
Assemblies Lo lay the basis of genuine working class
political power and get on with meeting the problems
wracking the country, they must be extended through-
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out the whole country, drawing in the vast majority
of tae exploited population and must be totally in-
dependent of the capitalist state.

The following is an excerpt from an interview with
the vice-president of the Portuguese Textile Workers
Union, Marcolo Abrantes, in which he explains the
origins and .Jevelopment of workers' control in Port-
ugal.

Take for example my industry, textiles. There we
have firms like Courtaulds, and sectors such as man-
made fibres and clothing. Foreign capital is very im-
portant here — espeically in ciothing — because its a
labour-intensive industry and Portuguese labour was
extremely cheap. Also the Portuguese colonies sup
plied cheap raw materials,

Under the old regime the situation was kept stable

through the varioss forms of repression that the work-
ing class were subjected to. After 25 April this repres-

sive apparatus broke down and the workers began to
push Torward their demands. |n reaction to this, as
these struggles advanced very quickly due to the end
of repression, the bosses resorted to economic sabot-
age — using every form possible. This ranged from
not ordering raw materials so that factorigs were
paralysed, through to not selling goods in stock. They
told lies about the state of the market in order to re-
duce production, tried to declare redundancies, and
pretended that they couldn't pay wages — all this
sort of thing.

The process of the struggle led not only to the
need for the workers to begin to control the produc-
tive process and not to he exclusively dependent an
the bosses, but also to the opening of the books
through cccupations, etc. Apart from finding out
that all these problems were actually fabricated by
tne bosses the workers also found out that, for ex-
ample, money was being transferred abroad.

Confronted with these activities by the workers
the bosses took various actions. Many decided to
close down their factories, lock out their workers,
and so on. The workers then responded by occupy
ing their factories, and continuing production by
themselves.

The workers soon realised that they had to set up
pickets to guard the factories outside of working
hours. This was shown in the case of the French-
owned textile firm SOGANTAL, a typical case
amang many. The French bosses just left this fac-
tory when it was cocupied, and returned to France.
For some months the workers continued production,
organising their own sales. Then one day the bosses
came back with a group of thugs — some Portuguese,
some foreign — and in the middle of the night tried
to overpower the pickets and seize back the factory.
But the pickets were able to resist and! vive the alarm.
They were then joined not only by the other workers,
but by the whole local population, who drove off the
bosses’ assault.

This sort of thing went on all scross Portugal, be-
cause the bosses wanted to take away everything that
was in store, machinery etc., with the double purpose
of rescuing everything they could, and preventing the
workers carrying on with their work and making the
occupation successful.

Under the pressure of the working class a national
minimurm wage was enacted — about £50 a month, |
think this was still very fow but all throughout the
textile industry the bosses started to say they could
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not pay it, and the rhythm of factory closures was
stepped up.

This included many foreign firms. Let me give you
you one very good example — a textile firm in the
narth of Portugal, Swedish-owned, called ALGOTE.
After the workers cccupied this Tactory the manage-
rment tried to sabotage them in every way — by freez-
ing the money in the banks, making it difficult for
them to distribute what they produced. Eventually
they had to stop production, but they managed to
contact their fellow-workers in Sweden and there
was a solidarity strike which had a big impact in the
eventual success of their struggle in Portugal.

Werkers control began as a move coming from the
working class responding to the concrete problems
they were being confronted with. Then it acquirad a
different character when the nationalisations began.
These were brought about by the pressure put on the
Government by the working class 1o take
over sectors of the industry and economic life. Then
the first problem came in terms of workers power,
and the workers began to see it in a different way.
Who is going to contral the nationalised industries?
What is workers’ control? s it state control, exclus-
ively through administrative means by the state? COr
i5 it the workers who work in the naticnalised indus-
tries who are going to organise that? The thing went
even further and due to this developed and reached a
new stage in which people are beginning to raise the
guestion not only of workers control in relation to a
certain workplace, but also who is going to control
the economy as a whole?

The working class is already moving in the direction
of guaranteeing that it is the workers committees that
are going 1o control production. There are already
many instances of this. Like in the case of a very
important fertiliser factory in which the workers
already exercise control; and in the Lisnave shipyards
where there was a mass meeting in which the workers
decided that they should control production, and that
this should be exercised through the workers' commit-
tees. There are several similar cases in the textile in-
dustry where workers are  already effectively in con-
trol of production.

The example | mentioned of the fertiliser factory
15 very important because there are already electacf
committees formed in many rural villages that have
decided that agrarian reform should be implemented
by themselves. The workers in this fertiliser factory
have decided to help this move and already supply
fertilisers to the commitiees that are supervising the
expropriation of land at a cheaper price than they
charge to the landowners.



What is most vital in the process that is underway
at the moment is to form and elect warkers’ commit
tees, neighbourhood and village committees where
they don’t yet exist, and especially to create alected
soldiers committees in the barracks, It is necessary to
spread to all places these forms of working class organ-
isation,

There are three main areas where these committess
must act in the first place.  First, to establish real
links between the committees that already exist and
to make sure that actions by the different committees
are co-ordinated. Beginning with the co-ardination
of committees at the area and sector level (ie in sim:
ilar types of industry) this will hapefully reach the
national level, Second, to make sure that, once these
committess are co-ordinated, regular local mass meet-
ings take place to make the decisions and co-ordinate
action, so that the rank-and-file can control what
their representatives are doing and increase the part-
icipation of the people in general in the workings of
the committees,

Finally, the major task for the immediate futire
must be to control production as far as possible, This

is already being done at factory level as | have describ-

ed but it has to be spread to other places and seenin a
different way. This is why the neighbourhood com-
mittees are particularly important, for production
must not only be controfled at factory level, but all
the way through to the delivery of the goods, The
distribution system, and the service industries;, have

to be organised by the people and controlled by

them at the level of the community,

The
Armed Forces
Movement

While General Spinola was the fisure to whom
the Portuguese capitalists looked to head up
the new regime in their interests, the actual
authors of the coup which brought down the
old regime were a group of much vounger and
lower ranking officers, organised in the Armed
Forces Movement { AFM).

The AFM was ¢reated during the colonial
wars out of a group of disgruntled junior pro-
fessional officers, concerned with the foss of
privilege and status they were suffering as a
result of the influx of conseripls into the
officer corps, recruited fresh from the univer-
sities, in order to meet the needs of the wars.

But eveniually they began to draw a conneetion
between these narrow professional problems and the
general political problems created by the fascist re-
gime. In particular, their experionces in Africa con-
vinced them thal Lhe eolonial wars were nol only
destructive and unwinnable, but also that they could
not be ended as long as the faseist regime remained
intrel. At the same Lime as Lhey were subject to
these radicalising forces, sections of them came
under the inflience of various democralic and lefl-
wing political currents

As the regime became increasingly bogged down
in the wars, and more and more determined fo re-

lecl any form of compromise, the officers became
mare committed to outright political opposition.
Thus the Armed Forces Movement was born with,
from December 1973 onwards. a clear commitinent
tovoverthrowing the old resime by military aclion.

The coup of 25 April was exclusively the work of
Lhese voung officers. General Spinola was informed
of it inadvance, but was in no way involved inits
planning, nor did he identify himself with it until
slceess was clear beyond doubt.

The officers hoped to dse Spinola’s prestige to
ensure as rapid and hloodless a victory as possible
over Lhe old regime, while he sought Lo harness their
base and organisation inside the army for his own
plans. What Spinola and his monopolist backers
wanled was a regime with a democratic facade, but
a solid authoritarian eote capable of *disciplining’

Lhe workers movement and other opponents of the
monopolists ambitions. They wanted an economic
palicy that would further strengthen the monopoly
sectors in preparation for full Portuguese entry to

the EEC, and a colonial policy that would end the
wars in exchange for limited measures of independence
that would leave the colonial territories firmly within
the imperialist economic orhit.

The programme of the Armed Forces Movement
= on paper — seemed t0 be in sharp eonflict with the
objectives of the monopolies, speaking of the need to
defend the interests of the most impeverished sections
of the population and to recognise Lhe righls of the
colonial peoples to self-determination. Bul fine
words are the stuff of any major political upheaval.
Whether they gel carried oul or not depends on what
chass forces are set in motion. The monopaelists hoped
to damp down the mass strugele as far as possible and
bind the officers of the AFM, through Ceneral Spin-
ola. to a thoroughly capitalist perspective, which
wotld rapidly push the promises of the AFM pro-
gramime into the background.

But the monopolists plan was based on a bad mis-
calculation - not the last capitalist circles were to
make. They underestimated the depth of the up-
heaval that the coup would set off among the masses,
underestimated the determination of the colonial
liberation movements to continue the struggle until
linal victory, underestimated the extent to which
the rank-and-file of the army would be affeeted by
the political turmoil, and, finally, underestimated
the effecls of all these faciors on the officers who
held the kev levers of power.

Thus at each crucial turning point in the political
situation < when the pro-monopolist politicians tried
to strengthen the power of Spinola in June, when
Spinola’s supporters tried Lo stage their mass “silent
majority” march on Lisbon to boost his position on
28 September, and when his backers in the army
attempted a right wing coup on 11 March — Lhe maj-
ority-of the AFM officers reflused to go along with
Lhe capitalists’ plans.

Of course, they did =0 only because of growing
mass pressure.  The weeks belore 28 September - werp
marked by growing activily of the mosl class-conseious
sections of the working class in the Lisbon region
against the threal of righl-wing reaction. The Lisbon
newspaper workers staged @ one-day solidarity sirike
with the workers on one paper fighting to purge heir
reactionary editors, and thousands of steel-helmeted
workers from Lhe Lisnave shipyard marched through
Lishbon demanding tough action against the reaction-
aries — “Democracy for the workers - repression [or
the reactionaries’, as Lhey put ik

The AFM officers opposed Lhese moves. Bul
oppase them or nol the AFM could not ignore these
actions. for they displayed the fighting delermination
of the Lisbon proletarial to resist any strengthening
of the right wing and put the entire working class on
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astate of alert.

All this laid the basis for an immense proletarian
mobilisation throughout the country on 28 September
to crush the reactionaries. The Janger of a right wing
victory, and Lhe knowledge thal big seclions of the
Lisbon proletarial would be going into action anyway,
conpelled the Communist Party and the organisations
under its influence to move into action at the last
minute (it had opposed all the mobilisations of the
previous weeks and backed Spinola and the Govern-
ment all the wav). Inthe face of such a reaction the
AFM officers were left no room [or compromise or
manoeuvre: to side with Spinola and the monopolists
woutld mean heaving any vestige of their own program-
me inlo Lhe dustbin and joining a bloody repression
against the working class (and nol a few of their own
IMern .

Since 28 September this patlern of events has
been repeated many times and in many different
ways: the militancy and determination of the masses
has forced the AFM and the Government under its
eantrol Lo go along wilh measures that the masses
were vigorously demanding, if not actually pulting
inlo operation by themselves,

There exist two views of the character of the AFM
on the British left, both of which are wrong and lead
to seriously incorrect conclusions. The first s the
most dangerous. It s the view held by the Communist
Parly, in line with the position of the Portuguese Com
miunist Party and the world stalinist movement, that
the AFM is the ‘vanguard of the revolution’ and that
the way forward for the Portuguese masses lies through
the “alliance of the people and the AFM’ and defence
of the “unity of the AFM". Such a view bases itsell on
the leading role plaved by the AFM in the downfall
of the old regime on 25 April, and its key role in the
political evenis which followed.

As we have shown, this direclion was determined
by Lhe mass struggle of the colonial liberation move-
ments and the Porluguese masses, in many cases
strugaling against the officers of the AFM and their
political schemes,

The other view — which some on the revelution-
ary left hold — is that the AFM is simply a tool of the
capttalist class; based on the army, an institution of
the capitalist state. and attempling to impose a ‘bong
parlist’ military regime — i.e. one that appears to be
above the class struggle. handing out some conces-
slons to the masses, bul actually working to defend
the fundamental inlerests of capitalism. This view
bases itsell on the class character of the AFM — a
movement based an Lhe capitalist state maching —
and on the undeniable efforts of the AFM at various
stages to defuse and disorient the anti-capitalist strug-
gle of Lhe masses.

Bolh of these views, however, fail to explain the
actual way in which the AFM has developed since
25 April. 1f it were either the “vanguard of the revolu:
tioh" ar the instrument of a ‘capitalist bonapartist’
plan it should have had a clear-sighted view of where
il was going and a relatively consistent strategy for
gelling there. But the AFM displays none of this.
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Spinola went onae way, the masses the othar
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At one moment ii is seeking Spinola’s support, at an-
other it is pushing him oul of office, and at another
forcing him to flee the country and rounding up his
supporters. On almost all the key political questions
facing Portugal over Lhe past 18 months - eolonial
pulicy, economic policy, atlitude tovards workers
struggles — Lhe AFM has taken different and down-
right contradictory attitudes at different times.

These different attitudes of the AFM have reflected
sharp mternal differences inside the Movemenl. the
development of different currenls inside the AFM
under lhe impacl of events, and Lhe varying relation-
ship of forces between these currents.

Those who Lhink thal the AFM is the ‘vanguard of
Lhe revolution” must explain why it aligned itself with
a reaclionary spokesman of the monopolists like
General Spinola; supported a Government which re-
fleeted the views of him and his backers for so long,
and broke wilth him so reluctantly. Those who think
that the AFM is simply an instrument of capitalist
bonapartism must explain why the AFM did eventually
break with Spinola, and persist in their opposition to
him, when he actually represented the best opportun-
ity to establish a bonapartist regime, and had the back-

ing of the main capitalist groups in Lthe country.

What then is the correcl concept of the AFM?
Certainly it originated as a middle class political move-
ment among the officers of the capitalist army, with a
political programme that did not go beyond the ideals
of capitalist democracy. It did organise and carty out
the coup that brought down the fascist regime an 25
April = but, as we have pointed oul above, the colp
was in no way in contradiction with the aims and aspir-
ations of the main sections of the Portuguese capital-
ists. Under different circumstances such a group would
have rapidly been pulled into the orbit of these decisive
sections of the eapitalist class and integrated into
their schemes. On this basis the inevitable tendeneses
within the AFM (given both their class composition,
and their relalionship to the state machine) towards
a “bonapartist” political eutlook would have gained
the upper hand as they became firmly integrated into
Lhe capitalist state machine.

But the political upheaval that racked Portugal
after the coup prevented such a smooth progression.
The AFM could not smoothly slip into & bonapartist
role based on the capitalist state because (hat stale
was in Lotal chaos. A half century of fascism meant
both thal the state machine had its fingers in every
pie in Porluguese society, and that it was thoroughly
associated with the fascist regime and its political
ideas. The collapse of that regime and the mass deter-
mination to wipe away every vestige of hated fascist
rule therefore threw the state machine, and the entire
society, into an immense turmoil. Most serious of
all, the ultimate instrumenis of capitalist class domin-
ation — the repressive apparatus of srmed men — were
among the most affected by Lhis process, The hated
political police, the PIDE, wero physically dismantled
in.a vast outburst of popular anger, and the new Gov-
ernmenl had no option but Lo dissolve the PIDE along
with those political bodies most directly associated
with ihe old regime's political leadership i the
single state party and the Portuguese Legion). Bui
they kept intact those of its repressive instruments
they dared: the PSP ("Public Security Police’ — the
riot squad) and the GNR (Republican National Guard
—d para-military police loree).

However these forees were infested with reaction:
aries, on the one hand, and were objects of witde
spread popular hatred on the other. Their value as in-
struments of *public order’ was therefore very low. In
general their use tended to cause more prollems than
¥ solved. To recite just one not untvpical incident
when the PSP was called to a Lisbon cafe because of
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an arpument between the owner and a customer over
the price of a cup of coffee, the matter ended wilh
the customer being shot in the head by the police, and
irate onlookers then running the police off the street
and wrecking Lhe cafe.)

The handling of all problems of an even vaguely
political nature thus fell to the army. For a period of
time they execuled these tasks in true “bonapartist’
fashion, inlervening in strikes to pressure workers
Lo settle, evicting occupations of factories and prevent-
ing demonstralions against the colonial wars from talk-
ing place, ete. But the effect of such a situation when
vhe masses were on the move and the whole society
was in furmoil was to draw all levels of the armed
forces more centrally into the arena of the class strug-
gle and subject the ranks and junior officers to constant
contact with the masses.

Thus the leaders of the AFM found themselves in
a situation where the only capilalist institution eft
on which to base themselves was the army - and the
army, far from being drawn into the orbil of the cap-
italists, was being riven by the pressures of the
mass struggle, This prevenled the AFM from be-
coming the instrument of any coherent “bonapartist’
stratery and led seclions of the capilalists Lo resort to
the desperate measures of 28 September and 11 March

but at the same time il doomed those actions Lo [ail-
ure,

This m turn forced the pro-capitalist forces in the
country, twice defeated, to place Lheir hopes in the
elections and seek to rebuild & viable capilalist state
on Lhe basis of Lhe Consiitaent Assembly and the cap-
italist institutions that il was supposed Lo create.

The AFM, from its very beginning, was a coalition
of different political elements, apreed only on the im-
mediale task of removing the fascist regime. The only
programme on which these different groups could
agree was one thal, whatever radical phrases it might
contain, did nol go bevond the bounds of capitalism.
The failure of the AFM - or anyone else - Lo pul
together a viable solution to Portugal's problems on
Lhe hasis of capitalism may have pushed them Lo the
left, but it also undermined the basis for unity of Lhe
AFM.

As the leftward shift threatened more and more
the survival of capitalism in Porfugal those currenls in-
side the AFM who were not prepared to break with
capitalism and cast their lot with the struggles of the

11

working class became more and more restless. The
more reactionary and foolish gol involved i hopeless
adventures like the 11 March coup and were rapidly
driven off Lhe political scene by the action of the
masses, Bul the morve astule lasi-diteh defenders of
capitalism were prepared Lo go along wilh guite sweep-
ing economc and political measures, realising both
Lhal a drastic overhaul was necessary il Portuguese
capitalism was to survive and Lhal concessions had Lo
be made Lo the masses now in erder Lo lull them and
prepare the eventual reimposition of capitalist order.

Until some forde should emerge outside the army
on which this current could base itself politically it
had to limit itself Lo a sort of ‘puerilla warfare’ fac-
lional slruggle inside the AFM, creating at least Lhe
impression that the AFM was united. Bul as soon as
such an outside force did emerge this ‘unity’ was ex-
posed as the hollow sham it had always been. This
was provided by the social forces sef in motion by
Lhe Socialist Parly’s reactionary, anti-communist cam-
paign, based on its victory in the Constituenl Assembly
elections, and fuelled by the chaos created by the
economic sabolage of the Porluguese capitalists and
imperialism. This has provided the basis for the public
emergence of the so-called ‘moderate faction® of the
AFM, which does not totally identify itsell with the
Socialist Party. bul shares its emphasis on a deal with
imperialism (and all vhal would entail for strenglhen-
ing capitalism in Portugal) as a means of meeting Port-
ugal's economie crisis. 1L couples this with an appeal
for the ‘strengthening of the [ capitalist] state’.

The members of Lhis group include some imporlant
figures of the AFM — particularly Major Melo Anlunes,
a former Foreign Minister, and Major ¥Vitor Alves. also
a former minister and the drafter of the original AFM
programme. With the virtual split of this faction Lhe
AFM is on the verge of total disintegration. Today
decisions are nol taken by some central *Coordinating
Commilttee’ {as they were in the early days after 25
April) or even by Assemblies of delegaies elecled by
AFM officers and soldiers {as they were later on), but
through a hodge-podge of political manoeuvres, inter-
spersed with all sorts of mass meetings {of whole units
— officers and men - of sergeants in one service or all
three combined),

This disintegration is not some dreadful catastrophe
to be bemoaned with pathetic pleas for the “unity’
of the AFM, as the Community Party does. It isthe
inevitable resull of the struggle of the Portuguese
working class pushing capitalism Lo the very edge of
the precipice. What must be stressed - against both
the ‘unity’ cryvers and the ‘military bonapartist’ theor-
elicians — is Lhal Lhe present siluation is unigue oppor-
tunity for the working class Lo win Lo ils side a whole
section of the armed forces, and a seetion thal can
draw behind it the vast majority of soldiers and sailors
This would make certain the victory of the working
class in Porlugal, even in the face of determined oppos-
ition by capitalism and imperialism.

Reformists i
L ]
When the Caelano regime collapsed the Port-
uguese Communist Party was the only organised

force in the country with deep roots and mass

influence in the workers movement. That was
w1y the monopolists were so eager 1o Iclude
it in the Government ( Spinola personally sup-
ported their being invited in) —:so0 that they
could be used to tame the working class,




As events were to show the working class
was 11 an immensgely powerful position in Port-
ugal, and had it received decisive and revolu-
tionary leadership could have rapidly developed
the struggles tnat succesded the downfali of
the old regime into a victorious socialist revol-
ution:

Bui Lthe political policies of the Portugiese Com-
munist Party were Tirmly el i the sialinist moalid”
Gf Lhe Communist Parties around the world. T§ argaed
Lhal the task facing the Poriuguese masses was simply
the construclion of a ‘democralic’ order in place of
the distredited fascist repime, that socialisl revolulion
was not on the agenda for some time Lo come, and
‘LhaT. it was _[:_k;pret‘ure necessary to unile with and sup-
port Lhose ‘progressive’ capitalist groups who were
prepared to go along with such a “democratic and
national’ revolulion. A

In [me with stalinist Theory” the PCP’s programme
i apitalisL allies as small and middle-sized

buﬁinenamen and farmers, whom they saw as in con-
[fiel wilk the big monopolists. Bul, as we have noted,
the maiur rnmmnuliam backed the 'dnmncmw’ of

serving as ifs watehdog and btﬂl{l‘_‘ hn’mkpr mmde Lhe
WOrKers movement, i OTOer L get close Lo The Tes
of power — even if il was capilalist power.
The PCP only broke wilh the nmnupc}h:ﬂ,b when
il became absolutely clear that they were making an
agoressive bid for power which, if successiil, would al-
most certainly eliminate the PC
mient and the capitalist state machine. The victory of
{he working elass in this conlrontation of 28 Senteqy:
ber put the PCP in & serious dilemma. Tt was followed
by a new working class Upstrge In Which it was clear
that apvone inside the workers movement who tried
to hall il would be Lhnruug]t]} discredited. The PCPS
Ol strike breaking tactics would be a recipe for dis-
sher
At Lhe same time the passage of the monopolists
and Lheir allies inlo the camp of open reaction meant
thatl the road was left open tor the PLT § programme of
‘democratic and natjonal revolulion. The PCF had no
Jntention of breaking with the cliss-collaborationism
which was the very heart of that programme. but it
now had & choice as to how il could organise this class

collaboration.
(Op the ope hand. it could continue to base itself on

Lhe coalition Government, where it and the Soeialist
Party sat alongside the eapitalist Popular Demoeralic
Partv. Allernatively, it could Dase 1LSeil on LEving Lo
build up an exclusive alliance with 1he
Movement. which because of the essentially capitalis
programme that kept it together, would equally serve
tosubordinate the working ¢lass fo the capilalist state.
h]r the leaders of the PCP there were imporianl
; s in chann ]Im r their class collaborationism
along the road of the s alled "People AFM alliance’

{in which the Y po:q.{! l;h: rael i as Lhe representative

af Porlugiuese waorkine peoples, Mainuaining {he exjstine

struclure of Lhe coalition Government would mean
sharing the fruits of the capiialisi state with ils
Coalition partners and weakening the PCPs political
hold. Moreover, thers was a real danger of the PCP
getling 1'duEhE in & pnimeal viee if 1t H‘IPL‘J t.o leep
workins & y . verrment.
U the one hand the Socialist Party and the Popular
Demoerats wanted Lo try and solve Poriugal’s problems

by making a deal with imperialism Lo get ECOIOIIE

aid, eneourage foreign investmenl, and draw Portugal
cloger to tne Common Markel. As Socialist Party
leader Mario Soares readily admitted,  his would
“tuarantecs Lo foreign capital —
aking the back of the most militant sectio

working class and lying Porlugal firmly intu the s
perialist system. A fovernment commilied Lo such g

course could expecl to encounter tough pesistance.
from the most militant sections of the working class,

nd as the Communist Pariy realised, that could,

E!_'Pﬂt.]‘lr damage ils base of support,

On the other hand, the PCP was becoming increas:
inglhy aware thal the legacies of a half-century of fascist
rule and the conlinuing hold of reactionary fopees
ihe church, local landowners and political bosses —
over 4 large section of the country was going Lo weak-
en Lieir showing in the fortheoming elections. A
stratesy based on continuing the coalition Government,

e other members of which were placing all (heir
hopes [or stabilising capitalist rule on the elections
and the Constituent Assembly, could lead to the FCP
Teing squeezed oul of government and replaced by a
Lna]ﬁ,ﬁf?n of the Snem.hEl, Biarity with the openiy cap-

italist parties.
The PCP hoped Lo avoid this double fhreat by
basing itself on the allianee with the AFM. Tt would

_try to exploit Lhe prestige of the AFM among the
masses to boost its own support. and force on the
olher parties in the coalition a polilical course which
“uu!d nol: be gu ile dﬂ_Erﬂ—LE}R!_}_JIﬁi and pro-imperialist
s the PCPeonid -
take a certain Jeft’ furn and maintain their influence

in the working class. Al the same lime the capitalfsl

programme of Lhe AFM, and the presence in it ol

prestigious individuals cut from the d¢loth of the
old capitalist military elite. such as President Costi
(zomes, would reassure capitalism and imperialism

Lhal they were not faced with a full-blooded revoll
tonary threat, bm ‘:!mplf.f a demm ratic and naliunal

revoluiion’.

¢ In order to carry Lhis stratepy through Lhe Commun-

ist Parly had to consolidate its hold over the mass move
ment in order Lo sell itself to the AFM as Lhe best
representative of the ‘people’ and pressurise them

into adopling its political policies. This in turn re-
quired eliminating any serious competition, particul-
arly any that counld put a different type of pressure on
the AFM from within the ranks of the Government:
and that meant the Socialist Party. The PCP therefore 4
adopted a sectarian and often manipulative drive to
capture key offices in the trade unions, local couneils
and the state machinery.

A good example of how this tactic was applied
wias the fight for ‘lrade union unity’. Here the Com-
munist Party based themselves on the healthy class in-
stinet of the mass of Portuzuese workers for & united
trade union movement Lhat could best fight for their
interests. They were opposed by the Socialisis and
Popular Democrats who, in the name of ‘freedom’,
played the capitalists’ game of division. But instead
of fighting democratically inside Lthe unions for unity
the PCP tried to gel the AFM to create a single trade
unicn federation by law based on the existing Inter-
sindical trade union federation which Lthey controlled
from before 25 April 1974.

Just how sincere was the PCP's desire fora united
ur fighiing trade union movement can be judged nol
only hy its strike-breaking activity of six months earlier
but also by the fact that at the same time as it was
fighting for ‘unity” it opposed the Tusion of the
chemical and plastic workers' unions because Lhe
chemical workers” union was controlled by a Maoist
organisation.

After the poor showing of the PCPin the eleclions
this sectarianism towards the SP was stepped up. A
party genuinely dedicated to advancing the interests
of the Portuguese working class would have drawn imspir
ation from the fact that almosl 60 per tent of Lhe
voles in the election were cast for parties of Lhe work-
ing class and called for a governmeni based on the
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working class organisations. It would have launched

/



things have changed
raturn from exile by Soares (right)
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a drive for a united front with the Socialist Parly, not
in order to allow it to carry oul its pro-capitalist pro-
gramme, but in order to expose Lo Lhe Portugnese
miasses Lhe conlradiclion between the programme of
the Socialisl Parly leaders and the possibililies that
united working class action opened up. i
iul the PCP was nol this sort of party. [l was i
simply peddling a different brand of class-collabora-
tionism from that of the Soecialist Party, and treated
the SP like a travelling salesman who finds someone
else flogging the same product in his territory, {
Instead of proposing a united front to the Socialist |
Party leaders to carry the workers' struggle forward,
the PCP leaders tried Lo use their special position as
the closest allies of the main current in the AFM Lo
sgueeze the Socialist Party out of the main-stream
of palitical life. Thus the PCP leaders adopted a
thoroughly sectarian policy towards the Socialist
Party and its leaders (for example, trying to exclude
them from the 1 May Intersindical demonstration
held after the elections), which had the effect of
confusing and angering the rank-and-fite of Lthe :
socialist Parly, who felt thal their party was as much |
a part of the workers’ movement as the PCP. This |
|
|

made it easier for Soares and his gang to maintain
their influence over their party members, and created
all sorts of grievances which the 5P leaders were

able to exploit in a demagogic campaign against “dic-
Latorship’.

This policy has born disastrous fruil with the akil--
ity of the Socialist Parly to rally big sections of the
masses behind  their campaign, effectively splitling
the ranks of the working class and {or the first time
sinece 25 April, giving reactionary forces both
a mass base and political cover. 1T the present threat
to the Porluguese revolution is primarily the product |
of Lthe Lreacherous pro-capitalist leadership of the |
Socialist Parly, the class-collaborationism of the |
Communist Party is also Lo blame for helping make |
this treachery by the Socialist Parly leaders possible. i

The Portuguese Socialist Parly has emerged as the
highest hope for capitalism and imperialism to retain
their foothold on Portupuese soil. The PSP is not a
party with long standing or deep roods in Lhe Portu-
guese working class, 1L was formed In 1972 oul of a
group of intellectuals who were part of the broad
opposition [ront (along with Lhe CP and various left
Catholic groups) that took part in the phony ‘elec-
lions' that the fascist regime staged. The Fascisis con-
sidered them safficiently harmiess to allow the present
leader Mario Soares to return to the country and engage
in open pelitical aclivity for a time during the ‘liberal’
phase just after Caetano took over. Another of their

13

leading members, Raul Rego was able Lo edit the
opposition newspaper Republica under the old regime.

After 25 April the Socialists were inviled into the
Government along with the Communists where they
proved themselves devoled class-collaborationists.
Hoares became foreigh minister. in which office he
aid all the dirty work of Porluguese imperialism,
teving to stall independence for the eolonies and en-
sure the monopolies economic interests.

Subsequently the PSP graduated to defending the
interests of international imperialism. The PSP leaders
were warmly received by the American Government,
and among Lthe renowned “socialist’ celebrities the
PSP invited Lo Lisbon Lo boost their fortunes was
Edward Kennedy! Alongside its campaign against
a uniled Lrade union federation Lhe PSP organised
seminars for trade unionists addressed by spokesmen
iof the cold-war, ClA-nfiltrated, International Con-
federalion of Free Trade Unions. More recently the
P5F has become Lhe major advocate of defending
the interests of foreign investors in Portugal and
boosting the country’s dependence on foreign capital,
and drawing Portugal closer Lo Lhe capitalist Common
Market.

There can be no question about the class collabor-
aticnist nature of the PSP leadership and its thoroughly
reactionary and pro-capitalist role in the current sit-
uation. Bul we mmust not lose sight of the fact that
this leadership still has the confidence of a large and
very important section of the Portuguese working
class — which is why il is such an important ally for
capilalism and able lo do so much damage. One of
the effects of the capitalist development of Portugal is
the sharp division of the country between highly
developed indusirial zones and backward zones where
agriculture and small scale industcy prevail. The bulk
of the population are thus small farmers or workers
in Liny factories living in small towns and villages
that are often cut off from the mainstream of national
cultural and political life. This section ol the popula-
tion is often under the influence of the Catholic
Church and other reactionary forees. This has sown
the seeds of a very dangerous division in the ranks of
the Portuguese masses, which the PSP leaders capil-
alised on, gaining big support in the elections from
these more politically backward seclions of the pop-
ulation, including many die-hard reactionaries who
saw it as the *best way to stop Communism’,

At the same time il cannot be denied that the PSP

also gained numerous voles in Lhe very centres of
DrUtEiBI‘Id.I] GLrenrth ut'ten L;l]]lld]lblllﬁ on L]1-_ d!b

support of the most reactionary measures of the Goy-

Drnmeul, after 25 April (such as anti-strike legislation
and Press Len*‘sunhim which the PSP had ak least

I d in I ‘I.' . ‘i

iv must be said quile clearly thal, with this base
of supporl, Lhe Socialisl Parly musl be considered
parl of the workers” movement, despite its reformist
leadership, and must be treated accordingly. The fur-
ther progress of the revoluilon in Poringal can only
e assured if the masses at present under Lhe influence
of the PSP leadership are drawn into the struggle
and broken (rom Lhat leadership. That makes Lhe
sorl of sectarian approach to the Socialist Party that
the PCP — and unfortunately. much of the revolo-
tionary left — has adopled dangerously wrong.

In order Lo unite the Porltguese  working class
and win the mass of Socialist Parly workers Lo the
side of the revolulion it is necessary Lo lighl for a solid
united [ront of all workers — Soeialist, Communist ©
and revolutionaries — to fight the reaction and streng-
then the power of the working class. The membership
of the PSP can be convinced of the need for such



measures. [f the demands of the 5P membership force
the PSP leaders to go along with such proposals the
developmenl of the revolutionary strugsle on the
basis of this unity will rapidly push Soares and his
reformist plans (o the sidelines. But if — as is more
likely — they oppose them, they will expose their own
commitmenl to the defence of capitalism and impel
their members to break with them onee and for all.

The
way forward

Capitalism has been driven onto the defensive
more thoroughly in Portugal today than in
any country of the imperialist world since
the days of the Spanish Civil War.

Very wide sections of capitalist industry
are now in state hands: the transport system,
the banks and insurance companies, most of
Lhe major sections of private industry. The
importance of the banks in tne set-up of Port-
ugiese capitalism and their nationalisation
has served to break up the most powerful
monopoly groups which dominated the econ-
omy. Mareaver the single largest monopoly

— CUF — has itself been nationalised outright.

Altogether more than two-thirds of the Portu-
osed agrarian reform will serve to break up the
hoodings of the most powerful landowners in
Lhe south of the country.

At the same time the capitalist state machine is
in dire straits, with its administrative machine weak-
ened and discredited by Lthe widespread purging of
officials associated with the old regime, its ‘bodies
of armed men’ either discredited or infected by the
political upsurge of the working class, and the educa-
tion svstem and the organs of public information
|rewspaper, radio and TV) falling under the sway of
the workers’ strugples.

This represents a very dangerous situation for cap-
italism. But we should not equate it with the destruc-
tion of capitalist nule. confusing the dislocation nr
expropriation of individual groups of capitalists with
the destruction of capitalist social relations. The
latter have been weakened but are still firmly implant-
ed over wide sections of Portuguese society, where
small-scale industries and farming predominate. As
Lenin put il ‘small scale production engenders capit-
alism and the bourgeoisie continuously, daily, hourly,
spontaneously, and on a mass scale ' {Left Wing Com-
mumnsm).

Moreover, the continued hold of capitalism over
Portuguese society is furthes reinforced by its depen-
dence on the world imperialist svstem. Thus far the
Government has carefully avoided the nalionalisation
of foreign capital. Mullinational capitalist firms there-
fore continue o oecupy key positions in important
sections of the economy. At the same lime Portugal
remains locked into the imperialist NATO alliance.
The Communist Party, with its coneept of the *dem-
ocratic revolution’, and most currents inside the AFM
who have equally not broken with capitalism, con-
tinue to go along with the myth that Portugal could
begin to solve its economic problems through aid
from imperialisty and closer relations with the capit-
alist Commaon Market.

This has helped lay the groundwork for the inter
national campaign by imperialism to blackmail the
working class through threats to withhold aid and bar

Portugal from the EEC, and provided the Socialist
Party and their reactionary allies with further fuel
for their pro-imperialist campaign.

As long as Porlugal does not break conpletely and
decisively wilh capitalism the pconomy will remain
it chaos. the vielim of both the world capitalist erisis
and deliberate sabotage, mstabilily will reign througl-
out Portuguese soctely, with confused social graups
being pulled backwards and forwards between the
working classand Lhe forces of capitalism, and the
possibility of violent counter-revolulion will be ever
present. Theunity of all the oppressed masses of the
Porfuguese population — the working class in the eifies
barracks and farms, the poor peasantry, the small
traders and craftsmen  and the crushing of the
counter-revolutionary lorces can anly be done by
weeding out the anarchy sown by the capilalist sys-
tem [rom every corner ol Porluguese society. And
this in turn can only be done by one force in present.
day Pertugal — the working class.

The development of the mass, democratic organisa
tioms of Lhe working class that exist in the main in-
dustrial concentrations throughout the entire country,
and the drawing of all sections of Lhe working masses
into these organisations irrespective of party affilia-
tion, would overcone the disunity {hat is nowheing
spread by the agents of capital. Through the workers'
commissions in the factories and the neighbourhood
commissions these bodies could control économic pro-
duction and distribution, regulate prices, and begin
to salve Lhe other myriad social problems facing the
Porfuguese masses.

Through the creation of demoeratie soldies® com-
mittees and their involvement in these organisations
the army could be completely broken from the capit-
alist stale and brought under the authority of the
working class, smashing the schemes of the reaction-
aries and ‘moderates’ against the onward march of
Lhe Portuguese revolution. This, combined with dis-
solution of the capitalist police forces and their re-
placement by an armed workers® militia, would allow
the working class to impose and preserve their own
prolelarian order against the wrecking und sabotage
of the reactionaries, and deal with such problems as
the return of hundreds of thousands of former colon-
ists whose outlook predisposes them towards the for-
ces of reaction.

The coordination of Popular Assemblies at the
regional, and most important of all the national level,
would creale the sort of set-up that could really be-
gin to tackle the problems of the economy as a whole,
replacing capitalist anarchy with socialist planning,
democratically determined by the representatives of
the working masses and carried into effect by its
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on for the reactionaries’
— that was the slogan of the Lisnave shipyard workers




demaocralic organi=aiiois,

A workers” Government based on such a nelwork
of proletarian democracy would have the kind of un-
ity and authority necessary to meet all the obstacles
Lhrown in its way by imperialism and reaction. Its writ
would run throughout the land. It would not have
Lo pussyfool around with imperalism, but could pull
Partugal right ool of the NATO alliance and declare
its Lodal support lor Lhe anti-imperialist forces in the
former Portuguese colonies. It would be able Lo
appeal to and inspire the sorl of International work-
ing class solidarity Lhal could tame the mualti-national
firms and block impenalist economic sabotage.

It would not have Lo go cap-in-hand Lo the Common
Markel for help, but could start 1o solve ils economic
problems through a combination of socialist sconomic
planning at home and closer economic ties with those
other countries that have pulled out of the world im-
perialist system — the workers’ states of Eastern Eur
ope, Rossia, Ching and south-east Asia

All this is not jusl some socialist blueprint Lo be
dreamed about — il is Lhe only solution Lo the most
immediate and pressing problems facing every section
of Portuguese society. What is more it iz a solution
that it is possible Lo starl moving Lowards: the ele-
ments of it — democratic committees in many factories
and working class neighbourhoods, representative
Popular Assemblies in a number of the main proletar-
1an distriets, the beginnings of a democratic set-up in
several key army units — alveady exist.

The main obstacles to the implementation of this
solulion are the class collaborationism of the leader-
ships of the main workers’ organisations — the Com-
munisl Party and the Socialist Parly — and Lhe absence
of any other organised force with mass influence cap-
able of uniting the working class in the fight for
these alms.

But Lnere still exists Lhe possibility of building
such a revolutionary leadership in the heat of the
elass strsgale. There exists a working elass vanguard
consisting of the most class-conscions militants in
the main indostrial areas and the key army units
arcund Lishon Lhat nunbers in the tens of thousands.
i They recently mounted a demonstration of 50,000
strong to back the demand for a national Popular
Assembly. ) And il i$ in this vanguard Lthat the organ-
isations of the revolutionary lefl have an important
base. While they are still fragmented into a multi-
plicity of proups, most of which are very confused
on how to develop the struggle for the leadership of
the masses and the fight for workers” power, the cur-
rent crucial struggles will provide a testing-ground
for different political programmes and ideas and lay
the basis for the political elarification of the ideas
of the revolulionary left and a realignment of the
forces who look to them for leadership. Out of Lhis a
revolutionary party and revolutionary leadership can
e born  which can lead the Porfuguese working class
Lo viee tory.

An impuridllt role in ali Lhis will be played by the
militanis of the Fourth International in Portugal,
organised in the Internationalist Comnmuanist League
Despite their small [orces the LCL has throughont its
history set an example for the revlulionary left,
avoiding the errors into which other groups fell on
the left and right, and carving out i ex:wnually
correci path.

For example, the LUl avoided the sectarianism of
many of the Maoist groups who denounced the CP
as “social fascist’ and refused to take part in the mass
mobilisations mounted under their auspices, prefer-
ring to organise little “private’ demonstrations on
their own pure version of “marxism-leninism’. At the
same time the LCI did not follow the centrist groups
like the Lefl Socialist Movement (MES) or the Popular
Socialist Front (FSP) in giving credence to the idea
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The latest issue of Our Common Struggle, journal of
the Portuguese Workers Co-ordinating Committee,

| has articles on Republica, textile workers' struggles,
the political crisis in Portugal, NATO and the Azores,
Spain, local workers' struggles, and news of the Pore-
uguese Solidarity Campaign. Available from Red

Books, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1.
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Lhal Lhe working elass should place its confidence

in the AFM and look to them Lo clear the way for-
wards, but intransigently defended Lhe class indepen-
dence of Lhe working class and its vanguard role in
the revolulionary slruggle.

Similarily, the LCI shared the views of Lhe revolu-
utionary left thal the organs of ‘popular power’ were
the way forward for the working class struggle. But
il was always aware Lhal Lthese had to be genuine
mass organisations, and could nol be created out of
thim air by a small group of revolulionaries and their
sympathisers as the Revolutiopary Parly of the Prol-
etarial (PRF) seemed to think with their ‘revolution-
ary councils’ movemenl. For this reason they avoided
the seclarianism of Lthe PRP and their supporters, who
counlerposed the organs of working class democracy
to the existing mass workers parties, instead of under-
standing that they had to draw in their militants and
the masses they speak for. They were also able to
avold the opportunism of the PRP which allowed
their proposals Lo be tied to the star of AFM ‘left’
General Carvalho, who sought Lo use the PRP’s sec-
tarian slogans of *a non-party Government’ to promole
his own idea ol military rule by the AFM unfettered
by any dependence of the mass workers' parties.

Groups like the MES and the FSP also supported
demands for ‘popular power” but were unclear abaut
the refationship of these bodies Lo Lhe existing state
machinery and in particular, the AFM-led Government.
The LCI always insisted that these bodies must be-
come Lhe basis of a new, proletarian state power, and
always connecled ils campaign for the creation of
such hodies with the demand for a government based
on these organs of popular power, in place of a class-
collaborationist Government based on the capitalist
stale.

Today there is widespread agreement on Lhe revolu-
Lionary lefl on many of these guestions. and an im-
porlant measure of unily around the demand fora
National Popular Assembly (a proposal first put for-
ward by the LCI during the April elections). The LCI
is lighting vigorously to ensure that the adoption of
this demand by the most advanced sections of the
working class can serve as Lhe first step to building
the unity of the working masses under their leader-
ship.

Price

Hecently the LCI fell into political error when
it joined with 6 other organisalions of the revol-
utionary left and the Communist Party in a “Rev-
olutionary United Front’, the confused political



basis of which allowed the PCP to exploit it to
support the bankrupt Fifth Provisional Govern-
ment. This error —bern oul of the political in-
experience of the LCI which only came into ex-
istence just before the 25 April, and its perfect-
v correet desire for the unily of the workers’
movement {which it has been the most consist-
ent champion of) — was criticised by Lhe Unit-
ed Secrefarial of the Fourth International. It
serves to underline the responsibililty of the
Fourth International to provide the maximum
political, moral and material support possible
to Lhe revolutionary forces in Portugal,

The forging of a clear understanding among the
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vanguard of the working class of the measures neces
sary to lake the struggle forward, the forging of a
revolulionary leadership and the unification of all the
exploited masses in Lhe struggle to pot paid lo the
bloody and baukrupt capitalist system, are the pre-
conditions for Lhe forther advance of the Portupuese
revolution. Drawing on the immense and rich exper-
ience of the past 18 months of struggle the revolu-
tionary forees in Porlugal can carry out these tasks:
But they will need every ounce of support they can
gel from their comrades around Lhe world in order to
combat Lhe capitalist vultures that are now gathering
arcund them in the hope that the present offensive
of imperialism and reaction wins the day.

Franco’s Spain
Capitalism in a Blind Alley

Portugal has been an important experience

for the Spanish working class, who have been
injected with new enthusiams to rid themsel-
ves of their dictatorship, now the last in West-
ern Europe and a direct descendant of fascism.

But al the same time it has served as a red-light

Lo the capitalists, who want to avoid a similar
sort of show-down in Spain.

For one section of the capitalists the {esson
1 that they must quickly find a way of chan-
ging the face of a fascist military dictatorship
into & model ‘democratic’ state atile to take
its place alongside its capitalist competitors
in the Common Market. The main stumbling
block towards this ‘democratic’ face-lift would
seem to be the old dictator himself, Geéneral
Franco (now 82 and still going sirong). Hard-
Iy a week goes by without some comment by
the media thal it is time he made an exit, pre-
sumably so that the rest of Spain can get on
with ‘democracy’. Even the Financial Times
says‘Spain has two problems, the first is econ-
amic, the second is'General Franco, and there
15 no doubt that the first is overshadowed by
the second.” (June 24th 1975). However, as
nextricably a part of the dictatorship as is the
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Caudillo himself, the rottenness of the Spanish
ruling class is so deep that his removal from
the political scene will only emphasise the
crisis of the dictatorship. Without hima
change in class rule would only be a matter
of time.

The main problem for the ruling class in Spain is
how Lo deal with the massive upsurge of the working
class in their fight with the regime for a decent stand-
ard of living and the most basic democratic rights. In
dealing with this problem Lhe capitalists are divided,
with one section looking towards Portugal and saying
thal untess a programme of liberalisation is immediate-
ly implemented, the rulers of Spain will nol be able
to head off the explosion of the masses: and Lhe other
arguing that the only way to avoid another Portugal
i5 to keep the lid of repression tightly screwed on in
much the same way thal it has been kepl on for the
last 37 years. Neither of these tactics are realistic in
the present situation and do not provide a solution
for the dilemma of the dictatorship. Repression is
not a long-term answer, since il only forces the
workers into more highly organised and more wide-
spread aclivities of opposition until they become
completely unconlrollable. Neither are the liberal
measures which sections of the regime want to intro-
duce, since any capitalist liberalising measures at this
stage could only be too little too late, and would in



facl be the signal for the mass movement, oppressed
for so long in Spain, to launch a fight for all of their
rights in full.

On 8 June 1973, General Franco announced that
he was delegating his powers as head of povernment
Lo his T0-year old Vice Presidenl, Admiral Luis Car-
rero Blanco, who then became Prime Minister. This
was intended Lo be the Tirst stage in Franco's rebive-
ment, and Carrere Blanco was an obvious choice [or
successor as far as Lhe dictator was concerned. Pop-
alar with the military. he was the only candidate
with the righl background and strong enough per-
sonality to provide the necessary unifying force for
the different factions within the regime. Only he
could step into Franco’s shoes and keep the whole
set-up of the dictatorship together, while being free
Lo carry out the different twists and turns required
Lo deal with the new polilical situations threatening
the regime. Bul after his appointment in June,
Carrero Blanco had less than six months to five: he
was executed on 20 December, 1973, when militants
of the Basgue nationalist group ETA V blew him
up. This immediately posed a severe problem for the.
ruling class, since Lhere was no other successor who
could provide a definite lead, thus adding Lo their
anxiety about the ‘posi-Franco’ period.

Carrero Blanco’s suceessor as Prime Minister, Arias
Navarro, a former head of police and former mavor
of Madrid, represented nowhere near the same polit-
ical force. He has since provided a weak governmenl -
either in terms of implementing any liberalising pro-
grammes or in Lerms of dealing with the masses,
Franco's designated successor as head ol state is
Don Jusn Carlos, son of the exiled Don Juan of
Bourbon, who is to become King on Franco's death.
But he was never intended as anything moere than a
puppet — Lhe real fate of Lhe regime will be decided
by others.

Over the immediale past-period, then, ihe tolter-
ing regime has been literally clutching at straws. On
the one hand it has given pathetic concessions such
as the right to strike (with conditions), when in Fact
the Spanish workers have been unconditionally
striking for the past 36 vears. On the other hand,
it has resorted to brutal repression like the recent
State of Emergency imposed in the Basque country
on 25 April, which polarised upinion so sharply and
produced combalive struggles between Lhe state
and militants not seen since the Civil War.

This apparent vacillation by the regime is pro-
duced by the faction war between the different
currents of opinion inside it. The far right, such as
the Falangisis with members like General Carlos In-
lesta, commander of the 80,000 strong Guardia Civil.
nol too surprisingly advocate an extfeme line of more
oul and oul repression as Lhe Goly means by which
Francoism can survive intact after Franco. Other cur-
rents of opinion such as Opus Dei, the powerful Cath-
olic pressure group, want certain institutional reforms
which could open a gradual and controlled process of
‘Eurapeanisation’ of the dictatorship. This would
allow direct control by big capitalists of the state ap-
paratus and the rebuilding of its social base, which
has become totally depleted as seclion afier section
of the regime's traditional supporters — the Church,
the army ete, — have lost faith in its abilities.

The Catholic Church, an extremely powerful in-
fluence in Spain and one of the main pillars of support
throughout the regime’s history, is clearly disenchanted
wilh the regime. Many priests and even some Arch-
bishops have given support to workers on strike and
have even undergone hunger-strikes in support of pol-
itical prisoners. Priesis have recently been the targets
of several fascist attacks by members of "Guerillas of
Christ the King’, a right-wing organisation, and many
others have been arrested and even tortured by the

palice Tor their support of [he mass movement. On
28 Janunary four priests were arrested in Pamplona as
a result of sermons which they had preached in sup-
port of workers on strike. One of those held was
fined pis. 500,000 (about £3,500) without trial. The
Bishop immediately paid the fine for him. Fines
against Pamplona priests totalled £10,000 in a fort-
night. Although the relationship between the Church
and the State is nol a harmonious one al present, the
Church is by no means a revolutionary force and in
any big social upheaval would only be two steps away
from playing ils traditional role of reaction in exactly
Lhe same way that if is doing in neighbouring Portugal

The other main pillar of support of the regime, the
army, is loday an unknown ideclogical quantity. Bas-
ically a conscripl army, it has a professional core of
100,000 officers and senior NC(Q 5. Insulated in its
barracks, it has become a closed society, highly inbred
wilh the bulk of commissioned men the off-spring of
military families (during the three years 1961—63,
approximately 70 per cent of Lhe new officer candid-
ates were sons of Army men). Allhough the officer-
class has shown its solid allegiance to General Franco,
differences within the regime must have some reflec-
tion within the army ilself, although notl on the scale
which created the Armed Forces Movement in Port-
ugal.

Events would seem Lo bear this'out. According to
reports in the Financial Times 24 June, 1975: "A few
weeks ago Madrilenos were treated to the amazing
sight of senior officers snapping Lo salute as Right-
wing demonstrators sang the Falangist batlle hymn
“Face Lo the sun”, and passed out leaflets demanding
the resignation of the Government because there were
“traitors wilhin its ranks™ . Earlier this year in Feb-
riary two army officers were srrested for participating
in meetings of young oificers discussing the post-Fran-
co era, and they were also known fo have had contact
with centre-left political groups. Some 2 000 soldiers
are said Lo have signed the “justice and peace petition’
calling for an amnesty for all political prisoners. The
chief of the general staff, Tt. Gen. Manuel Diez Ale-
gria, was sacked last summer for keeping in contact
with a variety of polilical opposilion figures.

On 29 July this year an army major and six captains
were arrested, and later at least seven other officers
were detained for political reasons. Military sources
said that the arrests had brought into the open the
growing clash between officers of the Civil War era
and those commissioned a decade o two later. Since
the Burgos trial in 1970, when six members of the
Basgue nationalist proup, ETA V, were saved from
the death penalty by international mobilisations, cer-
tain officers have become increasingly restless about
their repressive functions within the State. Apart
from professional frustrations, they do not like the
military being used to stage court martials of civilians
for political offences.

Groups of officers began (o hold informal seminars
and discussions aboul broadly economie and political
matters, whilst carefully avoiding political parties. It
seems that the regime is no longer wholly confident
about the army’s complete support, particularly in
the more jwnior ranks, so Lhat it cannot even toleraie
simple discussion groups. It seems that no section is
immune from the repressive tentacles of Lhe dictator-
ship.

The evidence would seem Lo suggest that the army
would like to play a passive role in the post-Franco
era, which could be an important factor in the struggles
Lo come.

Al the same time important sections of the middle
and professional classes have begun to demonstrate
Lheir impatience with the regime in its present. form.
On & February, more than 500 senior Spamsh eivil
servants called publicly for the introduction of dem-
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ocracy in a letter which they sent to the Prime Min-
ister, Arias Navarro. They advocated the formation
of free trade unions, 2 Government “controlled by rep-
resentatives of Lhe Spanish people’ and for ‘democ-
racy’, in which they said they would willingly partici-
pate. The leller followed a strike by civil servants
which paralysed Lhe work of several Ministries.

Although “the 500" are only a small percentage of
ciyil servants employed in Madrid, they number among
their ranks architects, economists, diplomats, finance
inspectors, statisticians, engineers, senior employvees
of the Bank of Spain, agricultural experis, veterinary
surgeans — in fact virtually the whole range of pro-
fessiopal people employed by the State. The only ex-
cepltion seems to have been Lhe State prosecutors.

Also in February, two of Madrid’s principal hos-
pitals were hit by a strike of nurses and auxiliary staff,
and a more recent doctors strike lasted for several
months. In Madrid, an actors strike closed | Lealres
and the strike spread to colleagues working in televi
sion, mdio and drama schools.  Although the strikes
were originally for higher wages, the strikers were
also demanding Lhe right for Lheir own elected repre-
sentatives to negotiate Lhe new pay deals instead of
Lhe state sindicatos; and were also in solidarity with
several jourralisis who had been victimised.

In al least one case during the actors strike the
audience rose to its feel and applauded when it was
amnounced Lhat the performance was being called
off beeause of Lhe strike. So much for those artists
in the Spanish National Dance Company whao told
pickets who were picketing the Coliseum in London
where Lhey were performing: “We are artists and have
nothing Lo do with politics’!

There are hundreds of examples which could be
recounted of the many different sections of Spanish
sociely which over the past period have been drawn
inlo dirécl opposition to the regime: the one hun-
dred school teachers in San Sebaslian who in January
were locked out by the authorilies lor going on strike,
or the 26 lawyers who staged 2 sit-in at Lheir proles-
sianal head-quarters in support of an amnesty lor
political prisoners. The number of sirikes in solidarity
with otherstruggies are inereasing. showing clearly
the growing consciousness which Spanish working
people have of their strength, and their ability Lo com:-
bat the dictatorship.

Against Lhe background of economic recession,
wilh unemployment rising, inflation munning at 25-

40 per cenl, and no sign of the Spanish economy pull-
ing oul of decline {forecasts predict that the economy
will grow only about 2.5 per cent in 1975, as compar-
ed with 5 per cenl last year), the regime has reached
its limits of manoeuvrability. It ¢annot in any way
meet the challenge of the workers fighting in defence
of their living standards.

Already in Lhe first six months of this year a total
of 7.795.984 man hours have been lost in strikes:

Demonstration of the Workers Commissions in Spain. Ay

almost as much as the 8 million lost in the whaole of
1971, and nearly Lwice as many for the same period
last year. [t is elear even from the figures that the
working class is on the offensive. But whal the
fizures do not tell us is that the workers’ struggles are
going beyond the stage of a fight solely for immediate
demands. Alongside entirely justified immedisle ec-
onomic demands, such as equal wage increases for all,
a minimum salary of 800 pesetas a day (aboul £30 a
week) and 2 halt to lay offs, more far reaching dem-
ands are being raised, such as the sliding scale of wages
opening of the basses” books, and certain demands for
workers control. Along wilth these are the demands
for the release of all political prisoners; the right lo
strike (unconditionally); trade union freedoms; free-
dom of association, assembly, demonstration, and Lthe
press; dissolution of the repressite bodies of the die.
tatorship. These demands begin to pose Lhe gqueslion
ol opposilion to capitalism itself, in the context of
the fightl against the Francoist dictatorship.

The most impressive, and indegd most important

recent siroggle was the general strike in the Basque
country on 11 December 1974 impressive because it
involved an estimated 300,000 people: important be-
cause its central demand was for the release of pol-
itical prisoners and the dissolulion of the repressive
corps. It drew in wide layvers of Lhe community — not
even since Burgos in 1970 has a political mobilisation
been backed with such solidarity. [t was dlso one
of the first major mobilisations in which the Spanish
Communist Party was not a principal organiser.

Demonstralions were held during the strike in Bil-
bao, San Sebastian, Hernani Estella and other towns.
At least one worker was shot in Hernani, near San
Sebustian, in a violenl clash between workers and
riot police. Even in the face of severs repression the
strike somehow managed to take place. Apparently
the para-military Guardia Civil police force had been
rotinding up all known political activists more than
a week prior Lo Lhe sirike. Many shopkeepers were
threatened with heavy lines il 'they dared Lo close
down during the strike — 50 instead of closing com-
pletely, they switched their lights ofT and drew Lheir
shutters hall way in teken solidarity with the strile.

The strike sparked off struggles in Madrid which
guickly spread to include while-collar workers, and
most of the majoer hanks were hit by sporadic stop-
pages as the vear drew Lo a elose. In January. Spain’s
biggest car manufacturer, SEAT, became engaged in
a longrunning batile with ils workers. 21,000 men
who were locked oul by SEAT for a week decided
evenlually Lo retuen Lo the faclory because Lhey said
that it was the only place where they could meel in
any number, All previous demonstrations and meet-
ings, some as large as 4,000 had been brutally dispers-
ed by the police with many arrests and injuries; and
one worker was shol.

Further strikes took place in the northern city of
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Famplona, where Lhe whole of the industrial belt
around the city was affected for over two months by
an almost continual struggle. The focal puint of the
peneril sirike in Pamplona was 8 Lwo-week under-
ground sit-in by bocal potash miners who were even-
Lually ejected Trom the mine when police actaally
wenl underground. A young militant was shot dead
by the para-military Guardia Civil as he was distribut-
ing literaiure urging support for the Pamplona strikers,
In addition Lo Lhe vicious repression from the re-
gime ilself Lhe emplovers have hit hard al the workers.
lix 20 of the main dispules during 1974 approximate-
Iy 46,000 workers were disciplined {usually by lock-
ouls) and 6,800 sacked. ln the first three months of
this year alone 1,600 men were sacked in Lhe region
of Catalonia, a heavy propoction of them voming from
SEAT. while in the whole of Spain the number lopped

OO0 during January and February, Whilst many of the

Llese sackings resull from the economic recession
which is affecting Spain quite badly, especially in the
car manufacluring industries, as in the rest of Europe,
Lliey are also tied up with attempts Lo remove the
principal working class militanis. Over 80 Fasa-Ren-
ault car workers alone have lost their jobs this vear for
“labour indiscipline”. 1n spite of these measures. the
workers are able Lo hil back at the employers because
of Lheir conscious sirenglh and combativily. their
sense of solidarity, but principally because of their
ability to organise themselves independently through
sueh bodies as the workers’ commissions.

The commissions are rank-and-file bodies which
unile and organise Lhe workers® struggles at factory,
local regional, and recently even the national level.
They grew up in the early 19605 out of the successful
wage struggles of Lhal period. and it was their spontan-
eous characler which proved to be their sirength.
Since Lhey were not permanent bodies, they were not
llegal - any Lrade union except for the official sin-
dicatos or verlical trade unions was illegal. However,
as they gradually replaced the official trade unions in
subsequent negolialions Lhey became more and more
perraanent, and by the end of Lthe 60°s Lheir leaders
were arrested. In 1973, 10 militants, charged with
nothing more than being members of the national co-
ordinating body of the workers' commissions, were
given long jail sentences.

MNevertheless. because of their mass character. Lhe
rommissions have survived and are daily growing in
Lheir strength and co-ordination. It was Lthe commis.
sions and the left-wing organisations which orsanised
the December general strike in the Basque country.
and more recently the general strike of 11 June of
this vear. This was supported by 1000000 workers
during the Stale of Emergency and in the face of Lhe
muosl vicious repressive measures ever launched by the
regime.

During Lhe Pamplona general strike a ‘struggle com-
miltes’ was formed including both Lhe elected commit-
tees of several factories and the workers commissions
of others, with lhe presence of representatives of
stiudent and neighbourhood organisalions. 1n Barcel-
ond @ united co-ordinating body of the workers
commissions is already funetioning; i thi Basque
country this objective is on Lhe way to realisation.

In Madrid, Galicia. und Asturias siguificant efforts at
co-ordinaiion are under way, In Valladolid 2 cenlral
strike commitlee in the building trace was set up dur-
ing the April 1975 strike. and efforts to co-ordinale
with the strike of the workers al the FASA Renault
factory were shelehed oul. The unification of all the
workers commissions of the Spanish state; going be-
yond the insufficienl framework of the present
national co-ordination, which links up the forees con-
trolled by the Communist Party faction, is becoming
increasingly possible. It is broadly felt as an urgent
necessity by Lhe workers themselves.

During the recent struggles it has become increas
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ingly evident that the workers in the Basgue country
{ Euskadi) have emerged a5 the most combative see-
tion of Lhe vanguard al present leading the striggle
against the diclatorship.. This leadership has grown
out of the Basgue people’s siruggle with the Spanish
state for an sutonomous Basque State. Since Lhe Lile
19h cenlury the Spanish Basques — concentraled in
the Lhiree provineces of Vizcaya. Guipuzeos and Alava:
and Lo & lesser extent in Navarra  have campaigned
for autonomy. The Basque people have Lheir own
language. as do the people of Catalonia and Galicia
wha also want autonomy.

Sinee Lhe early 1960° Basque separatist [eeling
has manifested itsell in its supporl far ETA. a popular
movement for-Basque lreedom When 6 of K'TAs mil-
itants were sentenced ta dealh in December 1970 by
a Burgos Military Court this louched off te mosl in
Lensive and generalised struggle throushoutl Spain
since the Civil War. Coupled with a massive interna-
tional mobilisation and outery, General Franco bad
Lo capitulate and Lo commute the deall senlences.

It therefore came as no surprise when. earlier 1his
vear, the dictatorship imposed a State of Emerseney
in the Basque country. in an attempt 1o smash thal
vanguard. Under this umbrella it launched one of Lhe
bloodiest and most oulrageous offensives against Lhe
Basque people, Within a few weeks of the declaration
of Lhe Stale of Emergency il was estimated thal the
number of people detained in Lhe city of Bilbao slone
was aboul 2.000 1o 1,000 (the majority of whom
were aclually released after a detention of four to
cight hours). By 11 May. the number of delentions
in the provinee of Guipuzcos had exceeded [ 5000,
At one point at least 500 people were actually de-
lained in the Bilbao bull ring because all the police
stations were full. It seems ironic that this narlicular
event fand olher alrocities) were hardly menlioned
by Lhe British media, and yel a passing remark by
General Carvalho of Portugal thal his government
mignt have Lo pul reactionaries in the bull ring set
Lhe mass media sceeaming its head of

The ulra rght-wing para-military organisation cal-
led "Guerillas of Christ the King” which is directly
linked with the police has carried oul a campaign of
lerror through bombing. machine-gunning and [lood.
ing people out of Lheir homes. Several people have
also been beaten up, including several lawyers and
priesis who have triced io help political prisoners. The
police, of course, have arrested no one for these offen-
ces,  According Lo a correspondent of the Times {24
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April,1975) —Police Inspector Llorente for example,
was nicknamed “Pitillo™, a slang term Tor cigarette,
Lecause he freguendly extinguished cigarettes on the
chests of people under interrogation. One girl showed
mie her breasts, Lhe nipples of which were partly burnt
off. She said this happened during her interrogation
by Liorente.” Llorente was laler executed by a squad
of ETA militants.

The State of Emergency in the Basque country,
however, has not solved any of the problems of the
dictatorship, since there is every indication that the
Basque people are even more mililant than they were
before, and thal the crimes against them will be paid
for even more dearly when the dictatorship falls. One
af the first things which the oppressed masses of Port-
uagl did after the coup was to hunt down their known
torturers in the streets of Lisbon.

The only political group which has the sorl of in-
[uence necessary Lo sound the death-knell of the dic-
Latorshin is the Spanish Communist Party. However,
Lhe Communist Party is not interested in organising
a workers offensive — il is Loo busy Lryving Lo woo
maverick capilalists to join its ‘Junla Democratica’

( Demaocratic Council). Since the 1950 the Commun-
ist Party has preached a policy of *national reconcilia-
tion’ — that the different sides that took part in the
Civil War should forget their differences {and the
G00,000 corpses) that lie between them and get to-
gether to work for a ‘democratic’ Spain. Quite con-
vieniently, in the process of arguing that everyone

else should forget about the Civil War, the Commun-
ist Party is also able to “forget’ aboul Lhe fact that
this same policy of subordinating the working class
and its allies to the political tastes of supposedly ‘dem-
ocratic’ capitalists was the main reason for the viclory
of the fascists in the first place.

In their eagerness to prove to Lthe capilalisls how
‘responsible” they are the Communist Party have given
the “Junta Democratica” a programme that would
leave unlouched a big slice of Lhe present regime, in-
cluding much of its repressive machinery, and do
nothing about Lhe malerial problems that are worry-
ing the mass of the Spanish people.  Despite all this
‘moderation’ no significant group of Spanish capital-
ists has shown the slightest interest in uniting with
the ‘Junta Demoecratica’. The only other participants
in it so far have been small left wing groups like the
Partido de Trabajo (formerly the International Com-
munists) and Lthe Popular Socialist Party (Lhe smaller
of Lhe socialist parties] and a collection of individuals
of varying importance. The reason for the reluctanece
of the Spanish capitalisis to collaborate with Lhe
Spanish CPis that it does not trust il to control the
revolutionary potential of Lhe masses. Tndeed, the
capitalists are following with anxiety the relative doe-
line of control by the traditional organisations, the
CP and the PSOE (Socialist Parly ), over the working
class. 'This further weakens the eredibilivy of their
project of re-establishing a capitalizt Jondoeracy in
which the reformist leaderships wonfs be capable of
channelling the strugeles of the maee Yo paths
compatible with the maintenancy and - asolidalion
ol capitalist rule.

A recent example of the CP's failure was the Decem-

ber general strike in Euskadi. Belore the strike the
Communisi Parly ssoed leafllets aguinst it on the
grounds that it would be “opportanist’. Butl in spite
of Lhe CP Lhe gepwral strike took place and involved
SO0.000 workers, who obwiously did not agree wilh
the CP line,

The “Junta Demdeeratica’ 15 a class collaborationist
pipe dream whicli so [ar has failed in the ense that i
It edraown no significant section of The capitalist
class Lowards serfous aetion against the diclalorship.
The leadérship of the OP and  its allies wanl to assure
the-Spantsh capitalists thal the vegime san be changed

under conditions that would leave intacl not only its
economic power and privale property, bul even ils
state and its instruments of repression against the
workers. This is the real content of Lheir treacherous
policy. While the effects of this pelicy remain weak
today. this may not be the case immediately after
Lhe overthrow of the dictatorship. At that point, an
alliance with the Social Democratic reformist= and
Stalinists could appear to significant sectors of the
capitalists asa last resort in balting the revolutionary
UpSurge.

Revolutionary Marxists have always counlerposed
a consistent class strategy Lo the stralegy of class col-
laboration pul forward by the CP. They are fighting
Lo develop the sorl of independent working class
action that can bring down the dictatorship — a rev-
olulionary general strike. Whether the dictatorship
is destroyed in such a confrontation, or.is dismantled
by Lhe eapitalists in an atiempl Lo foresiall such an
eventualily, the perspective that will begin in Spain
will be that of prolelarian revolution, not that of an
experiment in the peaceful transfer of power from
one team of capitalist politicians to anolher.

I the present situation it is parliculardy important
for the mternational workers’ movement Lo understand
the part that the political prisoners and the fight for
Lheir release plays in developing the fight against the
dictatorship in Spain. Throughoul the recent upheav-
als — mass occupations, strikes and mass demonstrations
— the cause of the political prisoners has been taken
up by the workers in struggle. This particular issue
has also been taken up by ever-wider layers of Span-
ish society, meluding the 2,000 soldiers in the army
who signed the petition calling for an amnesty for all
political prisoners.

It is the Crials of militants such as Eva Forest,
Antonio Duran, Garmendia and Otaegui which
now provide the focus for selidarity struggles both
inside Spain itself and throughout Europe. The dic-
tatorship itself is hoping to use the forthcoming Lrials
to legally murder these militants and to demoralise
the masses in spposition. There is, however, every
possibility that the trials will produce a new “Burgos’
situation, setting off a tide of opposition that the
regime will be unable to deal with. At the very least
it will create a situation which will go a long way to-
wards pushing Lhe tottering dictalorship over the edge.

An international campaign for the defence of Span-
ish political prisoners is already mounting in Europe.
We must build that movement in order to help the
mass movement in Spain to break the repressive hold
of the dietatorship and open the way forward fora
Socialist Spain, a Socialist [beria and a Socialist Eur-

ope.
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