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Introduction
ly Jwsmanm

Th: irnprisonment of fivr lnnfing manbcrs or an came: 77 civil righumavemcnx In Ocmbs I979 {named the nrtcnlion at an entire man-nmavemcnl m umWar on me umule Iordzvnvxruirsrighu in Czcdanslovakin.on this Fwsmnnivaszry or shun-us. whim lookpuma May ms, Sadllhlpnblishs {Ms shun plllnhlel |n vaollduix w-iLlI um mmmde PmUm Ind :11 U1: otherChum: mam-m wlm bzvebecnuxriunly pimennedandImplimncd by the Czcckzmlovak Kegunr.

All five jailed (‘hnrI:r 77 luders — Pclr UIII. \'.'h:la> Havel. \’ucIav Bind}.Oil: Bednamvn and Jiri liellslhin — Mum menlben of III: Committee (0Dcfuld the Linjuuly ;-mmued (vows rm: mam body wt)‘ ximilar inlunctinn xo {hr NCCL ‘ll Britain. I’h¢_\ WEIL’ azmned D!‘ mbvaainn an ()1:gmunda um mar publicualmlrnxxmm mm: action: with: pallet and m:mun: ‘mrcalenfi In undrrmin: llx: Rrmrlvlix". Ye’! M Ll: lrhl e prosecuriund.idn'l avm nun-npl In dispnwt at \ingl= llleglliml by VONS H1: xenwmzswet: x:al|dcmncd by Hi: rnfltr Irfl in Brillhl 2nd by Svdilkl and (‘ummuni5|Prniu xhmuuhuuk Eufape in an unparlllriled hlnilmimul uurcry.

Barn ‘m :94: Pm Um q-uxircd a nu canine and, :4 um um: of the FngucSpfing. was 11 Luther In mesmgue Teamiax coneu. Emma 1965 and wasIn: spun coqndmhgc mm in Fans: mam hr bunmc Iuivrly uwomd an

conucl win: (he idux :1! H1: rualmimul} Inn mi hcaxntz supponu or meFuunll lnlenmmnnl.

Afxzr cm Suvm invasion m Augusl was ind the dis mgmian M therefonniu Ludexship under numu u was me small sum": of xemlmimlzxyMuxnslsnsnoud wim Petr um um nflcwd we um umlnnudxfilsuucr todue ocs:upaLinnand aevaapcd a rvmslallun Illanllivr m me po|ic-in ofmgDubcck pany 1e:m.The Movzmrnl ofllgvahmrmazy Ynulh (MRY). nfwhichn: was a founda and mum member. Wu fnrlmd in Nuvcmber was, am
1



belarc me inyanon Hus ciirreni had aircady bcgun ia anulmc during |h:
izragiic Spring.

in Jiinc mix n nicaiing uf aiiaiii rinc iiiianrcd people, orgaiiizad by uni,
Zbynek Fisar and various Sympathlsus of inc Western lcvolll 'anary left.
launched a niiaiiccsiiii ISIl|kl.ill Ul|lol1lIl€fl3 Muerialyl of wniai win was
minor and annonncca inn ioirnaiioii or a mi communist your: which callvd
iiscuiiir Prague Club Thu: Jim: zaui isrii: of Innn-iniiciiy Mnrrilly published
excexpls fmm inc Faun?! inicrnaiiaiiars Maniiesio uf May enlilled ‘For n
(‘ncycrnmcm oi Workus‘ Cmmnls in C1xhos|avak.i.n'.an wzll as an accoiini
nf inc May events in Fans, an inicrvimv min Riidi Dulscllkt and an article by
User an women‘ oaiiiicur. Th:Club alsa Dubhfllcd a Programme for sociaiiri
Democrat)‘ which mllnl rnr Vhe removal of inc Novolnyiin iraiii an pcsliinns
of imcr. HI: tslabllshmull uf work:rs' sclninanaiceinani and reliance on
mass aciiviry as im onsy giiaranieo for inc establishmam of Socialist
deiiiocmcy wnci-i uni nnurned train a irip io Fmflct he iiroiigiii wiin mm a
copy of inc fafllflus opcn Lrutr or inc Puiiui iipposiiioniiis Kuxan and
Modzielcwskl wnicn no nanslaled. In June the Smdenl parliament ufchaflnUlllvcrsily in Pragnc iaiioiisiim Looo copier oi (HIS opcn Letwr which was
v:r) inniicriiiai among [he Sllldzms. _

Aiinoiign Uhl was on the coiniiiiiicc or me laachzrs iiinon and Khrough inis
pariirip.-iicu in the |lmDlI'S naiionai aciiyiiies, ii was me slndenkmilicn iiiai
pmuded {he base rnr no aciiyiiy znflcr lhv: Invasion This Emil] Cun’elI| of
rmliiiionarici orgnluzzd inc big sriiacni szriirc of Novcnibcr was and ii wns
DUI Oflhls smkc mar theMovemcm oi RevolutionaryYouth was fomlzd. Th:
eiriiraWa~ Iaiinciieu Wflhlll iiayi or |h= November mtchrlg oi HI: Parly Cenual
caminiiicc wiiian omciauy acceptad theMarcnw pmmcnls The slnke. wiiicri
was nlso an 0L‘Cupfl|\0lI, roon spread iron-. III: piiiioropny Iacuky inio an Kb:

cillzr raciiiiics aria inio inc high schools and lasted for one week ii cslablishtd
links wiiii (ht unofficial irade Ilmoll cummiucct which wcrc bfing ioiinad
especially wilh iiic Mela] Workers Union TheMRY. airnangn ii rind only me
mambus in Pragua. had a vcry wide Influence among inc Sl|ld¢I|LS and among
rcciioii: of the workmg class or iii: so incnibcis of are siiiiicni conncii oi
Fragu: Univtrslly s were mflnbers of riic MRY and another iz wtre
sympnlhisers. Pmmuwnl leaders or lh: Mela! Workers union and ma factory
~0lHlV||HL’\‘§ wern 41:0 nicniiiera. ii. founding Maniiexm caiica {or me
acsiniciion or inc oiiicaiicranc stale rnmihme, mo cs|flbhShmL‘n| iii a sysicni of
seinrnanagciiinni aiio a mass working ciais zlrugglz for Soclzlisl democracy.

On the rirci anriiymary of inc mvlsmn. in Angus: I969. iii; MRV dislrlbului
100,000 CDPKS or an Avpcal (To All vaiing Poanizi and, under (he name of
me Rcvullmonaxy sociaiisr Pariy oi Czzchoslovnkm produced a Manifesto
wiiicii clearly diffcrenualcd iircii from me reform i‘ul'nmuI|IS|S:

‘We do no! believe in (he/4:‘/I07!Pragmmm: 0/the Czcrh on we krmw mm
ii I: humiznt. min II [5 wrtllen with the am a/inzeniians. and Mm M can agree
Wrlh ii In many rerpec-ix. bill me Augul invasion demanxrratex mm mi:
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programme LY nol correct, /97 ii LS lmwarlmb/e we no longer believe m we
system where ihe leadership. even when ii I: as hnmnne in Dubcek, decidci /nrIhe worker: wminar them, /or only me worker; lherrue/vex have me right ta
decide their own destiny, -

Ln Decenaher 1969, as the MRY was preparing a demonsualion to mark ihc
'anniv:rsary of lhe dam or Jan Palach. l>err UN and 25 other lradnrs wcre
ai-reeled. Tried in March l97l he WIS scnienccd [04 y::rs' ImpYisDlIlrlen|, wiih
ouier members receiving lcsscr semvncrs. The repiers l| hrok: ihe
oriiaiiimiicii or dieMRY hni ii did noi succeed in brcaklng ihe coniiniiiiy or
ilie revoliinonary cnrreni which uhl reprnscnlcd,

Released in |973 he organinea ilie firs! public poliiieal protest to lake place
arier me cpnrolidaiion of In: Hurak Ivgime — a peiiiian of proreri which
aolidnrized will-i ilie working clasr slriiirgle in Chile against me nnlirary jiinia
and which, an in: same rirne. crii ized me hypocrisy of ihe Czechoslovak
lawyers’ aaaocialioii ior iis hollow expression of concern (or rhe lack or civil
iiyiu in Chile.

inn is ihc organimtlon or in: M11‘! in use paved [he way for rhe
orgnnizaiion or tile rernirn comnlunins in apposlllon so now also in ma rlie
Chile pioiaei oleinonsrrared ilie possibility nra ioi-ni of open p cal aciiviiy
nnder Husak and paved LII: way rnr ilie Charltr 77 ninverneni Uhl was a
founding and lmdlng m:iI\|)zr of charier 77 and ednar oi ilk lnfmmlllan
nnlleiin. in ilie aniiinin M1977 he irniiaied ihe cnniiiiiiiee for in: Deience of
uninsuy Pmreenied Ptrsans wows). a ciiizens' iriiiiarive wirliin ihe civil
right; iiiovcineni which aimed, as slztzd in ii: programme of Apnl mu, ‘mmunilor Lh: case: or persons who are heing prosecuted or inipr nnpd for ihe
expn.-ssional iheir lxlnvicliolls. or who have ralleo viciiin in aihiirary police or
indicial aciioiil.

Between men and June i979 VONS prodiiped HA coiiiniiiniqiies nialiiiig
pllblll: slid) lmes or arblirary and iinjus: proaecuuon. This small eonirnilree
(22 iiieiiilaees beiore Lhc arrests) ptneintd with its zclivlty a large nnrnbei oi‘
provincial towns in Bohemia and Mniavia, delendjng ordinary people whose
cares omerwise would never have coineicilie alieniion 0! iii: pnhlic From me
aiiininn of 1977 peir uhl was under conxiani surveillance by rncinlms uf ihe
Czech pcliiical police. He LS now serving a nveyear sentence iinoer ‘slrict
regime’.

The campaign lalmchcd in Lhz wearerii labour nioverneni at ihc nine oi lhe
irial mns| now he slapped up in deinaiid rhe release or )’:1r uhl and all ilie
imprisoned Cliarier membcrs from p

’
on and lo rleiend iii: iighi of all such

gniips in Qechoslovakia lo rnnciion ireely our hIVI.\i!lI(M and
prcreciiiion by |h= snare.
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Interview with Petr Uhl

The]u1lowIrIgI:pIm II/II [anger I>IImI:wmmpm um whtc/I was conducted
HI PrI1gIIcIrI January IV’/9. 77II'/'uII Interview mu II: I-anInIn:III in n :IIII::IInn
9/ um wrrrings Ia he nIII>IIIn:n later /WS)PA1r by Allemalivcs In Easlcrn
Lulopc The InI:m:w mu mrtdurlnd by In: sIngI:Inn

wII:II did you II::IIIn. : Mllxil?
I II::anI: :\ MaIxI.I wIIII: I wnI Mill aI college. I was very much mfluenctd by
IIII» :IIIII. . IIII MaIxIsIII, :;pecIaIIy Inns: of I>IaI:mI IIII H:nnacII, Man was
pIar:ssoI of MIIXISM. TIII: was £95861. II I5 IIII:I:sIII~Ig fol In: IIIaI today
PrlIr¢§SDY Helmnch I5 an: nI III: slgnaloncs 0! [ha chamr.

Al |h(‘ II:gInIIIIIg I Max I III’oInIIsI I had a :rIIiIIII: III III: IIIIImI:IaII: sysmn
III I lhonghl IIIaI III: raIIIIs :aIIIa II: U\/Eftflmt gradually I wu very
a:IIII:II:d by 111) :‘V(p=|'I:'l\C¢\ In Franc: during III: I9sI>s. I was III:I: for [W0
1'nG\1l'Klll l%S.then anaIn In 1967. and 3 Hlllts In was In Pans Ill |955 III:I:
was [his InI:InaI cm: and d:IIaI: In III: Sludtlll IIIIIoII, III: usc. TII:I: w:I:IIIII: IIII:I:n _ A ‘prulmhan' rragIIaIIII I:nII:n:y, III: 1-mIsIIyIsIa and III:
sIaIIII 3.1-hi pmIIaIIan I:nn:n:y was, III :aIIIs:. I:IaIIn SI and polyucnlnc
II. wnscnw is an InIIg:I III: Vfinlk, IIa IInaI Iaads. Elf.) TII: I:aIII:I of |hiS
I:II.I:ncy was a p:IIInI :nII:d Klhn. This II wII:I: I nIsI In:I Alain KHVHICI III:
I:aII:I III III: TIaIIII,I,I I:IIII:IIQ I took part in an III: III: IIaIII:s. I III:naI:d
myself {or III: !J|\C|I:5!0lIS anII I nI:Iv:II:II I also look pan actively III III:II
Walk I Imd In IIIIIIII cm I:arI:Is Wllh III: pIa—IIaIInII I:IIa:n:y.

[could speak FI:n:II IIHJLIII ImI:I III:n man now I IuI:uI Paris, III: :oIInI.Iy, ivs
:IIIIIII:, aII and SO on. For In: Pans IS III: s:«Ind cm In III: world aII:I
I=IagII:.

_

In III: sIIIIggI: III tendencies I me: many coI-III-mes IIII: Knvml and I kn:w and
d|S('|lS.)Cd wiIII III: :nIIIIad:s ol III: JCR [La Jeunzsse caInIIIIInIsI: Re‘/ol\l|lon—
IIaII:I I IIIoIIgIII back wIIII In: «mm I=Ian:: III: lamcms I:II:I or III: Polish
IIIssId:nIs Kllfoll and Madz.elewsl<i.' wI-I:II III: Prnglle Spring, III: nI:IIIIIcIaII—
Safloll nmccss, began in cI:cIIII.IIIvaIII.I I968 I IIaIIsIaI:a II In|fl cz::II and
III: sIIId:nI PaIIIIIIn:III In Pragu: nunIIsII:d II and IIIIIIIIIuI:d II. w: Inad:
Ahklul a thousand Copies. II was vossible [0 do uIaI xhen: III: IIIImIIcnIIIc
\ll’LXC\’\lY:S w:I: locael ng up. TII:I-: wa.\ an orric: in CVCTY Imznhy wII:I: VAC

coIIIa dluflbulc Such IIIIIIgs. TII: I:II:I was sold [or only 5 crowns, dunng III:
Invasion II can lDtrowm' The |rfl7IS‘alI0\'| anII IIuIIIIcaIIan III III: Klllon I:II:I
was my (1151 II-IIIIoIIanI no‘ ’ In an.
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whan wh! you perwm-||3 hnynnnyenn in in mm

lu Prague, nnn the spnng on ma, nhm was a leln—wlnng dlscussian nlub
organised lay Zbvnek risen Ka phnlosurlhcr. pocn, an nae name a Maoasn, a
pmpzgandxsl of nhe Pckmg llue. bul also in rayoun of sell’-organuauon aha
wanlnenc ccuntik]. Thu qucsllon cl" sn I-mgal-u~.nlcn and vmrkers'cL7unc1l5
was in van lhc mam Issue an dlxcmsion in lhc club I plnycd ann aclivc nole ln
\hn~ club and was Ih: ednar or us lnnlosnnnannnon lauuennnn (which was called a,
nhe way. Infnr1ll|tniMncnI|3). Th: club was r:all\' an amalnnam hr nan las
HI. lhe snalnmsns, 3 new Khnlshchexilu. am: so u. We had aboul one
huudned in Plague, mom in nhe vrmincca. Th: duh d nnnegnanens an nhennme or
nhe mvasmn.

nwas also aenlye in nnnemade umon movement. A1 nhe nmnen was a ludler nnn

une Prague Tcclnmcal college. Thrrr mat a rsanle Union Commune: of 2

people :1::t:d by me college and l was :|:cl:d la nus commlnnee nu April was
Through my poslnnann nu nhe unmn slrucluye l was able nu pan-nlchaane in uniun
ntlivlly an a uannoual level. I

was a delegal: lo uannaual cenfertnccs, fur
nusnannce, and was able to lnnnenyeue an mas level. After Augusl l looked for a
new unllieu |o work nu. The club had dlsnunegmned. My union was ran (on: w=aI<
and also nnm rclarmisl no arren any seal possibility l was a lcnclncr, and non m
mdusuy. so une qucsuonofworkcrs’con1roldIdn'1 arise in such an nnnnmedlane

why nu my union A: lhns pom! n linked inm nhe sludem mllleu. l had many
lritnds m an Ans Faculty and also in my awnn laculny lmm snudeun days. I

Played au anive ml: in nhe sludent snnlke nu Novembcr was and mu of mix
strikz we formed nhe Movement nnl Rcvoludanary YouLh mum
Could you dcscrilne whxl nlplxllzd la Numahea ms.
The Noyemues resulu low of me Cemra1Cn)mmn|I:¢ an nhe Commumst Party
made mu many Comprumnsss henweeen. on ma um hanm, nhc Bmgrcssives
uauhcek lemenshlpn and on lh: other hand me Sovlel ladcrs wilh nae Cuch
musenyannyes.Th: nesnnnunnonn says we art behind nhe Aenlonn myamme nld
behmd nhe Muwow Pmlocol. Unlll Hus Novemha meeninng or me cennnnal
conunnninnee nhe Mnscuw Pmmcul had no! been omenally accepxcd by nhe
Prmy when lhe sessnunn nfmc Cenlral Commute: was ovtr. |remcmb:1

n

was
nu ma Audi-Max in me philosophy family. men were a new hundmd or us
nl-nene. Then lwo people came nnn lo speah in u. and made a neparn on lh:
Ctnlral conunnnnnnee meennug, Ont was 111: neann of In: Faculty. klaanva. and
me olhtr was Pmlessor Kasik. They both spoke non no nnnlunues. Kladlva said
n ns ns a curnnnnmnnnnsehm we musn auenan il II a a solution. we may llm all
agree, etc. but In‘; be mahsuc. Then Kosik spoke, Kohlk ns oue an nnne hesl
known Czechoslovak Dhilomphtrs. xoslk sand the rcsoluuon was a
canasnmphe, Rcferm-lg no Jakes, aue of nhe Slalimsls who had made a very
unnwrvakivc speech al nlne Czmral Commute: meenng. Kusnk slid II: and
Jnkcs couldn't be in me sannnc parny Todly lakes is head of me Cm-nlml
Commissmn ulnnne Cmtral Cum ‘

:: onhe Farlys Aflzr a ycan bothKladlva
K



and Nowlc ware cm or rm Faculty and um out of Ah: Pan). It was at nus
sgssmn m the Audllunum Ma. mum mar rue sludmv 31 kc wns rn cflecl
dmdcd — u was mg smdcm rvamlnn m are dtclslcn L71 ma Nowmber
resolnuon The Phnlowplly Facuh) was the nm In smk: but wimul 7,3 daysanrru-ruherr uxrigsnaruoincurn lrwzszprolcszslrikebulaH|\:sa.rne(im:
u rmed many uerrranar 01 a demccmnc cnaracrer, for msxznce, agamsl:en\oV(Iup, aaaurm rhr oucupauon and against rm normahsaxian prucuc. Ir
um H days arm mu ulenum mar the nuke began

on 7 Nmellvbcx. rrr rm Lllgrnucnng Faculw, user: was a public mzuing hold
oulxldemc hmldwns hvlklllercamc and suck: Thur: were Khrzzwzakers an Ihc
plallorm mwxr and Mn others. And whgn Muller mmrvrned he said. we arean luv Dubcek. and mm 5 Wm now we have In be agarusr Duhcck lkczuseDubcck 1513'! um wm: mmg arr mur:. Van v. Duhuk had b:com= a kmd of~)mhu|. The coxlncrvallw rrnrrau wmg of me bureaucracy knew where rr was
grunu Thcy wen: dcnr what the (‘mxrzn1Commiucc rzmlmian ruaanr. aur rmmurlcrx wernuunlmed. Arm we had spoktn ma Dean and U1: Presxdcm afxheFawuhv answered. nr war» lb: Dcan who sank: firsl. xn xht mzanulne,m ordum \c and hair hcucx, um ofmesmdenla had chmbed m-nu a roof. So In: nrsrmmg the Dem sand wnx ’Hc rnoumn-r m mm. He shuuld come down ~ But
xhe smdcmrc1'us=dlnmm: dow nrrn Muller Imcrvzned and he said rnar (he
mndenl an mu rrurr mm are svmbol of their auivhy He rs rcsiumg the rum mmu hv (an ru~..r beucr nrar rr Mm wu mun do. 1 . was nn 7 Ncvcmbu.
(YH 17 November vu' mt up an Acnon Com ' cr ’rr Ih: smderu muwmsm irr
Pragur. Thu :7 ND\<HII1¢rwas a pnnam date for us becanyc an mar dam in
I939 xamc student» rn Prague rrad beul executed by me Nalis. Ever since mm17 Nmcmber r, lnlcrnaxiunal Snxd:m:' nay. Th: International Smdc-ms
ururnr was Ioun-ltd In Praguc. Around 1955-sx Pclikan was chairman of the1m‘ He had two dcpuuc Dc ynu know whu lhty were? — Th:y wereHerimguur and Hcnnccker. Anyway, on :7 No»/L-mb=r wt .»cr up an AmenCommune: and wc were nvemng rn a tale L|1~:u»mn whxx ra do abuuv 1h:
Nuvembrr 7 resolution. We were armur 30 ptoplc from rmrmnr facnlnes in
Prague, Then two smdcms non. mu-a came an. Nun: is 3 duo?) umvinoal
lnwn m which that 1: unly one college, In agnculluml mnrgr, And my said
In us. rn Nura all 01: suldcms ar: alrcady on strike. How come In Prague you
ura hc:n:ning" Wcll, mar decidzd us. The next dn) was are smke.

The urrx: lasted for a wnck The aunoxphtre rruared, not mlly m Hm
Philosnphy Fntulu. bur am, in Enginmrmg and cum Facuhim-<. war myumilzr la rue auvmsphcxc In Paris in May '63. n ma. an occnpnuon-xlrikt, urar
was xlw the lcrm wt usedmm. The 3|udL-ms stayed mu: 24 hours Thm werean lmsl we students in mg bmldmg every mgm. We held cm1f=rence< onpolmcal Vhcmzs. nu» same Hnppcncd :11 Brno Thar: arc tlnen faculties InBrno and Sabala gave lcuuru: and spoke |o nuarr of ram, anuru 9 our 0! n,Mam pmple [mm mnszde wcn: mnxcd in M) sptak. no1i||czY utopia. wruersrmlrfltctuals. The seminar» wzr: orgarnuu memamally For insusnc: Ihcre
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wan: 5 <:m111zr~ on ms Nsw Ldl mcvcmelu in wgus-ru Europe. 1

gm u
seminar on mg shnalian Ill Francc. D:1:ga|lor1s cant from me iacrorics
.vlul1gr and omgis had made mic ramous cmulacl bc1w:en me srudgsu unions
and ms workers‘ commlueea F1151 is was wim xhc workers in mg
machlnz-connrucllon indusuy on» .1 spread. There wut nlw people hom
foreign cc1n\1r1:s and many diffumx hnguagn wm spoken 1n ms student
oel1u:. soil-mariapgmgnr was put ln|(J macncz 11 wasl'l’1 an organised or
dcclded by some small cummiuee. Thcrc wgrg always A1 loau 20 or so pooplg
consusnrly lllcn: ruukuugsuggcsuons, pmparingdggmaus. urid so on.

1

inusr say
lhal we had cr:;1lod amy revolutionarymmosphexe bu1 in what was nverall a
coI1mer»r:volulionary suuunon TM slrikc sprgad lruo me seumdnry schools
as wgll. In Novgiubgr a red ‘flag wsnx up nvzr mg 1>1nilosopny mully HI

Pvaguz. 1usl Ln indisarg to you me kmd o1 Iullesphcre srargd, 1 rzmemhtr
orig day 1 walked inm me Philosophy Fncully and 1

saw mg rgd flag. Thtr:
wgrg rwo vgry young lemnle srudguss thcr: and 1

wgni over and said. ‘wha| is
1h1s?'.A1|d one o1 mgiu auswcred wim wmvlu: llawelk, ‘Em 11 is a xymbald
of xevolulionl‘

or souisg mg smk: was 11:11 a suosss.. am in me cansclousnss or the student:
11 playgd a vcxy lmporlanl rolz. The link smngd mwggu mg srudguis and mg
workers‘ rnovemtmwas also veryrcal and iinoorraur 1u Ann] 199; me mug
thingwas repenlcd, mougu nor on mg same scale became 50m: or mg srudgnis
had b:cnmc a lung 1711 worn oul or urod. ln April mg smke lasrgd ror a few

days 'n mg Scienc: Facnhlcs u Commllleewas forlncd in Ann] nfabmn ma
pooplg, which also inoludga delegates lroni mg [aA:1ori1:< and in whlch our
comradeslronimg MRY playodsu lrnponanr ro1g.w1lgri Huuslr [oak avcr we
sallgd a mass ingmng which was aimed by rwo pgople. 1n mu nullgu wg

rgrgrrgd L011 as mg Petrogxad Savim und mg mg chairpcxsons pluygrl 1!-1: role
o11.gn1nand Tmlsky. 0111 or mls srrilsg we sat up a Co-ordinalmg conmnueg
and mas committee work:d ror u who]: year afler max, e'v:r1 after many ol ur
wsrs already In prison.1r1s 110150 easy 10 break people. B111 or course me work
had no become mart and molt conspiralcnal

Wlm rolg did you pl in ms cruduu 0! memy? wlm wm in :a.iv'n.ies

Ind now did no nuoluuounry socium Pnrly ms!) dzvdull oul or u?
1 pllycd a vary umlral rolg. My coinradgs wzre generally abour 2A-Ls years of
apg.

1

was 211. experienced. nad been abroad, knrw lhz rgvolunonsry nmvea
man in wgsrgrnEurope, had rad, and so on. sol nud zp1cs1lgcpI14.r£Ieve'.|n
mg brginningmgMn was a discussion group. 11 was ope1'I:11s lllanlfcslo was
distribulcd pubhcly. rend puhllcly :1 smdcm mgguugs. E111 we also roi-mgd a
parade: dub wlm about so melllhtn whlch wg mllcd mo Club ror Hixtory.
Sociology and Fnulmlagy Thiswas a legal club, 11 was public and mu opgnly
once a w==k. Rrrrlcmbcr mis was In ih: autumn or 1951 and 1| was mo
rgprgssiou which madg us us: this raouo The Link bgrwggn mg Club and mg
MRY was.o1 course. scc1c\.B1xt1: provided us wlm a lggal basis and u made
discussion or Lhc politicalund soc1:|sy:1:|IIu 1:11 ensicr man 1r would have been
in mg openly Revolutionary voum Mcvemcnl.
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Hm gradually rr became mum and more elm lhal we ccluld.n'l appear publiclyor all. Th: eluo lzxled rer aboul Ihre: nmnurs. we produced at uni: lime anddlslribulcd a lolxpage uoeurneru which was moslly cxlmns from Trotsky.Bukhann, 3 or o amclu from Ciech Marxlsls, me rraxir group. Djilas and soon. Thcse all oealr wuh oolureal, soclal and plulosoplueal questions and megoal cl rm: aeuon was lo prrnnore discussion on me nalure ol rlze polniul Midsocial system. Tlm war don: by me MRY nlld done clandcstlnely
llre MRY lrad no Mable slruclnrc lr Wm yery sponraureoue. we errerupleo mlnrm cells bul ma: lailm In Junc1969 we discussed wlinl we would do to. merim annryenary or me mi...-ion m Augusr. some lraers or a naliollalislchamclrr alrcadyexiqed so are deemed thal we would prepare a lvlarxisr rrae:There was no eomnuuee wlueu oeemeu llus. il Wm aresull ofv:-ry sponraenouid ussmns Ill me group Bul under wiuela name could we produce such arraer? ll wasrn possible lor us in pubhsh ll as llrewlklr hemusceveryone knewwho weuere and are police would know who to go lor. so we plck=d on arename Ru/oluuonary Suclallsl Pnrlyas acurername lar me MRV Sn RSPwasreally a synonym (or MRV. so our rraer, or Manileslo, was puplrslred In Ih:nanu» ol rhe I\ull—:xrs{ll1g Cenlral comrnuree orrlre noll—:xisLing Parry. Therewere lwo lracxs produced, a Manifesm nnd an Appal la VoulJI = l was mepnnerpal aulhor ol rlre Manlleslc wlren ir was linisheo mere were a rewneoplt wlro were nor hxppy wun i|. They llren wrore rlre Appeal so rile Ymuh.Hm rne Appeal was aerually a vcrygoadlrxl. It was less idwlogical, bul good.

unrayourable aecauee we were elanoesune we were penerrareel by me policz.one of ourmrmbus was an inlornrer. His namewas Jorelceenal. The policeorseoyerea more than hzlfour mcmhcrsllip soon 19mm or 100 were in prison.
The rrlal lasleo ror 3 wrgks, Tnere was inrernuuonnl sollaaruy ln Par . AlainKrlvm: lrela a press eonlereneeon me premises or me Czech lsrnlzasry. Therewere ollrer acuons as well l gm A year:

-

wnul kind nl lnlanre allcel wauld ynu nuke now oi me M|lY(R5P)experieneey

II was a wry ponuye expericnce. II was one whole year 01 eonoenrnuedpcllntal a ‘w. poliueal aelmry in a lree rnoyenlenr. rreely assooared. Thiswas samuhing eirrenrely ponznl lor us. All our Drgnnisallons pelere rlrarwere canlmllcd by Ill: slalz. lusl as rirey are now once again.
8



WeIu::.IsaavcryimpoI1aIIIs|lmu|uu wlmII1lhc rcsl nl rnr opp(I\ilIalI, w:
Iurin ran an apposition wIlhIn [ht nppnsrrmn, In uur Mznlkuu of Augusl
I969 we mzde rrinclsms of Dubc=k and me Dubuk Imdershlp. Tn: Inullecr
[Ink [mm Ihz Prague Spring beyul lhur oppositIoII much lamr rlrun us. W:

wrn the finsl. Oursus also (he firsl nial. zxrtm lnr som:iIIdIvIdua1 cases. It

munporrarn alldmlercsunglo IIm=.Lhn(i|wasiIIsoii ,
willl IIsIh.1Ilh:

:x—CP oppcsluon nr.l bcganrl rp orgnmst. run my or second lcaflcx or rnr
Socl;IlI<| Movement or Cuchoslovnk Ciuzcm (HI: oIgarII<a!IaI-I M Ihe :x—Cl"

apposuinn) was in snlldarily wlln us

Eul ll was, neverlhclcsx. wrong to found ml; clanL\:slIIIe organlsa|iDII ’

Angus! ma. Nol because of lhc dangcr of prison. nur ralher btcausc this
nlnndnsunny, this e:lcepl|lon.nJ and ‘s¢wImriI7IIa1' mallna of e':<is|rnct, can only
lead In seclananitm, passxvuy and lsolmian. I don’! my Ihal cIande<!lIIIIy Ir

wrong In general. or rlnnrn is alwzyx wrong In rue sIaI:\ of In: Easlzm Bloc.
Bu| clandcslinuy is a Dh=IIemeIIoII linkcd rn Ih: rural or m: dfleal at m:
revnlurlnnnrips. Poxilively )1 mn conscrvc re'vl>lu|IoIIarymI1st1aumess laul In

Ihe zom ocnulry ’n the bureaucrmlscd and dcgentrald stale; or Easlem
Europe‘ ll VS nm possmlc rn wag: nn zffccliv: struggle agnsnsl rm polincnl

syslrm er we axlsl in clandeslinily

In me M'R\' In 196‘! ynn wuv no Iongrr. mu we 5 , oI lh: ‘pm-ILIIIIII‘
Iendzy (H1965, but you wer¢x'l‘rI.IL:|qi.II, n mvnlulunnln Marlrisl. How did
ymx will: In Tmslryiun:

Already rlunng me Praguz spring In 1968 I was a revolulionsry Mums: and I

said so openly In urr club. I wasn-r a mtmbcr afthe Faunll lnhemmionalnul I
reneivw all me documents or Inc El. and my nesl fl-"lends wzr: in the Frenth
Solnion, mc Ligu: carnnrunlsle Alsn, shortly before loss, III lassm. I had
read Trclsky in Cnrch. or course. I couldn't buyTmuky In “I: snnps here nnl

book: had been published in Czechnsiovakia befort the spconnWorld war,
and wet: slill lo be found in are libmril: nf many indlvidxuls. x rend Th:
Imnlullnn lieu-lye-i and n colhaion :7fTmuky‘s wrlrinls from I9Z7—28V But
most inlporlam lnr mt wrrz his hismrks 0! me Russian Revnllluon. bath 1905

and 19 I7, Thus: Iwo works art a yen! ‘schoolnr revolu1iuI'I'. For hlslanczr nu:
quminn nl Ihe ma: unions rn Russia, Kronslndl, ma Workers‘ oppnsnlnn
and so on, arc still today the kzy issns for u: w: face lhc sum: nuesrlpns
many. I am nor a noxlalgic Trmskyisl. I malt: a cmical analysis nl wlrnr
Trotsky has wr-‘ulpn and done. Thur can In: no question pr Idolacr, in
moxunnnary Marxism.

Actually] don't |.Ik: use word Tmlxkymll and I pr:fI:r lu speak urnply nl
molurlnnnry Marxlsm. It is wrong to say lhnr Lhzr: M: lwa anupedes.
Trolskyixm and Slalinisln. I um pan of : muvemenl wmch opposcscapiulismand imperialism and mnseqnzlsllyl uppers: slalinicm. I-lixwrically, In Kusvin,
Tmlskyism look Ihe [ann ofauLi—SIa.lInisIl|, but Ill csscncril Is null-cnplrnllrrn.
axIIi—Impcrix.|ism.
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in my discussions lrere in Czeclmslovakiz with lire oornraoes oi lire cnnrler 77
lalysays underline rne snuzuion or me worlrers in weelern Europe and in ne
mird world andl undelllru: rne nesessiry nf oyemn-ning rile social and poll cal
sysleen rllere Trolskylsrn ernerned rn Russia as an ax-m—SIalil'li5| opposilion,
and mar nisrory is very rmonrranl, especially ror us lrere. laur it is my
anr apiralisrn which rs rne basls or my polilleal consciousness, and ir is this
arm-Lnpllzllsm which lakes me ro Tmtskyism. Th: olner members nf Ihc
cnarler are also anli apllxllsl Yll rlre sense ofmcial iusnee, egalitananism, bul
lney naye man

’ usions In the demoeralil suuerure olbourgeorssoereiy Bull
urn loially :lgall1:llhi\ eaprralrsr sysrem and l rnalnrain lhm me only solunon to
me Cmch slulallon is nor bnurgml~ d:mccr'dcy,aJ1haughI! has more rreedonrs
man we have llere now, hul a conrplerely drnerenl social sysreen, based on
x<l[—org;ll'u~3\icn, wllh me pol cal slruourres or a direct democracy, wifll a
real emanerparion of me working class, olyourn, or women. The deyelonmenr
or a dlrecl den-losraey ls mil} possible In a democracy or workers; || is nor
norllnrrrenlamm, nor a demderncyol me producerswlnelr makes me rransrlion
lo dlrwl democracypossible

wnen l speal lrere or organs of dlxecl democracy, of sell mgznlsauovl. llils
dun-» nm mean i am agalnsl pan s. wnal i am agamsl is a sysrem wllere
people eanrror male rlaeir onn deo srons bul someoneelse messes deersrons ror
lhtm. l am in rayour oi polnnal parnes. with clubs. vnpcrs. radio and
relevrsien, agllalmn and prapaganda nnd l)|: rreedorn ior panies so make
proposals,wlgges pns. presenr polnieal alrernanyes which people can enoose

[0 Follnw ll may \‘viSh,l1fil0nl) folluw b\" pal-uerpare UL Parties area means ol
p0h|lclsauolI, nrerlurarron. Bin llrey are not mgans or :xercise1s ol nowu
Power rnrrsr be In rlre organs oi lhc worklng class and nor In lire parlies. Tne
worker; in lire councils, H1 lire organs or dirccl democracy are nor responsible

lo am‘ pzfllm inn only lo rnose who elcclcd rlrern.

I

am nor an orthodox Trurskyin l mink lire Lemnlsr rnenry ol rlre pany. lire
ianguaxd pany rnal ‘r:pn:s=lIlS' rne working class is open ro drsonssion. or
murse one can reduceLeninisrn lo llris lneory 0! inc pnrly wllielr ‘1zpl'zS:nl:'
the (1255 Leninisni for me rs a clear analysis of me 5131:, a clear knowledge
mar al surunons ofbollrgwlx power must be desrroyed llrc old appararns,
and mm a new srrusrnre mnsr be buill, based on |hC working class,

Tne idea rlral me parry lakes power on belrall or or rnsread ol lne dass is
pernaps eondrlioneri by use snrrarion rnar exisred lnsrorieally in Russia In mo.
lsrn loday in lsurope and in Czechoslovakiaix‘: nor rlre same. Tire vanguard!
see ss more of an llkuln al, mrellecrual group‘ g or layer which represenrs
and delsnrls bosr rbe mreresrs onlrr labourers. lr IS nor a vanguard try \aymg
wcl, il beeomes rile yansuurel through how in praenee il represems and derends
rile rnleresrs pl mt labcurcrs Bul rnrs umguzrd cannot have power. Poner
don nor belong ro lire parry Ur parlies, bur ro rlre counclls of workers,

10



pea...-e areae nae China an 5.-pranber 1977. and whal is (ht.1 are new ennmnrreewhich we.dzdznd pnmaexy. the Comminze
gm-I rse ungrreuv Pzfieculed rvnnm
h lht Dcdaraliun nr lllr Juarlcr n Is wviurn that me Chant: ha» nunrpnnarvenex structure» Scan. hows/er. we found 1 persunaliv and mm:when mar rne ahsenze nc an urgamsauona] clrmem is ntgzuvc crrr
rnecmner bmrcmfly awe ax-em hzve pnlmczl aniun Sn suite :h< summerer m7 wee usscd um. Many erggesrarrm were made. but rnmed down hy
lhrtonstrvauvzsand by lb: its: “livemenbrrs Fmzlly. arrer 1 longerrngae
we iurrztdrd m gum-lg rne ‘wurklnggroup nnneipue eeeepred and wrinm
mm rne ennrrrnrnrqne of Sepia-nher -77 we also had a long srrnggxe lo ger
nrccpu-d rm. lhrrrshuuldht am: Fpohzspzriuns (or are Cluncr For months
n had rreen Hajck Alon: Those were the mam mes or arsnrne in seprember
Sn in seprennher oeroher we already set up rm. cernrnnree ru Dtfend areurnnruy Prveecutd (vows). It wnsrrr devlarrd bur it wa< rxruayIuncxinmng we gathzred mlnrmnunn on ptupk‘ in jail, we hrnughx -‘Ages rn
lhczllrnzxun0! Anreray nnrernneroma and we need In rmenn Informiuun tome cnmer spnlxrsynmns Then why lmm (hr end 41/ um 10 Award May
1979 mere were mzny enrnrnnnrqnee runeernrrnzsna. rascs we nrren nreperedlhesctzxufunhe spokzsperscns Wcwtrefv x pzuvler abon1anmh2r20—30
knew who some 0f us were, but me Cnmmiuce was nnr pnmrr. we weren r
‘sccrrfl in me wul scnsc, but we were not a dzdaxvd Comnmlm we no"said who are mtmhcrs were we had dlscuvextd xhax me Clnnzrwokecptiwns were being hnvlly mflurnced by people wrrn d1dn‘x wnnreverythingwidexy publicised who were more unemerl to damn things behmdrune scents So in April um we finally dzdzxed ourselves

1 hurt was 2 big disenrernn at firs nmund rhe quraian wneurer we should orsnonm um be: eernrnrrneeenne cnmer we knew we muldn r be complclcly
indcpendenl — zhzr all. we were all Chlncr fignakonei snr lunnzlly we arrnnr an orgamnxian of me cnmer. berausr we are re nrgnnseenen, wuh
mnnhzrsand rulcs. we hzvc good rehxions with rune Charla spnknspcnnns
nna aka: Sign commumqués jmmly warn dlnn. bun we 27! nnr 3 Chane!urgmnisauon II we: hzrd :l are benannnrg znd sum: proplr said n vmuld nmnreeeua nnr we hav: Kunnioned oprnly no!» ‘Int 9 months znd ix 5 working

Nnw rxrere nre nrrrer group» rm. wrn vrrhaps dcdart xhemselvew‘ .5 wen. ‘run
xrc alrndy arm eed Ind aerngrmnra. (or Instance an e.—n1ur._n. on rnndmons
at work, on unions‘ an rrgnrs of children mrere already a dncumem on
chxldrms‘ rims) rnere Is aim nuw 2 comuuntr nenrurng xhe rtlaliuns
buwacn cnmer 77 2nd une Polish Social Sc|{—Dzfencc cnrnnnnree my I

am nrlmlnz Imw of rourse, only me Imluuves that dzfuld human righxs
there are many mher a

uanvrs um rnlile (haw vighxs :n pracutc by men
own aclivuy, for nnrunee, an rnnne. culture papers filerzlurr mralrrn ere
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I Hunk Km nms. mvymnnnl such mmxmve <unCk1nswaIk m me um ..n.ons.
Mr 4"‘ hmmq . m..ns\.nn mmnrmw nu the pounhxlily 5! an mdcpcndenr
lrudr nn.nn .n..: lhr (Ln me. Kuvunrrxw wr mu form sna. mu mdcptndcnl
n.nn- ulmm W:-}v..1»rAlve:xd\'h2d rnrrmpondrm‘: nnn (hr: no cu r. at
llnva wmld mu mm up vour ron(rpLinn oi IJIE Chnncr?

um-« hmuv|§aImmn|\ ghvwmuvunenl n.snnnzcns'm.mmcn,ak.ndnr
prxmzurul unLrn.\ mm¢|i\<* mm sub rmuaIFvh The chum, fur me, As 2

wu|ulu . MW mow mumuvrs mm. muss human ngans m pm..m In
ulllun u.

- Im'r7'r‘pmIr‘v|H|»rsr lhus n can! bran unzxnmatiun bu. n
HUM lm\rH In\<.1nnn.4\9|:-mt‘vvl~ Tm: argnnxsuionax zlemrms (cum)! innm.,n.n,n Vuv .nH(havxr1 ngmmms but only lur those who nan. rhrnu
: Iunlm mun n. no (.1 >[K muuvl around 2 pulim-al pizlfavm

Chile and Czechoslovakia
rm» /0//owfrrx mm. sxgnrd py Ihmy /urmcr Czechoslovak polmculpmmm.wax addrmsed to my 0//75ml Umort 0/ (‘zer/mt/vvak Luwyerx, The IPXI nmkenpmn me Urlobcr ?I ma Ne» York km/new of soak.

On 14 Jun: I974 (he C1cchu.<lov.ak was published a resoluuon ofyour UnimlofCzec1Ias|ovakLawyura prolesnng :\/cms m Chllc. Thc ducumcm stated umLhz Umon mnnws wilh great npprnhenslon uh: daily now :1! news conntrnlngIllegal mcasnm and me escalaxmg mm. durecxed agamsx all prngwewve andpzlnohc forces In that counlry. n {unher “ma man the Umnn conmcmns [htpcnccuuon‘ mnnm and mass cxzculinnx of Chxlnan paxri Is. In nsrzsal ' .1, (II: Umcn of Czechoslovak Lawycrs caflcd (or the resmrtnion D!
consmmlonal and demmrmic Irzedoms in cm: and observed ma. leaders ofma CluI:a.n menus are qune d=pn\/Cd of men vil nghls and legal prolccuon.The Umon demanded wax u be avowed xc parllcxpmt in the menu: of LuisCorvalml, and 0! omgr pnmols, during men Inalx.

We believe in .s L! mautr of all prugresuv: pmplt an am [he wovld lo do all
any can [or (‘Ixflean revolutionariesand dcnmcmls and m offer run maltrialand moral suppon to men )us| struggle fur a democratic sunny and {or
samahxm We can snv u: only no», hnwcwr. for many of LAX had no ezrlitr
oppormmly we declare .-n mi: mm: mm we, nomm p cal pnsonus avczeclmslovmn during me Sewnugs, are m complain so darixy mm (ha
muggmor Chulcun progrmwlvt forcrs and [Hal w: uneqmvocally andenergencally condemn xhc lzrrnr of my hucvsl nnna.
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We roel we hav: me full nghl to express such solldnrlly; lor wo are
llnked wllh

orognsssneChllzans lnrongn wmmoll ldcals. commlm goals, and rreqnenrly

through oonnnon roles. However, no oony lhe righl ro zxpmss such wlldarity

m yon, gentltmm of rho Union 0! Czechoslovak Lnnym, for we on; nor

anal’: ol a mole lllslalmz In whlch your Union would have com: (orrn In

dcfenc: of human nghls cwil lroerrles, or adhcrulcr lo kgallty ln your own

connrry_
Czgchosluvakla. or do you pcrllzvs really bellzvc lr eorroor. rroo-.

Ill: point of ylew or iustlw and us role in society, lhal dozens or thousands or

our Iellow cl|iz.ens Imve rn reoern yurs been Forccd our or men ooslnoo. and

had ro lake Jobs illcommensulalcwith men Lmmlrlg nno qnalrnoalionsl

Do yon brlieve ll cortzcl that chlldxcn or swcallzd 'rouc'n' parems may nor

smdy at high schools and ca!leg:s7

no you believe it oorreor mm numcrous fellnw clllztns Ila»: burl yrllrreo ln me

press «ormen rcccnt pollnlul aomny lr e. dunng l968r69), wilh no olnano; to

defend lhullselvns’!

no you, gznllzrnen (rum me Umon of Czzuhoslmak Lxwyus. really be1l:v:

mar rn yallr own country mero em: amplegnaranroos cf lreedum
0! speech, or

Lh: press, ol assembly and assoclafiml. me rreooorn or mavmlcm, zvtn ol

lzavlllg one’: own oonnrry and lxlnung back, mo {l':<nlcl'll ofscienllfic lnq|nry7

Do you bcliev: n carrecl, from me ponn or vltw nlcnminal lusllcz and ll: role

ln suclcly, lhzl ln czeonoelovoxia,me dcam
pcllally may be rnereo om ro lhone

who cal-lduci -esoeolally dongeron, acuvity agaillsl rlre foundallon of Ih:

xepnollo rm resnlu ln particularly oerrn-nenrnl lxyl-lscQll¢ll<:es',upcclally
in

me lagnr or r::cn\ txperienba which demonstrated mnr any pollucal aclivily

nor moored by our rolsog yollp an be nmrorerod as danguous ro me oxdcr

ol lh: Rtpubllc?

From mo point or view or theml: of u-imlnal jusllcc. ls n rmlly proper um ln

zhz summtr uf 1972, M oornrnnolsrsmdsodalisls wcrk semonceo ro long years
(up to six and onenaln ln prison, in Lin: mm slipulalions [hm was more
mndernle marl mo): prey.-nling today’! Th: dcfendnnls lnclndzd Milan Hubl.

mo former Prcsidenl of mo Hlgh Pan)’ School, Unlvclsily Frofcssors Jaruslnv

Men-lik and Anronrn Rusck, Rcglonal Communist Pan)’ scorerorre. Alfrtd

Ccrny, Iaxaslav Sabalx and Jamslnv Lllcra, Jon ‘row. |h< msrorlan, Jiri

Muller, me ~xud=nK leader, and mny olllcra

Ar: yon confldenl, g:l1||l:m=lI. «no mas: r als were conducted an alncl

accordance wnn llre law. -nal during rnyoorgouon, lhc s::l':| servlcc npplled

no psychnloglanl pressure, and rnor physical mrlun: was not applied ln a slrlglc

umallce? Are you sausficd lhnl sfipulalions concrmlng the ptlrli pallon uf

Ihc public ln such Irial: were men Are you sum mar no furclgn lawycrs lronr

democl-allc ixtocinllons rwuealnd |0 lake pan ln me hllndruds ol pohllcal

mals lllal haw: roken plat: since I969. and lhal rl rlrey did, sudl leonoos were
granled" 13



Al: you sausfied um lhz condiuons for rucurczruleri cuuu-uuulsrs and

mcrullsrs meet me sxalldaxds «.1 by law lalllrauglr 1: was amended in 1973 to

we mare power lo rlrc Juilen), that polincal prism-lets hav: no 3 cler a
xegu-numun crinunals have, mm they are being fed adbqualzly, do not snflcr
rrour ayilauurrosl . enjoy full medical tart, mar their <-lcmultary edumlional
need: an: Kakm cal: uf. and mat. conwncly, any are not being hcxmulcally

rselaw arr order [0 hquldah: than throughmum br:akdowns"

w: all Ev: in the same ccrumr). and are all aura orrlrc real slalc cl ltsaffzirs
rlruuyr every one nhts ciuvcns ls respnnslble. your Hsponsibllilyis ygnlzr by
virtue of your grcalzr xuuulcdgg. and by vinu: at your gaaur capaclty to
change ur a.||:via|c nu slmauon. Besides, wt (ed, on lhz basis ul numcron:
personal :xperi:m.'cs, rlrul your orgauryurlurr is hardly xzvrcsenlznvc of mu

hulk al Czechoslovak lawycrs.

lruur rmluliau In uurcuc: of cwil rigms in Chile and in oppn mm ro uh:

Chilmn fascnl junta ls uypocnucal, and your volcc nng: false we,
cmnusluyak pohnczl prlsonzrs or m: firsl ml of Ah: Sevenlies arc ind::d
linked by Llghl baud. ur xolldanly and alfinuy or proxlruuy in r cology and

acuou wllh Chllean soclallsts. communlsvs. rmrlurlouary Marxixu,
Christians, and other dgmacrals, In Ilne with our own dlvzrxc pollhcal
orienxauons.

lruu, hawu/er. have nmhing In mmmon wuu mm. uuu hypucnucal word.

can hardly mask um. Your own task is muely to defend, lhraugh
propaganda. the simzuon ur your own caunuy, complelc wlm um lively rrade

buwccn cmlrrr.-loyuxru and rlrr Chlhzm Fascist jnma, and wull

cmnuslmklax refusal lo orrcr polllical asyhnm lo Chilean relugm,

We have confidence ln ()1: fulurz vxcmry or Lhe yurr struggle of our Chllcan
comnadzs. frlzn-1:, and brothers agunsl fascism and rrrror, for democracy.

{random and xnciallsm, W: want them (0 know mat in Czzchoslnvakn, may
havz murry Ame alllts

Slgned by lurrncr pchllcal prisonrra, of mu years |969—7A

Karzl Banosek, Rudolf Bauek, Ivan Emu, Jan nux, Karel Frldrych. Ladisla»
Hqdanck, lirl Hochmnn, Karcl Kaphm, Vavrillec Korcls, Auuu Kuurua.

Bohnrnir Kuha, vn Lcpll, lun Leslinsky, Vladlmlr Ntpms, Jan Schopf, Joscf
Stehllk. Jaroslav sun. Jan Svobodx, Jm Sahara, vacluy Sahara, Anna
Sabaleva, Pavel Srcmr, Zdmck surrravsky. Peulukn susnrova. Alzx Richtcr.

Zuum Rlnhlemvny Pgtr uul, Zdemk Vasicnk, Prcmysl voudra, Rndko

Vyeralek.
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Appeal to the Western Revolutionary Left

77ie/ouowmgkm?! in the wesiem 1:]! was wnnen in March I977 I11: rirkcn

/mm Lahoiir IOCU: on Eastern Europe Trvznslminn L) hy Mark Jackson.

Ccmradctl

rhe revoiiiiionary ieir. repeeiauy in ihc bourgeois democraiicCID\H’Ilnt<. oiien

displays an aversion to me dereiiee or ei 1 rights and deinocreiie ireedonis

which flows mini iheir DpDOSllIUfl<(l'l¢n iiisi ed—ic ihe rcroririisi mmz~

inenir whose rim and soiriciinies only aim is iri achieve iii least oarriai

mpmvemenls in me am: of szxial reiaiioiis, lll0Sl 1f=Q\IKnL|)’ ihroiigh ii

stycallcd dlaloguz wiih ihe slam power

wc well know men we rree deveiopiiieni or sociay. based on ihe iree

deveiooinei-ii of nth iiidividiiai, is rnlisable unly hi 1 classless socieiy, and

ihai ihis is ihe msult oi : long woos or
nae deveiooii-ieiii or democracy

apumd up by mt proieui-iaiiSocul revohiaioie En ii is are eoniirioii new of

an or US Manlils arid reiiohirionary sotizhss ihai alxud)‘ ihe rim re‘/clue

Hanan phase or tfimll\\n\i5\ dei-eiooriieix iniisi bring co every nieniher or

«ocieiy iiiore rlghls and fxttdmns iiuii an oe iissiired by even mi: hes:

bmugaais deinoeraci, »
especiaiiy iri i.iie Ligix oi a ci-iiieai nriaivsis oi mos:

proieinrienrevoiiiiioii:which have iakcn olace noiinrii now. and an aspects 0!

iheir degeneiahoh

This opiiiion~ir using ether v?Irascc|agy—i\ shared viih \1‘ by all ihc
rerorriiisis and rcccmly iheir 121:5! omnpnnenl. ihe Eiiroeoiiiiiiiiriiris In

I iiieiiori irorn iheiii however, Xrvululiolmrles do not snrier rroiii ihe iuiision

rhai soeiansin and use iioerai n or hiiiriiaiiry and soc y can be achieved

Lhmugh the gmdual deiiioerniiraii ri oi bourgeois snuely, reiairiing caiiiiaiisi

relarions or orodiiaiiori, or wiih their gradual rerriovai. Neiiher da
ihey $IIUc\‘

rroin ihe iuiisioii ihai a iarcisi or any omer ioraiiiirian power IS likely I0

concede any exieiision or eiviu righr, or deiriocraiic ireedonis, or win in ready

In engage in s diaiogiie on ihis riieine.

BM we can aha undcrslznd ihai many oiihoie who siriiggie for hiiriinn nghls

ieairisi ragilnca or an aiiiocraiie kiiid or iriihiary. oureaiieraiie or mhcr
dieieiorshios are as nwue as US NIB! iheir enoris eaiiiior iead io ihe reriihs ihai

ihev pnbllcly deiiinnd. Al ihe Sall|:l1lne.h(!\~rVer,lhcyknow ihai ihe dzmanrk

iheniseives risr deinoeriiie ireedoini and Cwll rights which caniioi be rtalised

iiiider diciawrshivstan aroiiie ihe working class and oiher Imporlanl
layers oi

irie working ririoiiiarion, ean heighieri iheir righiirig poiver, and shake ihe very

ioiindai ions oiihe drmaioishio Th: exnriiriir, near [0 In in. or siiaiii,
is proof

or ihis
15



Tiie pfmcrlplkahxl illusion; and reactionary niyiris mar may guide uus stmggln
iniiinlly uuktn io ilie exlem inai ilie self coiiscioiisness and wlf-nonfidtncc of
ilie working cLm are raised. l \hInI( iliai ilie role or reioliiiionaries is io siand
oi inc head or me snuggle. io ligiii againsi Illusion: and myuis, and or iliesaine
iinie io reinenioer inei no sirugglc for human rigliie. even ir led by me
Coniniiinisi Pam, of spain. tan replace ilie reyoliiiionary activlly or inc
MEVSES, Lransfonnlng wcial relations from me bouom up. as liisiory demands.

A snuggle for niunan rigliis. rioweyer, is one or inc mad: iriai leads to
rcvnlu in ii is one oi ine ways in wiiicn ilie snoleciiye oreeondiiionr [or are
social and noliiical revolulmn can he creattd Whi]: ii is ceriainly nossiole io
donor iliai Hid! n siraiegy is suitable for ine coumriesovooiirgeoisdcmocrscy,
ii IS evldemthai is uselnl and soinsuinesirie only siraregy underni lary ind
onreaneiaiic dicinionnips and fascist regimes.

l-.vcryon= in ine milieu or die revoluiionary 1:1! remgnlscs nus when ii is d
nucsiion oi Ofllnahng a siriigge tor eiyil righls in ilie couniries wnien h:!ong
io iiiesocalled wesiern spliere oiiunnence. niey hav: rzservnuons ii iliey are
evaluating sneii a rnoireiricni in me counu"lcsalE:slcm Europe. li seeins io me
iliai rne d rierenee, and sumelimes umfusion or in: approach 0! inc wesi
Einopean and American cxuzrrl: len io nus proolein flows rrom a diileieni,
ovieri superrieial or even wrong. analysis oi ine social and polkii-21 sysieins in

[his pair or ilie world.
I

ma well undersiaud, as an opponeni or parliaxnentarism Mid oilier Junk or
bourgeoisdemocracy, iriai ilie criarier 17 appea.l—and cliarier 77 is in deadly
earnesi and l ideniiiy inysell WIUI i —mn naye a repelleni erreei on Maxxists
wnen iis sers as in one eiin ilie :"eclive inirodiiciion or principles cnnriunod in

iniernaiional agrtrmmls aooui civil. poliiical. social. econolruc and culiural
rigliis, and inai iriese pacts. rariried, legally euaeied and puolisliied oy ilie
Czcchoslovnk siaie power — are ilie basis and surfing poini of iis acfivlly. {A
sid: r=mark ilie cnecnosloyak workers do nor have enen a nily n:3a1.iv=

aiiiiude [awards oourgeois democt:/:y as l would like: in inis iriey proceed
rrrim ilieir own experience of Slllinism and Lh: auiocraiic mgime.)

li might also pui people on inni ilie rignis midi ed in both pacis are
insunicierii, aimed railier at iii: inieresis oi inielleoiiials man worlieis; iliai
ooiri pacis liaye onlya declarzliveyaliie, is was ilie care wiui i.lie old uriiyerral
Declaration or Human Rignis-, that iliey are expressions or enoris rowards
class reconciliaiioii and or ssieri a conoepiion of peaoerul ooexisience as
urmporanly enables me ciiryival or social and poliiical ronoaiions doomed io
desiruoiion oy liiiiary, Involving noi ine penoelul eoexisienca oi people: our
of siaie roririaiions and mriredeiaiions.
1 would HAVE liked o naye wriiien niorc oboui UIIS, also ahaux my opinions on
iiie social and poli eal syiiem in Czechoslovakia,our inc proolem is inai if |
were io wriie someililug iinirue. or rail-ier samuhing wliicli ilie aulhufllim
found io oe iinirue, I could ne llplisoned for ii ror iip io 3 yeah And ll you
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n--ls. look :1 Ankle nz or m: czocnnosmak cnrmnal

y-sin buzuse 0! (his, 1 nmak mm bolh pau: have mun

Ionic Itvrlners ofCz:chos|ovakIa and olhcr counnnm and man an

no r:1'rr Ia (hem smc: may havt hem legally unacnedand publhhed
ulllmrints.

,
nsxnmsssgnnzr nc:mm: Km man in a yeu or Lwal wi|| be able no write

on-1 tishng \m|1risonm:nl~lh:n
x wi.|| sun nol be ah}: no—mnz in the ran

an mflecdve 'l:gal‘ 41 us: quonazioa marks because you cannot
vxxuulise wnnan

-ch ‘lcga|iI\, is um slrugglz ran the realisluon u( the prinuples contained In

bah pactsamuse: meworkcrs, whounsctmeal own mluesxs
comaincd in flu:

nuivity, mo raises their sexrawuems and sdficonfidctuct.

sun I have already written about Lhis, when
x zmuaned me struggle for civil

rigms and rkmccrauc (ucdmns under ruililan and burnucxatic diclzlovslups.

For masons winch x havc menuunnd. I am. of coursz. hr frmn daignahng
Czechoslovak“: a: a bumnnmm aiamomnso.

Charlcr 77 is naLxpoli1iu.|cpposili\'IIlI‘l&'lVBiInhulltmr:,
in ts we

pnlilicnlly huurogcneous for man, and In l'nn—InandI: cwil rig,hLs anddemncmlic freedomon ma ban: of innnmuno-Inus. -um In pan of the

Czachcslowsk lzgal regulalnoI\s— noo narrow, ll '5 -nuns the mtxl
sngnzrncaan movemcm in Lhls ccumry In mam 3:215 ma has had siynfiunl
rcsonance amongst |h:wnrkus ll cxpressa \heiruuev:s:3.nu1at nm

rnnuy nor
directly

Th: clausn in ma uacl on social. economic and culuual rights which 33)‘: man

wmkus should hav: ma nghl to hxuld uadz union and mm: ongaansanionns ul

dtfcnc: ofxhejr uucreslswmmut any hmdrancz,
and nnnanm:y should have an:

ngm no man: could pcrhaps bem: slarung point or m:man
which had: 40 the

unancipalimn or me workus. which Lhry wi|| scrum Ihemstlves by mcans or

lhzir nwn ongonisanions.

Whul lsay nu slarxmg pcinl. I am lhinkingof the xubkctuve pxecondmons or

|haI road. and 1 do not share any illusions about a vrlonmst ‘dialogue’ or men

some xwonlnncous way leadmg to ma aclutvemuu of mast nghxs. And as no

whax mat mad might be as It Is non the mad or refonuisln, a rcvelunonny
Mamsn. bnnnaaaouashensbyuhmnmnon y:ars~m nus am 111 ram lD—mns1

non memion. The active and passwt suppon which is shown 1)! on: way or

ano\hermCharIcv77 by wonkm—main1y by young wcrkrrs—is the prawns: or

this road

n \s lnktwxsc nol possibl: |a accept me idea
man me pmpagalimn M (In: idus of

caannu 77 and me publicationor ilnlurmalmn nboul the depnvauon of human

nghls 1.. the cmmIn:s alEnsIzmEump: axsnnms aumnon from me eaooonmc

rri5\s, um-noloymzan and Omar probkms cl‘ (In: universal crisis :1! capnnansm,

‘Ah: apologists or boungoon.» socwly ::nsmly xry Io diwrl aurrnion Aron‘ um
mm n5~3nd will we anyllung fox me pnrposc~bu| tin: suooonnm »c

aouahsm and progress havt quit: d.iH’21=nI mauve: for so'|da*iIy wnh the

snuggle for human nghts |n E:asv:rnEump:
1,



Tnere ls only on: world. and me hcllndaric: alclzss and me class struggle pas
atmn ncry son‘ Iy wnlroul paymg any wenuon ro lh: homers olsmes, and
mere are gmld rramns why is not possible In ofler me arrangcn-reru ol
Czcchoslmal xoclely as u made] la rue workers oppressed by eannal. To oe
silcnl aboul mewoblcms nfCLzcha<lovak soclexy would mean ro h: srleru ahnul
me rien expenenee whlch me Czechoslovak workcrx have accurnnlareo ov:rlJ1e
pun an years

Only rrum n remlunonnry, lles and me eeneealrnenr of raers are
canm:r—r:volulionMy. And lu:la.nasld=' nobody in Czlechcslnvnklacompadins
when me omeral ores: pnblxshcs long anicks abolll ununplcymcnl, lne crisis
and me mf ngzlllenl or human rlghls in me wcsr. Even in me majority or
loreren news ls made up cl‘ such arucI:s—wlll:h was nm the cast bcforr l

January I97'l—m/tnlhhcy are dlsloned nndrendenrron:—rl.far exanrole, alor
ls wruren aboul a narneulnr sm al and prnaural confllu, hm whcn work our
nell lnr me workers rlren mlly a lull: or nothing ar all is wrnren; wen rr
sonrennres lney are duwnnghl funny nnen clmlpartd la creelroelovak
reallry as lor mslanc: concernmg lh: possibility ol cunlrollmg [ht seem
wrvlcc ln v. esr c.ernrnny—me Czcchaslovnk workers aeoenr ml: infoxmaliun
nun rnleresl and syrnparny. as mformzxlan about serious pronlerns nl rlre

uvnallsl wmld.

Nobodytnmplalns mar ln; cllsrraeu anenrion rrorn dome pml7]:nls, whos:
very esscncc lreouenrlyrcmams maen. The «me will eenalnly came when rlre

Crecnoslovakworkcrswi|| nor only be belrer lnror-med. bur wlll have me same
or omerproblemsla solvenlongIhzwilhmeworkus ol‘ rlreEuropean and omer
cmmlrins.

rormesemasons. [ask all :l7mmv.\2\ to help clmrler 77 and rosolrdnnse uilh u
m whatever way you run. lr ls clear that me lnlcrnafionzl prnolern 0! human
ngms and meir infnngcmcnl. or me exrsrenoe ol counuies where me fight lor
rkmocmnc lreedorns 111 me lrarnework of (II: system bnngx serious and
irnnredrnre consequences, ‘s a maner or concznl to u: all. nvolullomury
Marxixxs, clnisuans, nurnnnms, and reformlsls; I knew than it rs nlso lhc

conccrll a1CharL:r 77 which rs at this moment ngming fur usmy exlsrence. lo
aequnuu the Cigchoslovnk workcls wilh me orohlons nl lhe lnfringcmrnx ol
dvll rlghls ln uuualm counlnes.

H:lp can be wary onnerere. Thruxlgnalaries olChnncr 77 have been In prison
since me rnlddle of hnuary or mi: year; a snokesrnnn for me cnarrer_ wruer
Vnclav Hzvel. anmherwrilernarulsekvavlrcek,and a journnllsr Jill Leoerer
wirh rhern In prison is me daroclor on ornesr.

Evcn lhough they are accuscd ol'mh:rpo|ilic:| cnnnes of a verbal elraraerer—l
have zlxudy shown you are Ciechoslovak kgal wd:— ls clenr mnr men
rnnprlsonrnenl is a nlreer, and unrll now me most vrerons ml of represnon
agninxl cnnner 77. The uses or rwo young lcchniclansare analogous. vlaornnr
Lnluvka Imm Dccm and Ales Machacek lrorn um um Lnoena. who are also
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nnnaixaned m nzmulztuonmu. me Chart" 77 Only imemananal sawamy cannap hcr:.

As n. cxhcr xumilar cams mu wan choose (heir own forms of watts! and
musures. according |o flmr pussxbnlmts and main. In Czrchoslovakia thanpossihiliucs Ir: very small, mag baszmlly mnfned in verbal prawns, and mamm are very nsky. In counu-its whenwork): are maaaima m trad: union;and wall caJ organisafions,which arcmdcptndem av ma male Dewar,ma rannsat mlldamy and pmkcsls can be more dfemve.

rm Vnchv Ham, Franlisek ra iuk. J ri Imam. ma (lmzsl. Vlndimir
Lssmvlun Ind Ales Mlchnekl

rm lh: Cuclmslnvxk pa ul prisanus!
rm Um
Prfikue 3 Mamh 1977

Support for the Berufsverbol Victims

Tim Eemfxve/but I: a West Gzrman law banning .\/larxm: and paganxympolhlm‘ an Munnxmfmm hemg teachers, awlxervnmx or no:/111 workerx
my ‘Open Lever to Citizen: of/he Federal Repuhlu ofGermany In: by ma
Beru/.w/arbor‘ was /usx published m the Wax! German mmal daily,
Frankfurter Rundschan. on 25 Oclobzr IP77, All ma xlgmzmrmx are usual?who Imv: ngnaa ma Chnner. Doclar luraxlnv Sabnla wax ray: Party
Secremry m Ema. secmrd Iargm cmn rlry, durmg ma Pmguz spnng ofI968. Ha was imprisoned In 1972 /or an aruvme: in ma mcmlm oppomion
and Wm relzaxed In ms after xervmg 5 yemx a/ ha saxanaanazx yearxznlenzv. He was arrested again in Ormber 197.5 wn./a allempnng. with other
Charter members, 10 rneel a drlngalmnfrom me Po/uh oppamian gmup KS5—
KUR. Ha wamnxanm: In January 1979 Iv Dmuruhs/or fnxnlllng a polmemnnand in May 1979 was Jtnlented ta [8 momhs. Petr um 15 marrwd 10 Anna
Sabulova. aaagnm ofDr Samzm. Anna Sabalovu L: a pmmmeru lender A7/Me
Charler mamnanz and was impnsaned m I972 /or nar oppusmon xzcziwlxu.

W: address oursclvex Io you as pmpk who we und:r attack in your counuypm 15 we are in Czechoslovakia,Th: majority a(Cl\an:r 71 signaioriu orcikizrnswha rcfuwd m crixiclsenana ofpeopk who were caught dnsmbux g nwill be barred both from jobs in Ime with man quallficalions and capaciues
and also rmm occupations whith can provide a reasonable waga. wim such
measuxcs all work pcxslblllues m conrmlled. since our whole economy I:
managed by out central bad)‘.
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Purlhcnnare, mere are mm: thousands or ciiizens in czoehosioyakia wiio
‘Arr: saeired rrcun rheir jobs oecause iiiey ooeniy append iiie rniiiiur
oriiie eouniry in ieox. Even [0 mi: day rney have not beat abie ro reiurn ro
slmablcunoioynieni And thosecitizens who luv: :!ns:re]alivtsin en-iigrnuon
mnnol occupy yobs aiame a ee-nan. lrvcl oi reroonsioiiny.

Ahiiosi aii cmzcn: or me cssx ap-arr from members of me Cuchoslovnk C?
are unabl: ro noid leading posiuons in enierorires and aim! Insnluuons. sine:
Pony decisions require iiie overwhelming rnajoriiy or such were io be
occupied by rariy membu: only. Many pecvle are rcslriacd by all kinds or
rnearurei such as mesoeaiied ‘cad.r:—c:iJ.ings', The number or peopie p:i's:cu-
red Ill lhlx way has I: nrne hrgcrsincc school and uniyerriiyi avus are chosen
aoeardrng (0 me ori and Jobs oi ineir parems. lhtir xvligxous oonyieiiour,
eic. rariier man in r aoiiiiies

in this situation no one ii V: any recur-iiy, =iLh:r iegai or otherwise. The
mass inlheCSSR alracks nd 'duz.I oeooiewhose views are oiiirereni iron. in
own: on nn occasion has our press inronnod rmdrrs about euizens
suinocied to our bemfkvernal (employment dlscnminafian). in Lhe Czgdwslo-
vak rnare media wt can rnaur aooui me Gerrnau rederui Republic's semis-
verbal our unronunnieiy wuhoui exoiunarion or mine it eoncreieiy involvn
and what kind oroerioie are amered byit. ii |S eiear uiai in Lhe rnuroriry oi me
can u involves rnernoerr of me DKP iweei Lierrnnn Commumsl Pax1y\. But
iniorrnarion aooui oiner eurrenrs affccled is nor obuinnblc in me CSSR
Thutforu. eouid you pleas: give u: rue necessary iuiorinazion aooui such
ca5e:'! Finally, we eiye you full auinonry no oroioei in our name in me
newspapers or me German Federal Republic againsi me (aer rnar these
newiriapers occupy thtmxelvu wirn me oersecuunn of caoeiiosiouair eiirmu
while keeping quiei aooui rneir own nrooierns.

You have oerrainiy undersmod ironi this Ieucr ma: lh: CL:-Ahcslovak mass
media misuse mo Issu: oi ine Bemfsvzrbol to cover up dornenic grieyauoes
and nm 10 deciare ineir soiidai-iiy or io provide conerere assistance. we
mereiore ask you to inure a siano agninsl rins scaie oi aflairs — riie oesr way
wnuld be [0 smd an open ieuu io iiie Czechoslovak ennss media.

W: arc sure mar lll me [inure we will on uoie ro find a oonunon oooosinanui
oiaiiorrn ii, for wiiareyer reason, (ll: solidarity aciions inai we propose are
ulipussiblt, we would ask you [O iakz uiis Iener as an expression af our
soiidariiy.

inn Medeir. laliackovo nabi.49, Pmgue 5.
Dr Jumsixy saoaia. Kriziroyskeno M. Brno.
liri him. Mikulas: z Husi is/241. Prague 4.
In: Lonniirn, Vlzsska Io, Prague i

Jiri Nernec. Jeaia 7, Prague 2.
Anna Sablluvl and Pen uni, Anglicka 3, Pmgue 2.
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Open Letter to Heinrich Biill
The 'aperi Lzller 117 Hume»: Ball’ /irsi appeared in /Ii: Fraiikrumikuunscliau. so Navmmr I977 The immlanuii IS by Patrick Camlller.

Dear Hcmnch Ball.

Allow us to express oui sympathy and tsflcm lei you in ilie pexlnd you amnow livingnluougn, W: win: your liL:r:Iry waik cm in aruslic worm andhumanism.which spring mm a den): ciiixiianca or society. in ma same way,we valu: your liumanuuiiaii stand sis a Ciflztll wlimm luiniaii riuaanu andmill riglfls, including most of diifldtllli, xx: thltalcllbd.
W: art «landing up loi human iigms in Crrcchoslovakla and \0 W: ar:llalllfauy oppovd lo inuividual lcfiar as a rn:all5 of solving polillcal argii—IIIBHLS arsacial caiinicls. Wewnsxdulcrror -.is a degenmie phermmenon wllhcxlranflyncgalwemnszquenccsnu: mil) rm lhcse dirzclly Concerned but alsofor inn whole a! snarl!» «hos: lzubli: li c IS Lranmmuud by acts of (Error. amw: an at in: same Iim= vcry dlsmrbcd as me eiforu or ccrlain circlas to Itemlmciiism A: a welcome oppunuiiixy la launch, uiidu oovu of me search hislmurisl synlpxihlxcrs. a wildrhunl agllrlsl pzople in whom mirunsl method:am completely alicn and disiasierul

On no account win we anprave [he demand of iliesc circle) in ‘span thehullllllg sM5oII' fl| ordzr lo Mlumt fittdhillkillg cmzem who inquire imo uieunfltrlyiflg causcs ol negmiv: social ph=nom<w These ciiizciis suppcin mavizw ilim soc any should not b: p|Ic:d in a posi an where ii defends l|s=|fagnmsl nbominable X(‘rn)rISl zctivitws only iliiougn surgical oprraucns. II is[he duly spc ally of y.-ieiiusis and anlsls la discover zlia muis of lhusc socialabermnons irsociaiy is mClmt: =i-iougii an —hndIzs againn lhdf rcgeneraliorl.Wtkflow my well (min U1: expericflc: afoul msii couiiziy wim rullaws rmmsilaiicing opinions mmugn obstruction. amalgam and anarhulla. We are allthe more £|lSHllb€d in man you and ulnar humanism are slnndemd as l¢H’Ofl'SC
syinpaxliixm as a rtsllll of zvproaching me pmblcm Ill ma way wt advucale
liisi as yau wppon us in our efforts, so do w: now stand by your sink.coiiuiiue xo mum us as your menu; in solidarity.
vuuis.

Kml Blrloszk, ' onau .Ii Dlenlxlf
$cI=mi$l, ex—Minis1nr of Forzign Afflirs;
Ihe Parly collegc: liimsl-v Hum. musi an. VIISII Chnnlnslavl. amass;Zdrnak Inky, legal Smcnfl . Vlldimlr K:dl¢c. ECOnGll'uSX, ex—Muiisi:r ofReligious Aflairs. lun xlim-, wnm: Pavel koliain. wnm; Klllnznl Lnkesisocial scimiisl; smiislnv Ia. camuama Venzk SI In. ecunollusl;Lud uviiciil ,w tr:P(lIUh|,(cchniL‘iarl:JlrIIIIZ¢I(nkov.I.doclor
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Cami’ ions of Imprisonment
ny OLIVER MACDONALD

Han art the Clmncr 77 pcmim! prisoners being waxed: What art ma
rrgulnuans gmznllng mm mud‘ on

The mm xx am we cannot know The most tzmble hnlure of pemicax
lvupnsonmmk m Cvechexlnvakia is Ihc mm mmme xeyme has acomplclc grip
on all me Insuhmons of aocxtly oulsidu me pmons and mi: givm u an mow
mmplrlcly free hand dc us pnsmu and camps There: is no nndependml
scmuny of any son m rclzliun to Prison aamumsuauou, (here is no upvcxiuon

pm or inL|cp:mlcnl pm.-s able to Drums! agairm umusnces. and ma
reguxauons ma dawn Inr rvnscn :zdmu1i~|ralimI are slaxc xetrcu not n:vca|uJ
dlhrr m me pnscmcrs ur mu public

The on!) we pomls of coma bamcen the pnsoner and the ouxsidc world are
kurrs (0 nm of mu, which arc ~y~lcrrmLicaH)‘ ucnxorrd. and vtry ixxfrvgqucnl
visux from nm of kin wh It can b: blocked by lhcrzgune which um place m
from of gum: and winch can be Lcrmmaled at any moment, Thus. Far
:xamp1:,P:-lr um, who .. ~cr».mg 2 Sgvear sen1:nc= as ;. szcund megory (ma
flgimrl pnsonu .5 amma one vI51|:'»:r}4 tun mamhs and um w. an In no
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longnr man lm lrpnr. Ho ls alscl allowed lo wrilc nne lerrer 3 lorrnrgrn. bul
rm-re letters. mm b: sroppeo by llle aulh0n|l=s rl lhey oonrarn anylhlng lnal
Ihc) fccl sllauld nor be publicly rtvtaled. Thus his wifc was unable ro rmclvc
anv lerrorr dunllg February, Till: gives me «egrnre lremrnduus stop: [0 brnakpolirieal prisoners physlcafly and rnenlally, parllcularly during the early
nronras and years 0f]1i15£lIlc'nCl:S.

As lo rornral rcgulalians mar: is a law on rrnpnronnionr which arclarez. lor
erarnpla. Ihax ‘all pzrsolls dcgnvcd cl personal lreeoorn rlrall or rrealm III ahllmallc manner and wrrlr rcxpecl lor [ht nhgllilx‘ pl Ih: nunran hang‘ Em
anaer l-lrrsalr me leucr 2» well as me splrlr cl’ la» law ls rorninely nnurea. 'l'lrrn
the law (Ankle ls, para!) sayr mm ‘Th: corl»lc| can ablam legal aid h; alawyer‘, ycl HI practice prisancn ar: banncd from oblaunlng a lawyrr HI aconrllcr willr me adnri 'slraliun. Th: lea] regirlarrons ror priml-ls are most olme Minrsror of Jl.lslic:'s Code on Imprisonment in Conel:llm1alEducallzmal
cnregones — a secrfl dncluutnl. The Mlnismr ol Juuluc can make all mannerof seat! dinsc|iv=s lor spetific groups ofpriwl-l:rs. Thus‘ although ma rcgm-lc
arm-ially refuses ro rccognis: the cmtgnry or pull al pnmnu. lr iml juslrrrcl-l a category arler lne wnvr or ll political nlals Ill I972 whm a secret
lr:l:|Iv: ordered csptcially harsh nrw rulcs lor polrlrral delmm-re

Mosr or wlnar we know abcux me real condlnons in Cpzchoslnvzk prisuns
tomes lrorn a very detailed dncumervx lssucd by Chanel 77 in ma (clrarlrrDocinnenl No.15}. rnrr flocumznl xr/ea]: rnal mlcc I969 when Huxak cam: in
powtr, lh: regimz lra. scverely Lmdcrmlmd rno plcvluln rlghls ol prisoners.
Fm example, the nghl ro wcar one-. awn clmhes ha. been ahollshed. lb:durallon or exercis: has been shorkrled. rules on cnrrexpnndencc and on U1:
reenpl 01 pint]: havr ham radlcally stiffcnzd, Vlslls lo prisoners nave been
llmlted In one nonr and will he rernnnarea ir dlscussmn slrays beyond -rannly
rnarrerr- Punishmclllsal prlronm hav: alsn bumml: much more srl/er: andare eapaclally earnn-ion ror fallllr: ro achwv: work onrprrr norms This is naerwlrlr n cm in food ranpns. dcslgnzd. presumably ro promo 3 nrrrlrer
wenkemng of lhe prisoner-r work papariry. Slrlr: me tarly 19705 perrarnprisons, Including Ihnsc whzr: Petr um and his ccmradm scnlenocd H1
Oclobrr ofkm yur have been renr, have lraa Special poliu/.':l nlztloll eellr :51
up by sacrer order of me Mimslry of lrrsnoe. Thcst are dcsigncd to nrr lllc
pns<Iner<' yvllys ul lrealrlr ln gcneral, me Charter 77 dncllmclll xcporls,nolltical ynsoners am (mated to a harsher r:glm: rlran olner prisoner:

Among lh: regulnllans designed ro be dclibcralzly hnmiliaxlng or liar-rnnrl tome prl.\un:rs' h:a||h, wc can mcmiau rne lolluwlng ln some prixons. ma
priscnus art banned rronr sleeping an (Ilelr backr, wornen prlzullers canchange underwear only one: every lo days and arc banned rrorn washing lhelrlmdcrwczr In the rneanlirno, ltanlflg against [he wall or airing on Lh: floor
even when rlrcre arc lmnffititm slpol. can be banned; polllicxl primllcrs arcbanned from rudlng polrlrcal ltrahln: exct-pl lor Marxist or psrudn—Marxlu
lexls and Marx' poll cal rIri~0n:n are bullrltd cvcn lrorn rczding Marxistworlr.
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Rules are rranacil in siicn a way as (K! cndmlgcr prisoners‘ lienlin. runs, uiey
are allowed so see a donor only once a wtek on a spocirre day and ii unwell on
a dlifcrcnl day iney can he siibieci io d.i9:IDLllIfifY acnon for missing woik il
ilie iloeior dzclaxes iiiern iinrii {or work. in Mirov, wnere l>err ulil is held.
sugar is noi available in me eanleeii mud in um a prisoner that died oi bland
poisoningoecaiise his iellow prisonerswere iinaoie io gain rlie anenrion orilic
giiards dining iiie niglii. in me sni-nc prison, a prisoner called aeisk was lefi io
die as a resiili or a niiiiger sirike in tht early mas. Prison resiilaiioiissiipulaie
rliiir a ieinoernriire iii no ro 35 degrees is no grounds ioi iinriiness io work. The
lisi or measures used io oreak poliiienl orisoners' physical lnealiii eoiild be
exiended {or pages.

so rar we know me ioliowing incis sooni uie ciianisis sznteuoed last October:
-Peir Uhl: ins chronic oroncliiiis lias becom: acme as or April oarily ns a
resiill oi rise bad iood and especially bccalls: lie lias io carry neavy weiyiis or
no ro an kilos no 57 sieos. He is allowed no wr en rnaierinl wliaiever — no
leiiers troiri his wire or children lor example. nor even me noies lie niade ar ins
work place cancernlng ilie rnlriilineni oi liis work norm. He is nor allowed
onoios oi nis wire and ciiildren Because of a previous seniei-iee al A yeisis for
his pnlincal resisisnee in die invasion 0! Czechoslovakia in I953. ne is classed
as a reeidivisi nnd, iinlilre nis connades, is in a second ca gory sine: regime
prison caino He is scnring a s—ymr seorence. l-lis rirsi vi i will be beiweell
May and Jill).
-Vaclav Havel is seiving (our-and-aehalf years in Herinaniee prison eanio.
working in a sieel worki. A world iainons wrirer. Havel is banned fmm any
wriiing exc:p| Lh: regiilarion leiier so his DICK! of kin. A one hour visii irons ins
wile and broiiier in reoriiary was rreqiiniily inierrnoied by rlie winder |o
Hlsuxe is was confinzd ro diseiissing rannly inaners.
-vselnv aeniia, serving 4 years in Herniarnoe. Though allowed to wine every
week io ins wire only iwo ofhis leirers linve been seni so lies by ilie anriiorines.
He nas not received a single one or use 6 lerrers seni by nis wire. He works in
riie sieel works.
‘Jlri Diensioie serving 3 years in Heriiianice and is also working in are sreel
works. He is snirenng rroin severe hack pains and is being given injeeiions ior
iiiis.
-oua laednarnva is serving rliree years in ooava Prison. Alrrddy very sitk and
on an invalid pension oerore ner nrresi, ner liealrii iias deieriornied
Eonslduzbly dnring lier iiiiie in deieniion. sl-ie iias n sweuing or ner legs, a
painiiil swelling or ner Iymphauc glands, serions gnu bladder prablcms and
dererioisiing eye—siy|l as well as loss oiweiglii. But sne lias rl0|ba¢lI classified
as iinlii (or work in prison.
‘lamslav saiiara is, nniil December of iliis ym serving rlie remainder or a
senience lie received in mz ror ins resisiancc a ivii, arior lhc soviei invasion
He has had |w0 lieari '¢|li:L:k.~ and nas a ininonr of iii: pancreas. H: I an
isolarion cell U1 Liioinerice prison, His leiiers are h:avlly censored. ins reading
rnarier is severely ciiriailed. laeeansc or use scvcrc resirieiions ne raeos noilnng
is known ahalll iiis vmxk and oiiier conditions in prison,
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Under Um mprgsmc mndxlmns of Czacnououx mcvely dcfencz or the
prisoncn 1.: very dimcull Itwprccisel,IhelabcurmcvemerninAhL:\V Hhzu
can do mg mus! m defend lh=m against mg rzgvme. Ihe. mihvuy of me
Kym: (0 mt cnncism and protest from me Western Izbour movemcm is me
pnsoner:' only dclenvc.

Lmers and resolutions m support 00 I112 p -onus shuuld he sen: no 1»:
Czcchoslovak Embasw al 25. Kensmglon mi 1 (uardzns, London wz.
Also smd mm. ml support to (h: prisoncrs, whos: aadnw, ur: a. follow»:Pm uhus,1u19an,Psx/rs 739 53 NVS MS Mum
Vz_<:Izv Hm} (510.1935). NVU Humnnicc. [1 u. 13 pnkr 2.71302 ouma 13
Vaclav Benda (S.8,I946).NVU Hexmumcc, p.u. x3 pnkr 2, "1302 0mm 13.
mi D1ensxbi<r(20.4.l9177, NVU Hermanict, p u I} mm 2. muz Oslrzwz
13

om Btdnamva ux.5.|927), U:xz\ SNVCSR, as n5—n, may Opava

The mlormalm/I m Mm nrnrle has made M4,.»/z /1,. Palurh P/an Lm.

LABOUR FOCUS ON LABOUR. FOCUS ON
EASTERN EUROPE
Asoaumuémunmmnmmmmmuvpemnmauma

EAS'I‘ER.N EUROPE
AsodaummmnmmmmnmF4513:-nE’umpn3nd¢.heD§E

........ u.n....,..«..... y..s......»

7

EH
p..._u.. ....u.__ u,..m..
....... m>mlrlu1oo>n:1v--vw cnn4nswvAlSmI».us|s

for .u x..«.,.....n.. .........s in z..a..m..v.

Aanniamaoing any - Fnnly

,....: -u.»....mm .... lrxarm |'urI:|n'A )ur'<1IIhunplbon mu: mm :x.....- mm... Faun UH l.fl\lrllI r......,.‘ Eu): 1:, no x...,..:...aInn 5... n.:m.. u
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‘ixCharter 77 Defence
Commitiee Launches

Campaign Against Prison Comlitions

Ala pnhll/:n1€Ilfl! m Oxford nn 1ZM:v.Ih:Chum 77 DcknmCurnmillmhmdmd
a czmuun (a mum spins: [hr prism: rnndllmm men by war umma min mm
(mm 77 mu nghu ummhzmxx in Cdechmluukn

Tim Commiutv rm mm an Idmur mommnl omnzsuaam xo Ivwmbnd me
(‘rxhuinwk anmw wan nsnnum ut amen. 1-my Inn: in pan ht um um
rno|uIiom should urns am is “ inlnleruhle um wdnlins am am num atrium
um imnrisunmcm was wndrmlwfl by Ih: nuke kn in mm and by mcnlm uul
m..m.....m xumes mmugm: um wm... W14 shuulll :1. ..m:=c- m 1).: mxdtyadmgmm...“ m dmgmuu.\ cr(min::L\.

u u ur)1n[IlbDurll\0V=tnc1'||b0dltSlD4lK\I: Lheforlmlrilxgrl -

‘unsx n-mlmious mndrrrminuvlurcondnnunsofimprunnnzznln|'('n:ner’77mpparL::<.
‘Km! mm mnlnlnunx mm m {hr rmxmmnu Elnhasy and m Lhe priwnu»
mrnmlvn.
‘lmlualt m we moumon. ; dummd mu m. Czcchniln»-nk Aunhonugs shuuld mm 2
mm... mnvcmcnx Ilwve. [mm Brimin mu: mm In via: nu: lvrhautn um «mm Vllnr

unuuun wiLh mm m ,1.»-m.
'i(pumNrmud and. unmn an x am... Fully mm. M-..:.....\ u. mn€'1.2¢-husluvak
Embassy in mm... may News urrnn me Amhnufixvr
'lncn| um... mmrmrrn mu... »m...:..- In...‘ um lhdr n:ni<vr|al1ud;-rsmpx take up
us: nine and mmu: .. Will) mz (‘nxlmxlouk ....r.mm
-mu . r1unnlmn,hmA:\21 mu. m m

< mm” -,7 lkicurr fund m ms 011' falmlics Hf
voumx .-mm, ..

nu: Ch-nn n umm Cmnmzur:m. m..:..‘ ouultklliun a1:b|un<-I bu huvnnd
sponsored by um lonxmarudinn Conunilm in Dtlend cmd».unov.u Sacszlim, zmixe
sam W7: and nuu rnlkd me Socialist Cvmlnmae Ivr nummu: aims in

cmsmumm, In) msmmn Emu Snlidarii) Cmwiim mm by L1bmAr row on
Emcmmm. In W led me umuaign in mm for us. xelaic at line (tum 77

mmmm rm wbvenmn m Odnbnr of mg ya: andmp-us my me rclcnsc n1 nlal

p\)li(IrI.| mum In Clcchnsmvlxhn.

~ 2;... -1 main .: ul ....q 1....-.:
Chan 77 um»... 4-....u...:4 flgm cm. in Mmlpdkrn n....:.. ws.

......r... -. 1 ...........u. -an em..." .. .........u...n

HI1I.TlIlllfl’l mu I-Ir M.P.. us Crusnn nu.ma. sum.
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