wnnKE“TTINEHAM

Solidarity Forever!

| 'BOROUGH
STRIKE

National Focus
For Struggle.




1.
EDITORIAL

The Labour Conference.

The Lobour movement in Mothingham has undergone . muder of experiences
with regerd to the lacel Lnbour Party. In tle fleld of edncation,
Labour Councillors succeasfully held back the Lhweat cof comprehensive
schools for over o decade. The bilatersl system, which gave Nottingham
1ts appalling record, with regard to wordinug clazs children alaying

at selwol afber 15, was defended throush thick snd thin by the Labour
Aldermen, +n trade union questlone, tie Labour group s a whole,
either did nothing or even lined up with the Tories, The busmen, in
particulsr, have bitter memories sbout the role of the Labour lendera.
The Iabour group has played a despicsble psrt on the rents liesue.

they are going to implement the Fousing Finance #Act, aid all those
radicsl nolses msde at the last May elections have been shown up as
being so mach hot air.

Not eonbent with doing nothing positive, they then tag slong in the
woke of Powell and the anti working class rasclsts by srguing that
the Urandan Asiana should mot come, because of the housing problem.
There 18 a housing problem, but the Laboue Party; mist shomlder its
part of the Dlame for that. Thers is no lack of ruscurces and enougn
builders on the dole.

The Labour Counzillors do not inspire confidence but the Lubour M.P.'s
are worse, It will be a long time before William Whitlock can live
down his role as some latter day !'Sanders of the Biver' in Angullla.
But the wooden spoon, as a 80 called workers' repissentative rust go
to Jack Dunnet, He excelled himself with his oupport for 'In Place
of Strita' (Lebour's own Industrisl Helations BAll), and for British
ent-7 into the Common Marlet. Ha talks as a concern=d capitalist on
housing but his own tenants find him a hard, tough landlord, more
interested in his proflt than thelr needs,

A1l the sbove might seem a littie remote from the Labour Party Corference.
Dut it is essentisl that w& look at the record rather than the rhetoric.
Tt is deeds that count, rot words, There were cerfalnly emugh words

at the Labour Party Conference, We were aszived thal the Party wse In
favour of prosperily, full employment ard good housing ard deplored
poverty, unamployment and slums. But what crillcisms did 1t make of

the perfurmance Crum 1%4), to 1570, whenlis housing problen got no betber,
actual poverty increased and the Wilson leaacrship spent a lot cf its
time attacking the Unlens? Callsghan's answer w:S thst Labour tried to
do too much and 1t will have to carry out reforms et a slower rste in
frturel

The cruclal test for Lsbour iz how 1t helps Lhe actusl strugple of
tenante, trades anlonists, ele. now. I% is 1ot pood encugh Lo say, 'Vobe
for us and we will solve your problems,'! This s wiut the Labour M.F.'s
sald to the Stanton iron workers ab the protest meeting against redund-
ancies in Iikcobon. I5 solves nothing. Tle way forward fov the Stanton
workers ean only liz in their own hands and only a strugzle 1iks that
carried oub at U.C.5., and learning from some of the weaknesses of

that experlence, caa nelp., An exampls of the Labour method shown at
the Coiference cccurred ln the housing debate, A rezolution callinz on
Conference to suppert ail those who fought spainat and rsfuned 4o 7
implement the Housing Finance Act was belng dlscusved, This wes a2

very good resolutlon. But how did the left scunding labour leaders
react? They vpuosed 1t and they used the left labour M,P. Frank Allsun
40 speak against it sud got it rejscted. They do 1ot wanb a real fight
against the bosues and landlords but mepely to uase thess struggles for
their slectoral sads. It 16 also sisnificant thset tlisy used the lef%
winger Allaun ag the sugar costinz on thelr poalscn pill.
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Perhaps not all of our readers will agree with Nottingham Workars!
views on this Conference. This is thelr right, of course. Bub
rather than leave 1t as an interestlng debating polnt, let us pat
it to the test. In the event of the Tories fallirg to trick the
Uniocns into lowering their wage claims, sections of workers could
be forced to take industrlsl action to protect thelr standard of
1iving. The response of the right will be immediate. Ueare storles
will zppear in the press. There will be attampte to whip up hatred
spainst that section of workers in particular and trade unlonlsts
in genersl, What a real Lebour Party ought to do 1s obvious. The
Party lesdership should spearhead a natlonal camepalgn of solidarity
wilh the workers, Locally, the Nottingham Ciky Party should eall
demonstrations of solidarity, particularly if local workera are
directly involved in the dispute. The Party and Counclllors ahould
give all political and financlal help that 1t is humanly poszible
to give, so that the bosses and Torles recelve a resounding defeat.
But will they? Let us see, and let us also draw the conciuslons
from what does happen. [ut above all, we have to ensure that the
left in Notbingham does play an active role in solidariby with workers!
strugrles and not just sit back and walt for a General Election to
return Wilson and his crewe.

N TTINGHAM DUSMEN FACE CHAHCES: See Page 10,

Readers will remember that in our last issue we ran an artlicle by
Roger Tamner, which described the disjmte bstween busmen enployed
mainly at the Sherwood Depot and the Nottingham City Transport
Authority. Baslecally thls disymte is concerned with the inadeguate
bormaes, the insufficlent rest breaks and tlie unsatisfaclory working
conditicns which the cperstors of ons man buses have to endure.

Recently, this struggle has taken an extremely sericus turn, with
the laylng of thirteen charges against four bucmen, arising out of
alleged incidents which took place on September the 2nd., when the
Traneport and Genersl Workery Busmen's Dranch held their first of

a series of one day stoppapges, The four men: Jim Builer, Ernle
Sweaney, Pete Franks and Paddy ('Neill - have twelve charges agalnst
then, under the 1875 Conspiracy and Frotectlon of Property Act amd
one charge under the offences against the person act of 1947. These
include alleged assault, persistently following end intimidatlon.

Tt is believed that the Industrial Relations Act has some beardng
on the charges that have been lald and the case i1s especlally signif-
icant for thls reasson,

We cannot comment specifically on the legal proceedings at thls stage,
due to the matter being subjudice, However, we kow that our readers
will wish to do everything possible to help the men, both in terms

of the court case and in terms of the industrial dispute'at the
Sherwood Depot. The employers and the courts are becoming far too
trigger happy these days. Ws have had the gaoling of the DJockers,
legal proceedings taken against building worlers and a host of other
less spectacular bub nonetheless very important atbempbs by the forces
of repression to use "legal processes' agalnst working class people
fighting for their rights., Of course, the employers and the Govermnent,
ete. have a lot poing for them. The laws are rigged 1n thelr favour
and they have antl working class, arrogant bourgeols bigois called
Judzes to administer them., To use a football analogy, when a workling
man goed into Court, mot only has the other side drawn up the rules butb
it has appointed its own referee and linesmen as well.

However, even more power 1les in the hands of working pecple 23 the
fight to free the London dockers showed. There should be masslve
solidarity action organised in support of the Sherwood buomen.

Brian Simlster.
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The First Intemational Tranch in lottingham

There is one conotant feature to peal socialist and working class

politics: intermationaliem and the need to tuild an Intermational based

on linking up the separate struggles of the workers in difforent countrieas
against their common enemy. Thoxe have been formed the Second Internationzl,
which the Lobour Party still adherca to, the now defunct Third Intermational
and, the Trotsyist Fourth International. The first of these Internatiomals
vag formed in London in 1864, The founders were Iritish trade mnionists and
French and German socialists, ineluding Karl Marx himgelf.

The First International, or Intemmational Working Men's Agsociation,
gtondily set up branches around Lurope and a gtrong group of the lat
Internntional was set up in Nottinghem with itfs centre on Houndsgate. This
branch was involved in co-nrdinating strike action between the various
trades so thot only one trade struck at a time, receiving agsistancs from
the otheras, It played an important role in politically guiding the struggle
of the building workers and had large numbers of plasterers in ite
merbership. Affiliated to the Eranch was the Seetion Francaise de
Hottingham, This group, based on Kirk hite Street, wzs made up of refugees
from the Paris Commune of 1871 - the first attempt in world history to
carry out a Uooiaiiet Buvoluticon, Oue of the leaders of the Commumne, citizen
Gerbaud, wns buried in Ilkeston together with one of the original red flags
from the Coomune.

Tut the llotiingham Branch of the 1ot Intermational was important not just
bocause of its size and activity but also because it was one of the nmost
politically advanced branches. Itz programme is certainly far more
coherent then those of other brrncheos. This began: v, ,.this society will
advocate and promote the principles of the pelitical and social revolution
ag haing the only principles that will advance the welfare of society as
a whole, os being the principles on which alone just and equal government
is based, and to which all civilization tenda,"The programme then went on
to call for froedom of exprossion and education, abolition of class and
sox privilige, owmership of the land, notiopal and racial equali‘y and
the protection of the rights of oppresscd minoricied.

The key fisure in the branch was Thomas Smith. Hle was the only only
IEnglish meuber of the Internaticmal to develop a philoasophy of history.
Lis most fomous worlk was a pamphlet produced by the Hottingham Dranch
"otters on the Commumne. The Lew ol the Hevolutionj or the Logicel
Development of Human Society". This pemphlet even cana to the notice of
John Stusrt Mill the famous philoscpher. He praised it but wos worried

by the tern " revolution " which he saw zs8 nn abstract French concept and
which Ton agninst troditional Dritish cupir’ .ism ( i.e. not looking further
then your own nose). Vhat Mill failed to grasp was that Smith's socialist
outlool was based upon the fact thot the present period was the " era

of wevolution". Smith argued that, wntil closs injustice was removed and

a vesl denocracy came into being, there would inevi tubly be periodic social
upheavals end bloodshed. Todey, when one considers lreland and Vietnam,

it is clecr thot it was the Wottinshan working man who saw more clearly
than the fomous John Stuart Mill, iurthermore, Smith not merely saw the
roota of present day injustice but how to remove it. The power of the
boases hind to bo toppled: " capital the sorvant of labour, and not labour
the servant of capital."

L. Jenkina,

Tha of ized Hacism

Tn September the National Front began their campaign to get membership in
Hottingham, estates were leafletted and about 30 members of the H.F. came
from Leicester to Nottingham, holding a meeting in the Market Square.
Since then they have begun to hold regular meetings here.
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This racist group, whose leaders like Martin Webster, are admirers of Hitler,
are tolring advantage of the hyateria created by the press ani Powcll over the
entry of the Ugzandan Apians, to inten=ify their membership drive, Plonmed
long before the Ugandan fsisnas erisis, the H.F.'s " aubuun campaign " has
hed o large amount of success. Iany workers have joined the ranks of their
foscist group. In Leicester, the WP headquarters, they sontrol several factories,
and in Dimmingham their ‘youth clubs! (1) are attracting many young meubers cf
the working colaas.

Tis represents a real threat to the working class in Britain. Walle the tradi
fraditional lenders of the trade unions and the Tabour Party are happy to cit
back and moralize, the spresd of organized racism in groups like the National
Front cen split the labour movement as its ptrugglee the Industrial Relations
fct and other attacks of the Tories and cmployers.

The Hetional Front is the old phenomenon of fascisn. In the 1930s workexs forced
them off the streets of Dritain, as in the Battle of Cactla Streetin the East

wnd of London. This must be done again. 4L group which wishes to smash the
orgonized working class and divided it agninst its real encmies, cannot be allowad
to grov. There should have been no free cpeech for Hitler, and now none for

the Wationel Frontl

Tleck people did not couse wenploynent. It wa~ not them wh. make the

governmeny close down the Stenton and Stavely works— it is the employers

viho fear for loss of profits when they are hit by uhe competitive syetem that
they stond for. While black ond white workers fought together in the builders
strike, the bus strikes In Wottingham and the miners gtrike, it was the National
Froat who wore condemning thesc actions.

Orgonized racism then, must be smashed.and counter demonstrations to those of
the Hntional Front have been organized in London, Birmingham, Dlackburn and
leice ter. In Dirmingham, building workers helped break up a HF rally. vhile
on gtrike they had had found who were the real enemies and who had gtood with
then.

On Thursday 12th October, a broad front of Hottingham left wing ané anti-racist
groups was called together by the TG to orgenize action against the resurgsnce
of racisn and to show the NF they conldnot get a foothold in Nottinghao s0
eagily. \mong the groups represented were the Communist Party, Labour Party,
Tlack Peoples Freedom Movemont, ING, 15, Yomens Liberatlon Group and several
college socialist societiea. L neeting was planned for Saturdzy 1llth November
in the Market Square and all members of the labour nmovement and those who wish
to fight raoism are invited to give their suprort. We hope that all readers of
tfottinghan Worker' suppert the demonstration which will indicate the only
real woy of solvingthe problens facing worker: today - smashing orgenized
recism and intensifying the struggle against the attacks of the Tory government
ond the cuployers.

I Ascow.

Students ond Accomodation

( Rditorial note: in the last issue of Nottingham Worker we exauined the
lonaing problems of working class people in Nottingham. Students ere also
focing grave problems of accomodation and in this issue,therefors,we got
Mike Ionlin a etudent at the University to write about the problens that
students face)

Every year obout now the annual atudent accomodation crisis begins. o flats
no bedsits. Tall places (if you ~-n get one) too expensive, accomodation

of fice mammed by people who can only inforn you that there really is nowhere
to live. Vho's foult is it?

Firstly there is not much point in the studenis blaming the University
Locomodntion Officer. He might well be inefficient and would probably be
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better off if he went back to flying Spitfires., Dut the acconmolatiuva

problen will not be solved by cosing hio oub aud eosing scnelody eloe in.

Secondly, we enter a blind alley if we nyelocme" ag an arbicle in the last
Gongster (University stutont newspaper) 8id, the news that * the Univeruily

has docided to let houses to siudenis in Lhe Temkirk ores “- congratulsling the
Thiversity on being o good londlord is at besl naive. The Tniverslly owed
property, a8 does any other lundiord, for one Ieasun = profit,and it is just thia
profitability vhich places a very hard limitation on the dugree of "haoranity" or
Mgoeirl concern™ which the univexsity, ow eny olher lonllord Lor lhat oovter, can
be expacted to ghow.

Certainly, "it is right that agtudents shoull capect %o hove little or 1o h
acconodation problera" ( Gongster) but then so afpmld 1ow dncome familices in
the city centre, o should black poople, so should the old. The grin reality in,
however, that comcil housing lists are growing longer and longsy pud Lio
inereasing need ig not being net by increased house builling., In fuet the kot
nuiber of houses buili svery yeor has been frlling sieadily ninge 19C7. ln this
sort of situation en cscape intolstudent elitism® - wherely oludents elaim
tgpecial rights'! above those of the rest of the working class - in the long mm
is nc escope at cll.

The Teal smawer only comes with seeing thot student acconodation problems along
with other "student" problems of fees and grants are only one aspect of & Lore
general problenm - the problen of the nnticnel allocation of the States resources
in the whole field of socinl expendibare. o avne of focial expenditure which
Lost interests students im, of course, that of Iligher Education, but this
perapective allows us to cee the ensentinl links emwd pinilarities between the
Statels strategy in educational expendibmennd ite strutegy in other specteors,
sapecially housing - via the Yousing MMinance Act.

For stud.nts the state's steatesy was made vory cloar & couple of years ago
when the Departnent of Dducation and Soicnce told the Universities that no mere
money would bs mede availuble for atndent aceonodation and that any new schenen
would hove to be financed by the Universitics {henselves theough loun finanne
arrongenents. This decision had tun effecta. Firstly, Halls of Residepna were
nov supposed to becoue finonclally aelf sufficient and the Universities could no
longer count on ihe state to clear vp any debta that they might ineur. Secondly,
the logic of the 'loon-Tinamoe! scheuss - vherehy the stnudents would contrilute
to future wniversity building programmes through their fees aund other costa, miher
then the miversity setting meney from the siate - meant that there would be a
constant upward pressure on Inll fess and other costs. In short stulents were
being expeoted not just to rent wniversity acccnodation but to buy itd

Vhat this hos meant is that while student numbers have been steadily increasing

in rocent years, and this is aspecinlly true for the Polytechnic, there has boen
an insufficient increase in the awmount »f colloge or wiversity built accomodation
to lkcep poce. Therefore more ond Dore students are being furoed to chase fewer
and fever flots and bedsite in and around the cily with the inevitable result that
prices have risen. So ouch ig this so thot in some aceas fanilies on low incones
are baing priced out of the market.

Tt is in this wey that the cut bock of erpenditure in hirher eduostion gan he

seen o work agninnt the intereste of all vorliing pocple and not just students.

0f course, cub backs are nob just oocureing in higher education. Decause of

the incressingle critical condition of Tritish copitalion the whole spectrun

of Stats socinl erpenditure is in the process ol being'raticnalioed! i.e. aclual
cuthocks in sooial provigions oxe being atsernted in those arens where they

think that they can get away with it ( free scloo). nilk, presceripiion charges otc.)
end o genoral attenpt is belng node to ginplily existing bureaueratic structures
ond to ocut custs. It is this type of thinking which ig behind both the Houwsing
Pinance Act and the reocent " Tox-crcdit" propousals.

We chould be very clear that cut backs in anyephere of sooial gxpenditure
inevitobly works agoinst the interesls of the entire working claso . Stulenta

ghould attempt to link wherever possiblo, tlicic activitics on acconodation

——
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and Tinanoce with the activities of the working class who face simiiax
problens in the fields of honsing and social service provisions. For
exenple, joint activities and campaigne could be held, nsing (niverslty
facilities and cguipnent wherever thoy might be wuseful, with iocul
tencnts agsociations and the Clainonts Undon.

In all our work,however, we should remenber that the struggle of gtudents
againat cutbacks in educational focilities is clouely linked to the
atrugzlo of the working class against the Housing Finance /Act and other
attacls ( like the Industrial Rolations Acl, Soeinl Scrvice cuus )- and
that 21l these strugeles directly relate to the particular woy in which
a dooaying Dritish capitalisn is reacting to the crisis conditicn of the
1270s.

Iiilee Homlin.

THE HOUSING FINANCE ACT AND LOCAL ACTION AGAINGT TT

The Housing Finance Act 1is an attack by the sbtate on the living sbandards
of the working class. Baslcall? it does two thinge:

1) It provides massive profits for landowners and property speculators
by pushing rents up in the public and privale sectors to ke level of

6o ecalled 'fatr rents'. In the words of the Act, this is the level which
would give 'a reasonsble return on a dwelling as .1 investment....' In
other words - ensure s subsbanbisl profil,

2) To offset Lbece major rent increases, end in order to provide a
pretence of cheap housing for 'lower paid workers!. the act sets oxb

a complicated rent rebate scheme. The aim of thls i1s to malte a certain
sector of the working class - higher pald councll tenants and single
men — subsidize the rents of people on low income, instead of attacking
the problem at its root by providing decent wages, bensfits and pensions
for als

Following the example set by tenanbs assoclations up and down the country,
the Notbingham Federation of Tenante Asscciations has recently been
organising a campaign afainst the Act and agalnst the impendlng rent
incresses. For exsrmple the first two Fridays of Cctober saw Strelley

and Dulwell Tenants' Assoclations mount pickets outslde the Rent Cfflce
in Burtcn Street. On these plckets, lesflets were handed over, calling
for a tobal boyeott of the rent increases and statlng that those families
witholding the increase should display a sign — "No rent increases pald
hera' = in their windows, thus attempting Lo create the necessary

visible solidarity needed in order to broaden and strengbhen the fight.

At the moment it is difficult to estimate the *-tal mumber of tenants
witholding their increase, but the COct. 26th, editlon of the 'Notbincham
Fvening Post ! reckoned the figure to he around the 2,000 marki

Whatever the preclse fipure, one polnt remains clear - wtrong and

active tenants' assoclations are going to be increasingly necessary in
the future, Otherwize, the real interests of tenants will become
submeried and camouflaged in the welter of bursaucratic rigmarcle and
form filling, which accompanies the Housing Finance Act and other so
called welfare measurss,

Nottingham Worker fully srpportc Lhe activildea of tenauts! assoclations
in their strugsle against vhis repressive legislation. We will contlme
to report their sciivities as they cecur,

Jana Drowne.

READ '"THE RED MULE!

News and analysis on &ll subjects of importance to the revolutlonary
left., Anmal subscriptions £3, from 'The Red Male',
182, Pentonville Rd., London, N.l.
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(Bea Page 10)

On Cctober 27th,, 200 Indlan workers ab the Trinldy St. Works of
Mansfield Hoglery Mills 1td, came out on strike in support of a wage
claim for an estra £5 per week for barlosders in the factory. B(%

of the strikers zre 'runners on! who have come out in sympathy. Since
then the struggle has spread and workers atb the Clarence St, branch
of the company have glso come out, swelling the total strike force

to over 40O, Unfortunately, the knitters, solely white workers, have
staved at work. The etrikers have been given the sack by the manage-
meni=-

At yresent, bar loadets at this Leughborough factery, get wages of
£0.35p for 4O hours s week, well below the national level for the
iob, or even for obrer workers in the area. There is also no shift
allowance, except tha% an extra 123% is earned on night work.

"he strikers are alsc Zemanding the right to work as mitters, At
oresent thls jcb is kept for white workers only. The Race Relations
foard has recently found that both the menagement and the National
Union of Hoslery and Mibwear Workers have been guilty of raclal
gigerimination in thi: matber. 411 the .eablses are morbsrs of this
Inion. 3 or L4 years =20, when a emall mmber of Indians sommenced
craining to become knitters, the white Imitters went on eirlke In
orotest. This strike was made officlal by the Union. At ute factory,
-he Union has nc shop steward or branch structure. Its affairs are
sonducted by full tire offlclals s a factory committee on which
sit a majority of white workers, even though they are in a minority
in the factory as & whole,

Tre other demand of the strike is that there should be no viectimis-
ation and that there should be full reinstatement for all tne
sspikers. A recens offer by the management, whilst 1t made Scra
vague concessions wn the knitting jobs question, implied that they
wished to drastically reduce the mmber of bar loaders in the Mature.

The Union has refuse: to make the strike officlal and has contimally
demanded that the s rikers return to worke The local official of the
Unlon, Mr. Carter, displayed such 2 hostile attitude to the strike,
shat the men demsnded “hat he should no longer be imvolved in tre
dispute, He was replaced by another official, Mr, Gee.

Tre strike has alsc Deen ettacked from other sldes, The D.E.P. hae
classified the sirikers as redundant, t!ms making them inelligable
Jor soclal security benefiis, even while their dependents suffer

real hardships, The manasgement and the D.3.P. say the strikers broke
the NeJ.I.Ce Agreement, but even had the strikers gone through the
requisite mumder of shages of this agreement, they could only have
struck legally if the Union had made it official. Yet, inspite of
being attacked by management and the tynbiased’ laws; and inspite
of belng s:sbted on by their Union and the white knitters, they
remain deterzined to win.

Of central ‘mportance to the strike 1s the solidarity recelved.
Early on in *he strike, the Nottingham based Solidarity Committee,
an organisation set up durdng the Crepe Sise strike, were able %o
offer their Aull support to the strike committee, Collectlons have
been heli and support organised throughout the East Midlands area.
Support *as Deen recelved from workers in Leicester, Loughborough
Trades ouncil and students at loeal unitersities. Nottingham
Trades louncil whilst not able to glve full formal support before
coneuliing the Union involved, took en informal collection at its
Novemer meeting. Also, members of the Solidarity Committee have
hely~d on the picket 1ines. On Satunlay, November 18th., pickets




were organised outside the Marks and Spencers stores of Loughborough,
Lelcester and Nottingham. Apart from the fact that Marks and Spencers
is the malor customer of Mansflecld Hoslery Mills, 1t also owns %

of the hoslery fim's shares.

The importance of solidarity has been recognlsed by the Strike “om
Comnitbee and workers at another branch of the f£irm (The Nottingham
Mamufacturing Jo.) have come out on sympathy strike. Workero at
other branches of the firm 1n Leicester, Shepshed and Manelald have
also been approached and have given support. Bub it is the determin-
ation to win of the strikers themselves, which is thedr aagie strengbh,

This strike has a relevance ocutside of the confines of Zoughborough or
even of the East Midlands, It is a fight of Black worlers who refuse
to be treated as second class cltizens and a® sources of cheap labour.
Ae 2 member of the strike committee said: 'The strike represents the
struggle of all balck wowkers in Britain to be trested as human
beings.! The strikes at Crepe Sizes Lbtd, and at Jomes Stroud over

the summer monthe pointed oub %o all and cundry that black workers
were no _onger prépared to accept the appalling conditions all too
prevelens in the East Midlands textile Industry. The Mansfle.d
Hosliery M1ls strike at Ioughborough is anobhe: wxample of tals, It
i3so0 polnts the way for white workers, if oniy they would fignt
against tre divisions caused by spafiihlppeejudire,  The way “owards
the strugrle for bheir rights, wnether it be natlonally againat
attacks like the Infustrial Relations Aet or the Housing Finaice

hct, or locally against firms like Mansfield Hoslery Mile Lte,, who
use racial divisions to divide workers in their Zight against “re

resl a@hermy.} When a picket was shouted at by workere In the fzctory,
who called kim an idiot for being on strike, he lust turned amn< sh
shouted: 'But 1t's you who are the idiots. Helping the boes mere
ancther million instead of fighting for yourselves.

Soliderity with the strupsle of these workers ls essentlal 1f tals
struggle 1s golrg %o be brought to a successful conclusion, Donstions
shou’d be sent to one of the following addreszes;

The Solidardsy Committes, The Strike Committee,
c/'o B.P.F.Ms Cffices, ar . 31, Statlion St.,

128, Derby Hoad, Loughborough,

ottt ingha.m. Lelea ®

Roger Tanner.
Snivers Ir S5. Annes.

Tn certaln respecss St. Armes 44 rapldly changing, Old strests llre
Alfred S, (Central), Union Road, Feashill Road, Hobin Hood Chase,
e5C. with thelr decaying terraced houses, malfunctioning cutside
toilets, small shops and mirky factories are gone for good. No ore
axcent perhiaps the very old and the over sentimental reprets thelr
passinz, Into their place rises the new St. Annes: red barrack l'ke
tuildirgs two or three stories high., The Corporation palnt 1s sti.l
fresh; these places are no% slims yet - bubt thab doeen't mean that
the unfortunate tenants haven't gol problems.

To problems like high rents =re added others in the shape of central
heating bills which amount to about £1.5C a week. Thess bills are
pald to a private heating firm who were kindly given the contract ty
Nottingham City Corporation, even though thelr tender was not the .
Towesh. Another big problem is that many tenante have found that the
central heating system doson't work and that no alternative heznirg
i= uup:alied.




Wher, the St. Armes Tenants and Residento Assoclation first ralsed the
matter with the Nottingham City Housing Dept., lhe latber body
initially tried to deny respensibility. However, contimuing pressure
has forced them to change thelr position, and they have premised Lo
teke action on the matber.

A St. Armes Temeant.

Rally Againet Threat To Family Allowanced.

A recently issued Govemment 'green paper' contains proposals which,

if implemented, would eventually phase culi family allowances. Under
the proposed new system, the allowance will become part of the husband's
tax relief. Ubviously, the allowance could then be wiped out
altogether by & Juggling of tax figures.

Apart from the sbove aspect, the proposed change would diseriminate
against women. At the present time, the allowance 1s paysble directly
to the mother. Under the new propesals, it would be up to the father
to decide whether or not to hand over the money to the mobher to help
with the upkeep of the child, Scme fathers would hand over the money -
but many wouldn't, When one considers the cuses of urmar-ied mothers,
separated mothers, ete., 1t 1s clear that resl nardship would result
from such dliscrimination.

There has been a quick loeal responce to these prop-sals. Un Nov.
21st., women representing Nottingham and Districli Trades Councll,
The Nationel Couneil for Cingle Women and her Dependents, The
Nottingham Women's Iiberation Group, Heeston Labour Parby and West
Brideford Labour Party agreed that a rally should be organised in
the (ld Market Square on Saturday, Jamary 13th as parb of what will
be an ongoing public campaipn against the ebolition of family
allowances.

From press release lssued by organizers of meeting.

'Tis A Far Far Better Thing That I Do.

People in the habit of reading the "Nottingham Evening Post'eould
hardly have falled to notice the recent controversy over the appointment
of Mre, Betty Bakewell to the £3,({(C g year post of Senlor mistress

at Mindella Grammar Schocl, Mrs, Bakewell 12 the daughter of that
revered civie pair Alderman R.E, Green (Chairman of the Education
Committes)and his wife Ethel. Upon her appoln’ment, idle tongues bekan
to wag, largely using the trivial argument tiut Mra. Bakewell would have
been the only non graduste on the Mindella staff, Teachers resigned;
parents and puplls complained. Finally, the Nottingham Secondary
Education Sub Commibttee surrendered te mob rule by decldirg not to
confirm the appointments at which Mrs, llakewell issued the followlng
statement , which 1s deserving of tie wldeot clreulations

ticross the decades ny mother, father and I have enjoyed worklng hard
for the people of Nottingham in our varlous ways. In the 1540's and
1950's we supported flood prevention — my father led the motlon which
wldened and deepened Lhe Trent, Another venture was the maintensnce of
Mendella a8 co-educational, In the 1956{'s the Nottinghan Playhouse is
a tribute to my father's determinastion and a secondary bilateral school
was named after him. The river camnival from which sprang future
festivals was my mother's inspiration.

¥y own efforts 1lle In education in many different spheres and in
helping the commnity in general., 4S5 a former prefect and liead girl
married to an ex Mindelllan, it was an ecstatle day when I was glven
and I accepted Lhe post of senlor mistress at Mundella — 1t lasbed
nine days. After seven days and nights of terious consideration, it




Lo,

13 with regret that I have today withdrawn ny accepbance of the post,
since further ccnsideration of the post has been thought nesceasary by
s committee other than the appointing one., It 1s thercfore in the
197C"'s that I now say; "My family and I love Minde'la," and by uy act
today I hope I am 1iving up to the words of the Mundells school song
and am furthering "the welfare of our cily and of ocur wmotherland® ',

Edna Arlowright.

The Dusmen's Case Updating Article. (See Page 2)

By now, most people will have heard that the Magistrata's Court dlscharged
the four busmen on November 22nd., 'because a prima facle case had not
been established by the prosscution!, and because, in the words of

the maglstrate, 'mo Jjury would convict on the evidence heard.! The
Police were furious. The Chief Constable, Mr, Fex Fletcher stormed thabt
the case would be taken on appeal to a Judge in chambers, butb he was
eventually talked out of it,

So a great victory has been won. 'Nottingham Worker! sends 1ts
congratulations to the four men involved, The fact that the Maglstrates
considered thst the case against the men was too flimsy ev.s to pass

in the antl working clase courts, shows how maliclous and palitically
mobivated the prosecution was in the first place,

And Another Vickory at Iuughborough: Updating Article. (See Page 7

News has just come through that the strike of Indian workers at the
Mansfield Hosiery Mlls is over. The management and union have signed

an agreement to the effect that Job diserlmimation will be ended, that
there will be full re-instatement of all strikers, and that there will

be nc redundancies. Unfortunately, the men haven't gobt a £5 rise -
merely a promise of £1 after the freeze, plus negotlatlions on this

issue. Space does not permit a full analyels of this victory, but it

1s obvious dhat from now on, any employer or right wing union which thinks
it can contime to get away with raclal diserdmination will have to

start thinking again. ;
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