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QEVOLUT/ON ON ThE MARCH

It is not so long ago that people who talked about "Revolution" were
regarded either as starry-eyed dreamers or fanatics of dubious
mental stability. Revolutions were things which had either all
happened in the past, or happened in backward countries on the
other side of the world. Today, the scepticism of the cynics
doesn't look so credible. On May, lst of this year, the soldiers
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government marched into Saigon,
completing the decicive défeat infli-“2d od the mightiest nation'on
earth by the Communist revolutionaries of Indochina. The cynics
who talked about the Vietnamese war as "the lost revolution" had to
eat their words. The victory of the revolutionary forces in
Indochina has been a staggering blow to the capitalist world, and

a massive impetus to the struggle of workers everywheres :

' But today, when the bourgeois journalists talk about the problem

of revolution, they are not generally thinking of far-away peasant
lands. Because in 1975 the revolution has come back to ha-nt the
Oldest and most established ruling classes: the bourgeoisies of
capitalist Europe. When the old fascist regime was overthrown in
Portugal, a massive working class struggle was launched, which

has shaken all the structures of Portuguese capitalism. For the
first time in fifty years, in Portugual, organisations of workers
power, workers councils, have arisen to challenge the power and the
priveleges of the capitalist class. Today, the spectre of revol-
utionary struggle is haunting the whole of Southern Europe. While
Portugal is the storm-centre, Spain, Italy and France could be
drawn in at any moment: a broad workers vanguard, of young militant
workers who have not experienced tI*~ defeats and disappointments of
their parents, has come into existence. The struggles of these
vanguard workers have gone outside the control of the old bureaucratic
leaders of the working class movement, reviving forms of struggle
like factory occupations, flying pickets, violent clashes with the
forces of "law and order". Once again, for the first time since the
efeat of tho Ictlieon, Freach ard Greek workers in the 1940's revélutior
is on *he me:ch in Europe. The militants of the revolutionary left
in Europe now number in tens of thousands.

In order to be able to understand how all this has happened, it is
necessary to look at the change in the world situation which occured
in 1968.

7

| L,f,s

T ICHTLY NEWS JooRNAL OF THE TOURTH
?';OTKC’EENgT/o L FfeobL\)}ceb IN Fouk ILANGUAGES

—SOBS + INDIVIDUAL CoPIES AVAILARLE TROM [IMQ




WHILE “THE
KEVOLUTION. IS
VICTORIOUS N |
INDOCHINA....

AT B 0 et Sl




The 1968 the ruling classes of the world got a nasty shock.

In February, the National Liberation Front in Vietnam launched
a major offensive, which led to street fighting in Saigon

and the take-over of the American embassy by Communist
insurdents. During April, there was a massive upsurge amongst
German youth, following the attempted assassination of the
Berlin student leader, Rudi Dutschke. In May-June 1968 there
was a general strike of 10 million workers in France, which
threatened to lead to a revolutionary situation: this general
strike was accompanied by factory occupations on a massive
scale. Later, in the autumn of 1968, the invasion of Czechos-
lovakia organised by the Russian bureaucracy, was met with
resistance by both workers and students in this country. Even in
Britain, in October, 100,000 people demonstrated in support of
the Vietnamese revolution.

1968 marked a change in the world situation - revolution was on
the rise. But of all these events, undoubtedly the most
remarkable and significant was the upsurge amongst the French
workers. This upsurge came as a huge shock for those workers who
said that the working class no longer had any revolutionary .
potential, or had become “integrated" into capitalist society.
Despite the fact that the initial events in Paris were sparked off
by students, during the "Night of the barricades", the events
eventually involved ten million workers - occupying their
factories, hoisting the red flag, marching on huge demonstrations
and demranding an end to Gaullism and its replacement by a

popular government. After twenty years of relative social peace,
the working class exploded onto the European political scene as
a revolutionary force. _ ;

But 1968 was just a beginning. Since then, there has been a steep
rise in workers struggles all over Europe ~ starting with the
Italian "hot autumn® of 1969, which involved 11 million

workers going on strike. But Europe is only one region in

which revolutionary struggle has been on the rise. The deafeat of
Portuguese imperialism in Africa, and the victories of the
revolutionary movements in Indochina are ample evidence of this.

What is the explanation of the intensity of the growth of revol-
utionary struggle on a world scale? The answer is very simple:
since the late 1960's the world capitalist system has gone into
deep crisis. The present econdimictrisis shows very clearly that
capitalism is a system of anarchy and waste,which is inapable of
meeting even the most basic needs of millions of world. Despite
the growth of knowledge and technology, the capitalist system is
incapable of preventing the growth of widespread famine, which haunts
the underdeveloped world like a lagacy from the dark ages. In this
situation the poor and the oppressed are beginning to fight back.
Increasing numbers of workers in the advanced capitalist countries

are beqginnir~ - rdaslise thay ares nct 1ivina 38 the 1.1 of
planty bLur Lo . SR S SE e sifiaticny . .6e erogion
of demuiiativ iglivs voe - and many are starting to look for

splutions to all these problems.

The situation in the world tgday therefore presents a sombre
picture. Starvation goes hand-in-hand with extremes of wealth; the
development of the most advanced scientific theories takes place

at the same time as the widespread acceptance of the most

primitive beliefs~ racism, nationalism, religion and so on; the
advanced technology which has been developed over the past



thirty vears is used to construct bigger and more destructive
weapons, rather than being used to solve the problems of humanity;
and all the capitalist governments of the world are unable to
control the workings on their own economies - they stand helpless
before the catastophe which is overtaking their ecomomic system,

The IMG believes that the alternative to this insane. situation

is a world-wide system of socialist planning. We believe that
humanity has the means at its disposal to solve its problems, which
cannot be solved by charities and other well-meaning bodies, but

only by a fundametal re-organisation of society. This cannot however
be acheived by merely wishing for it. The ruling classes of the world
will not give up their power and their privileges without a struggle;
indeed, they will go to any lengths to hold onto their power. We
have to organise to defeat them, so that we can open up a new chapter
in the historical progress of mankind. i

 MARXISM - THE ONITY OF THEORY + TRACTICE

The theory of Marxism gives us a way of understanding all the
contradictory develooments in the world, and shows how an under-
~standing of the world can be used to change it. Marx showed how

the history of various types of class society - slave socie*:
feudalism, capitalism ~ in which the ruling class exploiting the various
‘subject classes. Marx, showed, in his work “"Capital”, how the .
capitalist class exploited the proletariat -~ the industrial working
class. He also showed how in every class society a class struggle
takes place, in which the various classes fight to dominate society.
But no ruling class @ver gives up power without a struggle; it can
only be dispossessed through a soCial revolution. Thus the capitalist
class carried out' their own revolution to establish their own rule =~
the English revolution of 1549, flarxism is not a closed system:

it is an open-ended theory, which is capable of integrating new
findings on the basis of experience and practice. That is what
Marxists meéan when they talk about the "unity of theory and practice".
Marxist political practice is a practice based on theory. Marx's
theory of capitalist society was developed and expanded by Lenin,
Luxenburg and others, who formulated the strategy and tactics of the
revolutionary party. Marxism therefore analyses the development of
society from the point of view of the working ciass. It is above

all a guide to action, a theory of how to transform the world. . It

is the indispensible weapon for the working class to achieve political
power. 1

TROTSKYISM

On a world scale there are a number of different currents which

claim to be revolutionary or Marxist. What then is different about the
the Trotskyists? Why does the I.M.G. call itself a Trotskyist
organisation?

Obviously the name "Trotskyist" is derived from Leon Trotsky, one of the

lecaders of the Russian revolution Trotsky became ‘convific
ac] v 2 ed th 3
revolution had degenerated, and that a po%erful bureuacracy nagt he

usurped political power. He argued that the official Communist
parties had become counter-revolutionary, and no longer represented
the real interests of the working class. He argued for the
necessity to build new Communist parties.
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So when the IMG says it is Trotskyist, we are merely saying that
we are Communists - but Communists who stand in the tradition of
Harx and Lenin, not the tradition of Stalin and the bureaucratic
leaders in the Kremlin. What do the Trotskyists stand for?

1. THE REVOLUTIONARY ROAD TO SOCIALTSH AND WORKERS POWER

The overwhelming evidence of history is that it is impossible to
acheive socialism through parliament or the ballot box. The ruling
class of every country is quite prepared to break its own laws,

if it thinks that its interests are threatened. Thus in Greece in
1567, the generals took power only two weeks before the elections -
which they thought that the left would win. 1In Chile, in September
1973, the military junta overtnrew the elected Allende government,
which they thought was incapable of defending the interests of the
rich. These eévents show that the state apparatus - the police, army,
bureaucracy, are not “neutral”, to be used by either side. On the
contrary, they exist to serve the interests of the ruling class.
The bourgeois state a gr@tus cannot be captured by the workers -
it must be smashed: andgrepluced with a workers state.

Only the working class and the other oppressed sections of society

can make a revolution. WNobody can legislate a revolution from
parliament; it requires the self~activity, self-organisation and

the mass struggle of the working class itself.™ This struggle must
lead to the working class constructing its own institutions of power -
the apparatus of a Workers state. For the IMG this means a state base
on democratically elected workers councils; elected directly from

the places where workers live and work, with delegates subject to
instant recall by the people they represent. Workers power means a
system of direct, participatory democracy which will be a thousand
times more democratic than the parliamentary system, which enables -
workers to choose which of two capitalist parties will oppress them
for the next five years!

The fact that we do not believe in the parliamentary road to

socialism does not mean that we are against having revolutionary
M.P.'s elected. If IMG members were elected to parliament, they

would use the platform which this gave them to denounce parliament
itself. During 1974 the IMG stood several parliamentary candidates in
order to denounce the electoral farce, and argue for the development
of cthe mass struggle. So long as the masses believe in parliamentary
democracy, we cannot simply ignore it. We try vigorously participate
in it to break it up and destroy it

2. FOR THE POLITICAL REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA AND THE OTHER "COMMUNIST"
COUNTRIES.

R

In this book "The Revol¥ion Betrayed", Trotsky argued that because

of the backwardness and isolation of Russia, and because of the

virtual destruction of the most politically conscious sections of

the working class during the Civil War, the revolution had degenerated
and political power had been upsurped by an all-powerful bureaucracy.
The supreme political representative of the new bureaucracy was Stalin,
who conducted massive purges against oppositionists and liquidated

the old leaders of Lenin's Bolshevik party. 1In the Soviet Union there
is no semblance of socialist democracy. The dead hand of the
bureaucracy reaches into every aspect of life. Anyone who deviates

from the latest party line is liable to be persecuted. This has led
many people in Russia and other East European countries to become cynica
about socialism. And one of the reasons why “Communism" was for so

long such a dirty word in the West, was precisely because so many people
equated it with the regime in Russia. The IHG says: the only way to
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regenerate Russian social, economic and political life is to overthrow
the domination of the bureaucracy.

The solgan of the heroic Hungarian workers rising of 1956 -~ for
workers councils! - must be raised again in all the East European
countries. In order to help achieve this, the Fourth International
is building clandestine revolutionary organisations in all the East
European counties.

while the Soviet bureaucracy oppregses the working class in its own
country, it shows less and less enthusiasm for the revolution inter-
nationally, proclaiming a policy of "peaceful coexistence”. The IMG
says: there can be no peaceful co-existence with capitalism: The
strategy of peaceful coexistence, within which the soviat bureaucracy
judges everything from the point of view of its own narrow interests,
shows the profoundly conservative nature of the Soviet bureaucracy. The
soviet bureaucracy, desperate to retain its power and its priveleges,
is afraid of the self-~activity of the working class both in Russia and
internationally. They fear that an upsurge anywhere in the world
threatens to disturb the political passivity of the Soviet masses -
which is the very cornerstone of the bureaucracy's power. Hence the
stony silence from Moscow when the Vietcong entered Saigon - they
looked at it not from the point of view of the international working
class movement, but from the point of view of whethor this would
damage their relations with the United States. And hence also the
hysterical hostility to the May '68 upsurge in Francc.

The IMG, despite its differences with the official Communist parties,
and its position in favour of political revolution in the Eastern bloc,
nevertheless defends Russia and the other workers states against
imperialism. Despite their bureaucratic deformation, these societies
have abolished generalised commodity production - that is to say, by
virtue of the socialised nature of the economy and genuine national
planning, these societies are no longer capitalist. It is the non-
capitalist nature of these states which the IMG defcuds.

3. THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN THE THIRD WORID: PERMANENT REVOLUTION

Wle referred earlier to the plight of the peoples of the "third-world" -
the colonial countries. Trotsky, in his theory cf “"pecrmanent revolution
showed how capitalism was incapable of solving even the most basic
problems of these people. To take any steps in the third world

towards the development of the eccnomy, and the baginnings of 5
industrialisation, it is necessary to carry out & number of basic

steps. First it is necessary to solve the land problem - the
destruction of the large estates and the parasitic landlords, demanding
a huge tribute from the poor peasants. Second, it is necessary to
create a genuine national market for foodstuffs and other necessities,
and thirdly it is vital to create genuine national national independence
- a complete break from imperialism in order to stop the debilitating
effects of tying the economies of these countries to the needs of the
imperialist bourgoisie. It is impossible to carry out these tasks
without breaking with all the local vassals and servants of imperialism,
that is to say, without making a socialist revoliution. As Che Guevara
said: either the revolution in the third world will be a socialist
revolution, or it will be a charicature of revolutica. The IMG

rejects the stages theory of revolution: the expericnce in Indochina
shows conretely that the notion of a "democratic, anti-imperialist,
bourgeois"” stage of the revolution is a myth. The national

bourgeoisie in the underveloped countries is completely tied to the
interests of imperialism and has no progressive role to play.




The Fourth International therefore believes that it is impossible to
have a strategic alliance with the national bourcgeoisie against
imperialism: on the contrary, the only possible alliance is the
alliance of the WORKING CLASS AND POOR PEASANTRY against imperialism
and the national bourgeoisie. The national bourgeoisie, a historically
bankrupt class completely tied to the coat-tails of imperialism, has

no progressive role to play! The only countries which have been able
to go forward are those which have dealt with their own “national
bourgeoisie” in the course of dealing with imperialism - that is to

say those counties in which a soclialist revolution has taken place.

4, THE BUILDING OF A MASS REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONAL

No revolutionary struggle is purely "national” in scope. Every struggle
has implications for, and affects, every other. This can easily be seen
when we consider the effect of the Vietnamese struggle on the
development on the revolutionary movement in the advanced capitalist
West. The most effective way to link these struggles, to generalise
their experiences, and to consciously generate international
revolutionary action, is to build a mass revolutionary International.
This is the project which the Fourth International has set itself.

Mass revolutionary parties as part of an International would involve
tens of thousands of members. The organisations of the Fourth
International are at best only organisations numbered in thousands;

they are only the nuclei of the mass parties of the future. Neverthe-
less, we think it is important to begin internationally from the
beginning. This enables us to develop our analysis on the basis of
international experience; it enables us to develop, co-ordinate and
centralise our work on an international basis. It means that we can
make a real contribution to the development of the revolutionary
movement in other parts of the world. In Britain, the ideology of
nationalism is particularly strong, even on the political left. The

IMG fights to create a real internationalist current in the workers

| EEREeRn e OF THE (MG

The role of a revolutionary organisation is to champion all the

struggles of the oppressed, and to try to transform these struggles,

so as to make them consciously anti-capitalist. But despite the fact
that we support every struggle of the exploited and oppressed, it remains
true that the main force for transforming society is the industrial
working class.

REVOLUTIONARIES AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The industrial working class has constructed powerful organisations

both trade unions and political parties. The unions are essentially
defensive organisations. despite some very limited and partial
exceptions, the essential role of the unions is to improve the lot of the
working class within the capitalist system. It is quite possible to

be a very militant trade unionist, to fight for better wages and cond-
itions, without being oppased to the capitalist system at all. Lenin,

in his very important pamphlet "What is to be Done?", argues that if trade
union consciousness does not go beyond attempting to get more within the
framework of the system, then it is a form of bourgeois consciousness.

To develop a revolutionary movement it is necessary to develop
revolutionary political consciousness. Although trade union conscious-
ness can develop spontaneously, revolutionary political consciousness
cannot. It has to be consciously fought for by a revolutionary
organisation.




Although the trade unions cannot substitute for a political
party, the reverse is also true. The best form of defense for
the working class is to have all-inclusive organisations to
defend its basic interests. That's why the INMG stands for 100%
trade unionism. A revolutionary organisation however cannot

be all-inclusive. It consists of the most politically advanced
and conscious workers and intellectuals. In order to be abhle to
carry out the political line of a revolutionary organisation,
the membership must be able to argue and fight for it. This means
that a revolutionary organisation has to recruit selectively,
ensuring that all members understand its programmatic positions.

The IMG works inside the trade unions to advance the struggles of
the working class, and through that process to win workers to
revolutionary positions. One of the biggest obstacles to the
fight for revolutionary policies is the existence of the trade
union bureaucracy. Many unions have completely undemocratic:
constitutions; and most put a great deal of power in the hands

of full-time officials. The trade union bureaucracy represents'j
a layer which has been freed from full-time work, and enjoys'a
relatively priveleged position within the working class. The role
of the bureaucracy is to mediate between the union membership and
the employers. Often conflict develops between the bureaucracy
and the union members. The IMG stands for: trade union democracy,
The election of all full-time officials; no full-time official

to receive more than the average industrial wage; all elected
officials to be subject to instant recall. We stand for the
democratic organisation of strikes and all other struggles; for
elected strike committees and occupation committees, responsible
to regular mass meetings of all those involved in the struggle!

THE TOLITICAL PARTIES OF THE WORKING CLASS

In most advanced countries there are two sorts of political
parties within the working class. First, the social-democratic
parties, like the British Labouf Party. Many of these parties
never started out as socialist parties; today they are all
reformist to the coére. Whilst sometimes talking about socialism
the real role of these parties is to prop up and defend capitalism.
The fact that these parties ¢generally have a mass following makes
them very useful to the bourgeoisie. Time after time they are
used to save the capitalist system from awkward situations. As
Trotsky said, the role of the social democrats is to deal with
the working class by giving it regular doses of chloroform. We
believe that in the last analysis these parties are tied to the
bourgeoisie in their own countries.

The other major parties of the working class are the pro-Moscow
Communist parties, which the IMG characterises as Stalinist. The
Stalinist parties carry out a similar role to that of the

social democrats, only with a rather more "left® rhetoric. 1In
some countries, such as Italy, the Stalinist parties have become
virtually indistinguishable in their policies from the social
democrats. The degeneration of the international Communist
movement was a function both of the severe defeats suffered by
the revolutionary movement between the two world wars, and the
degeneration of the major party of the Communist: Internatlonal--

the Russian party

The IMG fights to defeat the political influence of all reformist




parties inside the working class. However, workers will not
loose their confidence in the reformist mis-leaders of the
working class outside of their own experience. As the class
struggle intensifies it is quite possible that all left-wing
organisations will grow. The important thing for the IMG is

to develop sufficient implantation in the working class so that
its political line can be tested in practise, against the line of
the reformist organisations., Of one thing we can be sure: if the
working class is not won at some future stage from the reformist
organisations, then the future is one of betrayal and defeat.

We have only to look at what the failure of the reformist
strategy of the Chilean social democrats and Stalinists led to,
to understand the possible consequences of failing to win the
working class from reformism.

THE LABOUR PARTY

The labour Party has always been a party of class collaboration.
It was not until 1918 that the Labour Party adopnted in its
constitution the aim of the re-distribution of wealth and the
socialisation of the economy (the famous "clause four”):" 'But
today, the aims of 1913, which never meant much anyway, are a
completely dead letter. The Labour Party is one of the
bourgeoisié's "natural parties of government": politically it

is bourgeois through and through. Thus, politically, we cannot
characterise tne Labour Party as a workers party. However, it
remains true that the larce majority of the individual and
affiliated members of the Labour Party are working class.' The
loyalty of the overwhelming majority of the working class, in
terms of electoral support, is to the Labour Party. There

thus exists a major comtradiction between the bourgeois politics
of the party and its working class base. The contradiction
cannot be exploited by revolutionaries be merely making demands
on the Labour leaders, and thus hoping that they will somehow
be "exposed". The mass of workers will only break from the Labour
Party through their experience in strugqle.

Nonetheless, revolutionaries demand of all parties of the
working class that they break politically with the bourgeoisie.
The IMG will continue to push through this demand concretely,
fighting for base of the Labour Party to break with the
bankrupt policies of the leadership. The instrument for carrying
out this task is the formation of united front bodies to fight
against individual policies of the leadership =~ for example,
Ireland, theEEC etc. - in the future possibly incomes policy.
The IMG tries to systematically involve Labour Party members and
organisations in its initiatives and campaigns, to go through

an experience of struggle with them, and on this basis to show
them the bankrupt nature of the policies of the leadership.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The British Communist Party is the battered and pathetic remanant
‘'of what was once a revolutionary party. Founded as the result
of the fusion of a number of socialist sects, it was always weak
theoretically - reflecting the insularity and weak political
roots of Marxism in Britain. DBecause of its opolitical weakness,
the British party was one of the parties which succumbed most
easily to the degeneration and Stalinisation of the Communist
International. Once this process was comblete, the British -

CP became one of the most loyal and abject mouthpieces of '~
international Stalinism. The British CP is the party which
supported the Moscow trials and the purges, the party which



supported the theory of the “Trotsky-Fascists", the party which
covered up for the betrayal of the Spanish revelution by Moscow,

the party which supported the second imperialist war, the party which
played an active strike~breaking role duiring the second world war
and after, the party which supported the invasion of Hungary and

the butchery of the heroic workers uprising in that country in 1556.
This history of this party is a filthy history of class betrayal and
apology for Stalinism: its failure to. gain any significant support in
the working class over fifty years.is eloquent testimony to that way
in which it has dragged the good name of Communism through the
mud. In its phase of senile decay, since the adoption of the
"British Road to Socialism”, the CP has tied itself to the coat-—
tails of left-reformism, more and more taking on the palitical
colouration of its social democratic allies. It now proclaims the
"peaceful, parliamentary road to socialism”, in flat contradiction
to the. Leninist .thegory of the state. In order to carry out this
operation, it has tried to distance itself from Moscow - especially
after the disastrous effects of Hungary on party membership. .
Nonetheless, the CP remains opposed to those who are fighting for
socialist democracy in the workers states. The IMG stands for the
political defeat of this party, which has nothing to offer the
British working class.

THE REVOLUTTONARY LEFT

There are a number of different organisations of the revolutionary
left in Britain, and it is impossible to discuss them all here. The
most important, apart from the IMG, are the International Socialists
and the Workers Revolutionary Party (WRP). The WRP, despite its
claim to be Trotskyist, combines an increasingly rightward drift with
an intense sectarianism. Its right-propagandism and abstention

- from many important struggles (Ireland, Anti-~racism, women's
oppression) make this organisation a useless instrument for revol-
utipnary struggle. Revclutionary practice, in 1975, cannot’ be
reduced to the rituaiistic seiling of a daily paper, combined with
yearly rallies at the Empire Pool! :

The largest organisation of the revolutionary left is the
International Socialists (IS). IS is a classic centrist organisation.
It's approach to politics is one which systematically capitulates

to bourgeois ideology in the working class, pushing to the

background "awkward” questions-like women's oppression and Ireland.

In their own "Rank and File" movenent, they have tried to restrict
trade unionists under their influenia to purely trade union

questions. At the :larch 1974 conference of "Rank and File" they
ensured the defeat of a resolution which sought to get the demands
for equality for women and a fight against racism written into

the programme of "R and F", on the grounds that these demands were
“too advanced!" They have failed to fight for a programme of
transitional demands, preferring instead the classical reformist
approach of immediate demands, coupled with propaganda and demagogy
about socialism. All this adds up to a tail-endist approach in

the working class, which is coupled to a growing sectarianism. Despit
this, there arc many able and dedicated militants inside 18,

drawn to the organisation bu their disgust for the antics of

the Labour and Communist Parties. We say to these comrades: fight
inside your organisation for a return to Trotskyism, to the theory

of permanent revolution, to the transitional programme! ( Come

back to Trotskyism, come back to the Fourth International!) — PAINT THIS o

THE TRANSITIONA L FROGRAMME

The working class, in its trade union struggles, spontaneously
formulates immediate demands which are within the framework of the




system. Demands for a shorter working day, or for most more money, arc
not in themselves revolutionary. For the reformists, the way they deal
with this situation is simply to champion demands within the framework

of the system, while holding out socialism as a far-off paradise. But for
them, the immediate struggle and the long-term goal are in no way Ll 1
connected.

The IMG intervenes in the day-to~day struggles of the working class

in order to try to make them consciously anti-capitalist. We do

this by introducing into them transitional demands, which start from
the immediate needs and concerns of the working class, and onthe basis
of these concerns and experiences show how the struggle can be posed as
part of the struggle against capitalism jitself. A good example of this
approach is the demand for a sliding scale of wages - an automatic
increase in wages as prices go up. This demand introduces into the
struggle that workers are not to blame for higher prices and should be
automatically compensated for them. By introducing the guestions of
responsibility for higher prices,this demand raises the whole question
of the rature of the capitalist system. Transitional demands, by posing
concrete solution to the problems of the working class, point the way
to an overall socialist solution. A programme of transitional

demands cannot be granted by the capitalist system, because although
many of the demands - such as the sliding scale of wages - appear
perfectly reasonable to many workers - they imply a compiete change in
the way that the system works.

A programme of transitional demands -~ a transitional pragramme - is

a revolutionary programme. But instead of merely spelling out the
wonders of socialism, the transitional programme starts from the day-~
to~day probl ems of the workers, and shows how these problems can only
be finally resolved by a socialist solution. :

PARTIAL AND DEMOCRATIC DEMANDS

Despite the method and approach of the transitional programme,: it is
incumbent on revolutionaries to support all democratic and partial
demands. ‘When workers demand an extra £5 a week, this is not of course

a revolutionary demand, but in that it materially benefits the workihg
class, and the struggle for this goal helps develop the fighting strength
of the working class, then revolutionaries give such demands unconditional
support.  Similarly, when demands are put forward for the carrying out

of democratic rights, such as the right to demonstrate, for free selling
of papers and holding of public meetings, even the rightto vote for 18
year olds, then we give such demands absolute support. But in doing

80, we are not supporting bourgeois~democracy as such, but defending the
elements of proletarian democracy which already exist within the frame-
work of capitalism. Thus the defence of democratic rights, is in no

way the same as the defence of bourgeois=democratic institutions.

THE UNITED FRONT

The IMG stands for the greatest possible unity in the trade union and
gsocialist movement. But we are not for unity for sentimental reasons
but because a united struggle is the nost effective form of struggle.

On the other hand, there is no point in having unity if it means cap-
itulating to the reformist or centrist politics of our opponents. The
IMG therefore fights for the right of all tendencies within the Labour
movement to participate in political struggles; but within the united
front to be able to present their own analysis and political peositions.
Unlike some"revolutionary” organisations which never participate in any
antivity except their own, the IMG is involved in a wide variety of united
political campaigns - the Troops Out Movement, anti-fascist committees -
and many 0. ¥grf%g2t for all struggles og the working class to bo

generalised,



full weight of the trade union and socialist movement to be
brought go the aid of militant sections in struggle. The
magnificent solidarity shown by the rest of the Labour movement
during the two miners' strikes and the support shown the miners by
vstudents and others =~ was exerplary, and was dmportant in helping to
win these struggles. During individual working class struggles,; we
fight for trade uniionists and others to provide material support

in terms of finance, pickets, solidarity committees, and where
appropriate, solidarity strikes. In all these joint campaigns we
fight for no exclusions, for democratic rights of participation to '
be extended to every organisation of the socialist and trade union

- movenent.

WORKERS CONTROL

The TIHMG fights for workers®’ control of production. Workers self-
management, the full management of everv aspect of production, is
only possible within the framework of democratic planning - that
is to say in a workers state. Workers control is something
iifferent. By workers control, we mean the fight to assert the
rght of the working class to control the way in which production
is organised at the level of the factory, even under capitalism.
The first aspects of t his struggle are the demands for full
information ahout management finances and plans - for the opening
of the books!, - without which the workers carnot determine what
is in their best interests. Moreover, we fight in the first
instance for the right of workers veto, over hiring and firing,
over management movement of men and machines, over the speed of
production, over the organisation of the factory in general. In
this way the workforce can effectively defend its immediate
interests under capitalism, and through this process gain the t
knowledge and experience necessary for workers self-management fd
of- the eccnomy. Py Gl S £ TN e /,:?' . i M
THE I?EVOLUTIONHRY [BRTY
The revolutionary party is the indispensible weapon of the working
clags in taking power. A revolutionary party has to be a mass party.
with deep roots in the working class. Such a varty would make LR
all progressive demands its own, and support the movements and
demands of all oppressed layers. The IMC seeks to build a
democratic centralist party, in which there is full freedom of
discussion, democratic decision making, but unity in action. The
revolutionary party must be the nemory of :hic woxiking clags. The
working class internationally has a long history of revolutionary
struggles. It has engaged in numerous struggles of a revolutionary
type, and employed numerous different tactics to persue its aims.
It is the task of the revolutionary party to codify and analyse all
these experiences, and draw out the lessons in order that they
can be applied to the current struggles of the working class. The
party must also act as the gentraliser of the experiences of the
class. Consciousness in the working class is very uneven, and the
struggles of the working class do not develop in an even way. The-
-task of the revolutionary party is to fight to overcome this- A
unevenness, generalising the experiences of the class, introducing
more militant forms of struggle into more backward areas and SO On.
Without the hammering intervention of the revolutionary organisation
the struggles of the working class will remain uneven, fragmented
and disunited. The IMG considers itself to be one of the nuclei of
the future revolutionary party, but we are convinced that such a
party will be formed essentially on our programme. Whilst the IMG
is absolutely in favour of overcoming the framentation of the
revolutionary left, this cannot be done merely by uniting all the
different organisations, regardless of differences of programme ,




nethod and approach. Such a move would be the prelude to a new split

& bad and premature experience of unity on the revolutionary left would
put an end to prospects for unity once and for all. The I.M.G. there-
fore favours the maximum possible discussion and del ate with other -
ozganisations of the revolutionary left, and of course, we always try to
achieve the maximum possible unity in action around our campaigns

and initiatives. Hiff”NST CARPITALIST EXx F“L_OFTF]'WOM s
THE SociALISM THAT WE WANT

The capitalist system has always been a system of exploitation and
inhumanity, based on the wealth of the few, and the exploitation and
miseryrof the millions. The exploitation and oppression of capitalism
express itself in many different ways.

AGAINST IMPERIALISM -for the right of nations to self determination

Capitalism is based not only on the exploitation of the industrial
working class in the advanced capitalist countries, but also on the
SUPER-EXPLOITATION of the workers and peasants of the third world.
The IMG supports all struggles of the toiling masses in the colonial
end semi-colonial countries against imperialism; that means, full
Jggpgrt o all national liberation movements. The Fourth Internntlonal
ghts within national liberation movements to turn them from

par ly nationalist aims, to fighting for the socialist revolutiocon
Vo stand for a world wide ferderation of socialist republics in which
thie rich nations will help to rapidly industrialise the poor. This can
eitly be done on the basis of a world plan for socialist economic
devlopment. The only way forward for the peoples of the third world

3 khe "oc¢alist revolution and the end to the exploitation by another!

Tha world's oldest imperial power is Britain. With its empire gradually
viilttles away, Britain gradually turned towards neo-colonial fcrns

cf exploitation, investing huge sums of capital abroad, especially
belween the beginning of the century and the first world war. Britain's
Oidest colony is Ireland. 1In the early 1920's Britain imposed
partition on Ireland, continuing to dominate the South (ironicaliv
called the "free state”) economically, while excersising direct
political control on the North through the Orange ascendancy and the
union with Britain. 1In this way Britain stemmed the revolutionary
dynawic of the Irish struggle, frustrating the demand for national

un’lty and independence, and reinforcing sectarianism. This neat
golution has come up against the very sectarian nature of the six
country statelet. The on-going struggle of the nationalist population
in the North for civil inevitably raised the whole question of
national re”-unification: sectarianism and national oppression is built
into the very nature of the six countries. ;

Ireiand will only be finally free from British domination when a

united Ireland breaks the economic domination of British Capital :

this can only be acheived through the establishment of a 32- countfy
woikers republic. Thias is what the Fourth International and its Irish
secticn (the Revolutionary Marxist Group) fights for. However, within
that context, the struggle of the Orange bloc is absolutely progke391VL,
‘e IMCG therefore gives unconditional support to all those militants and
ocrganisations fighting against British imperialism and the Orange bloc,
no natter what secondary difference "we may have them".



The ING demands: British troops out of Ireland!
Self~determination for the Irish people! To fight for these demands, -
and to take them into the working class movement, the IMG supports
the building of the Troops Out Movement. ;

FOR THE DEFEAT OF RACISHM ~ FOR HUMAN EQUALITY

The ideology of racism and the inequality of races stems from the
history of imperialism, from hundreds of vears of oppression of

the black races of the world by the Furopean races. A pre-condition
for the defeat of racism is the defeat of the whole imperialist
system. But the defeat of racism will require a conscious ideological
struggle against all forms of racist ideology. We shall follow the
example of Cuba = the country in which racsim has been most
systematically uprooted. A workers state will not allow frecedom of
expression for racist ideas and propaganda. - The cancer of racism
will be fought, to quote Malcolm X, by any means necessary. The IMG
fights against all forms of racism; we are Ffor theo right of black
people to organise separately to fight for their own interests and
self defence. We stand for an enéd to the super-exploitation of
immigrant workers, for the right for all workers to travel freely
without interference, with full rights in the country in which they
work. We fight against all fascist and racist organisations, and
especially against all racist ideas in the Labour movement itself.

AGAINST SEXISM - fof the liberation of women, for an end to the
oppression of gay people; for the liberation of human sexuality!

Engels once s.id that the sexual division of labour constituted a

“world historic defeat for the female sex”. This defeat is perpetuated
by capitalism, via the continuation and consolidation of the nuclear
family. The oppression of women is expressed in numerous overt and
covert ways, which add up to considering the female sex as a sort of
extended support system for men,who carry out all the meaningful

and "important® activity themselves. The oppression of women further
distorts all relatiocns between the sexes in a tragic way: both male

and female sexuality is mutilated. The ending of the oppression of women

is thus a pre-condition for the liberation of humanity as a whole.
Capitalism is totally incapable of acheiving this; the liberation of
women is a revolutionary task, which is inter-twined with the struggle
for socialism. But we do not think that a socialist revolution will
automatically liberate women, destroy the nuclear family and create
spontaneous and equal relations between the sexes. This requires a
conscious struggle and the self-organisation of women; it will take

a long struggle, both before and after the socialist revolution, to
finally up~root hundreds of years of the sexual division of labour. We
are therefore in favour of the building of an autonomous women's
liberation movement - the precise relationship of which to the
revolutionary party cannot be specified in advance, but which must

be autonomous enough to formulate, express and fight for the specific
interests and demands of women.

The nuclear family and rigid conceptions of sexual "norma .1ity" have
created an attitude to homosexuality which is little further
advanced than the middle ages' conception of witchcraft. We reject
the conception that human sexuality is universally heterosexual: the
- development of human society will see a flowering of different forms
of sexual and familial relationships which cannot be determined in
advance. Within capitalist society we fight for: an end to the
oppression of gay people, for the right of all sexual minorities to
express their sexuality ! For an end to the sexual oppression of
young peonle and school students!



The IMG fights for equal pay for worten: equal oppostunity in education
and job training; {rée abortion and contraception ca demond ; and

end to discriminatory practices in all f£ields of scocial 1life; fox
twenty~rour nuarseries under community couotrxol; for {he self crganisa-
tion of wowen to fight for these demands!

AGAINSYT THE EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKERS Q¥ THE ADVANCED COUNTRIES

For socialist republics based on workers | sclfumanaggyeg_'_“_h_WM“H

The working class in the advanced copitelist countries is eminently
capable of running society for itself on the basis of o sysiem of
workers democracy. We are for workers contrcl of y sductiocn,
leading to a gystem of workers seli-monagaaent. In this struggle
we fighi for the nationaligatlon of industry under workers contiol,
with no compengation, lezding to a system of workere seld
management. In thig stiuggle we fignt for the naticnalisation of
industry undev workers control, with 2o compansaticn for the
bourgeois ovmers! We fight for an end to the farce of bourgoois
democracy and in favour of workers deomouracy - the de:incracy of
workers c¢ouncils vhich are federated on a local and national ceoale.
We are against the sham of bcurgecis claszs justice, which under the
guise of "eguality before the law” pfo;ectn the intexrects of t

rich and the powecrful. We are f£or an end to the police and ithe
standing arr: for a workers miiitia ! All thiz adds up to the
creation of a workers state. Such a state would strugele for a
rapid increese in technonlogy and preductive wealth, fer the
shortening of the working day and an escalating increase ‘n leisure

tine ‘for all workers. A society xun on the basis oL m ofitahility

has shown itgelf incapabie of systematically apply the most?

advanced techaslogy o the prcductive pi dilctive procecss. A democral
£ s} lx way Lo change

ically~centralised national eccnomic plan is the on
this situation. ©BSuch an economy would rid itself nf +the unnccessary
production and £alse necds crea’ed by the .up_iul;hu adivertising
machines. Let {12 workers themselves determine the economic
prioritiecs of society!

Lenin..cace zaid that communism was “"e.:¢trificatiof plus sc leks®.

Ever in Rugsia in the ninetesn twenties this wag an ovars

-]

slmplislication. At the rxisk of cover-simplifyving again we d say
that' the rodialism we ant is AUTOMATION PLUS WOIKERS COLNCILS.
Humanity can only be free wihen A1l unnoc ~sexry wwork hac been

ab ' shed, when the euduomy is completely eutomated.  In +this
situation all human labour will be "rne;ive labouyr, which is nothing

other than the self-realisction of the individual and socice 'ty as a
whole. IXn this sityu tion the L criers between manusl and intallec*nai
labour, between work and lcisure, between work and =r& , can be
broken cdown. Such a society will ke a gociety of humsn sclidarity
and cc 9peration, in which the good of socicty coincidec with the
good of the individual. Only the socialist movement offors this
future: - the capitalist system is incapable of providing it.

SOCIALISM OR BARBARRISM

The victory of socialism and the Communist future of mankind is
not at 211 inevitable. It is quite possible for man to regress ac
well as to srogress. The fact the humanity ncw: poscesses tha neans
to complaetely destroy all human civilicaticr ies a dramatic
demonstyration:of the possibility that sccidliem will not be acheived.
But egqually, the presant wor.d econoinic crisis shows tihne absolute
necessity for putting an end to capitalisa once and for «ll,

The working class has not suffered any dec is“v deafeats since the
second world war. The defeats which have taken place - in Chile

and Inderesia for example ~ have taken place aqcﬁn t the backeloth
of the massive rice of workers struggles in Eurove and the victoriae




of the zevolutions in China, Cuba and Indochina..For capitalism to
stabilise itself. for another period would mean inflicting some

decicive deafeats on the working class in Eurone, Japan and the USA

the stongest and most self-~confident working classes in wopldy: To
inflict these defeats implies decisive confrontations of civil war
proportions, in which the trade unions and other workers organisations
will be smashed. Such a devlopment is extremely unlikely without a whole
seriec of capitalist victories in the struggles ahead. ' :

“rotsky's phrase, that the world was rotton ripe for socialism, has
never been more true. But it remains the case that in order to win,
the world working class to construct revolutionary parties of the’
Leninist type. It is not enough to be in favour of socialism - it

is ncecessary Lo organise to fight for it. The ruling classes of the
world are already organised: they have their police forces, their

goon squads and their armies. They have their “counter - insurgency"
networks, their experts in torture, and their political police.

Thoy have immense financial and other resources. Our enemy is very
strong. All over the world the political, economic and social
resources of the bourgeoisie are being shored-up with a perfected
counter-revolutionary apparatus - and to this apparatus they are not
alfrald of applying the most sophisticated technology. Even in Britain,
az The azomples of the counter-insurgency "experts” Kitson and . -
Ciatterbuck shows, various sections of the bourgeoisie are considering
th2 pessibility that it will be necessary to violently repress the
working class., The revolutionaries do not have all the time in the
world and neither does the working class. The building of the
revoluticnary party, -as a section of the Fourth International, is on the
order of the day. For it remains true that the overwhelming majority
of mankind Lave nothing to lose but their chains: they have a vworld to

THEMES OF STRUGGLE For ThE
FIGHT-BACK AGAINST THE CAPITALIST OFFENSIVE

Threughout this pamphlet we have tried to give an outline of the
general political analysis of the IMG. However, starting with
todey's conditions and today's consciousness, the IMG advances the
following {* -, of struggle, on which we fight .for unity ‘throvghout
‘ha Labour movenent, to meet the crisis, to begin to meet the
capitalict utteck and generate a counter-offensive by the working
class.

L FLATION

While the capitalist class squeels about inflation, it is the

working «lass which is hardest hit, both through devaluation of wages
and cuts in public expenditure. We fight for: a rising scale of
wages, social security and other benefits and social expenditure;

nO incomes policy under capitalism; no cuts in welfare expenditure;

@ cost of living index drawn up by the unions on a monthly basis;
comnittees of housewives and trade unionists to invigilate prices:
workers control of prices.,

THE FIGHUT BACK AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

For the wvight to work:; factory occupations against redundancies:
naticiaiisation under workers control of all bankrupt companies or
those cxeating redundancies; an eémergency programme for housebuilding
no loss of pay, open the books! full pay for the unemployed!



FOR_THE DEFENCE OF DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS: AGAINST THE STRONG STATE

Defence of all democratic rights, especially those rights which
express the rights of the exploited and oppressed to persue
their struggle. Repeal the anti~terrorist and anti-conspiracy
laws, repeal of all laws which infringe the rights of trade
unionists and pickets; reversion to unanimous jury verdicts;
full democratic rights for rank-—and-file soldiers; disband the
Special Patrol Croup, the Special Air Service and all other
agencies of state terror.

IRELAND

Immediate and unconditional withdrawal of all British troops;
immediate release of all internees; sclf-determination for the
Irish people!

AGAINST KACISM, FOR THE DEFEAT OF FASCIST ORGANISATIONS

Repeal the racist Immigration Acts! an end to all discrimination
against racial minorities; disband the fascist organisations; for
united action against racists and fascists; no platform for
fascist!; support for independent black organisations and
caucuses within the Labour movement.

THE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN

Full legal and economic independence and cquality for women; equal
pay for women!: Free abortion and contraception on demand ! Twenty
four hour nurseries under community control; equal opportunity

in all fields of life.

FOR PROLETARIAN DEMOCRACY

For full democracy in the trade unions and other working class
organisations; and end to bureaucratic privelegesy right to
recall and elect all officials; no-full time official to receive
more than the average workers wage; an end to all bans and
proscriptions in the Labour Party and other workers organisations.

SOLIDARITY WITH WORKERS STRUGCLES THE WORLD OVER

Against imperialist oppression, solidarity with all national
liberation movements. Against all imperialist alliances, for
withdrawal from N.A.T.0. Solidarity with the struggles of the
Portuguese workers, vanguard of the European proletariat ! No to
the bosses Common Market, for a United Socialist States of Europe!

/ These demands are not just words on paper, but themes of

struggle. They have to be fought for in practise. The I.M.G.
works towards the building of a tendency in the trade unions to
fight for these demands. We call on all those who agree with
these demands to join us in fighting for them, whether or not they
agree with our politics as a whole.



A
=is . . . L R i ! I S -r. T = :
e ¥ = - 2 7 . .
. E e *
t . . e & .
- t » -
. : ¥ y o W . -
. <o Al - . " -
. z i . 5 a0 . = e A
i AN B o L -
i3 1 ] N A b . o . :
.w - R = . . ez 2 e : t= ! ]
" H H H - ] E v - -
i i 1 - 3 . f
B s : : : ] =< £ .
; pro H . S o . . . A A
' T . : : : 4
£ 2 e : £ - . (RN S e |
: : o5 i 1 L C |
s . 3 = 3 ’ et : - . . * R f |
. . . el T _
vE . F - & . £
. % ala & s s =2 =
o 2 s = - |
v E 4 . : A
. > - L # _
T B 3 L
* 4 L) {
. H o e , . . [
’ o %k G x |
; ) . s 4 IS 5 ir
s o . g = 7 s 2 g !
- - H
: - Bl ¥ 3 3 5 =iE
) o & o : oy
o i R i d
. " . S o i
! o ki s /
T LI E - . >0 - E
1 T L L - - . - -
A £ N 5% o s G e E2o PR -
g 3 : o
F s L B - . : -
- 5 T . < - .
+ -1 i 2 R * .
1 . x 4 = 2 .
i 5 a N . 3
= ; - - . ‘ =S
. ot (' .

- .‘ .. o =
. " g
3 NI B :
La




