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THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.

From the earlicst days of modern industry the working class has been com-
pelled to seek unity on an interpaticnal level or suffer defeat in its elem-
entary struggles with the capitalist class, Time and apain the employers ex-
ploit natiopal differences among the workers to break strikes. Today,even the
most conservative American union leaders are pompelled to seek international
collaboration in the economic struggle against the multi-national corporations.
Experience alsc teaches that in the face of working class demands,the capital-
ist classes of different countries,whils remaining rivals %o each other,are
quick to combine to defeat their common enemy,the working class. Each capital-
ist class uses its own state apparatus to defeat the workers and the various
wourgeols states collaborate to the same end. Therefore every important strug-
gle of the working class tends to become political and international. For the
workers to win,therefore,it is necessary for them to construct an internat-
icnal political leadership as well as international trade union solidarity.

The First Internaticonal

On this understanding of the nesds of the working class Karl Marx played
a leading role in founding the International Workingmens Asscciation(the First
Tnternational). Its aim was to weld the working elass into a huge militant
force to fight for reforms and to overthrow the rule of the bourgecisie. It
never became a mass organisaticn. Nevertheless,its members and sectlons par-
ticipated in every important struggle of the workers and in terms of its in-
flucnce on the thinking of militant workers it played a historical role im-
measurably greater thar its numbers would suggest. Within the First Inter-
national a fierce faction struggle was conducted hetween the followers of
Marx and the anavehists led by Bakunin. The latter rojected Marx's view that
the experience of the Paris Commune proved that the hourgeois state had to te
smashed and replaced by the dictatorship of the proletariat as the inevitable
outcome of the class strugele. After the defeat of the Commune in 1871 the
First International could nor survive the internal dissension and the atmos-
phere of political reacticn. Its headguarters wers transferred to America
where it played some rols for a few years hefore its formal di==solution.

The Second Internmaticnal

Despite the political reaction following the defeat of the Commune the
working class grew with the growth of modarn industry. In Germany,the Socials
ist party and the trade unions enjoyed on encrmous increase in following
in a short pariod of time. This growth of the labour movement made possible
onoce again an attempc to construct an international leadership for the work=
ing e¢lass. In 1889 the Second(Socialist)International was proclaimed, Its
guiding theery wes marxism. Many of the sections of the saecond international
were mass partiess, Within the Se¢cond Intsrnational a struggle tock place be-
tween revolutionarics and raformists,that is,between those who seught to ever-
throw the eapitalist system apd those who held that the capitalist system
could be gradually refermed and transformed into socialism without the need
for a revelutionary struggle by the workers.

In this struggle the revolutionary marxist were the victors on the theor-
etical level. But in practice most of the leaders of the Second International,
trade union leaders and parliamentarians whose way of life was infinitely
easier thaa that of the mass of workers,followed a reformist line. They collab-
orated with ssctions of the capitalist nolitical system rather than fighting
the bourgeoisie as a whole. The decisive test came on the ocutbreak of the
interimperialist war of 1914, Most of the leaders of the Second International,
despite their pled:es to act to prevent war,sided with the capitalist class:s
of their own particular countrizs. This betrayal of the interests of the work-
ing class was resisted by only = fow leading figures in the Internaticnal,
best known among them being Lenin in Russaa,Luxembourg and Liebtknecht in Ger-
many,and John MacLean in Britsain.
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glutionury vangunrd and projects 2 programme which can lead the workers from

the present stage of the clases strugsle to the eonguest of » ‘¥<I'“The Fourth
International was formed in the shadow of the coming world war after a period

of terrible werking clase defuats. In the war years the Trotskyists suffered
severe 1lossce st the handsaf the fascists nnd the stalinists. Bven in demoerat-
ic America the Trotskyist leaders were imprisconed for their idens. And the move-
ment lost its aplest leader when Trotsky himself was murdered by = stalinist
agent in 1940, Desgitc such reopression, the zrogromme of the Fourth Internotion-
1l contimusd to win adherents and after the war an internnti-nzl centre was
astablished in Furope.

In 1953 a hested factional strupzls within the Fourth Internationel led t
a2 split which lastzd for t.n years. The basis for the sglit is not cone ints
heres ouffice it to say thot twn public factions exdsted,the International
Secretariat ard the Intermationnl Comiittees By the early sixties it was o
evident that on most questisns the tw- sides had come togother and it was roe
>gnised that a separntion could nct be justifiad. The majority cf the Inter-
national Sacretsrist and the majority -f the Intcrnational Committee wore in
favour of re-unitin; thair foreus. Ir 196% a re-unification conforonce tork
placz and spprovad a document, "The Dyromice of Werld Revolutiow Today,"which
brought the thinldng of the werld Trotakyist movemant up ta date in lizht of
momemtous evente such =5 the Cubsn and Hunesring revolutions.

b

On the side cof the Interastionnl Seeretarist a grouping headed by Juan

Posadas refused to join the reunificd Isternstionzl. Possdas today is a fig-
| urs on the lunatic frings of left-wing wolitles in Latin ameriea,sdvocating
nuclear war by the Soviet Union ngadnst the eapitelist stntes. On the side of
the Internarional Committee a mincrity lad by the Sncialist Labour Lengue in
Hpitain and the Organisntion Compuniste Internstionasliste in France refused
t2 join the unificn*i.n. Sinece then the S1LL and the OCI have split from one
another. The SLL,headed by Gerry Healy,hne been transformed into the Workera
Revolutionary Party. Iv has decenerated to the sxtent that it dencunces for-
mer comrades of the Intermational Commi:tic as stalinist agents. The OCI
whoss bast known leoder is Piarre Lambert,is invelved in an international
grouping(the Criganising Committcec for $he Reconstruvtion of the Fourth Int-
ernational Jwhich after many years of op osition has now orterad inte discus-
sion with the Fourth Intorpatisanl.

B

[he Feurth Internaticnal Todny

Since re-unlfication the Tourth Iepternstionnl has made significant pro-
greas. Over 80% of those elaiming to be Trotskyists round the world are now
nrzanissd within its ranks. The Interpaticnal has swellsd its ranks to include
sactions and sympathising proups in rver 60 countrics. The radienlisntion of
youth on a world sciole,the new rlse f o rkers struyg:les and the developmant
of the womens liberaticn mevement hrve nll broucht frosi forces to the Fourth
International,enabling it to develep. i%s analysis and programme and to deep=-
¢en its implantation am-onz the oppressed. For a time the Prench section was
25le to predues 2 di=dily newspaper. 2Ry 19779 s number of sections which had
suffered aplits in the last few yeoars were able to unite their Forces and
greatly increase thedr implantaticn spd influence - Spain,Nexico,Canada,
n'..lEtI'_'.!li.‘-'L-

The highest authority in the Frurth Internntional is the World Congress,
eomposed of delagates wlegted by ths natisnsl sections. In its resoluticns
the Congress sets cut th: current thinkin: of ths movement on the workd pol=-
itieal situation. It is nlsc the highest Lody of appenl in any organisational
ar diseiplinary lisputes. The World Cop vess elects an Internaticual Exccutive
Committes which iz irowsred tooagd dn the neme »F the Intermotisnal betwaeld
World Congress=s., Th. I1C sleets from amons its members the United Sceret-
ariat which is charged with carryin:® out the zolicics nnd tasks decided upon
2y the IEC, & Control Zummission is clicted by Yorld Congress to investigate
any orgenisntisnal disputos which are suimitt=d tc it or which it fecls need
investigation.Under the rulcs of demoerrhic cuntralism 21l posts in the Foul
Interratisnal sre subject t- clection =rn their incumbents subject to
1f:§ sufficient proportisn of the membership is dissatisfied. The gml
thl_ﬂ 'Illtﬂl‘mtinr‘.al, based on the hest traiitiqnﬂ of th?—ﬁg}éﬁﬁgﬁm
N ] I ib=t !
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srnabicnals are published as Statutes .f the Fourth International. Thesu stat-
utes may ba altered only by jecision of the World Congress. The aim
ates is to orovide a framework in which views of the majority prevall while

E | W
snsuring that minorities arc nble to play a full part in the Internzticnal and
*

have the opportunity to win owe
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Over the next lew yeours 1l nternsti 1 Areaalar Intsrostional Harxdist Srou
& it hecame) strengthened its ties o T urtin International,in particular oy
its vimorous defence ~f th istpamese rovelution,which was th o coamp=slgn of
; M B e o H 4 e et A T ' Y jyd e 1 =
the Trotskyists on the internati 1 level 1 luticne : Ty
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in conr st ."-':.".'-'_-I rapi .1__, IWWaY 1l tha nterpationnli. ooy 4 L
Congress of the Fourth 1 tienal th indsnmant of the Inc th
Revolutionary Soeiald amue Wwas nok il & Interpatlonsd ryist Groyup was
recadnised as $h f 1 zotiosn in Britailn.
By 1959 the INMG ] hecome well known on this Loil and -2 inl TespUC
- - » £ - Y] e ¥ - ™ - w r ul 1
ng an internationalist “rgzanisation,mainly tr 1ith Iy Tk on ol ! ronatilofinl
War Crimes Tribunal and the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. Sines then th G hat
ione consistent work in the womens liberation movement,in suppors of Ll L1508
- . n [ N ot . P I LR & - [y . 144
strupile azalnst Britis nperialism, inst I ind in internntional salio=
arity eamvnisns. It has helped to cstablished number of class stru 1l tendencias

travel in order to win viectory in the elass strugsle. ror the IHG to become 3 par-
0 i gcapted and acted upon by wmillions.
} i5 faced with t1 1llenge of lin-
working clsss and with unifying with
r who are moving towards revolut-
i , TR
.
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Matisnal Jonference,compesed of delesatas olecte 3 i
-¢ dimanssisn snd debatz. It lecides the sonersl lines of pelicy for the pord
hzad nnd slocts the Central Committes, Yhon thorc are important lifferences of
pinior these differences are roflecteou withirn itk tve irncomins Confral Committoa.
va National Confarcnee is the hichest court :f apzeal within the IMG on any mat-
ter =f diseipline, It =ls. clects o Comtrol Commissionm, $raditionally campesed of
merbers with long expsrience o2nd 2 roputation for impartlality, to conduct inquir-
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fiﬁtn any disputes of an organisational or diseiplinary charaeter,to make
$orte and recommsnd action to be taxen.

The Contral Comnif
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necessary to carry out the decisiuvns f the Hntlonal Jonfe
"

decisicns on nNow GUSS rizin- singe the last Conforence. It <lects IT
among itz members = aub-somnitioe,thae Political Committee,which is chzrzed
with responsibility for woek to wook isplementatian f poliey,zreprrin, Cone
tral committer m tin=s ~nd 45 r skalf -f the wholes groy; Ewo T
Central Comritt fin-g ther suh=c 8 e f *) vkral it

ire oraanlssd apucifice areas ST act urd o wamen, cdusation sbo.-
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3
|
8 _ L5
; ereddibls altzrnative. In rticular i ra £ nfidene in r
: slutionary orpanlantlon in that sltuntisn.
o
io b revilutinpary morxist logs wnball snuine commitmont to strus-
1z at a1l times inzt every i 1aitation sl opur ixn,anl €
fi-ht activaly in thoe intorcsts (f Bhc working 2lass. Such commitment n
inderstandin: dooz net ocon seat-nsaualy. ber = it eoms [rom simply
: . rieading hocks, It g J rasl Ly 1 hrou-h dovely nt inside
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he-spobrtunitics 20 Ludlii rovelutisonary Intsrmaticaal nnod o rovel-
et iticnary urosndisstion in this country ~re sporocus. Zvery Jday g furthor
widonoo.of its mecessity. Th et Trtornotional and thoe Internation-l
Mordset Group ars gomoitt t- Suiliip® such r anisations in the interosts
o of the workdns class £ ressadle The IMG has exoandad sicnificantly
k- over the past perdod. I ans r_cion1 centres in four sities., Its pub-
lientions hawe eomsidernely ing = thoir circulatios,
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members' education guide which is include# in this bulletin. They will also normi-
ally ba shown hy members of their Lranech cther elementary skills rgr revulutl?;-
aries - how to spesk in public mestings,hov to write a leaflet,typing and *qulﬂ'
atine etc. After the six month period of cundidate membership the status ;?‘tne
candidate memhers will be Jiscussed th. srinch. The branch as n whole will
deeide whether the candidztz mom ne a full memher or not based cu
radals own assessment of their period of candidate men
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the branch's and the
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This short study -uide has been produced by the National Bdugation o] 111:
f the Internmaticnal M roun, ot ois nimed primarily at -lu*::,t‘_ n o
= - w £ 1
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for _11 ste study by 1r.1.'_u~ ua 1

We feel that
group of comrades
ent attendance at
i__‘-."‘-.:'-"-l'l...d n camron
the stuldy puide. 1
arience of each branch, but more tha zen

group well over this size should Lo divided
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peared towards drawing out the main
] exhrustive.
the comrade leading the

The questicns
heoretical and
are simply intend,

he questicns

iscussion. Ik and contemporary LT
P tl 11d ad :¥s should c
I the appllcotlon
cach group of yat m short introd
suprestad o initiate
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is very dmportant that comrades resa 2] material bulore,2ur
in fter the cluases. 'le have tried t estod readling materisl
ing fter the cla8Ges 2 have trie
to 2 minimum with clear propesals how to © zlass.
The educaticn programme has besen constructed arcund the hook:
: B 2 3 I feml B R T142Rad By Ink Links
Ernest Mandsl: From Class Soclety © smmunismi publizhed by 1ok -_._..':-.?
£1.95
| & T . P e maps P - T L
comrodes undel the caurse have o copy oI

.
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&
urio comrades to nouire 3 cony o

Leon Trotsky: Ths Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks af the
Toursh ;nt‘riﬁtiﬁﬂil. . i
This g¢an be cbhtainsd very cheaply it rmhlot form{15F),but the most useful

S o T SRR
is the Pathfinder Pross adition in "I rarsiticonal Programme for Soclalist
Revoluticon.
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Finally,very mony of the short pomphlets suprested for different classes are ©
ke found in: ~ :
Marx and Bngels @ Salected Jorks. Vol.1 (published by Lawrence and

1
Wishart) 21 . 50

amantary and further
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The Nationl Tiucation Department welcomes comments on thls puide
ard sug-estions for futurs publications




Sussicn 1. Social Ineguality and class strusgle

Subject matter: Classes emerge at a distinct point in the evoluticn of
human society on a particular ecomomic foundation. The
socinl inequality which leads to the formation of soci-

1 z2lasses is accomponied by social strugcle and the
divisien of socciety s maintained ar owverthrown Ly means
of struszle betws2en the socdial elasscs. The modern cap=
it-list class plays = unigue role in human  To TH3S.a%.
Claaa divisisn plays = decisive role in human development.

glisaless society cunnot be created at will st any
time but requires 2 cortain economie basis.

Etviential readine: Ermsst Mandel - Fro. Class Society to Communism.
Ok, =nd 2 ';33-45.

S |"_L_T_.?_-*_-g.‘_.=_n‘._‘-p__'[r:f readine: Marx an 1d ‘:‘E""lﬁ = Monlfestc of tho CGT"lLﬂiStPﬂrtyf
-rt.r.x t 157 or in Mhrx-Engels Selected Yorks-

|:’:| J— '1:35* -"'EI::
hiigtiopna for discussion!

1. Why is a permansnt Jlivisisn 5f latour or the appsarance of social classes
=vea c

impossible in primiti sonditicns

2, low is the division af laSsur mads possible ond what is the goanection
hatwaen the division aof labour and the formation of socizl classes T

U
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3. Yhy dees the division of scciety into social clas:
usssary stage in human pr 2

2

L. Under what conditions im it possitle toc re-ostablish equality in socisty
5. ihat happens if thege conditicns 1o pot exist and ottempts arc madc t2
re=e5tablish equality

6. Wby docs the capitnlist system lend to an <nsrmous incremee in sconomic
production in such a short time compared to sccictizs dominnted by pre-

¥Yiius ruling classes 2

Flirther readinges: Froderick Zngels - .abi-Duchrin. Parts
b H ¥
(Puhlished hy Lawrence nnd Wishart ot 45p.)

m ]




The State

Seszion 2.

Subject matter: The state is not 2n stornal human institution hut arises
at a particular stage in human development. The state is
an instrument -f class domination. Both viclence anl idesl-
oy have a role to play in clnsa rule. States hased on n

particular class society can have different forms. There-
fora a political revelution oo i nct chanice the class relat-
ions in a2 given society. Democracy is one fora of the cap-

italist stnte. .. workers state is orgsnisel liffcorently from
from the hourcecis state and may be more demogratic than the
must democratic eapitalist state.

; EESUnti:tl ri}-ﬂﬂif;*: ::‘tn._at :-""-.II".ir:l = r m l s .3,:1.‘_::; tc .I__:_--,mr::uﬂ_;Em‘
1.3 pp25-32 and Ch.10 pp 90-94.

Supplementary reading: Irnest liandel - The Jarxist Theory of thue State.
(Pathfinder 35p.)

Questions for discussion: i

1. What is the distinetion between scciety or the community s 2 whole 2md

the state 7 r
2, Whon does the state Yecome necessary in society ¥ :
3. What is wrong with the notion thnt the state 1s the result of a 'szcial !
contract' betweon the individuals who make up soclety |
L, Vhy is the ideoclogy of the ruling class the dominant ideolozy 7 ;

5. What is the difference between n sosial revelution and a palitieal rev-
olution ? Do they always gc hand in hand ? I

€. Why do marxist maintoin thst both garliamentary democracy 2nd fascism
are forms of the dictatorship :f the capitulist elass

7. Why is the role »f the stats an instrument of class ruls more obviocus
in times of crisi s*:mi instn 11*t*'1
t2 neceasary ofter the overthrow of the capitalist

8. Why is a workers' sta
the workinc class simply abolish the state altogether

stote 7 Yhy cannot
9, “What mensures o garxists advoente to ensurc that the workers' state 1s

mors democratic thoa the bourgenis staite

i Tre

Further reading: V.I1.lenin = The State 2nd Revolution. (Pamphlet Sp)




9.

Session L.

Capitalist Bconomy and Imperialism

w LY =
Subject Matter: Capital i rat appears in the sphere of u?rdulntic; vf com=
molities enters into produection,buying up labour pow-

then
er a8 g commodity.
capital which lends ir

imperialism.

to concentration of
afd

Competition leads
mopopoly capitalism

LULrn To

Communism.

Essontial reading:: From Class Sceicty =
Ch. 4,5,6,7 55=7
! 3 3 cEse e P T
Supplementary realiin’ WVIATS = -a8, “rice and Profit.{in MESW  ppifS=-268
r as mohlet 20p)
Questions for z
1. Capitalism in socicties which were cssentially neon-capitalist.

What form did capital take thege gocioties 7

Why is the distircti s=ween 'selling in order to buy 'and 'buying
in order to sell' =csenti=l to the unxerstﬁhn1n- of eapltalism ?
What are the —re-conditions for capital entering the sphers af pro=
s . ) n hoaes ~enattdang Brsushe noat °

duction 7 How wers these ¢ iitions brought about

what is the distinction betwean labour and labour power ? Vhy is tl
distinction important 7 :
What is surplus value ? How do the capitalists attempt to raise the
rate of surplus value 7

why does the rate »f profit tond *o f3ll 7

In what ways does the ;*‘Lrl“i ist s-ape of capitalism differ frdm the

tage in which the Spanis and later the Dritish carved

out huge colonial *::ritories :
'"THe industrizlly wora advanced couni
tht? im'_l;'._r-: of 1 L { d
Ir what ways daco imperinlist dovelopment of czpitzlism
medify Marx's stateme

= e

neasants of

Unryist Economic Theo
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Session 5. Heformism

Subject matter: Reformism is bhasad on the experience of the working clase

18 well as on the interests of privileged layers of workers.
Reformisn turns to counter-revolution whenever the capital-
ist system is seriously threatened,

Bssential ronding: From Class Society to Communiem. Ch.8 apd 9 and Ch 11
=p 99-101.

Supplementary reading: Rosa Luxemburg - Feform or Revolution.(Pathfinder)

Questions feor discussion:

1. Does the growth of trade unions mesn that the workers are becoming more
conscious of their interests on a politicnl level?

2. What role does the co=operative movement play in working class strugsle?

3. What developments within the capitalist system at the end of the last
_century tended te dampen the revolutionary strug:le of the proletariat 7

4. Why do the leaders of the trade unions and the labour parliamentarians
tend to be conservative cven when the vank and file are tending towards
revoluticon 7

S« Why is it incorrect for working class leaders to join a bourgeois gove
ernpment 7

6. Why was the outbreak of war in 1974 the decisive test for the Second
Internaotional 7

| 7. How did the opportunist leaders of the Second International attempt to
explain their policy of laefence of the fatherlaml ss being in the inter-
esta of the working class ?

i

Further reaiing: Novack,Frankel an! Fel man:- The First Three Internationals.
y ) (Pathfinder)

ry




Session 6. hievoluticn anl the Vanguard Party.

Subject matter: Although copitalist society enters its period of gener:l

erigis with the imperizlist war =nl the opening of the soc
inlist rcvolution in 1917,it is only periolically that the
political crisis in onc or more countries affords the worka
class the opportunity to take power. The proletarian revol-
utions unlike other ruvclutions is a highly conscious pro-
cess. The working cless as a whole cannot arrive spontapecu
at revolutiomary socialist conclusiuns. . revolutionary pai
srouniel in 2n understanling ef the historic process,functl
as the memory anl the 'brain’ of the class,co-ordinating t
experisnce of lifferent layers with the zoal nf the Baizurs
af power.

cesential resding: Zrmest lianlel - From Class Svciety to Communism.

Ch.O esp. pp 85-89. Ch.13 pp 122-123

Leon Trotsky - The Death igony of Copitalism and the t
2f the Fourth International, Sectiocns
sptitled - The objective prerequisites
for a socialist revclution,the Prolet
ariat apl its lealershipa,snd Unler °
Banner of the Fourth International.

| fuestions for liscussion:

1.

2

3.
k4.,

?'l

1f the chief ohstacle to the socialist revoluticn is the leadershiy
proletariat does this mean that the situstion is always revolutionary

Why eannot the working class spontensously reach political class cons
ness 7

What are the three general conlitions for a gocialist revolution 7

What is the relationship of the wancuarl party o the massgs in the unlcong
and the soviets ?

Why 4o revelutionaries have 2 geparate organisation ? 1Is this consistelt
with Marx and Engels' statement in the Manifesto that the Communists 1o
not form n separnts party of the proletariat opposel to other working ~1-7

parties 7

i vanguard party is organise’ nlong demoeratic=centralist lines. Why is
democracy essential for centralism and vice versa ¥

Does the role of the vanguard party come to an enl after the soginlist |
revolution 7

Further realing: Ernest Manlel - The Leninist Theory of Organisation.

Jemos P. Cannon = The Vanguar! Party.(In Fifty Years of

Levolution.)

13




Seasicn 7. Stalinism

Subject metter: Staliniem 28 a political trend in the international workers
mcvement arises as the expression of the interests of a
privilegedl layer in the first workers stste. The isolation of
the revolution in o backward country explains how this layer

consclidatel its grip. The theory of 'Socialism in one Country®
is a break with basic merxist theory. The practice of stalin-
ism is not conly an cbstacle to the world revolution but weak-
ens the USER in the face of capitalist pressures. The mater-
izl basis for stalinism is being sroded.

Essential realding: Ernest Manlel - From Class Society to Communism.
Ch.12 pp 108-121.

Supplementary realing: Leon Trotsky - Stalinism and Bolshevism.(Pamphlet)

Questions for Jdiscussion:

7. Why did the Bolsheviks maintain that the speedy extention of the revol-
ution to one or more of the alvancel countries wns necessary for the
healthy levelopment of the revolution in llussis 7

2. What were the manin featuras of the post eivil war period which cnabled
the bureaucracy to usurp pelitical power from the workers ?
3. What were the negntive ftﬂturlﬂ aof the New Economic Poliecy which the Bol-
sheviks adopted in 1927 7 How d4id thes features strencthen the bureaucracy 7
4. Why is the Soviet bureaucracy lescrihed as s caste and not 2 class 7

5. What were the main elements of the programme put forward by the Left
Opposition to combat the legemeration of the revolution ?

6. What features of stalinist rule in the USSR point towards a restoration

o) i) g . 2 {
? of capitalism ? What are the counteractine tenlencies 7

. 7. Why is the crisis of the stalinist resimes lewpening at the present
o pericd 7

Further reaiing: Leon Trotsky - The Eeﬁnluticn Betrayed .
is Victor Serge - I'rom Lenin te Stalin(Pathfinder)




Session B. Permancnt Fewvolution

Subject matter: The uneven anl combined levelopment of copitalism in the imp-
erinlist phase makes fur the possibility onl the necessity
for the workine class to come to power eéven in the econom-
ically backwari ccuntries. In backward countries the native

ruling class es have shown themselves incapable of complet-
ing the tasks of naticnal inlepenlence and agrarian reform,
In the event of revolution it is permanent in that on seizin:
power the workers in these countries must press forward alcngs
a- socialist road,an! in the sense that the revolution tends to
sureal internationnlly and towsrds the renewal of all sccial
relationshivs. If it ‘oes not it suffers a rogression as in
the Soviet Union.

Essential reading: Ernest Manlel = From Class Saciety to Communism. |
% s T Ppgg-1na .

Supplementary reading: Sermanent Revolution,Basic Postulates(from Perman-
ent Revolution - Leon Trotsky. ) )

Questions for Jdiscussion:

1. How does the. world imperialist system affect the development of the colon-
ial an® semi-colonial countries ? Why do national peculiarities reflact
uneven Jevelopment 7

2. What role does the mationsl bourgecisie play in these countries 7

3. Why cannot these countries progress to capitalist democracy as in the
Western European countries 7

4. Why ore the peasants as 2 class unable to seize and holl power in their own
interests ? Why are the peasants not a revolutionary class when they con
become a revolutionary force ?

5. Why does the democratic revoluticn 'grow over' directly into the socialist
revolution 7 Why were there two revolutions in Russia 7

6. In what respects does the revolution remain permanent after the seizure
of power by the workingz class ? B

7. S8ince Fussia wae at a low stage of capiialiat development anl harlly ripe
for socinlist advance,were the Bolsheviks justified in taking and holdizn, |

state power ?

8. Why is "the completion of the scecialist revclution within national -
limits.,....unthinkable™ ? .

Further reading: Leon Troteky - The Permanent Revolution.(Pathfinder)
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Subject Matter: On a world scale the material basis exists for an advance to
socinlism. Periodically the capitalist political system
undergoes a crisis giving the working eclass an opportunity
to overthrow it. Time ond again the masses risc in rebellicn.
Capitalism only survives because of the inadequate leaderships
of the working ¢lass,principally the stalinists and sceial
democrats. Only the crenztion of a consistent revolutionary
leadership can overcome the crisis of humanity. The purpose aof
the Transitional Programme is to mobilise the masses in strug-
#le and show the workers through their cwn experience that the
system must be overthrown. The. programme must be constantly
up=lated to take nccount of new developments in the three
sectors of the world revolution.

Essential realing: Ernest Mandel - From Clasas Soeiety to Communism.
Ch 13 pp 122-130

supplementary realing: Leon Trotsky - The Deeth sgony of Capitalism and the
Tasks of the Fourth Internaticnal,
"The Transitionnl Procramme."

Muestions for discussion:

1. Why does Trotsky claim that "ths world political eyotem am a whole is
chiefly characterised by a historie=l crisis of leadership of the prolet-
ariat" 7

2. Is revolutionary leadership enouch to make the socinlist revolutidn 7

3. How does the Transitional Programme differ from the reformists' minimum
and maximum programmes ? ‘thy is the programm 80 Ilmportant to the Yevol-
utionary party 7

%, What is the sim of transitional Jcmanls 2 «ren't they away above the heals
¢f the masses ?

5« Whet does the Transitional Programme say about the relationship between the
working class and the oppressel layers 7

&. What are the different seotors of the worl! revolution ? Is the Transits
ional Programme relevant to them all 2

7+ Why does the evolution of eapitalist seciety compel workers to think "int-
ernationally"? Docs this mean that they tend automaticnlly towards prolet=-
arian internnticnalism?

8. Why is an internatisnal party necessary ? Why then did Trotsky lay such
stress on the building of national parties in what is an internaticnal
programme ?

9« VWhy was the Fourth Internatisonal formed when the Third and Second Internat-
ionals already existed 7

Further reading: Novack,Franckel and Feldman - The First Three Internationals.
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subject matter:

class they can o i‘xf‘ﬂ:iﬁh"-ﬁilf' pagbt

orranisaticns and forcos, Eﬂhﬁillﬁ:ﬁ allisnces must be basc

on the principle of class independence of the working class
and on no restriction on the right of revolutionaries withir
the allisnce to arpue for their own views. The united front

not only enables the working class to bring its united stren .

to bear against the class enemy but alsu en:bles the revolut
jomaries to draw nearer to the masses led by the reformists

anl win them away from their class collaborationist leadersh-.

The highest form of the united front:/is the suviet or worker:

council which includes all tendencies in the working class =u.

within which the revolutionaries and their opponents strugel.
for leadership.

Essential realing: Zrnest Mandel - From Class Society to Communiem.

Ch. 4 pp 131=142,

Supplementary reading: Socianlist Werkors Party(US\).Bduention for Sneiali-®

Bulletin - .lliances and the Revolutionary Party.

Questions for discussion:

T

2.

3.

why is the working class politically heterogeneous 7

What political basis should united fronts with reformists and stalinis

e around ?

Why Zoes the united front include the lendurs uf the reformist parties

What is wrong with the concept of the united front from below 7

Why is the united cless front so important 7

What is different about the popular fronmt ? How did it ariginate ?

What underlying solitical views on the nature of the epoch Joes popular
frontism rest upon 7

Why do soviets "erown the programme of transitional demands" 2

]

What role do workers councils and workers self organisation play in rais
ing the conscivusness of the mnsscs 2

Further reading: Lecn Trotsky - The Struggle agninst Faseism in Germany.
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