F PROE §15ii, oovEDIsa

ased

3=

|Background to a Struggle

Stru
Produced by -

INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP
(Coventry)

Pamphlet No 2




NTRODUCTION : BY GERY LAWLESS.

This pamphlet is written by members of Coventry International Marxist Group,

who have been active in setting up the Coventry Prisoners Defence Committee and

in the struggle to free the Coventry 7. The pamphlet is not only about %he Coventry
7: it looks a2t a number of sides to the case, draws general cenclusions about the
capitalist system in which we live, and how to struggle against it.

The first section gives the background and facts of the case’ why the raids
tock place? Why was Coventry chosen?

Secondly the pemphlet examines the present situation in Ireland - the British
hope to be able to buy off a layer of the catholic pepylation through reforms,
seats in the Assembly and so on, thereby isolating the IRA from its base of support
in order to defeat it militarily. The weak point in this British strategy at the
moment is the ivoopé. What factors have caused the massive breakdown in army
morale, the decline in recruitment figures and so on? How can we work in this
country to intensify this demoralisation?

The third section 5f the pamplilet 1oéks at the rdle of the press around the case
of the Coventry 7, and explodes the myth of the impartiality of the press.

The next section deals with the pclice and the law. It is popularily believed
that the police and the law are neutral judges standing above society. The pamphlet
looks at how the police and the law are always used in the interests of the ruling
classand stresses certain points that have to be understood if we are to be able
to fight back in cases like the Coventry 7. If we believe in the neutrality of the
law, then we will be completely disarmed when attacks come wrapped up in legal
jargon 2nd lsgal framework. I can only add that the recent Littlejohn exposure
and the probability that there are similar squads operating in this country, is
yet another side to the armed might of the British State.

The International Marxist Group has always had a very clear position on the Irish
struggle. We believe that our main task in this country is to expose the rule of
British imperialism in Ireland and to build a movement which can play a concrete
part in taking forward the Irish struggle. The IkG has been prominent over the
last four years in the Irish Civil Rights Solidarity Cempaign, the Irish Solidari-

"4y Campaign and in the Anti-Internment League. At the moment in a number of fowns
ghoh as Coventry, our members are actively fighting in defence of Hepublican Pri

soners, The relevance of all ideas is shown when they are put into practice; the
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ING is the only revolutionary organisation which has shown ihatiit is prepareg
to wage a consistent fight, despite all ups and downs in the political gitvation,
to support and take forward the Irish struggle., .

We stand for the self-determination of Ireland, and complete independsnce from
Britain., We know that the root of sectarianism, violence and sxploitation in
Ireland is Pritish gontrol. We are equally opposed to the less cpen economie con-
trol of the Southern econcmy through investment and economic pressure. The
national unification and:independence of Treland must be part of any sclution
which could ensure that the wealth of Ireland is the properiy of the people of
Ireland. No long term solution is possible unless it means both the real indepen-
dence of Ireland from Britain , and the ending of all forms of exploitation
within Ireland thrcugh the astablishment of a Tnited Irish Workers Hepublic,

We call for the complete withdrawal of all British Troops. British imperislism
is the cause of vionlence in Ireland: those causes will never be removed through
actiona of the British imperialist army. British troops will never bring peace
to Ireland; they can only bring oppression. The problem can never be part of tle
solution.

We call for the ending of intermment and the release of all Irish political
prisoners, Quite apart from the injustices and brutalities which have accompanied

intermment, the British goverrmant has no right to control any part of Ireland
or to intern anyone for fighting to remove them.

Finally our attitude towards the Irish struggle is determined by the real
gtruggles thet are taking plaGQ; We givg clear and unconditional support to those
forcea involved in the battle against British imperialism and its ammy. We have
political and tactieal differenceswith both wings of the Hepublican movement,
but we recognise that they are the forces fighting Britlsh imperialism and that
they are leading ths struggle which will ereate the conditions in which the
liberation of Ireland ﬁili bs poseibls . We think we will be best able to convinpce
Republicans that cuar ideas of socialism and how to fight for it are relevanti, by
demenstrating owr sericusness in support of their struggle - not by condemning
this or that tactic from the wrong side of the Irish Sea.

We can make our biggest contribution to the success of the Irish struggle by

building & movement in this country against British rule of Ireland. When we sy
that we suppor: the IRA in its fight against the British Army, we also prove
that we mean it by building a nevement in this country tc fight for these ends.
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But the test of all theories is action: Do these ideas help us to understand
what we are fighting ané how to fight 9 The last section of the ramphlet examines
the politics of the Defence Committee 2nd shows how it fits into the sort of
framework outlined above. It also examines alternative ideas of how to free the
Coventry T, and shows how they have 21l been found completely lacking when they
had to be put into practice, :

We in the Inﬁernatienal Marxist “roup are proud of our record of struggle on
the lrish guestion in Britain. We a2y to Irish Republicans in this country:

Don't Judge revolutionary soeialisti politide by the behaviou® of other organi-
sations. We are as aware as you of the two-faced hypoeriey of many so-called
socialist organisations in this country. They are willing to defend any struggle
against imperialism, anywhere in the world - providing some simple conditions
are met; little things such =23 that the struggle must be about 6,000 miles from
Britaing that the oppressed people in this struggle must play thsir part as .
victims, and always refrain from retaliating; and preferably the imperialism
should not be British.

But if a couple of fire-bombs go off in London, then we get shrieks of
condemnation, and our socialist internationalist becomes overnight 2 patriotic
little Englishman. 2

As a recent article in the Belfast Provisional paper "Hepublican News" seid;
"With wery few exceptions, nearly the whole British Left has shown itself in
Ireland to ‘be heavily tinged with imperialism and even racism. When it comes to

H Ireland, intarnﬂtionalism stops at Holyhead."
We couldn't agree more, and we are convinced that the ING'!s record and consistent

activity is precisely the exception to this recomdd of chauvinism and capitulation.

Gery Lawless. i
4, September, 1973. =
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This pamphlet was produced by the Coventry hran&h of the Intenational katxist
Groupe. A4s the revolutionary movement grows in gize, it is involved in & whole
number of struggles; and is even beginning to lead some of those struggles. It is
important that the experiences and lessons of these gstruggles ars drawn and widely
understood. More copies of thié pamphlet, and alago of the previcus one in the

series -"Students and Workers against the Freeze", can be obtained from:

27 Paynes Lane, Hillfields, Coventry.




THE B(I:ES.
The recent wave of bombs in this country has produced a sickening wave of hypo-
ericy in the British press. Only a few dsys after it beceme obvicus that the
British Secret Service, senctioned by the government, had used free lance squads
of eriminals, such as the Littlejohns, in the bambings in Dublin lsst December,
we have screaming headlines condeming bombs being let off in this country. One
day, then condemn the Derry coroner for teing "emctionaly when he described Bloody
Sunday, as "sheer, unadaultersted murdex", the naxﬁ day they use the s2me "“smotion-1"
words about the London bombs themselves.
There is a world of difference between the viclence of the Oppressor - economic
exploitation, poverty, military conquest, and where necessary, the dirties tricks
in Any book; and the violence of the cppressed - the right and need to struggle by
any means necessary against that oppreseicn. We 2ll wish that sccizlism and resl
freedom could be achieved peacefully, but we wouldn't be taking our own bolisfs
seriously, unless we recogniésed that the ruling cless will not abandén its
powsr and privilege without a fight.
There may well be some Secret Service.ﬂcti?ity behind the recent bombings. However,
if there are Republicans involved in» some of the incidents, our attitude is
this: we defend the right of the Republican Movement to engage in activity in this
country, but we do not believe that this is the right time for such a campaign.
The possibilities for building & wide movement for the withdrawal of the troops
will be set back by the bombings. For these re=sons - the overall interests of the

gtruggle - wo are against a military campaign in this country at this time.

It is obvious that the banning of Sinn Fein is being discussed at the moment by

the government. What the outcome will be, cannct be said at the time of writing.

At the same time, the Sscrot Service(throush their faithful sepvants in the Daily
Kail)are using the opportunity to start a witch hunt ageinst the IIG. The purpose
of all thess is to nip the bid of a "Troops Out" movement before it gzrows, and they
are designed to feel out the ground -to gauge opinion to the possibility of 2 ban
on Sinn Fein or sections of the revoluticnary left.

The lessons are clear. British capitalism is tottering from crisis to crisis. It

faces a massive defeat in Ireland, alongside tremendous struggles of the British
working elass, In this situstion the ruling class will fight against their enemies.

We must be ready for znd fight a1l such attacks.
Fod 4 =5
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THE RAIDS IN COVENTRY.

On Friday, April 13, 1973, at 6.00am over 150 lrisﬁ hrmes all mver England were
rajded by the Speciﬁi Branch. The heaviest taids were in Coventry.

12 homes were raided at 6.00 am and by the evening aver 20 had been turned cver.
In the next two weeks, more than 50 hemes were raided, some of them twe ar three
times. The only ncn—iriﬂh home that was raided in Csventry waa the office of the
IMG. The police were looking for "explesives". Hdwever, nothing was found.

As a result of the raids T Irishmen frem Coventry are now facing trial in
Birminghem Crown Court, on Octeber 8, on various chnrges} tne key ones being
"conspiracy to cause explosions" and alsc for two of them being members of the
IRA. ' |

Also, during the first week of the raids about 20 Irish men and wemen were

taken into the police statisn for questioning. 9 of them were put on police

bail of £50.00 chnréeﬁ with "eudpicien of conapiracy tr cause dariaga". The
charges against them were dropped before they had i~ surrerdder their bail at the
police station. Also, Tiﬁ Canty, was charged with prssessisn of 200. rounds nf .22
ammuniition and was one of the nineom the suspicion of conapiracy charge. (fer
details of Tim's case see Red Weekly, Na. 13, July 27, 1973).

jhe Coventry 7 are:

gather Fell: ﬁrregﬁed April 13, at 6.00am. Has been in brlitary confinement ever
since., Was very well knrwn for his support for the nationalibst population in the
North. :

Frank Stagg: Arrested on April 13, questicned and released. He was subsequently
rearrested on April 14, coming out of a frineda' hcuseé and has been in solitary
confinement sinecs, -

Roland Lynch: Arrested on April 13. Has been in snlitary e~nfinement since.

Frank Eelly: Arrested en April 13, Was released and ruarrestua on April 14, at
the same time 28 Stagg but at a different place. Was in solitary uﬁtil the

middle of July when his si>liciters suceassfully appealed to the Judge in Chambers
and he was made a categoxy E.priscnﬁr, =
agzged éui of bed an April 14. Was in sclitary until the seme time

e o

Tony MeCormick: I
as Kellys The yrungest of the Coventry T, had his 1§jb birthday, in prison.,
Gerry Rush: Wag arrested on the aftermoon of April 15; &;s-inléclitary until
the begjpning of July when his solicitors sucecessfully appealed to the Judge in

Chambers, and he was released »n bail of £250.,00 mf his own and two sureties ~f
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£250,00. He has to mign on at the pelice station gvery day. His employers would
not have him back after he was released an bail, but the unicn managed to get

him suspended on full pay until the trial. : ;

Patrick Burke: Was originelly arrested on April 18th and was one of the nine.

The pelice dropped the charge againat hin before he had to smrrender his bail.

He was rearrested on May 31 and charged. He appeared in court on June 1, and

much to the police's surprise he was given bail.~¥hen they were all committed

to trial, FPat wes taken into solitary with all the others. He was released on

bail again sn June 25,2 fter his solicitora successfully appealed to the Judge

in Chambers.

The neiginal 6 made their first appearance in court on April 16. L large crowd
greeted .them going into the,court Tpom and coming out. Similar crowds(up to 300)
picketed the gourt everytime the men made their appearance. . .

The charges against the men are the following:

April 16: First appearance in court. A1l charged with ‘conspizipg together, and
with ether persons unknown, te cause by an sexplosive substance an explosion in

the United Kingdom of a nature likely to sndanger life or to cause serious injury
to property".

On Xey 21, further cherges were preferred against all of them. _

"that, between January 1 and Lpril 15, in the counties of Warwick and London, they
conspired together and with persens unknown tc damage or destroy buildings by fire"
The other one was that "they conapired together and with perscns unkno.m te destroy
buildings" ..

Lynch was further: charged that "On April 15:-dn Gnventry he hed in his possesaion
sodium chlorsate, concentrated nitric acid, a namber of balmons, an alarm clock and

seven sensitive microswitches intending to use them or permit others to ues them

to destroy or damage property". "

on June 4, Stagg and Fo1l were charged that "between Banuary 1 and April 15, in
Warwickshire they took part in the control and management of the Coventry unit of

the TRL which was nrg‘anised and trf ined for the purpese of enfbling it= members

to be employed for the use of physlc?l frrea in promoting & pelitical ebject"

Lynch was further charged with"having on uprll 15 in his possessien certain explosive
substances-sodium chlorate, oéhesmireted nitric acid and sulphuric acid, wax,

ballcons, an alarm clock, 7 pressur. sensitive mierc-switches-in such circumstances

as to give rise to reascnable suspicion that they were not in his prasession for
a lawful object".




Coventry Prisoners “efence Crmmittee was frrmed on the initiative of the Tik.

It saw its main purpose as explaining the case of the Coventry 7 and trying o win
as

uwch support for the men as possible. The Defence Committee producea & regular
(eirculation 10,000. Back copies of the bulletin’ can be obtained froem
27, Paynes Lane, Coventry).

It is important to understend why the raids tnok place and why Coventry was chosan.
The.Eri{ish ruling cless was alreadybeginning to et crld feet about its policies
in Ireland. Theredome, it saw as an imprriant cempenent of its strategy in the 6
Counties ts hit at the base af supprrt far the struggle . Therefore, ene saw the
bemba g5 aff in Dublin, when the"Offenced againat the S¢ate Art" was being dioscuase
in the Dail, last December. Eince then, the Scuthern Regime has moved in & Very
enncerted way against the Provea. In Britain, there were the raids after the London

ot |
bombs in LﬂICh. but s"fort started on April 135 - nbvirusly the pdlice
H &

imew who to check. But the impsriant point far us 14 anderstand is thet these raids
and the subsequent arrests have to be seen in ssnnecticn with what is happe enning
in the lorth.

Coventry wos picked because it was hoped that. due 19 the 1939 bomb, which went

£f in Brnadgate, Caveniry killing 5 paople, the laral populatien weuld be even
more hngtile %5 the Irish struggle thap in other arean. The ruling plass used

rajids te make sure that everyone in Coventry was reminded

H
o
|
Q
L
e
A

allits powe
hmut the '39 bomb; thrsugh the press, through the gtatements of the palies, throus

1

the eTidence that the pnlice gave at Tim Canty s trial. They hoped that in this

wayna suprort would be built for the Coventry 7, and that they weuld be able to

get away with an easy, gquick 2nd heavy ranvietion on flimsy evidence.
Things did net werk out for them exactly as they hoped they would. The Defence
Committee did manage to get the support of lerse layers of the local Irish commu-
nity - 211 the lecal colleges ol some Trade Union branches pessed motions of
support end send Aonatiecns to the Defence Committee.
The pickets outside the court grew in mmbers and militancy. The desperate attempts
+p intimidate and harrass the Supperisers of the Covemntry 7 f%iled miserably.

at is the main reason why the date for committal of the men was changed threse
times, why the one and only national Orange march in Coventry (2,000 gtrong) took
place after the raids with an sscort of only B police cfficers; that is why the

ed bto at least 50 uniformed policemen, any

-

pickets ouivaide the court wers
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 of plainclothsmen and at least one armed marksman.
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PROSPECTS IN IRELAND. _
The latest Tory plan for the pacification of Ireland is in a shambles follow-
ing the Assembly elections,
This is the last in a series of attempts b& Eritish imperialism to asclve the
Irish -problem. It started with support for the Civil Rights campaign as a way to
dismantle.some of the most obvious "horrors" of the Unionist state, and therefore
improve Britain's econcmic and political relations with the South. However the
Civil Rights mgvement came up against = brick wall. The Catholic ghettoes had to
be- defended from Orange attacks. —

The refus:—‘.l‘of' the Orange block tc even tzlk of
reform, and the development at the same time of very militant and widespread
support for the TRA,” led to a'drastic change in British policy, _

The big stick was out "against the Catholics- the British tried to amegh the
TRA and’ the Catholics through outright repression- intermment and Bloody Sunday.
They failed. So yet another policy wes worked out. Stormont was abolished; the
surgeon's knife replaced the big stick. Some reforms together with a suffocating
of the Catholic ghattoes with British troops, many arrests and continued intersm-
ment- the nafie was changed to'detention. This did not work- it did not isolate
the IRA from the support of the Catholic ghetioes. The farce of the border
referendun’ showed this, - ; :

Now the latest and the most dangerous tsctic:- to get
politics off the street =nd back into Parliament, and in.this way toc isolate ﬁnd
render redundani” the TRA, Thed compasition of the Assembly is fer from what the
British hoped it wbuld be. Alliasnce, Whitelaw's party, sfa:i_nerl. a miserable 8 out
of 78 seats despits support from the British medis, British expertise, and
£7,0005C00. Whitelaw's whole stratezy for the agsembly wes B8 sed upon the hope
that Alliance would get &t leas®: 15 to-20 ssats, i.e. the crucisl balance of
pover. Had Alliance obtained such a figure Whitelaw would then have formed an
sxecutive around them drawing in-the ultwa-collaborationist wing of the SDLP
and the Bradford wing of the Unionist Party.

- Whitelew would then have worked for
2 gradusl dismantling of the Orange ascendancy and an integration of the . :
Zatholics into British unionist politics. The composition of the new
Assembly will ellow the withering away of the ascendancy, but on- the: more

fundamental issue, the very existence of a separate Northern Irish State, the

2lections have produced no cheer for Whitelaw.
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The Catholic vote for the SDLP represents to some extent a growing war-
weariness in the Catholie population, but more important, as Bermadette Devlin
said, Catholics mainly woted for the SDLP to kick out the Unionists, having
seen the Yoycott in the local govermment elections lend to the Unicnists
retaining 50% control in Fermanagh and a Paisleyite elected in the Bogside.
The vote for the SDLP representa a sizeable politieal defeat for the Provoa.
This is partly expleined by the fact that it is difficult to run an eleecticn
campaign while figﬁting a war,

Bat this explaination in itself is not enough. The fact is that the Provos
pitched their total propaganda campaign on a moralistic "don't let the
internees down" appeal. There was no ccherent agitetion explaining in a
gystematic way what the British were using the eleetion for, 2nd how the
boycott fitted in to an overall plén to take the struggle forward towards

national independence. :

But if it would be wrong to ignors the set-back, it would be criminal to
exaggerate it., Tens of thousands of those who voted for the SDIF would walk .
out of the polling stations and hide an IRA man with & rocket launcher if

needed, : . i «. 8
However many of the SDIP MPs réceived-thair votes from the strong Republican
areas and therefore they are under great pressure form their electors not to

sell outs Over the coming period Gerry Fitt will be built up by the Britisﬁ $
preas and Whitelaw as being the 'moderate man', 'the one who really repreaen;a'
the Catholical. '

The Assembly can only work if the Provos are beaten. It is recognition of tﬁla
fact that drives the Brits to push on desperately to try and make ‘the' Whitelaw
plin work. i -
1f the Provo threat did not exist, British strategy would be to move slowly
through the summer to find an acceptable Exedutive for the Assembly, ffhﬂir.

| original plan). But this would oreate a power vacuum, and intensify the mood

in Britain for pulling the troops out. So Whitelaw pushea on regardless, i =
i knowing that if he does. not defeat the Provos , by at the very latest next
karch, the morale of the Army- figures show that only 652 adults were recruited
in April compared with 1348 in the April of last year- may melt with the first
gnows of 1974. i :

The wealth of demonstrations, rallies, meetings etc, @nd the tremendous level
9 e
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nf suppert during the anniversary of intermment still gives confidence that this will

T

i be the last atruggle for Irish freedom. The SDLP condemned the anti-intermment dem-
T  ongtrations (they believe they will end intermment through negotiations in the

I.  Assembly) and they were publicly humiliated by the level and determinetion of the

d support.

i The way ashead is clear: firstly the massive army onslaught must be opposed

k4 through the continuation of the military campaign. It is the armed struggle which

hﬁg peaten back every other phase of British strategy, =nd it can succeed agains

But we must also heed the warning of the Assmbiy glections. It is essentiz=l

& that a political line is worked out whdch can explain th=t the freedom of Irseland

. means overthrowing Fine Gasl and Fianns Fail just as much as destroying the aix
county state, FPurther the freedom of Ireland mesns the ending of 211 forms of

1 exploitation, in particular the explcitation cof the werking clasa, agricultural

Labrurers =nd amall farmers by Irish and foreign capitalists.

of This must show the way forward and give people real involvemeni in that.

me gtruggle. The development of bodies such as sireet committees, squatting and ten-

+F ant's esmmittees, taking ceontrol over -public servioes, will provide means of

Te helding together mass support, and at the same time give the opportunity o
put acress the political ideas necessary %o free Ireland.

PC AR ETE NN N TTE TN T R U AT R TR UNE LN NN RRY RR RN R EAR R LNE AU N R RN AR RN RO MR pa i an 1 L RLRLE

) The Faurth International has a sympathisin-g Bectic-n- in Ireland - the Revolutionary

i yarxist Group. Although still a small efganisation,the HMG is involved in =11
aspects of the struggle in Ireland - Nerth and Scuth. For more information about

:: the polieies and activities of the Revoluticmary kerxist Group, or to cbtain

capies af their paper - The Plough, contact the address below. |
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ex I would like more information about the HNG: _ 1
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THE POLICE AND THE IAW,

The use of abstract law and the rather less abstract police thugs (armed or
otherwise) in the cases of the Coventry 7, Belfast 10 ete; and alsoc in recent
attacks on pickets (Shrewsbury 24, during hospital strike etc) has shown very
clearly the role which these state agencies play. There is dn increasing aware-
ness of the political nature of both the law and the pdlice. As examined else-
where in this pamphlet, the govermment is runniné cut of the time necessary to
make its latest "solution" - the White Paper - wuri. Jore than ever it is'deter-
mied to defeat all opposition - not just the IRA in the North, but also the
supporters of the Irish struggle in this.country. This part of the govermment's
task is being carried out through.the "neutral” police and law.

However, thar; is not yet a Special Powers Act in Britain. The govermment '
has to make its attacks without appearing to openly contradict the so-called
lew, and so-called British democracy.

DENMOCRACY AND LAW. _
The stability of capitalist rule in Britain owes & lot to the existence of

Parliamentary democracy. The Iabour Party and the trade unions hawe always
accepted the parlismentary riles of struggle. They believe that laws agreed

by Parliament are ‘demccratic and therefore have to be obeyed. They believe that
all efforts to achieve change must be gradual and they must be directed through
parliament. The acceptance of these ideas and the forms of struggle that flow
from them is an important part of the stability of capitalism in Britain.

However, the whole ‘experience of working class and anti-imperialisi struggles
proves exactly the opposite. To give a couple of recent examples of thls: Mike
Farrsl and Tony Canavan were not released through legal channels; they were re-
leased because of massive support in the North and in this country, and Whitelaw
was frightened of the outcome if he let them starve. Shnila;ly, the 5 dockers
who were jailed last year were freed because of a huge wave of strikes and demon-
strations, not because the Official Solicitor proved they had been unlawfully
imprisoned. .

Rule through parliamént suits the ruling cless because it ensbles them %o
tame sections of the working clas movement. Rule through parliament rests on

and strengthens layers in the working class who accept and are prepared




to work through the Bystem. Although the ruling class control perliament and the

- legal atrunture,'it is not quite that simple. To pess a law is one thing, to put

it into-operation is another.’ The British parliament took enly 12 hours to pess a
law, zatzoactively making the activities of the British army legal. But that did
not make the amy "ny more welcome in the North, and didn't stem the IRA's military
struggle for one second. Parliament ressed the Industrial Relations Act, but as
soon As they trisd to put it into practice, it was met with mass opposition. The
IRAct is now on the shelf, waiting for a more favourable situation to put it into :
operation, The implementation of any law depends on the balances of forces on

the ground - depends on who fights hardest and longest,

yIn all attacks made by the ruling class, the law is an integral component of
their amoury. We can see this in the Pay Freeze, in the current efforts to un-
dermine picketing rights, in the present attacks on Republieans in this country.
We can see it in the Immigration laws passed over the past few years: these are
intended to encourage racial divisions within the working class, to intimidate
immigrant workers from engaging in political activit%,‘and to give a free hand

to extreme xight wing and fascist groups who want to build their support on the
basis of sordid racist hysteria.

To fight the ruling class effectively, we have to fight back on every level

- of attack. And this means we have %o oppose their laws and support the victims

of those laws. To do this we have to be clear about three things.

Firstly as explained above the exmct way in whiah the law is used and applied
depends on the relationship of forces., Any 18w can be broken and fought back by
24 mass movement that draws in the real powsr of the working class. The laws on

the statutebook and the way they are used is a reflection of paat and present
strugegles . .

Secondly, the whqi. gtrenéth of the law as g weapon for the ruling class re-
lies on the popular belief that the law is impartial and neut¥al. Justice will
be done at the trial, and therefore there is no need to build &ny support outsids
the courts It is the task of Republicans and socialists to explain to the rost of
the working class the class nature of the law, not for their general knowledge,
but in order to build resl and substantial support. This is the only way to
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the ensure the release, not just of the Coventry 7 or the Shrewsbury 24, but to defend
Eput againgt futurs attacks on Republicans, trade unionists or revolutionaries. To

iss a build 2 movement tc smesh the conspiracy laws could unite a number of strusgles
did against different aspects of the Tory offensive. At the same time it would show
;I.ita:;r,r in practice. the.class nature of the law. ;

FE Thirdly, the law opens a trap for all supporters of pelitical activists, sueh
e as the Coventry T.. The long drawn out.nature of the legal trial tends to-focus
Ftﬁ the issue in terms of "guilty" or "not guilty". In the case of the Coventry T,

h we ars Eoncerned with - whether or not they are guilty, but whether or not the
government attack can be beaten back. Socialists and republicans give foll support
of to the struggle of the Irish for self-detemination: we mﬂg%f%ﬁfs case (which i=s
- very much 2 test case) mot wrapped- in questions of guilt or innocence simply
because that is the issue the povermment has chosen.

; THE POLICE.

Having said this about the use of the law, it helps to see where the police
fit in. The subtleties of the law also include the brute foree, intimidation and
torture methods of: the police (and armmy where necessary). All thesc have been
used and are still being used, not only on the priscners who have suffered intense
pericdic mistreatmgnt, but also on their supporters.. These trials are not merely
about ene set of sharges for one offence, they are a natiinally planned attack on
supporters of the Irish struggle. The prlice are the striking ferce in this

attack,

Britain's image ef "the friendly copper" is used in the same way as "the

neutral law" --to hide reality. This reality, in Crventry alene, meant systematic

beating up of the priscners, preventing them frrm seeing their seliciters, fer
ene man (who was later released) refusing the supply of tablets for an urgent

heart conditien.

When looked at from the light of real struggles taking place, the police force
falls a long way ghort of its friendly image. As in the army,; the reality of ser-
vice in the force is very different from the glessy adverts. Advancement and pro-
motion depend on carrying cut political inmstructiecns. The recent publicity given
to the existence of Armed Special Patirel Grrups shews the state forces are learn-
ing some of the lessons of the Irish struggle and the upsurge in working class

struggles in this country. .The SPGs are nct only trained marksmen; they have

A -
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alsv received special iraining in techniques nf dealing with pickets and faotory
nccupationa. There is alsc the Special Branch (which was set up specifically te
d%lmm“Hmhwﬂhmﬂ;TMyMwbmnuﬂmdﬁrmmﬂummnfmuh
ical activists and similar matters. When the orunch cnmes, the ruling class
will always fall back en open repression by the police and arny.

The police are the fist of the leng arm of the law, and there should be no
douht as to whose shoulder that amm aprings from,
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THE INTERWATTONAL LARXIST GROUP. (BRITISH SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL)

The Internations]l harxist Group is 8 revolutionary sceialist organisation
which believes that' the struggle of the irade uniens against the trade unions
agrinst the employers snd against the present Tory government, or the struggle
of the Irish for national self detemination are different parts of the fight
against the entire system of capitalism. We support every struggle ageinst the
System and its effects, ineluding every struggle for better wages and conditions,
the struggle of blacks against racism, the struggle of women against oppression,

and we give unconditional support to the struggle of the Irish gpainst British
ruls.

We believe, however, that a1l these struggles can only be successful if
they are seen in the perspective of the struggle to achieve socialism. This
means a sirategy towards the destruction of 811 means of capitalist rule, the
naticnalisation of industry and the establishment of workers econtrol. Further,
the struggle against cepitalism is ah intermational struggle, and we are comm-
itted to building the Foufth International --an imtergational revolutionary -
party which can develrp and lead that struggle.

To achieve these ends we werk within all ergenisations of the working clasa,
and we are willing to work with any group ecr individual on any of these issues
1 for which we fight. In this way, we are convinced that the spperiority of rev-
olutionary sociziist ideds will be rroved in“practice. By beifig able to téke
forward 211 these struggles, an_organisatlion will be built that will be capable

i of developing and lesding the struggle of the working olass te overthrow capit-
B 2lism and-build e sceialist sofiety based cn the safisfaction of al]l neéds and
genuine democracy. : <
3 Our paper, the Red Weekly, has centinusus coverage of the struggle in Ireland; -
€ We have also produced 2 number of other pamhlets and material on Ireland and all ]
n aspecis of the working class movement. Fer more details of these and other act- "
ivities of the IMi, fill in the form below.
*  INTERI TIONAL }.ARXIST GROUP. | E
Please send me more informeticn abeut the TG, 1
NM‘LE-i--;.------pnt'-ﬂDDF_E&;S--t--oxo-tl ------ EEEETE]
chP}-TI{}NiFUIU#i,II'IE L R L N N N T TN YT

Send to: IM;, 182 Pentonville Read, London N1,
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FRESS AND THE COVENTRY SEVEN.

The press plays a vital role in defending British rule of Ireland. Lies

(eg the slander campaign against Sean lacStiofain),cover-ups, propaganda,cte

The press distorts the situation in Ireland (and elsewhere), and presents a

K

g favourable to the interests of the goverrment.

e can see this wvery clearly if we loock &t the Coventry Bvening Telegran

the Coventry 7. From the beginning, all the papers made big play about
- . = 2 "
security arrangements ocutside the court -- armed marksmen, massive escori,

cuffs, searches in triplicate, ste. This was intended to produce the atmosphe=
of hysteria: these men are dangerous, therefore they are guilty, therefore they
ire in the TRA. This was intended to isolate the prisoners, and to deter potent

ial support.

Reporting restrictions were 1lifted early in the remand proceedings. Th

in

first headline in the CET read: "Bomb Parts Found". Had the Defence Commiite
not been set up, and had the trial been.allowed to earry on in peace, then thi
lice would have movad to conviction and sentencing 2s soon as poasible
nee it became clear that the Defence Commitiee was building up suppoi’ 2n
f“il]ng stronger: the state had to counter-sttack. One part of this was 1
atart the propaganda war through the press. So reporting restrictions
lifted, and we had the headlins about bomb parts. In the artiole wnder the
headline what was actuslly alleged was parta of an incendiary device: ilss
later turned out to include such lethal weapons as -- batteries and ballc

Then there was the headline: "Priest on IRA Charges". This was ¢cleaxrly meant

re that no potential Jjuror was influenced befnre the triall

The press has been only tooready to publish details of the police's eviden
has given prominent display to the emotional elements of the police case -
IRA, bombs,etc. At the same time, it has kept quiet about the refusal to grant
bail, kept quiet about solisary confinement, kept guiet about continuel intimid

ation of the Irish community, end kept quiet about the real level of support

"free press" that

M

the Coventry 7 that existed outaside the court. This is th

the British are so proud of.

(4

b=t

e editors and press barcns are fimmly committed: to defending the present
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zapitalist aystem. All other questions of "impartiality" or "balance™are second-
ary to that., When their system and their interests are threatened, then the press
uses its power to iry and defend it. The Coventry 7 is cne of many examples of
this.

If ever there is a Queens award for press distortion, the Coventry Evening

Telegraph will deserve the prize,
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For news, discussion and analysis on:-

& Developments in the struggle against British imperialism in Ireland.

@  The development of working class and anti-imperialist struggles
throughrut the werld,

(5 THE PROBLENS FACING WORKERS IN BRITAIN TO DEFEND LIVING STANDARDS
AND ORGANTISATION, AND TQ 3:ASH THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT AND
THE PAY FRERZE,

Apainst the Tery-Government - Fer the building of a revolutionary
workera' party.

) For the overthrow of the capitalist class, their state and sceial
system and the building of SOCIALISM UNDER THE CONTROL QF DEXOCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS OF WORKERS' POWER - in Britain and throughout the world.

Read RED WEEKLY regularly.
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REPRESSION AND IEFENCE.
The present stage .of the Irish struggle, causes the British govermnment new

problems in this country. As leng as things seemed to be gring well for the armmy,
as leng as it was widely beslieved. that theywere "keeping the peace", as long as
the British press propaganda machine could wrap everything up with a few words of
comfrrt; then they had very few problems in this country. Throuhgeut the last
four years, the movement in this eruntry in support of the Irish struggle for

gelf-determinatirn has heen small and iselated.

The Irish Saliderity Campaign and the Anti Interrment League, apart fram the
weeks immediately after intersment ard Bleody Sumday, were litile ar mo threat.
The twe wings of the Republican kevemant has a wide measure of support ammng
Irish exiles, mut that suppert was fairly pessive amd did no ge much beyend “buy-
ing pepers anA giving meney. It did not extemd to artive suppert. Mest impert-
antly in terms af palitieal support, both these greups were ocut »f frem the
British warking slaess,

Hewewer, the situatien is ene of eonstant changs. The war in I®eland is the
thern in the side of British imperialism. The war centinuslly ereates the pnss-
ibilities mf a huge pelitical orisis in Britain.

~One aspect »f this is the merale of the British treaps. Te try and aowter-
act this deeline, the British gevernment has spent £5% millian. This has gene
en gleasy advertising, reeruiting campaigns amongst hay seeuts, chureh yeuth
clubs, e4¢. Army par#des have heen arranged up and dawn the ceuntry ta show off
the glerimus ermy and s en. But meney can't buy everything. The fall ~ff in
recruiting figures and the Asmamlisatisn cerntirnue. Seldiers are still being
killed. The tensien isgtill there. It hecrmes mere and mare alear that the
actions »f the 2rmy are nst leading amywhere. In these rircumstances there 2re

geing to be more desertmrs, mere drugs, more disehedisnres and more demmralisation.

The bi-partisarn pelicy ‘between the Tory and ILabeur Pawties aver the handling
of Ireland, is beginming shew crarks., The Iabeur Party is starting ton volce sAme
dmubts abaut whether ar net the p¥esent rele of the British treops is the best

pelicy. “If (when) the Assembly fails, then the differences will grow. Of ceurse,

the Labour Party is not geing ts bhe any mere sympathetic to the demands ef the

Irish perple. Anymme -#mil.i thinksthat the selutien te Ireland's preblems lies
17
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through the eleﬂtlnn of a Labnur ghvernmant, is entirely wremg. They should re-

TEF]Er that i was the Labour gnverrment who sent the trrops in; they sheould re-
manber that the Labour Party has geveﬂ even called for the endingfnf internment;
they should remenbe; that every s Iabour 3 .p_ co-nperated with the
Tories to push through their rhtrﬂac+lv9 ]eg*slatlrn in 12 hvurs. They should
alsn remember the Labour Ferty's pCllLy cver Vietnam, :ﬁlnging Euppvr% for
Lyndrn Johnben's bruta} pcllcle$= RIS s o &

S o : e i S
The Iruour Pﬁrty are nev31 gclng tn atand fnr the 1ntarssts of the Irlah penple.
a % o+ RO -~ T a
But tﬂev may move tnmards an aluernntive pullcy fﬁr ﬂarryinF oum the iqter&sts nf
) = - e
JLLLluh imperialism in IrEldn&lq Thls pﬂ“Elb;thE 1= very ¢np~*tant hacause it

e e

will bring E*ltlah pnllcy in Ireland-Jn to open diacuss;rn for the first tlme.
P
This will create much better conditions for explalnlng the re@l role ﬂf Brltain

and British troops,

- T T

Elﬂu, thmre 15 a gr5w1ng dlEBEtiEfECtiPn in this ehumtry with the war in Tre-

i2nd. }aople sea their sans and fiienaﬂ rnmlng hnﬂﬂ ln boxes, and the" den't
imow why, Already the pe“iticns that have clrculetad in various towns show the
growing mi¥d®Yor a withirawal T the troeps. 3 ~a k -

% = E e

Al these fact5r= pﬂ:n} tn thn pcssibllity of hu‘idlng a mrvement in this

ctmniiy 1o demand the w'thdr?wal of Erlilsh t;anB. Our task is ao point out

that 3 we wanl thes traonq cut of IlEand nacause thay can nevﬂr :
biing peace , In all 1utiVIthS related ko 1reland the slogan "TROOPS QU™ ;
mugt ba on our banmer. _ﬂ.poaerful m&wEmevt derandlnp the ﬁithdrawal of troops
will play o ¥eal pa rt in tarlng the strugglp in T:Le1 nd farward to vlctory.
. - g - e THE ARRESTS, - o

We ha;e ocutlined eariicr in the pamphlet why the arrests tﬁnk place, why
Coventry waa chosen and =0 om. Thre are" two ether elements which can b broiight
out herer Fiirstly the arvests and the way they have" beén nsed by* the press are
intended to discredii these organisationscand-dindividuals whe are-already in-
volved in 4the cempaign to win support for the Irish struggle. (The recent art-
icles in the Peily kaid and Deily Express abeut the ING are further examples of
this.) Secondly, both these arrests and %he letter bembs in Lendon will be used

by the govermment bropaganda machine to tm=y and strengthen their hand. They will

point o the bembs and the so-called conspiracies and say thet we have garry on
18
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the war in Ireland, otherwise it will start in Britain.
HOW DO WE DEFEND THE COVENTRY T7

We have tried to show throughout the pamphlet that the case ef the Coveniry |

cammot be seen in isclatirn. Teo defend the Coventry 7, we have to take up
politics. We have to relate to the struggle in Irsland, we have to understand the
role of the police and the law. We have tc understand the goverrment's peolicy
and know where the weak amp-ts are. licst impertantly to defend the Coventry T,

we have to take forward the struggle to achieve thelir aimas.

The main planks of the Defence Committee in its campaign have been the follow-
ing. PFirstly, we rely cn mass gupport, nct British justice. Secondly, we Beek

; L1 T y et S 5 . T ‘= UE - R
to expose the workings of- the courts and law, to explode the myths of a "fair

trial”, Thirdly, our bulletins and activities have been directed towarda geining

e

the wideat posaible publiclty for the ecase; 1o lay the ground for explaining the

issues inveolved a2nd gaining support., Fourthly, whilst mest members of the Defance
B A

Committee have seen the need tc put the

ence of the prisoners in a wider polit-
ical framework; the main part ¢f the committee's werk has besen around thie single
issue, and we have been prepared to wirk with anyene whe agreed with the need to

build support for the Coventry 7, and to work feor their release.

The Defence Committee was sst up in the days following the arresta. Our twe
main activities have been the pickets outside the court, and regulsr producticn of
a2 bulletifi. The pickets were designed to serve three purposes. To ensure that
the rriscners were aware of a continucus and growing level of support. To ensure
that the police wereaware .of the continuoms and growing level of support. The
crowd outside the court each week was wital as a conerete expression of support
for the seven and therefore halting any plans for a rapid trial, convietion and
sentence. Thirdly, the holding of regular picksts gave a constant focus to the

campaign; there was alwaya a gpecific asctivity in which all supporters could be

involved,

The main purpose of the bulletin was to directly counter the effectis of the
police harrassment 2nd the preas propaganda. We took up articles appearing in

B
the papers, and explained what the real facts were. We tried to bring into- the

o
=]

open, 8l1 examples of intimidation, arrest e £1Bo, the mere fact that the bull-

etin appeared every one or two weeks, was a direct stimulus towards drawing people




into ihe campaign. It answers the old guestion "What ecan be done". It showed that
scnething could and was being done.

The Defence Committee had many other sctivities as well. Although the major
concentration of the bulletin was towaznds i%a_lrish community, it was also given
out outside or inslde most of the major factories in Coventry, and a couple of
trade mmion branches passe! motions of support. A rally was held in Coventry on .
Avgust 12, 1o tie the case of the Coventry 7 with the continuation of interoment
in the Morth and to ‘demand the w'thdrawal of British trobps. We sought every means

“o raise the case and to fight for support.

in examination of the role of the Defence Committee and the general question
ol how to right such cases of repression would be incomplete without examining the
part played by ther "socialist" groups. The int~sduction to this pamphlet points
out that vhen facsd with the acid test of the Irish struggle, the British left

failed miserably. The same is true of the Coveniry 7. Here is an issue which
is Zmportant, not just in terms of the Irish struggle, but even in terms of the
poegibilities of future atiacks against all working e?lasse and socialist groups.
Tho Soeoialich iah&u: Leagyue £i1] theix poper with "the fight to defend democratic
righto": Lot whers are they when there is any specific issue of legal or police
attack? Nowhere %o be ssen. The International Socialists participated in the
Committse for a few weeks, and then withdrew (ses the statement reprinted in Red
Weallly No 6). The meal reasons for their withdrawal can be seen in the fact that
taeir members have torn Vown Defence Commitiee posters and tried to prevent bull-

eving being given out on pickel 'ines. The Militant group do not support the
d

Coventxy 7 "in sase they awe guilty'. ind so on. These "reasons" are attempts
%o hide the zeal fact: none of these organisations are prepered fo 1ift a finger

in support of the Ixish siruggles.

e IIG has fought consistently for the right of the Irish to be free from
British rule. The Defence of the Coventry T is one part of this Tight. 'There
®ill be many more similar cases in the next few months. FPossibly Sinn Fein will
be bamed. We pledge ourselves to continue the fight: to expose British imperial-
ism in Ixcland, to support the strw 7le of the IRA, to defend Republican prisoners

and Yo play our part in building 2 movement for the withdrawal of British troops

from Ireland. o




