


. This magezine, which will appesr monthly, i1s producecd Dy 2 nunber
. of International Marxist Group militants who are renbaers of tha South
Birmingham Claimgnts snd Unemployed Workars Union.Ve zre engaged in

building & unicn of activists which will fight through the Trade Union

spovement agminst unenmploynment and for a socialiss saciety.
As a group we see the ovils of prosent scciety, unenmploynent, the

k sjituntion in Treland,recialism,and the poisoning of the enviranent as

agpeots of the system uncder which we live, nemely capitalism, /e see .

ne end to these problems except that of a socialist spoisty. To
scheive this we the need for = revolution in which the working-cleass
B will t=ke power and organise society in its own intﬁ;gﬁjﬂ, To further
¢ this nim the group ie orgoniscd both nationaliy ﬁ.;j;"ﬁ,_;[’;g&prnational
b lprxist Group end internationally aathe Briﬁﬁ.%-__;ﬂﬁ'} i‘tha Fourth
International, an orgenisation fnundﬂd"hy-kﬁﬁ%gﬁﬁﬁl__ 2dn 1958, This is
: "_:":kLﬁ@ world today
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§  the only internatinnalJ;gvnlutianary'ﬁrggﬁiﬁ}:
. and is dedicatod to achelying o soecial revolut the capitalist
B countrics, te restora workers demogcracy [ﬁ? h

\ 1 tali gd countries,
* and to furthor the anti&i@parialigﬁ?@ﬁiﬁgﬁl “in the galeninl countries,
. The day to doy activities of the group 4N Britaih are centrec
around supporting workin ﬁ;nln&ﬁ-iﬁﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁé-; 4% at the same time
:Fﬂﬂfyinﬁ tosoxpoee tha politicel forces at work within those struggles
£ and to pose & sccialiet way forward. This can be seen ih the zroup's
: saupport for such unions as the Postrmen and the MNiners whilst they were
_invnlvad in long strikes, Within the working class movement our members .
strive both far militant union action to defend the interests of the
workers and for demoecratie trade unions where the leaders are subject to
-the control of the rank and file., A4ilso the group is in full solidarity -
‘with the irish people in thair struggle againat British imperialism and
attempts both to build support for the Irish people in their struggle
-and to show that struggsles true nature to the British people,

In particular in Birminghem our acticities are centred in the fields
of unemployment and work within the Trade Union movement, 1In the field
of unemployment we hope, by the production of this bulletin, to create a
Claimants Union which will fight against unemployment and support strikes,
In the unions, our members ere active in fighting to democratize certain
r;_gyiana in this aera and we are represented on the Trades Council, Ve are
. also engaged in supporting the activities of the Birmingham branch of tha
" Irish Soliderity Campaign in their attempt to galn the right of self =
;ﬁﬂ;tarninntinn for the Irish peopla.lUur women conraces are alsa invoelved
' dn the strupggle for.wonens righte throurh an orgenisation called Socialist
! Woran.There they fight equal pay cempaigns and for a socizlist attitude
to women,

The group natonally publishes = fortnightly peper callec "The Red
Mole" whieh represents our views on the ecurrent:situstion: "The Red Kﬂl;“
is msold every ismsue at the botton of New 5t, Station ramp on Saturdays,lf
you would like eny more informetion about the group or its aims pleasa
£411 in the slip on page 9 and return it to us, or come along to a Red
Circle meeting (see details on page %)
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UNEMPL OYMENT

The latest officisl fipures show over a miilion unemployed, the
highest number out of a job for 30 years, The figura of 1023,000 is
itself a gross underestimation for it fails to arcount for the large
nunbar of workers partioularly women who do not raglster, and for the
lerge nunmber of school laavers foreced back to apghaol hecmuse they could
not get work, ‘'fe are ldiving in a soeiety in wvhieh despite the eronic
housing shortage, large amnounts of land are unused and building workers
are lnld off. In incdustry the wastagze is similar, with machines standlng
i+lae, whilst workerse join the dole queue., The 'Times' reported last
narch, that were it not for the io0s88s in prQHUGEinn due to unemployvment,
every man wopman and e¢hild in this country could receive an axtra £2 a
waalk frea of tax,

. This apalling situstion is not o ereation of Heath and Co., under
_the last Labour govecnuent unenploymnant rose fron 400,000 in 1984 te

00,000 4n 1970, The Labour governnent slso decided that Arnold
‘fainstock, the man who merged G.E.C, and Eaglish Electric and in the
process kicked thousonds of rman out of thair jobs, deserved = knighthood
far his afforts, The fact is that the labour Party was trying to manage
the capitalist system, as is the Tory Party at the moment, and it is this
aysten, whith its sole ain of making profits, at the exparoe if need he
of your job, which 1s the bhasic caure of the present waste ol resources
and of the misery accomnpanying it,

Anybody who has heen unenpioyed and 'signing on' will be fully
aware of ths attitude displayed by the bureaucrats at their Labour
Exchange; they go ocut of their way to make you foeel guilty and the
pitence you receive is paid over grudgingly and contemptiously. It is
nacessary to atrass therefore, that the gnilt is not yours, it 1is
sacies¥ies, the crises 1s not an individuals crises, but a crises of
papitalisn,

The central characteristic of this crises has been the decline in
the rate of profit; sincs 13964 the shars of profits in the nationel
income has dropped from 21,2% to 14,2%, This means that in order to
restora prefits to theis 1964 level thera would hava To ne a 3% annual
incrase in productivity between now and 1674 with nc inerease in real
wages, Behind this crises in Sritish copitalism lies a world orises
‘whica rasults in part trom the ever increasing scarcity of world markets,

It was with the advent of the Tory governnent that we hagan to ace
~ost clearly the capitaliets reactlon to this eri=4s, Theres has been 2
ratiurn to tha barharism eof old style capltalism, with its total
disreguard fox all long tern considerations such as the aconomie and
social welfare of backward regions lika Scotland, N.E.BEngland and the
Yorth of Ireland, If = concern i4 not praofitable in the short term, it
is iabled n 'lame-duck! and is nllowaed to go to the wall, Henee we se8
the closure of U.C.S., Rollz Royea and B.S.A.; on the basis, not of
their long term usalessnass, but sinply beczuse the decline in profit
ratas neans the unavallabiiity of sufficiant sSpal'e cash to keep than
open in the short term, The awners a° industry know of ne loyalty
towards their employezs, While 2rofits continue to roll in =2t an
acceptable level they are kind snough to pravide jobs for the workers!
when profits fall below this level however, they have no consclenca
about kicking their employess out of a job, closing down their faetory
and wailting untill they can mzke 'a decent profit! out of the labour of
othars,

The Tory goverament, for reansons wa shall reke clasr later, eXre
guite willing to ellow this proosess ts continue and the results have
heen disasterous. If 6,500 workers are isid off at .C.5., 20,000
workers in the supply indusiry also lose cheir jobs. If 26,500 workers
cease to draw & wage. then thare is e proportional fall off in consumpt-
ion, which leads to cuts in production and thencea to redundencies in




“LETS GET UNEMPLOYMENT
IN pERSPECT,VE” JToun Davigs
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that abeve a coertain level of unemployment, wage rates stop increasing.
This is not realy suprising ps men faced with the prospect of the sack
pnd nonths, perhaps years, on the dole do not easily go on strike, They
ara so anxious to remain working that they are not too concerned about
the pitance thay are paid for it,

It is this taciic which the Tory governuient is using now. Thevy hope
that through o little bleod letting, they can cure the disease, Ths
blood they are letting is our jobs and the disezse they are trying to cure
is a militant working class which 'will not produce more without demanding
a hig shars of that extra output.

) Initially redundancies had the desired effact and resulted in a drop
in the living standards af the whole working class, For this reason it is
assential thet Trade Unions should recognise the necessity of linking with

‘* the unemploved to fight unempleyment, Whilst there remains in existenoce
a3t pool of surplus labour the effectivness of Trade Inion bargaining
power is greatly reduced,

. The first thing that munt be rtressed as regards posaible action by
the Trade Vnions, is that any campaign rmust be o united canpaign, It
mmst ha nationally co-ordinated and involve tha entire Trade Tinion
viovenent. 1f this did not exist there would be z tendency for sectlons
of the working population to meke gains at the expence of othera.

What then should be the stratezy of the Trade Unlons in their fight
against the capitalists and the government? First there nust ha a
campaign to restriet or ban overtime, Secondly there should bha 'no=radun-—
deney'! clauses written inte all wage agreements. Enployers are aften
proparad to pay out a relativly large wage increase 1if they are able to
got ‘'unions to accept sackings. ‘hen they complain that the order books
are empty and thers is no work to do, we should insist on work-sharing on
full pey. Further to this wa should sieze the oppertunity of campaigning
for a shorter working wesk - on full pay of coursa.

Finally the Trade Unions mist be nmade to facae their responsibility
to the unenmployed, They must not be allowed to becomse denoralised and
forced back to work at radiculous rates of pay. Eaeause, if this happens,
it 48 the whole of the working class that suffers. The demand rust be =
Five days work or five days pay.

Unanploymant is not caused by the working class, They do not own
sthe industries; they have no say in how they should be managerd; they
should not be made to suffer in order that eapitalisn may be saved. if
capltalism connot provide jobs and ezpnot make full use of the productive
forces of our socaety then it is claerly & bankrupt system and it tinme
it was replaced by snother. The incraasing use of occupatlioh as a
weapon against redundencles and closures shows the increasing awareness
on tha part of the working el=zss that the only real solution in the long
term is to cdiresatly challenge the capitalist system, The fight against
unemployment must be one stap on the road to socinlism.

The problems outlined in this article ean be solved, One of the

. organisations workingz on that solution is the South B'han Clainants &
Unemploved Workers Union, the aims of which are outlined in an article on
page 10. This union neets every week at:— 122, Gough Rd., Edgbasten, 15.
on a Monday evening at 7,30 Za.t. .all are welconoe. ¥
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L THE WORKING CLASS|

Tha striko whicrhh ha=s jJuzt finishnad
Incustriai strugeles for reny YBLDS,
100 million pounds, nnd the strilkers
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Stiil Ef2ward Jeoctlh
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They hove slipped
best palid section
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nnerstondabla.
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of the workiang class 15 yveers ago
to belng tenth today, In reoel
tarns they are peid less todny

than they were at the end of the
war despitce having incrunsed
produetivity by %, Many miners
swore that they would rather spend
their whole lives on the Dole than
zo btacik on Hoath'as terms. Ho-ona

L]
whe spent any otine on the picket

Lings would eca2re to arpue with
that.
put what cheout the Government?

iThy wera they so0 determined to
win? “as it Lacsuse they cculdntt
afford to give the H.C.I. the
extra cash - No, the strike cest
the ecuncoy enought to pay the
cizin for the next few yezrs,
which thay then=

The
TPesl repson -

selves ndmit = is o = strategy
Tor "putting the economy boeck cn
its Tapth.

Ihis strotegy -is attemptins to

idevesss the -provit ievels of
British industry to those <f its
foreign conpetitors:(a necessity
sor Zritish industrizliats but NOT
for BEritish workers). This is to
nllow prices to rise while helding

ina ang af thi

{ bitterly fought
was sona

strile

mosi
the W.C.T.
Living an

The cosl to
themselyves vore

Security for six weeks.

controlling the
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nriians,

Adone postly threugh the Tndustrizl
elations ..ot, But this could ealy
he Introducad zlowly,; and would

be likely o incerease vather than
dempen industirizl mildtancy at th
ionent. The workers had to be

goftened up first, so the Tories
geliberrtely let unemployment rise,
Howevar this did not have as grecs
an effeet as desired, and after
passing the nillion mark, becamse
too dangercus for comfort. Thus
Barber was pudgingly forced to

put wore nonay back inte the
oconomy in his last budget,

This oanly left the Tordies with one
chaice. Tn demoralise the trade
unisn movenent by taking on and
stmashing dodividusl sections in
hearr on confrontations.

This the Gevernmaent had succeaded
in doing apninst the postmen and
powoer—-workers., Unfortunantely the
enmployers in private industry wers
oot w0 Yantriotic", nnrl wore not
prepara’ to less profits in orcder
to inflict politiczl defeat on

the warkingy cl=mss, Thus the Ford
WATESTS wWan ransiderahle viectory
throush lnst ovis strike,

Thus , t 1the ougtsve of the strussle
tlidng.: were viry much in the belance.
IT the Governnent won, the the

chences of «wny other trade unizns
lining up for o repeat performance
waeru very slight indeood. The
Soasses vould hove becong more endc
more confident, th:e unions more and
more cdemoralised, =am! the Govern-
ment would havg bheen abhle to o o
. ’ ¥ & &
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use this occasion to bring tho
Industrial ..elations ¢t into use,
and so make sure that the trade |
union movoegient stayed heanten and l.
denoralised, i

|
Howaevar, the Governnent id not win}
the piners 4id pnd with th
rest of the working class.

Tas ACHEIVED
na nhoyve all

Tiic strike was, ¢lse, a

trial of strength and the Governien
lost, It is no use Heoth and the |
capitalist press continually bleat-
ing that the miners were =pocinal ‘
gnse = this will cut no at oll. |
The trade union movenent ‘I!T'lflf.'!r‘!“1:‘."!l"|:
perfectly well that the Governnent

did not conceed to the niners 1
becausa thoy wera soriy far thon, or

then,

WHAT

1o

becausa they zare 2 speeial ense, r
Thoy conceeder! bheenwtse the iners
forced thern to through the effectivJ
negs of thoir strike, If 1The miners
can da it then the railwaynen nnd
anglineers must also stand e jrood
chance. Trorm now on tho attitude u&
trades unionists in overy industry |
must be - WE iRE ALL SPECIAL CASES! |

It is this prospect = ofua. fiond of
a gardas of atrikas from the nmany
unions with eclaims in the pipaline
which so0 depressea the press;, ond
put share prices falling on thoe
Stock Exchonge,

|
|
|
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|
I
]

]
DERS NEDARLY SNATCH DEFEAT |
JAaWS OF VICTONRY :
ofora wo become too conplocant, it
must be romembercd that the

|
mincrs !
are in a rmich stronger positien than
oost uniens for fiphtings the
Governnent, Tiicy produce o
cormodity without whieh the econony |
csnnot funetion, =nd they 1live in

tightly knit corrmanities which can't
be g0 easily dsalnted 2nd denornlis-

—

8d by the propagandz of the m=ss
nmedia. Wore it not for tiu
lneredible bhehnviour of thoe union
lendors the outcorie of the is=uc
would never have beoeen in doubrt,

it the very s:u tirie: mE the fiincers
were oult on strike ' th Dower varkaers
glso had o navy dispute. S owork=to=-

rale hrd alrendy becn cnlled to start

in the coursc of the iiincers striko,
and if it heod gone hoend this woulcd
certainly hrvae brought the erisis

to 2 head glnest dimnadiately, Tndor
these circumstunces, with the

Government at their ierecy, the

! Tl

ilothing

Exccutive of the Electricians and
Tlunbers Undon voted by 7 votes to
6 to accept the Governncnt's offer

of 7% - 95 ~nd rcturn to work.

I'rank Chapple, who had had the cast-
ing vote, explnined his scabbing on
the niners by saying that had the
power-workers taken solidarity
netion, they nmight have toppled the
Heath adninistration, This, thought
Chingnle, would have been unacceptable
to the Elcetorate,

Joe Gurnley, for his part, nover
requested help from the power workers
and explaeinced that he wos glad the
nation hix! nat been "plunge Into
industrial chaos, which nebody really
wnnts,"
we should not be
crovan ettitude of
few months ocgo

sociplista,
suprised hy tho
thoeso rien, Unly
Joelkkson rofused to ask for help

for the postnen's strike, and the
trado unien tovement sat cnd watched
the posimen gat slaughtered. Titis
wns z2lsg o time when nothing
could have boon mere obvious than
for the roilwaymon to come out on
strike in pursuit of their own
clnim whieh was being contested
the tine. ]

=]

at

truth is thet the super-gnnuatod
leadears of the trode undioan nmovonent
find such strugrles a little too
Prt'=reaching far the safety of their
own burezucrantic positions, and will
nlways asell thedir npembers out if
poseible rathor than allow such
dongercus actions. to take place,

S50LTD. ITY I3 THE KEY

tlenonetroted the forces
arreyat) on eithoer side better than
the bnttle of Sdaltley conl depot.

Desnite the inmporting
of nminers from £l11 over thé ocountry,

oand sone really deternined picketing,
the police succeeded in keeping

the depot gpen for six cdays,

Howevor on thoe seventh dny, the
workers of _irsdinghan intervened,

Ten thousand vorkoers froug Dritish
Luylant; Sl Cerba; Dover,

e

“alisbury Tz
Lucos; EBLiES0GGy
Stcol
rndd noarchad

renissions, Valor,
Dunlop and Pressec
Fisher cane nut on strike
cown to the pieket
line, _y suarter to eleven, the
petes at Scltley were closed,

The power of the Dirmingham labour
navement was instantly decisive.
PIT'D.'F




HINERS FIND OUT WHO THEIIRR FRIENDS ARE.... AND THEIR ENEMIES

It's only in times of trouble that you really find out who your friends
are,,and your enemies. Students, militant trades unionists and
revolutionary organisations all rallied round the niners strike - while
othgrs whose conduct was not so heapfiul, the police, the press and the
union bureaucracy. were anxious to advise the niners ta avaid =uch
undoesireable company.

The pelice = who only became friendly when they werc cutnumbered by the
pleketw — did thedir best to piek out students and known revoluticnaries
from the pilckets with "smateh squads”. Thiey then explained to the
miners  -that these pecople were the real troublenakers and were only thars
ta provoke treuble, The miners knew otherwise. They had not taken lang
ta decide that the real troublempkers were none ather than the pelice
themesalves, Thcy had been the first to put the boot in. It was they
who were preparcd to provoke any amount of trouble in order to help the
senb lorries through the pickets,

The union lesdership - who could have neflc the slrike mmeh easier by
calling for solidarity actions from thoe power-workcrs and others =~ were
nlso hostile to students and revolutienaries, Thc union leaders proved
thermselves to be no friends to tho rest of the working class or to the
niners themselves by using the special cnse arguenent - allowing Carr
and Davias to pretends that they had not been beaten, and that the rcst
of the trade union movencnt would stand no chance of winning the sanme
vietories., Yvt these same burcaucrats worae able to tell their memboers
whn they should and who they should not be frienddy with, Unfaortunately
at Rougeley they succeeded in keeping the I.l..4, fron addressing o unicn
moeoting te whieh they had béen invited by rank and file members.,

i cirecular was sent to all branches warning then that lrotskyvist
+itnfors were using tha strike for their own ends and should not be
fraoternised with., Tnds will surely rchound on the burcaucrats., Jactions
speak louder than words, and the miners will judge for themselves who is
raally on their side,

Trie Birgsingham Evening M::il wrote of "students, building worker strikers
and Mioilsts using thae niners bitterness for thedlr own politieal ends”,
On ather pages they ran their usual sob stories of o0ld age pensionsers
fraezing to death, and the plight of womén in kidnay machines. Aedn
they made a bad niscaloulation in believing that the niners weru so
stunid as to be impressed by this anti-red propasands — especially when
they cnly had to turn over the page to rend anti-strike propaganca.

S0 while trodes unionists everywhere, and espoeially the miners themselvos,

sra celebrating this viectory, it is tc be hopad that soma lessons have
been learnt. We hope that the trade union bureuncrats are no longer
allowed to divide om strupggle from another, and that the spirit and
unity of Snltley will be shown in future battles, ' are confident too,
thet as time goes by, the trades union movenent will come to trust

the capitzlist press less and less, and the ideas of rovolutionaries

norae and owore.
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CLAIMANTS AND UNEMPLOYED JORKERS UNION

The South Birmingham Claimants and Unemployed Workers Union is a
recent development in the Birmingham Claimants Unions, And, as our nans
indicates, we see ourselvs as having more in common with the organised
Trade Union movement than withk the Claimants Unions as they have so far
pxlsted in Birmingham,

We cate intec existance to fight unempleynent and also tao fight for
a higher standard of living for the unenplaoyed, Ve belive that the
individual who finds himself unemployed should not be penalised for it,
He econsider that unenmploymient should not be followed by a drop in incorej
if mociety eannot or will not provide a jobh of work then it should provide
five days pay, It was during this initizl periocd that we devaloped our
special skills and xnowledge in fighting e¢lasins at the Socizl Security
ffice_and at the Labour Zxchange, With these we have been abla to assist
both the unenploved and atrikers in claizming their correct entitlemonts,

A8 an organisation we intend not only to fight individusl elealos i
but also to fight pelitically the systenm that makes claiming necasmssary,
In other words we do not sce unenployvrent es a seperate issue but as an
integral part of a systen based on production for profit rather than for
1S3, And, 1in order. to fight this aysten, it 48 necessary to link with
other forces struggling in our socisty, Link with the Trade Unions and
fié?i unenployment at source:- stop the redundancies and 'rationslisation!
that cause unemploymaent in the first placa,

At lenst as inmportant as anything else¢ we do is the assistance we cen
give to people on strike, The whole point of the governmentsa stratasy, in
zllowing unermployment to rise unchecked, is to defuse industriel struggles
bafors they oocur} to allow thae employers to use the unenployved as =
weapon with which to breask strikes and destroy militancy. Zut,.if the
unenployed are organised, they cannot be used &s scab labour and moreover
they can place at the disposazl of the strikers and Trade Union Branchas
their special skills.in ecldining Social '‘Security benifit, And, in this
way, tarn the governments stretegy against them,

Currently we arve involved with tryving to gain representation on the
Trades Councill and™attenpting to link with individual Trdde Union
,Branches, The Union, if abla to speak at those branches and %o put our
-assesnant of the vUnemployméant situation’ to the majerity of Trade Unionists
in Birmingham, would then be in s position to participate in chazllenging
2 saystem which craates unemplayment,
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off' and send to:-~ 122, Gough Rd,, Zdghaston, Dirminghan 15,

*1 wish to'know more mbout the South B'ham Claimants & unemployed Werkers
Union / International Marxist Group,
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*Delete where inaplicable,




