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One wet cvening in mid-Yebruary, the police rounded up & nvalbor of mon
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cozortod the pickets to itwo further wites to centinue Lhele piclieting.
For collceting money during the stribv, sowe wie chupged wonih gollenting
£onoy with menaces, Nou they are bein; tried on pnovuprapivie ovicoute
collected by Special Braunch and on tue Lasis of fectiuonics i woniho

after the evenio Needleus to say, the cite ageats unu irtiuidated

{the vorkers with a shotpgun are not appearing in courie



CONSPIRACY = INTIMIRATION “

As for the conspiracy charges, many an innocent person who has
nevertheless pleased guilty in Court will tell you that a conspiracy
charge is nothing more than crude intimidation. To prove it in court,
all the prosecution has to do is allege that you ‘'intended' to do
something, regardless of whether you are charged with doing it or not,
It carries an unlimited sentence. The police use this every day as a
makeweight: that is you are given a main charge plus conspiracy, énd
the police will promise to drop the couspiracy charge on condition
you 'admit' to the main charge., So,; even before you get to thé Court,
you are fuced with a choice of pleading puilty or facing an indefinite
gsentence, The Tolpuddle Martyrs, to take the most “wmous example,
were transported for 'conspiring' to form an illesa. association

(a trade union) under the Combination A:ts,

"GOOD LAWS' AND "BADLAWS"

The ruling class are fond of tryiny tu zonfuse workers struggles by
using the Courts to draw a line ketweorn those workers wio picket
'peacefully® or protest 'peacefully’ <ven when faced with armies of
police and lorry loads of scabs, und those who fight force with force,
This scrupulous moral concera 1is uct however applies by the ruling
class to its own activities in the cluss struggle. This has been shown .

time and time agein. For example, lust month, at St. Thomas' Hospital



site in London, a squad of pulice waded into a picket line to let
through a special police-style van loaded with scab labour, It was
unfortunately not possible for the pickets to distinguish the
'violent' policemen from the "nonviolent' policemen, as they were
being thrown &cross the road, Neitrher did they have any Courts to which
they ¢ould bring the culprits for trial. In the miners strike last
year, pickets found themselves faced not only with videpnt police, but
scab lorry drivers driving ccal at 50 mph through the line with the
open connivance of the police {(one miner was killed in this way).,
When the miners at Dover decided to tsst the neturality of the law
by vomplaining to the Direcior ot Public Prosecutions about a lorry
driver wielding iron bars to get through picket lines, he simply
staceds ":i% would be necessary...bto prove that the truck driver
carried the bar with the intention of using it to infure.... i do
not thervlore propose to take «uy action in the matter', No doubt
che capiialist press has ne intention of causing injury either when
1t incites the "public" to utisll railwsymen, hosplital workers and
other srrikeru. The simple foci is that the ruling class claim a
sole right to violence in the class struggle under cover of 'law and
order?®, Workers in all countries have learned this ffom practical
experierce, An exemple taken itom one of the first big strikes of
the 1950%e in the United States shows the naked use of force by the
gtate forees and organised scabs: This incident occured during the

Toledos Auto-Lite streike in Fay *uib:
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'On May 23, there were more tnan 10,000 on the picket iines, County
deputies with tear gas guns were lined up on the plant rcof., A strike
picket, Miss Alma Hahn, had bszen struck on the head by a bolt hurled
from a plant window and had been taken to the hospital. By the time
100 more cops arrived, the workers were tremendously incensed, Folice
began roughing up individual pickets pulled from the line... Suddenly
a barrage of tear gas bombs was hurled from upper factory windows, A%
the same time, company employees armed with iron bars and clubs dregged
a fire nose into the street and clayed water on the crowd, The strike
sympathisers replied with bricks, as they choked from ms fumes and
fell back,

But they retreated only to refcurm their ranks. The police charged
and swung their clubs trying o clear a path for the scabs, The
workers held their gound and :oughi back. Choked by the tear gas
fired from inside the plant, it was the police who finally gave up
the battle., Then the frousand: <! pickets laid siege to the plant,
determined to maintain thelir picicet line,

Then followsd one of the most smaving battles in US labour history.
The Marines had landed in the of the National Guard... On May 24,
the guardsmen fired point-blark ivto the Auto-Lite gtrikers ranks,
killing two and wounding 5. ou. ,000 workers returned &t dusk
to renew the tottle,” (ppecl 4 Lunovars Gilant Step, ar: Frice,

Pioneer Press)

ARMY , NEXT Sur'

Thus when the state finds it smpossible to destroy resistaznce by
clubs and tear gas, the army s brought in to shoot down the workers.
It wonid be a mistaks to thine this has happened only in the U.S.A.,
or ig Western Europe., In Briv.ix roo, openly armed repression hes
been used: notanly during the ot:ikes in the Scuth Weles coalfields

priov to the First World War, w2 during the merches of the unemployed
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workers in the 19%0s when aeveral men were killed in Liverpooul,

Birkenhead, South Wales, and slsewhcres

Finally, when the strength of the working class hinges for a moment
on the courage of individual leaders, these too will be arrested,
beaten and even killed by the state. The pricons of the interna-~

tional capitalist class have beon filled with such men and wolen,
NEW STAGE

Today, in Britain, we have moved into a new stage of the class struggle,
In order that the working class emerges victorious it is necessary

to learn again the lessons of the pust. We must prepare ourselves

very seriously for the attacks of the ruling class which will
inevitably grow more amd more vicious. And these aitacks on worker s
and their leaders will take botn "legal' and 'illegal' public ard

secret forms. As yet, the worling class in this country is not 1in

a position to destroy the crucd Toroos of the capitalists or crente
Courts with which to bring then to triale So, for the moment we must
look seriously Lo the task oi deferding ourselves from the state vy

all means necessiry.
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WHAT PREPARATIONS ARE THE RULING CLASS MAKING?

The arrest of the Shrewsbury 24 chould not be thought of as just an
isolated incident, For the ruling class it is a test case and a
warning to the working class in the struggles to come, If they are
allowed to convict the Shrewsbury men, it will open the way for the
police to beat up, intimidate and frame who they like, as an alterna-

tive to the cumbersome and unpopular Industrial Relations Act,

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT

The Industrial Relations Act - ifself the beginning of a serious
attempt to bring the Courts directly to bear on the unions, is -
universally hated by the working class. So the Government have avoided
using it in the styrikes against Phase 2 for fear of provoding the sort
of mass response which was seen over the Pentonville Five., Such a
mass respouse could have developed into the General Strike (which the
TUC has refused to contemplate}, but which could have smashed through
the Pay Laws. Instead, the Government put the Act in cold storage and,
defeated one section of workers after another in the fight over Fhase
2 by simple determination, knowing that the leaders would not co-
ordinate their pay claims., Bui while all this has been going on,

and now Scanlon feels safe enough tou offer concessicns on the Act,

the Govermment. has given the green light for a different type of
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WHAT PREPARATIONS ARE THE RULING CLASS MAKING?

The arrest of the Shrewsbury 2% chould not be thought of as Jjust an
isolated incident., For the ruiing class it is a test case and a
warning to the working class in the struggles to come, If they are
allowed to convict the Shrewsbury men, it will open the way for the
police to beat up, intimidate and frame who they like, as an alterna-

tive to the cumbersome and unpopular Industrial Reiations Act,

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT

The Industrias Relations Act - itself the beginning of a serious
attempt to bring the Courts directly to bear on the unions, is -
universally hated by the working class. So the Government have avoided
using it in the strikes agains® Phase 2 for fear of provoding the sort
of mass response which was seen over the Pentonville Five., Such a
mass response could have developed into the General Strike {(which the
TUC has refused to contemplate), but which could have smashed through
the Pay Laws. Instead, the Goverument put the Act in cold storage and,
defeated one section of workers after another in the fight over Fhase
2 by simple determination, knowing that the leaders would not co-
ordinate their pay claims. But while all this has been going on,

and now Scanlon feels safe enough to offer concessions on the Act,

the Government has given the green light for a different type of



represssion, Now we see prosecuiion of pickets under the laws of

1875 rather than those of 1972, plus, of course, the systematic
strengthening of the police force. Thney hope the use of these old
laws will do part of the job of the I.R. Act, because workers will

see them as somehow “"different! from the new courts and legislation,

PICKETING CENTRAL

Even though there have been setbacks on the pay ont, we must not
let the state get awsy with this uew attack. ns flying picket is
one thing which the employers and the Government are more frightened
of than all the empty rhetoric of the trade unicn leaders., It has
played a big role in winning over the active sympathy of other groups
of workers in big strikes, such us the miners strike, when the union
leaders refuse; to do anything c{fective by way of solidarity. The

flying picket can decide the fiate ot 2 strike, and this the Eritish

capitalists cannot tolerate, espuciaslly at the present time,
Intimidating the picket is a number opne priority for them. And we
should not imagine that because thevre have been victories for the
Government over Phase 2, that ihe state will retreat, The class
struggle like war, is not conduricd according to the Geneva Conven-
tions., The Government will seck io press home its advantage by

systematic physical and legal ascoults on workers, Defending plokets

should be a number one priority for use




NEW FORCES

To do this, a new type of police forece 16 being butl® ur.  In 1965

under the Labour Government, the 21 Patrol Croup wos created.

"

This organisation 18 designed to full o gupe On the one hand they

¢

had the regular police (incyreasiiyly unible to dent with the trade

union movement) and on the other e ormy {which is satficiently
organised, but whose use would provoke a massive reponse from the
working class). The SPG is smell, high mobile, trained 1n all the
necessary military techniques ¢f the army, and ail the sane time able
to appear as just anotner part =i the police. Recently it has been

3

strengthened and was sntroduced i the world with the gunning down

of two Pakistani workers at the Taia Hign Conend nine  Then it was
turned on the pickets at Si. Thovas's hospltal cite, Full dockers
14 1 %

and other picket lines,

UNION NON-LEADFRSHIP

As usual, the trade union Jead oo tove avoided this tnorny and
dangerous subject of repression, tne aost despicabtle example 18

the Shrewebury case, The two muin anions invelved here, UCATT |

and the T & GWl, at first grom. o) legal aid to Lhe prillding workerse

But then, a week before their -~ .o nearing on the 15th March, When

thousunds of dockers, steelwor 7o o ruriding workers downed tools,




the offer was withdrawn. The men were told that a one-day stoppage
would do "“a great disservice to the union"., Clearly, the union
leadership hoped that the men would admit to the charges, thus
preserving the ‘respectability? of the unions and freeing them, from
any chance of having ‘conspiracy' charges iaid against the union for
their official policy. If the demands ans aspirations of the workers
can be satisfied within capitalist society, the union leaders reason,
then the capitalist state has tc be presented as a ueutral body which
can be used by either side in the struggle. Everything is played
according to the °'rules®, The state, arbitrates between the hostile
classes, and both sides are all very ‘respectable®, Thus it is that
when the ruling=class breaks 1ts own rules, the union leaders pretend
to themselves that such things don't really happen. So the men must
have been guilty after all., The men are criminals who overstepped
the law which is there to defend us all, 1t is all nothing to do

with trade unionism,
NOTHING DOWE

Neither our famous leaders nf the T & G end the UCATT, or the eminent
TUC, have done anything at all over the Shrewsbury case. Despite the
massive show of solidarity on March 15th, despite the thousands of

police who oruupied Strewsbury tor the day, and in the faze of the

campaign which is being begun by rank and file bodies up and down the
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country, they have to this day refused even financial assistance.

And of course\}gﬁg§££i§£ action in response to state repression is
not exactly their strong point, even when the Industrial Relations
Act is used. Bui when conducted through the criminal lawe.ee these

gentlemen are nowhere to be seern,

QUR TASKS,

Both financial and industrial support for the Shrewsbury workers is
critically important, All budies of the labour movement should
make donutions to the men even 1f the trade union bureaucracy does
decided to give the building workers legal aid. Then the Shrewsbury
workers will be able to chose belween money given with the aim of
getting them to plead guilly and money given them out of uncondi-
tional ¢lass solidarity. But more important still, of course, is
decisive industrial action io get the charges dropped and stop

the vicious attacks of the state,

WHO HAS STRENGTH?

No more convincing proof could be given that the law is a matter

of who has strength rather than a classless machine, than the fact




that the release of workers on trial has been achieved many times
through industrial action., In 1990 a Llancashire miner called
Horrocks was sent to jail for breach of contract in leading a
strike at Sutton colliery., Sympathy strikes spread rapidly and
he was released after two days., Commital orders on another 50
miners were subsequently dropped. The threat of a Scottish

coal strike by the NUM was sufficient to gain the release of the
Longannet miners last year, And of course, finally, the struggle
over the Pentonbille Five was the nmozt convincing demonstration
of all that the law is a farce, s the Government fished around
and dag up screbody called the "0ffisial Solicitor' to get them
of £ the hooke The Tate of & worker 1a a court is not determined
by mome pieve of paper called "ihe law® but by the balance of class
forces, A massive campaigo ol industrial action is needed to ger.

the discharge of the Shrewsbury mei,
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PREPARE _NOW

In this period we must be prepared for every similar case of
repression., If we fail, the ruling class will bress ite advan-
tage. The trade union bureaucracy has proved hopeless, even

on the fight against the Industrial Relations Act. Rank and
file workers must therefore be politically armed and crganised
to respond. It is not Just a matter of mobilising once workers
appear in court or are threatened with imprisonment. We have to
make it a thousand times harder for the police 1o attack by a

campaiga in the labour movemen: for a programme for effective

defence of pizkets,

There arc a number of important things which can be done.

First, it is essential to rememboer that the police, Special

Branch and other agents of reprceszion are centrally lead,

They are highly mobije while ut the same time any internal
organisational probiems they may have are concealed from

public gaze. It is possible for the police to concentrate very
large forses against ome picket line, without any advance
warning of where they are going to strike. This enables them
to appear a thousand times stronger than they actually are.

In this way, the poiice can tluff workers into submission by
giving the impressicn that encrmunsly greater force could be
used than is actually possible, The police tried this at

Sal tley last year, But in this "ase thelr source of strength



was revealed as a source of weakness. When thousands of
workers from all over Birmingham struck and joined thepicket
lines, thus calling the police bluff, the Saltley depot had

to close,

BASIC DEFENCE

But in order to be in a position to expose this actual
weakness of the police and so defeat them, it is vital that

the labour movement achieves the same sort ¢ central organ
isation as the agents of the capitalist state. Organisations
such as Trades Coumcils should create action committees to co-
ordinate the defence of picket lines. Since the need can arise
for such action in a matter of hours it is essentisl that such
committees should comprise delegates from all the factories and
work places - not just branch officials. If Trades Councils

or the dominant unions in a given area will not do this, then
the other forms of organisatiun must be created which will do
the job. But in any case workers should demand that the unions
make all their resources available for this. These measures

should be made basic matters of principle for the trade unions.,

CAPITALIST CRISIS

But we must also recognise that because the need to mttack
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_pickets and demoralise the rank and file leadership of the

’JWQrklmg ¢lass is not the result of a particularly ‘bad!

goverument, It flows from the need of the ruling class to
drasticvally increase the rate at which they exrloit the
labour of the workers, for the British capitalists profits
are in a desperaie condition. We must, therefore, be pre-
péred for more sophisticated attacks even if we were able to

fight off the present wave. And this can take more violent

forms . The morale of the DBritish Army is so bad and the
¢risis of British imperialism in Ireland so deep, that it
wonld be very dargercus for the ruling class to use troops
against the unions at the present time. But if the workers
beat off the rulling class political and economic offensive
then they will umdoubtedly be used at some stage znd almost
certainly in any general strike as was the case in 1526,
This 1s why it 1s necessary now to break with the idea that
because the police are arm:d w.th truncheons, ri-zketes should
not be. Selfedefence of pickelw is tre only c¢ffective way

to deal with the police, tre srcabs and 'urofliicial' armies.

)

Not to take this step whers suitable is to leave workers
unpreparced ior a real show of armed force by the state - a
show o force which car tn. iy shatter the workers

ETIUGRILF .
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This lesson has been learnt once on the Clyde in 1919 when
the wave of strikes undertaken in solidarity with working class
leaders such as Gallacher and McLean, who were on trial were

rapidly brought to an end by the army occupation of Glasgow.

Conscious preparation of pickets capable of taking on the

. police on their ownterms played a big role in the many strikes
which took place in the USA during the Thirties. Even when

s National Guardsmen had been @lled in to shoot strikers, the
meticulous organisation and deployment of the workers forces
was able to overcome these attempts at demoralisation by the
state. Farrell Dobbs in his book 'Teamster Rebellion' deg-
cribés some of the planning =mnd organisation which went into

the Minneapolis Teamsters strike of 1934:

''A big garage building at 190C Chicago Avenue was rented to
serve as an operational headquarters. Besides its capacity
to handle picket mobilisations, the building was large enough
for a commissary, the necessary offices, and a mechanical
repair department., It was also to house a field hospital..ss
(so that those injured by pclice and armed scabs would not be
arrested in state hospitals). A garage had been rented because
the strike would be a mobile one, with expanded use of the
cruising picket squads which had been developed during the
coal strike. In that department, charts of the city were
being made up, picketing instructions drafted, and picket
captains selectedeescese
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"1The union's approach to the unemployed workers brought
spectacular results, Hundreds upon hundreds of jobless
poured into the strike headquoriers, volunteering their
services. A significant number of college students pitched
in to help the union. A majority of the city's population
proved sympathetic to the strike and soon a spontaneocus
intelligence service was in operation. People telephoned
reports of scab activities, aund other information was mailed
in anonymousiy. Typists slipped in an etra carbon to make
a copy for the union when a boss dictated something they
fell the strikers chould know aboUtbeess

''Up to naw the workers had gore about their activities
barehanded; but they found that attempts to exercise their
right to pickel peacefully wsre being repressed with pelice
clubs amd blackjacks. They decided to take steps to enforce
their democratic right to prevent scabs from grabbing their
jobs. It would have been a taciical blunder for members

of an isolated vanguard to attempt measures such as the
strikers were abou! fo take, lney would only get clobbered
by the police. In this case, however, the means used in
self-defence had their origiv in a spontaneous meood that

had teen generated by capitalist repreSsionses.All day
Sunday the ztrikers aquipped themselves for battle; Base-
ball bats appeared, garden brses were cut into short lengths..
to maike improvised helmets, heawy cardboards were stuffed
into the swealbands of hats. A fellow striker would be
asked to test it owt with a «lub, andif the result was

negative, more cardhoard would ke addede'!
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THE SHREWSBURY CAMPAIGN: WHAT WE MUST DO

The Shrewsbury 24 come up again for hearing om April 25th, Last month,
the police blécked off Shrewsbury, depriving those on trial of the
support of thousands of their fellcw workers who had come to demonstrate
outside the Court. This time, we must muke sure that huge delegations

are sent to Shrewsbury on that day,

We must also campaign in the labour movement for sclidarity strikes

on that day. The Court have fixed the second hearing for a day on
which building workers in many areas are covered by an agreement which
deprives them of three days pay if they are absent from work on the
25th (the previous two days are paid holidays). This makes solidarity

by workers outside the building industry even more urgent.

In addition of course, a key aspect of the campaign must be the

collection of funds to pay legal fees.

A mass campaign of industrial action, meetings and demonstrations up
and down the country can force the state to drop their charges before
the men are sent to the High Court. The Government must be shown

that it has not won the decisive victory over the working class which

it is now claiming.
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The IMG see the Shrewsbury case as a key test in the class struggle,

the outcome of which will affect the relation of forces on the picket
lines up and down the country in the future., And since we are likely
to see a pattern of bitter local sirikes over the summer, the strength

of the picket lines will become key,

The IMG intends to take all possible opportunities to mobilise for
the 25th. In those places where we have comrades in the building
trade such as in Edinburgh and Rotherham we are pushing for strike
action, helping to organise coaches of workers and students to go to
Shrewsbury and in Rotherham moving that the UCATT joint shop stewards
committee produce a special bulletin for mass distribution, In
Sheffield we are initiating moves through the AUEW for & meeting on
the 18th April of workers representatives throughout the area to
plan action and delegations to Shrewsbury. In the Oxford Council of
Action we have campaigned on this issue and the delegates to the
Council of Action have committed themselves to gaining support in
their various union branches, In the midlands we are fighting for

a co-ordinating committee to be set up to conduct the campaign,

And of course those comrades holding positions in Charter, the rank
and file building workers organisation, are doing everything possiblé
to get Charter to conduct a campaipgn., We also intend to fight within
London conference against the Freeze and against the Government on

April 14th for a plan of action on Shrewsbury, We call for every
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other political crganisation in the working class to take Shrewsbury
seriously and meke it a priority campaign for their forces in the

unions at the present time,

ALL organisations of the labsur moevement, Trades Councils, union

shoulder to the

ot TR

branches, action coumittess efo, wusi put their

wheel,
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THE INTERNATI:
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MARXIST GROUP
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The 1nteruarlonAL Mapxist Gooup o @ revolutionary scudalist organisation
wiich believes that the utraggie o the trade unions agiainst the
cuployers aud against tue predio: Tory govermment is voupletoly ine-
ceporable from the straggle agu.ust the entive system of caplialisn,
e fherefwve Sapport cvery stryporie against that syoren ond ite
eifects, incvluding «vory strus crodssue or wages dnd condibions,
vhe mxuu;;h of bla s J;;;a.irmi the Zvougple o women againos
oppressivn aud thne struggle of Jun people against Britich ruio.

Vle believe, however, ihaih all Struggles cun only we brought to
success if linked to & gemneral soratepy of navionalisotion of all AR T
industry and the establishwent o vorkers concrol.  fu additin, as the
struggle against capitalism is 40 onternational one, ve are wombers of
the Fourch Tntersational, To aihiecve 'nose ends 1% uorks within all
the organisations o1l ihe workine 5 and welsomes se-operation wviti
auy group oy individual on any o »oissaes for wiith we camnpaiga,
in this way ws= pelicvv both ihe crornby of revoluilonary cociolint
ideas cun be seen v pracilics, «nd an organisarion cun be built which
will be abie to jigun ait pares -7 vhe Lapitalist stacte, The LHG

has produced a series of aprticios in ois aewopaper, ihie Red Mole

on the buildlicy indnstey and in oo i iar on Lhe Lunmp,  For furthee
details obout these and otner G l,vii.es of the IMG 1111 in the foruw
below,
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