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EDITORIAL NOTE

The following draft statutes are as they were presented to the delegates
8th World Congress of the Fourth International.

The references, therefore, in the preface to the '"definivive adoption' by
delegatas refers to that congress.

In actual fact these statutes will be discussed throughout ths sections of
the International betseen now and the 9th World Congress (Yo be h:id later
this year)) where they will be adopted, modified or rzjecved according to
the results of these discussions and thav at the congress.



PREFACE

When the Fourth International was founded in 1938, the
statutes that were adopted were rather brief. In essence, they
outlined the genersl lines the movement should follow in working
out its rules and regulations.,

In 1948 these statutes underwent considerable extension
at the second world congress. They were amplified in detail 1o
correspond with the needs of the time. As 2 result, the centraliast
side of democratic centralism received heavy emphasis.,

Seventeen years have passed since them, with such major
events being recorded ns the wictory of the Chinese and Cuban
revolutions and the break-up of the Stalinist monolith. The need
to take sccount of these happenings and their effect on the task
of building the Fourth International hes been felt for sone time.
Many sectors of the Trotskyist movement have also felt that
greater emphesis should be placed in the statutes on the democratic
side of democratic centralism.

To meet these needs, the Tnited Secretarint has prepared
s proposed draft for consideration of the delegntes 2t the coming
world consress.

"he United Secretariat does not propose definitive adoption
of this draft by the delegates. It recommends instecd that the
draft be referred to the sections for further consideration and
suggestions before it is placed on the agenda for definitive
adnption =t the succeeding congress. Pending final decision,
the Tnited Secretarist recommends that the propesed statutes be used
onh an interim basis,
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(Proposed Drafi)

Preamblg

I.

In advancing and defending the historic interests of the world
proletariat, the Fourth International stands on the programme and
organizational concepts of revolutionary Marxism represented 1n thelr
time by the First, Second and Third internationals,

The First International, founded in London in 186, declared

in the preamble to its Rules and Administrative Regulations, adopted
in 1866: | -

"Considering,

"That the emancipation of the working classes must be con-
quered by the working classes themselves; that the struggle for the
emancipation of the working classes means not a struggle for class
privileges and monopolies, but for equal rishis and duties; and the
abolition of all class rule;

"That the economical subjection of the man of labour to the
monopoliser of the means of labour, that is the sources of life, lies
at the bottom of servitude in all its forms, of all social misery,
mental degradation, and politicesl dependence;

"That the economical emancipation of the working classes 1s
therefore the great end to which every political movement ocught 1o
be subordinate as a means;

"That all efforts aiming at that sreat end have hitherto
failed from want of solidarity between the manifold divisions of labour
in each country, and from the absence of a fraternal bond of union
—etween the working classes of different countries;

nThat the emancipation of labour is neither a loc2l, nor a
national, but a social problem, embracing all countries in which
modern society exists, and depending for its solutlon on the concurr-~
ence, practical and theoretical, of the most advanced countries;

"That the present revival of the working classes in the most
industrious (industrialized) countries of Europe, while it ralses a
« hoce, glves solemn warning against a relapse into the old errors,
i ~21ls for the immediate combinatin of the still disconnected
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The First "nternational wros unable to obtain the historic
objective which it hrd set out to achieve, Farx and ngels and
+heir collrborators could not save the orgenisation from disinte-
gration due to the defeat of the Peris Commune in 1871,2nd
centrifugal tendencies set up by anapchist rroupings within 1ts

ranks. Nevertheless the First International set an imperishnble
excmple in the task of uniting the working class on a world-wide
scale in the struggle for o socialist society.

The banner and programme. of the First International were
teken up by the Second International, founded in Paris in 1889
under the solemn pledge to carry on the work begun in 1864.
In the following decades the Second International gave a socialist
political education to great masses of workers, particularly in

Furope, and established powerful parties in ~» number of countries.

But copitalism was still rising; and with the opening of
its imperialist stage, was able to broaden =nd intensify its
exploitive system sufficiently to grant substantial reforms to
the toiling masses in the industrially rdvanced countries. '

Thus, primerily in the imperinlist countries, = whole social
layer appezred, the "labour aristocracy", z stratum of workers
inbued with illusions about reforming capitalism and winning
soci=lism gradually by means of the ballot., Theoretical expression
for these illmgions was provided by revising Ilarxism. The -
conservatism of the "labour aristocracy", expressed by the right-
wing rooted in the bureaucracy of the organisation, led to the
degeneration of the Second International as a revolutionary
formation, Upon the outbreak of the first vorld ¥War in 1914,
the 8Second International proved to be B mere federation that
broke up under the impact of the crisis. The majority of the
leaders of the national parties composing the federation
betreyed the intern~tionalist socislist programne and their own
solemn, oft-repeated pledges, ending up by providing the
decisive political support neaded by their own capitalist classes
to block the revolutionary aspirations of the masses following
Jorld ¥ar I

The Third International, founded in 1919 in “oscow, restored
the principles of proletarian internstionalism and revolutionary
Merxism, applying them to the period of the death agony of
capitalism. Its statutes declared:

"The Communist International aims at srmed struggle to overthrow
the international bourgeoisie and create an international republic
of Soviets{councils) as the first stage on the road to complete
liquidation of any government regime. 7The Communist International
considers the dictatorship of the proletariat to be the only
svailable means to save humanity from the horrors of capitalism.
And the Communist Internnational considers the power of Soviets to
be the form of the dictatorship of the proletariat imposed by
history.
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"The Communist International supports, completely
and without reservation, the conquest of the grest proletarian
revolution ir Russia, the first victorious socialist revolution
in history, and calls on the world proletsriat to take the same
road. The Communist Internstional nledges to suppori by every
means within its capacity any sociclist republic no matter where
it is established.™

But the Third International degenerated like the
Second, 2lthough from gquite different causes,

Due to its success in leading the first proletarian
revolution, the Russian Communist party became the dominant
section of the Third International. DBecause this revolution
occurred in a backwzard country where it was extremely difficult
to repair the damngem of the imperinlist war and the following
civil war, and to increase the productivity of the econony
sufficiently in a short period to overcome the enormous
shortogzes of consumers' goods, 2 bureaucracy =arose., On account
of the delay in the nroletarian revolution in other countries
and the growinz political apathy of the Russian workers, the
bureaucracy managed to usurp control of the Societ state apparatus
and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Through this control,
the Third Internstional was converted into an instrument
limited to defending the narrow diplomatic interests of the
Soviet bureaucracy at the expense of the brosd interests of the
world revolution,

The struggle against the Stalinist deformation of
Lenin's policies hegun on & national scale in Russia in 1923,
by Leon Trotsky and tve Left Opposition, developed until 1928
when, as the Interna ional Left Opposition, it was extended on a
world-wide scale under the name "International Ceommunist League".
Despite the buresucratic expulsions carried ot by the Stalinist
faction 2zainst the oppositionists in all the secdtions of the
Comintern, despite the grolings and murders in the USSR, the
Internationnl Communist Lezgue held that it was still possible to
reform the Comintern, viewing itself as only an opposition,
trying to gain reinstatement in the various national sections.

But in 1933 when the powerful German Communist larty
capitulated, under Stalin's guidance, in face of Mitler's drive
for power and permitted the German proletariat to be defeated and
decimated without the slightest effort at a united and organised
strugele, it was clear that it was no longer possible to reform the
Conmintern. In September 1933 the International Left Opposition
1led for construction of a2 fourth International, Under the guidance
on Trotsky, tlie ‘ovement for the Fourth International achieved
t & founding monference held in furope in 1938, Five
r, Sta%in dissolved the remn=znts of the Third International,

{

I

A SECREE U B O
¢

‘
(o3 Hiy U

v N

Iy

i uy (D
O
:

(1 pa

b~
M

t



=

is heir to the troditions and principles of revolutionary
avyxism and proletarisn internmetionslism, the Fourth International
anéertock the task of carrying forward the work begun by the
Pirst, Second and Third internstionals- construction of the
leadership needed by the working class to overturn capitalism and
open the way to socialism.

I1

The level of economic development required to £0
beyond capitalism to a higher form of society hes already been
achieved by humanity. On a global scale, tue premises exis?d
for the socialist organisation of society, for planned world-wide
production directly linked to the broad needs of humanity rather
+han the chaotic production of capitslism wiicha 1is dehumanised by
the nim of profit-making for the benefit of = minute class of
exploiters.

In a certain sense cenitalism has hecone overripe for
socizlism. A8 2 historic punishment for net yet hoving achieved
socialism, humanity hss had to pay ° fearful cecst. This includes
two world wars with their tens of millions of dend and immense

nterisl destructions the endemic thrent of fescism which hes
slre=dy disclosed its features in countries like Jermsny, italy
and Spain; the repeated bloodletting inflicted upon the coclonial
sress by imperinlism;  the ever more owlnous threat of 2 tiird
world war in which the use of nuclear weapons could desiroy
civilisation if not, as the atomic scientists wearn, m=nking itself

~nd 211 the histrer forms of life on this planet.

The bro-d masses have repentedly rejected this -
verspective. In the aftermnth of the Jecond World iar, “estern
urope witnessed a revolutionnry upsurge thaet could essily hove
brought the Socisl Democratic and Communist narties to npower,
wad the buresucratic leaderships not decided instesd to save
crpitalism once more. In the colonial world, country ~fter
country became the scene of uorisings. Jlere the strength of the
masses, the weakness of world capit~lisn; and the relntive
militancy and capacities of the lesdership were such as 0 maxe
vossible the great victories of the Chinese Revolution in 1949
«nd the (uban Revolution ten years later, Coupled with the
victory of the Soviet Union in ‘orld "ar 1I, the successful
Yuszoslev Revolution and the rppesrance of a mumber of new WOrkers
states in Eastern Furope snd the Far Fast, the world relstionship
of class forces =altered to the disadventage of imperislisme

It iz cuite clear thait socialist revolulions in o few
more colonial or semicolonizl countries or in any industrially
~dvanced country woull spell *the repid end of cansitnlism. his
is the situ~tion precisely whern the Tnited States, as the inheritor
of +he colonizl empires of the uropean capitalist powers and the
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ingtrunents of destruction outstrivning bty far the

i 1dest dreams of past congueors, visualises doninsting he entire
errth. The very nearness of the final socinlist wictory, coupled
with the rise of the United States =2g =2 malignant "super" world
power, has compounded the crisis in proletariarn lendership faced
hy the working cless . for a number of decades.,

The crisis in proletarisn lendership is mnde still more

acute by the fact that the Sowiet Union has not yet recovered

the attractive image it had in the days of Lenin and Trotsky.

7ith proletarisn democracy still to be reestablished through a
political revolution, the Soviet Union continues to suffer from

4 blisht of buresucratic rule. Stalin's heirs have proved to he no
better than their master despite their denuncistion of sone of
morst evils of his time. In the footsteps of Stalin they =dvance
"peaceful coexistence" as a substitute for Leninism, "Polycentrism"”,
o new substitute for internationalism, is becoming increasingly
cormon among the Comrmnist parties as a modern version of the
centrifugal tendencies that destroyed the Second International.

Sectors of the Communist movement under the influence
of Mao Tse~-tung have advanced biting criticisms of the revisionism
and illusions in "peaceful coexistence" fostered hy tue Soviet
bureaucracy, but have not offered = genuine Warxist-Leninist
alternative. The clearest evidence of this is Mao's fallure
to follow Lenin in the field of proletwian internationalism.

A decade and a half after the victory of the Chinese Revolution,
Yiao preoccupied himself with refurbishing the imoge of Stalin.

Te leaders of the Cubzn evolution have c¢ome much
closer to Lenin's precepts by continually holding up their own
development of the class strucsle as an exarple for other countries
in seeking to defeat imperialism and end copitalism. These
leaders are the first contingents of a new generation of revolution
-igts belonging to a different tradition than the school of
Stalinism and the Socisl Democrscy which blocked the world .
revolution for so meny decades.

But as yet the Cnban Revolution has not found its
proper international organisational expression, The Cuban leaders
heve remained silent about the conecrete task of building an
international organisation.

Nevertheless, the very defence of the Cuban Revolution,
1like the defence of the Russian snd Chinese revolutions snd the
iefence of all the workers states, logically calls for construction
® an internationnl organisation, In face of the counter-
~avolutionary pressure emanating from imperialism, he wor<ing-

~2ss congrests must be extended until the entire capitrlist
~z~ is itself licguidated. To unite and properly orzanise
: irserntional struggle, to imbue it with the best fichting
s-imi- -rd -rovide it with a correct revolutionary- jarxist

-
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—~t- 4 -zpopry =nd historic eomerience confirm this concluslon.

The politics =nd economy of capitalism, iis anrket,
its crises, its wars- all have an international chsrecter.
““sver before has this been so plain as today. The revolution Ty
s2rty thet seeks to overturn capitalism musgt alsc ke interantion=l.
Just as socislism cannot be renlised in one country without a
world revolution, so no revolutionary national grouping can develop
completely without a world party.

Such a world party, such an international, cannot =2t
211 be a mere assccistion of national parties having contradictory
programmes, held together merely by locose ties, an associction of
federative or "polycentrist" character. It mbst hewve a common
internationsl progrzmme which the national perties adapt to The
particular problems of their country. Feither the temporary
adherence of the revolutionary masses, nor msterial power, whether
derived from a2 massive bureaucracy or control of a state, nor a
dynamic organisation, nor intense sctivity, nor the most detailed
statutory safeguards can szve an internay 1onal that has seriously
devisated [rom the principles of reveluticonary "arxisii.

The Fourth International, direct heir of «oll that was
revolutionary in the First, Second nnd Third interrctionsls,
stands on 2 programme that has met the test of history. Its
programme includes the documerts of the first four consresses
of the Communist International of Lenin and Trot°<"° the
progremmatic documents of the International Left Cpnositions the
iovement for the Tourth Internationsl; the Transition Frogramme
adonted at its own founding conference in 1938, The Desth Agcony of
Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth International; the xey
documenis of the world Trotskyist rovement since then.

Thus armed, it will inevitebly find ite way to the
toiling masses on 21l continents, establishinz the preat
revolutionary internrtionsl party which alone can gegide mankind to
the world wictory of socialism,

III

i party begins with o programpre which it converts into
an ormanised structure of hwmnn beings seeking & comnon nolitical
2051, The international nature of capitslism requires the wor roing
clzss 1o =sdvance n nrogramme of internstionsl =scopes; similarly the
international noture of tre working cless demands orgenis—tion of
its revolutionary perty on sn international scale. The sirstegy
of its party must be globval, teking into account =1l the major
nroblems facing the working class and co-ordinzating nll the major
efforts to solve them. Fro:: this international strategy flows



S o

naticnal tactics, adspted to the specific peculiarities -of each
country. This interns.tional approach constitntes iz best school
for educeting the national leaderships that must be built as the
key link for final victory in the world revolution. 4 world-wide
organisation and a centralised internmational leadership are clearly
called for.

That is why the Fourth International is governed by the
principles and practices of democratic centralism both intern~ntionally
and nstionally, meaning that the greatest possible democracy is
practised in internal discussion in working out a political line,
whether on an international or a national scale, while the firmest
discipline is followed in applying this line once it has bheen
decided on by majority vote. This is not merely a preferred
methods it is an organisational principle. In accordance with the
tradition established by the Bolsheviks under Lenin, the Fourth
Internstional has nothing in common with the concepts exemplified
by the reformist and centrist organisations, which consist of
a loose association of autonemous national parties or groups
(including sometimes several groups in one country) with conflicting
political lines,

Such orzanisational concepts derive, in the first
analysis, from the pressure of the capitalist class. At best they
may meet temporary local, or transitional, needs of the proletsriaty
they are utterly insdequate or positively harmful in meeting tasks
of an historic level.

izainst federalist organisational concepts, the fourth
International stands on the lLeninist concept of a single world
party and a centralised intern-tional leadership. For the Tourth
International, a unified internationalist policy is not & decorative
facede but the genuine axis of its theoretical views and its
polities, requiring a rigorously~formulated ideological frameworKa
The Fourth International is not for democracy in the abstract
but for centralised democracye.

On the other hand, the Fourth Internstional genuinely

believes in and practices proletarian democracy. Its internal

1ife stands in striking contrast to that of the bureaucratised
parties of Stalinist or Social Democratic origin in which all
tendencies or facitions are banned- except the one controlling the
party apparatus. The Fourth International encourages and educates
its members in a critical outlook, teaching them to follow
developaents in other organisations with an open mind. Freedom of
thought serves a practical purpose in the Fourth International=- it
helps assure the highest possible intellectual level among its
cedres, It helvs to safeguard the party from ossification, keeping
i+ recentive to fresh currents and new developments. And it 1is

tva =~g3 efficient way of pooling collective thought and experience,

Twe Tourth International welcomes sympathisers; but
—z-tarsriv, wi4- i3 rights duties and firm discipline is the



prerogative of activists. This provision, drawing a firm line between
members and sympathisers in contrast to reformist and centrist formations,
helps assure that democracy does not degenerate into a mere discussion |
club. It helps at the same time to puarantee sffective control by the
rank-and~file activists over the leadership. As an organisation for
action, the Fourth Intermational views discussion as a means of reaching
correct decisions. |

The Fourth International reaches its political positions in
a democratic way throush regularly-held world congresses where deci=
sions are made on the basis of majority vote., Delegates to the
World Congress are democratically elected by national sections after
a free and democratic discussion on the basis of writien cdocuments
in which every memoer has the right to participate and which the right
to form tendencies is guaranteed.

The Interaational Executive Committee, which is the highest
body between world congresses, is individually nominated and democra=
tically elected by the delepates at world congresses. The Interna-
tional Executive Committee, in turn, elects a secretariat and such
other committees or commissions as it requires to carry out decisions.

The need for a centralised iuntermational lcacdership imposes .
grave responsibilities upcn thoce coruosing 1t; tiuerefore the national
sections do everything possible to provide such leadership, assigning
their best national leaders to this field of duty when occasion
requires 1t.

An international, and the democratic centralism which governs
it, are not created by mere decision, but develop disnlestically
with the advance of the national sections. If the primary base of the
Fourth Irtermabticnzl is an intermaticnal noiitiecel progrirme, its
growth along Jewocrevic cemtralist lines vemalins none -haless linked to
ths growta and reirforcement of ihs national sacticns, their revelu-
tionary political experience and ideclogical hcmogeneity. The political
and moral avthority of the central leading bodies hinges on this as
well as their own activity.

The present sbtatutes of 1965 are based on the preceding
statutes of 1930 and 15LS, which have been amplified or modified
in the light of experience and the present needs of the Fourth Inter-
rationsl. They are not inteénded to be a "definitiva" code but merely
a set of rules subject ©o change at coming congresses, The statutes
da not chand higher thsn the International; they are only one of the
means dssigned to furdher the task of creating a leadership and a
party sble to achisve the decisive victory of socialism,.
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STATOTES

Sectign I

kb

Name~= Objectives-~ Programms

(1) The Tourth International(World Pary of the Socialist
Revolution) is composed of militants who accept and apply its
principley and programme, Organised in separate national sections,
they are united in a single world-wido organisation governed by
the rules and practices of democratic centralAsm,

(2) The aim of the Fourth International is to help
educate and organise the proletvariat end its allies in order
to abolish capitalism, with its oppression, poverty., insecurity
and hloodshed. 17 seeks to establish a World Socialis™ Repnblic
of Workerc and Peasants' Councils, governed by proletarian
democracy. Working class rule of this kind will make possible
the construction of socialism, the first stage toward the coming
classless society of enduring peace, materisl abundance, social
equality, the brotherhocd of man and boundlecs progress mnder a
world-wide scientifically-planned economny,.

(3) The Fourth Internatiocnal seeks to incorrvorate in
its programme the progressive social experiences of hmanity,
maintaining the ccntiruity of the ideoleogical heritage of the

revolutionery Marxist movements It offers to the vanguard of
the international working class the indispensable lzssons to be

drawn from the Qctober 1917 Revolution in Russia, the subseguent
strugele against Stalinist degeneration, and the new revolutionary
developments follering World War II, The Fourth International
stands on the nrogrammatic documents of the first four congresses
of the Thiri Intemmatioconaly +the Internatioral Lelt Oppegitiont
the Movement Tor the Fourth International: ter Transition Programne .

adoptad at its rovnding Congresz in 1938: rhﬁ Death Agony of
Capitalism and the Tasks of tne Fourch Iﬁtern“u1on91~qnd the key

O Wi em— W'

documents of the world ;Lotukylst movcme;t gince then.

{4) The vational sections constitute the basic
organisational units of the Fourth International, The aim of
every naticnal section is to become a mass revolutionary Marxist
party capatle of guiding the class siruggle within the country to
g successful conclusion in a socialist victory. To achieve *his,
the main itask of a2 naticnal section is to build a leadership that
measures vp tc the historic need zand To zonquer mass influencc,
This is the means through which the Fourth International aspires
to achieve its great emancipating goal, since an internaticnal
organisation doer not replilace or substitute for a national
leadership in heading a revolution. Thus the healtihy development
of its national sections is of primary concern to the International
2s a whole,
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Section II

The World Congress

(5} The highest authority of the Fourth International is the
World Congress. Climaxing a democratic process of discussion and election
of delegates among the national sections, the World Congress determines
ihe political line of the International as whole on all programmatic
issues, In questions invclving the national sections, the World Congress
szrves as the final body of appeal and decision.

(6) A World Congress must be held at least every three years
upon call by the Tnternational Executive Committee. The call must be
sssued at least six months in advance of holding the congress, the inter-
vening time constituting the preparatery discussion geriod, A special
world Congress can be convoked at any time by the International Executive
Committee or by one~third of the national sections.

(7) Representation of national secticns at the World Gongress .
is determined in accordance with the numerical strencth of the sections.
The Internationsl Executive Committee workas out & formula on this each
time it convokes a congress, besring in mind the practicsl difficulties
such as the size of the gathering, as well as the need 1O assure democra-
tic recresentation to both the smaller sections and those facing special
problems such as repression. The Internaticnal Txecutive Committee has
the power to recommend that delepates of minority tendancies in naticnal
sections, who would not otherwise be represented at a World Gongress, be
seated with voice. It can also invite prouplngs that are not affiliated
to the Fourth Internstional to send observers to a World Congress. In
both cases, however, it is up to the delegates at a World Congress to
decide whether to approve such recommendations or invitations. The
International Gxecutive Committee 1is responsible for the practical work of
providing a sultable meeting glace for the World Congress as well as
housing delegates, exlisting translators, secretaries, etc.

(8) National delezations, immediately sfter a World Congress,
are required to report back tc their national executive committee, or 1o
a congress of their national- ssciion, in order tc assure the fullest
possible consideration of sdopted documents, thelr early publication, and
the rapid and effectlve undertaking of tasks decided on at the World
Conpgress, In case of differences between a section and the World Longress,
it is the duty of the section 1o loyally carry out the decisicns macde
by the majority at the World Congress, nc matter how serious the differ-
ences were or what the positicn of its delegation was. It retains the
risht to appeal decisions it diasasrees with to the next regular or
special World Longress.
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Section I1l

The Intquational Executive Committee

(9) The International Executive Committee, elected by the
World Congress, constitutes the highest body of the Fourth International
between world congresses, It is charged with the responsibility of
applying the decisions of the World Congress and 1s held accountable
to the next World Congress for its stewardship., It exercises dis-
ciplinary powers over its own members, |

(10) The International Executive Committee is composed of
thirty-one members and seven alternates, elected by name to serve
until the next World Congress., A national section can ppopose replace-
ment of a member representing it, however, this must be retified by a
majority of the International Executive Committee. AV plenary meetings,
alternates replace absent members in the order of their election,
exercising voice and vote. Any alternate can attend sessions of the
International Executive Committee with voice but not vote.

(11) Sessions of the International Executive Committee must
be held at least every six months upon call by the United Secretariat.
The International Executive Commititee can be convoked at any time by
majority decision of the United Secretariat or upon request of cone-third
of its own members,

(12) It is the duty of the International fxecutive Committee
to keep up with world events, applying the political line decided on at
the World Congress, and publishing such documents as it deems necessary.
It follows the political and organisational life of the national sections
and helps them to correctly apply the decisions of the World Congress
by providing timely information and suggestions.

Decisions of the Intermational Executive Committee as to
the interpretation of a political line decided on at a ‘orld Congress,
or its practical implementation, are binding on all the sections, They
can appeal decisions they disagree with to the World Congress, but in
the meantime they must abide by them.

13) Only a World Congress has the power to recognise, expel
or “»on a section from the rolls. In a country where no official
scc-ion exists, the International Executive Committee has the riznt
to ooen negotiations with a group that has evolved to the point
adorting the pgrogramme of the Fourth International and c&n g£s7z-

h a fraternal working relationship with it prior to reccrmiii:-

ction, In a country where a national section has zesr T&T:3C

tivity, failure to maintain its obligations to the _n==r:-
srcss incompetence in responding to political ooicrm.nitiil T

s=ir~ dangers, cor flagrant indiscipline with regzsrc =° =2 LlalT L
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r organizational decisions of a World Uoneress or the program of the
Fourth International, the International Executive Committee must compile a
record, together with recommendations, for censideration and action by the
next World Congress.

™
s
byl
'

(14) The International Executive Committee cooperates wi th the
wational sections in helping to raise the theoretical, political and
orpanisational level of their internal life. However, intervention of this
kind, carried on by such actlvities as tours and visits by members of the
International leadership, is qualified by the resources of the Fourth
Internationz] in persornnel and finances, This gualificatlon operates with
equal force in instances where sifferences have develoued bstween a national
section and the International Zxecutive Committee. Jevertheless, the
International has the rirht tc send 2 reprosentative to present its views.,
Such representatives are responsible to the United Secretariat and the
International Executive Cermwittes. The naticnal leadership should do its
utmost to cooserate closely, giving representatives of the International
Executive Committee veice (but only censultatlve vote) in all leading
bodies, enabling them to discuss freely -rith the memoership, and permitting
them to precent motlons if they wilsi.

(15) Where supposzd viclations of democratic centralism in
national sections are brought to the attsntion of the International
Fxecutive Cowmittee, whether these viclatiors involve a leadership accused
of derriving a minority of 1ts demscratic rishts »r 2 wminority accussd or

T

irresponsibly vwiclating th= discipline »f the sesction, the International
nyxecutive Committee may bring its mcral influence toc bear to help rectlfy
the situation, if evidence exists that errors or abuses heve =mctually occur-
red. Rather than exercise disciglinary reasures of its own in instances

~f differences with a nationzl leadership, the International Ivecubilve
Committee whould seek to rely on persuasion and recommendations. In no cass
has it thre pewer to alter the majority rule of a repularly elected leader-
shis of a neticnal sectlon.

(15) The International Executive Committee is empowersa 1o
srgsnize such commissions, subsecretariats, fachnical burezus or other
sunnlementary bodies as it reguires. These 2re entirely suboriinate 1o
the Intsrpational Executive Committes and can oe dissolved whenever 1t
cernsiders it advisable. The danger of fosterine a dual center and
“resicing down the _ractice of devncratic centralism should be borne 1n
~ind in considerins the advisability of forming cormissinns or subsecre=
tariats in parts of the world cother than tre International center.

(17) Ths Irternaticnnl Exscutive Commititse 1s enpouwered to esS-
tablish commissions sntrusicd with c-ocrdinating the activilies of gzveral
or more sections in certain fislds (for example, 2 youth commissior,
trade-un. on commission, women!'s cormission) or for a comglex task such as
festering the growth of the mevement in countries where o sectlon has
not yet been established. 1iIw® +asks of tre comalsssions will e determines
in each case by the Internetiocnel “wacutive Gommittes in collaboratilon
sith the sections involved, but 1n seneral will oe limited to gathering



information, compiling documents, undertaking research, coordinating work
and maintaining links.
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The Urited Secreiariat

(18) The daily oclitical, ﬁrvarlz.ulonal snd ndmid
work, s well as resular communication with the ssciic 1 =
the United Secretariat. The United Scerstariat is elected o L
naticnal Sxecutive Committee which has the power tu det Y B
of the United Secretariat, its composition and place of rasicencs,
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Executive Comnittee, 1' vnﬁtqi seere ariat acts in 1+s o zni vith its
powers except that it camnot org gnlzw sabsecretariatt ST cvrriissions.,
Its decisions are bindlﬁg on td@ sections. Aupgecl can o2 rmede to the
International Ifxecutlive Cumnitize but pardin; conoiderctiion of ths zipesl

declisions must ne carrlizd oub,

(20) lembers of the Internoticons
not mempers of the United Secratoriat can attvrd its sessiong with volce.,

(21) The International Executive Commitiee car roploce membETrs
of the United Secratariat ty mzjority vote,

FolR Y F Tt o , 4 - R R
miriates of the inited Sec as rauidly ag gossiole
1 L -~ S = 3 T ' +- : ~ - S - R
Lernaticnal Sxecusive Cormiticee 2ud lesdershilps

o
to all wmembers of the In
- C

.7 "3"
4 13
R
0
O
i

v 1 N o e 2 S AN i SRl Ny Gl Pt} + - il ~y 3 Lo e

srict is empowsred UL organize t
. a to corey on 118 wor
4

e

- 3 PR £ -3
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(25) The United Secretariat is sssign:d the recuinalbllity of
S<i-iv. =nd vublishing an officizl oreon In the nawe of the International
- - -cees Committee.  The offiecial creoan will puplish the maln trovram-

DU
i--- c-zuments and resolutions of thne world congresses, the inuaruatlonal
Bl

Lo 4 oc
_i- =i Teweiitee and the United Seerctarist, Hatlonsl ssctions are
R sl translate this material where necessary and sse that it 1is
o _ilizi. i =rni 2irculated in their ocwn countries.
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(24) The United Secretariat is asssigned the responsibili*v of
also resulsrly publishing an Internal Rulletin, In discussion per-cod

crzceding world consresses, the Internsl Bulletin must apgear ’1th the
crestest possible frequency in order to maxe all tne oon*wlbuklons and
~ain discussisn articles aveiladle to the mewoers hip in time and to
sssure that each tendency or different political po ositicn is presented
st least once.

Section VI

Tinances =~ Lues

(27) The United Secretariat desirmates one of itus members as
treasurer. It is the trecsurer's duty to keep the United Secretariat
informed on the status of finances, wmaking a detailed financial report
on a quarterly basis, The treasursr may 1ﬂy cut monsy for routline
expenses but yust cbtain advance a.0Y *l frewm the United Secretariat for

anything that is not rcutine. At azn QP:lerlgtb datb, the International
Txecutive Committee will desirmate a speclal accounting commisglon to
audit the accounts kept by the tressurer vefore he praeser nts his repcert to

the licrid Congress.

8) The activities of ihe lsadinz coties of the Jourth Inter-
natioral are financed throush dues gal oh RVl ’ '
croportion to the number of their members, T
the puhlications, which are only fartl»ilv SuS
subscriptions. in wrinciple, internaticnal due .
sixth of the rag lar nationsl dues. This should bs cunilz ente
aﬂluntarv contrituticns. Dues and volunts 7y contrinutlons constitu
the s~le scurce of income for the Internaticnal; the n2d tional
Yﬁuld therefore make thece oblirations of primary imporiance. A
that falls three months in zrrears in its international duns 1s to b
rotified that its rocd standing is ovecomin:s enconrers sd. Sections thet
nave not psid their dues for six montas or wmore are =< exeept for reascns
clearly "evond their control -- in bad standine., & section in  ac
standing asutomatically loses ite ricrt to Lo seated at oa Yorld UmmeTsSS.
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Section V3ii

Structure -- fembership ~-- Notlonal Dections

(29) The Internal structure cf the Tourtn internaticnal, ©
the local, national and world scale, is determined Dy ths prinCLples and
practices of demscratic centrolism., “egresenting the maximum possi
democracy in intsrnal ci scasuLon in elaborating a political 1iIne
firmest discipline in apclying that line after it has been decided
it includes the fcllowing rules:

(a) All leading bodies mast be elected by the rank and file, or
by delerates elected by the renk and file, at regular meswings, con-
ferences or consregses vrovided for By statute. The leading btodies must

£
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report back resularly to the elective bodies to whor they are rssponsible,

(b} wmembers of the national executive committees cf natlon 31
sections have volice but only consultative vote as fraternal oelegates
at national congresses unless they zre resularly elected delegates. In
order to maintain rank-and-file control, national executive comilttee
members should make it & ncrm not to run as regular delegates to nation
congresses unless this is precluded in some cases oy the financial
weakness of the section,

(¢) Voting on documents or goliiticel positions procesds 0y cpen
show of hands or roll call. Voiting on the compesitiun or order
leading bodies is by secret ballot.

(d) The mandating of delsgates is prohibited; in other words, no
matter what the position of an elective body ig, its dblb 2tes must e
free to vobe according to their own conscience and convictions as shaped
by the discussion at a congress cr convention.
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(e) Vo one on 2 leadins hody has the rirht to threat
or to utilize any other form of crranizational uvlitimetum in seeking 10
sway a decision, A4 leader can proveose his resisnation but 1t 1
the elective body to arcept cr to refuse 1t,

hisher codles are strictl Dln 1n“ an lowgar
be carried out loy=lly i

(f) Tecisions
iay 1is thereoy jﬂstiiied in

ones. The decisicn
event of an ayuuql, ne
directives.
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(g) Decision
duty bound tc cax ry out
the incontestable ri:nht
factions on the ovas
rights such as:

remoershisc of thelr national

-—

To present their v 8
iscuseion perlud belore natlonal

i
acctlon during the preparatory
congresses.,

H-ty

o of th
through the Internal Pulletin during the pre-~Longress
ceriod,

k-
s

To present their views to the menbersh

-—

+

Iinternational
1seussion

W
2 (v

To be represented in the leading bodies with dus censideration
heir political and numerical importance., This does not mesn
every minority no matter how small, 1is entitlaed to reorcsent-
n a leading bedy. Lor dees 1t mean proporiional represc
or wiperities. The Fourth International ciides bty wajority
= =2nd this includes the ri ht of the majority to 2s
- -riirs majority when sharp differences sre involved. 2ut it 1s
-~z =mz 2uty of the mejority to salesuare the ri-hts of the
- -~ = =z~ +thig means that 2 minority is rot 1o be
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hclding 2 minority position.

(h) Members facing disciplinary action are entitled to know
in advance the accusations brought against them, to present their defense
and, except where it is geogrephically impossible, to confront thelr
accusers.,

(1) A1l members are entitled to complete, honest and impartial
information on the problems and activiitles of the International, espec-
ially on questions under debate among the leaders of the Internatlonal
and the national secticns,

(3) full 2nd free internationszl discussions must be held in the
periods preceding werld congresses,or conrresses of natlonal sectlons,
and each time that historic events of exceptional imporitance require
special discussions. A national section can maxke an excection to this
only when it is working under conditicns of severe repression (i.e.,
fascism, m-litary dictatorship or a sweeping witch-hunt).

(k) Mo one on full time shall receive remuneration above the
equivalent of the wa;,es of a skilled worier,

(30) In each country there can be only cne section of the
Fourth International., The grocess of bullding a stable section, however
is fraught with difficulties., Experience hzs shown that small vying groups
and tendencies will somstimes resist fuslon in practice, On the other
hand, a ciear basis may not exist for chwoosing one groug over ancther,
In such situations further tests may be required tc establish that a
rrouping is capable of meeting the international obligations of 2 ssctlon
and gives promise of developing into a vianle TﬁVuLdthﬂarV “3rx1st
leadership on a national scale. To meet temyorary requirements during
such 2 transitional testing period, a World Congrass may <ecide to
recognize a formeticn as a '"sympzihizing group". Where more than one
Ysympathizing proup" is given such recog n1t10n within 2 country, cne of
the tests of capacity toc assume the richts and duties of a seciion will
be the attitude displaved in practice in handling the groblem of fusion
of forces, 'YSympethizing groups" ars to be consvd-meﬂ s cand didates for
the stetus of national sectien. Ugcn recommendation the International
Txecutive, they may be :ranted volce bul not wote at a “orld Gon-rzeos,
“here a wctloh exists, the Intsrpztional will in no case recosnlre any
vying formation as a "sympathizing crouapt,

._J

(31) 1Mational secticns zxercise Jjurisdiction within their own
countries. They apply the general ﬂoliflcal 2ositions o¢ the Fourtih
Internaticnel, ~hich thev have heloed to shape throurh itne yrocess of
democratic centrsalism. Theyv determine thelr own site wutes in accordance
with the rules and priactices £ democratic ﬂeﬁtrallgm and arrive at
their own national politiccl cositicns threcu h the same procedure.
However, the program and stat te” of naticnal sections must be in general
canfo”mltv with the prosram and statutes of the rourth Internaticnal,
National sections exercise ulsc'-linﬁrV'-uwerg cver thelr oan msmbers up
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to and includings the penalty ¢f expulsion; all daisciplinary measures,
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however, are subjsct To appeal to the hirher bodies of the International.

1

(32) To help achieve the best rnationsl cocrdination,
national sections must concuct relation importance with

each other through the United Secretsriat. In case of urgent necessity,
such relations can be carried out directly on condition that the United
vecretariat is repidly informed of the detsils. Hational sections are
encouraged to extend fraternal aid to each other and to sirengthen
fraternal bonds through visits and other forms of co.peration., In all
this, bearing in mind the risk of sstting up centrifugal tendencies

they should consciously strive in their fraternal work to streng thcn

the International center and its authority,

(33) Everyone whe accepts in words and deeds the program, ths
statutes and the decisions of the international, and is an ac*ive and
disclplined member in good standing in a national section, is membﬂr
of the International, The wminimum critericn for the establishment
"oood standing' is the payment of cues, This holds for tre unamployed

well as those holding Jebs in countries where abvsmal wa e levels
exist. In these cases dues may 2meunt to only & nominal sum but must
nevertheless be paid to meintain goced stavdine, Sections rust rissrously
distin-uish between members -- a caterory determined on the cowmbined basis
of dues payment znd Jdiscislined activities -- and sympathizers who cannct
meet these minimum requirements for -ne reason or another. oW members
must nermally go throush 2 probatlconary pericd. o one can be a menver

to sectinng si~ulionecucsly.

‘-‘I: e - 1‘ . —~ 5 S \-i g/
(2i1) The number of delesates hich 3 netionsl sectisn is entitled
4 - = T - o St e : RN P | P N R SR M- [ -
> tave 2t a orld Conrreso is ceturrined bv o the Intercationcl Sxsculive
- MA'--‘-”: -‘Y‘\. ;:'

18 o c=yment of duces to the irternstional., Thus if
' ' e

2 nati i , 00w rs on 1its ocexs, but sends International
N - - - B _ L - —~ 1
“uzs to the center for only LOG, its membership is te he 1i1sted as 0L00
R} ," ° Ry N , - _
ant the other 00C zre to be listed as sympathizers,

de uniscns o other mass crganizations,
ing olficial posts, must conduct themselves

at all times under the strict ocliticsl countrol of the desirnated bodies

of the national section.

(35} iembers who balons to trag
' L.ding offic

(36) Members of national sections clected tc bourgsois parli-
amentary bodies must conduct themselves st all times under the strict
colitical control of the leading bodies cof their natlional section,

(37) HMembers of the International who take long tripss outside
their country, or who wish to chanpge their permanent residence to another
country, must first secure approval from the national leadership, which
in turn rmust inferm the United Secretariat. The Unitsd Secretariat will
then help facilitate & fraternal reception Ly the nationsl sections faor

comrades travelling abrosd. Except Dy 8 Veo;al decision of the nited
Szeretariat, a member of arsecticn living mores than six months in another
country where a section exists, must transfer 1o that sscilon, The
section involved must, before accepting the transfer, ask for a regort
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through the United Seeretariat - in order to verify that the comrade left
his former country with the full knowledge and._permission of the section.
No section can refuse to accept the transfzr of a member of the Interna-
tional when his former section has indicated that he left in good standing.

(38) To keep the International center informed about theilr
activities, the national sections must regularly send coplies of the
mmtes of the sessions of their leading bedies plus such additional

. information as is needed to provide 2 clear picture. They must also send
a sufficient number of copiss of documents, internal bulletlns, news-
papers, magazines and other publications, They must inform the United
Secretariat in time of the holding of congresses, conferences and meetings
~f national or central commlitees. Fach section should designate a
leading comrade to keep ub correspondence with the International and to
see 1o it that recular ltems are sent for the press of the International.

(39) Without ever sbandfoning the advantages of leral existence
hefore it is absclulely necesSsary, national sections that sre trhreatened
with reprecssion must maxe preparations for reorganization well 1in advanca
of roing underground.

Seetion VIIL

International Controci Courg.ission

(L0) The World Congress clects an intermational Gontrol Comm-
jesion of three members, each belonsing to a different sectlon, whe have
a reputetion in the Tnternational for objectivity and goliticsl maturlty.
They cannot be replaced as memrers of the Internaticnal Centrol Cormission
until the Woerld Congress following their slec1on nlasg a vacanCy 0Ccurs.
In this exceptional case, the International sue Cowrmittee elects a
replacement of similar quelifications. Ihe Int 1 Contrel
Commission elects one af its members to serve = etary zno 10 convoxe
the body when occasion arises.,
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. (1) The International Control Coemissicn dnve

. involvine viclations of diseigline or prolstarian woral ity

, natis-nal., It undertaies inouiries either 2t the resuss

. national Executive Commitiee oX On itg com initistive. hen 1t S0ens
any investivation, it has the right to request docurents An testineny from
211 comrades without exception, It has the risht to determin
the investigation shall tate, whether Ly inguirs on the spot, throusn
correspondence, or throush the desisnation of comrades 10 '
on its beralf.

(1,2)  The Internmational Control Cormission regorts 1ts fipdings
to the International Twecubive Committee and recommends whot action
should be taken. It is accountacle to the World UONEress foliowiny

“the one which elected 1%,
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Disciniinary Measures

(13) The public exvreszsion of major differences with the grogran
of the Fourth Internationzl or the political *1ne adopted by the majority
at a World Congress, the viclation of the stetuetes of ths Internaticnal

or its national S“CLlCQS acticns incompats ble with croletarian morality .
or which place ihe organlaa*lnr or its members in danrsr, are subjiscy o .
disciplinaery measures by the leading national or international nodlzss., .
The accused must be presented with the chargss in writing in =dvance and .
have the right to gresent their defense and, excepl where saoeraphically

impogsivle, to confront their accusers in t%e body havine jurisciciicn

the case.,

(LL) Disciplinary messures aymly 2t once. Theose under charyes
nevertheless have the right t ap the body immedisztely above the
one that zpplies the deC islinary meaau =c, on up throush the structure
from the local orpanization to the ¥erld Congress., then the Unitecd
Secretariat is notified that an acpeal is te be made from the decisions

of a national section, it will acknowledge T¢Ce;0t of the appeal and

also specify the procedure to be fullowed in carrying the appeal to the
higsher bodies of the Internstional. The International Lzecutive Commitiee
is empowered to determine whether it will hear personel ar ument of
confine itself to documented material in considering an appeal. it
recommend the procedure to be folliowed by a “orld angreu;, -ut the final
decision on this is up to the World Consress itssii, 1In cages involving
proletarian morality the International Control C el ssion can intervens

at any time if it ccnsiders the matter of sufficient 1lmgortance.

oection X

(45) A twe-thirds majo

rity of the delevates at a torld
Congress 1s regquired to amend the s

tatutes,



