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L The Goeneral Backgreund

: chmlw*schem of world revolution assumed

:‘that the' vietory of soctalism would occur first in

baserand: powertul proletiriit s well as a strong and
politieatly; conscious labor movement were indispensa-
ble cbjective: and- subjective: preconditions which could
appexr only with the full ‘Gevelopment of capitalism.

It is true'that after the revélution of 1848, Marx
voiced some misgivings about one ol the political as-
sumptions updetlying this schemi; hamely, the capa-
city of the bourgeoisie to carry‘out a classical bourgeois-

X revolittion in couhltries ‘Whete capitelism is
stiil'immature but where a modern proletariat already
exists. ‘Later -Engels furthér undermined this schema
when h-pointed out that the relative weakness of po-
lit:eald«nniwmau among the British working class
was due msely_-to the fact that Britain wes the most

_ d ‘copitalist country, holding a world monapoly
' - beginning o wentieth. cenfury, Trotsk »
3 1906 45 his theory of permanent MOm'. which

F 3

held st the working class would “find itself com-
pellad ta carry out tasks historically belonging to the
bourgeolsie, and Lenin in 1914 in his theory of im-
perialism, which included the view that the imperialist -
chain would | first at its weakest lnk, ;. shewed
thét they had come to understand the main _pconses |
quetiece 6f the law of uneven and combined develop- -
ment; namely, that the proletariat might well come.. .
to power first in & backward country as a resuit of. .
 the' tontradictions of the world capitalist ‘system as'a -
whole;ﬁoth-min_anc_l Trotsky were firmiy of the
opinjon that the victory of the revolution in such cir-

cumstances would prove to be only the prelude to the
victory ‘ol the socialist revolution in the key capitalist
countriés 'and a means of facilitating the final; out-

come. It' was in this spirit that the Bolseviks -took
powst ‘in October 1917 and founded the Third Inter-
national tn' 1919. ST S

The' Févolution followed ‘& mdre. ¢
even its greatest theoreticlans expected. We know what
& heavy"price mankifid, 3 a whole and ‘the workers
and ‘peakints of the first workers' states in particular
have had'to°pay foc'this defour. © o

mare. devious path than

.;WO"H Revolution Today I .

The betrayals by the reformist bureaucracy led to
the defeat of the German and Central Eyropean rev-
olutions of 1918:21, isolating the first victorious rev-
olution to backward Russia and thereby paving the
way for the bureaucratic degeneration of the: Soviet
state and the Communist Internationa! over which the
Stalinist bureaucracy established tight control: The
Comintern became transformed from an instrutrent of
world revolution into an instrument of: diplomatic ma-
neuver in the hands of the Kremlin thereby blocking,
first unintentionally and then with calculated purpase,
the victory of the proletarjan revolution in many prom-.
ising situations in many countries. At the end of World
War II, Social-Democratic and Stalinist class-collabor-
ationist policies, in combination with the efforts of
Western imperialism, Jed to the stabilization of a cap-
italist economy and & bourgeois. state .in several im-
perialist countries where the victory of socialism was
objectively possible and even imminent. . . - - . - .

As a result of the successive failure of the two major
revolutionary waves of 1819-23 and 194348 — and of

" the minor one of 1934-37 ~— the main center of world

revolution shifted for a time to the colonial world,
The victory of the Chinese Revolution in 1948, follow-
ing the postwar revolutionary wave in Europe, opened
an uninterrupted series of colonial revolutions. All the
victorious revolutions after 1917, including the estab-
lishment of workers' states through revolutionary up-~ -
heavals in Yugoslavia, China, Vietnam and Cuba, thus
took place in relatively. backward countries while the
possibility of early revolutionary victory in the im-
perialist countries was postponed.: , S

Tm: view must be vigo rejected that this de-
: velopment, unforeseen ix the classics of Marxism,
was, more or less fatally détermined by objective fac-
tors, or by lack of revolutionary energy or wiil among
the workers in the irhperlalist couniries. No one can
seriously deny that since 1817 various mass upsurges
and even uprisings of the working class made the over- .
throw of capitalism objectively possible in many im- -
perialist countries. (Germany and the whole of Central -
Europe 1818-20, Italy 1919-21, Germany ‘1923, Britain
1926, Austria 1833-34, Spain 1931-37, Belgium 1932-38,
France 1935-37, Ialy 1943-48, France 1944-48, Britain
1945-50, ete.) Nor can it reasonably be denied that in.
Innumerable general strikes, oceupations ‘ot factories,
mass demonstrations that have toppled governments,
and even insurrections threatening the foundations of
bourgeois state power, that the proleturiat.of the dm-
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perialist countries (excepting the United States) has
shown again and again its understanding of the gen-
its willingness to carry out the task. The. failure 4
these yitempta. Is not dus to any innate incapacity, 2o

eral need to reconstruct society along socialist lines.and ..
all

to the treacherous role of the official leadership which
has repeatedly preferred not to utilize the objective
possibility of taking power, or to deliberately destroy

that possibility. The European:prolutariat has, beet itz 5% To:sum -up: the victories and defeats since 1517 ex-

harder by such betrayals than any other gector of the

world working class as is clearly shown in the cases

of Germany and Spain.

The crisis of revolutionary leadership exists, of
course, in the colonial and semicolonial countries as
well as in the advenced countries. Many defeated or
aborted revolutions bear witness to this crisis -~ from
the Chinese Revolution .of 1025-27 to the .mére recent
defeats in Guatemala and Iraq. But in possible outeoms
of the struggle,-a big- diffgrence iz evident Betwkies
inadequate leadership in a backward countty 4nd sim-
ilar leadership in an imperialist country:-the ‘enemy
facing. the working. population is immensurably ttrong"
”sh t m. o N toa et i “114‘4“7:
. Confronted: with the powerful and. well-experiericsd
bourgeoisie of the imperialist countyies, - the ‘worklng
class can schigve vietory only under a genulhe Fevi
olutionary Marxist leadership which is able: (1)t ‘€3~
tablish unity of action inside the.ranks of- the proles’

ist; (2) ta mobilize to the fullest extent the latént
and often . hidden revelutionaty potentislities’ of the'

working:class; (3) to outreaneuvera very astute ‘and

supple capitalist class leadership which: has ledrned how:

to. transform reforms into 2 powerful brake upon Fev:
oluticns; (4) o win over a part and neutralize another”
part of the petly -bourgeoisie (the.mass basis-of cap~"

italism in the imperialist countries) without sutrender-

ing its own .class objectives. The: absence of an: ex— -
plosive agrarian problem is am important element in
at_rengthe_nj,ng}xa.nd stabilizing capitalism in most’ im- -

‘The situation is different in-the backward countifes.

Confronted by puling classes,:votten to ‘the core and-
lacking mass. support, the revolution draws into strug~
nass of the working pepulation, including thw:
poargst . peasants . and . pauperized. petty bourgeoisie; -
bringing abaut collapse of the traditional ordep.and ita*
state, and exerting such pressure on centrigt working.
class parties and similar. formations as tobring them .

gle the r

» ;!

. to power,

+ Under anywhere near normal capitalist conditions,’
it aholild. be remembered, “There.do- not,”. as -Lenin-

said, “exist situations without.a way out from an eco--
nomic point of view.” The failure-of @ revolutionary

wave in an imperjalist country gives way eventuslly .

- to_some form ‘of temporary relative -economic stabiliza- -
~ tion and even 1o fresh expansion. This inevitably. post- -
- W new revolutionary uprisings for a time, the com-~ *.

- bingtion of political setback (or.even demoralization)
' of {h¢ working class and a.rising standaed -of  living

beldg  unfavorable; for .any .immediate revolutionary

undertsking.

In "the tolonial and semicolonjal countries, on the
other Rand, the very weakness of capitslism, the. whole:.
peculiir socig-sconomic structure produced by impe-:
riglism, the permanent misery of the big:majority.of .-

- revoltition, the stagnation end even reduction of living‘ ‘

Q.h‘gi absence of a radical agr

FALLIMY

iy, d0 il
any political “backwardness” of ‘to ‘“corrupfion” but

standards while industrialization nevertheless proceeds

relatively rapidly, create situations in which the fallure
- of one revolutionary wave does not. lead automatically

to relative or even tempotary, sgcial -or ‘ecopomic stab-
dﬁlkmminﬂy ingsihegitible successlon’ of mass
~ struggles continues, such as Bolivia has éxperienced

for ten years. The weakness of the enemy offers the

revolution fuller means of recovery from temporary
. defeats than is the case in imperialist countries.

press. the relationship of farces between the old ruling
“class and the foiling masses on a world scale. The fact
that the revolution won first in backward countries and
not in the advanced is not proof that the workers ii
the advanced countries have shown insufficient revolu-
tionary combativity. It is evidence of the fact that the
opposition which they have to overcome in these coun-
tries is immeasurably stronger than in the colonial and
semicolonial world. The weakness of the enemy in the
backward tountries has opened the possibility of com-
ing to’ power ¢ven’ with a blunted instrument. The
strength of the enemy in the imperialist countries de-
mands a tool of much grester perfection. - .
‘At the same time, it is important to recognize that

the'three main forces of world revolution.— the golonial-

revolution, the palitical revoluticn in the degenerated:

or deformed workery' stites, and the pyoletarian revglu-
tioR #h ‘the irapérislist countries — form a dislectical
- unity. Each foreé inflaences the others and recpives
it return powerful impiilses or brakes on its own de-
velopment,” The delay of the proletarian revolution in
the imperialist countries has' in general undoubtedly
prevented the colonial révolution from taking. the so-
cialist road as'quickly and as consciously =as woukd
have been possiblé under the influence of a powerful
revolutionary yupsurge or victory of the proletariat in
sn-advanced country. This same delay. also retards the

maturing of the political revolution in the USSR, es- .
pecially inasmuch & it"does not place before the Soviet -
workers a convincing exampie of an. alternative way to

build soctalisin. Finally, the upsurge of the colonial and
political revolutions, hampered by the delay’ of the
proletarian ‘revolution in the West, nevertheless con-
tributes in helping the  proletariat in the imperialist

countries'to overcome’ this delay.
ROM the close 67 World War IT, and most noticeably

- after the vietory of the Chinese Revolution, con-~ .
tinual mass movements Have drawn one backward coun-

try after another into thé process of permanent revolu-

tion. The general causes of this wave are to. be found .

in the weakening of the old’ coloniel powers during
and after World Wat II; the attraction exercized by

China; the dawning mass awareness ‘of the wretched
material and-mioral conditions throughout these coun-

tries; the power displayed by the movement for na- .-
it identification’ in the eyes |

tional independencé ind 1
of the masses with the possibility of overcoming misery,

inter:ational ‘terms of trade”for the countries expori-

ing ‘raw materials, especially’ since the end of the
“Korean war boom”; the contrast between the enorm- ‘

oOus economic expansion of all the industrializéd coun-
tries and the near stagnation (or lowering) of the

the advances of the Soviet Union and especially the new .

low living standards, low cultural levels, and explofta-
tion and oppressioti of all kinds; the worsening of the. .

‘...—-r-l—.-.._g_ > t_‘? Ay




standard of living of the masses in most of the colonial
and semicolonial countriex irs-the past decade -——. these.
are some of the main causes of the general upheaval
in the colonial world, ;

perialist power. Inasmuch as it also ‘entails acceleration
of the process of industrializing the calonial countries,
it even signifies modification of the international divi-
sion of labor, granting an increased share of the world .
market to the colonial bourgeoisie in the production ofl,

As a development in world history, the.colonial rev- 3,
certain industrial consumer goods (espepially . textiles)... .

olution signifies above alt that two -billion human beings _
—— men, women ‘and children in areas where the tradi- and narrowing the imperialist countries in an-increasing,

tion for centuries has been to live as passive subjects, = degree to the export of investment. goods.
condemned to' super oppression and tp super exploita~

tion, utter humiliation and destruction of -their-national
traditions. and even their. national identity when they
have not' been made the target of mass slaughter and
extermination — suddenly acquire a voice, a language
and a personality of their own. Basically, the colonial
revolution is the irrepressible tendency of these two bil-
lion human beings to become at least the masters and
builders of their own destiny. ‘The fact that this is s0-
cially possible only through a workers' state provides
the objective basis for the tendency of the colonial
revolution to move into the tracks of permanent rev-
o;“tionf ' PN :

In the process of world revolution, the colonial rev-
olution -— first.the Chinese Ravolution and then the
whole chain of upheavals — has,prevented any tem-
porary stabilizatién of the imperialist system on a world

scale such as odéurred after 1021, It has turned the in~: .
ternational - ridationship -ofv-forces against capitalism;.

forced imperialism to fight <= and in most cases lose —
a series of defensive battles dnd wers which it has
launched in its efforts- ty-halt the advance of revolu-
tion:in:the colonial world: It has thereby given trem-
endous impetus to anticupitalist forces everywhere in
the world. It has provided the Soviet Union: and:the
other workers’ ‘states the
needed to overcome ' the qualitative .advance in the
military. field whith chime: into the hands of ‘imperial-
fsm bs ‘World 'War I1'peached its climax.

o

TR Doy L Nl nal L. .
Tm ‘colontal revolution tould not by its own forces
_bring about thé dewnfall.of imperialism. Paradox.
feally, it has not éves: been-able to undermine the rela-
tive_e_epndmi'c'stabi_lityf"bféthél‘imperialist countries, Con-
trary to the gene -revoiutionary Marxist assumption
following 1919, the collapse of the colonial system did

not lead to an immediate economic eritis or hraskdawn
in the imperlalist countries; it coincided with the .
pest rd_ative expansion of capitalist production and -

foreign trade they have experienced in half a century.

Among the multiple causes of this apparent paraéiox,
one {5 ol wifitanding importance. So long as-the-newly
intlependent states, emerging through the colonial rev-

clition, are held by bourgeois.or. petty-bourgeois leader~ ;
ships within thé limits of the“capitalist mode of produc.

tion and the capitalist world market, the real power of
imperialism is not broken ‘in ‘these' countries. Ifs rule
merely shifts from & direct’to an indirect form. As
forgseen long ago by Jrevolutionary Marxists, the besic

tegy of ithiperialism, -

revolution, has been to modify its form of riite While

seaking to maintain its essential content. In some cases,

of course, this transformation has cost imperialism real -

losses and it has sought to avoid the dangerous. skift
in the form of its rule, sometimes by desperate and
bloody colonial wars.
- The transition from direct to indirect’ imperialist rule
ihivolves a redistribution of the surplus value pradured

by the colonial: masses in favor of the colonial bour- :
geoisie and petty bourgeoisie at the expense of the im-

16

necessary breathing . spell

tontronted tvith the *ds%ohial -

1 . BEEXESE ) 1]
This aspect of neocolonialism corresponds $o certajn .

inherent needs of the imperialist ;bouregoisie itself, the.
changing industrial structure forting: it .to seek new -

mariets-for means of production rather. than for con-

X4

sumption goods, So-called “aid:to- the, underdeveloped .
countries” boils down to underwriting tinancially the .,
effort to secure provisions for these needs, the expected

palitical and social consequences being but by-products
of successfully meeting the main economic necessity:

But .the limited nature of this industrialization process.

under bourgeois'duspices as well as the picayune amount’
of imperialist:“4id" leave the real needs of economi:.
development. in the colonial countries scarcely touched,
Baslcally their socio-economic structure this remaing as :
it was under direct imperialist.rule. They continue sub-;:;
stantially as producers and. exporters of raw:materialy:;
arid foodstulfs, completely dependent on the price flucs-;
tuitions of the world market. They continueito carry. .
the burden of tremendous unemployment:ar under smqis
ployment in- the, countryside. Even the limited togdue.
strislization ‘process-occurs at the cost of inflation:and
» lowétihig of'real wages; Le., at the cost of increased :
midery for' the Working messes. i
Since the“colonial revolution up to now has in: the
main beeri held Wwithin the framework of the capitalist

. world market;“it"bas not inflicted staggering economic :

blows to the capitalist world economy as a whole noy.
touched off major economic crises in imperialist coun- .
tries which Iost their former empires. Only: éne impe-
rialist economm¥y, because of its peculiar econoic struca .
ture; seems doomed to collapse the moment it loses its..
colonial-hbldings — Portugal, - o S
Bt ‘this ‘'does not mean that the colonial revolution .
has not affected the mechanism of imperialist economy;
I's most noticeable consequence has: been tg sIow;ﬁom
the export of private capital to the backward countries
end 'to impel national or! iﬂermﬁmm:bub]ﬁ:swi .
ment). bodies ‘toassime ‘the rble:normally, updertakern
by:private capital in-the heyday of-imperialism. Grave
monefary, financial: andeconomic’ contradigtions. flow.,
from this. In the imperialist' countries intthe past tef
years, the reluctance of private capital -~ in the face.
of, relatively rapid expansion — to export. its surpluse
to -backward . countries caught up in the process of.

. colonial revolution has constitufed a major problem,

Government investment guarantees and insurance. cary:
mitigate but not ‘overcome the block. =~

As long as the great. majority of the newly-indepen-

s

dent countries remain within the framework of the cap+ -

italist -world:, market, fhese "difficulties constitute '3 -
“lesser evil” fram.the yiewpoint of world capitalism’

which can be handled, more or less, within' the sysy
tem: —_at least for, the time being, Only .if Fhe fhain.
semicolonial countries: twere to break out of the capi.

italist world system-dy-becoming workers states would, -

thecolonial revolution deliver economic b

bt

proportions .as. ta-repidly create the gravest. ac
roil-soinl criges.in-the.imperialist centers. . . =

- So far as resl pesspectives. are concerped, it s no

ws of such

exclyed. thai these ‘countries . will; become workerst™™ ;|

it LI
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states before the political revolution. triumphs in the
Soviet Union and before the proletarian revolution
scores a decisive victory in cile or more of the impor-
tant imperialist countries. However, it would be in-
advisable for revolutionary socialists to base them-
selves on this unlikely variant. Such a perspective im-~
plies not only the continuation of the process of per-
manent revolution in the colonial world (which is sure.
to, oceur) but also the .pictorious conclusion of. this
Pprocess in many countries within o specified time limit:
(before victories elsewhere). A policy based arbitrarily-
upon any one of the many possible time sequences. in
the development of the three main sectors of the world:
revolution could lead to exceedingly grave political:

THT!: objective conditions for the process of perma-
Rent revolution in the colonial countries rests
basically on the inability of the colonial bourgeois or
petty-bourgeois nationalist leaderships to solve within .
the framework of the capitalist mode of production

hdamental problems created by economic and cul-
tutal upsurge. This is expressed most acutely by the
incapacity of capitalism to undertake radical agrarian
reform. ‘The subjective conditions are determined by
the fact that the colonial masses generally do not distin-
guish the conquest of nationa! independence from,the .

conquest of 2 high material and cultural standard ‘of .
living. ‘As long as living ‘conditions do not improve,
jndepéndénce seems incomplete, inadequate and even .
oo b SAB e e o A
notnic or political stabilization is possible in these coune
tries without the victory.of the soclalist . reyolution,

| mmﬂlv. political stabilization ¢an be achieved by

8Gis or petty-bourgeois nationalist leaderships .
¢h continue to be identified in the eyes of the masses.
with a real snti-imperialist struggle for national inde-

and which succeed in selling the masses the -

idea that the process of social upheaval and economie
development is actually under way. The outstanding
caves of relative success in this were Peron in Argen-
tina, Nasser in Egypt and Nehru in India. Even in these
instances, the political equilibrium has proved to.be
quite unstable, indicating what would ocour with the
appearance of an alternative working-class leadership
able to mobilize the general anti-imperialist feelings

which the traditional leadership cannot realize; for ex-

ampls, iadical land reform in India., =
¥or all these reasons, the most probable perspective
'fng'_m_._ot.thc backward. countries: is-.a: succession of -

- protracted social revolutionary.crises .which bourgeois.

‘or petty~hourgeois nationalist leaderships will:desper. "
-ately try to contain.or to panalize .but which,:despite

e setbacks, will periodieally leap. over these
limits, This protracted period of-instability :and sovial
erises does not imply the automatic vietory of prole- -

“tarian-forges or af revolutionary: peasant:forces. led by |

2 Marxist, lnadership; that is, the automatic establigh-. -
Taent of workers’ states. As in-the.case.of equating the

beginaing. of the wcalanial revolution (under ‘bourgeois- -

~ tional bourgeoisie ‘i ot thé result ormie

of the masses around basic, concrets, revolutionary goals

ful thinking. It presupposes that the objective process
will solve by itsel? d taik which can anly be solved in’
struggle through the subjective effort of the vanguard:

ie., revolutionary-socialist conquest of the leadership:
of the mass movemeént. That this is possible in the very
process of the revolution, and in' a relatively shoft’
time, has been ‘gdeéquately demodnstrated in the case of.
Cuba. That it is'not inevitable, and that without it the
revolution is icertain’ to ‘muffer serious defeats or be’
limited at:best to itdondlusive’viciories is demonstrated
by much it the’vecent history of other Latin-American’
countries; for: inflance, Bolivid, Argentina and Gua-"
temala, ;o .oV & I : “':‘.- )
- A" more'precist’ perspective for each of the gredt”
ethneosgeographical zones of the colonial revolution '
(Latin: America, the Arsb world, Black Africa, the
Indiah subcontinent'and Scuth-East Asia) can only be’
worked out' on the bisls of ‘& concrete analysis of the’
specific social and’ politi¢il forces at work end of their '
more exact’economic conditions.' However, ¢ertain’gen:
eral social trends which apply to all or most of ‘the"

colonidl ‘and: etmicolonial countries can “be xc:?&th

~{#): The: siumetieal and ecendmic:‘'w 1 ol the
natienal botirgeoisle. Despite the' priority ‘granted them
by history,” the-Rutional' Bourgédisic has provad incap-
able of handlirig: the capital nYade’ iviillable under the

- Tubricbf-“aid'to the underdeveloped dountiies” in such’

8 ayo'us 0, aekievs: opfisuy ‘Fesule-in Industiligh:
tion, This ia perheps the biggest obstacle in the way of
a-“bourgeols solution' ol iﬁ problem ﬁfnmw:;c““ﬂ'
derdevelopment. Evérywhere we find' the ‘same plien-
oniena: of available sutplus cupital, a major patt 1
diverted from ihdustiial tises to investment in land ot
usury, hoarding, import of luxury''donsumers goads, -
even outright flight sbfoad. ‘This ‘incapueity of the na-

of its moral corruption but‘a norfal bperatioh of the

capitalist drive for profits under tha gi i

and social conditions. Fear of permarnent revolution is
not the least of the motives involved. ' =~ = ™"
(b): The creation of the infrastructire of hesvy in-.
dustry threugh the state, taking the ferm of siational-
ized property. The social layer hudlnglndembodym; ;
this ‘process is the urban petty bourgeoisie, éspecially
the intellectuals, the military and state functionaries.
The process favors, is even indispensable, for the -de-
velopment of a national boufgeols state. It can clash,
however, with the interests of many parts of the old
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““eratically deformed ‘or degenerated workers' states,
" Ih most of the imperialist countries, the colonial rev-
oh;t_i_m'up;to now. has not significantly ‘moditied the

+.hia resistance to destroying 'thé cult of Stalin;. ss.pir-
: timli arly evidenesd,.in-the. . bloc with the: Albsnbén -

i quences’ of this
workers

- onlal students who find it difficult to bresthe
- monolithic atmosphere of the world Communist
- ment, and who at times pass beyond words to
- $0 #xpress their feelings as in the student
- tions - in Moscow and Sofia. The emirgence of
~revolutionary ‘forces lad by parties or tend: i

. integrating - dloment 1615 titerns

¥

8

hip, haslimited the extent .and § 1 eox
O i Bt o Pracica

' states. A sdditionial factor Is the direct
of the’ calonial revolution through such forces

ot
42

o

E

‘Which
have developed outside the realm of Stallnist shitrol
{Cubs, Algeria) has introduced a most powerful- dis-
‘ natic Stalinism, favor-
lng the developimetit of  revalutionary 1ot wing:

NS

oA R . = ! P Cate
stilouborral oy gaste maddl 0t LA

Jernational. Castroleh errent has ap-

.

bet

vi(d mnect ‘which, & was 40 be expectod, 1.
strongost in the cotonial areas, especially Latin- Am‘ix’
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dcaand Afrjess Iiis/also noticeable in:the other works Tnains, and the varhauuuy uses this threat: quitemo
iers! states. In Algesia the influence of Castroism again seiously to pediodically silence thé voices of opposition,
Sustities : 40 the. hapertanee:of the :Cuban-develipment. However, the masses -cannot. help but -feel the  new

- Exptpt tnBpsin and Portuge), Castrois hai not had  -power and standing of the Soviet Union in worlisl-
goedt:impact in Burope.-Its influence in.other metros fairs in the epoch of missile warfare when the leaders
politan centers such . as the Upited States end. Japan of the bureaucracy themselves continually boast of their
-i's_.gmflimhﬁ.WolMenmsforthhuM abﬂhywinnkiacnu}nngddutmthehnpumm
standing of bow i dan best facilitate rewolutionary re« The evolution of m ,wagkers' states as & wholé since
birthi in these aress. Tl ‘the victory of the Chifiess Revolvu..on in 1949 and e~
i apPesbancey : , s, thcugh “after Stdfn’n “Quath in' 1933 has therefore
fuivther- dévelopment of- the colonial revolution, parti- Mdﬂy removed the M’tha?ionend political pas-
‘élatly in sduntries like Algeria, would help strengthen  sivity among the messes ‘and "thel¥ vangusrd. In the
‘enid enrieh the: ihternational current of Castroism, give workers' -state this develdprient was
Lgor: persepsctives and belp bring it closer hastened, althongh made more complex; by>#: strom
big the:necessity for a new revolutionary  feeling of national oppression’ among the’ misses. :All
'WW*d ‘mass- parties. Fultiliment of these new factors contributed to such ‘events-as. the
el stafic pessibility depends in part on the role  June 16-17, 1983, general strike and uprising in Eastern
M the: Pourth International plays in the colonial Germany, io the Poznan events in the spring of 1856
"Mtbeuwhyotmumouherounh in. Poland, to the beginning of the political revolition
 t0 help.win fresh.victorles. . - in Poland and Hungary in October 1936, to the renéwal
' jotwtmpumthiamwc:n- of political militancy among some layers of the work-

)wﬂlahoihﬂumthedevelopmentota nguard _
‘ lek “hundred flowers bloom" period in “hina in early 1967
to the incressing pressure of the Soviet-meesss en the
huummwhkhmmewnwbmdlmlm_
huupof&eGmmMﬂuMBM'ﬂﬁtﬂl

E

E

(new political rlghta written ii_:to the pew party pro-
gram, partial public rehabilitation of the victima of Stal- .
"n" purges, efc.). . AR ¥; SR

+.iAs ‘yet, -snch oy mhworm;
'*inthe fastories and memwsumeﬁtumw




PP,y T A %9 D m‘he

Dﬂﬂ‘l,k! ' !andem

the lower laymdthewewmmww the Jower
rapks of the- trade-union nﬂimldom.,zwmo m in -
-Mmmtwiththeprolﬂnﬁm AR PR+ e
It is necessary to distinguish clearly betwcen Mtl
ized mass pressure, the beginning of mass actions: (in-
vaﬂablyotwmlxehm).andthem«&e
real political revelution. ¥his
mmdehthohm«mudm‘ ’

"Hungarian K 'umnmamm
.Mmbemhmm:tbomm .
:"!uthe*ﬁm;hu,tbedomimuttrendlmmam
‘been mars prestwre vather than mass action. ‘Theiw are
'S6me “outitanding exceptions:” The revolt at' Vorkuts
wnd éther slave-labor camps probebly played a decisive
v&‘i!ihut«duﬂnuqnldaﬁonotthkwm".

hmu,m&tmmmdmmdinunmu
Ay have eontrlmud dp bringing:about - the political
~ concemions made 10, the masses at the :Twenty-second
. Congress. But in mmal :the pressure. onthe bureau-
- evaey has remained.. the.level of mass actions.
. The. pressure of a fqi ble, mass. of pedple,. slowly
. awakening to poudnl -lite,. is .of course a.sutficient
. n!:htlmrctotho bummauy to wri,ng subctantinl eon-

' hrtmmu thcmmandlu!lingthmmh

o b

N ANALYZINGmm&mWMﬁmthm
componmuotiheworldmaluﬁbn‘—-the colimial

‘cﬁ the masees ef the’ colghial:‘cow-
Iy becouss the Saviet:Union ‘ploves: mt

mtiqmﬁﬁhdmﬁuhwmﬂktmw

mtoh%hem

objuthumgaim tommunism held: by %
workers:; 6f-the -imperialist ‘couptries. »Itwould ! lud
rapidiy:to the disappesrance of the birenseratic $al-
mist Aeadership in the old CFs, which:would. SpHt B
‘'various. -direstions, . principally into-ea o lefi-reformist
wing and ar,amim revolutionary-socialist wwing: - In
' mm their. ‘::ortunlun tinue, daicontrel
‘og, Q '° m w: k
themanmwem&t,ﬁaismldmmm

Italyy where the Communist 2



_mntotanwlutiomrymi!aphrtym ‘would pat
the prolefitian conduest of’ powet on the agenda at fhie-
firkt favirable an In cdqntriu- w_hc_re-’

8 amw mted. the eontinum economic snd
“evlkuival tihe of the workers' states has an important
A mm the contidence of the calonial

caor:mu:ly more effective if
ot ’B&n abie to eome forward

g, the wm-kers’ stam on the ’
yeot from énabling them to
¥ ﬂhtbanimpeﬂalisminthc!wdgutnda :
countries as a whole. It is little likely

d sconomic power of the workers'

#53 of course a revolutionary victory
wmmm I must nat be

. ave the West Baropun capitalist
,ilnoboobarvedthatuloncuthe

,65:44

nornic: power ‘of ‘the workcu’ statés, since this conllicts -
with the orientation of: an atlmwe with tHe colonial -
bourgeoisic :
%evicwthmﬂmeeonomicandzechnolosienlad-
vances of the workers' states ¢an in themselves deci-
sively modify the relationship of forces bhetween the
clinses m the imperialist countries or contribute deci-

_peri«md sim Wnrm WI#I.‘id.fM arly
tury. The inmtkon of sth sconomile: §

gling for power in tlie v )
world trend is running auhm m

ofithese concepts expect essentially
eventually ovemome capitalism in the in




¢ DeRel) "mt«ox;mutan. In:she first case & high
dapd,, 0f, ying.. e give powefulimpulsioniito.
w7 sather: than: acting, ssve-beeke; in the second.
maam -of ;livms‘cari lm.-c 2 demonlizing

il mission in the next decades.
mmpﬁmhthenmdelmbﬂmw
uumiuthlz are other alternatives which should
bqum“gqohotmn Under carefu] analysis,
emﬂmﬁmdomtatmdupu

M ;t thg USSR': per ccpttc production overuku
it of the United States within the next ten years, at
‘anpther decade will be needed to overtake the
n&wummmaumg.mthuium-
hipstion of current production and. past accumulation
bl ponsymer: goods and public welfsre provisions,. A

, hﬂhmmmwdmmmmi
n workers due to a major eeomc

SR neliy

-n‘ulst_‘; e,

capaeity of the colonial revolution by its
stig downfall of Westein 1 ..
t.mwmemmmwhymhm

_ olul poten umm:p-\ conts s.‘ m% .
Jead {n the final analysis to the ahenrd oon- 1, ‘“ mly “ N‘ gy mb:
Aliat imperiatism 15 still 2ssuscd st along pecicd” -V m* ta: The m““"‘x 116 Dpk R B0
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hzstory prove that thxs h but one road to possible reve T meehaniam thzeuugh which rerevoluuon o
 olutionary crisis in a highly developed industrial coun- ".-;. ..even revolutionary situations pt:am arise i‘:y thr»
try. The big strike wave of 193637, and slong with it ‘framework of the relatively stabilized capitalist eco-
~_the Spanish Revolution, came neither at the end of a nomics of the Western imperialist countries. can be
e e e P e e, et a
ey came o! ve economic recovery
betwaen the twa big crises of 1928 ang 1938. A whole mg';;,;yfg;* m dp;:g;dn:fgg;m;; em ff;g
series of contributing factors — the most important (both & te and relative; i.e., rebuiki-
g the e of i s he G of e orke 2Ty S o e, i
mmi:h. erisis w ’:‘;:‘ t%i:s “r::: B‘:}“ a p.:;nvolu. guimnt) in Eurgpe and Japan, and by the big wave
tionary character ® gium s reve for a world war, the eco-
olutionary character in France. In the impecialist coun- mmniumof m”mwmmt eounm:ies have now. entered
,uiuhmmmannmmmluﬁm a period in which the ¢ ol e are slowly
-erises and opportunities are much mere Miely: to ocour g themseives md“;"wmch"pm“comwm
, m«h«mmumowntypeot ms.mn- IM eetui yped. imperialist mm ries s m“"‘”‘
of sesonemic *p rity” brings ehanges in the prole- mﬁummecolmma and the
A 9dé of life and thought, Habits formed during emmicmanmatbewbrm mm'rham.
Jong: ““W“W""@Wﬂaml cretised competition, heightened still’ further by e
M““’WM"" tendeny 19, expre constitﬁ?n oftummuuﬁunw :
diﬂb pily ..m.. crifices u-.mm‘l's the .indnﬁm m& 1!95- ::’:r:ma rate of pmmxo decline, {In the-

| ‘ ’ dthémi‘ﬂ" gl

ha&b‘hﬁmo! thinkin; appesr wh&h. to super—

mm.m“petty bourgedis.” It is & mis-
» to approach these changes from an ab-

the bol of the “petty-bourgeoh
Amrlean proletariat” — became the
- oom lately new and radical
end of World War IT. The scooter and
e European worker appeared during the
strilne in the form of  flying strike
of the ftuture revoluttomry detenn
_ hnproletarlet
Fio mmlitiu ‘of the under-
t'_m?mmmwm dis~ : )
;- WOLEers,  other . pew. mammawmm
MDQ'”'&WN“M vaﬁ?awum variants should be included:
living and culture gained by the  wibility of the:wikliing clase. rencting . g
est. The gop between the Knowl-: gy aitempt to Tiniit oF suppress its fundamental prlithl
d worker and the bourgedis tethniclin and trade-union’vights Aagainst an attengit to Enposs 'y |
disappeared or been greatly “strong” state or agains® an emergent fascist danger);
mw.uernwwkerumuchmmap- the possibility, of, a swift resction to 4 sudden financial
st self-management today than was his or pelitical crisis; the pbusibility of mass opposition
mnmmmdlmuf:h?oi:mulym wmaumwwmmmmw,w
y. & consclous role mﬂ ‘against general preparations war, expentinl:
. point for ‘revolutionary ‘Marxists is. to link up the
'toi-today'swotkermmchanun-"z pupmo!mdﬂhnnywdnﬂmwith the maises
¥ over-all economic intersction among through. a -series of transitional demands: em'rupondim
e intertwining of all | Pl ' wmmucmwwumhmmumw-
' intimate-ties with ‘the malss movement, The ‘objactive is
to stimulate and bromden mass stn At
increased p mdtomoveasmnehuwunowm! playing 8 e
in political ad: ) tnn. lomthlng ing role in such struggies, be aning with: 3
axls mmepnst. Ithuaot for Marxists  mentary demands snd séeking to ﬂm‘m&v;
‘Marxist truth thet cipitalism is the  direetion of trunsitional s!ogmm tlie Jevel of govern..
of the workers for socinlinn.atlust ment power and thie creation of bodies of dual powes.
field. - {Labor to Power; !‘waWarkaemt;km




ers and Peasants Gevernment; A Workers Government

Based on the Trade Unions: and other varianty.) -
- In-the United States the wave otworkinz-clns mibd-
" ‘tancy which can lead to a decisive turn in the domestic
- {situstion will in all Hkelihood follow a comparable pet-

tern. 1t will 'come about as the capitalist class under-

mines its alliance with the trade-union buresucracy by

w-starling . to pass on: te the American working class the
-~ €OBt-of measures required to countéract the chronic
deficit of the balance of payments, mounting inflation
and depreclation' of the dollar - aecompanied by sup-
. pression of escalator clauses in collective cantracts, ‘at-
{empts to freeze or lower real wiages in order to im-
prove the cmnpetitive position in foreign markets, in-
-erepsed indirect taxation of low and medium incomes,
-ete; The long-range tendency toward. rising permanent
.unemployment and the relative whittling down of trade
- union strength will add to the ferment. The first major
moves of the capitalist class against the working class
could touch off a tremendous defensive reaction, forcing
-some union leaders -to break their alfiance with the
- Demaocratic: party and: finally.-opening up the road for
thoﬁpmnmeotamhborm. e

:therefore, the following:- the -‘colonial revolution will
legatihue, involving new countries ‘and o its
¥ as more workers' states sppear.. It will
not lead directly to the overthrow of capitalism in the
# centers but -it--wﬂ;: play: a powerful role in

- sy slear from the emergence’ of ‘Castroist currents.
- kb phessure .of the masses in the workers’ states Wit
: continue, with a tendency toward increasing mass’ 8t
* dlom and:the possible beginning of political’ rebltition

dn, several! workers' states. Both these d _'

$he;slowing down of its rate of ¢xparaion. < -
42 The possibility of & working-clase.victory in ‘sh-tm-
perialint country — not just Portugal de Spathy’ '

during the Suez crisis, the 1960 Berlin erisis, and fin-

- ally ‘and most ominously during the fall 1962 orisig ¢
o --Beveral: conjunctural factors explain why im
belp. of perlodic. waves of rearmament; no Hiag

gre -
t e .
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Hthic. ‘The "6 “imperfiifstpowers 1k’ Bigliin -and”
@rance, redused 15 the status of mere satéllites to the
American cdlossits, may well find it highly profitable
to prepare-for war and to sccept the Anterican hand-
outs needed to shere up their structures. Expetience -
has taught them, however, that war itself is not nec-
essexily as profitable as' its prepirhtion. And this ele-

sesking a comprimise when the opponent’
‘plunge into war, It s 2 dangerous

merve? It can be punctuied at any
e or by a “misunderstanding” or by

“fwolsrof ‘pewrly unsnimous scientific opinion -
Kheadt nuclear world war ‘would signify fhe
spsculativé vietory in an atomic world-
setilnunism,; mankind must exist. A cers
tnktarial Infrastructure is also neces- -
n that “communist conseiouisriess” -
eommunism in a world of radio.
below the level of the primitive
The goal must be to prevent

> Step toward prevention of a nu-
tout the Soviet A-bomb, a worl ;‘
ly broken tub s a Consequence

; mﬁ?}m despite the appear--

# tlogans as “Bettér deadt thiaw red” °

Wit 8 mot inevitiible, The" realistic
hatians. The inter . Process of col-
40, political revilution in the workers’ -
Gbtirinn révalidion in the imperislist
hia this & one 'vst.--‘.it;d_,mdﬁmm The de- -
he outlook of “the imperialists. ‘As the revolutionary
less. confident in their own ultimate perspective and

Pppshonr oo

IAAE W0y

he other Hand the very sax

to the fu.
alternative is open
revolution, they are

wir; On t
but passive capitulation before . . fre
capable of plunging Into & fatil adventure. But at a
cettain point, the momentum of the class
place the workers in the
tion to iriterverie in time and

In the final analysis ¢
tariat in the

_ s struggle

Yy and Gresce in 1943-40; ¢
of Stalin in the.
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In 1923 Trotsky.
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ten sections were present at the foundirig conference
of the Fourth International in 1938; less than twenty

< ‘;tits Second World Congress. in 1848, Today Trotsky-

organizations exist in forty countries and most of

these’ organizations are stronger thanithey were ten or
---Itltven'ty"yégi-s‘ ‘dgo - if they existed at-all at that time.

- Two significent developments must be ‘stressed, In
‘the first “place the Trotskyist movement in récent
years has grown in a notable Way, more or less follow-
ing the general rise of revolutionary developmsnts on
2 world scale.. This. fact in itself proves that. the Trot-
“skyist movement cortespondsito.the objective needs
"6f the world proletariat and is nét a mere paSsing phe-
‘nomenon peculiar to particular countries for a brief

- phase. Egpeclally worth noting is its success a3 agajnst

I trends in the communist méveinent

‘pther qp
' vahich “bagan. .
- ' Wwe may list the Bordiguists in Italy, the
4n . Germany, the  Lovestonites in the
o, the Cntalan::?ederaﬁ&_l in Spain, the
- Lengue in Japan, and a nimber of others.
“pational communist” oppositional tendencies
¢ly, failed to develop into world-wide organ-
hy angd most of them have all but disappeared or
aker than. the Trotskyist forces even in their

fpabitiona; . trend, the Yugoslav Titolsts, have. held
tite fo war, for nearly twenty -years, and yet have

oves an.p le of offering & serious challenge on the
-initernational field. At B
Secondly, Trotskyism has again and ‘again proved
its - ottractivenets to revolutionary-minded ~ youth
‘whether originating in the Social Democrilic or Com-~
. munnist parties and in countries as different as the
. United States and Belgium,. France and Japen, Indo-
~ nesia and Haly, Greece and Britain., This is striking
‘proof that the Trotskyist movement corresponds to a
birning need on en international scale felt by thousands
“yanguard glements . maving away from ‘the oppor-
nist polices of the traditional workingéclass lesder-
ip and seeking ways and nveans of bhilding & new
lernative revolutionary leadership capable of guiding
roass struggles to success. R

program. of Trotskyism: and the orgahizational weak-
_mess of the movement stiliggiing for ity reslization is
fiot the latetwenties"and i the thirties it .
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) _initially . with much greater atrength,

se. It .ahould be observed that one competitive.

fis. incapacity to'Mold power after 1924 was di-

rectly related to his capacity to win power in a situa-
tion like that of 1917. In remaining faithful to the long-
range interests of the proletariat, Trotsky had {o share .
Its temppnery eclipse in the Soviet Union under the rise
‘of, the. reagtionary social forces which Stalin came to
reptesent and to express. With the downfall of the
Stalin cult, Trotsky's star has again begun to risé in
the Soviet Union.~- in otliér” words, the proletsrjat
there is once.iore beginning to move into the poli-
,tical. arena. :

- N THE final analysis, the fate of the Trotskyistiinove-
ment is linked to the.dialectical interrelationship
between the three sectors of the world revolution. This
is the nheceszary basis for any real understanding of
‘the organizational vicissitudes of the Trotskyist move-
it, including solutions for its most difticult argan- -
izational problems. ‘

Being proved theoretically cc.rect -in the t\untm

and thirtles did not lead automatically to the strength. .
ening of the Trotikyist movement. Trotsky's theery
explained why the British general :strike of 1026 was -
lost, why the Chingse Revolution. of, 1925-27 was lest,.
why Hitler was able to come to power virtually un~.

opposed, why ‘the Spanish Revolution was dm
&nd why ‘We"grédt bpsurge in the French labor move~
ment’ in the '

s were defedts for the proletariat and therefore
defeats rdrf% folskyist movement snd it suffered
the most heavily ‘of all, Its. cadres .weir:l“doeium'ted,-
whether tRrolgh® discouragement, capitulation, im-
prisonment, or ' outfigh “;:‘q;ﬂer. All world  reaction
centered its mat"‘@i" g blows agsinst. the Trotakyist
movement — from Stalin. throu._h Roosevelt to- Hitler. .
In all 'history no radical political movement has suf-
fered such persecution. or. received so little help from
sources outside its own ranks as the Troiskyist move-
ment. That the pioneers could hang on at all:is mon-.
umental testimony to the tenacity of the humsn will,
With the turnh of the class struggle on an interna-
tional scale at the end of World War II, it might heve
the first to profit from the upsurge, 1 :
lationship with the concrets p o~
proved to be more complis

ddle ‘thi i?iwm to naught. Bui these

ntertes

skyist movement could benefit only in the

and in the long range, .
To understand this, it is necessary to go

most important single event in World. War

victory of the Soviet Union. This victery. sia
chain reaction, the end of which is not yot in, is
The oppressed peoples of the world turned wgiis.

they had at previgus times to the first wovkers'

o

for inspiration and guidance. Bub government.

in the Soviet Unioh was held. by the Staliniet
cracy. .Consequént.liir:,;'th‘gq_ Dbureaucragy -
skyism — was temporarily strengthened. -
This paradox w%etphined at.the.time by
skyist movement We also, foracast that the vigy

 strengthening the bureaucracy would soon: beght .
undermine if, and.the ' d .




clearly be seen in the pattern of the rise of the work-
ers’ states since the end of the war — from Eastern
Europe to Yugoslavia and China and finally to Cuba,
$he Jeadership has: demonstratedincreasing indepénd-
ance. from the: Soviet tbureaucrary: ©F b T

.. The tendengy-cari-be seed ininother way. The breik-
up of ithe Stalinist- menclith: hias been: aécompanied by
an incrersing neceasity: fordiscussion’ among the. Com-
munist parties, and an increasing need to deal with
real issues in a reasoned way instead of in Stalin's
way of ;substitu\:li!!g. false, issues and replacing reason
by’ dpithiets, ‘Slanger ahd’ frame-ups. It is instructive
Sor{istance to sed’ that ghe of the major points under
Wotlddiide ‘dgbate today 'is the necessity of extending
the ‘groletariin revalution ‘as ‘the only realistic way to
ehd the'thisat of imperialist war. Clearly the disputants
afé¥iearing what ‘up to now has been congidered ex-
clusively the realm of Trotskyist discourse. The victory

atithe Soviet Union in the war, the victory of the Yu-
gostay’ and ‘'Chinese Reévolutions and most recently the
Ciffan Revolution, as well as the destruction. of the
Stalin cult, cahnot help but strengthen Trotskyism.

As‘L'F. Stonie; the acute American radical journalist

observéd dtter ¥ irip to Cuba, the revolutionists there
dre “tincontious™ Trotskyists. With the coming. of. full
cdnstiousness arhong these and related currents,. Trot-
sXyism will become & péwerful current.

“ This fn turn will influence the development of the
thiee sectors of the world revolution. The appearance
-of Ypiils Trotskylst parties will bring to bear a new.
potrertul force in the political arena. Even before these
AENS gain majority status in various countries, their
24 presance and the partial successes they will begin
Pegister can profoundly influence world events by
htening the natural rhythm of
Pt in the three main sectors,

eadres of the Fourth International ‘carried: out
i revolutionary duty in keeping alive the pro-

itig to the program of Trotskyism were im-
‘the elfacts of long years of isolation and per-

h: Two main problems have proved of perennial

* thi% that ‘sought a short cut to the establishment. of
& mass organization. Buch experiments have in every
insthnde proved disastrous, ending in the disappearance

frofit the revolutionary-socialist movement of many of

- thosd o became caught up In these adventures. A

pafiiri' tendencies. In contrast to the opportunists, who
904k escape from the pressure of the hostile environ-
rt' by moving away from principles, sectarians re-
#ito the books and convert the texts into dogmas.
‘réelutionist’ isolated by circumstances over which
2 has no control can fall intp sectarianism guite un-

- It is therefore a more insidious danger for

eagsier to recognize, '

'woirlling ‘elass; i.e., of new revolutionary mass parties,
* remaias the central task of our epoch. The problem is
not that of repeating over and over again this elemen-
tary truth, but of explaining concretely how it is to
‘be ‘done. In fact, the building of revohitipnary mass
:parties combines three concrete processes: the process
-d»vcg;\qg‘aing and constantly enriching the Marxist

the revolutionary
it Trotskyism and adding to it as world events

: ‘But this does not signify that the organiza-

n. At times a tendency has appeared here or

» problem has been the occasional riss of sec-

MR piall organization than opportunism, which is gen- -
- The building of an altérnative leadership of the

ﬁw‘utionary mn'ram, of bul!dmgf educating ‘and

hardening a’ reyolutionary Marxist-cadre; ‘and: of win-@"

ning mass influence for this .cadre,: These three pro-
Cesses aré diafectically intertwined. Divorced from the
Thess movement, & revolutionary cadre becomes a sect.
Divorced fram the program of revolutionary Marxism,
cadres inmumersed im' the mass movement eventually
suceumbi ‘to opporturnism. And divorced from practical
testing' by cadres striiggling, as.part and parcel of the
masses, the revolutionary program itselt becomes cs-
sified and degenetates into a sterile incantation of
dogimnatic ‘formulas. "~ ; N T

-“The ‘world Trotskyist movement has given much

~ consideration {d° the’ problem of setting out with small

forces to win the working class and: organize it into
& party capable of challenging the rule of the cspital~
ist class. The over-all principle on. which it has: pro-
ceeded on the organizational Jevel is. the Leninist. die-
tum that a revolitionist ‘must .not permit himself to

be separated from his'clpss under any stances.
It is thus’ the ‘orin ‘for Trotskyists to belong to the
union of their trade or industry and to play an sactive

role in union -affairs no matter h%w,r.e_ncuomry the

of class consciousneds' and powerful political organizas
tions, as in Western Xurope and Australis, an especially
difficult problem is posed for the revolutionary nucled.
Because of this tradition and tha power of their num-
bers, these organizations commund: deep loyalty from
the workers. As a result of past defeats and the
period of buresucratic control over. the labor ]
ment, the musses, when they. display readiness to take -
the road of revolutionary aétion, do nat begin with

i

a fully developed Marxist consciousness. but with an

outlook which is closer to left centrism, . -

In addition to this, the buresueratic leaderships do
not facilitate bringing revolutibiiavy. Markist educa»

~ tionsl material to the ranks. They operate as ruthless

permanent factions, complately hostilé 1o,
Trotskyism and prepared to engage in witch hynting
and the use of the most undemocratic measures ‘against

those who advance fresh or challenging views.

Such are the general conditions that must be faced

by the revolutionary nuclei. They have no choice but
to practice “entryism”; that is, to participate ss an
integrated component in the internal life of the mass
movement. The special function of the nuclei in such
situations is to advance transitional slogans that serve.
to bridge the gap between the inadsquate conselous-

" ness of the masses and the objéctive néed to enter into

action on the road to revolution. The revolutionary
nuclei actively participate in building left-wing. ten- .
dencles capable of leading broeder and broader sec-
tions of the masses into action. Through the experiences
built up in these actions, they assist in transforming
the best forces of these centrist or left-centrist ten-
dencies into genuine revolutionary Marxists.

The purpose. of “entryism® is not to construct a
“pressure- group,” as some critics have charged, but
to build a mass revolutionary Marxist party in the
reel conditions that must be faced in a number of
countries. The tactic is mined with dangers. and dif- '

"
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b,q:ulti_es and cannot be successfully carried out unless
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these ara constantly borne in mind. But for a certain

stage of work, no practical alternative remains open.

. Owing to national peculiarities, the tactic has many

varients. It must be applied with great flexibility and
without dogmatism of any kind. The norm for those

engaging in it is to maintain a sector of open public.

work, including their own Trotskyist publication.

No matter what the specific situation may be in
which 2 Trotskyist organization finds itself, 0 long as
it remains essentially a small propsganda group, it
cannot play a leading mass role. Nevertheless it can
work effectively in helping the masses to learn by ex-
perience through active and persistent effort at bridg-
ing the gap between their level of understanding and
the objective situation. Stated in the most general way,
this is aleo the course that must be followed to become
a mass party. It is summed up in “The Transitional
Program,” written by Trotsky in 1938. This program
must be kept constantly up to date through study of
shifts in mass consciousness and through constant ef-
fort to connect up with them.

Ap acute problem in relation to the construction of

revolutionery-socialist parties in many countries is .

Iack of time to organize and to gain adequate exper-
ience before the revolution breaks out, In previous
decades this would signify certain defeat for the revo-
lution. Because of & series of new factors, however,
this is no lenger necessarily the case. The example of
the Soviet Union, the existence of workers’ states from
whom material sid can be cobtained, and the relative
weakening of world capitalism, have made it possible
for revolutions in some instances to achieve partial
successes, {0 reach certain plateaus (where they may
rest in unstable equilibrium as in the case of Bolivia),
and even to go as far as the establishment of a work-
ers' state. Revolutionary Marxists in such countries
face exiremely difficult questions, from an inadequate

~ level of socialist consciousness among the masses to
a degrth of seasoned or experienced cadres to caryy -

out & myriad of pressing tasks. No choice is open to
them in such situations but to participate completely and
wholeheartedly in the revolution and to build the party
in the very process of the revolution itself,

HE building of new mass revolutionary parties re-

mains the central strategic task. To co-ordinafs
this work, the existing nuclei of these parties must
be brought together in an international organization.
.The final test of truth, as Marxists well know, is
human action. Without the test of action, all theory
becomes bare and sterile. The correct analysis of the
world situation today is more complex then ever be-
fore. One fact alone graphically illustrates this: the
pecples of more than one hundred countiries are for
the first time in history constantly involved in weorld
events, sometimes in a highly explosive way. Only
analysis of the world situation constantly re-examined
and tested in the light of practical action can enable

all the sectors of a world-wide movement to feel the -

pulse of history in the making. Only an International
based on democratic centralism, permitting different
tendencies to confront each other democraticatly while
uniting them in action, can allow experiences from ail
corners of the world to become properly weighed and
translated into revolutionary tasks on a world scale.
It is not possible on the national ficld any longer to

fao

arrive at a correct analysis or action. without a gen-
eral understanding of world developments. Never have
countries and national sectors of the working class
been so interdependent as today. The view thst rev-
olutionary movements can be built on a “national”
scale or in “regional”™ isolation has never been zo be-
hind the times as in the age of Intercontinemtal Bal-
listic Missiles and travel in outer space,

What is involved is the construction of something
qualitatively different Irom the mere sum of the na~
tional organizations. By pocling national experience
and opinion in accordance with the rules of democratic
centralism it is possible to build an international lead-
ership much superior to anything within the capacity
of a gingle section, The basic concept is not that of
assembling a staff of intellectuals, however valuable
and necessary this is, but of combining on an inter-
national scale leaderships that are deeply rooted in
their own national soi and connected in a Jiving way
with the masses of their own country. An international
leadership of that kind is capable of performing the
difficult dual task of kesping theory up to date and
of working out viable policies of revolutionary action
on the great world issues of the day.

The necessity to build a strong, democratically cen-
tralized International iz underscored all the more by
the present dialectical relationship between the three
main sectors of the world revolution. In the sdvanced
countries, the International can perform crucial serv-
ices in behalf of revolutions in colomial countries,
opening up ways and means of appealing to the feeling
of solidarity that exists even among the most politically
backivard workers. The International can help the
fighters of the colonial revolution remain true inter-
nationslists, retaining their confidence in the world
proletariat and learning to distinguish the working
masses in the imperialist countries from the govern-
ments angd the {reacherous leaders of the traditionsat
mass organizations, Among the advanced workers, in-
tellectuals and youth of the workers’ states, the Inter-
national can play & special role in helping them to dig
through the debris of forty years of falsification, dis-
tortion and slander as they seek to find their way to
revolutionary Marxism,

The victory of the Cuban Revolution haa led some
tendencies in the internationsl labor movement to put
a question mark on the necessity of building revolu- .
tionary Marxist parties, and especially on the neces-’

_sity of building a democratically centralized revolu-

tionary Marxist International. Such a conclusion is al!
the more unfounded in view of the fact that Fidel
Castro, as a result of his own experience in a living
revolution, today stresses the decisive importance of
building Marxist-Leninist parties in all countries.

In truth, the need to build revolutionary mass par-

" ties and a revolutionary-socialist International flows

from the objective tasks facing the proletariat in seek-
ing power, in winning it and in exercising it after the
victory. The inadequacy and treachery of the old lead-
erships of the working class have made the nesd it
the more imperative. The threat of nuclear annihiis.
tion has converted it into a matter of life and desth:
for all mankind. There is no way to win world soeiads
icen except through revolutionary mass parties fra-

-ternally =ncsocleted in an international organization.

Difficult as the task may seem, it will be accomplished
— &nd in time, B
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