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“That the private ownership by a class of the land and instruments of production, distribution and exchange

is opposed to this vital principle of justice, and is the
and social

Jundamental basis of all oppression, national political

“That the subjection of one nation to another, as of lrelund to the wathority of the British crown, is a barrier
10 the free political and economic development of the subjected nation, and can only serve the interests of

the exploiting classes of both nations.”’

INTRODUCTION

Many things have changed since James Connolly
wrote the above passage in the manifesto of the Irish Soc-
ialist Republican Party in 1896, including the precise form
of British rule of Ireland. But it is a suitable starting point
for an examination of the ideas and tasks of socialists in
this country who oppose the continued British domination
of Ireland. It puts the central political issues very clearly.

Firstly, that for 800 years British rule of Ireland, in its var-
ious forms, has meant the continual distortion of the Irish
economy in the interests of Britain — to the detriment of
the vast majority of the Irish people. It is only when al}
forms of British influence are finally overthrown that the
possibility of the full development of the Irish economy and
the overcoming of divisions in the lrish working class will
be realised. For us, this fundamental principle of the right
of the irish people as a whole to self-determination is the
starting point for our understanding of the Irish situation
and our duties as socialists in Britain.

Secondly, that the subjection of Ireland to Britain benefits
the exploiting classes of those countries. The British work-
ing class has nothing to gain from the relationship. An inte-
gral part of the fight of the British working class to defend
their living standards and to overthrow the capitalist class
which has exploited them for centuries must be the support
of the Irish in their fight against the same enemy. We will
try to explain these two themes in turn in this short pam-
phlet — and show the connection between them.

SELF DETERMINATION... TROOPS QUT NOW'

For many people it may seem strange that socialists and
internationalists should support the right of nations to self-
determination. Surely, we believe in an international
socialist society in which individual nations and national
divisions no longer exist. How then do we justify our
support for Irish national independance?

In fact, socialist advance in Ireland is impossible, unless it
also involves a revolution for national independance. Again
Connolly expressed this idea very clearly in the ISRP mani-
festo: “The struggle for Irish freedom has two aspects — it
is national and it is social... The Party which would tead the
Irish people from bondage to freedom must then recognise
both aspects of the long-continued struggle of the Irish nat-
ion.”

The root of the economic backwardness of Ireland, the
root of the divisions between Protestant and Catholic, the
whole structure of capitalism in Ireland lie in centuries of

British rule, Socialists who champion the cause of the work-
ers and oppressed must understand the root of that oppress-
ion. Socialists must, as Connolly did throughout his life, supp-
ort every demand of the national struggle and be to the fore-
front in those struggles. Only in this way will they be able to
demonstrate the unity of the two struggles, and bring to the
fore demands and ideas which can lead to real freedom — a
soctalist society.

An international society will only be possible when forms of
oppression are finally destroyed and this includes national
oppression.

There can be no British solution in Ireland, no solution which
does not begin to remove every vestige of British rule.

SIX COUNTIES

The six county state is testimony to this position. The six
county state is a completely artificial creation. [t exists for

one reason only: to provide a bastion to British rul: in Ireland.
To do this, British imperialism has bolstered the Protestant
community. Through granting Loyalist control of both the
means of repression and of the purse strings, a permanent maj-
ority of the six counties has been won to support of the ‘imper-
ial link’. At the same time, the material conditions have been
laid for the creation of a caste in the working class and its con-
sequent permanent division. But this loyalty of Protestant
workers is bought at the expence of the exclusion of the Catho-
lics from social and political life. The six counties is based upon
the permanent denial of democratic rights, including the right
to work, to the Catholic working class. Any challenge to this
towly position in whic h Catholic workers find themselves
threatens the very existence of the state.

Even though British imperialism  no longer has a direct need
for the present division in Ireland, it is totally unable to do any-
thing about it. If we look at the present situation in Ireland we
see the situation nearer to civil war tha= at any other time in
the last six years. The victory of the Loyalists in the Constitut-
iona] Convention only confirms the policy of concessions
granted to the Loyalists since the Loyalist strike last year. When
we say that there is no British solution, that is shown in their
inability to oppose the strength of the Loyalists. But this needs
to be done. Does anybody really believe that a solution can be
brought about by these organisations except over the dead
bodies of the Catholic working class? British troops uphold

the state which guarantees these privileges. The first task for
socialists in this country is to explain to British workers, fed
with the daily distortions and propaganda of the press, that the
ultimate responsibility for violence and sectarianism in Ireland
is British responsibility and to build an awareness of that fact
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and a movement in this country which fights for the ending
of British rule.

Ask anyonc in Andersonstown or the Falls Road what Brit-
ish rule means -- they 'l suy “the troops”. Whenever British
rule has been threatened, they have noi hesitated to use the
most brutal methods to restore “law and order”. Everyone
knows of the reign of terror imposed by the Black and Tans
in 1920. The Whitclaws and the Reeses of that generation
always explained that these methods were necessary to save
the Irish from themselves. When the city of Cork was razed
to the ground by the Black and Tans, Hamar Greenwood,
Colonial Secretary, explained in Parliament: *'it was necess-
ary in order to save Cork from destruction.”

Today it is no different. British stability in [reland was
threatened, first by the Civii Rights Movement, and then by
the mass opposition of the minority s»earheaded by the
Provisional [RA. The response was to send in troops. The
response was internment, Bloody Sunday, torture, curlews.
After five years of “keeping the pcace”, the result is over
1,200 dead, and the cxtreme Orange organisations are as
strong as ever. What more proof could there be that there
is no British solution in Ircland?

British troops are not in [reland to keep the peace, they are
in Ireland to defend British interests and to carry out British
policy. Today, ¢ven during the trucc, that is still true. The
Constitutional Convention is another concession to the
Loyalist organisations; the army is propping up that conven-
tion. Over the last five years the sharpest point of British rule
has been the bayonets of the British army. That is why, for
the IMG, the fundamental principle of self-determination
leads us to see the central issue around which to campaign in
this country is lor the immediate and total withdrawal of
British troops.

We believe it is this issue which expresses most clearly the
meaning of British rule of [reland; and teh clearest issue
around which it will be possible to build a movement of the
British working class which starts from a clear rejection of
Rritish rule.

pir o, - RS

The corvnonzst objection to this position is taht the with-
drawal of troop: would fvad Lo massive secturian warfare in
which huudreds or eiue thousands woidd be killed, and out
of which Protestant suls would be re-established. Of course,
this is the favourite bogey of the Wilsons and the Reeses of
this world. At one level, this cry represents the typical col-
onial mentality that the ‘natives” are incapable of governing
their own lives. But it does represent a certain reality. But
the truth of the matter is that the presence of the troops
makes the possibility of such a bloodbath cven more certain.
The troops greatly strengthen the morale of the Loyalists.
By defending the structure of the six county state, they arc
tangible evidence that the traditional way of solving their
problems -- by repressing the Catholics  is still on the
cards. The obvious partisan feeling {or the Loyalists plays

a similar riic.

But equally important is teh role of the troops in smashing
any self-defence organisation which the Catholics may con-
struct. Whats more th army turns a blind cye, nay, gives
cover to the operation of sectarian assassins and bomb att-
eeks which perform the same role as wellas contributing to
the demoralisation of the Catholic minority.
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Add to this the politi sal concessions which the 1abour Goy
ernment hus granted over the past period 1o the Loyalisis
which hus enonmously boosted the morale of the Loyalists,
not to mention the extension of the special reserves of the
potice and the Ulster Defence Regiment which is tantamount
to putting the Loyalist sectarian gangs into uniform, and
there is all the makings of a Loyalist shock force ready to
launch civil war. The less successful the army is in smashing
the Catholics, the more baying will become the deamnnds and
direct action sorties of these elements. The people who are
paviug the way to civil war are those that use troops and give
ground to the Loyalists.

This, of course, is the point we should make loud and clear to
all those people that arc sisicere in their fcars about a potential
bloodbath situation. There are groups and individuals who
gemuincly desire an independant breland and the ending of
sectarian divisions; who understand that the role of the troops
is an imperialist role; and arc genuinely concers-s¢ that 2 vapid
withdrawal could have disastrous consequences. ere w say
two things: firstly, examine what the army is doing. s ihe
preseuce of the army lessening sectarian divdsions or is it height-
ening them? What is the army doing (0 stop the Protestant uss-
assination squads? Is the Constitutional Convention going to
bring the unity of the frish working class and the 1 ification of
Yreeland nearer or further away? s the army tryiig to stump

eni the continued existence of sectarias privileges or is it de-
fending them?

If you examince what the army is doing today, vou must con-
clude that, at every stage and on cyery issue, it stands in the
way of progress.

A DIVIDED WORKING CLASS

The point is that violence and sectarian strife are built into

the six county statelet, Without a divided working class, with-
out the privileges for the Protestants. there would be o supp-
orters of British rule in the working class. The tdrological div-
isions of the Irish working class between Protestant and Cath-
olic have a rea! muterial base. So today Protestant worksrs in
the north continue to vote for Orange bigots fike Paisley and
Craig. They join ap with the para-military gangs. They celebrate
sectarian assassinutions and they brandish their sectarizn con-
ceit at cvary opportunity. In sem, in defence of their privileges
they support the existence of a six county state which is based
¢ the divisions io the working class.

The only way therefore to avoid a bloodbath: the only way
tliat the sectarianism of Protestant workers will be overconie;
the only way that Protestant workers will bagin to loo': for 3
real alternative, iy wher the materiel buse of thoir idestogy. the
six county state, is destroyed - or thies i3 u eir gedu which
clearly threatens this state. This in fect has been the experizion.
The bringing down of Stormont, shattered the Grange monolith
and we saw the emergence of a whole series of competing ‘sol-
utions’: frem Faulkner to Alliance, from Paisley to Craig, from
UDA to UVF - to the 57 varieties of Loyalist gangs. The poss-
ibility arose of some Protestant workers jumping aver the divide.
The impusse of the national struggle after the bringing down of
Stormont, altowéd these forees Lo reorganise themselves. The
Loyelist General Strike took it off the agenda. But we could
cleatly sec the potentialities.

But we in the British workers movement are not passive obser-
vers in this process. To some extent what we do in this country
will decide the form and the outcome of the impending confront-




ation. and the opening up of civil war. It will be the Loy-
alists, in defence of their privileges, that will launch a civii
war or through massive pogroms on the Catholics as in
1969, bring a massive bloodbath. Whether they launch
such an attack will depend on their morale and combativ-
ity. A movement in this country in opposition to these
Irish *British’ workers and their solution will be like 3 stab
in the back. With no support from their imagined ‘kith and
kin" their determination to defend their privileges at the
expence of the Catholics is likely to be sorely undermined,
neutralising significant layers, if not actually winning them
to the side of a united Ireland free from British control.

Nonetheless, even in the best possible circumstances, there
will still be a section of Protestant workers who will fight

to the end to defend the sytem of privileges they have supp-
orted for 150 years. Just as, in Britain, there are workers
who support fascist organisations like the National Front,
and who will fight to the death against a socialist revolution,
so this is unfortunately true in Ireland.

No Socialist could ever welcome the idea of one group of
workers fighting and killing another, but when have the
capitalist class ever taken arms themselves? At some stage,
the path to the unification of the Irish working class, divided
for centuries by the deliberate “divide and rule” tactics of
British imperialism, will meet opposition from sections of
the Protestant working class. However undesirable, it can-
not be avoided. We believe that the withdrawal of British
troops and the dismantling of all aspects of British rule
would, by taking away the props which have supported the
Protestant ascendancy for so many years, minimise sectarian
war and bloodshed.

If you are not prepared to support the call for immediate
withdrawal of troops you must answer two questions. What
are the troops doing today which is helping to prevent civil
war? What path do you see to socialism in Ireland that does
not involve a certain level of sectarian war?

IRELAND — AN URGENT QUESTION FOR
BRITISH WORKERS

This TOM conference, because of the large number of del-
egates from working class organisations, is a step forward

in the process of developing understanding and support

from British workers. But it is equally clear that we still

have a2 long way to go. Presumably everyone at this confer-
ence is agreed that our central task is to build a movement
with real roots in trade union and Labour Party organisations
which js capable of forcing a change in British policy in
Ireland. We have to examine the political arguments and
tactics necessary to achieve this.

Most importantly, the argument that the British working
class has nothing to gain from British ruie of Ireland, and
that British rule can never lead to peace. It is this we have
already outlined. But to reach a wide layer of workers, we
have to relate our political positions to the immediate un-
derstanding and struggles of the British working class.

The capitalist world is headed for another intensive econ-
omic crisis. Unemployment in many countries is at its high-
est since the 30s, inflation in Britain is now around 25%.
As ever, the response of the government and employers is
to try to make workers and their families bear the brunt

of the crisis. 1n Britain, real unemployment is over a million, the
press is full of speculation of massive cuts in welfare services,
compulsory incomes policy, etc etc. Without a doubt, we will
see countless huidreds of local struggles against redundancies,
for wage rises to compensate for the rise in the cost of living
and so on. A vital weapon in the bosses’ armoury will be their
ability to play on divisions within the workers ranks.

At Imperial Typewriters in Leicester, we saw how the existence
of racism led the bulk of white workers to scab on Asians who
were striking against lousy pay and conditions. There are
countless examples of male workers who have refused to supp-
ort women workers in the same factory who were demanding
equal pay. One union fighting another, one section [ighting an-
other. The employers know how to exploit all thesc divisions

to break the fighting unity which will be necessary for the work-
ing class to beat back the present offensive.

The issue of Ireland is just such a division, although not always
0 obvious. It is a breeding ground for the right wing. The
National Front has offices in Belfast, and strong links with the
UVF. They see the possibility of using the confusion among
British workers over Ireland as a way to increase their influence.
Enoch Powell returns to parliament, dressed in the clothes of the
United Unlster Unionist Council. He is now the most articulate
spokesman for Loyalist views. He hopes to use a base in the
reactionary positions of the Protestant workers, as a spring board

for his other ideas. As the situation around the Constitutional Con-

vention unfolds, with the danger of a big increase in scctarian
tension, this will be reflected in this country. As long as the
trade union movement takes no clear stand and the Labour gov-
ernment proceeds on its present course; these fascists and cx-
treme reactionaries will have a ready made channel for gaining
influence.

But there is another side to this danger, shown by the Jenkins
“anti-terroxist laws”. This act is a dangerous attack on some of
the most basic rights which have been won over years of struggle.
And it was imposed with scarcely a whimper of opposition, Why?

Because it was introduccd under the guise of  preventing the
right to organise around the issue of Ireland. Because it enables

the police to arrest Irish people and detain them for a weck on
“suspicion’ alone. Because it gives the Home Secretary the right
to deport Irish people. This highlights the dangers which flow
from the lack of clear understanding of the roots of the irish

struggle.

Secondly, as we have already seen in Glasgow, the army will be
used in this country against trade union activity. At Warwick
University, just last week ;700 police with riot shields were

sent in to “evict” 300 students, who had said they would leave
the building they were occupying if morc than 10 cops turned
up! Overkill -~ a clear demonstration of military power intended
to intimidate Warwick students and anyone else who might think
about occupying a university... or a factory!

The British ruling class and the British army have fearnt many
lessons from their experiences in Ireland -- the technology of
repression, new and more sophisticated techniques of riot control,
torture, etc. But also the politics of repression, how to use the
right amount of force at the right time to achieve the maximum
effect. Edward Heath said in 1970 at the United Nations that

the main use of the army in the 70s would be against internal
disorders. Frank Kitson and others have developed this in pract-
ice.
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To confront the issues ot stalie in the ish siruggle; ard to
take a clear working class standpoint — sclf-determination,
troops out now - is an urgent task.

Before we go on to map out how we sce the development
of such a movement we will briefly analyse some of the
other positions advanced on the left.

THE BILL OF RIGHTS or MAKE THE UNDEMOCRATIC
DEMOCRATIC

The position of the Communist Party (and the formal posit:
ion of the TUC) is that we should devote our energies in
this country to forcing the British government to enact a
*“Bill of Rights” for Northern Ireland. The purpose of such
a Bill of Rights would be to outlaw discrimination and sect-
arianism, to end internment, to have democratic elections
and so on. The conception is that if the six counties were
somehow made democratic by an Act of the British parlia-
ment, then you would be able to whittle away the sectarian
divisions in the North and unite the working class. Then
the struggle for a united independant Ireland and sociatism
would begin. Meanwhile troops would be withdrawn to barr-
acks.

This js just day dreaming. Such a Bill of Rights would con-
front the privileged position of the Protestants. The British
army would have to enforce it against the Protestant Loyal-
ists and the whole rationale of the six counties would be up
for grabs. But the whole history of Ireland, especially that

of the past six years argues against such an eventuality. It

is to pretend that the British army is not an imperialist army,
is not on the side of the capitalist class. Tell that to the Glas-
gow dustcart drivers!

No! The troops will not do anything that undermines British
rule. They refused to move against the UWC general strike
last year. They refuse to deal with the murderous Loyalist
gangs. Why? Because these things are the products of the

six county statc itself , which it is the job of the British army
to protect. A ‘democratic’ six counties is a contradiction in
terms. The fight for democratic rights itself (and this would
include any Bill of Rights) threatens the existence of the

six county state. Insofur as a Bill of Rights is a fight for dem-
ocratic rights, it poses immediately the re-unification of
Ireland and natio:zl liberation. The only time that the arny
and the Eritish radieg class would agree to such @ diing was
when it hird been defeated in freland and ‘stabbed in the
back’ at hume through a massive movement demanding

its withdrawal. This is the way that things happened in
Mozambique. This is the way that things happened in
Vietnam.

If any socialist had proposed a Bill of Rights in Vietnam
which the American anny was supposed to enforee, they
would have been laughed out of court. The ouly people
putting forward this nonsense were the backers of the rul-
ing class themselves - as a cover for their continued opp-
ression of the Vietnaimese people. It is the backers of imp-
erialism in Jrcland that are beginning to take up this call
today.
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sreny we b the o ol peay seplgaoly oy
amerge (rom the barasts to defond the Cathalivs from sectarian

attacic. 1t this could only occur, as we have explained “n other
ways, it the six county state was completely stabilised. But

that could only be if there was no movement {or democratic
rights in the six counties. Because the demand of democratic
rights challenges the very foundations of the six county state.

In defence of the six county state, the anmy has no option. ¢ven
if it wanted 1o, of putting down those people challenging the
state ic. those fighting for democratic rights and national umf-
jcation 2nd independance — the catholic minority. Consequently,
anyone that limits their demands to ‘back £ barracks™ is laying
the basis for a counter attack by the troops afier 4 victorious
upsurge of the minority had put them there. For what would the
army be doing between now and when it is finally withdrawn?

It would continue to permit and defend the existing nstitutions.

For all of these arguments the sarae point holds. We do nol accept
that the army -- which has always been the ultimate guaranlor

or British power in [reland and the most direct agent of oppress-
ion in Treland — can ever play a progressive role in [reland As

we have emphasised throughout the intecests of Britain and ihe
interests of the Irish people are irrcconcilably opposed, and no
solution or formula can overcome this antagonis. The only

way forward in [reland lies through the complete remaoval of all
British influence — and let’s start by building a campaign for
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of troops

Finally, there are those, such as Leo Abse, who support the call
for the withdrawal of troops but who do so for significantly
different reasons. There are some who combine it with the call
for a ‘repartition’ of Ireland, leaving four counties; or who ex-
pluin their position in terms of getting the army out, for the
army’s sake; or some who want to sce the continued existence
of the six counties.

The growth in support of such positions, starting with the pet-
ition organised by Peggy Chaston in 1972 jncrased sharply after
the Loyalist strike. These positions do not -~ clearly support
the right of self-determination and rcject the possibifity of any
British solution. They are a product of the acute crisis of British
strategy in Irefand, and an inability to see any British way forward.
These currents will prove to be very fickle allies of the Troops

Qut Movement. Any new developmeunts could lead them to change
their positions completely. If the TOM is to succeed in the pro-
ject of building a mass movement, then it must be based on

firm political ground,

What attitede shoutd we take to these currents? Arce we prepared
to work with them? We think that futurc developments in [re-
land, and the encrmous possibilities for winning working cluss
support for the positions of the TOM will give us ample oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the impossibility of any British solution
and to win our argument with these currents. Therefore the
TOM should be prepared to ' :id joint platforms and connnon
activitics with themn, with onc condition The task of the TOM

is not to provide platforms for this or that opportunist who is
trying to jump on & bandwagon. As long as we sce that they are
conducting a serious and public fight within their own organisat-
ions to win working class support fot the demand of troop with-
drawal; as long as the effect of their actions, whatever their own
intentions, moves in the dircction we want to go, then we should




be preparstl_id to work with them in all suitable ways. But, of

course, there caa never be any q@stjon of the TOM changing .

its political positions to accomodate to anyone, or participat{-
ing in any action that does not clearly nail the responsibility =~
for violence in Ircland firmly on the British door.

FORWARD FROM THE CONFERENCE -- TOWARDS A
EIASS CALPAIGH

We have argued that the IMG'’s positions and the positions of
the TOM provide the correct basis from which to build a
campuign. The question then is how? )

The wide support for this conference demonstrates that
these political positions are beginning to take hold in the
working class organisations. We call on alj ofanisations to
give clear support to, and participate in the TOM and all its

* activities.

The task from this conference is to mount a campaign in
every locality to win support from TU branches, LP organ-
isations, as wellas students unions and all political and com-
munity organisations to win sipport for these demands.

Since the Loyalist strie, the Labour goveisinsat has oper-
ated without any clear loagterm direction. They have been
living from hand to mouth, trying to win away some of the
buse of the Loyvalist organisations by giviag concessions to
Loyalism, 2.vd 1o broa' the resister-ce oi the IRA and the
Catholic comuity. Their vair, hope was to build support & -
for the “moderates” iike Brian Faulkner (the man who %™
introduced internment) and recreate scme sort of power-
sharing blnck. They have failed completely in that as the
election results show. This has two consequences, firstly

the confidence and morale of the Loyalist organisations

has been maintaizicd be@use of the continuous concessions;
and secondly, the absence of any clear stfategy now shows,
leaving the Labour government with its trousers down,
displaying its orange underwear.

The Britisti ruling class faces a growing political crisis —
deepening tensions in the Labour Party, rapidly escalating
gconomic crisis, most importantly, no clear consensus in
any of the capitalist parties on a strategy to confront and
attack the strength of the working class. Into this crisis on
the home front, we must insert the crisis facing their Irish
policy. Sections of the Labour Party are becoming more
and more disiltusioned with the situation; and of course a
number of Labour MPs have sponsored this conference;
there are signs that the Tory party may break with the bi-
partisan policy and come out for full capitulation to the
Loyalists.

Doubtless Merlyn Rees will soon be gracefully retired, hav-
ing done a “good job in difficult circumstances”. We can
expect that during the time of the Constitutional Conven-#
tion we will see more masterful inactivity, combined with<."£rf
-behind the scene manoevres. At some stage the British
government has got to make a choice between the various
options — handover to the Loyalists, moves towards integ-
ratioq, attempts to withdraw leaving things in the hands

of the Southern government, etc.

Thioughout the period of the convention, we will have
sater spportuinities to expose the various myths which

¥

- county state i3, and always will be, a sectarian s@te; the react-

the press and government have peddled. We must use the daily
events in Jreland to explain time and time 2gain that the six

ionary nature of the Lpyalist organisations; the sectarian pol-
icies of the army. All these emphasise the impossibility of a
British solution via the Convention.

When the Loyalists begifito spell out their demands, and the
British govenrment is forced towards a clear choice; we can
expect that the possibility of explaining our ideas on a wide scale
in this country will be increased.

These political possibilities have to be linked into the arguements
above explaining why it is vital for the British whrking class to
take a clear stand on the Irish question.

The crisis of British strategy in Ireland; the clear Loyalist domin-
ation of the Conwention; and the deteriorating economic situat-
ion in this country point the way. From this conference we can
move forward to make the projected rally in October the big-
gest and most significant event in this country since Direct Rule.
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