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DECISIVE CONFERENCE FOR FRENCH TROTSKYISTS _ -

Id uniste, French section of the Fourth International,
held its 3rd Congress from 7-19-lecember. We reprint below a
translation of the report of the conference published in Rouge, ’
weekly newspaper of the Ligue. \

At our Tirst conrress we declared our allegiance to the Fourth
Tnternationaly This decisinn sipnalled our commitment to the building
of a revolutionary organisation; and called a nall to the fragment-
ation and demoralisation which followed the events of lay '68.

At our second congress we broke with amateurish methods; recognising
that we now had certain responsibilities and that we must provide
ourselves with the means to respond to future developments in the
class struggle.

This third congress marked a decisive step forward in the elaboration
of a revolutionary strategy. It represents the synthesis and system-
atisation of three years of militant activity and experience.

We have grown in numbers, in abilities, aid thus in responsibilities,
Prom now on it is no longer sufficient to denounce the blind alleys
into which reformist methods inevitably lead. It is no longer
sufficient to say that the workers will not seize power that way. Ve
now have to be able to point our own way forward - to construct an
effective instrument capable of unravelling in a revolutionary sense

“he contradictions which are strangling capitalist society.

To build a revolutionary party which does not become & part of society
as it presently exists;which does not become the opposition on the
left of the left;which can Eroviﬂe the lever the masses need to

finish once and for all with the power of the bourgeoisie = that was
the purpose of the debate of the 22 theses presented to the congress.

These theses defined our tactics in constructing the party in light
of the aims which we pursue. They deal with the need to gain an
implantation in the new wopkin~ class vanguard which has developed
in the struggle. This is a vanguard which hes not rejoined the
Communist Party en masse aftsr 1962, in contrast to those of 1936
or 1945, It now has to be ghown the weys and means of doing battle
with the reformist bureaucrs~-icss ‘o= the confidence of the mass of
the workers, particularly in the trade unions, It is a question of
building an organisation which can take advantage of bourgeois legality
without becoming a hostage L. it, remaining consciocus of the fact
that with regari to the laws of the bourgeoisie we are like outlaws
who have been temporarily reprieved.

The adoption of the political resolution concerning the Union of
the Left and the crisis of the Dourgeoisie was equally important,

We have explained that, if the elsctoral campaign expresses the deep
desire of the workers for unity eoround a common programme, we will

have no hegitation in callinz in the second round for a vote for the
Union of the Teft, while &t the same time denouncing the bankruptcy
of the perspectives which it clesims S0 offer,

A group which was still small, incapeble of exerting any direct
influence on the course of events and concerned zhove all to educate
its own militants and close sympathisers, night have been justified

in taking an abstentionist pesiiion, Ve, however, are now in a position
to pose the gquestion in a differeas way. We Think that even a limited

electoral sucess for the Union of the Left would be seen by the

working clazs as a favourab e shift in the balance of forces between
the classes, as an incentive to struggle; we think also that such a
sucess could precipitate a political crisis amcng the Gaullists.
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In these circumstences,we are ready %o call in the Second Roud for
a vote for the Union of the Left because we feel that we ourselves
are in a strong position.Aware of the fact that what is at stale is
not & real solution,but a heightening of the present class tensions
we are ready to answer for all the consequences through our determinefl
rerticipation in the struggle.We are ready to play a leading role in
the sense of extending the strugglebeyond the {egal framework within - -
which the Union of the Left is content to confine it.

We have fo intervene: with, all our forces in the struggles
taking place.in order to develop and popularise examp.ss of workers!
deugepagy,of strikée committees elected and subject to recall by the
workers themselves,which constitute the most valuable experience.of
self-organisation for them on the eve of struggles on an entirely
new scale,We have to show concretely—,through support committees
for example,how solidarity can be strengthenedand cémented much
%ore firmly in struggle than in the counting of votes in the ballot
oxXes,

We also have to support the experiences,even the most rudimentary
of workers' self-defence in opposition to the violent provocations
of the police and similar forcesjand against the facist groups
and the scab bosses! unions we have to take responsibility for the
permanent organisation of this struggle.

In the sphere of organisation,we must devote our main efforts to
education.The statlistics collected at the time of the congress show
wide disparities inside our ranksdifferences of age,of political
background and experiences,of organisational origin. 411 these
differences must absorbed if we are to build an organisation
which has been hardened out theoretically-the onlyv guarentece of the
democratic life of the organmisation,This is absolutely necessary to
the test of a real internal debate instead of sinking into a conserv
ative and paternalistic approach towards the organisation itself,

Finally the number and quality of the international greetings
recieved by the congresg only omphasises the extent of our tasks as
internationalists.From sypport of the Indochinese revolution,to
support of the liberation struggle in the Portuguese colonies.

From the defence of immigrant workers,victims of capitalist supor-
exploitation and racism;to the devolpment of working-class solidarity
on & BEuropcan scale.Our 4th congress ,devoted to the preparatory
discussion for the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth Internatioal -
will provide us with the oppurtunity in the coming months toarm our-
se¢lves for these tasks,

"he content of the messages like the discussions we have been
hawving on this occ2gion with delegates from different continents
points out very clearly tThe preoccupations and commen problems
of a peneration born in the same revolutionar; age.They say that
they have mucl: to learn from our experience;te have much to learn
from theirs.It is togetler that we shall find the solutions and
it is together that we shall succeed.




WrAT IS A CLAS _VOTE?

0n the ovestioa of tactics to be adoted ia the 1973
oslectious, the Ligne was Paced with three separate positions
at Congress:t +the teudeacy of "lolshevik-Leninists for
Proletarianisation” called for abstention in the Tirst and
second rounds. A minority of the outgoing Central Cotmittee
was in favour of wvotiag in the second rouxd for P.C.
camdidates only. The majority defender the position of
voting for U.G. candidates in the second round. (In Prance
electioas occur in TWO trounde!, On the first only cand-
jdates with an absolute majority are eleeted. On the
second held a weeck later, 2 pluralitg suffices.)

RBAGT_OF [FESE TOST'IIONS AESTECTS A DIFPEAET ASSHSS EIT
OF ®IE DOTITTCAL COMJUTTCTURE AMH AR MPFE UYION OF. TIE LEFT.

ATSRATH 17 TOTH R0UIDS?

Tor the comrades of the "B-L-P Tendency" (Tenfency 1)
tha period since llay 68 has Seen cheracterired by a strain
in the relations beltwecn the worlking class and its trad-
itional organisot ons, By holding back in the struggle the
0P has caused workers to distrust the politicel solutions
put forword by thet paxrty.

miader these counditions", these comrades say, "the
1973 elections do nol appear +o the workers to be able to
accomplish much., And this results in & relative lack of
interest in the agreement belween the 3P =nd the CP wiich
seems all the less worthy of credinility in light o’ The fact
that the workers remember how the 1left expladed in iay '68."
As a result, this sgrecient and its electoral outcoine
is incapable of produciag any dynamic whatsoever. The
tyait and sce' attitude ond mood of confusion it creatcs
emongst the working class i1l be expressed by an increase
in abstentions, In advocabting abstention in both rounds,
revolutionary marxists will therefore he resnonding to
the spontancous sentiment of the working class vanguerd.
lioreover, the ligue Communisic has better things to do at the
moment than employ its entire gtrength on the elections. I
vill intervenc in the struggle through the steady and .
rogular activity of 1ts cells, without attempting to systom-
atically search for candidates %o present in the elections.

0T JUST ANY ELECTIONS

Tlumerous Speakers onposed this position from the platform
of the Congress. In their view, the spokesmen for the
Tendeoncy were making & scrious error in snalysis. In fact,
the clections of winter T3 arc not just any clections., The
point is that 1t will be the first parliamentary clection
since the general strike of lay-Junc 68 and the departurc of
Goneral de Gaullec.

Thoy occur in a context of incrcascd inflation for the
rogime, of crisis for the Caullist coalition, of an upsurge in
working class militancy and of growing discontent amongst the
massos, At this point, the signing of the joint programnc
(Union of the Lef¥) appears to offer a credible alternative.
While a large working-—class vanguard of over 10,000 morkcrs
is in foct scepticel towards tho stratogy of the Union of the
Loft; if, quitc rightly, it @-ubts whether the Union of the
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Left will open the way forward to socialismyif in gonsequence,the ;
vanguard shows itself particularily receptive toeriticisms made by *
revolutionary marxists of the joint programpe it still remains that
the bulk of the class,indoctrinated -with parliamentary illusions will®
adhere to this perspcctive,and that thc working-class vanguard
itself,no matter what its reservations,sces in a victory for the
Union of the Left the only conerctc mcans of ‘destroying the power

of the TR fHafia',and in this way rcsolving the situation,

Tor all these reasons,though it is truc that the Union of the
427t has not won any cnthusiastic amongst the workers,it is absurd
to protend on the other hand that,becausce it has met with a relative
lack of intcrest,that it lacks all crcdibility,It is uttor nonscnse
to statc that"the 75 clectionsarc of minor significance in the oyos
of the workcrs?

Vital Oppurtunity. .

Un the contary,given the political conjuncture in which they
take place,thc 73 glections will be 2 most important battle,and a
vital oppurtunity.The favourable cvolution of the balance of: forces
between the classcs,characteristic of the period aftor lay 68 is
now reflectod in the cloctoral sphere by the perceptible failure
of the: Gaullists and the success of thc opposition o1 the left.

This changc in clectoral balancc of forces,in a covntry where the
working-class is stocped in parliamentary politics,will in its turn

have an effoct on the cvelution of the rclationshin of Torcaos

betwoen the classge,A VICTORY FOR THE UNION OF THE LEFM UILL RBE

SEEN BY THE WORKERS AS A DEFEAT TOR TI'E BOURGECISIE ANM & VICTORY

FOR THE VWORKING CLASS,.It will bc a stimulus to working-class militancy

and by cmphasising the contradiction now facing working-class militants

in the shape of reformist burcaucracy may cnablc them to break

with it.
" A victory(unlikely,but not cxcluded)for the Union of the Left
is bound to precipitate & major political crisis,which could lead

to & generalised upsurge of struggle and to a test of strength

between the mess-movement and the bourgeois state apparatus.

This is why beczuse of the stakes involved thesa elections
assume an exceptional significahce for all the participants,They
will give rise to sharp battles,They will bring about a complete
polarisation of French political life in the Tirst few weeks of
the year,7ithin the working-class it willme&n wno less than a debate
on thé guestion of socialist soclety and the strategy for seizing
power,

Experience has show: that no serious political camfaign is
nossible during aa election period without direct participation

in the contest,The exercise is peintless unless candidates are put
un, However one regards the rules of the electoral ;ame,we are nit
in control of it,There are electionsin whichlow participation would
be beth '




possible and justified(cf.municipal elections _.I'71) But the
importance of the elections in this case is such that we must
make our presence felt in a big way.

VOTE ONLY FOR PC CANDILUATES

; The T endency 1 resolution was defeated by 262 votes to 12
but immediately a new debate srose within this anti-abstentionist
majority on the question of what tactics should be adopted in the
second round,

With the support of a minority of the ex~Central Committee
certain comrades proposed refusing to vote for PS (Gocialist
Party) and radical left candidates in the second round, and
voting only for the FC.

These comradesmake a lengthy denunciation of the political
programme of the PS; in the context of sharpening crisis of the
regime, what the PS was working towards was a new political
solution for the big bourgeoisie, which would involve integrat-
ing the working class by means of a shift of policy by their
most representative organisations, notably the FCF and the CGT,
The institutions of the 5th Republic and the semi-presidential
character of the regime more than made up for the weakness of the
PS in terms of its base and capacity for organisation. At this
point in time, IMitterand is in fact preparing for the 76 elections,
and the elections of 1973 are merely a stepping stone to these,
The first secretary 6f the PS intends to emerge an unopposed
leader of the united left. This implies not simply imposing
himself as a figurehead, but actuallycreating within the Union
of the Left the favourable balance of forces vis a vis the PCF
necessary to obtain zcceptance of this political solution
by the bourgeocisie. And afterwards, in the perspective of the
coming presidential elections, there will still be time to
make room for the Centre-right, in order to consolidate the
balance of forces and to ensure the confidence of the ruling
class. At the head of the PS, Mitterand is thus endeavouring
to win hegemony of the working class in pursuance of a policy
of bourgeois-technocratic reform, of the Vilson-Brandt type.

Revolutionary marxists »ust in no way seem to support
or defend this operation, THEIF RECOMIENDATION TO VOTE MUST
ALTOW THE WORKERS TO E.PRESS Th.~.R DISTRUST OF THE UNION OF
THE LEFT AND TO AGRTE CN AN AUTHINTIC CLASS VOTE IN OPPOSITION
TO THE UNION OF THE LEFT POLICY OF ECURGEOIS REFORM, In calling
for a vote for the PPC only, the Ligus Communiste would be asking
the workers to break completely with the bourgeois parties. By
responding to this call, communist voters would be saying "Break
with the lc¢ft radicals and the PS! Break with the bourgeoisie!
Put your programme into practice! Struggle for power on & c¢class
basis!" A withdrawal in favour of the Union of the Left as a
whole on the other hand, would mean giving approval to the
Mitterand operation, would deprive us of the political means
of denouncing him and restrains us to recommending a vote for
bourgeois candidates like Defecrre, Faure, and many others, In
short, it would be opportunist, and would be reflection of the
pressure exerted by the Union of the Left on our organisation.




A World-Wide Reformist Alternative

This line of argument did not
somvince Congress; many speakers pointed
to weaknesses and incoherencies in it.,
In the first place, it is not wvalid
to characterize the Union of the
Left by the programme of Mitterand dlone
And it is only this programme that
the minority comrades attack., But
it is neither the =sole, nor the dom=-
inant programme, At present a
number of mutually contradictory
programmes (that of PS, that of PC)
confront each other in the Union of
the Left, in the context of uncertain
balance of forcea. The ambitions
of Francois Mitterand are one thing.
The political and soeizl relations
of post-May 68 - France are another,
The Union of the Left cannot be an-
alyzed as if Mitterand and the PS
had already wop hegemony, when 'in
gigning the joint programme and
publicly repudiating the centre all-
iance, they have in a sense puj
themselves into the hands of the FC.

The class realities underlying
the Union of the Left must be anlysed
on a more profound level than that
of journalistic commentary. It must
be made clear that the Union of the
Left is 4o be distinguished from the
classic frontist experiences (Front
Populaire, Liberation) in that it
represents, not an alliance between
the proletariat and a leading section
of the vig bourgeoisie under the
leadership of the latter, but the
~1obal phenomenon in the traditional
working class movement, of a reform-
ist alternative. There is no party
in the Union of the Left which act-
ually represents the interests of
big capital, as with the radicals
party in 19%6 or the MRP in 1945, The
11eft' radicals' and the PS5 are
relics and marginal groupings, not
parties of the big bourgeoisie,
YWithin the Union of the Left it is
the PCF, a reformist workers' party,
which has hegemony at the moment.

And it is this hegemony of the PC
which defines the terms of the
alliance and gives it its clasé

character, not the presence of this
or that bourgecis politician,

With 211 respect to the Lambertistes;
the winning over af the left rad-
icals does not affect the class nat-
ure of the Union of the Teft, and
the marginal character of their
affiliation is proved by the faot
that they did not even take part

in the discussions on the joint
programme to which they put their
signature!)

The entire ruling class make no
mistake about this. No section af
the ruling class gives any support
to the Union of the Left., 0On
the contrary, as it exists in 1973
the Union of the Left is bringing
about a polarization of the classes:
gn the one side, the working class
(represented by its political and
trade union organizations - CGT,
FEN, CFDT etcu...) polarising
various layers of the petit-bourg-
goisie on the other, the differsnt
sections of the ruling class
polarize equally different strata,
of the middle class and the petit-—
bourgecisie, This is why the
ruling class both feara the frowth
of and mounts attacks on. the
influence of the Union of the Left,
This does not constitute a changed
political aclution for the big
bourgecisie ", despite the faet
that the bourgeoisie may be forced
to turn to it in the wvent of a
catastrophe just os it was resigned
to the presence of the FC in the
1945 government, In this situation
it is clear that to criticize the
Union of the Left as a '"Popular
Workers' Front' ie. with the slogans
"Comrades of the PC, put your prog-
rammme into practice! Break with
the bourgeoisie! Break with the PS
and the left radicals! makes no
sense, It implies that the PC has
betrayed its proletarisn programme .
and capitulated to the bourgecis
programme of the PS, when there
is in faect little to choose between
the two programmes, and when the
signing of such a joint programme
constitutes a radiecal break with

- thetraditional politiecs of the P2,




__THE [JAJORITY POSITION

For the majority of the former Central Committee, the Union of the

Left iz thus an expression of a global reformist 'solution' which has
been taken up, willy-nilly by the whole of the organised working class,
They see it as a working class alternative to the present regime. And
so their vote will have a class character, For these reasons, AN
ELECTORAL VICTORY FOR THE UNION OF THE LEFT, IN THE PRESENT POLITICAL
CONJUNCTURE,; WILL BE AN II'PORTANT ELEMENT IN THE SHARPENING OF THE
POLITICAL CRISIS OF THE REGIME AND oT THE SAME TIME A POWERFUL STIMULANT
TO POPULAR MILITANCY. It is in the direct interests of the working
class (and of revolutionary marxists that the Gaullist coalition now
pushed by the action of the masses into the bourgeois camp) encounters
the biggest possible defeat, and that the Union of the Left (similarly
polarized into the working class camp] wins the greatest possible victory.

This is why, if the Ligue Communiste is to launch an intensive campaign

in the first round, denouncing and explaining politically in particular,
the blind alley of reformism offered by the Union of the Left, it must
develop its campaign of clarification by calling nationally for a Union

of the Left vote in the second round, This does not exclude the possibility
of certain exceptions being made on the basis of proposals at a local

level and a decision by the Central Committee, because the outocome of these
elections will undoubtedly have an impact on the balance of forces between
the classes, and because we are certainly not indifferent to the question
of the wventual relationship of forces as to whether they will work in
favour of the working class or the bourgecise,

This position was finally accepted by 191 votes with 71 for the Central
Committee minority and 12 for the abstentionista.
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fThilﬂ—ﬂaug*ﬁna“,_PGLITIE&L REESOLJTIONS

The erisis—nf the international
imperialist system has deepened in
recent years and is marked by a
seneral decline in economie growth in
all the imperialist countries. or
the first time sinece the end Oof the
Seecond "orld Har attempts to check
the criszes of overproduction by
inereased inflation have run into srave
difficulties: dollar inflation
finally precipitated the destruction
of the international monetary system
and led to a meonetary crisis which
threatened to undermine international
eredit and as a result, the expansion
of world trade.

The prineiple stimulants of
economic expension of the postewar
period are subsidine; it follows that
the underlyins tendency for a fall in
the rate of profit emer~ed ever more
clearly, holding back srowth, and
restrictine the market in relation to
the colossal exvansion in productive
capacity.

American imperialism has progress—
ively lost its position of absolute
superiority within the imperizlist
camp. Its share of the world market
is constantly diminishine, the gains
beins made by its German, Japanese
and E.E.C. rivala. ¥ar from reducing
inter-imperialist rivalry, this
inflation, because of the vrotectiion-
ist messures it induces on the part
of American imperialism, can only
exacerbate it further.

In capitalist Europe, the end of
the long period of expansion has
involved a sharpenine of the soecial
contradictions which after May 68
took the form of a world-wide social
crisis in several countries (France,
Italy, Spain, Great Britain), And so
when new demands flowing precisely
from the explosion of the productive
forces, were experienced in s part-
icularly sharp manser, the European
bourceoisie became less and leas
eapable of making new concessions to
the lhbouring masses, On the econt-
rary, it was often forced to attack
the <ains which had been won durinz
the preceding phase.

The reappearance of substantial
unemployment (5 million unemployed
in Western Burope) is nothinz but
the dramatic reflection of this
phenomenon, Big capital is seeking
to restore the rate of profit by

T

increasing the rate-of exploitation

of the working c¢lass. The Buropean
workines class has resisted this
offensive by launching the biwwest
wave of strikes seen since the sgreat
recassion of the Thirties. But the
current seneral rise in the level of
struczle takes place in a different
gontext. In fact, because of 15 years
of decline in the numbers of the reserv-
industrial army, the European prolet-
ariat enters on thisg phase in a

position of cornsiderable strensth and
with a much hirher desree of orzan-
isation, in a context marked by a

¢risis in the stalinist camp, and the
politicsl and military defest of the
ruling imperialism in Indochina,

Faced with a situation of great
economib difficulties and by sharpening
zocial contradictions, the bourseois
political system is in its turn coming
into erisis: a crisis of the political
parties, a erisis of the forms of
political domination (the paralysis
of the centre-left Zovernments in Italy
the collapse of Gaullist bonapartiem,
the decompostion of the Franco resinme).

The Buropean bourseoisies thersfore
have before them & fundamental choice
between attempts at "interration"
designed to reduce and nullify the
combativity of the workine class by
conceasions which will reinforce the
mechanisms of class collaborastion, but
which are economically expensive; or
harsh repreasion consistineg of attacks
on demoeratic rights such as the rizht
to atrike and the riesht to free wage
negotiation,

These two alternative policies, at
present beins used simultaneously,
accentuate the decay of classic parl-
imentary democracy, and the centre of
gravity of the bourrecis state is
shiftine towards an executive renmoved
more and more from popular control, =
thus underlinine the current tendency
of the establishment of stronsz states
gorrespondins more closely to the
phase of monopoly capitaliasm which
marks the epoch.

The 200t likoly politie~l poranetive
iz that of o prolonged poriod

of instability which will see a
succession of different bour=zeois
regimes, and attempts at reform led
by the traditional workers' orzanis-
ations.
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A narticular nanifestation of
the bourgeois crisis of pontrel is
perfeéctly shown in the jerky evolut-
ion towards EBuropean political unity.
The =zreater interpenetration of
eapital throushout Europe, sccentuated
by the enlarsine of the BEC, and the
exacerbation of the riwvalry with
dmerican and with Jnpenese capitalism
militates in favour of a reinforce-
ment of Buropean state superstructures,
But each step alons this road implies
sacrifiecs Tor one or other of the
"national" boureeoisics, which increase
in proportion, as one approaches
decisive dntes (for entry), the
hesitntionzs; the social contradictions
and the political divisions,
BEurcpsan unity will not dewvelop in
the framework of the capitalist
system. Its accomplishment is likely
to lend one or more Buropean countries
t¢ the brink of a social explésion
with the possibility of 'it .epreading
throurhout the whole system nnd of
threntenins to brine it down.

In Fraonee, the crisiz of HMay 68
revenled and nrecipitated the bank-
ruptey of the Gaullist bonapartist
rerime., It hnd been indispensable for
leadine the different seections of the
bourmeoisie and petit-bourgeoisie to
accept policies placing France on a
par with her European rivals, but in
the process piled up socizl contrad-
ictions vwich ended by exploding and
led to its ruin,

The most con=acious- sec¢tion of
big papital envisamed n realistic
revisioni of its objectives, znd a
modification of its forms of political
domination, notably by settins rid of
the bonapartist forms of the strong
state.

This explains the birth of
"Pampidou-ism", whose principal
funetion is to ensure a transition
from the bonapartist rewxine - which
arose out of the prolonced erisis of
parliamentary democracy - to a pres-
idential re-ine,

The second vriority of the
Ponmpidou sovernnent is to wrk townrds

. obhjeetives for the French bourveoise

which are more in accordance with

ite Teal economic power. This willl

be at the price of renouncing Gaullist
dreama of world-wide power, and
gccenting the role of a secondary
imperialism maintainine an honourable
plage, particularly in EBurope, This
is the explanation'of Pompidou's

sudden chanse of policy over Burope.

6.

4
After May 68, the first task for

___-the bourgeoisie is fo alter in its

own favour the balance of forces, which
has been weishted on the side of the
workine elass, whose militaney has
been inereasin~ over the last four

.years.

The government of Chaban-Delumns
has operated a policy of intesrantion
of the working class movement., It
depended on the one hand on the
exceptional expansion of the years
68/70, followinz on the inerease #n
doaestic consumption, based on the
zains amade at Grenelle on the develop-
went of exports, followine the re-
valuation of the:frane and on the other
hand on the inactivity of the workers!'
organiantions, whioh were afraid to
lauBtdh a new May throurh industrial
actions in pursuit of claima,

Deapite these two apportunities
the total bnlance-shesct of the 'politics
of agree.ont! remains vretty unim-
prassive,. It is perpetually under att-
ack from the militancy of the workers,
produced by inflaticn and continuslly
rising prices, which the boursecisie
cannot prevent without severely rest-
rietine growth, Despite all these
efforts, Chaban's "new society", in
which it was hoped to ~et the voluntary
agrecment of the workers to the noras

and limits of the system, has not

seen the lizht of day. . It has not
been possible to change the balance
of forces which emerzed from 63.

On the contrary, the objective
crizis of the society brings the com-
bativity of the working class up to a
level virtuslly incompatible with the
successful functionins of capitalist
society, just as the soeinl layers trad-
itionally tied to Gaullism have entered
into open conflict with the policies of
rationalistion being attempted by the
Pompidou govermment. Conscious that
these -policies aesn their eventusl
elinination, small asricultural
enployers, small busineasmen ete ...
the obsolete layers of the petit-
bourgeoisie - fisht asmninst a movement
now losingz its ascendaney over them
because it threatens their position.

Finally, on the level of the
current soeial and politieal erisis
the zovernment is attempting more and
mere openly to use the warious bodies
which make up the repressive and
ideoloTienl functions of the state
apparatus in support of its own volicies,
This ia what is at the root of the
various 'malaises! - of the poliece,
of the administration, of the
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magistrates, of the wmass medis whieh
fead upan the-scandals nnd under- '
mine the authority of the resime,

The erosion of power nrises
because of the conjunctire of a
nunber of factors which, talen
tosether, impair the authority and
legglity of the bourgeris- atate:
new forms of working class strqu;e,
petit-boureecls agitation, the revolt
of the young, the erisis of con-
stitutional bodies, the publication
of seandals,

In a word, the Pompidou-Chaban
team has not manaved to brine nny
lonz lasting stablility to the
resime. A'new pre-electoralstab at
it hns bean neade by the formation
of tho Messmer cadp, But behind
the chanee of facade, the policies
and methods remain the aane; the
prospect of failure is just as much
on the cards,

This is why, in the absence of an
immediately eredible revolutionary
perspective , n number -of solutions
for chanre in the lons term are
sousht just nes much Ly the bourz-
eoiaie 28 by the traditional working
alass movement,

The zroups allied to the UDR
and the "reformists" (Lecanuet and
JJSS) have no objective stratezy,
either on thedconomie plare or on the
European, which differs in any degree
from that of the present govermment.

But the formations of these
grouns casts serious doubts on the
ability of the UDR to ecarry out such
a stratezy, The UDR ie merely a
bureaueratic apparatus only partislly
under-the contrel of biz eapital,
which emersed in the baclowash of
bonapartism.

The "10th December Society™, an odd
buish of newcomers and incompetents,
ef enlishtened policitians and heavy-
handed aen, is incapable of rendapt-
inz it=elf without = disastrous
upheaval, nor can it find deen roots
in the bourmeois and petit-<boursmeois
layers which are the zoeinl bnse of
the resine,

The presidential resine outlined
for the near future, must if it is
to ener=e in any stable way, depend
on a lar~e modern conservative party,
The objective of the rival factions,
those of the centre and Giscardiens
and the "refornista" is %o perform
this operation without provoking
too brutal a break with the UDR,

] 1 " 1
Jads Servan Schreiber
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which would open a breach in the

shaky -difice which has existed since
de Banlle, allowing the working class”
movenent to burst throush it,

They have chosen not to smash the =~
UDR, but to whittle it down gradually,
and thus to shift the centre of gravity
of the present majority by a streneth-
ening of the Giseardien wing, and by
winning over the "opposition" ».(iccls
already prepared by the JJSY Lecanuet
agresnent .

It's a narrow road to tread, because
all the discredit of the UDR nay
reflect on the regime which has workod
with it, and could operate %o the
advantage of the Union of the Left
which appears as s complete alternative
to the present sovermuent,

And so a zrowing polarisation is
taking shape in bourveois political
life between a reconstituted majority
and 2 Union of the Left dominated by
the PCF. The way is prepared for a
decisive confrontation in 1976,

This is how the transitional post-
bonapartist phase is cominz to an end.
If the Pompidou resime has succeeded
up until now in holdinz the fort without
too much damase, it doesn't negessarily
mean he will make it in the end,

If the restructuring of the
bourgeols parties can be smoothly
worked out, the narty is still not
necessarily viable; the self-defensive
reactions of the frantic fishters of
the UDR who will feel themselves foreced
into regrouping, cannot be forsscn.
Moreover, the Union of the Loft is
itself full of inescapable eontrad-
ictions and has a dynamie which may
burst free of the bureaueratic appar-
atus that set it up.

The agreement reached between the
PCF and the PS is the rdsponse of two
reformist parties to the demand for
volitical change which has been cvident
in the working class since May 68, in
the context of a strong state which
has considerably reduced tho wurgins -

£ varllamc tar manoehvre,
The common prograume is in no sense

an anti-capitalist transitional
progranie - both the will and the
means of attainine it =are lacking., It
takes place explicitly within the
framework of the bourgeois state and
even of the 5th Republie, which it
pretends to reforu from the inside -
without callins for the autonomous
organisations and mobilisation of the
working class. 1In a period of intense
class struwgle, when the bourgeoisie
finds itself driven into a cornmer, this

= P
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alliance with the PC.

By +ts polieiss, the PQ is
trying to recounend the P¥ ve tha

workers as a force which is indis-
pensable for social transformation
quite independent of its actual
roots (in the class). Since 1965,
the workers have voted for Mitterand
en napse, Thus when one considers
the contradictory and transitory
character of the PS, ¥he PC-PS
agreenent is not an agreement of the
Popular Front type, which put the

PC undor. the lendership of a bourg-
gois party. PFor the first tinme

it is actuslly obliged to open up
sone sort of a socialist perspectiwe.

In fast, in the present context,
if an electorsl victory for the
Left remains unlikely, relative
sucecess could be enouch to bring
closer the Beginning of a political
erisis by encouragine the mobil-
isation of the workers nnd aooravat-
ing the divieiona within the bouroe
eoisie. From this point of view,
the anti-communist campaiszn which
the bourseoisie is mountinege i= leas
evidenoe of fear of the P"CF's aims
than real feqr of the socinl dynamic
whiceH could develop from the PC-P3
agreanent,

The velitieal solution put
forward by the PS-PC agreement .
necessitates nobilisations controlled
and channalled by the bureaucracy,
but also requires that struz~les
which break throusgh.the fixed
bounds must be blocked. This con-
tradiction is even more vital
today when the workers' bureaucracy
dreads not only spontaneous upsurges,
but also the conscious and active
role in strusgles of the far left,
orgnnised or not, nnd of ourselves
in particular,

Given this contradiction, one
would expect to see the stalinist
bureaucracy unaricing the pre—electoral
period with » series of nntionnl
mobilisntions and days of actions,
which will have the combined
funetion of preparing for the
elections, nnd of channelling and
diseipatine the energy whieh could
build up in the worlkdin- class, by
making use of, in particular, the
CGT, which is employed as a kind
of elactornl ament in the nasses.
The bureaucracy will endeavour to
make use of these nobilisaatiofin
putside the places of work,mob-
ilisations of pre-electoral opinien,

13.

altopother different from true
elnee fDobilisntions.

Nevertheless insofar as these
nobilisations also express the hopes
of millions of workérs hisghly
conditioned to belief in electoralisn
nnd the parlismentary system, in
combination with an outbresk of
harsh strugzles, even if these are
localised, they mst provide very
favourable conditions for the inter-
vention and implantation of revol-
utionaries in the working class;
and this is the case eren if the
battle to explain and denounce
electoral illusions has been made more
difficult becmuse the signing of
the PC-PS. nzreement gives a certain
eeedibility to the perspective
offered by the PO,

The CFET will not be sparing in
ite criticisms of the joint progzramme
because it will want to preserve its
autonony in the eyes of the CGT just
as muech as its own pelitiecal role,

It will also try -to win & certain
prestisge on the basis of werbal
criticiasns of the Union 'of the Left.
But, incapable organisationally and
politieally of putting forenrd any
solution for change whatsoever, it
will on the one hand be reduced

to tactienl battles aimed nt inercas-
ing its strensth, and on the other,
actual support for the Union of the
Left.

In the months to coue, the
election eampaign will open up =
periocd of politieal debate which will
not be exclusively doninated by the
PC-FS agreeunsnt. The two allies
must try to eapture the maxioum
nunber of votes in the first round,
the PC insisting on its working
class role, and the PS5 giving itself
by a series of inexpensive politieal
skirnishes, the role of muarantor for
denoeracy in the agreoement (which
explaing the interventions of
Mitterand on Czechoslovakia and on
the Jews in Russie).

Congress approves the docision
of the Central Committes to put
forwnrd eandidates in the election,
In the face of the reformist illusions
of the Joint Progranue it is of
vital iaportance to present in
oppogition a revolutionary-narxzist
perspective.

In the second round, our recourerg-
ation to vote nust aske clear our
analysis of the PC-PS agrocement as a
world-wide reformist alternative




progranne migcht well by the last
card a ssction—of tha bhourwsgisie
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a pole for a bourgeoisie already
anxious over the crumbling of the

would play to try and prevent the———" TR,

success of the revolutionary proceas.
But in the present situation, the

PCPS aszrecaentscannot appear as the
conacious device of the bour=eeoisie
or of one of ita sipnifieant sections,
Difficult though the situation may be,
it does not justify the rik they
would talke in accepting any solution
which involved the participation of
the POF-in zovernment, OCertain
sections of the bourcecisie are only
prepared to consider a bonapartist
solution in the person of Mitterand
if and when he shows that he can make
use of the strensth of a PCF reduced
to the role of a hostame, for his

own ends, as in 1965, The PC-PB
arreement chances the balance of
foreea in the insedlate short pericd
and temporarily t-kes away fron
Mitterand the support of the dissident
rishtwingers whom he expects to win
back agrin before the presidential
elections of 1976,

The PC-FS asreenent represents
the mecting point of two reformist
proeramaes pat forward by parties
whose projected aims are guite
distinet. The leadership of the PCF
has been forced to supply, snd tb
coneretize a politieal solution in
the light of the denmands of 2 milit=ant
workers! novement., The general
strike of 1968, the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, and the growth of
the revolutionary organisations made
guch aa initiative necassary. The
limitations which a Btrong state
placed on the parliamentary mame, and
the loss of an audienee in the
working clasa forced the leaderas of
the ©ld SFI0 to the understanding
that the bourseoisie would nover
az=in be prepared to let then take
power, Without a credible =zovorn-
mental perspective, the PS was set
adrift. The electoral disaster of
Deferre in 1969 left only two
posgibilities of survival: either
an allisance with the centre which
would allow the UDR to find a now
solution, But the esurrent political
volarisntion rendered the operntion
too hazgardous - from the ecandidature
of Poher and the JJS8 crusade; the
oantre appeared to be too frazile

Or alse an alliance with the PCF,
with the hope of resaininz amonsgst
certain layers of the hizhly skilled
proletariat, and from the middle
layers a larger sccial base, The re-
linquishing of the.FO to the advantage
of the CFIT was an eleament of this
vlan. In order to accomplish this
refloating operation, the SFIOD
accepted Mitterand's operation aslmost
unanimously, and its right wing
najority left the prosramuatic working
out of the party prograuie as well
ng the joint prograane to the left.

The sisning of the joing prosrnmue
thus allowed the PS to improve its
position, to gather strengthvis a vis
the PC end to prepare for the pres-
idential elections of 1376 im which
Mitterand would make gains amonz the
working class from the oledses won
in the €5 and 73 campaisgns. He would
then be able to use the Gaullist con-
gtitution of 58, which confers on the
president an alnost arbitrary position,
guaranteeing relative independence from
his allies, and soc collect the ceaober
votes in the second round,

If the PC_PS agrecmnent is not
an acceptable solution for the bourg-
eoisie in the short term, beeause of
the social dynesmic which threatens
to swallow it up, form the point of
view of the PS leadership it prepares
the way, at the price of ecertain
risks, for Mitterand's bonapartist
operation, which could work ocut to be
a solution for 1976.

The contradictions of this kind
aregane are pultiple. A feilure for
the PS5 in 1973 would strenshthn the
right wing of the party which could
then open the way to a fight for a
break with the PC, in favour of nn
alliance with the eentre. The PS
would then risk a new split. A party
consisting of the cdrrents it brings
together and the policies it includes,
the PS today can be defined neither
as a bourgeois party, not as a bourmeois
party of workers, because of the

weakness of its working class implantation.

Ineapnble as it is of working within
the parlinmentary boundaries of a
strong state, what is essential for

us is the role played by the PS in the
working eclass movement through its




and not as n Popular Fremt, In

the second round we will eall nat-
ionally for a vote for the Union

of the Left, excepting only when
there is a local proposition and a
decision from the Central Committee,
For mpll that we will not describe an
eventmal PC-PS governuent as a
workers' government, we will simply
explain to the masses who still
believe in the electoral system
that the refornist traitors will

not be able to blame their failure
of tomorrow on our defection,

It is unlikely that the effects
of the Union of the Left on the
workine class movement will emerge
elearly from the elactions. 4nd
even when the indications have
appeared, it is not only from then
that we make an analysis of the
politics of the Union of the Left.
Indeed, its influence on struszgles
can be shown no nmore clearly after
a relative succeas or with greater
reason an electoral victory than
in the ore election cenpaign. We
pust remember that the eresion
of the Gaullist majority in the
1967 elections was not without itas
effects in 68, This is what we
must evaluate. If it happened
that be a aspectacular outbreak of
stru-sles the election (in the
first round) was settled in favour
of the PS and the PC, thiz wonld
not mean that the question of our
attitude in the second round
would be posed in.a new way. But
in this event, as in June 68, the
clearest response to an electoral
pperation whiech was in direet
opposition %o the struzsle would
be a prinecipled abstention and not
a vote for the PC, This is the
franework of our aetivities in the
second ‘round.

0f course, our tactics .in the
elections, but not any question of
principla, can only be decided in
the licht of the most recent
indications, from the first round,
of the attitutde of the nasses to
the electoral battle.

In this situation, one should
not get involved in a discussion
of the Joint Programme, reform by
reforn, to deteraine whether this ox
that one is anti-—capitalist or not.
We nust start fron a total character-
isation of the progranae and its
underlying purpose, discuss part-

iEqn

icular reforms, espeeially from the
point of view of the problea of power, :
for which they present no solution,
and we must denmounce the fallacious

character of the 'socialist' percpective

it pubts forward.

15, Thie polemic will mive new life

to our propoganda for a workers!gov-
ermment as described in our Manifeato.
However, we must be aware that siven
the illusions which may be nourished
by the PC-PS agreemcnt, this prop-
ognnda which is not uade conerecte by
an alternative sovernnental formula,
will remain somewhat abatract., The
beat way of making it more concrete
iz to intensify our sagitstion, using
plenty of examples, on the thencs of
a strike committecs, support com-
ittecs and workers' self-defonce, as
well as our propoganda for a genuine
proletarian gzovermment, which ecan
never be = parlismentary government
ie, ‘which exists without hierarchical
structeres of powsr Vo naintain and
control it.

16. Under present conditions, the 1973

eleetions will certainly accentuate
the political erisis by heightening
the disequilibriun of the bourgeoisie.
A strong thrust fron the Union of the
Left, undercutting the absolute

i jorkty of the UDR will weaken the
'strong state' and will push the ULIR
into uniting with other forces of

the bourgeoisie in a perspective of
greater repression of the working
c¢lass movenent.

In the case of a Union of the Left
victoryn we can expeet a development
of workers! stru=-les and a crisis
of the political institutions of
Gaullism., In such a situation, with
the danger of a fierce counter-attack
fron the bourseoisie, the Lisue
Qommuniste will make every effort to
break out of the framework inposed by
the Union of the Left and will push
the struggle forward as far as
possible, on two central thenes -
the developnent of self-organisation
of the elass in a perspective of
dusl power (occupations, strike
committees, workers' control); and
the arning of the proletariat to
protect its initial gmins against
reap@ion, and to nake new gaina,

With this persepective, the slogan of
o worlkdne e¢lass militia for self-
defence will be put forward.




Appendix &n the wote in the lat Hound

Tha first round is to be seen as

an anti-parlinentary battle and a
fight for prograniatic elarity. In
the present gtnte of the revolutionary
left, and of the Ligue's developnent,
the deelaration of & revolutionary
course, in opposition to the Prog-
ramme of the Union of the Left cannot
apoear in the forn of a commcn
politieal front with the various groups
on the'revol'y left. Such a front,
even if it wns fensible, would tend
to creats confusion and would be in
contradiction. to our policy .of
clarifiention for the revolutionary
lﬂfta -
Nor can it appesr in the form of
an agreanent between Lutte Ou-riere,
the OCI and the Ligue, with 2 shared
vote in the first round. Such a
*solution’ would combine every dis-
advantage, and would create confusion
by giving ecredence to the Journalistioc
note of n '"Trotskyist fanily!,
Further, a 'trotskyist' vote would
not provide the opportunity for a
polarisation of all the :vol Yy left
votes to demonstrnte the existance

of a politieal current in opposition
to the Union of the Left (ie. boesuse
of OCI vote for FC?)

In the first round, the apnearance
of a fowce opposed to the Union of
the Left - even on the limited level
of the eleetoral plane - is.net a
natter of indifference to us(ef. our
analysis of the P3U LO vote in the
munipal elections) Where the Lirue
is not putfing forwnrd eandidates we
will eall in the first round for
for Lutte Qurviiere. Bverywhere
else, we will in the the first .round
for votes for candidates of the far
lef't, that is, those who reject the
peaceful parlianentary road to
socinlien,

The political battle which we are
lending throush our programme, our
refusal to Jjoin in a ouzszy, confusing
revolutionary front, arc the
guarnntee that this call for a vote
for the extrenc left in the first
round will not engender illusions
about unity.

This call for a vote for the extreus
left means that we can c¢=ll for a
vote for AJS candidates, certain PSU
candidates or 'independents! (subjeet: .
to the approval of the Central
Connittee

30% are

-Fall-Te~what's Haprening in Your

Part of the World

Aecording to an offieial police
statenent, the Ligue Communisto has
5,000 meubers to date. They are not
mistaken,

32% are candidate neubers, and 68% are
full menbers,

35% of these are workers, and 65% nre
teachers, etudents or school students,
1,000 school students are in the Ch,
as are 1,000 students,

4% of tho nenbers cone from the Parti
Connuniste International (former
section of the FI until the fusion with
the JBR to form the Ligue)

8% cotie from the JCR, 12.5% joingd in
Moy 68, 11.5% betwean May 68 and the
first Congress, 31.5% betwoen the lst
and 2nd Congresses and 32.5% botwecn
the 2nd and 3rd Congresses.

52% of uwenbers are nged 20-24 yesrs
17# are 15-19 years old

24% are 25-30 - " "

4,5 nre 31-34 T "

2.5 are over 5

wonen, TO% are men

50 miktants came from the JEC and JoC,
150 from PCTI, 80 from JC, 50" from UEC,
150 from PSU, 30 were naoists, 50 fron
Lutte Ouvriere, 25 from AJS-OCI, 30
forner anarchists, 25 froo Sceoours
Rouges, 2 from PS and 57 from various
spontaneist organisations,

Between six and seven hundred nenbers
were in other organisntions on the left
or the extrens left before joining the
Ligua,

The Ligue has three tiues as many trade
union meubers in the CEF as in the CFDT
(COT Communist-doninated, CPDT donimated
by Socialist Party) Altogether 25% of our
trade unionists are in CGT and CHT, and
add to those 500 orgnnised workers in

‘the "Red Mole Groups" most of whon are

trade unionists,

The Ligue intervenes inside 270 factories
where it has nilitants or cells, Hegular
bulletins are put out for another 180,
"Rouge" sells between ten and fifteen
thousand copies of ench isaue. More then
50 people are full-tine workers for the
Ligue in Paris and the provinces. Our
prineipal resourcos nre dues raised from
our nembers, (so as not to ndverse
affectly the standard of living of our

‘nenbers theso are discussed within the

cells, and fixed according to individual
ngﬂnsj




The total raised by dues amolnta

to over 100 million gld france per
annuri, This sum is sufffiecient to
cover the cost of wropaganda, fines,
aetivitiea, tranvelline expenses,
rents, publieantions costa, paper,
equipnent, the Internntional quota
(5F from ench members contribution
goes to the Intarﬂntional)

And 2o you kmow all there is to know
about the Lisua.

ONGRESS STATISTICS

287 delezntes. The youngest 17,
the oldest 42, Average nge 23

176 warkers.

100 students

11 schocl students

Delegntes represented 386 cells, 80
towns nnd 18 districts of Paris

Fraternsel Greetinzs sent to the Congress fron every Continent

Tho Jrd Congress received almost 30 fraternal grectings, Some were rend
out, others were given by comrndes nttending the Congress as observers,
They cnme from nll corners of the world, nnd every continent, fron Latin
Anericn, from Afrien, from Japan. French orgonisntion sent ns a fraternal
greetine fron

In particular the comrndes stated:-

"Militrnte who hnve been struszvling nlongside us in the PCF or on
its fringmes for 20 ye-rs to help thHir conrades to the conscicusness of
the necessity for a denoeratie n~nd revolution~ry upheav:l in the commmniat
novenent, wish to tell your Congrgss,that the Ligue is regarded =s nn
integral part of this novenent."

"tider comrades amongzat us deeply regret their misplaced confidence
in. Stalinisa, and the blindneas which led them to acecept as true the
slanders cast on militant trotskyists, without attemptine to discover the
truth for thenselves.

"Sone of us becnue conscious of this devintion when they refused, in
Haozi exterminntion enaps, to spply the dinf-anous directive ordering then to
liquidate their trotskysit compnnigms, Others finally cene to understand
their mistrnke when the 20th Congress of the Soviet Comuunist Party, bel-tedly
and incoonletely, denounced the crimes of Stnlin nnd partially reinstnted his
vietins,." -

"Socinlisn will not be established without the far left, of which the
Ligue Communiste is one of the leading forces, HNor will it be built without
the participation of tons of thousands of genuine revolutionaries who =re
members of PCF, or influenced by it; and who would be led #owards defent
by nny policy of reformisn." .

Froo _arope most sections of the FI were represented. Messages were
read from the Lisue Revolutionnstre des Traovailleurs (Balgium), the Ligue
Marxiste Revolutionnnire (Switzerland), the Gruppi Communisti Revolutionnari
(Italy), the Lizue Comnuniste Revolutionnnire (Luxenmbourg) the Lesuse of
Soeinlist Revolutionaries of Dennnrk, the Revolutionarn Marxisters Forhund
of Sweden, the G.I.M. ond R.JK.J. {G&runny} and Portuguese nilitants nnd
syapathisers of the F.I., and finally the Lien Comunista Revolucionarn of
Spain.

Grectings fron South lmeriecn were nlso Munerous; fron the POR (Bolivian
seetion) POC (Brazil) F.I.R. (Peru), the organisation which Hugo Blanco as
its lender led the nasnificent pensant moveuents of 1962.

.




"@e had intended that Huso Blanco should personzlly present this

negenze to your congress. But the repressive Peruvinn governoent, which
bans omr leaders entry to the country, and internntionnl repression
genernlly hns prevented us from earryine out our intention,” B

"Nevertheless, this uessase sends fraternal greetings from Hugo Blanco
himself, and the appropriate grestings from Peruvinn and Letin American
trotskyists,”

Frra atoths » part of the continent, the Chilean Seetion, Partido Sociﬂllsta

Revoluciondirio, recently formed by the fusion in November 1972 of the 2. trotsigriat |
sroups in the comntry, attended the congress nnd sent a nessage stating in
articulnri=

"The procrass of the revolution in Chile has entered » decisive stagze.

If it 2 renlly the eese thot the national bourgeoisie is reforming

and p— aring its ot intensive counter-anttack, it is nlso evident thnt

a nuch _arger, nore profound and more smbitious mew: effensive of the mnsses
is firmly deternined to defend itself nnd fisht to final vietory, tow-rds
workers' _nd peasnnta' power, This revolutionary perapective, objoctively
present in the actions of the exploited nrsses of Chile, is obstructed and
nisled br the opportunisr and capitulationisn of the reformist influenceof
the Corcunist mnd Soeinlist parties,

"The recent unification of the Trotskyist movement in our country unrkes
an inportant step forward on the road to the construction of the Revolutionnry
Party necessary to the victory of the working elnss.,”

Miltants of the Grupo Conunista Internncional of Mexico were also present,

Sti11 from Latin America, the Congress received grectings fron the 'Espartaco!
group of Columbia and from the PRT-La Verdad, seyupathising group of the FI

in Argenting, Finallt, from the messnge of the Argentie section, the PRT
politieal wing of the ERP (Peoples' Revolutionary Arny) we extract the
followirg passnge=— . :

"Since 1969 our organisation was taken a new step forward on thé road
towards revolutionary fusion with the masses throuzh revolutionary guerilla
warfare, We are always conscious that this is a difficult road, barred by
obstacles and nany dangers, but we nre fimmly determined to strugsle with
decisicn and energy, amed- with préletarisn idéology afid based on our 2
main weapons = the party and the revulutiﬂnnry grmy. We shall attain our
goal - socialisnm and coummunism",

Congress gav. a dtonding ovation to the comrade representing the Movement
Populairs d= Riberntion of Angola, the organisation which has carried on an
amed s*;gzle in Africa for 10 years agninst Portuguese colonialisn underpinnﬁd
by Frenva inperialien, :

A sinilar ovation was reserved for Comrade Saksi, leader of the Jnpanese

section of the FI, and for conrande Andrew Pulley of the Soeialist Workers!
Party, r -\ #ister orgnisation in the United States, who by the side of Linda
Jeness 1 _ the revolutionary anti electornl ennpaizn of our econrades in the

last pros.lisntial el ctions.

Congress alae receivﬂd the greettings of the Comnunist League of Workers and
the Comourist Lea, ¢ of Australia,

In one of the last intermational -greetings, Conrsde Christian Courbain,
of the GRS {Antillas} denounced French coloninlisn and spoke of his orgnnisations
strugzle for independence and for soecialism,

L 1

Finall . Congress received 2 messnges frou the Middle Bast - one fron the
revolr -nary coumunist group "Al Momadel" a group of Arab Trotskyists, the
other _..n BI (Matzr V of Israel.




together with Tutte Ouvriere and the OCI we could have made a
division of tle constituencies thue _ayoiding a great deal of
confusion, We did everything to bring this about - T monthsof
negotiation which could have-led to sucess were it not for the
Secta..anism and opportunism of OCI, The joint declaration of
the ligue Commniste and Ivtte Ouvriere which we published
below approves these negotiations as well as the list of
constituencies in which we will probably be putting forward
candidates,

Central Committee elected at the tthird congress must then at
its first session lay down a list of candidates and their
deputies, nationally; this list will be made public during a
presa conference the next weelk.

I3 DNecember 1972
gerard Tiloche




LIGUE COMMUNTISSD E, L&DLEOIDNRIERE
AND THE CENERAL ELECTIONS

L e e e e T e T T R R R T TR

doint Declaration of the Ligue Communiste and ILutte Ouvriere

Since lMay 1972 negotiations have been carried on between the Ligue
Communiste, Iutte Cuvriere and the OCI towards a political agree-
ment allowing for a division of constituencies amongst the three
orgenisations, The ILigue Communiste, Lutte Ouvriere and the 0CT
finally arrived at an arrangement of divisions accepted by common
agreement, when OCI unilaterally broke off negotiations. The

OCI representative stated in effect his organisation refused to call
for a vote for the IC and IO in the first round, in those areas
where the two organisations would be putting forward candidates

and the OCI would call on a national scale for an undifferentiated
vote for FCF and PS5 ... Lutte Ouvr ire or Ligue Communiste
candidates. Furthermore, the OCI representative added his organe
isation could not undertake to say where these calls would be made,
In other words, he did not exclude the possibility that OCI
militants would campaign in favour of a vote for PS or PCF candidates
in constituencies where the ligue Communiste or ILutte Ouvriere also
had candidates.

Ligue Communiste and Lutte Ouvriere were in agreement in regarding
this totally unprincipled position as strictly/completely unaccept-
able, When the OCI representative refused to sign & joint declar-
ation with Ligue Communiste and Iutte Cuvriere, the representatives
of these organisations made a final attempt at reconciliation by
inviting +the OCI to publish, on its own a communique in whatever
terms they cosidered appropriate, which would call for a vote for
Ligue Communiste and Iuntte.Ouvriere candjdstes wherever they were
being presented. The OCI representative rejected this proposal,

and also withdrew from the agreed negotiation.

The presentatio of revolhitionary candidates in the 1973 elections
makes it possible for the workers to demonstrate, against the
reactionary candidates, and in opposition to the reformist cand—
idates, their willingness to struggle for socialism, The OCI
position, by puttipg revolutionaries and reformists on the same
level ,makes nonsense of this intervention, and thus the negotiated
agreement into a cheap electoral deal, It certainly implies the
neutralisation of a certain number of revolutionary candidates, to
the advantage of the refornists.

In the light of this break in the negotiations, the Ligue Communiste
and Jutte Ouvriere drew up between themselves fhe political agreement
as initially intended on a division of the constituencies,

The Ligue Communiste and Lutte Ouvriere will now be putting forward
candidates in more than 300 constituencies and 80 departments.

For Tutte Quvriere For the Ligue Communiste
Jean Lievain : Charles Michaloux
Francois Dubling Gerard Filoche

11 December 1972




PEC? OF THE LIGUE COMUNISTE - LUDTE OUVRIERE AGREEMENT

To decide periodically which members of the ruling class shall
for the next few years, crush and trample the people underfoot
by means of parliament, this is the actual essense of bourgeois
parliamentary "democracy", not only in the parliamentary constit- -
utional monarchies but even in the most democratic republics.

What Lenin wrote in 1917 is basically Jjust as true today, and the
coming legislative alections of 1975 are an excellant case in point,
On one side, the gaullists who have been in power fecr the last

14 years, their present allics, Giscardiens and Centrists, along
with the reformists who have airaa&y said that they arc prepared

to join forces with the present majority tomorrow, have all openly
declared that their common aim, overriding their pretended dis-
agreements, is the defence of the interests of capitalism,

On the other side, the parties regrouping within the "Union of the
Left", in the pretence of wanling to "change sociely", seek only

to cuilect working c¢lass votes which will give them the choice to
sovern within the framework of a bourgeolis state and of a society
based on exploitation, without making any fundamental change in the
structure of thab sac{ety. The content of the Jjoint programme to
which they have put their signatures reveal their unwillingness

to challenge capitalism itself,

This is why revolutionaries will infervene in the coming campaign,
+o demonstration that it is not elections, but the class struggle
tthich will finally bring down the capitalist system, and to put
forward the perspective of a socialist revolution.

The two organisations, Ligue Communiste and Lutte Ouvriere will
put forward candidates of their owm in 300 constituencies., Ligue
Communiste and ITutte Ouvriere call on workers to vote for their
candidates as a means of expressing their determination to make
an end of capitalist exploitation, to break with the bankrupt
policies of reformism, Stelinism or social democracy, and to
work together for their liberation by the only possible means =
through the socialist revolution,

THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS
ue Communiste and Lutte Ouvriere Agreements for the First Round

We do not have a rigid position of principle about participation

in elections; in June 1968 we boycotted the ballot which was

designed to bring about "normalisation" after the movement of May

168, in 1969 we boycolted the referendum, & device to replace de

Guaile legally by Pompidou, under the appraising eye of the
establishment: in 1971 we called for a class vote for FCF cand-

idates in the munieipal elections ; in the presidential elections we -
made use of television as a platform for the voice of revelutionaries,
Fach time our policy was determined concretely, tactically., What t
guided’ our choice? The desire to work out the best possible means
of raising the coneciousness of the workers in terms of the
concrete situation confronting them,

-

In the legislative elections of February 197% we have decided %o
put forward revolutionary candidates in the first round, Because
the rules of the electoral game (electoral coverage on television,
radio, in the press etc.) are cooked up beforehand, we must with
this in mind endeavour to find the best conditions to make our
voice heard. “o we have met with other revolutionary organisations
in the hope of memoving some of the difficulties which may exist.




