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The discussion articles and resolutions contained
in this bulletin were written for the Young Socialist Na-
tional Convention to be held in Chicago at the University
of Illinois (Circle Campus) November 28 - December 1,
1968, Thzy were written by membsrs of the Young Social-
ist Alliance across the country.

Regolutions drafted by the National Executive Com~
mittee of the Young Socialist Alliance have also been cim
culated to the entire memb»ership. These four resolutions,
which will be voted on at the convention, are "The New
International Youth Radicalization,"” "The '68 Campaiga
and Beyond..Socialist Youth Politics in America,' "On the
Revolutionary Suruggle of Black America for Sel% Determi~
nation," and "Young Socialists aund th: Fight Against the
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The resolutions and contributions to the discussion
are being circulated prior to the convention toc assure
the fullest possible discussion on political perspsctives
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Young socialists from around the country are invit-
ed to participate in the written discussion and urged to
attead the convention. Contributions to the discussion
and inquiries should bs sent to the Young Socialist Alli-
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Black Trotskyists and a Black Party

by Tony

Leon Trotsky wrote in the program
of the Fourth International that "the
world political situation as a whole is
chiefly characterized by a historical
crisis in the leadership of the proletari-
at." This has been the most important
analysis of the world relationship bet-
ween revolution and reaction between the
time of the degeneration of the Commun-
ist International and the present day.
The construction of a strong revolution-
ary Marxist leadership on an internation-
al basis to counter the Stalinist, liber-
al, social democratic, new left, and oth-
er non-Marxist leaderships is the ques-
tion of the day.

In this country the job of building
the world revolutionary party is the buil-
ding of the Socialist Workers Party, the
only revolublonary party in the United
States, and the building of the YSA, the
revolutionary youth vanguard in this coun-
try.

It is the task of the YSA and SWP
to build the revolutionary leadership
which will lead the American revolution.
It is of the foremost importance that the
revolutionary socialist movement in this
country build not only within the white
oppressor nation, as the vanguard of the
white workers and student radicals, but
also that the revolutionary movement de-
velop its cadres within the oppressed
Black Nation as well.

The Bolshevik movement, since the
time of Lenin, has always recognized the
need of building a revolutionary party
that would coordinate all revolutionary
elements within the boundaries of any
capitalist state-—a team based on a com-~
mon revolutionary program and a common
democratic centralist organization.

Within nations such as Tsarist Rus-
sia, where the majority of the population
belonged to oppressed nationalities, as
well as in nations like the United States
and- Canada where the question of oppres-
sed national groups plays a key role in
the revolutionary struggle, revolutionary
Marxists have always seen the need of co-
ordinating the struggle among the wvarious -
nations within the state through one cen-
tral revolutionary leadership. Only in
this way can the centralism of the cap-
italist government be countered with the
revolutionary centralism .of the revolu-
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tionary masses.

It is because of the especially
crucial role that the Black Nation with-
in the U.S. will play in the American Rev-
olution that extra importance must be
paid by revolutionary Marxists to the
extension of the Black Marxist cadre
within the YSA.

Afro-America constitutes both a
nationality oppressed by American imper-
ialism and the most cruelly exploited
section of the American proletariat. The
demand for black control of the black com-
munities, which springs from this duel
oppression will be a major component in
the struggle that will lead to the dest-
ruction of American capitalisme.

Concretely we see that the struggle
of black people for community control of
the schools, the struggle by black work-
ers in certain unions against the racist
bureaucrats, and above all the struggles
of black students in the colleges and
high schools, stirring up, shaking up
American society, only foreshadow the van-
guard role which blacks will play in the
American revolution.

By a vanguard role, we mean that
blacks will be the first and most mili-
tant in taking up the anti-~capitalist
struggle, playing the most advanced role
in the development of the revolution,
from beginning to end.

Besides striving for the develop-
ment of a black Marxist cadre within our
own movement, we support the establish-
ment of a mass black political party to
help bridge the gap of organization and
leadership within the black nation.

We advocate a mass black party be-
cause it is necessary to organize the mas-
sive nationalist sentiment and potential -
of the black nation outside the confines
of the politics and organlzatlons of the
ruling class. .

We support the formation of a Elack
polltlcal party because a political party
is an organization to take power.

. We call for a separate black party
because we understand the Vanguard role
that the black aatxon w1ll play in the
revolution.
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We support the formation of a black
political party as a way of organizing
the broad masses of blacks in a revolu-
tionary direction. However, a black poli-
tical party is no substitute for the con-
struction of a black Marxist cadre.

The relationship between a revolu-
tionary vanguard and a general party of a
class or a nation is an important ome.
The revolutionary Marxist party is based
on the program of Marxism-Leninism-Trot-
skyism. Its task is to unite the most
politically conscious elements around its
revolutionary program and to serve as the
vanguard of the revolutionary struggle.

A black political perty serves as a
mass formation for breaking the black na-
tion away from capitalist politics in
order to pursue the struggle for self-
determination. The initial program of
such a party will be necessarily limited,
based around the general demand for black
control of the black community. Such a
demand and such a program are essential
if a black party is to speak to the level
of political consciousness of the mass
of black people.

On the other hand, the political
program embodied in the revolutionary so-
cialist movement is more complete, based
on the heritage and experience of the
past one-hundred years of anti-capitalist
struggle.

This program, as expressed through
the transitional demands of the socialist
movement, must be carried to a black pol-
itical party by black Marxist cadres.

The struggle for such transitional slo-
gans will win many blacks within the
black party to the program of revolution-
ary Marxism and to our movement.

A comprehension of the revolutionary
socialist program will be necessary to
understand the complicated development of
the North American revolution. An under-
standing of the character of various soc-
ial forces at play, the need for a rev-
olutionary leadership, the role to be
played by black and white workers, and a
multitude of other questions will be nec-
essary for the forces of black liberation,
necessary for the development of a black
party that will bs able to win the alleg-
iance of the black masses in a revolution-
ary confroatation with the exploiter
class and its oppressive government.

Such an understanding can come only
with the acquisition of the revolutionary
Marxist program, only through the involve-
ment of revelutionary black socialist
cadres in the black party.

The formation and education of this
cadre will not be an over-night matter.
In general the development of the cadres
of our revolutionary socialist movement

depends on acquiring the experience that
has been accumulated over the past 50
years by the revolutionary Marxist move-
ment in this country. Revolutionary
black cadres will be built by drawing on
this history and experience. Such an
education can best take place within the
revolutionary socialist youth organiza-
tion, the YSA, and the revolutionary soc-
ialist party, the Socialist Workers Party.

Not only is the development of a
black cadre within the revolutionary soc-
ialist movement important to the black
struggle. The task of coordinating the
development of the North American revol-
ution makes the centralist unity of black,
Puerto Rican, Mexican-American, Indian,
and white revolutionaries egsential.

The description of Black America as
the colony and white America as the
mother country is a useful one, but this
viewpoint can lead to a few misconcep-
tions.

The black nation is in all funda-
mental senses a colony of U.S. imperial-
ism, but instead of being thousands of
miles away and totally separated, the mo-
ther country and the colony are inter-
twined, occupying the same territory.

The struggles of black workers and
of white workers can not be seen as two
separate entities. They will take place
in the same factories and in the same
unions.

Indeed, the conception of the work-
ing class struggles as something approp-
riate to "white workers," or seeing the
labor struggles as divorced from the dev-
elopment of a black party, is an incor-
rect one.

Black workers, as the most oppressed
sector of the working class, will play
the key role in the heightening struggle
against the bosses and the bureaucrats.
The formation of Drum in Detroit and the
Chicago Concerned Tramsit Workers is Just
a harbinger of future struggles that will
be led and organized by black workers.

In addition, incidents like the New
York Teachers strike show how struggles
against the racist union bureaucracy will
be precipitated by the struggle of the
black nation for self-determination.

The development of these closely
intertwined struggles means that the ac-
tion of the white revolutionary vanguard
and the black vanguard can not be separ-
ated. The full coordination of these
struggles within the revolutionary move-
ment is essential if the struggle agasinst
North American imperialism is to be suc-
cessful.

The construction of a black, Puerto
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Rican, Mexican~American, and Indian Marx-
ist cadre is essential if the revolution-
ary movement is to build a combat team to
conduct the struggle on the many fronts
on which the North American revolution
will be foughte.

In line with the need for such a
multi-national revolutionary team, sever-
al misconceptions on the part of many
white YSAers must be shed.

The first is that the YSA is a

"white" organization whose sole task is
to organize white radicals, while ab-
stractly supporting the black liberation
struggle from afar. The YSA is the or-
ganization of all the revolutionary soc-
ialist youth in the U.S. It includes rev-
olutionary youth from the oppressed black,
Indian, Oriental, and Spanish-speaking
nations, as well as the revolutionary
youth of the white oppressor nation.
The YSA as an organization and through
its Afro-American comrades, fully par-
ticipates in the revolutionary struggle
for black liberation.

Secondly, the necessity of building
a black cadre within our movement is of-
ten seen as something less concrete than
the propaganda for a black political par-

ty. The building of a black cadre within
our movement is Just as important as the
formation of a black political party, and
in the last snalysis can not be separat-
ed from it.

Black Marxists are much more politi-
cally aware than other revolutionary
black nationalists, because we under-
stand Marxism-Leninism~Trotskyism, the
only consistent revolutionary theory of
our time. This theory will be necessary
for the movement of the black nation to-
ward a socialist revolution.

Thus it is the task of the whole
organization, not Just black comrades, to
build the black cadre of the YSA by re-
cruiting black militants from the schools,
colleges, and streets of our nation,
wherever potential black Bolshevik cadre
is located. Every YSAer should be able
to deal with the questions a revolution-
ary black will have about Joining the YSA.

Only through the development of a
black Trotskyist cadre can the most com-
plete development of the revolutionary
struggle for black self-determination
take place.

October 25, 1968



Draft Resolution on YSA Structure

by Jokn Hansen

The New Turn

In the past months we have seen the
Young Socialist Alliance take a signifi-
cant new turn, a turn opening itself up
to a far broader strata of socialist
youth than was previously thought either
possible or in the best interests of the
organization.

The new turn meant abandoning to a
certain extent the previous role of the
YSA as the cadre youth organization of
the Socialist Workers Party. No longer
were the ranks of the YSA to be filled
only with "Trotskyists," i.e., those who
had considered and accepted the formula-—
tions of the SWP. Now layers of revolu-
tionary socialist youth, those who were
in broad agreement with our movement but
who might hold views contrary to the
Party in certain areas, or who might
for various reasons, wish to connect them-—
selves with the SWP, were invited'to Join
the organization on the basis of their
agreement with and commitment to the con-
cept of building a socialist America, one
free of war, poverty and racism. Of
course, it was hoped that in the process
of the struggle, YSAers would come to see
the need of a Marxist-Leninist cadre
party, with the forms of democratic cen-
tralism which that party entails, and as
a result Join the SWP as well.

not,

The two organizations were to per-
form a different function, then, in this
new period. The ¥YSA as an open, broader-
based revolutionary socialist youth move-
ment, the SWP as a Leninist cadre party.
This is, at least, our own conception of
the changes which have occurred in the
past months, changes which have already
begun to reap wide benefits for the YSA.
Under the new policy we have been able to
recruit an increasingly larger number of
dedicated young socialists. In only a
few months these comrades have imparted
a new sense of energy and creativity to
our movement., Further, the new approach
has done much to dispel the attitude pre-
viously held by many toward our movement
as a narrow, sectarian organization, one
more interested in hair-splitting moot
ideological points than making the fight
against American imperialism and its many
manifestations. This "opening up" is one
of the most important steps ever under-
taken by the YSA., If continued, the like-
lihood of building a truly significant
revolutionary socialist youth organization

in America could finally be removed from
the realm of merely wishful thinking.
Therefore, it is of the utmost importance
that this new turn be continued and broad-
ened.

The Altered Conception = How Deep?

Such a continuation could be ended
abruptly, however, 1f the internal organ—
izational structure does not reflect the
altered conception of the YSA's new role.
Unfortunately, this lack of continuancg
at a deeper level is prssently the case.
Although large numbers of new comrades
have Jjoined the organization, this influx
of non-SWP YSAers has yet to be reflected
in any meaningful way in positions of
authority and leadership. Almost without
exception, organizational control and auth-
ority rests with comrades who are both
YSAers and members of the SWP.

On the local level, Berkeley pro-
vides a good example. Here every single
member of the twelve-man executive commit-
tee is a member of the SWP. On the nat-
ional level, the pattern is nearly dup-
licated in the National Executive Commit-
tee, while the editorial board of the
Young Socialist, the organ of the YSA, is
composed entirely of SWPers.

Now it should be stated that this is
not the result of either a conspiracy or
of conscious manipulation. Such a pat-
tern merely reflects the former organiza-
tional form of the YSA. Nevertheless, in
this new period, the continuation of such
a pattern could have disastrous consequen-
ces.

First, it has the potential for
blocking the development of non-SWP lea-
dership among those comrades who do not
wish to Join the party. Whether we like
it or not, Executive Committees tend to
perpetuate themselves, SWP-YSAers will
naturally tend, as a rule, to comnsider
more favorably EC candidates who are mem-
bers of the SWP. This is not done for
the conscious purpose of exclusion, but
simply because members of the party will
tend to have more homogeneous views. It
is a very human tendency as well and must,
therefore, be recognized,

Secondly, such a procedure could,
if carried on for any length of time, al-
ienate new comrades from the YSA. We
live in a society which increasingly de-
nies to the individual a meaningful part



in the decisions which affect his life.
We can hardly ask comrades for the commit-
ment to an organization fighting the in-
credibly difficult task of transforming
America, if that organization reflects in
any substantial way that alienating soc-
iety. We are speaking here not only of
positions of leadership, but the belief
that declisions reached by the membership
are srrived at by a true democratic pro-
cess, with each member contributing to
that process equally.

YSA Freedom

There is another and even more im-
portant aspect which must be considered
in the relationship of the SWP to the YSA.
Namely, the degree to which the YSA is in-
dependent of the SWP.

The Young Socialist Alliance must
have the freedom to take positions which
its members feel necessary, even if that
position is in opposition to the stance
or wishes of the SWP.

It is well known that questions con-
cerning the YSA are discussed, analyzed,
and voted upon in SWP meetings. Those
positions which the SWP wishes the YSA to
take are then relayed through its SWP
YSA members. These comrades are bound by
SWP party discipline. They must advocate
the position taken by the Party whether
they agree or not. If SWP members consti-
tute the overwhelming majority, as they
presently do, on practically all of the
decision-making bodies, decisions reached
by the SWP assume the level of mandate
for the YSA. With the weight of the EC's,
national or local, backing a proposal,
the likelihood of opposing views being
seriously considered are greatly reduced.

Non-SWP members of the YSA must
have a means by which their views carry
at least equal weight with those of the
SWP in the presentation to the YSA as a
whole. To deny this would be to create
a sham organization, one expounding the
concept of openness to a broader spectrum
of revolutionary socialist youth, but, in
reality, operating as the SWP's youth arm,
with real control resting in the Socialist
Workers Party. Such a situation would be
directly analogous to the ill-fated
W.E.B. DuBois Club. Constituted as a
broad~based socialist youth movement, it
was, in fact, the creation of, and under
the control of, the Communist Party. As
this became apparent, members abandoned
the organization in droves. It would be
indeed tragic if the SWP and the YSA were
to repeat that same mistake.

It Never Happened Before

.Now i% can, and indeed will, be ar-
gued that such a major disagreement has
never arisen before between the YSA and
the SWP.

Although this point is arguable, we
shall let it pass. What must be recogniz-
ed is that between the younger SWP YSA
members, those who have radicalized on
the campuses, and those older SWP com-
rades, those whose histories date to the
50's and 40's, there is considerable var-
iation in attitude toward much that is
happening in the movement today. The re-
cent conflict within the San Francisco-
Berkeley SWP over the critical support of
local candidates is an excellent example
of this divergence of view, primarily a-
long age lines. With all SWP members, in-
cluding younger SWP YSA comrades, bound
by democratic centralism to push, once
formulated, a single position within the
YSA, views which might be essentially an-
tagonistic and, indeed, against the act-
ual wishes of the majority in the YSA
could, in fact, become policy. This is
especially true if SWP YSAers constitute
the overwhelming majJority on local EC's,
as is now the case in most areas, and on
the National Committee, which they pre-
sently do.

Before such a problem arises, it is
crucial that the YSA adopt measures which
will ensure to non—~SWP members that they,
not the SWP, will control the organiza-
tion.

To this end, the following resolu-
tions are offered« It is done so without
bitterness and without the desire to
create factions, but with the hope that
such resolutions, if adopted, will help
overcome potential difficulties and,
thereby, further the YSA in its primary
task, making the revolution in America.

RESOLUTIONS
BE IT RESOLVED:

l. That a new National Executive Commit-
tee of the Young Socialist Alliance be
constituted at the November 28-December
1lst convention, and that this committee

be elected in such a manner to insure

that at least 50%, or a reasonable approx-—
imation thereof, be non-SWP members.

2. That all YSA local executive commit-
tees be constituted on the basis of 50%,
or a reasonable approximation thereof,
non-SWP members. New elections to such
effect should be held as soon as possible,
or, at the latest, by the next regularly-
scheduled election.

(Both of the above resolutions are
with the consideration that the required
number of non-SWP comrades for these posi-
tions can be found. Elections must be
held in such a manner that non-SWP mem-
bers are elected until the 50% total is
reached or until those expressing a de-
sire to serve is exhausted, whichever
comes first. YSA comrades who become mem-



bers of the SWP after election shall not

be removed until the next regularly-sched-

uled election.)

3. That the editorial board of the Young
Socialist magazine contain at least three
non-SWP members, and that two of these re-
side on the West Coast. Each issue must
be approved by at least two thirds of the
editorial board, while three votes shall
be considered sufficient to include any
single article in a proposed issue.

What Role for Young Socialists in the Labor Movement
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No Panaces

The above resolutions will not
solve all the problems which will arise
as our organization continues to grow.

We do believe, however, that they do go a
great deal of the way toward completing
the new conception of the YSA's role as
it has recently evolved. The resolutions
will, we believe, encourage comrades to
become more fully committed and will
insure the real functioning of democracy
within the organization at all levels.

October 30, 1968

by Sid Nickerson

(The following contribution is submitted as an amendment to the Young Socialist Alli-
ance National Executive Committee's draft resolution, "The '68 Campaign and Beyond...

Socialist Youth Politics in America.)

Our constitution defines the YSA as
a nation-wide revolutionary socialist
youth organization, uniting young workers
and students around the banner of social-
ism and dedicated to the building of a
revolutionary movement which can lead the
working people to socialism. The YSA at
present, though, is oriented almost exclu-
sively toward work with students and fails
to intervene in struggles of young work-
ers. We are told that the workers are
not "in motion," but a mounting strike
wave shows the working class to be moving
on the economic front, and political pol-
arization is evidenced in the popularity
of Wallace among white workers, in con-
trast to the formation of militant cau-
cuses of black and young white union mem-
bers. We recognize the expanding radical
consciousness on the campus and do not
propose abandoning our activities there.
But Just as the YISA reaches out to radi-
cal students, it must also begin to seize
opportunities to organize and lead the
working class youth. The time to agitate
among our contemporaries of the American
working class is now!

The Economic Perspective

Currency devaluation in England,
increasing frequency of large corporate
mergers, the appearance of cutthroat com-
petition among international corporations,
the British recession, and the decline in
the growth rate of most capitalist econ-
omies in the last half of the 1960's are
signs of a coming capitalist recession
which will achieve a severe and world-
wide character by the early 1970's. The
general and simultaneous development of
this recession will deepen its effects
and defeat all efforts at early recovery.
In the United States the attack on wages
through currency inflation will give way
to higher levels of unemployment and high-
er taxes on workers' incomes. Interna-
tional competition will force employers
to try to lower American wages to meet
the low wage rates of Europe and Japan.

Devaluation of the dollar, a possibility
though no certainty, will temporarily
alleviate stagnation of the U.S. economy
at the expense of others and in long-term
effects will strangle world trade.

Indications of recession are fre-
quently reported in financial newspapers.
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ), for exam-
ple, in October wrote about rising excess
capacity in steel production and the
start of a domestic steel price war. The
desire of the capitalist class to ex-
change the present inflation for mass un-
employment is seen in WSJ's report (10-
21-68) of a meeting of the Business Coun-
cil (composed of some 100 executives of
important corporations). The Council's
panel of economists warned "that for a
year or two years the economy must be
held to the slack pace widely agreed to
be in store for the first half of 1969.
Unless the 10% surtax is extended and Fed-
eral outlays kept tightly limited beyond
mid-1969, they declared, a new surge of
inflation will send the economy reeling
into a major and deep correction in late
1970 or early 1971. Noting the fervent
agreement among the executives with the
position, a ranking (government) Admini-
stration official here expressed alarm at
their impatience to reduce inflation dec-
isively. What the business leaders appar-
ently seek, he said, 1s to keep the econ-
omy growing only about half as fast as it
has been lately...Particularly disturbing
to Administration men is that they found
the blue-chip business leaders talking
behind closed doors of the desirability
of letting unemployment soar from Sept-
ember's 3.6% to a persistent 5.5% or even
6%; that would mean adding about 2 mil-
lion people to the 2.8 million already
unemployed." The Business Council also
projected "that profits in 1969 would
either hold close to the 1968 and 1967
level or drop by as much as 10%, and that
industrial output would advance by only
2% after a 3.8% rise expected in 1968,
with little or no improvement expected in



capital outlasys next year." Another re-
port in the WSJ (same date) listing the
economic program of Nixon, the most like-
ly next U.S. President, shows close agree-
ment with the aims of the Business Coun-
cil, including "settling for a slightly
higher unemployment rate temporarily in
hopes that lessened inflationary strains
would bring about bigger Job gains over
the long run...Indeed, the idea that Mr.
Nixon may deliberately opt for a reces-
sion to drain the inflationary steam from
the economy is one that isn't dying eas-
ily. "

We, as Marxists, should base our ac-
tions on the obJjective conditions rather
than waiting for the subjective condi-
tions to develop. Trotsky stated his pos-
ition clearly in the 1938 letters to the
SWP. In answer to Cannon, Shachtman, and
other leaders of the SWP who were arguing
about the degree of sentiment for a labor
party among the American working class,
Trotsky stated, "I cannot Jjudge whether
sentiment for a labor party exists or not
because I have no personal observations
or impressions, but I do not find it dec-
isive as to what degree the leaders of
trade unions or the rank and file are
ready or inclined to build a political
party. It is very difficult to establish
objective information. We have no ma-
chine to take a referendum. We can mea-—
sure the mood only by action if the slo-
gan is put on the agenda. But what we
can say is that obJective situation is ab-
solutely decisive...The problem is not
the mood of the masses but the objective
situation, and our Jjob is to confront the
backward material of the masses with the
tasks which are determined by objective
facts and not by psychology...We claim to
have Marxism or Scientific Socialism.
What does 'Scientific Socialism' sigaify
in reality? It signifies that the party
which represents this social science de-
parts, as every science, not from subjec-
tive wishes, tendencies or moods but from
objective facts, from the material situa-
tion of the different classes and their
relationships.”

In another section of his letters
Trotsky explains, "That i1s the objective
situation, not created by us, and in this
sense the agitation for a working-class
party becomes now not an abstract but a
totally concrete step in progress for the
workers organized in the trade unions in
the first instance and for those not or-
ganized at all."

Do the obJjective conditions change
from one city to another? I ask then why
does the Minneapolis branch of our frat-
ernal organization, the SWP, call for a
national labor party as a maJor slogan
along with "Bring the GIs Home Now" and
"Black Control of the Black Community."
We are told that the SWP has a base in.
the Minneapolis trade-union movement.
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Are the trade unionists in Minneapolis
different than in Detroit, Chicago or amy
other industrial areas in the U.S.? Are
we supposed to Jjustify the impressionist
outlook of a base the way the .reformist
Stalinist PLP does? No, we must not lose
sight that we in the YSA must use the
science of Marxism to determine our ac-
tions. As Engels wrote ir. going into
"any real general working class movement,
accept its faktische (actual) starting
point as such and work it gradually up to
the theoretical level by pointing out how
every mistake made, every reverse suffer-
ed, was a necessary consequence of mis-
taken theoretical orders in the origin-
al program; they ought, in the words of
the Communist Manifesto: "to represent
the future of the movement in the present
of the movement." (Letters to Americans)

The Political Perspective

Where is the working class at?
Throughout this paper we have discussed
the objective conditions. We would like
now to state some of the symptoms which
show the ever-growing contradictions in
the capitalist system.

A new right-wing movement, the Wal-
lace phenomenon, and the Alliance for La-
bor Action are two organizations which
have sprung from the contradictions of
the system. Why has the Wallace movement
received mass support among the workers?
Are they all racists? Alienation from
society, Wallace's right-wing populism,
the inflationary spiral, and fear of the
black liberation struggle are just four
of many reasons for the growth of this
proto-fascist movement,

When Wallace states "There is not a
dime's worth of difference between the
Democratic and Republican parties" his
audiences, which are, unfortunately,
largely workers, cheer. When Wallace
states "I think there is a backlash in
this country against the theoretician who
look down their nose at the steel worker
and the paper worker and the communica-
tions worker and the beautician and the
barber and the policemen and the firemen
and the little businessmen and the clerk
and the farmer and say that you don't
have the intelligence enough to decide
how to get up in the morning and when to
go to bed at night, aund people are tired
of theorists running their country," he
is pointing the workers to a bresk from
the two large capitalist parties, and
they are following him, When he talks
about Washington, D.C. as the "hypocrite
capital of the world" and advises his
audience that only three liberal congress-
men send their children to the public.
schools in Washington, he is talking to
the workers of Americs, and they are lis-—
tening. When he attacks tax—exempt foun-
dations like Ford and Rockefeller and
asks for an-increase from $600 to $1,000
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deduction for each dependent, he is ad-
dressing himself to the workers. When he
admonishes his audience that "the people
aren't sick--it's the politicians, the
judges, and the newspaper editors that
are sick," he is asking for the support
of the workers. The workers are, to an
ever-growing degree, being attracted by
his deception. Latest polls show Wallace
receiving as high as 21% of the popular
vote. When an UAW local in Flint, Mich-
igan, endorses Wallace, it is time for
the left in general, and the YSA in par-
ticular, to become more involved in the
working class. (Recently this Flint desc-
ision has been reversed. However, Wal-
lace is still considered the strongest
candidate among the auto workers in the
local.) When about 8% of the delegates
of the International Association of Mach-
inists and 10% of the UAW leadership op-
enly vote for Wallace there is something
to worry about. This is not to say that
we should be afraid of what some bureau-
cratic hacks believe. The voting, how-
ever, is a reflection of the extent of
Wallacite influence among rank and file
members of the unions. A large number

of workers are moving--<yes, they are, but
not to us, to the proto-fascist Wallace
and the nuclear madman, ILeMay.

Do we just watch the workers and
their organizations become captured and
ultimately destroyed or do we pose an
alternative to the form of proto-fascism
being mouthed by Wallace-LeMay?

What alternatives can be posed to
the American working class? There is on-
ly one form: a labor party. A party
based on the trade unions and for the in-
terests of the working class. The cal-
ling for a labor party must be our cen-
tral task in all our struggles! Trotsky
realized in 1938 that the workers would
not come streaming into the revolutionary
vanguard party. And so he advised the
American Trotskyist leadership to call
for and emphasize the slogan of a labor
party. "American capitalism is very
strong, but its contradictions are stron-
ger than capitalism itself...in the USA
the situation is that the working class
needs a party, its own party. It is the
first step in political education."”

Positive movement in the labor un-
ions is shown by the creation of the Al-
liance for Labor Action. Walter Reuther,
head of the UAW, split from the AFL-CIO
this year due to rank and file pressure.
In order to maintain his bureaucratic
leadership he formed the Alliance for La-
bor Action which linked the UAW and the
Teamsters, 'The UAW has 1.6 million mem-
bers. The Teamsters have organized 1.9
million workers. Reuther states that the
ALA has been created in order to revital-
ize the labor movement and to organize
the unorganized. Reuther calls this "com-
munity unionism." He calls for a broad-

based social action and attacks lMeany and
the AFL-CIO as "complacent defenders of
the status quo."

Although Meany has threatened expul-
sion to any union becoming involved in
the ALA or its programs, interest has been
shown by many unions, The International
Chemical Workers with almost 100,000 mem-—
bers are getting ready to join the ALA.
The United Rubber Workers (200,000 mem-
bers) 0il-Chemical and Atomic Workers Un-
ion, United Mine Workers, Newspaper Guild,
Building Service Employees, American Fed-
eration of Teachers and the Hotel and Res-
taurant Workers are showing some interest
in the ATLA.

Workers are seeing their gains eaten
away by inflation. The ruling class is
attempting to bust the unions. The rank
and file must exert pressure to make the
ATA work in behalf of our class. We must
fight the bureaucracy and put no faith
in its hacks. We must fight for an alter-
native leadership to revitalize the trade
union movement. The ATA is a fantastic
opportunity for campaigning on the ques-
tion of a labor party. We must not over-
look this potential.

Another positive action is the boy-
cotting of the national elections by sev-
eral trade unions. The United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers Union, the SSEU,
the Drug and Hospital Workers Union - Lo-
cal 1199, the ILWU and District 65 are
unions which have not endorsed any presi-
dential candidate. These unions still
support "progressive capitalists" like
O'Dwyer. We must fight for a class alter-
native in these unions as well as other
unions, a labor party.

The YSA in the Trade Uni

In our work in the unions we must
fight for trade-union democracy. We must
call for complete and unconditional inde-
pendence of the trade unions in relation-
ship to the capitalist state. This will
mean turning the trade unions into the or-
gans of the broad exploited masses and
not the organs of the labor aristocracy
(Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist
Decay-Leon Trotsky). Our other demands
must be: a shorter work week as an ans-
wer to unemployment and automation.

(This will alleviate the fears of the
white workers losing the jobs to the Afro-
Americans); we must insist that all wor-
kers fight for the betterment of all sec-
tions of the class; an escalator clause
to counter the impact of inflation; work-
ers control of working conditions in or-
der to counter speed-up; Job training at
union wages; a vote at 18; end the draft;
no discrimination against Afro-Americans
and youth; immediate withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Vietnam and the rest of the
world. We must use the above demands in
order to raise the class consciousness of
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the workers., We must fight for this pro-
gram in a labor party. To quote Trotsky,
"I believe the most fighting elements in
the trade unions should be our youth."

TASKS FOR THE YSA

1. Create local trade union fractioms to
coordinate and discuss tactics in the un-
ione

2. Representation of this fraction on
all leadership groups dealing directly or
indirectly with trade union work.

3. Agitation for an independent labor
party in the context of union day-to-
day struggles.

4, A reassessment in emphasis of YSA ac-
tivity from 100% commitment to campus ac-
tivity to a greater degree of direct con-
tact with young workers, i.e., distribu-
tions of leaflets dealing with union
struggles, and, more information on strug-
gles in our magazine the Young Socialist.

5. Full mobilizations of the YSA and its
periphery when needed to demonstrate our
support of the working class or against
anti-working class forces. An example

of such an action is the Wallace demon-~
stration on October 24, 1968 in Madison
Square Garden.

6. In our student work we should point
to the political struggle for a labor
party. By fighting for a labor party,

we are struggling against the imperial-
ist war in Vietnam. To end imperialist
wars, we must end the capitalist system.
We must interconnect our work between com-
rades on the campus and in the trade un-
ions. This struggle can only be linked
politically through a labor party.

In Trotsky's discussion in 1938 with
leadership of the SWP he advised, "We un-
derestimate the revolutionary movement in
the working masses. We are a small organ-
ization, propagandistic and in such sit-
uations are more skeptical than the mas-
ses, who develop very quickly...There is
not in the U.S. a revolutionary situa-
tion right now. But comrades with very
revolutionary ideas in quiet times can be-
come a real brake upon the movement in
revolutionary situations--it happens of-
ten. A revolutionary party waits so of-
ten and so long for a revolution that it
gets used to postponing it."

The time to pose an alternative no
matter what our numbers are is now and
not in two or three years. Fred Halstead
stated on the Buckley TV show, "If they
come into existence we will participate
in them" (meaning independent black and
labor parties). We must not wait for a
labor party to come into existence. We
must reach out to the working class. We
must agitate for an independent labor
party now.

Forward to the Socialist Revolution!

Long Live Trotskyisml! October 27, 1968
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The Puerto Rican Struggle in the United States

by Sirvo Martine

The leadership of most minorities
is in the process of crystalizing: the
Afro-American has the Black Panther Par-
ty and the Mexican—American has the
Brown Berets. Yet the Puerto Rican, one
of the biggest ninorities in the eastern
section of this country, has yet to pro-
duce any type of objective organization.

The Puerto Ricans living in the
United States number somewhere between
one and two million. Tne major portion
of Puerto Ricans are unskilled workers
employed either in factories or on mi-
grant farms. In New York State eighty
percent of the Puerto Ricans earn less
than $5000 aanually. In New Jersey, Mas-
sachusetts and Connecticut over 86% earn
less than $5000.

The maJority of Puerto Ricans came
here from 1948 through 1955. With some
success a tiny layer returned to the is-
land affluent enough to invest in land
and in business., Many came to the main-
land for th2 sole purpose of earning e-
nough money to return to the island but
with a better standard of living.
Through its "Operation Bootstrap," that
was to be the vehicle to counter the on-
coming struggle for independence, a cam-
paign of propaganda promoting the United
States as a utopia generated the flow of
thousands of Puerto Ricans to mainland
shores. The press began to use the Puer-
to Rican as the scapegoat for all the
economic problems that already existed.
In some instances Puerto Ricans desper-
ate for work were used as scab labor.

As Puerto Ricans moved to new areas they
were confronted by Americans who lived
in those areas. The smears and racist
attacks on Puerto Ricans by the press
perpetrated a polarization between white
and Puerto Rican workers. Today the ex-
ploitation is not as naked as it was in
the past, but is more intensified.

Although the Puerto Ricans in the
United States have been a persecuted sec-
tion of the population they have not been
able to produce a leadership or an organ-—
ization bas=d in the community with an
ideology developed around the circum-
stances of the mainland Puerto Rican.
There are groups of community bureau-
crats who make up the Democratic, Libe-
ral and Republican Clubs but there has
never existed an independent Puerto Ri-
can organization with revolutionary prin-
cipals. In the last two years there has
been some motion from rebellions that

have erupted in Chicago, New York City,
New Jersey and Connecticut. It is. inter-
esting that in Connecticut, in 1967, Puer-
to Ricans in New Haven Joined with Afro-
Americans in an uprisings. This was the
first time that this has occurred.

Lately there are two developments
which may well combine in the production
of an active cadre: the rebellious, mili-
tant movements within the high schools
and the elimination of antipoverty pro-
Jjects. Antipoverty workers who were hired
on the assurance of a secure and steady
job only to find themselves summarily
eliminated turn more to the left. In Bos-
ton a chapter of MPI was opened in Cam-
bridge which has a large Puerto Rican com-
munity. In Chicago there have been cases
in which Puerto Ricans, with no ghetto or-
ganization of their own, have joined the
Black Panther Party. In New Jersey and
Connecticut there are numberous organiza-
tions that could bscome the beginnings of
a militant cadre, but at present they are
still tied up in the Anti-Poverty Program.

In New York City a group of high
school and college students, working class
young people, and former antipoverty work-
ers formed the Young Puerto Rican Con-
frontation Committee (YPRCC). The group
has alrealy given an indication of its
tremendous potential in its call for unity
among all minorities, its support of com-
munity control, its advocacy of the with-
drawal of troops from Vietnam, and the
naming of its office the Ernesto Che Gue-
vara Chapter. Even so, its lack of poli-
tical consciousness aad organization make
it easy prey for the Democratic Party and/
or Stalinist organizations. This basic
weakness is probably typical of all the
sprouting Puerto Rican groups throughout
the nation.

The difficulty of organizing a Puer-
to Rican cadre, while great, is no greater
than the need and present opportunity for
developing one. Militant commitment can-
not be expected from the older people or
workers with families, but the youth in
the high schools and factories are both
conscious and rebellious.

The struggle of the Puerto Rican in
the United States did not begin in the
slums of the mainland cities but had its
roots in the struggle for national inde-
pendence in Puerto Rico. There is no bet-
ter way to advance the struggle for liber-
ation of the island than for Puerto Ricans



~13-

to organize in the United States and unite
with other oppressed minorities and extend
the struggle for a socialist revolution in
the belly of the beast.

This year, 1968, marks 100 years
that the struggle for the independence of
Puerto Rico has been fought, first against
the Spanish, then against American imperi-
alism. The fight for the freedom of Puer-
to Rico i1s perhaps the world's oldest
struggle against American colonialism.

Under Spanish coloniglism the Puerto
Rican was forced to move off his land and
work on the hacienda for slave wages, some-—
times Jjust for room and board. The system
of the Spanish regime was a medieval land
policy, combined with the clerical goal of
Christianizing the natives, and mother
Spain's need to use Puerto Rico strategi-
cally as the gate and guard to their other
Latin American colonies. The system im-
plemented by the colonial regime in Wash-
ington and its stooges in San Juan is
based on the policy of profiteering from
the resources of the island. In order to
consume its quota of capital, the American
power in Puerbto Rico had to strip the is-
land of every vehicle and outlet of prof-
it. Imperialism, the highest stage of cap-
italism, as applied in Puerto Rico was
able to transform profit from the island
into its own interest, adding another ele-
ment to the stabilization of its own econo-
my. The disrobing of Puerto Rico of its
economic and political faculties brought a
social desterioration to every section of
the population. The contradictions in the
economic, political and social system be-
gin to disrupt the equilibrium of the so-
ciety.

The struggle for the independence of
Puerto Rico which is making gains at every
turn todsay was generated by ths past strug-
gles of the '30s. The vanguard then was
the Nationalist Party, an organization
with an army, and a youth and nurses corps.
Under the leadership of Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos it was perhaps the strongest Latin
American organization since the Cuban Lib-
eration Army of the previous century.

The failure of the Nationalist Party
to lead a révolution in a country where
the conditions were definitely prerevolu-
tionary was due to its lack of political
consciousness. Without a program or orien-
tation to the workers or peasants, in ig-
norance of agrarian reform, and with no po-
litical theory they were helpless in the
face of American imperialism which de-
stroyed them. ‘

The Puerto Rican Communist Party
which had been playing a role inside the
Nationalist Party, shifted its forces to
the right in 1938. The Socialist Party,
the Communist Party and a number of liber-
als banded together to create the Popular
Democratic -Party. During the war the Na-

tionalist Party called for the indepen-
dence of the island, while the Communist
Party called for supporting the American
colonial government in its war against
Germany. These differences brought about
a number of clashes between the two or-
ganizations in which the Communist Party
lost its influence over its small rank
and file.,

The realization by Washington that
a head-on clash was coming induced them to
start a campaign to develop a pseudo
middle class to act as a buffer. They in-
troduced intensified capitalist industri-
alization to Puerto Rico in the form of
"Operation Bootstrap" which had a strong
effect on the working class.

With the bones that were being
thrown by the colonialists from the U.S.
and the con job that was being pulled by
the press media, the Popular Democratic
Party ran the island's first Puerto Rican
for governor, Munoz Marin. The masses,
still inclined toward independence, voted
almost unanimously for Munoz Marin on a
platform symbolized by a peasant and the
slogan, "Land, Bread, and Liberty." By
1949 the promises made by the puppet gov-
ernment were already tabled until the next
election. On October 29t in the town of
Hajuja during island-wide demonstrations
for independence the people of the town
took over with armed force and declared
the first Republic of Puerto Rico. The
next day the town was bombed and a witch-
hunt began which lasted until 1958. The
Nationalist Party's leaders were jailed,
its rank and file harrassed, and the slan-
der of the press media intensified until
the destruction of the organization was
accomplished.

Today the struggle continues in the
hands of the Movimiento Pro Indepsndencia
(MPI) an organization of sundry radicals.
The MPI has prodaced a transitional pro-
gram and has a leadership which is far
more aware and capable than its predeces-
sor. It has the support and solidarity
of other organizations of national libera-
tion. The MPI and FUPI (Federation of
University Students Pro Independencia,
MPI's student organization) if they can be
said to be anything are an organization of
Fidelistas. They are the leading Puerto
Rican exponents against the war in Vietnam
and have working pacts with both SNCC and
the Black Panthers. They have taken the
correct position on such international
events as the Middle East crisis and the
Czechoslovakian intervention.

Since MPI's inception, the Social-
ist Workers Party and the Young Socialist
Alliance have treated MPI as a: brother or-
ganization. FUPI and the YSA have collab-
orated many times. It is the hope of the
YSA, MPI and FUPI that a bridge of rela-
tionship and work can be constructed be-
tween them. Such a relationship will



—14-

serve the advancement of struggle in Puer-,

to Rico, on the American campuses, and in

the community.
November 5, 1968

Suggestions for Bringing the Young Socialist Up To Dafe
by Roger Rudenstein

The purpose of this report is to
raise the contradiction between the pres-
ent character of the YSA and the character
of our principal publication, the Young
Socialist. In Cleveland, we have found
that the ¥YS is 1) hard to sell, 2) many
comrades, even, do not read it, amnd 3) it
does not reach out to radicalizing youth.

The Young Socialist originally
started out as a newspaper around which
young revolutionary socislists gathered
during the "regroupment" period of the
late 50's. After the founding of the YSA
the YS became a magazine "designed to pro-
vide young people with more facts on more

eneral issues than a small newspaper can"

quoted from Oct., 1954 issue —-— first mag-

azine format issue). There is no doubt
that the YS has fulfilled this qbligation.
We have seen it improve in format and ex-
pand in pages in the intervening years.

However, in the present period, a
magazine which has simply an abundance of
facts is not adequate to meet present op-
portunities. With the radicalization of
youth in the high schools and campuses the
YSA has been given the opportunity to
reach out to hundreds and thousands of re-
ceptive kids. Our spectacular recent
growth is really an indication of the pos-
sibilities we have for gaining hegemony in
this sphere. In considering the tone and
character of our maJor publication, there-
fore, we must take into account the char-
acter of the radicalizing youth.

It has been noted in our movement
that one important characteristic of the
student revolt is its anti-authoritarian
character. Translated into realities this
means that students question everything
that's been handed them. In cultural
terms they seek for wider and freer
means of self-experssion in the arts and
letters. Underground newspapers, in terms
of format, reflect this to some degree.
Imagination and creativity tend to mark
student publications even in the political
fiel% (see HSSMC Mobilizer, most SMC mate-—
rial).

In contrast to this aspect of the
youth revolt, the YS continues in the mold
set for it inm 1964 (albeit with comsider-
able technical improvements). It is spar-
tan in format. Articles are written in a
very stodgy style. Unfortunately we are
not aware that catchwords that have mean-

ing to us are not in current use on cam-
puses (and probably won't be till the rev-
olution). Also, much of the writing tends
to be unexciting and academic in tone.

This general tone is reflected in
the choice of contents. Although it is
politically necessary to include articles
on certain topics, is it also politically
necessary to exclude stories, poems, sat-
ire, cartoons, etc? DPart of the drymess
of the YS stems from this exclusion.

Another problem with the YIS is that
the contents tend to be redundant to any-
one who follows the Militant. The arti
cles which seem so timely in the Militant
are not as interesting in their rehashed
form one month later in the IS. We've
done much to take the IS out of the bag
of being a "Jjunior ISR," but we must go
further and preveant it from being a "Jjun-
ior Militant."

Since the time of its inceptioa, the
layout of the YS has become more profes-
sional and imaginative. However, the lay-
out still reflects a comnservative approsch
to design. It is not imaginative enough
to sock it to a radical kid. We must at-
tune ourselves to the psychedelic style
which is attractive to our milieu (and to
many of us, tool). The same goes for the
cover. Even the lettering of 'Young So-
cialist' should reflect this. We have ex-
citing ideas and these shbould he reflected
physically in the layout of our magazine.

In conclusion, I'd like to make some
concrete suggestions to start the ball rol-
ling.

l. That we broaden the range of the
YS to include stories, poems, satire, car-
toons, comic-strips, reviews of all kinds
of books, films, etc. (not Just straight
political omes).

2. That the tone of political arti-
cles be free of cliches (e.ge, what those
who are not yet convinced young socialists
regard as cliches). Style of writing
should be freer, less academic.

3. Articles which simply rehash Mili-
tant articles should be avoided when pos-—
sible (same subject could be covered if a
very new slant 1s developed for article).

4. Artwork and layout should be psy-
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chedelic, i.e., use more freeform letter-
ing, more daring use of column position-
ing, color. Much can be learned from the
format of underground newspapers which -ap-
peal to young people.

The Young Socialist should be fun to

read, intellectually challenging, revolu-
tionary in political and cultural ways,
broad enough to appeal to all radicalizing
youth, and Just plain exciting, like the
YSA is today!

November 8, 1968
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On the Labor Party Question

by Larry Seigle

Comrade Nickerson raises quite a few
points on which he disagrees with the res-
olution of the National Execuftive Commit-
tee on "The '68 Elections and Beyond...
Socialist Youth Politics in America.” He
has an entirely different understanding
of the Wallace movement, a lack of under-
standing of the importance of ths antiwar
movement, and numerous misconceptions a-
bout what the YSA is, and what it has been
doing. On many questions, Nickerson is
simply confused; on others he is absolute-
1y wrong. However in this reply I am go-
ing to confine mys=lf to dealing with the
main question that is raised: +the propo-
sal to make agitation for a labor party
now the "central task in 8ll our strug-
gles." To straighten out every political
error in Nickerson's amendment would take
more time than we have available.

The Trotskyist movement in the Uni-
ted States, ever since 19328, has been in
favor of, and fougat for, the development
of an independent political party, based
on the worklng class and organized through
the trade unions. Such a labor party
would represent the working class in the
political arena, as the trade unions do in
the economic arena. The formation of a
labor party would mark a significant ad-
vance in the development of the class con-
sciousness of the American workers, and
would give them a powerful new weapon in
the fight against the ruling class. Such
a party would also be an important area of
worx for revolutionary socialists since
the discussion over what program the labor
party should have would raise all the is~
sues of concern to workers as a class, in-
cluding the question of social revolution.

The labor party would 7ot be a sub-
stitute for the revolutionary party, which
alone can provide the leadership for the
working class in revolution. But neither
would it necessarily be a competitor.
Through the struggles around a labor par-
ty, many workers could learn from first-
hand experience the validity of the pro-
gram of revolutionary socialism, and join
the revolutionary party.

Prior to 1938, American Trotskyists
left open the possibility that the course
of the labor radicalization that developed
in the 1930's could bypass the labor party
stage and lead directly to the growth of a
mass revolutionary party. They did not
put forward the labor party slogan in the
manner in which it is advanced today. By
19%28, however, it became clear that the °

labor upsurgs of the 1930's was being
stopped short at the trade union level;
the new movement that took form around the
CIO had been restricted politically to a
policy of collaboration with the capital-
ist class through a labor coalition with
the Democratic Party. In view of the ac-
tual course of developments the SWP made

a tactical shift in its line, and came out
for a labor party. The slogan for a labor
party was a tactic, not a principled gques-
tion. There is no historical imperative
that will inevitably lead to a labor party
in the United States. We continue to view
the question as a tactical one, and if
changed conditions should lead us to be-
lieve that a labor party would not be a
positive development we would abandon the
position in favor of a more appropriate
one.

The tactical shift was made after a
series of discussions on the qusstion in
collaboration with Leon Trotsky. A trans-
cript of the discussions that were held
with Trotsky in Mexico has been published
under the title "The Labor Party in Amer-
ica." This pamphlet provides a clear ex-
anple of the application of the Marxist
method to a concrete question in a con-
crete situation.

It is from this discussion that Com-
rade Nickerson quotes Trotsky on the la-
bor party question. (Nickerson mistakenly
thinks the source is letters from Trotsky.)

One can only assume that Nickerson
hasn't read the pamphlet. His quotes are
intended to show that Trotsky was arguing
that the labor party demand should be the
"central task in all our struggles" unier
any ana all conditions. The discussion
was actually about something quite differ-
ent: the correctness of the demand for a
labor party. The call for a labor party
has been part of the Trotskyist program in
this country ever since. It was part of
the platform of the SWP in the 1968 presi-
dential elections -- the platform which
YSAers helped to distribute in the hun-~
dreds of thousands during our campaign in
support of the SWP candidates.

But how the demand has been utilized
has varied with the period since 1938. 1In
that year, in the middle of a sharp down-
turn in the economy, on top of the general
situation of the depression decade, and
the rapid growth of the CIO, the slogan
for a labor party had a broad appeal.
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Shortly after the demand was adopted, how-
ever, the economic situation began to im-
prove, and the masses of the workers con-
tinued to support Roosevelt. The slogan
was changed from a slogan of.ggifgtign to
a slogan of propaganda. From 1943 through
the post-war labor upsurge an agitational
campaign around the question was launched,
and got a considerable response from ranks
of trade unions. The post-war prosperity
and the ensuing ebb of radicalization
forced another change in emphasis. The la-
bor party demand was not dropped, but a-
gain treated as a slogan of general propa-
ganda.

Do we expect a growing economic and
political crisis for the U.S. ruling class
that will once again make agitation around
the labor party possible? Of course. But
that is quite a bit different than to say,
as Nickerson implies, that the situation
in 1968 is identical to that of 1938, or
of 1943-1945.

Nickerson's proposal that the slogan
"build a labor party now" must be the "cean-
tral task in all our struggles" is a far
cry from what Trotsky was arguing for in
19%8. His confusion stems from the fact
that he doesn't understand the necessity
of choosing, on the basis of a concrete
analysis, which parts of the Marxist pro-
gram should be emphasized and put forward
on a day-to-day basis within the broadexr
movements in which we function, ani which
parts should be held on the level of gen-
eral education (propaganda). The former
are demands around which psople are in mo-
tion, which have an appeal to broad layers
of society, and around which fruitful ac-
tion can be carried out. The demani for
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Vietnam is an example of this kxind of de-
mand. Black control of the black communi-
ty is another example.

A good illustration of how a demani
around which there is motion can be put
forward is the call for a black party.
This was a key part of the SWP election
campaign, and was an important part of the
work of the Young Socialists for Halstead
and Boutelle and the Afro-Americans for
Halstead and Boutelle. The need for a
black party has beean discussed in the
Young Socislist, as well as in The Mili-
tant and several pamphlets. YSAers pre-
sent the case for a black party on the cam-
puses ani in high schools, through local
black student associations, and at nation-
al events such as the recent Philadelphia
Black Power Conference. The growth of var-
ious local Black Panther parties across
the country is evidence of the correctness
of this approach. Although Nickerson
doesa't see it this way, the call for =a
black party is a demand directed at the
most oppressed section of the working
class -~ a section which is in motion
right now.

But we don't give equal emphasis to
every part of our program, ealthough we cer-
tainly hide none of it. For instance, the
demand for a workers' government is part
of our program, but we don't make agita-
tion around this demand the "central tasx
in all our struggles." At some point in
the future this will be the central demand.
But to confuse some future stage of devel-
opment with the present would lead to dis-
sipating our energies in fruitless and
meaningless work.

That is certainly what would happen
to the YSA if we were to accept the propo-
sal to make the call for a labor party now
the cen“ral focus of all our work. In
this period there is no significant move-
ment in the working class towards the de-
velopment of a labor party. It is not a
question of what we would like to see; it
is a simple fact of life, evident to any-
one with even a marginal understanding of
American politics.

Bt Nickerson attempts to provide
"evidence" to the contrary. "Positive
movexnent in the labor unions is shown by
the creation of the Alliance for Labor Ac-
tion." The AULA was formed this year by
the alliance of the United Auto Workers,
which broke from the AFL-CIO, and the Team-
sters Union, which was expslled from the
AFT,-CIO in 1957. There is no evidence
whatever that this development reflects
"positive movement" towards a labor party,
as Nickerson implies. ATLA policy, which
has been bureaucratically laid down by
Reuther of the UAW and Fitsimmons of the
Teansters remains within the framework of
collaboration with the capitalist parties.
The "fantastic opportunity" that Nickerson
sees in this development is nothing but a
delusion.

Bub Nickerson has more "evidence" of
mass movement towards a labor party: what
he refers to as the "boycott" of the na-
tional elections by the United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers Union, and a few
other trade unions. Far from calling for
a boycott of the national elections, these
unions merely decided not to endorse any
of the presidential candidates. While the
refusal to endorse Humphrey was a positive
step, the bureaucrats who made the deci-
sion (the membership wasa't consulted) are
no more interested in building a la%or par-
ty than Eugene McCarthy was when he op-
posed Humphrey. These bureaucrats support-
ed "peace" Democrats like Paul O'Dwyer in
New York, and other Democratic Party poli-
ticians.

"But," Nickerson goes on, apparently
aware that his "evidence" of mass movement
towards a labor party is somewhat less
than convincing, "we should base our ac-
tions on the objective conditions rather
than waiting for the subjective conditions
to develop." In other words, since the ob-
jective situation calls for a labor party
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—— this has been the case for .
therefore it doesn't matter what
of consciousness or interest is
among the workers! It's hard to believe
this is a serious statement. For the YSA
to disregard the subjective conditions
would be to completely destroy our ability
to participate in and help direct real
struggles, and relegate ourselves to the
sideline role of those who are so obsessed
with the "correctness" of their slogans
that it makes absolutely no difference to
them what the response is. In fact, when
nobody listens, they merely turn up the
volume on their endlessly repeated formu-
la. This is not the kind of organization
the YSA is, and certainly not what we want
to become.

(we agree
30 years)
the level

If Comrade Nickerson rejects the log-
ic of all that has been said, I can sug-
gest one final point to consider. We
don't have to speculate on what would hap-
pen to the YSA if we were to follow his
proposed course. We have some real evi-
dence of what this would lead us to.

There is a group in existence that follows
exactly the line he proposes. The Workers
League (Wohlforthites), an ultraleft, sec-—
tarian grouping has been making the cam-
paign for a labor party now the "central
task" in all their activity for several
years. This little group is made up of a
few people, mostly in New York City, who
were expelled from the YSA in 1964 after
almost two years during which their pri-
mary activity was to oppose the develop-
ment, growth and convention decisions of
the YSA and carve out an opponent organi-
zation from the YSA.

These indefatigable campaigners for
a labor party meintain only the most ten-
uous contact with the real world. They
march in antiwar demonstrations (although
they are too busy to build them) carrying
banners calling for a labor party now;
they speak to antiwar groups aot about the
war, but about -- you guessed it, a labor
party. The result of all this work has
been to isolate themselves from any real
struggles and to confine them to the men-
agerie of oddball little groupings with-
out influence, and without the perspective
of gaining any.

And this leads us to the fundamental
error in Nickerson's position. The ongo-
ing revolutionary struggles that the ¥YSA
is part of are hardly mentioned in his
proposal. He totally disregards our cam-
paign of international solidarity with
the Vietnamese revolution, our energetic
work among GIs and students to organize
antiwar sentiment into action, our work
among high school students, our work in de-
fense of and to advance the Afro-American
struggle for self-determination, and, a-
bove all, our efforts to build the YSA in-
to a mass socialist youth group of the
caliber that can play a key role in future
stages of the American revolution, includ-:

ing the building of a labor party. To be
sure, he refers in passing to the Afro-
American struggle (a fight against "dis-
crimination" is how he sees it), and the
war in Vietnam. He mentions them at the
end of a list of demands we can work for --
where? In a labor party! But how do we
fight for them now? By making the call
for a labor party the "central task in

all our struggles," of course. "By fight-
ing for a labor party we are struggling
against the imperialist war in Vietnam,"
is how Nickerson puts it.

Comrade Nickerson makes it perfectly
clear that he has a fundsmental misunder-
standing of what the YSA has been doing in
the past period. To say that the YSA has
a "100% commitment to campus activity"
can only mean that he has been asleep
while we have been engaged in a massive
socialist election campaign; involved in
the deepening struggle of Afro-Americans
for control over their own communities;
supported revolutionary black workers in
the UAW in Detroit, and the Transit Work-
ers Union in Ch’cago; participated in and
aided the truly heroic struggle of the GIs
against the war and against the denial of
their basic civil liberties by the mili-
tary brass; been part of, and recruited
many young activists from the explosions
in the high schools; and been the strong-
est defenders of the world revolutionary
movement in France, in Czechoslovakia, and
above all in Vietnam. Our main task is to
build a revolutioanary socialist youth move-
ment that can play a decisive role in the
American socialist revolution, and our
main area of recruitment to revolutionary
socialism remains on thecollege campuses
and high schools. But to see this as "100%
commitment to campus activity" shows a
complete lack of understanding of what it
is all about.

Leaving campus to workx in factories
is not necessarlly the best way to "reach
the working class." In some periods such
an approach may be useful. Bub the stu-
dent struggles in France last spring prove
that in some cases a large revolutionary
student movement, by 1lts example in ac-
tion, can have an impact on young workers,
draw large numbers into Jjoint cooperative
action, and begin to create organizational
ties between revolutionary students and
militant young workers. While conditions
in France and the U,S. are hardly identi-
cal -- either in the student movement or
the working class movement -- it is im-
portant for us to keep the French experi-
ences in mind and draw the correct les-
sons from the struggle there.

"We are told that the workers are
not 'in motion,'" says Nickerson. Who
told him that? He doesn't say. The NEC
resolution on socialist youth politics in
America certainly makes no such statement.
On the contrary, it points out specifical-
1y where the working class is in motion,
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and directs our energies there, while at tainly not to building a labor party. It
the same time pointing to the increased po- is a dead-end approach, as proven by the

tential for recruitment among black and experiences of those who have already put
white student youth. it into practice, and a sure way to change

the YSA from a growlng and dynamic revolu-
Nickerson's proposal is not a short- +tionary force into a group of useless and
cut to reaching the working class, and cer- irrelevant sideline kibitzers.
November 10, 1968
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The YSA’s Attitude Toward the SWP
by Charles Bolduc

"The revolutionary youth are well a-
ware that by themselves youth cannot lead
the American working class to power. That
is the historic task of the working class
revolutionary party. The YSA recognizes
that only the Socialist Workers Party, of
all existing parties, is capable of provid-
ing the U.S. working class with political
leadership on class struggle principles.
The YSA finds itself in basic political
solidarity on the principles of revolution-
ary socialism with the SWP." (From WHERE
WE STAND, adopted by the YSA 3rd National
Convention, September 1963.)

A statemznt similar to the above was
one of the basic points of the original
"Where We Stand" document adopted by the
YSA at its founding convention in April
1960. This founding position was not ar-
rived at lightly, but came after two and a
half years of political evolution on the
part of the Young Socialist supporter
groups that existed around the country.

Young Socialist supporters recog-
nized from the start that a revolutionary
party and a revolutionary youth organiza-
tion were not in competition with each oth-
er but two complementary instruments in
the struggle against the American ruling
class. They also recognized that it was a
fallacy to pretend that a youth organiza-
tion could stand "above" or "outside" the
three major currents in the world working
class movement —— Stalinism (in either its
pro-Moscow or pro-Peking variations), so-
cial democracy, or Trotskyism, i.e. revo-
lutionary socialism. In that sense there
is no such thing as a "new left."” Radical
youth organizations can hide their affili-
ation with one or another tendency. They
can, over time, and unknowingly, flounder
into basic agreement with one or another.
Or they can openly evaluate the different
tendencies and decide which they agree
with.

The Young Socialist was founded by a
fusion of individuals. Some came from the
Communist Party, some from the left-wing
social democracy, and some from the Social-
ist Workers Party. During the two and a
half years between the first issue of the
Young Socialist and the founding of the
YSA, YS supporters tested all these tenden-
cies, followed their press, participated
with them in actions, discussed the oppos-
ing political positions. In the end they
rejected the Communist Party, the Social-
ist Party, and what was even then the em-
bryo of the Progressive Labor Party, an ul-

tra-left offshoot of the CP, and came to
the political position of fraternal soli-
darity with the SWP as the only revolution-
ary party in the U.S. today. All these
conclusions are codified in the original
"Where We Stand." Thus, basic political
solidarity between the YSA and the SWP was
one of the cornerstones on which the YSA
was founded and on which it has been built.

While John Hansen, the author of
"Draft Resolutions on YSA Structure" does
not state that he is in disagreement with
this basic position of the YSA, or suggest
that it be amended, the logic of his struc-
tural proposals implies that he does dis-
agree. A proposal to reduce SWP members
in the YSA to Jjunior citizens (at best),
with sharply curtailed rights, certainly
indicates some more basic political dis-
agreement with SWP members.

John Hansen bases his assertion,
that structural changes must now be made
to eliminate SWPers from leadership posi-
tions, on what he calls the "new turn" of
the YSA. TUnfortunately, both his descrip-
tion of what the YSA used to be like, and
his definition of what it is today, are
incorrect. This rather weakens his case.

He describes the YSA of several
years ago as one composed only of Trotsky-
ists, or people in agreement with the "for-
mulations of the SWP." The assertion is
almost humorous. I can say with full con-
fidence that I, for instance, was certain-
ly no Trotskyist when I joined the YSA in
1964, and T didn't have a good idea what
the SWP was or whether I agreed with sec-
tions of its program or not. I didn't
have a good idea of what the YSA program
was, either. But I liked what the organi-
zation was doing, and I Jjoined. The most
important difference between the YSA that
I joined and the YSA today is that there
are today hundreds and hundreds of others
who are like I was then, and who want to
join the YSA and build the American sec-
tion of the international revolutionary
socialist youth movement.

The so-called "new turn" of the YSA
does not, as Hansen seems to think, repre-
sent any fundamental change in our atti-
tude towards membership, leadership, pro-
gram, or a disciplined and loyal organiza-
tion that is not Just playing around with
politics. The "new turn" is decidedly not
a change in our basic organizational prin-
ciples. Membership in the YSA remains a
function of agreement with our program and
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willingness to actively contribute to
building the organization.

What has changed, what has "turned,"
is the obJective situation in which the
YSA exists. The radicalization of our
generation has deepened to such an extent
that there are now unlimited opportunities
for recruitment and growth. While five
years ago we often spent weeks and weeks
convincing one or two individuals to join
the YSA, today we can hardly keep track of
all the applications for membership. That
is the fundamental difference between the
"0ld YSA" and the "new YSA."

Does this change in the objective
situation and the growth of the YSA mean
that now our attitude towards the SWP
should be changed? Does our expansion
stand to be hampered or destroyed by our
fraternal ties with the SWP? No. I think
the contrary is true.

The deeper the radicalization and
the sharper the world contradictions be-
tween the socialist revolution and the
capitalist class, the more the need for a
revolutionary Marxist party in the heart
of world imperialism becomes evident. The
need to help build and collaborate with
such a party remains a cornerstone of the
YSA program. The larger our movement be-
comes, the more important the lessons and
traditions of the past experience of the
Trotskylist movement will be. Of course,
if John Hansen wants to argue that there
is some party other than the SWP that we
should be helping to build, that is an-
other question which it would be very
fruitful to digscusse.

Many leaders of the YSA are also in
the SWP. And there is an obvious reason
for this. Leadership in our organization
is not based on personalities, or person-
al friendships, or simply a person's abili-
ty to talk or write well. We have a dif-
ferent attitude toward leadership.

For us, leadership is based on poli-
tical principles, and on political under-
standing -- after all, we are a political
organization. It is natural that many of
the most serious and politically experi-
enced YSAers Join the SWP, because they
come to see that the only way out of the
world historical impass is to build a rev-
olutionary party capable of leading the
world working class to power. If other
YSAers look to these people as leaders it
is precisely because they often have the
best grasp of the political tasks before
us, i.e., they give political leadership.

John Hansen's example of the ulti-
mate evil, a Berkeley YSA executive com-
mittee composed exclusively of SWP mem-
bers, is an excellent example of precise-
ly this point. Whether the Berkeley exec
is composed of 12 SWPers or not, I have
no idea. But, if it is, the question must
be asked, how was the exec chosen, why,

and who elected those individuals?

They were elected not by SWPers but
by the Berkeley YSA, the majority of whom
are not in the SWP, and who felt that
those individuals were best qualified to
compose the YSA leadership. It would be
undemocratic, as well as practically fool-
ish, for the YSA to deny itself the right
to chose the best possible YSA leadership,
just because many of those leaders may be
members of the SWP.

Now, does this mean that non-SWPers
are excluded from the leadership or pre-
vented from becoming leaders? Hardly.

Our founding "Where We Stand" declaration
states clearly that "The YSA is an indepen-
dent organization which elects its own of-
ficers and works out its own political
views. The YSA bases itself on the princi-
ple of the organizational independence of
the revolutionary youth organization..."”

We hold our own conventions where we de-
cide our political positions, and elect a
national leadership to implement our de-
cisions.

Further, it is important to note

that the SWP also agrees that the only way
for a viable revolutionary youth organiza-
tion to grow, develop and recruit the best
of its generation is to be organizational-
ly independent. Only by working out their
own positions, electing their own leaders,
and making —- and correcting —-- their own
mistakes can the future leaders of the rev-
olutlionary movement develop.

There is absolutely no way for a mi-
nority of the organization to force a ma-
Jority to take any position that the ma-
jority does not agree with. Any member is
free to present and fight for any position
he thinks is correct, and all decisions
are made by majority vote. Any person who
demonstrates to the maJority of the com-
rades that his positions are often correct
and that he is able to lead will rapidly
be elected to a leadership position.

It is possible, as Hansen points out,
that significant differences could develop
at some time between a section of the YSA
leadership and the SWP. This did happen
once in YSA's history, when the majority
of the YSA National Executive Committee,
contrary to the SWP, held the position
that revolutionary Cuba was not a workers
state.

But this example also serves only to
disprove John Hansen's arguments. That
disagreement was settled not by the SWP
imposing caucus discipline on its members
in ‘the YSA, but by the maJority of the
YSA -- composed predominantly of non-SWP
YSAers -~ rejecting the position of the
Yig leadership and electing a new leader-
ship.

The divisions took place not along
generational lines, but cut sharply across



~22-

generational lines. The movement divided .
along political lines which inevitably re-

Sparticist League and the Workers League
were inside the YSA in the early sixties.

flected different class interests and pres- (They were the grouping which held that

sures, and that will be the case with any
major dispute that develops in our move-
ment.

Now, what about Executive Committees?
It is true that proposals made by Execu-
tive Committees usually have more weight
than those made by individuals in the lo-
cal. But why? Because the local has elec-
ted the Executive Committee as the leader-
ship of the local, empowered to make all
necessary political and organizational
decisions between meetings of the local.
They have chosen the individuals in whom
they have the greatest political confi-
dence to lead them. And when those indi-~
viduals as a body make a proposal, it ob-
viously carries weight with the membership.
If that were not true, they would not be
the leadership, and new elections should
be held so that the formal and actual lead-
ership of the local would coincide.

John Hansen raises one other impor-
tant question that should be discussed,
and that is the analogy between the YSA-
SWP relationship and the DuBois Clubs-Com-—
munist Party realtionship. There are fun-—
damental and very important differences.

First is the question of program.
The DuBois Club was founded ostensibly as
an organization that was not even necessar-
ily socialist, but open to all "progres-
sive-minded"” youth who were against war
and poverty and racism. They denied not
only any affiliation but any fraternal re-
lationship with any existing political ten-
dency. The reality, as soon became appar-
ent to all, was quite different. While
they tried to avoid defining their program,
it was clearly a pro-~Moscow, peaceful-coex-—
istence program of capitalist reform, and
in reality anyone who disagreed with that
program was not welcome in the organiza-
tion. That was clearly demonstrated when
YSAers were excluded from the organization
at the DuBois Club founding convention.

The YSA has never claimed to be open
to any and all "progressive-minded" youth.
We have a very definite program, and we
have never hidden it, nor invited people
who disagree with that program to Jjoin.
Many individuals who join may not be sure
about this or that aspect of our progranm,
some may disagree emphatically with one as-
pect or another, but all who join agree to
support the program publicly and loyally
and participate in the building of the YSA.

Even in our brief history, we have
had to deal with individuals_and organized
groups who disagreed with our. program, dem-
ocratically arrived at by convention deci-
sions, and refused to build the YSA, but
still tried to remain inside the YSA to
obstruct our growth. The ultra-left, sec-
tarian tendencies today constituted as the

Cuba was not a workers state and opposed
our concentration on work in defense of
the Cuban revolution.)

After two years of factional, dis-
loyal activity inside the YSA, and numer-
ous instances of publicly carrying out a
position contrary to the YSA official poli-
cy, some individual members of the tenden-
cy were expelled, and by convention deci-
sion membership in, or collaboration
with, the Sparticists or the Workers
League tendency was made incompatable with
membership in the YSA.

This was done not because of differ~
ences between the SWP and those groupings,
but because we discovered through our own
experience that these organizations, far
from wanting to build the YSA, were more
interested in blocking our growth and de-
velopment.

The second important difference be-
tween the YSA-SWP relationship and the CP-
DuBois relatiohsiip is that the YSA has
never hidden its political solidarity with
the SWP, or tried to pretend that SWPers
were not members of the YSA. Our strength
has been that we openly and publicly state
that we look to the SWP as a fraternal
organization, and collaborate with them.

Of course, there is a third differ-
ence which cannot be brushed aside. The
reformist program of the DuBois Clubs was
not very enticing to those of us who were
looking for an answer to the social and
economic problems of the world today.

When the DuBois clubs couldn't see the
revolutionary character of black national-
ism and Malcolm X and when they concurred
with the concept that negotiations were
the answer to the Viebtnam war, the organi-
zation entered a rather sharp decline.

There is another aspect to John Han-
sen's proposals which I want to take up be-
fore ending. Many of us have gone through
expariences in antiwar committees and oth-
er organizatioas where similar motions to
his on SWP members were made to exclude
YSAers from leadership positions. The
most recent example on the national level
was the red baiting attempt to exclude Syd
Stapleton and Kipp Dawson from the staff
of the Student Mobilizabtion Committee be-
cause they were YSAers.

Whenever such motions are made in
the antiwar movement it is by groups or in-
dividuals who have political differences
with us on how to build the antiwar move-
ment. They invariably want to avoid a po-
litical debate and hope that political dif-
ferencés can be solved by organizational
maneuvering and exclusions

We have always responded by demand-



ing a political discussion and a decision
on general perspectives. Secondly, we
have always pointed out that there is no
contradiction between being YSAers and be-
ing the best builders of the antiwar move~
ment,

The game points are equally valid in
regard to John Hansen's resolutions on
structure. The only serious way to ap-
proach his resolutions is to first discuss

whatever political differences he has with
SWP members that make him want to exclude
SWPers from leadership positions. Once
such a clarification is made, YSlers a-
round the country will be able to deter-
mine for themselves whether SWPers are a-
mong the most serious builders of the YSA
or not, I think the answer will be ob-
vious to all.

Novemher 11, 1968
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