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This draft resolution on the international radi-
calization of the new generation was written for the
natioaal Young Socialist convention to be held in Chi-
cago at the University of Illinois (Circle Campus), No-
vember 30 - December 1, 1968. It was drafted by the
National Executive Committee of the Young Socialist Al-
liance.

Similar resolutions and discussion articles will
deal with other activities in which young socialists
are involved. These initial draft resolutions along
with any others submitted to the convention will be
discussed and the general political perspectives out-
lined in them will be voted on.

The resolutions are being circulated prior to the
convention to assure the fullest possible discussion on
political perspectives and activities before the con~
vention meets.

Young socialists from around the country are in-
vited to participate in the written discussion and
urged to attend the convention. Contributions +to the
discussion and inquiries should be sent to the Young
Socialist Alliance, Box 471, Cooper Station, New York,
New York 10003.




THE NEW INTERNATTONAL YOUTH RADICALIZATION

A new generation of revolutionary
youth has begun to emerge on the world
scene. In Vietnan, Prague, Paris, Mex-
ico City, and Detroit the growing comba-
tivity and revolutionary attitudes of
large segments of our generation have
been proven.

In country after country youth in
rebellion against the capitalist system
are searching for an answer to the most
serious challenge of our epoch: by what
means can capitalism be eliminated and
the way be opened for mankind to progress
toward a socialist future of material
aburdance, social peace, and personal
freedom?

The new wave of radicalization be-
gan to emerge more than a decade ago.
At the root of this development were the
problems and contradictions of the world
capitalist system itself.

Our generation has come to politi-
cal consciousness during the most in-
tense period of social convulsion the
world has ever known. We have lived
through several of the most savage and
brutal wars in man's history. Not a
single year of our lives has passed
without a major revolutionary upheaval
somewhere in the world. ZEgypt, Lebaunon,
Guatemala, the Congo, Angola, Polani,
Hungary, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cuba, Greece,
France, and Czechoslovakia are only the
high points of the list. As Lenin de-
scribed it, ours is truly an epoch of
imperialist wars, colonial uprisings
and proletarian revolutions.

While the productive capacities of
the asdvanced capitalist countries have
gone through an explosive expansion in
the last two decades, the world market
for these goods has decreased. Success-
ful revolutions in China, Cuba, North
Korea, and North Vietnam have removed

vast areas of the globe and hundreds of
millions of people from the sphere of
imperialist exploitation. Continual
explosions and uprisings in one colon-
ial country after anosther have unier-
scored the instability of the system and
hindered an even greater expansion of
capitalist investment.

In the context of steadily in-
creasing competition between the major
capitalist countries for a share of the
shrinking world market, the contradic-
tions of world imperialism have grown.
For capitalism to survive, halting the
advance of the colonial revolution and
turning back the successful soclalist
revolution of the past five decades is
not an option but a necessity.

Understanding {full well that the
U.S. is the main bulwark of world im-
perialism, the capitalist rulers of the
U.S. have taken on the job of attemp-
ting to prevent any further encroachments
on the already restricted world market.
With the American government acting as
world cop, every shiver in the colonial
revolution has sharp repercussions in
the United States.

These economic and political con-
tradictions of imperialism have been the
basic cause of the radicalization of
our generation around the world. Grow-
ing numbers have come to reject the cap-
italist system as a whole and turn to-
ward Marxism in search of an answer.

The University Explosions

This radicalization has been par-
ticularly extensive and deep-going
amongst the students of the industrial-
ized countries. Such youth are highly
literate, have access to sources of in-
formation, and have time to study. Such
factors have unquestionably increased



their sensitivity to the abuses cof the
capitalist system and they have abundanrt
energy to put their ideas into action.

But a major supplementary factor
in accelerating this radicalization among
student youth has been the deep dis-
satisfaction with the educational systen
itself. This dissatisfaction stems from
a rejection of the role of the educational
system in capltalist society.

It acquires special importance be-
cause it is the avenue through which the
general contradictions of the capitalist
system touch larger and lsarger numbers
of politically awakening youth directly,
in their day to day 1life.

The tremendous expansion of the
productive capacities of the advanced
capitalist countries in recent years
has been achieved through the develop-
ment and introduction of highly complex
tools and processes. This in turn has
created the need for large numbers of
highly trained technicians, engineers,
and administrators. The old, narrow,
elite system of bourgeols education is
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no longer sufficient to meet the needs
of the capitalist class, which has been
obliged %o support a large scale expan-—
sion in higher education facilities.
This process has gone the furthest and
fastest in the United States. In Europe
the boom in the student population has
not been provided for so rapidly, cre-
ating even greater social problems in
most countries.

The attempt to "modernize" the
educational system to meet the needs
of the economic system, to streamline
it for fast production, and to make it
politically safe for the ruling class
ideology, runs headlong into the aspi-
rations and needs of students and fac-
ulty who are being radicalized by the
world events around them, and more and
more coming to reject the value system,
the moral Jjudgments and the political
rationale which underlie the capital-
ist educational system. At the same
time students have a greater social
weight than ever before, due to 1) the
size of the university population, 2)
its high concentration in units larger
than most major factories, and 3) the
growling number of Afro-American and
working class youth who are allowed
into college.

All these contradictions and
problems are mirrored most clearly in
the facts and statistics which sum up
California's higher educational system.

In California today more than
60% of all high school graduates go
on to some form of higher education,
either junior college, a four year
college, or urniversity. There are over
100,000 students registered in the rine
state unlversities alone. DMore than
hglf of California's state budget is
devoted to educatlion, and in 1963 the
operating expenses for the University
alone were close to half a bpillion dol-
lars, with much less than one-third of
those expenditures directly related to
teaching. The university employed over
40,000 people.

At the same time this enormous
business enterprise was closely run
and controlled by the biggest monopoly
interests in the state who malntain
tight control over the Board of Regents.
In 1964 thirteen of the 24 regents rep-
resented the four biggest banks; two
0il companies; three aircraft manufac-
turers; two shipping lines; two air-
lines; a trucking line and two rail-
ways; two glant utilities; several
chain stores; two publishing empires;
half the food-packing industry; and the
richest agricultural entrepreneurs.

While California is perhaps the
most advanced of all the states in the
development of an educational system
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fitted to the needs of big business to-
day, several other states are fast
catching up. With 1) an explosive world
political situation, 2) a rapidly ex-
panding and politicizing student popul-
ation, and 3) control over the giant
educational factories firmly in the hands
of the biggest monied interests in the
nation it is hardly surprising that such
bullt-in contradictions have produced
the large scale student explosions of
recent years, and contributed to the
further radicalization of thousands of
youth.

Under these conditions it is not
by chance that the universities have pro-
vided a political laboratory for the dis-
cussion and testing of all types of po-
litical ideas, theories, and programs
of action. For instance, it has largely
been the student youth who have promoted,
led and organized the antiwar movement
and the black power movement. Because
students are playing an important role
as a political vanguard, we can expect
university conflicts to spill over, be-
come popularized and generalized, and
taken up by broader layers of society.

As the events in France last May and
June confirmed, not only can student
struggles serve as a catalyst for action
by other sections and classes of society,
but revolutionary students can also play
a certain role as a political vanguard
helping to educate others who enter the
struggles at a later date and for dif-
ferent reasons.

At the seme time, it is important

to be clear about the limits of the pow-
ers of student activists or the limits
of change that can be accomplished in and
through the educational system alone.
Educational institutions from nursery
school through post-doctoral studies pro-
grams are designed to play a necessary
and vital role in capitalist society.
As larger and larger numbers of students
are coming to realize, "you can't change
the university without changing the sys-
tem," and by themselves students are not
capable of taking power and changling the
system.

Those who are seriously interested
even in making the educational institu-

tions conform to the needs of the students

and teachers, rather than the needs of
big business, must make the transition
from "student power" consciousness to

a soclalist consclousness. They must
join the revolutionary youth movement,
join with other forces in the country
who also want to change soclety and have
the potential power to do so. This means
helping to bulld a revolutionary party
that can provide leadership for such a
struggle. That is the difference between
student power politics and socialist
youth politics.
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Differences Fast and West

While the basic international fac-
tors underlying the current student rad-
icalization have produced many similar-
ities in the movement from one country
to another, there are also obvious dif-
ferences. For example, while the Viet-
nam war has been the central issue in
many countries over the last four years,
there are very few countries where it
has had the same immediacy and intensity
as here in the United States, the aggres-
sor ration. Similarly, student protests
in Eastern Europe have much greater re-
percussions in Western Europe than they
do in the United States where they often
seem remote to American students.

Specific student grievances also
vary considerably from one country to
another. In Italy agitation has re-
volved around excessively large classes,
an almost total lack of scholarships,
insufficient teaching, staff absenteeism,
and the arbitrary powers of the profes-
sors. In France, where Napoleon I laid
down the lines of higher education, stu-
dents have protested their lack of any
say in the running of the universities,
the inadequate facilities and archaic
methods of instruction and the perver-
sion of the university system which
often fails to provide jobs for them.

In the United States the most fre-
quent causes of protest are the imper-
sonal educational process and wide gap
between the students and professors; the
stresses and strains engendered by pres-
sures to meet the assigned requirements
and secure passing grades; the irrele-
vancy of a fragmented curriculum which
deadens inceuntives to learn; arbitrary
administration which allows students no
voice in deciding university operations
or the kind of education they receive;
the administration restrictions on the
personal and political lives of the
students; and the compliance of the
university with the dictates of the
capitelist ruling class, notably in its
tieups with the government, military,
and big business.

Such differences mean that the
general political level of the student
movement as well as the specific issues
around which protests coalesce, vary
from one country to another.

The issues around which students
in the post-capitalist countries of
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union are
mobilizing stand in a separate category.
In these countries which have already
undergone a basic social transformation
with the nationalization of all basic
industry end the establishment of a

" planned economy, student protests are

today directed against the political
abuses of the bureaucratic layer control-



ling the economic, political, social, and
cultural life of the country. Protests
are directed against the absence of soc-
ialist democracy, the absence of control
by the masses of workers over all spheres
of public activity.

The protest movements within the
workers states not only are anti-cap-
italist but pro-socialist. Their usual
target is against some form of political
restriction on the right of communist
youth and others to voice their crit-
icisms of the government bureaucrats.
Due to the restrictions on political
organizing, the outbursts are usually
even more spontaneous than similar pro-
tests in the West, but out of these ex~
periences the ob¥ious need for organiza-
tion develops. In this way new nuclei
of revolutionary sociaslists have begun
to develop in many of the Eastern Eur-
opean countries.

One of the best examples of this
is provided by Poland. The events of the
Polish October of 1956 coincided with the
revolutionary upheaval in Hungary. Dur-

ing those events, and after, the students,

who played a key role throughout, organ-
ized political clubs where discussion
flourished on how to achlieve a democrat-
ic socialist society as described and
envisioned by Marx and Lenin. The clubs
discussed and analyzed the crimes of the
Stalin era and how to prevent their re-
currence. Out of these clubs came nucleil
of young revolutioraries who developed
thorough analyses of the degeneration of
the Russian revolution and came to see
the need for a political revolution to
replace the ruling caste with a govern-
ment based on democratically elected
workers councils and full freedom of
expression and organization for all
socialist tendencies.

Although these political clubs
were dissolved in the early 1960's, the
political education many students re-
ceived in these clubs could not be e-
rased. Communist students at Warsaw
University like Karol Modzelewski and
Jacek Kuron developed their analyses
even further, and when they attempted
to put their ideas dowa in writing and
submit them to the Polish Workers Party,
they were jailed.

During the student demonstrations
in Warsaw last March, which began with
a protest against the banning of a famous
19th century Polish play (described by
the authorities as "“gnti-Soviet")
Modzelewski and Kuron were re-arrested
and re-imprisoned along with many others.
The protests continued for several weeks
with the occupation of the Polytechnic
University in Warsaw, and the students
gained considerable support from the
Polish working class. While their de-
mands -- primarily the abolition of
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censorship and a guarantee of free speech
for all socialists -- were not met, out
of the struggle another new layer of rev-
olutionary Polish youth has developed

and continues to work in Poland.

Czechoslovakia is a second example.
While all the repercussions of the recent
months of increasing political liberty,
followed by the Soviet-led invasion,
are still far from clear, several impor-
tant things should be kept in mind. A
student struggle at Charles University
in Prague last October was the immediate
impetus to the final crisis for the
Novotny regime. Student demonstrations
against the physical conditions at the
University were harshly repressed by the
police, evoking widespread support for
the students throughout the country.
This turned out to be one of the last
gasps of the Novotny regime.

Second, the youth and the intel-
lectuals have spearheaded the drive for
greater political freedom, the aboli-
tion of censorship, the right to form
political clubs, and other reforms.
They have received virtually total sup-
port from the Czechoslovakian working
class. Under pressure from these forces,
the Dubcek regime proceeded with the
liberalization. Thirdly, it has been
the Czechoslovakian youth who led tne
resistance to the occupation.

Out of these experiences, it is
certain that significant numbers of
youth will come to revolutlonary con-
clusions about the limits of reform that
the bureaucracies will allow, and the
need to organize and struggle for the
establishment of a government based on
democratic workers councils.

Origins of the "New Left"

In the advanced capitalist coun-
tries of Europe and North America the
radicalizing youth have often been
labeled the "new left." While the
phenomenon of the '"new left" has been
defined in many different ways in recent
years, it actually has a very precise
origin and political content, and repre-
sents a distinct current in the new gen-
eration of radical youth.

At the 20th Congress of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union in 1956,
Nikita Khrushchev gave a speech admit-
ting a small fraction of the crimes of
the Stalin era. While these "revela-
tions" came as no surprise to the rev-
olutionary Marxists around the world
who had suffered at the hands of Stalin
and his agents for more than three de-
cades, they shocked many in and around
the Communist parties, who had believed
in Stalin as the greatest of revolution-
ary leaders. They had defended his
purges, trials, and executions as just
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and necessary. Within months the Khru-
shchev speech was followed by the Hun-
garian revolution, and the Kremlin's
bloody suppression of it. The Communist
parties around the world lost tens of
thousands of disillusioned members and
followers.

This was the beginning of the de-
struction of the Stalinist monolith. In
a very short period of time, all ques-
tions were up for re-discussion. Thou-
sands of former members and supporters
of the Communist parties, disenchanted
with Stalinism, began looking for and
discussing alternatives.

In Britain a substantial number
of intellectuals split from the Com-
munist Party. Their decision to split
was a rejection of Stalinism, but in-
stead of recognizing the antithesis be-
tween Stalinism and Marxism-ILeninism,
they falsely established an identity
between them and rejected the whole
package. They proceeded, under the guise
of searching for a new ideology, to re-
vert to some of the most primitive ideas
which had been weighed and found wanting

"CREATE TWO, THREE, MANY VIETNAMS."

during the earliest years of the so-
cialist movement.

The superiority of spontaneity
over organization, the rejection of
theory and program in favor of pragmatic
action, the practice of "participatory
democracy," the theory of the propaganda-
of-the~deed, the rejection of the working
class as the agency for social change —-
al. these ideas were as 0ld as the so-
cislist movement.

The British intellectuals of this
group became the fountain head of the
new left, spurred on by such sympathi-
zers 8s C. Wright Mills and others who
rejected the revolutionary potential
of the working class and sought after
some new elite grouping to change the
world.

The essence of their development
was the rejection of Marxism in the
sphere of ideology and Leninism in the
sphere of organization. They never
went back to examine the nature of
Stalinism and the degeneration of the
Russian revolution and the Communist
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parties. They never answered the ques-
tion "why Stalinism?" or differentia-
ted it from Marxism and Leninism.

They never went back to Stalin's
program of "socialism in one country" to
demonstrate how that led inevitably to
the bureaucratic degeneration of the
revolution and reduced the Communist
parties around the world to serving the
Soviet bureaucracy. They never came to
realize that you cannot have a Lenin-
ist party with a reformist program,
that such a party could be nothing but
a mockery of a Leninist party.

The experiences of the British "new
left" group were repeated in one form or
another in much of Western Europe and
North America, giving rise, during the
decade of the 1960's, to the internation-
al phenomenon of the "new left." Today,
few of the forces of the "new left" are
coming out of the Communist parties, but
most of the attitudes, theories, and
ideas of the "new left" stem from the
history of Stalinism and confused reject-
ion of Stalinism by significant numbers
of left-wing intellectuals.

General Characteristics of the Student
Radicalization

Despite all the differences which
exist from one country to another, and
even from one campus to another, several
conspicuous features characterize the
student struggles in a general sense on
an international plane.

First is the highly political char-
acter of today's student movements. Gone
are the communist and socialist youth or-
ganizations that were largely concerned
with social activities, sports contests,
and colorful uniforms. The best of to-
day's radical youth are attracted to rev-
olutionary youth organizations because of
their political programs, their interna-
tional perspectives, and the actions they
engage in around the key political issues
of the day.

Secondly, the radicalization taking
place today is marked by a genuine re-
birth of internationalism, the kind of
solidarity in international struggles
which was destroyed four decades ago by
the narrow bureaucratic nationalism
of the Stalinist movement.

The Vietnamese can take considerable
credit for stimulating this development
by their tremendous courage in resisting
American aggression which helped bring a
world wide effort in their behalf into
being. The Cuban revolution is also part-
1y responsible through the example set by
revolutionaries like Castro and Che,
their call for "two, three, many Vietnams"

~ and their understanding that the only

way to protect the revolution in one coun-
try is to spread the revolution to other
countries and continents.

The growth of a strong internation-
alist consciousness amongst our generation
comes from the fact that around the globe
we have a common enemy, imperialism. We
have had many common political experien-
ces in our still short lifetime. We are
tied together by almost instantaneous
world-wide communications which serve to
unify our struggles and make our actions
more effective. This internationalism
is one of the most positive and promising
aspects of the new radicalization.

A third general characteristic of
this student radicalization is its anti-
authoritarianism, its willingness to chal-
lenge and question most of the norms,
rules, regulations and sacred cows of its
elders. Our generation is searching for
answers and solutions to problems we did
not create. We are willing to consider
precisely those solutions and answers
which are considered heretical,
feel like the radical German youth of to-
day when they are falsely criticized for
creating anarchy and fostering conditions
that give rise to fascism. Their answer
to their elders is simple: "History
proves you are not qualified to teach us
how to fight fascism."

Whether it is the authority of the
state, school, family, or employer, the
tendency is to reject the ready made ans-
wers and criticisms and search for new
solutiomns.

Fourthly, the young radicals are
groping toward a revolutionary Marxist
understanding of world politics. They
tend in "new left" fashion +to lump
reformism, Stalinism, Marxism and Lenin-
ism together and dismiss the whole lot.
At the same time, however, they are usu-
ally trying, in a pragmatic and blind
fashion, to fight their way through the
decades of lies and distortions built
up by the capitalist rulers as well as
the Stalinists and social democrats,
and rediscover for themselves the basic
tenets of Marxism and how to apply them
to the world realities of todaye.

Stalinism

The pro-Moscow Communist parties
find themselves rejected in country
after country not only because of their
history, but also due to their current
policies which represent more of the
same. Their narrow nationalistic defense
of the interests of the Soviet bureau-
cracy and support to the stabtus quo in
the pursuit of peaceful coexistence



with imperialism, continually put them in
the right wing of any revolutionary po-
litical development.

Events of the last decade have giv-
en ample proof of the reactionary po-
litics of the Kremlin. The invasion of
Hungary, the economic blackmail of Cu-
ba, the minimal support to Vietnam and
the reluctance to call for the withdrawal
of U.S. troops or victory for the Nation-
al Liberation Front, Moscow's opposition
to armed struggle in Latin America, the
American CP's support to Johnson in the
1964 elections, their opposition to black
nationalism, the French CP's betrayal of
the May Revolution in France, Moscow's
invasion of Czechoslovakia-—all these
events (and they constitute only a por-
tion of the record) have given abundant
confirmation of the consistent policies
of the pro-Moscow Communist parties and
the fact they do not constitute a revo-
lutionary tendency.

In turning away from the pro-Moscow
parties, some revolutionary minded youth
have turned toward the pro-Peking Com-
munist parties in hopes of finding an
answer. While this is a positive reac-
tion since it indicates a willingness to
look to communism for the answers, still
large numbers of these have rapidly be-
come disillusioned with Chairman Mao's
version of Stalinism too.

Peking's position on Vietnam has
been key in helping to clarify the real
political nature of Maoism. Sectarian
refusal to build a united front interna-
tionally, and refusal to participate in
united front demonstrations in individ-
ual countries (such as Progressive Labor
in the United States) has been a serious
blow to the Vietnamese fighters. It has
given the Soviet leaders the necessary ex-
cuse for refusing more aid to Vietnam,
and divided the pro-socialist forces in
the face of an all-out attack by imperial-
ism.

In addition to Maoism's failure to
defend Vietnam, Peking's condemnation of
Cuba as the left cover for counter-revo-
lutionaryrevisionism and the economic
blackmail of Cuba (similar to the Krem-
lin's) have also made many realize that
the pro-Peking parties are only a varia-
tion on their pro-Moscow counterparts.

While loudly denouncing the Soviet
Union as counter-revolutionary, the Mao-
ists have shown that wherever they have
significant forces their class collabora-
tionist policies closely resemble Mos-
cow's. In Indonesia, the leadership of
the largest Communist party outside the
workers states paved the way for its own
destruction by collaborating with and
relying on the Indonesian capitalist
class for more than two decades. As a
result, in 1965, the party was totally

unprepared to defend itself against the
savage repression of the generals, and
over one million Indonesians were slaugh-
tered.

Having learned nothing, the pro-
Peking forces in the Indian state of Ker-
ala last year continued the strategy of
class collaboration, and formed a coali-
tion government with capitalist parties
there.

In the United States, where Pro-
gressive Labor represents the pro-Peking
line, that organization has also been dis-
credited in the black community by its
totally opportunist flip-flops on the
question of the Afro-American struggle,
first pretending to lead the black strug-
gle, and then condemning nationalism as
petty bourgeois.

Added to all this, the Mao-cult,
superimposed on the Stalin-cult, gives
Maoism a heavy handicap in approaching
and winning over large numbers of revol-
utionary youth.

Social Democracy

The social democracy has won equally
severe condemnation from the new genera-
tion of radical youth, and the record of
the British social democratic Labour Party
under Wilson provides a prime example of
the reasons for this rejection.

Since World War II the Labour Party
has succeeded in accomplishing what the
Tories could not have done without much
greater force and social strife--~they
have forced the working class to pay for
the decline of British imperialism out of
its weekly pay check. The Labour Party's
wage freeze, unemployment policies, ra-
cist immigration laws, monetary devalua-
tion, servile support to U.S. imperial-
ism, and similar policies have propped
up capitalism in Britain--all in the name
of protecting the interests of the work-
ing class.

Other social democratic parties in
Europe have played a similar role. The
decision by the German Social Democratic
Party to enter a coalition with the
Christian Democrats has been an important
factor in the rising class consciousness
of the European radical students.

In some countries, the default of
the Communist parties and the social de-
mocracy has left openings for various
"left wing" social democratic forces such
as the United Socialist Party in France
(PSU) and the PSIUP (Socialist Party of
International Proletarian Unity) in Italy.
However, these parties have not attracted
the more revolutionary studentse.

For example, the crucial test of the
French PSU came in the May-June events.
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While they were the only left wing party
that defended the student revolutionaries
—-against deGaulle and the CP--the PSU
leaders were simultaneously making cor-
ridor deals to try and enter any new gov-
ernment formed if deGaulle should fall.
The French revolutionaries correctly saw
this as a betrayal of the struggle, and
Mendes-France, the prima-donna of the PSU,
declined to address a rally of 50,000
youth for fear of being hissed out of the
stadium.

While the conscious rejection of the
social democrats and the pro-Moscow and
pro-Peking parties are crucial first
steps on the road towards revolutionary
politics, they represent only the begin-
ning. After decades of distortions, slan-
ders and lies, it is no simple task to
resurrect the real traditions, norms and
politics of Lenin's Bolshevik party.

There are many problems inherent in
this often pragmatic and empirical pro-
cess of reconstruction from partial his-
tory and limited experience. All types
of misconceptions and errors arise.

Without clarity on a revolutionary
socialist political orientation, it is
impossible to chart a strategic course
or analyze tactical needs., Vital and ba-
sic though this is, such a program is not
alone sufficient. There is another ma-
Jjor, fundamental requirement along side
this revolutionary socialist orientation.
That is the need to build a politically
homogeneous combat party, with full in-
ternal democracy and the will and confi-
dence to act unitedly in carrying out its
decisions--in short the need for a Lenin-
ist party to successfully carry through
the fight against the most powerful,
strongest, and deadliest ruling class
the world has ever known.

This is precisely the question on
which the new radicals have the least
understanding. Yet, without this key
element, no matter how correct their
comprehension of other questions, they
will not be able to act effectively or
carry out a revolutionary policy. They
must go back to Lenin and learn how to
build such a party. Events like the May
revolution in France are bringing revolu-

CZECHOSLOVAKIAN YOUTH WERE IN VANGUARD OF FIGHT FOR SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY
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tionary youth daily closer to the reali-
zstion that building such a Leninist par-
ty is the most difficult task before us,
and the most crucial. Over time, the
best of these revolutionary youth will be
convinced that the policies and programs
of the Trotskyist movement, on a world
scale, continue the real program of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and the other great revolu-
tionaries of our past.

The Dynamics of the World Struggle

The world revolution is on the ad-
vance in all of the three basic sectors.
It is on the advance in the colonial
world, where the struggle in Vietnam
stands as the focal point and the symbol.
It is on the rise in the advanced capital-
ist countries where, after twenty years
of subdued class struggle, the French
workers and students suddenly burst their
bonds and renewed the march towards a
socialist revolution. And it is on the
advance in those countries which have al-
ready rid themselves of capitalist pro-
perty relations, as the Czechoslovakian
workers and students are demonstrating
by their unwillingness to accept anything
short of full socialist democracy.

Each of these struggles is closely
related to the others, and any defeat
or victory in one sector is sharply re-
gistered in all three., The dynamics of
these interlocking struggles is of funda-
mental importance to revolutionaries ev-
erywhere,

The Colonial Revolution

From the end of World War II until
the late 1950's, the colonial world was
the most dynamic center of revolutionary
struggle, The fight for national inde-
pendence and land reform in the countries
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America played
a key role in awakening the consciousness
of our generation as it came to political
life in the late 1950's and early 1960's.
Central amongst those struggles were Al-
geria, Cuba, and Vietnam. The youth of
those countries themselves played a de-
cisive role in molding the direction of
the struggles and providing the manpower,
enthusiasm and determination.

It was this spirit and overwhelming
courage of the liberation fighters of
these countries that caught the imagina-
tion and idealism of youth around the
world. Their identification was frequent-
ly romantic and moralistic, but it tends
to become more and more an act of polit-
ical solidarity, more and more an identi-
fication not only with the colonial revol-
ution as such, but an understanding that
it is an integral part of the world so-
cialist revolution. The tendency toward
"third worldism," the substitution of the
colonial struggle for worldwide struggle,
including struggle in the advanced capi-

talist countries, is receding under the
impact of the events in France, Czechos-
lovakia, and the black ghetto explosions
in the U.S.

The Algerian revolution of 1954-
1962 played a key radicalizing role in
Europe, and France in particulare. The
brutality of the war waged by France, and
the polarization of French society which
resulted from the war, had an impact on
French youth that affected much broader
layers than the conscious radicals.

It was around public meetings, ral-
lies, and demonstrations in favor of an
independent Algeria and against the fas-
cist threat posed by ultra-rightist organ-
izations like the Secret Army Organiza-
tion (OAS), that the nucleus of the left
opposition inside the French Union of
Communist Students was formed. The com-
munist students decided to oppose the
line of the CP and lead the students and
young workers in street actions. Those
were the beginnings of the revolutionary
student movement in France.

The victory of the Cuban guerrillas
and the continued deepening of the revo-
lution overlapped in time with the final
years of the Algerian war. The Cuban
example was both an inspiration to the
Algerians and a further political lesson
on the necessity for a successful revol-
ution to take a socialist direction. In
Che's words, "it's either a socialist
revolution or a caricature of revolution."
In Algeria, the Boumedienne military coup
in 1965 was a negative confirmation of
that lesson.

In the U.S., the Cuban revolution
had greater impact than the Algerian war,
primarily because of the U.S. govern-—
ment's deep involvement in trying to crush
the revolution, and its geographical
proximity to the U.S. Hundreds of rad-
ical American youth visited Cuba in the
first years of the revolution and re-
turned to spread the truth and build or-
ganizations like the Fair Play for Cuba
Committees. For the first time in over a
decade, significant numbers of youth, in-
spired by the Cuban revolution, began to
join the revolutionary movement in the
U.S. Defense of the Cuban revolution be-
came one of the lines dividing the revol-
utionaries from the faint-hearted radi-
cals.

The Vietnam experience came on top
of the lessons of Algeria and Cuba--as
well as the developments in the Congo,
Santo Domingo, and other places. The
intervention of the U.S. government col-
lided with the determination of the Viet-
namese to assure the victory of their

. revolution against staggering odds, and

set the stage for Vietnam to become the
focal point of the world revolution for
an extended period.
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The impact of Vietnam accelerated
revolutionary developments all over the
world, from Bolivia to Palestine, from
Cuba to Warsaw, from New York to Paris.
This summer's massive and militant dem-
onstrations in Mexico City, Brazil, and
Uruguay were only the latest examples of
such crucial developments to Latin Amer-
ica. The emergence of an international
movement against U.S. aggression in Viet-
nam, led and organized by the revolution-
ary youth of country after country, has
laid the basis for profound changes in
the international balance of forces, and
a new rise in the world revolutionary
struggle.

The importance and depth of the new
period opening up can be judged by the
events of recent months in France and
Czechoslovakia.

The Workers States

For the first time in 12 years --
since the Hungarian revolution and the
Polish October of 1956 —-- mass pressure
for the establishment of socialist demo-
cracy has developed in one of the deform-
ed workers states. That is the basic sig-
nifigance of the political reforms that
were carried out in Czechoslovakia be-
tween January and August of this year.
Opposition to the establishment of social-
ist democracy and fear of its spread were
the mainreasons for the Soviet-led in-
vasion of that country.

The political reforms against which
the Soviet bureaucracy directed its fire
were the abolition of press censorship,
freedom of political organization for all
Socialist tendencies, and the recognition
of the rights of political tendencies to
exist within the Communist Party. Those
three reforms which simply return to the
norms of the early Bolshevik Party con-
stituted a deadly threat to the bureau-
crats of the Kremlin and the other East-
ern European countries.

Freedom for revolutionary commun-
ists to discuss, project, and work to-
wards the formation of elected workers'
councils as the basic democratic units
which would organize the economic and po-
litical 1life of the country would spell
the end of the usurped power of the bu-
reaucrats. (In some respects this is sim-
ilar to the bureaucratic control of the
unions in this country. If political
freedom in the unions were reestablished,
the bureaucrats would not be long for
their posts and privileges either.)

While the Soviet invasion of Czech-
oslovakia has brought a temporary halt to
the democratic reforms, it will be more
difficult to reverse the basic froces set
in motion. 1968 is not 1956, A world-wide
radicalization of youth has been underway
for more than a decade; the workers

states and Communist Parties are divided
and following separate policies; the
pressures for socialist democracy exist
in strong currents in every Eastern Euro-
pean country and the Soviet Union. Young
revolutionary communists in Czechoslova-
kia and the other Soviet-bloc states will
be able to make major contributions to
the world struggle if they continue to
spearhead the drive for socialist demoe-
racy in their country. By reaffirming
the fact that socialism means greater
freedom than ever before in man's history,
they will aid the socialist revolution in
all spheres.

The Advanced Capitalist Countries

In France, during May and June,
1968, the revolutionary upsurge in the
advanced capitalist countries reached its
highest point in three decades. While
that struggle had a dynamic of its own,
it was not unrelated to the struggles in
the colonial world and the workers states,
even on the most basic level., The stu-
dent revolt began when police tried to ar-
rest a member of the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Youth (JCR) for organizing a demon-
stration against the Vietnam war; and one
of the earliest resolutions passed by the
students' general assembly at the Univer-
sity of Nanterre was in solidarity with
the Polish revolutionary students .n gen-
eral, and Modzelewski and Kuron in partic-
ular, in their fight for socialist democ-
racy.

In the May revolution the students,
by taking their struggles into the
streets and forcing the de Gaulle govern-
ment to retreat, and by setting the exam-
ple of courageous action in the face of
unprovoked police brutality, inspired the
French working class to act also. They
set in motion social forces which could
have led to a victorious socialist revo-
lution in an advanced capitalist country,
if there had been a mass revolutionary
party to lead those forces.

The students quickly began to estab-
lish ties with the working class youth of
their generation and developed common
forms of organization and action with
them. But the French revolt made crystal
clear once again that without a revolu-
tionary party uniting the most class con-
scious and most combative representatives
of the workers, students, small farmers,
and oppressed minorities, the revolution
will not be able to defeat either the cap-
italist rulers with all their armed might,
or their Stalinist and social democratic
agents in the working class.

Student youth, through their own or-
ganizations, can play a key role in win-
ning the best of our generation to the
perspective of building such a party and
helping to educate the cadre for that par-
ty.



13-

The United States

The developments in the U.S. consti-
tute an important element in the dynamics
of the world revolution today. Precisely
because the U.S. stands as the citadel of
world imperialism, every action, every
event that builds the revolutionary move-
ment in this country has profound reper-
cussions around the globe.

Foremost amongst these developments
in the U.S. is the growing and deepening
black nationalist consciousness of the
Afro-American population. The struggle
for self-determination inside the U.S.
places Afro-America in direct and irre-
concilable opposition the the rulers of
this country. More and more, elements
in the conscious vanguard of the black
community are turning toward Marxism and
coming to recognize the perspective of a
socialist revolution as the prerequisite
for national self-determination for Afro-
America., Every step in that direction,
every new indication of the revolutionary
potential and combativity of the black
masses in America brings new inspiration
and encouragement to revolutionaries a-
round the world.

The second struggle in the U.S. to-
day which has international revolutionary
importance is the movement against the
Vietnam war. For the first time in U.S.
history a mass movement has emerged a-
gainst a war that is actually being
fought.

The mass actions against the Viet-
nam war began in the U.S. and their ex-~
anmple inspired the movement internation-
ally. The first teach-ins and mobiliza-
tions came as a response to calls for ac-
tion from North American youth. Now we
are able to respond to calls from other
sections of the international movement,

such as the call for October 21-27 ac-
tions from the Japanese students and the
British Vietnam Solidarity Campaign.

The knowledge that a revolutionary
opposition is grow1ng within the U.S. it-
self and preparing for the most difficult
and decisive of all struggles -- the
struggle agalnst the American ruling
class -- is a major source of inspiration
to revolutionaries around the world.

They know, and we know, that only when
the destructive power of U.S. capitalism
is eliminated can there be world peace
and prosperity under socialism.

This places an exceptionally heavy
but crucially important burden on the new
generation of revolutionary youth in the
U.S. today. We are fighting not Jjust for
ourselves, not just for other Americans,
but for the cause of the oppressed and ex-
ploited throughout the world.

Our political debates and activi-
ties are directed toward a coascious, spe-
cific goal -- to win the best members and
largest number of our generation to revo-
lutionary Marxism and build a party that
can lead the struggle for socialism to a
successful conclusion. This is no easy
or single task. It cannot be accom-
plished without serious debate by criti-
cal-minded students over all the current
issues as well as the theory, strategy
and history of revolutionary struggles
in the past.

The Young Soclalist Alliance is at-
tempting to build a revolutionary youth
organization based on these concepts. We
discuss and decide our political objec-
tives, and we act on our decisions. We

want all American youth who are working
for a socialist America and a socialist
world to Jjoin us in this struggle.
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ATTEND THE NATIONAL
YOUNG SOCIALIST CONVENTION
CHICAGO NOV. 29-DEC. 1, 1968

A National Convention of young socialists
from throughout the United States will be con-
vened in Chicago over the Thanksgiving week-
end. It will meet in the midst of a year of un-
precedented revolutionary activity—from Prague
to Paris, from Vietnam to Bolivia, and from
Columbia to Berkeley. The Convention will dis-
cuss: the international revolutionary youth move-
; A, . ment; the Vietnamese revolution and how to de-
N orry | Ny E fend it; the 1968 election campaign waged by
A 7 F [ -~ the Young Socialists for Halstead and Boutelle
< , Y ) and the Young Socialist Alliance; the Afro-Amer-

- ican struggle for the right to self-determination;
the perspectives for the revolutionary socialist
youth movement in this country, and the fight
for a socialist America.

Reports will be given at the Convention by
representatives of revolutionary socialist youth
abroad, by antiwar and socialist GIs, and by
participants in the Afro-American struggle, the
antiwar movement, and campus rebellions across
the country.

If you are interested in attending the Conven-
tion, fill out the coupon below.

Young Socialist Alliance
P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

. | plan to attend the Convention. Please send me details on housing, transportation, etc.
. Please send me a set of the discussion bulletins prepared for the Convention, and bill me.

. Send me more information on the Convention.



