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WE RzGRET Tha? this iesue is
more trhan a menth bhehind sched-!
ule. Technical handicape in the!
Nationsl Cffice and the latenessv!
of articles submitted are respon—~
gible fcr the delay. The first!
of tiese problems should be over—
conie *hig month and 1if erticles !
are in cn time,oY¥d will be pub-
lishsd on schedules

& * &

THE NEW YORK UNIT is organi-

‘lzing a workKshop around £YR ° which.
7#ricther units would do well to fole|

low. It is an excellent cduca~
ticnal technique that ie more in-
teresting and morestimulatingthan
the usual class methods ~4lso,it
would help insure the regular ap-
pearance of the magazine.The plan
is simples Unit menbercand con~
tacts get together and discusswhat
articles would be aporcyriate for
the next issue. A number cf topcy
are chosen and assigned. A pre-
1*71nary disgwssion on the8udjects
is tuen held. Two waeks laterthe
articles should be completed and
rcad vefore the group; discusseqg
revised and finally suhmitted to
oYR. In New York the zmjectisled
ihy comrads Irvigg Homs.

A number of cosrsdes eriti-
cized articles in the last 1issue
dealig with guestions of a semi-
internal, organizationsl nature.
The criticiem ie vaiid and hence-
tforth the magazine will bte dkwoted
falmost exclusively to caucd*lonal
and culiurel ax thl&

» * »

BEGINNING W.iTd THE nextimue
the YR will feature editorials
which will present the v¥Lposiion
¢r natvional and intzrnaticonal pd-
itios, spccifis youth nrovlemseand
ettitude toward othcr youth org-
anizatlions.

;.UBSDBIPTION RA&Eo!

One year(l2 1is6UeB)eeesneenes
Porelgn. ... .cveviveienennnn,
Single COPY e revranereevenonne

-




TR e e v o t—— e ey 0
, e PIRERTERS o

Teir years ago, February 16, Leon sedoff,on of Leon

Trotsky died in .Paris. The circumstances surrounding
his death were mysterious at.the time and later inv-
estigation indicated that his death was not a natural
one;that the long,murderous arm of the GrU had sought
out osedov and as:zassinated him. The following -x—
cerpt is from Trotsky's dedication to proletarian

youth gn honor of his son. .

T

o FPE3 RUARY 16th the i{¢ ican evening papers carried a brief dispatch

an the

death of Leon Sedoff foliowing a surgical operation.

in urgent work I did not see these  papers. Diego Rivera
initiative ehecked this Gispatch by radio snd came to me with the ter-
cible nevs., An hour later I told Nathalia of the death of our son in
;he samc month of February in which 32 years ago she brouzht to mein
j8il the news of his birth. Thus ended for us the day of Februsry 16,
the blackest day in our pecrsonal lives.

" WE HaD EXPECTEL many things, almost anything but not this.
fecently Lcon had written us concerning his intention to szourc a job
" ;/““”‘“~\\ in a factory. At the same time he exvress

.
/
.ﬁ'

1<

of writing the history of the Russian Oppo

Absorbed
on his own

For only

cd the hope
gsition for

a scientific institutc. he was full of plans. Cnly

letter from him dated Februgry 4, brimming

)

ing preparations," he wrote, "for the trial
b )

[ two days prior to the news of his death we rec:-ived a
/ with cour-
‘7 age and vitality. Herc it i{s before me. "o ATCc mak-

in switz-

erland where the siturtion is very favorablc Loth as

And he vent on to list anumber of favorablc facts and

letter bresthes with assurance concerning
Whence then thisg malignant disease, and

= s

‘;d&<si//d regards so-called 'public opinion' and authorities™”,
) f
g

the future.

;(§i7 symptons. "En sommc nous marquons des points." The
~N /
v /'

lightning

: \\\\~,/" death? 1In twclve days? For us, the guestion is shr-
. L 2\ ouded in . decop mystery.  Will it ever be cleared up?
it prescﬂ%e n

0 scrious difficulty for the agents of otalin to zain ac—
‘ess to Lcon, his Clothingz, his food. Arc judicial ecxperts, oven if

mtramaclcd by wiiplomatich condidcrations capable of arriviny at a de-
*initive conclusion on this pcint? In conncction with war chcaistry
ihe art of poisoning has nowadavs attained an extraordinary development.
surc the scerets of this asrt arc inaccessible to common wmnrtalsg.

‘o be

gut the soisoners of the G.:.U. have accers to everything.
irely feoeible to conccive of a pPoign vhich cannot be detcoted after

teath,

juch carch.

OR DID TEEY kill him without rescrtin

oung

inigm.,

cven with  the most careful analysis. And who will

1t is ent-

guarantee

& to the aid of chemistry? The

end profoundly scnsitive and teonder bcing had Had far too much
50 bear. The long ycars of the camcaign of lies against his father andg
‘he best of the older comradcs, whom Lcon from his childhood had -ecome
16custoimcd to revere and lovc, had 1llrcady dceply shaken his morel org-

The long scrics of c:pitulations by mcmbers of tho

Voososition

lcalt him Dblews that were no less heavy. Then followed in 3-rlin the
sulcide of Zina, my older daughtcr, whom otalin had pcrfidiously, out
sheerest vindictivinese, torn from her children, her family, her

>f the
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own mili . Lecon found hice lf with his older cistorts -0 _sc and
her six—~ycrr cld boy on his kends. Ec d cided to try to roachhis youn-
ger brothcr scrgei in Moscow by phcn Eithcr becausc - the G.lalUe was
momcntarily disconcertcd by Zina's QUlCidu or bcecause it hopod to list—
en in  to some secrcts, a phonc conncection,contrary to all cxscctations
wvas madc, and Lcon was ablc to transmit the - tragic ncws to Jdosccw by
his own v01co. ouch was thc last conversation Dbetwe:n our two boys,
doomed br ccthers, over the still-warm body of their sister. Loon's let—
tcrs to us in rrinklipo were tcrsc, mcagcr and restrained when they do=
gecribed his ordcal. he sparcd us far toc much. But in cov:ry linc one
gould fccl an unbearable morsl strain.

1 MATINIAL DIFrICULTIEs AuD privaticns Lecon bore lightly, JO“lﬂgly,
}ike a truc pLoletarlan° b¥t of coursc they too left their mark. Inf-
Initcly wcrce harrowing wero the offcete of the subscquent moral tort-—
arcs. Tnc wmescow Trisl of thc oixtecn, the wmonstrous naturc of the ac-
cusations, the nightmarish testimeny of thc defendents among thon omir-
nov and .rachkovsky whom Lcon sc intimetoly knoew and loved; thz uncz—
pected intcrmrnent of his father and mother in Nocoway, the :zriod of
four mo”ths without any ncws; the theft of theo arohchs, the my-tcrious
removal cf my wifc and wysclf to icxico;, the sccond Moscow Triplswith
its cvon werce deliricus accusations and confcssions, the digspscarsnce
of his orother sergei, accuscd of "poisoning workers"; the sho;ting of
countloss pceople who haa cither bceen closc friends or rbmaln ¢ Zricnds
to thc cnd; the persccuticns and the attempts of the G.F.U. in ﬂrcncc,
the murder of R01ss in owitzcrland, the lics, the b.8cners,the per—
fidy, tic framc—ups;no, "otallnl em" vas for Loon not an abstract Delit-
ical conccpt but =n pndlcss Scrics of moral blows and spiritusl weunde.
Whether thc Fpscow masters rczortcd to chbmlstry, or vhcther ﬂv*“*thing
they had previously dene proved sufiicient, the conclusion rciiins one
abd thec semc; It was they vho killcd him. The day of his dc=th they
markcd cn the Thermidorian celondsr as a major cflcbtration.

BEFJrE T:EY KILLED him thcy did everybhing in thcir power to slender
and Dblacken cur son in the cycs of contomperarics and of »2stcrity.
Cain Djuroshvilli end his honchmen tricd to cdepice ween as an =-.nt of
capital . et rceteoration in th UsoecR., the crganizer oI r1ailway wrccks
and mu:xccrs cf workcers. The cfforts cf thc scoundrels arc in vain.
Tons or Thcrmidorivn Ifilth rcoound from his young figurc, lcaving not
a stain cn him. Leon was a bhorcughly clcan, honest, purc hun=n bceing.
He couls buferc any vorkiaz cls: gathering tcll the :tory of his life-
alas, sc bricf-day by dey, as I have bricily told it here. ko hoc¢ ne
thing - bc achamced of or hidc. wergl nenility was the basic - rp or
his chrvector. ko unweveringly scrved the causc of the opngS»zﬂ, be—-
causc¢ hc rcmaincd truce tc hirsclf. Frem the hands of naturc and hist-
tory hc cowmergod a man of horolc mould. Tihe great awc—inspr:'ag cv—
ents waich hover cver uz »ill nced such pceple. Had Lecen lived to par-
ticipat: in tuce. cvinte he vould have ghc n hiz tmue steture. 2ut he
did not live. wur Lcoen, pdoy son, heroic fighter, is no mor:.

HIo .I{TEER,VEC was sloscr to him than 2ny other persen in the 'vorld-
and [ avc 11V&ﬁt tlruugh thcee terriol: houre recalling his ine Sy fca-
turc by fc¢nture, unsdl. to belicve that he 1= no morc and wec .ing be-
causc it 1s imposcible not to belicve. o™ cgn Vo ascustom Tureclves
to the idca that upon this carth thoere no irngcr‘cxnots the wowm, hur—
an entivy oocund tc us by such indicsclublc thrcads of common miucries,
mutual undcerstonding, and tcndor attachmont. No onc knew us and nc cnc

knows us, cur streng a d cur weak sides, so well as he did. ko vos @ P
part oi Sctn of ue, our ycung p)rt. By hundreds of chrnngl cur &
El6
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thoughts and fecclings daily renched cut to him in Iaris._ Together with
our boy, had dicd cverything that still remainced young 7ithin ug.

GOOD-BY, LEON g.od-by decar and inccmparable friend. Your me ther
and I nCVer thrught ncver expected that destiny weould imoose cn us
this tarrible vask nf writing ycur cbituary. We lived in firm cenvie-
: tion taat lcng aftcr we »ere grne y-u would be the ccntinuer »f our co-

mmon. CausE. But we werc not able tc prafest ycu. Geied-by Leond - We
¢ bequeath y-ur irreprcachablc momery to the yrunger generaticn of the
$ workers cf the wrerld. Ycu will rightly live in thc hearts of all trese
§ shc work, geuffecr ‘and strugglec fcr a betier werld. Revsluticnary ycuth
cf all ocuntrics! Accept frcm us the memcry ¢f ~ur Lecn, adept him as
your son~he is worthy c¢f it-and lct him hencef-rth partlcipato invig—-
ibly in ycur battlcs, sincc destiny had denicd him - the hapoinees. of
part1c1pat1ng 1n your flnal v1otrry.._l : T

e — ———
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Though there are numeroue social -differences between the Nazi
and 3talinist totalitarian syctems there areé also many simil—
arities. 'Onc¢ of the most brutally etriking rescmblances - is
their systematic euppression of all socialiet opposition. ' To
dissipate tha threat of socialist idcas and aetivity to their
‘totalitarian rule, Hitler and Stalin throupgh their Gestapoand

- .G.F.U. have assaslnatpd executed, t- rtured ‘and impdsonecdtiou~—

- .sands of e001allst ﬁclon arc’a fou names from the tragmaL—
ly long 1list of.

SOC!AUSTS MU RDERED BY..

6 TALI N ”' ‘ S BIT L ER

LEON- TnOToKY%lcadcr of the 4th- DNLEVLLET bOLLEnAN SCAITFFER
International aqsaSqlnatcd b #ITTEVEN, ZLEL: KOEQbAu SARTER
a G.P.U. agent- August 23,1940) uENIsT, GnnﬁlroEk(leaderscfthe
S ' ' Lutch Trotskylsts assasecinated
-EHRLICKE and ALTER(Folish scc - by the pestapq—Aprll 12, 1542)
ialist. leaders ex;cuted.nruc— o ' L
sia) B o . LEsOIL, NOFERE, MICPAU\EMQQLET
o o 'LEUGRLED ltaRCOURT(leaders of the
AMNDREo NIN (Leadesr of the&p&n- Belgian Lrotskyl 3ts executd bY.
ish F.0.U . .~Farty of Larxist the Na21s) . - :
Unity- assa051natod By “uG.F.U.
in opain) - ) | PCULIOPOULQV, L AXRI3 YYAOLYTCb
- YrNEaKCo{leaders of the “Greeck
IGNACE nELuo(murcblcdby G.F.U. Trotohyl ts executed oy Nazis)
in switzerland when hé¢ 901ned

the Fouzth Intcrnatlona¢ EIC, 1OUnPIo JbuUU*‘ COuIlAnD

uEICPLER LHEOJO LAURZS T pGUZIN
RULOLF CanEmL(agorLtary of the WILELIN (leaders of the. Traxh
Fourth Intcrnational murdgrbd Trotskylsts killed Doy ¥azis)
by stalinists in Francc) etc. etc. etc..

, (Only Trotskyists arenotechere
thELICN hAR;E(nnerlcan Trot9g~ . A 5 lie inta 4R~
Tat killcd in hCXiCO) to thraw the lie into theteeth

of-otaliniets who slancerecd us
. as"fascist agents" because we

ZINOVIEV ,KhuEl £V sUKhAhINQYKOV & -

(C1a dolehev1ks—v10tlms oF the: maintained our:socialist ogrpo

giti t sccond Vorkd
infamous wmoscow Framc—up Trals) h\r;lelékt?ir) .
ete. cte. cte. P oS
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ALISM" FAILS

TEE BRITISH LABOR Party assgmed the reins of government at the
close of World War II. It was charged with the responsibility of
re-organizing an ecomomy which had been declining for year s due to
i3 antiquated production methods and declining resources and which in
& addition had suffered heavy damages due to the war. By 1939 output
; ‘per, mén  in Great Brit3in was less than one half that of the United
States. In every industry except shipbuilding,British productivity
Was; less than that of the United States. In coal mining the sickest
of ‘her industries a steady decline in productivity had takean ylaece.
British output per man shift was 1.14 long tons as cumpared with the
' N . ~ American figurc of 4.37 long tons. By 194& c¢oal

3

BRITISH™SOC

. productivity had declined another 12%. Her
7 / . Teturns from overseas investments however help-

- nationsl income than would have scemed posgib-
~le. Today this advantage is wiped out. 3y June
¥ 1944, 4.2 billions of dollars of overscas in~
vestments were gone and her merchant marine de—
stroycd. Britisn ovcrscas indcbtedncese has
mounted to over 12 billion dollars during the
The'mother country is in debt to her cole

¢
\ .
\ atf

;\ ngp;%;?igxxfﬂ ed to offsct this decline and maintain a higher

o

‘ome the pilcture 1is no less drcary. At
casy/D% of domestic capital was dcstroyed by
tﬁc;,gr. The losscs in producers goods plus
v@jﬁrowded housing and damagcd transpootation
1t . Chaking travel to work difficult has cut scr-
L;;%é,,¢§2fiéﬁsfyiin$g output per man. Manchestcr, center
a ;jfiizjjijfgjf/Bf Britain'sindustrial wealth was heavily dam-
® -)aged during the waT duc to bombing:  hKull, Britain's third oort was
the worst bombed city in the kingdom. A 25% decoline in shipring
tonnage resulted from the war. 30C,000 homes were made uninhabitable
due to the wer and 5 million werc drimaged. sore secrious is the dan—
gorous backlog that has cccured in much nceded recpairs.

;"tl\"

IN ORDER TO recoup hor losscs as a capitalist nation, Britain
must cxport. ohc must in fact increase hor exports 75% over 1939.
Sincc a 50% decline in cxports took place during the war this be—
comes an cnormous projcct. The difficultics in this undeortsking
cannot be ovcrestimated. Take into acgount the hecavy losses in
industry, the lack of modern equipment, the loss of sourcos of raw
matoriels, (Finlsnd her chicf souren of timber, a vital raw matcrial
now sends all her timber to Russia as rcparations) and the fact that
most c¢f her markets have been #natched up by competitors whe can
producc in greater quantitices and morc cheaply and we can sco that
reoovery for Britain as a capitalist nation is next to impossible.
Britain has for many yczrs had t» import morc than she could cxrort.
This dcecline in cxports plus her loss of overseas investments vhich
- brevicusly wade up for her unfaverable balance of tradc strikcs the
dcath blow to Britiin an an lmpcrialist nation. Don Quixote cycing
E  vwindwills is no 1less ludicrous than a Tory statceman fanning the
dying cmbers of British Imperialism.

-6 | E 18
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" bonds are gilt-cdged and interest will be drawn no

such a eituaticn? dne answer to this questicn is by no means given by
the activitics of the British Labor gcvernment. Far from carrying
through a scocialist prograa we oan cnly rcfcer tc the statcient cf
Primc kinister Atlce that the Laber government aims at no morc than a
mixed ceccncmy; that is  they intend t2 naticnalize no mcrc than 15-20%
of theo ceencuy. If we study the terms «f the naticnalization program
we scc that it toc is far from being sccialist. 4n fact when the Bank
cf Engzland and the c¢cal mines were naticnalized it had the full
support «f thc Ocnscrvative party, his wajcsty's liyal Tory oppesit-
icn. The naticnalizatirn ¢f the bank tcck the follcwing form; 17,000
stockholdcrs turned in sharcs having a ncminal value ¢f 100 o-unds and
rccecived in recturn g vcernment bsnds maturing in 60 ycars w-rth 400
p-unds. Lord Cate, big shet inBritish financc will remain as cheirman
¢f the ncw B-ard ¢f Governcrs. the j-int st-ck banks which arc m-re
imp-rtent eince they issuc ncw credits t: industrics arc unt-uched by
the netionalizaticn prcgram c¢xcept ins:far as new invest:rs rcquire
grevernnent licenses. The rclaticn cf the jeint stcck banks to the Bank
cf Enzlend remains in the hands of Lcrd Catc.

FOR COAL A tribunal was sct up tc set thc ocmpensati:n for the ccal
mines teking intc acccunt current stcck quctations and value »fcapital
and prcperty. A nine man c¢cal bcard running the mines will manege it
cn 2 straight ccmmercial basis, getting their :wn salarics and wages
fcr zaplcyces. Demands by the rniners organizati-n that they be rep-
resentcd ‘n the bcard have been rejected by the
gocvernument. Ccmpensaticn which will alsg be paid
in gorvernment securities is estimated at frcm 4 to
6 Dbillicns. It 1is n-tewscrthy that government

mattor what the shcwing ¢f the industry. In
effect the British pe-ple will be burdcened with
the task ¢f subsidizing the stcckhelders in the
"expropriated®  Bank of England and in thcocal
mines.

TEERE Io NC dcubt that the prescnt crisis in
the British cccn-my is a pr-duct -f ycars c¢f cap—
italist wmismanagement and cculd nct pessibly be
ccmpletely srlved in a shrrt pericrd by a sccialist &lémw ! AKED)
gcverniicnt.  Even viewing the s~cialistrecinstruc- /Wooﬂ T FoR BB e
ticn  -f Great Britain fr-m a 1.ng range p-int :f $ND1:7”?“ST\P“‘“HP$
view it bec mes cbvious that her dependence .n the \PER LI T ARM
werld market w.ould make iwp-ssible the construct-— T rec pors ¢
icn a s cimlist Brit&iﬁ with ut a s.cialist fzzzgélimfzgfﬁézy
revolutirn in <ther ccuntries, particularly the United Statce. britain
cculd nct cxist f~r any prctraoted pcricd as a sccialist nati-n with-
cut 2 sccialist United otates ¢f Eurcpe and a sccialist Amecrica. The
cemplete degenerati-n ¢f the workers statc in Russia is living prood
~f tonc impcssibility «f "Scecialism in One Gruntry"

¥E DO NCT deducec hrwever fr m this anelysis that to attcryt to
build sccialism in Gresat Britian is n 't presible and will not yicld
fruitful results. Great Britian cruld take great steps forwerd in
industrializatirn and raising the standard -f living ¢f her pecple by
intryducticn of s-cialiged planning thrrughcut the cocn-my; by introd
ucinz vrrkers occntr<l of industry; by withdrawring her trocops from

E19

r



foreign countries and her colonies utilizing these troops to ©ase the

. manpover shortage and using the funds for the upkeep of an army to
‘develop socialist production, ‘ :

t . : ’ '

LET US UTILI"E therecent fuel crisls in Britain as an example of
what we mean, ‘'hen the Labor governrment nationalized the mines it in-
herited a sick industry which had no reserves of coal, Although it
increased production in the mines it suppllied industry only on a day
to day basis, Thus when the weather disrupted the economy the induste
ry had no stocks of cogl to tide 1t over through the emergency. ‘le

‘know that when the Labor govéernment took over the mines there had been

a steady decline in coal production under capltalist management and
althou gh production increased after nationalization it wasn't enough
to meet an emergency of this type. How would we have met this problem?

IN THE PLANNING agencies of the labor government the capitalist rep-
resentatives remaln supreme, These are the same capitalists who mis-
managed British economy for years, A sociallst government would have
replaced capitalist representatives with worlters representatives. The
workers would then have fdt that the mines were really theirs and
would have had an incentive to produce more. These workers represente
atives would have increased the wages of the mlners as they demanded
by utilizing the fabulous sung pald in compensatlion to the mine owners,
1t would have instdlled safety devices In the mines so that a miner
wouldn't feel that he is taking hisg life into his hands every time he
goes down into a mine. Instead'of using anti-capitallist measures to
raise production the British Labor Party used anti-working class
measurés., '‘‘1tness the recent use of government troops in the dockworkers
and trucking strikess These mecsures would have helped ameliorate -
the tendency for miners to try and get out of the occipation which is
hagardous and low paying for the type of work they are doing. A
socialist rFovernment would have withdrawn foreign troops vhich only
serve the purpose of propping up a dying empire and subjupating
foreign peoples., These troops returned home would help solve the
manpower shortage vhich is one of the chlef problems of the British

economy. A socialist government would have closecd luxury hot els

and ended luxury production. A socialist government would have soclial=

"$zed all of industry introducing a general plan throughout industry
‘to coordinate and plan all branches. It would have instituted district

fuel rationing, calling on all workers to set up committecs in every
district of representatlives of workers organizations, It would have
asked all co-ops and houseowives to ensure the carrying out of 1+s

fuel economies. It would call upon the workers to help the government
by introducing workers control of moduction until the state was ready
to take over, and by this mc¢ans prevent the remaining. capitalist
owners from sabotaging socialist planned production, This 1s what the
Bolshiviks did in baclk-ard Russia.in 1917, It would be a hindred times
easier in modern and advanccd Britain of 1947,

THIS IS THE program of the British Trotskylsts, the Revolutionary
Communist Party of Great Britain. The crisis in Great Rritain is not
a product of too much sociallism but of not eneogh, Only socianlist
planning and socialist dircction will prevent Great Britain from fall-
ing further into thc backlog of cglitalist decllne,

Gertrude Blackwell

E 20
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HHSAOMER HATZAR HT THE CROSSROADS

THE 4EABERSHIP OF Hashomcr Hatzair must faoe reality. In the
next few monthas, -Kihbutz Artzl plans to establish 1tself _ase ian
© %agult Zionist-wocinlist Falty- in .the United otates® (Ycuth and
- Naticd, fFebruary 1947). This ie anr action which will huve severs

effects uvun the amciican nashomer BHatzair,

iy Tha radT, bt has becen acle to pass for an indevend:nt youth

orgeznization which generally suowuorte the nvlicies uf the aibbutz
Artzi -ithcut being toc restrieted by tne"line' sct duwn oy that
“wrpanization. nowever, with the forwmation of an as & nouliticzl
party in the united otates (iflerect Hasnomer matzair), the oonceo-
5 ‘ tlon ¢f hHH4 26 an indcvencent zicnist youth orgenization »ill change.
£ ) . - Hashomer -Hatzair will ~unquestionahly Fe
- N ' ocome an appendage of thia propoeed Pcl-~
itical maohine. : : o . o

G VITERE P : o :
-2 ST S .
e f?ﬁf~%;f“‘~éhi ) THE YOUTH OnGANIZATiON will no doubt
£ . A _fight for ite -organizeyional independence
5 VSN SN f% , t will seeck to set wup.organizational bar-
, : ’Akﬂ*P

T “WV(§?F“ _riers retwern the party and the youth, 4n
f‘/Q\Wj\xﬁ"¥,,a_opoosition to the formaticn of a party may,
=< . even arrise in the next few monthe., But
ii\ __opoositions and organizaticnal barriers will
,) ’?; /}fﬁ¢“4' not prevent what ig nececsary, and thus in-
BRIV ¢J‘) ~€vitable frem occuring. ‘Political neces.-
> Syl sity Aemands that KA form a political party
LT 3 ‘:.Qh‘ to represent its point cf view on the imp--
y»ﬁf’“f B ortant Amsrican Zionist .scens: ‘suoh & party
' will be estahliched despite any opposition
that may arise from~ the youth . of HH., Hachomer Hatzair ‘is closely
.attatghed to the KA +through - a few Palestinian delegates that are
maintained in the United States for :that purposs.. Will organizat~
lonal barriers prevent the domination ¢f HH by the party repreBent-
~ing KA in ‘the United States. <“rom an 4rganization presumably built
from . the "bottom up", HH will eventually he transformed into an
organizatlon whose polltlcal and cduoational line is detérmined at
vthe top in oo~ord1na+1&n with the needs: of the party. :

Fgod THIS IN“VIT&BL oraanizatlonal development will flow im-
port nt volitinal consequences;scme will ocnoern only membere of HH
_and others will provs of 1ntorest st _to all’ rddlcal_youth. - e

L HIEVES CoRRES 5 PONPENCE

f'beb you to accept ﬂy sin- ~ . Minister.of Foreign Affrairs of7
cerest ceongratulations on your Germany, .kr. Joachim von Riboenx .
sixtieth Dbirthday. I enclose trop.
with them my best wishes for . I thank your, ir. Minlsuer, foz
your personal vwelfare as for a your congratulatlons.The friend-
happy future. for the peoples ship of +the peo;les of Germany
of the Triendly Soviet Union. ' and the 5oviet Union, cemented

Adolf hitler ' by bload, hag every reason to be
Berlln Leoeﬂbbr 81, 1939 las tlng and firm,
Joseph stalin
lkoscow, December g4, 1939

e e e s e e 8~ 4+ st s b ot sttt o . ey e —~—
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A FOR FanlPLE IT might developr that joining the party of Ka will
proye 1o be an alternative to geoing to Pales*ine for the members of
HH.; This would change the entire political direotion of HH. Bat
this is a2 matter for conjecture and €@oed not ocncern ue herse., On
the’; other hsnd, there exists in the american HH a strong anti-
Stalilnist tendenoy _in-: Pppositicn to the vpre-fussisn line of the KA
The t future d°Ve10nncnt nf thin tendenocy 18 of great interest and
iwphmtanoe tc radical. ynuth.,~f

‘ IN THE PABT, there hag becn very little "ideclngloal pressure"
-upen  the ent1~ Stalinists by the prh—otalinista within the Hashcmer
Hewever, as pelitioal ocntao+ ~develsps between the party of Ka in
hmerica and the HH there’. will necpssarlly be a gharp clash <n the
nature ¢f the’ nussian aysteu butwesn.the party, whioh will und cuh t-
.cdly hc pr-—fussian, and thg anti-Staliniat tendency in HH. FcT the
first time. nrli+ical* questisng will attain .rval megning for HH.
This ¢lagh will "be cof Jintereot tc.every radical’ ycung perasn for
“any intercsting printswill develr p in thé discucesicn cf the Kuse-
ian %t?tc.r :am~ng ~ther * things 4the apti-Stalinististendency will see
that - K& cannrd | bel'refrrmed"  sn this-questi n. The anti-Stalinist
tendenoy will.. 1eqra that suri usg anti*Stalinism, baged uprn a ohay-
‘dgterizatirninf namais ‘23 A.. non-6-0ialist state, is inccmpatible
='w1th the Zi-ntsw cf: Ka. Kibbutz nItZi itself, being a serirus prl-
: itigalx\rrpqnizatiﬁn ‘will be gure- “to impreegs these faots uprn the
'fofnsoifusnese ‘af the Amerioan Hagh~mer Hatzalr as s--n ag it has
zeatablishqd Afdelf am. 9 prlitloal fcrce up' n the ameriean Zirnists
'.Scene. .

THE PrOOF THAT prcgresSiVeiénti—stalinism is fundamentally in-
pcmpatlblé with the Zi-niem cf -Ks is simole, The fundamental inter-
egts: :ff  Zirniem and iwoerialism are irrecrnoilable. This ig rur
cnly, préemisze and sh-uld bhe fairly r~bvi-ug t- any vereccn frem Hagh
¢ cmer ~Hatzair.,. On the-rne hand, Zirnism necds unrestricted immigra-
tirn. . and %the devel-oment -cf Palcetine as an efficient eccn-mic
..unit., “On the ‘cther hand, an imperialist pcwer secking tc explrit
" the Mid~le East (and by "Imperialist prwer" we mean here any state

that findes 1t an-eccn'mie and military necescity ¢ expl-it the
‘regnurces, warkets, and. strategic preiti-ns ¢f an arcea) cennct
trlerate the develcprent of Palestine as  a strrng c¢crnomio unit
"because that w-uld 1) vpree a cempetitcr for the markets and
res urces ~f the 4iddle £apt and 3) prse a Yhread t: the utilizasi-n
rf the area ag A nilitary bage. and t7¢ay, when the great naticns
¢f the wrrld are jrokying focr stirategleo pieitiine in preparati~ns
fcr third world. war, thig fundamcntal antag niem of intcrests
. betwecn Zi‘nism and  imperialism will baorme ever sharper and .man
ifest 4tsclf. in further rbrtrictlvg MenaBures 2gainst Zi-niem gndthe
ﬁeVelvabnt ~f Palbctlno.

" NO IF KIBBUTZ »nTZI  aw  that Zi-nism 1s faced with a whelly
impg inlist w-'rld, c¢ach nati'n «f which w uld be rperating in an im-
verialigt monner, (and X4 precunably c-uld’sce this since it is =n
"Markiagtt 'rganiaatl n ), Kibbutz artzi w uld have tc admit that a
full g luti’n rf the Yewish prrolem through territ-rial concentratiecn
can ¢ rnly be achiéved aftcr imperialism 1s no 1 nger c¢ffective as
) i?ntcr in the 41d0le Paet; farthermore, that Zi-niem is net valid
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historically as & Bolution for the Jewish problem under conditlona
of decaying: imperialiet capitalism; and that consequently a new,’
non-2ionist program for the Jewish pecple, basing itself upon anti-
imperialist,revbluticnary sociglist perpectives, would be necsssarye.

However,’ Kihbutz Artzl "does not undertake this vasio revision

of Zioniem. Why? Kibtbutz Artzi dées not even approcach the ooncep+
tions cutlined abcve 'beoause Kibbutz Artzi obviously dcesn't believe
that the world is wholly imperialist, Kibbutz Artzi believes that
Ruesia is a Socilalist pregrecsive state that will intervene for the

Jewish pecple at the arpropriate moment.Kibbutz Artzil on this basis,

anG ~nly on this basis, vraiues the ory: "Let the UNO take -care of the
Palestinian mardate.? . KA certainly dces nnt have any bourgecis 111~
usirns about the UN) as have the rest of the Zionist organizaticns.X
A certainly knewe that the UNC Lo functicning as en internaticnal redb
ber -ornferencs. But KA knows that fucsia will be invelved if the Pal
estinian mandate prcblem reaches the Security Council, 4n the pcsi-
tirn nf Kibbutz aArtzi cn russia lies the basis fﬁr the pclitice and
program cf Klobutz Art21. iy

H

THUS WE GAN ‘gee " the situaticn is as we een-
tended orlginally. Prc—-Staliniem enables Kib-
butz Artzi ‘be oonsistent in ite Zi-cnism
and we have glcﬁ geen that auti--Staliniem ia o
inccmpatible - with the Zicnist perspectives of.- o
Kibbubz srtzi.  What will tho anti-Stalinisty —\N

tendency do when it is "taught" by the Migln— N ST
geth-Hechemer Hatzailr that anti-Staliniem ies .'rftz“fpsﬂﬁf'
nct compatitle with the Zicnist part cf "§n i?;\_ ﬁﬁ“ ‘Wf{%vpil
cialist~ ernlsm“? ‘ ‘ : NS kngg‘\
. R ‘,’\\ v. \ ’/ ";.3_&.."\ \
THLRE.MAY BE attempts c¢n the part of the %/:,fT (3ﬂhﬁﬁﬁu\\
anti-~Stalinist tendency in HH +tc¢ reerlve thsN§§ ?/<L;£l;ﬁﬁnjj?

difficultics ~»f their prsitirn by claiming that ‘ .. ‘\v
the slogan for a UNO wmandate is nct bas1oa11y I

designed. tr~ give Russia an cpprrtunity t~ in-

terfere in the Palestinian Qqueetirn but it i@ -

cnly meant %t~ "etall fer time" while izmigra-—- .

tirn builds up the Yewish prpulati-n in Palesw ' '

tine,. Such arguments 'merely evade the questi~-n, Do these "Srcial-
ist" really believe that . any imperialism will find i% advantage-us,
and allow. Jewish immigraticn . int- Pales tine 2n a scale large en-ugh

te srlve the'J=wi°h pranem: This is the crux vf the preblem,

WE. DO NOT deny that rerlutl nary prcssure by the Jewish magsead
within and ~utside «f " Palestine may result in encugh immigratiin to
relieve éome ~f the hardships of the displaced Jews of furcpe, What
we dcdeny, h-wever, is that the Zi~nists will be able tc¢ achieve
the unrestricted immigratirn necessary for the fulfillment c¢f the
aims of Zi~niem wunder . any imperialist set—up., 48 for illegal im-
migrati-n it ~bvicusly cannct substitute frr unrcetricted immigra-
ticn in an adequate manner. Illegal immigrati-n eannct bring suffi-
clent numbers - f Jewe intr Palestine t¢ change the situaticn therein
faver of Zi-nism, iec, cbtain A8 Jchsh magfrlty.
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THErE WILL BE a muoh mcre sericus oriticism of ~ur prsitirn as
Presented abrve, arising frem memberg of HH whe will claim that
therc are intermediato"grey'pcsitirne lying between the attributed
“"pure blacks and whites" c¢f cur analysis. These perple will say:

. "¥There are addmitedly many flaweg in the rnusesian system t-day,but

- these flaws are caused by the isclati-n cf the Srviet Unicn,the ne-—
- -Qe8eity ~f arming frr war, ete. QRussia, hewever, still maintains a

-nati-nalized prrperty ferm and this is the crucial print.Zicn-
oiem  can still rely cn Russia because it still is socialism desoite
oald bureaucratio deformaticna"®  This may well be tlic majoer argument

«. pregented by the anti-Stalinists within HH in c¢rder te resclve the

ecntadicticon between their oesiticn and prlitical affiliatirn with

KA. Imnlicit ia this prsiti-n are many ¢ ntradicticns and unpr-ven
anesunpti-ng, waioh the perple whe hrld this prsiticn will have t¢
re8clve and prove. Lot us atiempt tc p-int cut scme cf the fallsoc..
liesg in this arguzent alth-ugh rbvirusly it wruld be impcssible toge

inte a full discussicn cf the aussian questi n here.

TEESEZ PROPLE WILL recrgnize cn the basis cf their pceiticn that
Russia hasg been frrced tc take ncn-Sccialist steps inside and ~ut-—
glde cf russian brundries because c¢f the pressure ¢f werld imperi—
allism, Coertainly, the acts ~f nussia in Prland ‘and other countries

under her deminati‘n cannct be ¢4lled scceialist acticns. Ner.- cean
- the prlicies ¢f the Communist Parties in Italy,France, etc.,ts ocon-
g~nant with the s~Cialist end. dven if ~ne assumes that fussia ia
& "degenerated scc¢ialism"it is' cbvicus that there is a ccntradictirn
betwe. n the "srclaliem" ~f “yssia and the nrn-<srcialist acts cf ag-
gressirn it is frrced to practice in ~rder tc survive. Given such
a ccntradicticrn, héw can ~ne state that Aussia will necessarily aid
Zirnism? Isen't drscow 38 murh intercsted in arabian ~il as Lendon?
Isn't Hdososw g6 much intercsted in the stratégic lncatirn cf the
MidAle EKast as Washington?

THE INFOR«aTION WHICH has ¢ome t~ this cruntry frcm Palesiine
indicates that Russia is mrre interested in Jdealing with the Arab
Btates than with the Jewisgh vecvle. The Palestinian Communist Party
came ~ut against Zi nism in the thirties,ant tcday an all Arab sec—
ticn ~f the Palestinian Stalinist mrvement is lined up with the re-—
aotirnary "arab Nati-nal ¥ront? againet Zi nism. It weuld -seen
. there is a g2p betwe n russian "degencrated sccialism™ and "Zirnism
¢an .8till xrely rn Russia® which is bri¢ged only by the wish-
ful thinking of the supnorters cf this pesiticn,It is this preojeo-
tirn nf a desire,alicnated frem the sccial feorces,intc pclitical re
ality which makes the o~Jitice cf Hashrmer Hatzair so fuzzy; which
trancformg {larxism intc ut-pian sccialism for them, '

THE HOLDARS OF the prsitirn that pussia is"degenerated sccialism"
have many things tco explain. They muet first explain why a naticn-
alized ecrn my oan be equated tc gceialisn - if the working class of
that ecrnmy has n~ prlitical prwer. They must explain why the
Seviet bureaucracy has had te revise the liarxist thecries, They
must exvlain why the Stalinist turcaucracy restrred inheritance and
reintrrduoccd many of the reactirnary *sccial instituticsnd and habite
cf pre-1917 mussia. These includc cstablishment ~f tuiticn fecs for
gecondary cducaticn, restrictitn -® diverce,rcvival cf the military
reeets sy shor, gta,They must explain the ~r wing diff:rentials in pay.
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betwe.n wrrker an® bureaucrat, the low stanfard cf living of the

Russian perple, the extcnsive use cf slave-labcr and the ocmplete
l1ack cf intellectual and p-litical freed-m. The 1list of -evidence

againest the therry that nusslia has anything in cecmmrn with scoialism
ie interminable, H~w Cegenrate must this vagt. Russian tctalitarian
pris~n becrme Dbefrre these perple l-se. thelr illusirn abﬁut the
"gccialist! character of sussla, ) R

THE ANTI- bTALINIbT tendency within HH must crme eut with a ¢lear
gtatement rf their p-siti~n ~n kussia, Only then will it be possible
for this .tendenoy t@ sericusly ocnsider the future ¢f Zirniem and
the future cf Kibbutz #rtzl, Fcr Hash-mer Hatzair and Kibbutz artzi
Zirnism stands cr falls cn a characterizati~n cf the SLV1et Unl‘n.v

. WOULD THE ACCFPTANCE cf cur perspective that Zirnlsm is unmt—
tainable while wcrld capitaliem exists me@an that there cculd cnly be
preed an assimilati~nist perspective? It wag Troteky whe pointed
rut in his article "Thermider and Anti-Semitism® that, "the very
same methrdg of sclving the Jewish questicn which 'under decayin
eavitalism will have g ‘utcpian  and reactirnary character(Zicniem
will, unfer the regime ~f a sccialist federaticn: take rn real and
salutary meaning. "This pesitirn Aces nct imply assimilaticn for the
Jewlsh pervle, We dc nct believe thnt mass aesimilaticn ie histor-
iually peossible for the Jewish percple under ornditirns of declining
imperialism, This vrsiti~n means alignment cf the Jawish pecple, in-
gide and rutside of Palestine, with the revcluti'nary ecoialiet
mOVement behind an anti- imperlaliet banner.

_ SPAGE LIMITATIONS PREVENT elaboratlcn cf this pfint but articles
cn this questirn have been printed and are avallable in the November
1946 issue cf the New Internatlrnal, mrnthly thecrctloal maga21ne of
the Wrrkers Party.

WITH THE IuP ZNDING f(rmatikn cf the niglegeth ‘Hash-mer Hatzair,
all members cf Hashrrer Hatzalr whr disagree entirely cr partially
with Xibbutz Artzi cn the Ruseian questicn and these who have not
sericusly ccnsicdered the questirn must - think absut the fussian
prcblem carefully. They must then determine whether their pcesiticn
cn this paramcunt prcblcm ‘is ccnsistent with membership in the new
crganizatisne ‘ U

WE BFLIEVE TBaT cur pceiticn on the Jewish questicn is the c¢nr
rect ~ne. We ask that the membership cf Hashrmer Hatzair re-eval-
- uate their prsitirn in the light ¢f p~litical reality. We belileve
that this 1re-evaluati-n 03n ~nly have rne result. "With the pre-
gressive elements ¢f the Yewish pe-ple rests the cbligaticn tr crme
~ tc the helo of the revklutlfnqrj vanguarde !

Arthur Conkin



HISTORY AND LESSONS OF THE
TRST LUORKERS STRTETH PARSCOTHT

Each year in the month of March we celebrate the anniversary of the
Parls Commune, -"“We commemorate the establishment of the first worksrs
- state In history,-and pay tribute to the herolsm of its particlpants,.
By studying the Paris Commune, objectively evaluating 1t and learning
1ts lessons, we ourselves contribute to its historical value, Through
our- actions, conditioned as they are by these lessons,; the Paris Com-
mune lives on, .

3 : e
By 1871, -almost,é century after the Great Revolution, the relat-
lonship of forces in France was such that no revolution could break
N out without assuming a proletarian character,

/. v ,
A7 Ir{ 1789 the propertyless masses were not an indus~

ptrial proletariat, in the Marxisn sense of the word
but "handicraftsmén and employees of small manufact-
V~/." uring "enterprises whose suffering was increased bty
\ '~ the "destruction of the.guilds, Even at that time
however, they sought amelioration of their strife in
the destructlon of all class differences---not . the
privileges of the arlstocracy alone, They were not
SN (P constrained by the conservatism that comes with own=-
- {/} ing property and supported the most extreme left wing
\’ ~ in the camp of the petty-bourgeoisie. It was thls
_ _s group which led them 1in the first.Commune, that of
e 1791-93, which Kropotkin called '"so@l of the

: : 5 French Revolution", But thelr attempt at that time
to give the—§bgan "Libery; Equality and Fraternity" meaning other
thar © implied to it by the bourgeoisie was bound to end in fallure,
Cepltalism in France was young; the productive forces were at a low
stage of development and their own formlessness as a class in trans~
ition from hondicraftsmen to wage workers precluded thelr developing
and consumating an independent program, |,

As the decades passed the rapid development of the productive
forces converted ever larger numbers of the masses into proletariang.
But as the masses became proletarians so were they impoverished, and

there was an extensive agltation for a s-iukion of thelr desparate
~pPlight, It was ‘uring this period that the 1deas of the Utoplan Soc=-
iallsts, Proudhon, St, Simon, and Fourler flourished, One might say,
that the French proletariat was experimenting during these years,
gradually becoming more conscicus of its needs as a class and trying
to find a program to satisfy those needa. They utilized every strug -
gle in the camp of the ruling classes to put forward their own dem-
~ands, In the revolutions of 1830 and 1848 they rose in Paris in an
attempt to realize them, By 1848 1t became clear that the workers
would advance thelr banner two steps forward for every one taken by
the bourgeoisie, ‘ E 26
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- For them 1t was only an armistice during which

-~ ker conquerors that they only occupied a smallcorng

When the Franco-Prussian War was declared in 1870, Harx and T%ngels
supported Prussia, as a victory of this state would bring unity and
nationhood to Germany, This was a prerequisite to the unhindered
class struggle against the German bourgeoisie. They withdraw theinr
support, bowever, when Bismarck turned what was a war of defense against
the expansion of Louls Bonaparte, ruler of France under the Second
Empire, into a war of aggression on his own part, '

When the armles of Louls Bonaparte at Sedan, in Northeast France,
headed by the emperor himself, surrendered to the German troops a rev-
olution broke out in Paris (September 4, 1970) which declared the emp~
ire dead and proclaimed a republic, But Parls was still besieged by
the enemy and the armies of thc emperor were elther surrounded or al.-
ready captured, In order to defend the city the peoples of Paris ag-
reed to set up a government of National Defensse composed of the Paris
deputles to the former legislative bodies, Engels, a quelified stud-
ent of military science, offered a plan of defense to this government,

It was the Parlsian working class, organized in the Natlional Guard
which played the most heroic role in the defense of Parls, They armed .
themselves despite the efforts of the French bourgeolsie to prevent it 7
They even ralsed money by subscription in order to purchase cannon,

Throughout the siege of Paris the bourgeoisie
gave evidence of thelr fear of the armed workers T/
end thelr anxliety for obtalning.peace in order to [ —
deal with the working class. The bourgeols generals?
deliberately sent the National Guerd to be slaugh-]| )
tered in hopeless offensives against the fortified| _
positions of the Prussians, Finally, the French /¢ l
government negotiated an armistice with Bismargk-~
in order to elect a National Assembly to speak ﬁsﬂé}

A

the royrescntatives of the French peoples on ter S
of peace, L

a

peace could be negotiated, The armed National G ﬁégl\:\\
of Paris inspired such fear in the ranks of the Jvn- >

P

But the Parisian workers maintained thelr nfz .

(2l

cf Parls, and thot only for a few dnys. It was,
Fngels saild, that the "maintained their encirclemg
Gays, were themselves encircled by the armed w?rk(rk
= )
In the election that followed, the Fréﬁbh~p§as_gt§;\w~§ébvbv§r-
whelmingly for the reactionaries who were ple gedijq;gn\:b.ediate
peace, They were tired of the war ond wanted peﬁﬁé"“ét/ﬁny\cost so
that thelr sons c¢o°1ld return by spring to work in the fields.\ As a
resalt, the National Assembly was overwhelmingly reactionary and mon-
trehist--just the kind of body needed by Thiers, the head of thec gov~

. ¢rnment, to strangle the working class,

Frolctarian Farls had good reason to be suspicious of the Assembly
#itting at Versallle where 1its own delegates were howled down by the
rronarchists and bourgeols rcactionaries, The Natlonal Guard was notb
demobilized but remaincd alert. The Trussians refused to leave France
until the indemnity pnyments began and the bonkers refused to lend the
meney to Thiers until "order was restored in Parls, E
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During the war the workers of Paris hnd confined themsclves to de-
moending the vigorous prosccutlion of the fight, Now thot the wrr was
over Thiers rerlized thot the properticed intecrestes vere endengered nsg
long ns the workers kept their ~rms. So he attempted to disarm them,
He mobilized 15,000 troops of the rcgular army ~nd 3,000 police, on
the night of inrch 17, 1871 to seizc the connon of the Nationrl Gunard
in the enrly hours of the following morning, The attempt failed; the
workers of the Hontmnrte district, where the arms wore kept, frater-
nlzed with the troops.  The orders of the officers to fire on the
peoplc were disobeyed and the officers werc arrcsted, '

- Upon hecring the rcport of the mutiny at Montmarte, the ministry
of Thiers and the larger part of the bourgeoisice fled to Poris. “ith
the government gone, the city was in control of the Central Committce
of the National Guard, The Farls workingclass responded to thc sit-
uation, but thelr Immnturity kept them from realizing whot was happen-
ing. Not having =~ perspective of its own, it ndopted the solution of
the petty-bourgecolsic nnd attempted to reconstruct the Commune of 1791.

] The Communc of 1791 was, lcgally, nothing more than the MMuniciral
Qouncil of Paris, It was clected by mectings of the citizens in each
gechion and wos thercfore . the governmental organ most responsive to

“ the pressurc of the masses. Thus utilized, it was n wenpon agalnst

the Natlonal Asscmbly ~nd its municipnl charceter remnined only o fic-
tion, The cxeccution of its lcaders marked the beginning of the decline
of the revolution, I :

Although the Comwunc of 1871 w's theoretlicnrlly like its predcces=-
sor, 1t wns forced by the stern realities of the struggle to spenk on
all thc cconomic ~nd politicnl problems confronting the iation at th-t
time, It soon began to regnrd itsclf ns the spokesman of the whole
nation, Bven though it never defined 1ts nims systematically, we con
say thrt desplte nll its confusi:n the Commmune desired the abolition
of wnge slavery, Exactly how this wos to be nccomplished 1t did not
know, ' : _ _ :

The Pnrisinn workingelnrss h~d, traditionnlly, many Jocobin illus-
ions, Inste~d of looking forward to the socinlist revolution, they
fought thoir battles with their eves turned backward to the revolution
of 1789~93, Trying to rcconstruct th't revolution could always only
end in foilurc, in spite of the hcroism displaysd by the workingclass
and its lenders., The agltetion of the Utopinn socinlists, beginning
with Babeuf, rnnd thc cxpericnces of 1830 ~nd 1848 helped shed mnny of
these illusions. Latcr, the work of the First Internntional in org-
anizing the workcrs into trade wunions gove mony of them an undor-
standing of the role which they could play in futurc struggles.

But even while the workers in the tra-e unions followed the Inter
national the great mass of the Communc still followed the leadership
of those who hnd distinguished theasclves in past revolutions by her-
olsm if not by program, i'ost of these lenders were followers of
Blanqul, a mrn who belicved thot the revolution would be brought nbout
by 2 small number of well orgnonized, resolutc men who would sclze
power and hold it until it wns possible to draw the mnasscs into sup-
port of thesc lenders,
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. The Commune became on arena of conflict between thesc two tend-
. encles, the sociallst and the Jacobin, Unfortunately most of the soc-
Lalists followed the thcories of Proudhon, f-~ther of French anarchism
and a utopian, Thls confllct presents a key to understanding the st-
rength and the weckness of the Commune md its traglec end. The wénk-
ness lay in the lendership who represonted the petty-bourgecols past of
the workingclass; the strength of the Commune was cmbodbed in  the
small minority who werc beginning to understond the soclalist future
which the workingclass had in its power to mold,

A Most of the activlitles of the Paris Commune during thé 72 days of
' -dxistence were concerned, of necessity, with the wor against the reac-
“tlonary armies of the Versaille government, Nevartheless, when we
examine 1lts leglslation we can sce its general trend. The Commune
fulfilled many of the uncomplected tasks of the bourgecols revolution,

It scparcted the church from the statc and declared church property
state property. It prohlbited the church from interfering in cduca-
tion ond deoclared that 2 free education was the right of everyonc.

- Besides  these, the Commune carried out certain revolutionary poli-
tlcal measures which were incompatible with the continued rulc of the
bouegeolsic, It did away with the bourgceols parlisment~ry system and
6stablished the most democratic system of government ever known before.
Yke Communc was both o leglslative and exccutive organ, thus doing

awvay with the state burcaucracy, Thc¢ sections of Taris clccted thelr
dclegates to the Communc for short tcrms subject to recall at” any
time. In this way they were 1in dircct control of the government,
The standing army was abolished and the Nationnal Guard into which
Wwerc cnrolled nll citlzens capablc of bearing arms wns cstablished as
the only armed force, This did away with any speccial armed force
Wwhich could be uscd as the instrument of o ruling clnss to opprcss the
ruled, Mngistrntes and justices lnstcad of being appointed were to be
clected and wer: also aubject to rccall, The Communc destroycd the
myth of the "nation" mnd in n truly internationnlist spirit gave all
foreigners the right to vote and hold office., To further prevent the
rise of any gov rnmcnt burocracy it wos decided that the moximum sal-
ary of any functionary, whether clected or appointed, could be no
higher than that of 2 skilled workingman,

The Communc alsocarried out mecasurcs which were specifically pro-
letarian in nature, Mercontile and industrial estnblishments which
werc closcd by their proprictors were opencd and opcerated by co-oper-
ative associaftions of 2all the employces. A1l articles which belonged
to needy persons wcere rcturncd frec from the prwnshops; the prwnshops
were forbldden to take the workers! tools as sccurity. All rents for
the period of October 1870 to April 1871, the period of the war, wero
declared remittcd. Any payment which had already becen made woas app-
liecd to future payment, Employcrs werce forbidden to fine thelr em-
ployees. As if this werce not enough the workcrs of Paris designated
the Red Flng ns the officicl cmblem of the Commune, giving to the crm-
les of Versnille all rights to the usc of the tri-color, the traditi-
onal floag of bourgecols France, :lost of the bourgeols democratic and
revolutlonary political mensurcs were rc-cnoctments of the decrces
pnsscd by the Communc of 1791-93. The workingel ass mcasurcs were pro-
posed by thc Intcrnationalists, particularly by Prannkel and Vaillant,
the members of the Communce most ncquainted with scientific soclaliem,
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. Tho lack of o clcar politleal gonl gpelled disnster for tho Com-
mune military operations, =~ All polltical tendoncles in the Communo
were responsible, ‘cach In lts own wey, for the lack of centrallizatlon
gnd organization necccssary for the prosecutlion of the war, The Jocob=
ins, rcvealing their falth in thc spontancity of the mnsses proposed

-}t as a substitutc for centrel ruthorigy, The Proudhonists were for

de-centralization on principle, ~nd the Marxists feared that centrale-
fzation under the commune would mcan the dictatorship 6of the Blaag-~
wists, that is of thosc who did not understnnd the sociallist tark of
the proletariat, :

3 The National Guard was elccted on a democrat ic basis, The ranks
elected theilr battallon commanders and their delegntes to the Centrnl
Committce of the Nationsl Guard, This system although commendable
proved impractical for the Llargc scale, planncd milltary opcrations

necessary to defcnd Parls, The disciplinec of t hc ranks was based only
upon the moral suthority of the commonder, "The dlscipline of the bat-

‘talion to the Commissioner for War was based on‘cven less sincc there

wns a continual conflict as to whether the Commune or the Central Come~
mittece of the Guard was the hlgher authority on milltary mnttcrs.

Thc failurc of the Communc to take the offensive ngainst the Ver-

"sollle nrmics proved a dlsaster. The National Guard outnumbered the

troops of Thiers by about 7 to 1. on top of whié¢h the Versaille
troops were demorallzed and w~nted to go home, But the morale of the
National Guard was hlghs Bngaged iIn o revolutlonary struggle, the
troops of the Communc werc ready to fight for thelr causc with ardor
Delay could not possibly have gained anything, yet due to thelr narrow
legelism, the Communc could not conccive of the government of Parls

" golng boyord the city -limits to lauch an attack upon the Nationnl fhss~

embly of France,

For thec gamo reason the Communc rcfuscd to tnke over the Bank of
Fropcc, whoge holdings would have been a valuable hostcoge. They arg-
ued that the Bank belonged to the whole of France and not to Tarls
alone, ' -

The narrow vision of thc lecaders of the Commune nlso led to 1ts
$solntion, <Yhey mnde no nttcmpt .to rally the workers and pecsants In
the rest of France behind them. Hod they mnde contret with the prov-
tnces nnd armed those willing to gupport them, the uprisings which
took plocc in the cltles like lMarscille and Lyons might not hrve bcen
supprcasscs so sasily at the very lcast. They should have made some
attempt ot winning over the adicalized workmen who composcd part of
the Frussion army; instend they spent thelr time trving to rcfute the
lies of the Versallle press.

The Communc further weakencd itsclf by its treotment of in*crnal
enemics, Its members did not want to suppress within Taris, those
rights for which it was flghting the Notional Assembly, FAs the slt=
uation grew worse they werc forced to adopt morc stringent measures.
But they werc not enough. - Although they suppressed about 40 papers
which were hostlle to the Communc and two pro=Commune papers charged
with irresponsible actlon, they d1d not secc the nced for arresting all
open ecncmies of the Communc, They falled to prevent poss~ge of per-
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-.8ons botween Tarls and Marscllle until the last fov weoks. Most

~ lmportant of all, they did not disarm the battalions of the National
Guord from the bourgeols districts. These bnattnlions later joined the
Versallle troops when they centered the city, Beeouse of mistokes sueh

08 thesce the fall of the Communc was brought about ot thc hands of
Thiers,

f{@i‘g";ﬁ}fS.M o

Gceing no other way out, Thicrs went to Bismarck begfing for the
return of all French prlsoncrs of war from Germany so th~t they eould
be used against the Communards, ‘In this way he was ablc to get to-
gether an napmy at lenst as large o8 that of the Tarisians., He put at
thelr head o vangucrd of the old labor=hating policemen »f Tarls,

The Communards had beon ncgligent In gorrisoning the strong ring
of forts around the city. Whono the attack of the Versallle troops
oame most of thesc forts wer  clther destroyed by bombardment or caph
tured, Advaneing to the walls of Taris, the Versallles prepared to
bre:k through, However, the carclessness of the defenders of the
Porte de St, Cloud scdor pernittecd an agent of the Versallles to open
8 gate and signal them to cnter. The mnsses were arruscd to a pitch 5f
determination ond centhusiansm for battle not before oxpericnced when it

was lcarncd thet the Versailles troops had cntered the city. But what

i1ttle central organization previously had existed now fell apart when
Delccluzc the commissioner of lar, called upon the peoplc of I'aris tojk
get aslde militorism and prepare to barricade thelr §°OY~(2F

~

streets .'xndr defend their dlstricts, A S N
It took some ten days for the Versaille troop%{’ PN \
s

to capturc Iaris. Tvery strect and housc wns stup}”“’
bornly dcfended, But whilec the Parisians ecxhibitcd '
their herolsm, the Vcersailles showed only the barb-
arlsm whizch the ruling class cmploys in suppressing
its recvolting slaves, Some 30,000 workcrs perished
in the week of bloodshed thot followed, The newly
invented machine gun replaced for cfficicncy the
traditionnl volley of the firing sqund, Jorkers
were gshot for the crime----of belng workers; a cal=
lousid hand was the ace =f spoades in post-Comrune
Tarls, It hns been sald that the peasants 1living
along the banks of the Seinc on the outskirts of
Parls, crossed themsclves as they watched the river
turn red, The Iinternational solidarity which all ~ A
capltaligsts display when confronted with l-bor in revoltXras symboliz-
cd by Bismnrck when he refuscd to allow the refugeces from Taris to
¢ross the I'russian lines, Th~t somc  got through nt 211 was due to
the action »f individuonl scllicrs in the Trussion army who sympathiz-
ed with the escnping Parisians. rractically none of the lenders of
‘the Communc cscaped, Ifost were killed during the struggle, or shot
in an cttompt to cscope, The rest were tnken nrisoner and held for
the trials thnt followed, thereofter shot by a flring squ-d, & few,
sent to the penal carmp in New Calcdonia, rotted away in *he fever-
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All that remalns of the Idaris Commune are the lessons which we can
draw from it, It 1s these lessons which will make it possible for us
to accomplish in sur own day, what the Communcr<s did not do in
thelrs, 1liare and Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, looked upon the FParis Com=-
mune as n revolutionnry laboratory. They drew from the Commune several
important lessons. <he Communc proved that the state machinery of the
0ld state cannot be taken over and "wielded for their own purposec by
the workingclass." It must be smashed and be replaced by the new state
machinery that will correspond to the aims of the proletariab rule. ‘he
Commune showed that the proletariat hs no use for a parliament-ry re-
public with its division of leabor between those who make laws and those.
who executec them. *he Commune was a working body which both decreed

and administered the laws,

A lesson learred from the Cormune, the truth of which we apprec-
iate so much today, 1s that the workingeclnass 1is helpless and its In-
surrectiﬁn foredoomed if it does not have revdlutionary Marxist ~
party at its head. At cvery ston of the struggle thls was the greatest
need of the Commune,

The Commune was the first revolution in which the middle class wns
faced with the choice bhatween the bourgeolsie 5r the workingclass.
In Paris In 1871, the middlc class was caught between the Commune and
the National Assembly in Versailles,

The conduct of Thiers nnd Bismnrck showed that the bargeoisie
will cease its Iinter~imperieclist struggles and vnite to suppress a
. proletarinn revolution, Class 1s thicker than nation,

Once begun, the insurrectisn must maintain its offensive. 1In
stopping at the gates of Tarls, the Communnards left the rest of France
to the enemy., It gave them time and resources to begin an offenslve
which denlt the Communec its death blow,

The Cormrmunards should have reallzed thot to capture politlcal
rule is not enough; larx said "The politicql rule of the producer
cannot co-cexist with his economic slavery." Once the political power
has been wrested from the bourgeoisie, there can be no hesitation in
Laking economic power from then, The class struggle, particularly in
time of civil war, pernits of no sentlmentality or hesitation, no
magnan!nity towards the class enemny.

These, then, ore the lessons of the Commune, They became the
most powerful wenpons of the proletariat in the Russian Revolution,
The Cormunie itself has become a tradition, Further than that we can

only repeat the words of Karl Marx written upon the fall of the Com~
rune ;

MWiorkingmen's Faris, with its Commune, will be forever celebrated
ag the glorious harbinzger of a new society, Its martyrs are forever
enshrined in the great heart »f the workingclass Its exterminat: vrs.
ﬂt«*nnJ has alread;y nalled to that eternnl pillory from which nll the
prryers of thelr priests will not avall to redeem them,"

Justin Graham
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LOVER OF MANKND Bz

Debs was a railrrad man, bern in a vweather-bearred shack in Terre
Haute,
He was rne cf ten ohilfren,
His father had orme t< amcrica in a sailing ship in '49,
an Alsatian frrm C-lmar; Nct mueh c¢f a mcney-maker, fond cf musio
and reading, , -
he gave his children a chance th finish public schacl and that was
ab~ut all he cculd do,
At fiftcen Gene Debs was already w- rklng as a machinist con the In-
Adianapclis and Terre Haute Railway. :
He wrrked as a lcermrtive fireman,
clerked in a stcre
I jeined the lreal ~f the Bretherherd £ Lcc‘mrtive Firemen, was el;o—
|  ted secretary, travled all cver the cruntry as crvanizer.

7117y, //\Hc, was a tall shamblefcrted man, had a snrt of guety
”Phetfric that set cn fire the rallrnad werkers in their

! R \Kincbr arded hallg S
(; smace them want the N”rlﬁ he wantcd
’ 'Ka wrrle brfthars might cwn

L‘whcre everybrdy xrulﬁ split cvens

v
~

o e 4}

/4 f) "I am nct a laber leafer. I fcn't wéht yeu te frllow
,// me cr gnycne else. If ycu are lrcking frra licrses tc
)

stay right where ycu are., I wruld not lead yecm intc
his premised land if I cculd, because if I could lead

xpu in, srm¢rne else wculd lcaﬂ y u cut

\\“j J///leaﬂ you cut cf the capitalist wilderness you will

@ N That was hrw he talked tc freight handlbrn and ganﬂyma1k~
~-\ers,~tc firemeh an? switchmen and enginecrs, tellineg them 1t wasn't e
- h*ugh tr cregdanize the rallrcacrien, that all wcrkers must be crganized,
I that all wcerkers st be crganized in the werkers ~ccrperative ormmen-
wealth, .

Leermetive fireman on many a lcneg nicht's run,

un“er the smrke A fire burnsd him up, burned in gusty words that
beat in pineb-ar?ed hallc; he wanted his br-thers t~ be free men.

That was what he saw in the crcw® that met hin at the 014 Wells 84,
Deprt when he cume -ut ~f jall after the Pullman striks,

‘thes WLIV the men that chrnlked up nine hundred  thousan® vrtes for
him in nincteen twelve ant scaref the frcckerats an® the tophats an?
dian-nie’ heogtesses at Sarat-eg Springs, Bar Harbecr, Lake Gragva with
the brgey ~f a socialist predicent.

But where wcere Yene ebs! brrthers in nineteen elghtecn when We-diow
Wilsrn ha® him lrcke”® up in atlanta for speakine against war,

where were the big msn £f~ns cf whigkay an® frn’' ~f each cther, gent-
le ramblineg tellere ~f strries cwver barc in small trwns in the iif le-
West,
guiet men whr wante? a hruee vith a p-rch t+ putter ar~und and 2a
fat wife to cok for them, a few “rinks and cipare, a earden tc ~ig i,
crcnies to chew the rae with

A
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4 and wanted te werk for it

i and other tc werk for it

4 where were the lccrm~tive firemen and eneinecrs when they hustled him
Off t¢ Atlanta Penitentiary?

And they brcught him baok te die in Terre Baute

tc sit c¢n his pﬁroh in a rocker with a .cigar in his mcuth,

beside him smerican Beauty rcses hig wife fixed in a brw1°
- and the perple ¢f Terre Haute and the pe-ple in Iniiana and the
perple of the Mid?le West were foend of him and afrai< of him and thrught
of him as an cl4d kin*ly uncle whe lcved them, an’ wanted to be with him
an® tc have him give them candy,

but they were afraid ¢f him as if he had ohvtractex a social Jisease,
Byphilie cr leprcsy ani thiught it was tcc brad,

but cn acccunt ¢f the flag . .

and prosperity

and making the world eafe for demooracy,

they were afraii tc be with him ‘

or tc think much abcut him fer fear thsy might believe him‘

feor he saidy

*While there is a 1cwer claes I am cf 1t While therg is =&
oriminalclass I am cf it, while there is a erul in prlson I am not free.t®

O .

‘OUR TO\/V 0.0.0 O

Wilmington is a small Ohlo toum some G0 mlles from Cincinnati
and 18 miles from Xenia, %With a population of about 5 ,000 it
owes much of its precent size and industry to the bleablngs of
the last war, - - -

o
'

- Off hand, one would say that Wllmlngton, or as it is sonetlmes
called: Clinton Countv, is ¢ farming center, llost of the farmers
here raice hegs and yellow corn for hog fecd. -

However, during the war the Lrmy built an alrfleld Just out-
side of town and private owners built a couple of new industries
in town, Even Henry Ford tried to establish a small concern in
CsCoy but a Iir, Denver (ovmer of the Denver Bank and practically
half of the town s Dbusiness) bought the ground which Henry was
eyeing nnd thue Ford expansion WQS somevhat

stymied,

o Folks in Tilmington are very friendly to-
S>>0y ward one  another, . Everybody minds his
way‘OJn businecs, cticks to his job, and stuys
W/ in hie pluce, Negroes refrain  from going
to the loec=l vvhite restaurants becuuce that
would be ocut of nlace, IMegrocs alvrays sit
on the rifndt hand eide of the theatre,
never in the center, beccuse that's thoir
speck L place. To sit anywhere elce would
unsct the wondcrful pattern vvhich has be-

come a "tradition" in friendly Wilaington,
E 34
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~in~laws, so it is quite clear to cven &

1y and quict it is in */ilmington siies. -

Prices on food znd clothing in Yilminston slores are high,
higher than many vorkers can offord. but voilers «t the Wilning-
ton Casting Co. don't usk for & ruise in pay from the present 70¢
to 90¢ an hour rates. Unthinkcble. Farquehr  Furnace workers
start out at 65¢ an hour, lieat is 66¢, 7/¢ end 80¢ a pound «at
Allier's Food Market, but workers don't demund more vugzes to meet
rising prices. Of course not} To do so would upset the ‘balancey
folks would become excited; blood pressures would go up :nd prof-
its ‘would come dovm, Look at ‘h ot happened at the sugu. Bit Co,
last suwmmer in '46, ‘iorkers on strike up untill late Septewmber
and a college student (Wilmington has o small Liberal arts priv.te
College) on the picket line2

Poor union leadership however pulled the worlers out too soonj
company dismissed some vf the more "rzdical " ones,* The worlkers
soon went back to vork at original wage rates of 65¢ an hour,

One can*t helv but admire how neatly the pattern works out in -
friendly wilmington, The well-to-do foll:s 1ive in the finest
homes, drive the biggest cars, and drecs in the latest (and more
expensive) styles. They also buy the choice cuts (and sometimes
the only cuts) of mcat in the stzlls. They are the folks who ovn
stock in the granaries, laundrics, bzkerics and fuctories in town.

Men and women +who work in the laundries, grenaries, bakeries,
and factories cen't expect to mingle with their betters, Consequ-
ently, these men and women esteblish themsclves in residences
suitaeble to their means, An amiable solution to < simnle problem,
Most of the Megroes restrict themselves (and not without outside
persuasion) to the ghetto of Grunt street. Poor vhites live a
few blocks away cnd in homes sccttered clong the beck roads., In
many instances entire fumilies (grund»ha and grandma too ) live
under the same roof. Fewly weds often arrange to live widh their
' 2 casual observer that
the®e is no housing problem in WilningZton. :

. N ; .1 : )

Felks from:out of totm always remark about hoir-nice and friénd-
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[BEST YEARS OF OUR [LIVES]

Reviewed by JACKIE RuovBBIJ

.

HOLLYYOOD HaS RECEI'TLY created & big splash with the production of
The Best Years of OQur Lives, ' Hailed unanimously by the press, grented
&ll the usual awurds, it supposedly is & fearless end moving exposi-
tion of the problems of the returning GI. The movie follors the lives
of three veterans from the time of their arrival in the U.S. through
the throes of homecoming to final contented readjustment. ~nd it does
show that the process is not at all peachés «nd cream -- thut our soc-
lety does create vproblems for <the veteran, 3Jut beneath +the vence:
that a fewr realistic touches create, what is the real statement of
this movie? : ' i . .

FACH OF THE three returning veterans hzs initizl misgivings and
fears, The mst ovvious problem is that of the sailor, Homer, who hus
had both  hands burned off. " ow will his fanily.und ‘his girl receive
the sight of his metal hooks? The returning bomb:dier comes from un
impoverished background, ies = coda:jerk, hus a certein native intell-
igence, hzs been an officer, and is unwilling to return to ‘an economi-
cally and mentally unrewzrding occupation, He hoves far a good job
and a home, neither o which materializes,

THE. SENGEANT~BaNKER, A1, returns to a ‘luxurious home, an undsrstend
ing wife and daughter, but is worried about his adjustment to them.

_ THESE . EXPERIHNCES sk very.real and most of the tragic huen reac-
‘tidns arc genuine, : . : o : : .

HOMER HAS TO contend vrith a family which cinnot contain 1ts Jity
and embarressment for him, ¢s weéll as with his subjective enxiety
‘which does not allow him to accept the lwe of his fiancee, Yventuully
‘his girls love overcomes his misgivings and they marry, but not till
after a scrioc of harrowving experiences during vhich "they either kept
-staring at the hooks, or kept staring wrey from them." o

.
-

REHABILITATION TROUELES ' o

FlciDy THE BOIBALEDIZR, cones home to find out thet his wife is no
longer living in his father's shenty, but has goiten & job in « night
elub, Not finding her in at oncc, he goes on an «ll night drunk 7ith eh
the sergeant, who hie been Daving some rehabilitetion troublee or his
ovn, Fred was marricd to blonde Tiaric for twenty duys before leaving
f and when he finally .doss Tirnd hery, heé lesrns thet she is wore inter-
= ested in his captoints uniform end s lary  thah in helping him estube

¥ lish himself in civilian lifc., Hc looks diligenily for o« fairly dec-
g €nt job but is forced bick to his nightriare of soda=jerking  for l.ck
E of moncy or osportunity. His vif'e is s shrewish siut  end he findg
f himself f£ulling in love with Al's diughter, sogpy; he is  consvently
F disturbed by drcuns of his tainurctic war expericnces; h: is t'ircd from
t even this detested job for knocking down & customer who «ngers himg
L and  his wife lesves him beeauce he haen't enous;h ioney.  sbout to
leave tovm, to try to me ke a frcsh slort, he discoveres a geng working
n the demolition of nlznes for use in ore~fubric.ted houses «nd begs
£ 2 job with them, :e is then culled to oricr's, wedding where hé ond
t Peggy are reunitea, ¢ - - .
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AL HAS HAD his entire world brondencd by his exneoricnec in the in
fantry, When called back to his b.n: job (with ¢ prouoction atiached
he finds himeelf acting morc in terms of muwwn oxioricrec and lecs
within thec protoccl of bunking procodurc. I gives u destitule vetoe
ran a loan despitc the h ck of colluteral, and is rcpukcd by his sup-
eriors¢iBut at & club dinner he gets drunk enough 50 that he hus the
courage to make « dinner spcech defending his own behuvior in the bunk,

THE FILM'S SOLUTION

THUS THL FILH tekes very rcal and vital issues nd poses their sol-~
ution in this wwnner: If you arc sent out into wur wund get your hands
burned off -~ 1) you will receive a pair of hooks and supcerb truiniug
from the navy in how to manipulate them; 2) you must not be u fool -nd
rebuff your gi#l friend if you huve one, but should reualizec thut you
can ecsily find a woman who will cheerfully accept a . married 1lifce orf
Lt sort; and 2) you will get $200 a month for 1ife from ihe govern—~
ment, : oL :

I YOU WERE born into poveriy and come back from army lifc without
a scat on tk stock exchange waiting for you -- 1) you may get sone
hard knocks in thc bcginning; but 2) you will cooncr or loter find a
steady job "in your class" cven if it is not the most crective one in
the world; 3) banker's daughters arc just like people, cven norc 50,
unt @ pseoty onc is  sure to want to narry you -- junk busincss or no.

.IF YOU VEhI a bankcer originally but have hud your eyes opcned to a
thing or two -~ 1) you will comc buck to & cxtremely comf'ortuble home
and job, and certainly never have to worry ‘ubout muterial concerns; 2}
you may fcel uneasy about some business pructices, but is you have a
fewdextra cocktails & doy you can monege to be happy though bleury-
eyed. o . _ _ R :

IN OTHER VOIDS, the film, rather than dealing wilh the problem ser-
iously, takes up each individual conflict wnd side-trucks it in terms
of wishy washy relationships involving Hollywocdian: goodness und bad
ness. The movie has the conventional happy ending, the audience lewves
satisfied ~~ on whut basis? Because even though Fred'ls wife was
floozy, she 1left him just in time for him to narry sweet Peggy. Be-
cause even though we start out with a. terrifying sense of - isolation
and dispossission of thc viorking class vetcran, just when he's nost
down and out thcre's a derrick waiting for him on which to work,

THE TIHOUSALI'DS OF vetcrans who were scriously "jolted mentally ond
physically during the wer ond cime buok unable to find & Thome or a
good job, arc cxpceted Lo projcet themsclves into the fuiry tule Peso-
lution of +the typiesl (american. Boono City boys. Iiollywood hus done
nothing more thin to cxploit the plot opportunitice offcred by,this
living situation to construct o wiity, humunc but supcrficizal romunce,
Instead of a mcan uncle to provide the conflict, we¢ have the veteran's
problem, Serious social cormentory? Ioe o

- HOW SOLDIZKS THWLK

SIGHIFICALT TOO IS the fact thut in thie film none of the coldicrs
even spetks of the wer in the half-woay anclyticulor wondering fashion
as did the GIs in some wortine movies. whe men oo sinply unquestion-
ing on the subjeet, c¢ven though the picuourc ciltciipts Lo present o por=
trait of their livee in relation to the wur's uftermathw. In onc cig-
nificant scenc in a drug store, o fascist tells the disabled s.ilor
that we fouglit on the vrong side, thot "we should haeve ninded our own
business." The sailor shouts in desperation thot he swr four hundred
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A.YEAR AFTER

Trees in bloom

And flowers glowing
Birds rejoice

Where love keeps growing

Through these days
of fearful watching.

"~ Youthful hopes

Are bright — and touching,

- Nature wears

Green, shining sashes’
Half our world
Lies =~ gray - in ashes.

§1E;\V/!EE\/\/ ‘con t.;.nuéd“

buddies in an hour, was that for

nothing?
THIS IS PHE sum total of the
thought, +the idea which Holly-

" wood permits itself; a question

posed by a fascist and a reply
which, while emotionally under-
standable, is not logically rel-

~ event.

ANL 80 WE see that ewen 4f
Hollywood has here touched on a
Vital social and human problem
and has expgnded a certain amount
of technical skill, its methcd is
6till the same old simple good—
and~bad approach of the cowboy,
gangster ancd love story films.

TS CORNER

THE THCLE TRUTE

T¥e aead do not speak,
They are dust.

The weeping is done,

And the crosses
Stand on parade: :
Bymbols to our pride
And cared for

By a grateful nation.

The dead do not speak.

‘Who say that they do?

Let us laugh at him,
For we Xnow better - .
We who saw them die,
We who buried

And avenged them -

We declare:! A
The dead do not speak.

And if they could speak = ---
What, if they could speak?
Would they be wiser?

Did not so many of us live
And suffer more than they (%)
And longert . = :
And: do we speak?

Or: are we wiser?

The dead do not speak,

T hey are dust.

And we, who know about ther,
Are tired and have lost

The courage

To speak. ;
H"J"So

The complexity of life, the shadings

of actual characters, the recalities of cocial relationghips, the spon

‘taneous and unstercotyred aspects of human wrotion — all of thesethe

pPicture cannot grasp, for as, virsuszlly all of Hollywood's productions
it is not honest or serious in its intentions.

( This review was submitted to Labor Actlion,end printed, by a New
York Socialist Youth League meriber, Jackie Robbins.)
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REPORT FROM THEPARTY ON:
UNITY WITH SWER

IN AFRIL OF 1940 the Trotskyist movement in the United States was
split. The majority group led by comrade J. P. Cannon retained the
name of the Socialist Workers P arty; the minority, 1led by Max Schact-
man took the name, WORKERS PARTY. The split itself was the culmina—
tion of many monthe of factional struggle over the political course
to be followed by the Trotskyist movement in the war. Central to
these issues of dispute was the all important "Russian question'.

IT WILL BE recalled that in April of 1940 all Europe was engaged in
war. Russia had made a pact with Germany in the latter part of Aupust
19039. Beveral days later Germany invaded Poland and met the Russian
armies at a predetermined 1line in that country. Russia alsé invaded
Finland and the Baltic countries. ‘ »

AT THAT TIME the official position of the Trotskyist movement reg
garded Russia as a Workers State. But not simply that. It held that
This Workers State which retained many economic and social characteriss:
tics of the changes brought about by the revolution of 1917(National-
ized property)etc.) was degenerating thanks to the international and
national policies of the Stalin bureaucracy. Stalin had wrested the
power of the Communist Party and the Russian State from its Leninist
leadership and was inflicting vigorous hammer blows at the revolution.
by physically exterminating the Leninist leadership; by destroying the
Connunist Party in hussia and elsewhere; by isolating Russia_ from the
international working class; and by disarming the Russian Revolution
by a systematic destruction of the_institutions of expression and
elimination of workers democracy. lhe Trotskyists characterized Hus-
sianas a degenerated Workers State. It called for a political revolu-
tion to overthrow the regime of Stalin and substitute the Party and
principles of lenin. It held that despite the distortions of the Rev-
olution imposed by the reactionary Stalin it was the duty of all rev-
olutionaries to defend the Soviet Union from imperialist attack. There
were in the Fourth International groups which disputed that Russia was
a Workers State but they constituted a small minority at that.time.

WHEN RUSSIA INVADED Poland and Finland the minority in the Social-
ist Workers Party; condemn=d the invasion es " Stalinist Imperialiem.
As R ussia became integrally involved in the imperialist war the minor—

. ity vigorously owupcsed the old formula of '"Defcnse of the Soviet Union'
The Majority clung to the traditional slogan. Their ory for the def-
ense of the "Wcrkers Fatherland", was ocountered by us with a denuncea-
tion of the war as imperialist on both sides. '

APTER THE FORMATION of the Workers Party the character of t he Rus-
slanState under §Stalin underwent re-cxamination. The concept that
Russia wos a degengrated Workers State, was abandoned by us (but re-
tained by the §7P ). Our new analysis was codified 1in a resolution
which characterifed Russia as a " Bureaucratic Collictivist 3t atel,
which we contendcd was anti-workingclags and countcr—-revolutiondry.
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A3 ThHE SECOND world war was drawing to its close, particularly afie;
the end of the war in Europe, a new mwminority was cry:inlized in the
SW P led by comrades Golman and errow When comrads Cenacn declotel
that the ™Defense of the Soviet Union" (To which he anc the m=jority
of the SWp adhered) .had rcceded into the background,: and shat the maln
task was now the defense,of the European fevclution against Svalinisss
onslaughts, OComrades Goldman and Morrow called for the unification of
the two Trotskylst parties (Workers Party and Socialist Workers Ferty)
_ in the U.S8. They argued -that with the change in ithe world situating,

: and the recession of. the Russian guestion: into a secondary cf pecaive
phase, sufficient areas of political and. programmatic agreemer t exist~
ed between the two parties to make unity 'not only ppssible, but manda-
tory. The Workers Party, immediately supported:the proposition of
.comrades Goldman and Morrow and proposed the openlng of unlty nchola-
tionge . o v e S T R s .

.. THE §&WP, ALTHOUGH -agreeing to hold somw mgetings of the negotiating
committees (to probe the areas. of digagreement ) .did not declare for.
unity and after some months. .unification .negotiations fell through.
~ Oomrade Goldman.ang a.group of ‘his io¢10wers then:denouvnced -the “Sip
- majority for having blocked the unity, and despite many differénces -

which the Goldman mlnorlty had (and stlll has ) with the W.P,, Jome'q

the Workers Party : . , PR S

. IN FEBRUART OF 1947 three months after the Natlonal Gonveht1on of
the S&P had. .catcgorlcally rejected unity and expelled from its party

the outstanding.proponent for unity (Comrade Morrow), a series of swift
- developments occured which . reopened . the question. of unity once mors.
The Workers Party, in response to these developments,:convened a spsc—
a1l meeting of its national committee which went on. record relteratlrg

its former position for unity. . About a week later, the SVP held a

- national commlttee meetlng at which 1t too. toox -a p081t10n for unlfic~

~ation. - - .. - - , . . jutoL Tl oo

: - 8INCE THEN, EACH partf hao elected three representatlves to serve
on. a ~Jjoint negotiating committee. This -committee  has met eeveral
4 times and have come to some . agreements as to .collagboration of -the two
‘parties in several fields of activity where such collaboration point-
- ing toward unity is practicable. For exauple, the two reliefforganiz-
F ations were merged. Local units of each party have been directed tc
f. &lésitjoint local committees to.direct collaboration in the mase org-
anizations, to arrange ‘joint public meetings -where possible. Origir-
‘ally it was expected that our first joint public meeting would be he,a
‘to celebrate May Day, but several weeks ago we were informed by the
&VP that they .are oppdsed to a joint May Day mecting on grounds that
® such 2 joint meeting vould Testrict their political propaganda and ig
e - therefore ,inadvisablea They ‘also asserted that their menbership wa
fﬁ,d931rlous of examwining more carefully the implications of unity. T’e
I W.P. representatives disagreed with the argument, and repretted very
i much the decision against a joint May Day meeting. :

& - THI§ IS ABOUT where matters stand today. The W.P. looks forwerd to
f the consurmation of unity between the W.P. and the S.W.P. Buch a mavge
8 er will forge an instrument which will more effectively advance the En—
1 terests of the Amerlcan and Internatlonal Worklng CldSS

- ‘Nathan Gould
IDir. of Org.
Workers Pariy
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NEJ YCRK
deadquarters: 276 Fulton ot., 8rooklyn, N.Y., 2nd Floor
Jdeetings: Every Priday evening at 7:30

forums: Every Friday evening at 8320

BALT1LCRE
Headquarters: 21 West rreston &t.
Meetings: Every Friday evening at 8:00
Forums: The second Friday of each month

CH LCAGC '
fleadquarters: 1501 West Madison, 2nd Floor
“rite to YL at this addrces for information abcut
iccal activivies and wmeatinge

CLZVELAND
Zor more information write fc:iB. beuglas, Sox 11l8Q-
<taticn 8, Cleveland, Chio

DETACIT
Vigit or vrite teiRizltce

FHIL-LEL¥EIA
Visit cr write tct! 1123 W, Girare £V. (3rc floor)

WELT VIARGIN1A-For informntion, writejsYL,Box 783,Morgantowa,
fest Va. : :

NG ki

vt R 5t AN Y s B A5 i i e

st i

R e

I A) -[NTEI“KIZVTED IN RECELVING HORE II\‘IFORU‘.‘;TIUN ABUUT THE
SC001sL1sT YUUTE LEAGUE

Nau:

e“‘COOQHl'bh'!’l.‘.'"‘v‘)‘l.'b'g‘0.!0'.’."."""
Adad
eress.OO..iouiot-.oqeot‘&gl.‘o.oogo‘oltoQt‘O.hanb;ot

Rcmal‘kSiotgliagi5!!0!500.;!.OvQOOQUQoih&'Q.‘QQQGOD.0'.9
kalll TO: socialist Youth Lcague
4 Court oguare, 4th Floor
Long Island City 1, Necw York

Fha b

AR

R P IOR:

[T

;
i
3
i

ERWRICTAT]

R b




